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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

U.S. and Iran held direct talks in Pakistan to
extend a two-week ceasefire in the ongoing
West Asia conflict.
Talks failed due to disagreements over Iran’s
nuclear programme.
Ceasefire set to expire on April 22, raising risk
of renewed conflict.
Iran maintains control over the Strait of
Hormuz, affecting global energy supply.

Key Points for Prelims
Iran denies pursuing nuclear weapons; asserts
right to peaceful nuclear energy.
U.S. demands complete halt to nuclear weapon
capability.
Reference: 2015 Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action (JCPOA) – allowed limited enrichment
under monitoring.
Region impacted: Iran, Israel, Lebanon, Gulf
countries.
Strategic chokepoint: Strait of Hormuz handles
~1/5th of global oil trade.

Key Points for Mains
Persistent trust deficit between U.S. and Iran.
Failure of bilateral negotiations despite
ongoing conflict.
Impact on global energy security and oil prices.
Regional instability involving Israel and
Hezbollah.
Weakening of multilateral diplomacy
frameworks (JCPOA collapse).

Static Linkages
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT):

Allows peaceful nuclear use under
safeguards.

Role of International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA):

निरीक्षण एवं सत्यापन (monitoring nuclear
activities).

Strategic importance of chokepoints (Hormuz,
Malacca, Suez).
Energy security and dependence on West Asia
(India imports ~60% crude from region –
Economic Survey).

Critical Analysis 
Issues

U.S.: Non-proliferation vs. Iran: sovereign
rights
Collapse of diplomacy → rise in military
escalation
Global oil price volatility

Implications for India
Threat to energy imports
Impact on Indian diaspora in Gulf
Balancing relations (U.S.–Iran–Israel triangle)

Way Forward 
Revive multilateral framework like JCPOA
Confidence-building measures (CBMs)
Stronger IAEA monitoring
Diversification of energy sources (India)
Promote diplomatic engagement via neutral
mediators
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

Government plans a special session of
Parliament (April 2026) amid ongoing
elections.
Likely move to amend Article 334-A to
operationalise women’s reservation earlier
(around 2029).
The Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam, 2023
already provides 33% reservation, but its
implementation is conditional on Census and
delimitation.
Concerns raised regarding:

Delay in Census (due since 2021)
Possible delimitation exercise
Lack of consultation with Opposition

Key Points
Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam, 2023

Provides 33% reservation for women in Lok
Sabha and State Assemblies.
Includes reservation within reservation for
SC/ST women.
Linked to post-Census delimitation
exercise.

Article 334-A
Introduced via the Act.
Mandates implementation only after:

First Census post-enactment
Subsequent delimitation

Census Delay
Last Census due in 2021, delayed
significantly.
Expected digital Census with provisional
data availability by 2027.

Delimitation Concerns
Redistribution of seats based on
population.

May increase representation of high-
population states.
Could reduce relative political weight
of southern and smaller states.

Caste Census Debate
Government earlier opposed but later
indicated inclusion in Census 2027.
Seen as linked to social justice and
policy targeting.

Static Linkages
Constitutional amendment → Special
majority (Article 368)
Women reservation → Article 15(3)
enabling affirmative action
Delimitation → Conducted by Delimitation
Commission (independent body)
Freeze on delimitation → Extended till
2026 (42nd Amendment)
Census → Census Act, 1948
Local body reservation → 73rd & 74th
Amendments

Critical Analysis
Positives

Promotes gender equality in political
representation
Strengthens inclusive democracy
Builds on success of local body
reservations

Issues
Delayed implementation reduces
effectiveness
Linking with delimitation creates
uncertainty
No OBC sub-quota within women
reservation
Federal imbalance risk due to population-
based seat redistribution
Lack of consensus-building

Way Forward
Conduct early and transparent Census
Ensure time-bound implementation
Provide OBC reservation within women
quota
Maintain federal balance in delimitation
Promote consultative legislative process
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Increasing trend of sale of well-performing
family businesses by second/third-generation
owners despite favorable economic
conditions.
Shift from entrepreneurship (wealth creation)
to passive investment (wealth preservation).
Occurring during a period of high economic
growth, supply chain diversification, and
capital availability.
Associated with low private sector R&D
investment and declining risk appetite.

Key Points
Behavioral Shift

From “builders” → “portfolio managers”
Preference for low-risk, short-term returns

Elite Overproduction (Peter Turchin)
Excess educated elites → risk aversion
instead of competition

R&D Concern
India’s GERD ~0.7% of GDP; private share
low (Economic Survey)
Developed economies invest significantly
higher

Economic Implication
Capital available but not deployed in
productive sectors
Risk of innovation deficit and slow
structural transformation

Comparison
First-generation entrepreneurs: high-risk,
long-term investments
Later generations: capital preservation
mindset

Static Linkages
Economic development depends on
entrepreneurship and innovation
Capital formation and investment multiplier
Schumpeter: innovation as driver of growth
Role of private sector in industrialization
Demographic dividend and productive
utilization
Economic Survey: R&D and innovation
ecosystem
NITI Aayog: Innovation-led growth strategy

Critical Analysis
Pros

Financial stability and diversification
Growth of financial markets

Cons
Decline in entrepreneurial risk-taking
Low innovation and R&D
Misallocation of capital
Weak global competitiveness

Challenges
Short-term profit orientation
Weak R&D incentives
Cultural shift toward risk aversion

Way Forward
Enhance R&D incentives (tax + subsidies)
Promote patient capital (VC/PE, sovereign
funds)
Strengthen startup–industry linkages
Encourage long-term corporate governance
reforms
Improve ease of doing business for innovation
sectors

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY



KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

21-hour talks between the U.S. and Iran in
Islamabad ended without agreement but
dialogue continues.
Talks followed a fragile ceasefire announced by
Donald Trump after prolonged conflict in West
Asia.
First high-level direct interaction since the
Iranian Revolution.
Pakistan acted as mediator.

Key Points
Three major contentious issues:Iran’s
nuclear programme
Control over the Strait of Hormuz
Israeli military actions in Lebanon
Strategic developments:Iran signaled
willingness for negotiation on nuclear
matters.
Strait of Hormuz remains operational but is
geopolitically sensitive.
Conflict escalation linked to U.S.-Israeli
military actions (Feb 28).
Diplomatic contradictions:Iran’s 10-point
proposal vs U.S. claims of inconsistencies.

Lack of a mutually agreed negotiation
framework.
Geopolitical implications:War hardened
Iran’s stance instead of weakening it.
Raised concerns over global energy
security due to Hormuz tensions.

Static Linkages
Strait of Hormuz connects the Persian Gulf
with the Gulf of Oman; ~20% of global
petroleum passes through it (Energy
Information Administration).
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) aims to
prevent spread of nuclear weapons and
promote peaceful use of nuclear energy.
West Asia is a key geopolitical region due to
energy resources and strategic chokepoints.
Ceasefire diplomacy is part of conflict
resolution under international relations
principles.
Role of third-party mediation in international
conflicts (e.g., Oslo Accords, Camp David).

Critical Analysis
Positives

Diplomatic engagement reduces chances of
escalation.
First direct talks since 1979 → confidence-
building step.
Scope for revival of nuclear deal framework.

Challenges
Deep mistrust due to past U.S. withdrawal
(2018).
Ongoing regional conflicts (Israel–Lebanon
axis).
Risk to global oil supply via Hormuz.
Absence of structured negotiation framework.

Way Forward
Institutionalise dialogue with clear framework.
Gradual revival of nuclear agreement with
safeguards.
Ensure stability in Strait of Hormuz (global
commons).
Promote multilateral mediation (UN
involvement).
Balance security concerns with diplomatic
solutions.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

The Union Government is expediting a ₹92,000
crore mega infrastructure project on Great
Nicobar Island.
A draft master plan has been released by the
Andaman & Nicobar Administration.
The project aims to develop the island into a
strategic port-led and tourism-driven hub.
Major components:

International Container Transhipment Port
(ICTP)
Greenfield airport
Power infrastructure
Tourism ecosystem

Target transformation:
Population: ~10,000 → 3.36 lakh by 2055
Tourist inflow: ~1 million/year

Key Points 
Location advantage: Near Malacca Strait
(critical global shipping route).
Objective: Increase India’s share in global
maritime trade.
Employment: >70% jobs expected in tourism &
allied sectors.

Indigenous communities:
Nicobarese (ST)
Shompen (PVTG)

Issues raised:
Incomplete forest rights settlement
Contradictory rehabilitation plans

Legal status:
National Green Tribunal upheld clearance
citing strategic importance
Case pending in Calcutta High Court

Environmental concern: Impact on tropical
forests, biodiversity, and coastal ecosystems

Static Linkages 
Malacca Strait → key global maritime chokepoint
(~25% trade)
Concept of transshipment ports (hub-and-spoke
model)
Forest Rights Act, 2006 → recognition of tribal
land rights
PVTGs → vulnerable, isolated, low population
growth
EIA Notification (2006) → environmental clearance
process
Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) norms
Island ecosystems → high biodiversity, ecological
fragility
SAGAR doctrine → maritime security strategy

Critical Analysis 
Advantages

Enhances India’s maritime competitiveness
Strategic foothold in Indo-Pacific region
Reduces dependence on foreign transshipment
hubs
Boosts regional development and connectivity

Concerns
Threat to fragile biodiversity and ecosystems
Risk of cultural and livelihood loss for tribals
Massive demographic change
Weak consultation & transparency
Possible dilution of Forest Rights Act protections

Core Issue
Development vs Environment vs Tribal Rights

Way Forward
Ensure Forest Rights Act compliance before
execution
Guarantee Free, Prior, Informed Consent (FPIC) of
tribals
Strengthen EIA with cumulative impact
assessment
Promote sustainable and low-impact tourism
Transparent and extended public consultation
Balance strategic interests with ecological
sustainability
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Concerns raised regarding erosion of
constitutional values and democratic
functioning in India.
Highlights issues such as institutional
imbalance, electoral concerns, and weakening
of constitutional safeguards.
Reiterates the warning of B. R. Ambedkar that
the success of the Constitution depends on its
implementation.

Key Points
Democracy & RepresentationAllegations of
exclusion from electoral rolls.
Weakening of inclusive democratic
principle (one vote, one value).
Institutional FrameworkImbalance in
Executive–Legislature–Judiciary relations.
Declining autonomy of constitutional
bodies.
JudiciaryDelays in writ petitions and
constitutional cases.
Concerns over dilution of “bail, not jail”
principle.
Article 32Core safeguard for enforcement
of Fundamental Rights.
Perceived weakening reduces citizen
protection.
Basic Structure DoctrineSafeguard against
arbitrary constitutional amendments.
Concerns over indirect weakening.
Constitutional MoralityDecline in
adherence to democratic norms and
values.

Static Linkages
Rule of Law
Separation of Powers
Judicial Review & Writ Jurisdiction

Fundamental Rights (Articles 12–35)
Basic Structure Doctrine (Kesavananda
Bharati, 1973)
Free and Fair Elections
Constitutional Morality

Critical Analysis
Positives

Strong constitutional framework.
Judicial review acts as safeguard.
Regular elections ensure continuity of
democracy.

Challenges
Institutional weakening and executive
dominance.
Judicial delays affecting rights enforcement.
Electoral integrity concerns.
Declining constitutional morality.

Way Forward
Strengthen institutional independence.
Ensure timely judicial remedies.
Improve electoral transparency.
Promote constitutional values through
governance.
Reinforce checks and balances.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

Assam, Maharashtra and Telangana have
initiated plans to revamp court infrastructure
amid rising pendency.
India faces severe judicial backlog:

~86,000 cases in Supreme Court
~6.3 million in High Courts
~46 million in subordinate courts (NJDG
data).

Existing court complexes are largely colonial-
era designs, unsuitable for present caseloads
and citizen-centric justice delivery.
NCMS 2024 highlights need for infrastructure
reform but lacks a holistic framework for
higher judiciary.

Key Points
Judicial Infrastructure Crisis: Overcrowded
courts, poor acoustics, lack of basic facilities.
“Judicial Slumisation”: Congested and
inefficient court spaces affecting proceedings.
Case Management Issue: Docket-based system
(serial listing) causes delays.
Access Barriers:

Inadequate parking and entry systems
Poor accessibility for PwDs
Lack of gender-sensitive facilities (e.g.,
crèches).

Impact on Justice Delivery:
Delays in hearings and case disposal
Reduced litigant confidence

Global Practices:
Standardised court design (USA, Japan)
Citizen-centric models (South Africa,
Australia).

Policy Gap: Absence of uniform national
standards for court design, especially High
Courts.

Static Linkages
Article 21 – Right to life includes access to
justice.
Article 39A – Equal justice and free legal aid.
Basic Structure – Independence of judiciary.
Centrally Sponsored Scheme for Judicial
Infrastructure.
E-Courts Mission Mode Project.
Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016
(accessibility norms).

Critical Analysis
Positives

Improved infrastructure → higher efficiency &
faster disposal.
Enhances ease of access to justice.
Supports digital courts and e-governance
reforms.

Challenges
Lack of standardised guidelines → uneven
development.
High financial and administrative burden.
Infrastructure alone cannot solve procedural
delays.
Risk of neglecting subordinate judiciary needs.

Way Forward
Frame national model guidelines for court
infrastructure.
Develop integrated court complexes.
Introduce time-based case listing system.
Ensure universal accessibility & gender-
sensitive facilities.
Integrate technology (e-courts, virtual
hearings).
Strengthen Centre–State coordination in
funding.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The recent energy shock due to the US–Israel
vs Iran conflict (2026) has led to a sharp rise in
crude oil prices (Brent touching
~$119.5/barrel).
Historically, such oil shocks (e.g., 2008 global
crisis and 2022 Russia–Ukraine war) were
accompanied by high global food inflation.
However, unlike previous episodes, global food
prices (FAO Food Price Index) have remained
stable in 2026 despite rising energy costs.
This divergence marks a structural shift in
global agri-commodity dynamics.

Key Points
Oil–Food Price Link Weakening (Short-
term)In 2007–08: Food inflation averaged
~34.8% (FAO index).
In 2021–22: Food inflation averaged ~26.8%.
In 2026: Food inflation remains
low/negative (~1%) despite oil surge.
Abundant Global Food SupplyRecord
production (2025–26 estimates):

Wheat: 844.2 million tonnes
Corn: 1,301.1 million tonnes
Oilseeds: 698.2 million tonnes
Sugar: 189.3 million tonnes

Rice stocks at record 192.3 million tonnes.
Declining Export Prices (Year-on-
Year)Wheat, rice, maize, sugar: mostly
lower than 2025 levels.
Dairy prices down ~18.7% YoY.
Only edible oils rising due to biofuel
demand.

Emerging Risks to Food PricesCost-
push inflationFertiliser prices surged
(e.g., urea ~$725 vs ~$394 last year).
Higher diesel and agrochemical costs.
Biofuel DiversionCrops diverted to
ethanol & biodiesel (e.g., Indonesia’s
B40 → B50 policy).
Supply Chain DisruptionsClosure of
Strait of Hormuz affecting energy &
fertiliser supply.

Static Linkages 
Demand-supply dynamics determine price
levels in markets
Cost-push vs demand-pull inflation
Terms of trade in agriculture
Buffer stocks and food security mechanisms
Role of MSP and PDS in price stabilization
Energy–agriculture nexus
Biofuel policy and food vs fuel debate
Global commodity cycles and speculative
bubbles
Role of institutions like FAO and World Bank

Critical Analysis
Why inflation is low nowStrong global
supply buffers
Weak speculative pressures
Stable export availability
Why risks persistHigh fertiliser and diesel
costs → lower future yields
Biofuel diversion → reduced food supply
Geopolitical risks → supply shocks
India-specific dimensionComfortable
stocks + bumper rabi crop
Vulnerability in edible oil imports
Fiscal pressure from fertiliser subsidies

Way Forward
Promote domestic oilseed production
(reduce import dependence)
Expand nano-urea and alternative fertilisers
Maintain adequate buffer stocks
Calibrate biofuel blending targets
Diversify energy sources (renewables)
Strengthen global food supply coordination
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