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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Draft master plan released for ₹92,000-crore
mega infrastructure project in Great Nicobar
Island.
Tourism proposed as the primary economic
driver with projected 1 million+ annual tourists
by 2055.
Target population: 3.36 lakh (from current low
density).
Includes ICTP (transshipment port),
international airport, power plants, township.
Concerns raised by local Nicobarese tribes;
case under Calcutta High Court.

Key Points
InfrastructureInternational Container
Transshipment Port at Galathea Bay.
International airport (civil + defence use).
Gas and solar power plants.
Multi-modal logistics hub.
Tourism ModelTypes: wellness, eco-
tourism, beach, adventure, business
tourism.
Entertainment hubs (theme parks, possible
casino).
Land UseTotal area: 166.10 sq km.
40.8% urbanisable.
121.86 sq km forest diversion.
PopulationProjected: 3.36 lakh by 2055.
Indigenous population: ~7,500 → ~11,500.
Phases2025–2035: Core infrastructure.
2036–2041: Expansion.
2042–2047: Future development.
IssuesForest Rights Act compliance
concerns.
Tribal relocation (Pulobhabi).
Ecological sensitivity of island ecosystem.

Static Linkages
Location near Malacca Strait → global trade
significance.
Fragile island ecosystems → biodiversity
hotspots.

Forest Rights Act, 2006 – tribal consent
mandatory.
EIA Notification – environmental clearance
process.
CRZ norms – coastal regulation.
Blue Economy concept (Economic Survey).
Disaster vulnerability: tsunami-prone region.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Enhances India’s strategic presence in Indo-
Pacific region.
Development of transshipment hub reduces
dependence on foreign ports (e.g., Colombo,
Singapore).
Promotes economic growth, tourism, and
employment.
Strengthens Blue Economy and maritime
infrastructure.

Concerns
Large-scale deforestation (121+ sq km) threatens
biodiversity.
Risk to endemic flora and fauna in a fragile
ecosystem.
Tribal displacement and cultural erosion.
Questions over procedural compliance (FRA, EIA).
Risk of over-tourism and environmental
degradation.
High disaster vulnerability (tsunami-prone zone).

Way Forward
Ensure free, prior and informed consent of tribal
communities.
Strict implementation of Forest Rights Act and EIA
norms.
Adopt sustainable, low-impact eco-tourism
model.
Limit deforestation; strengthen biodiversity
conservation measures.
Develop disaster-resilient infrastructure.
Continuous monitoring by independent expert
bodies.
Balance strategic, economic, and ecological
priorities.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The Viksit Bharat Shiksha Adhisthan (VBSA) Bill
seeks to provide a statutory framework for
implementing the National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020.
The Bill is currently under examination by a
Joint Parliamentary Committee (JPC), inviting
stakeholder feedback.
Concerns have been raised regarding
centralisation of powers, erosion of
institutional autonomy, and constitutional
validity.
The Bill proposes regulatory councils with
extensive powers over standards,
accreditation, and governance of higher
education institutions (HEIs).

Key Points
Expands Union control beyond Entry 66 (Union
List) by granting wide regulatory authority over
HEIs.
Introduces centralised councils for regulation,
accreditation, and standards-setting.
Reduces consultative role of institutions,
including dilution of provisions under the UGC
Act.
Applies to Central, State, and private
universities, impacting institutional autonomy.
Promotes output-based evaluation
(publications, patents, rankings) over
outcome-based assessment.
Lacks explicit provisions for affirmative action
(SC/ST/OBC reservations).

Encourages private participation and loan-based
education financing, raising concerns over equity.
Weak institutional role for State Higher Education
Councils (SHECs).
Accreditation proposed via third-party agencies,
potentially bypassing deliberative processes.
Absence of clear mechanisms for inter-regional equity
and funding support to State universities.

Static Linkages
Education in Concurrent List (Seventh Schedule) –
shared responsibility of Centre and States
Entry 66, Union List – coordination and determination
of standards in higher education
UGC Act, 1956 – regulatory framework and consultative
inspection mechanism
Concept of Cooperative Federalism
Principles of Social Justice and Equity in Education
(Articles 14, 15, 21A)
Role of Public Funding in Welfare State
Importance of Institutional Autonomy in Knowledge
Economy

Critical Analysis
Positives

Provides legal backing to NEP 2020 reforms
Aims to ensure uniform standards and global
competitiveness
Introduces technology-driven accreditation
mechanisms
Attempts to streamline fragmented regulatory
structure

Concerns
Federal Overreach: Undermines State role in education
(Concurrent List)
Centralisation: Excessive power to Union-controlled
bodies
Institutional Autonomy: Reduced role of universities in
decision-making
Equity Issues: Lack of focus on reservation and
inclusive access
Commercialisation: Shift towards private funding and
loans
Bureaucratisation: Academic governance dominated by
bureaucrats
One-size-fits-all Standards: Ignores regional diversity

Way Forward
Ensure balanced Centre-State participation
(cooperative federalism)
Strengthen role of State Higher Education Councils
(SHECs)
Create an independent Higher Education Grants
Council (HEGC)
Safeguard institutional autonomy and academic
freedom
Ensure mandatory reservation and social justice
provisions
Adopt outcome-based and impact-oriented evaluation
Promote consultative and decentralised governance
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

A cryptic reference by Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh indicated the likely
commissioning of INS Aridhaman, the third
nuclear-powered ballistic missile submarine
(SSBN) of India.
It follows earlier inductions: INS Arihant (2016)
and INS Arighat (2024), forming part of India’s
indigenous SSBN programme.
The submarine is in advanced trial stages, as
confirmed by the Chief of Naval Staff.
The development strengthens India’s nuclear
triad capability and enhances maritime
deterrence amid growing geopolitical tensions
in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR).

Key Points
INS Aridhaman Features:

~7000-tonne displacement (larger than
predecessors).
Capacity: up to 24 K-15 (Sagarika) missiles
or 8 K-4/K-5 nuclear missiles.

Comparison with earlier SSBNs:
Earlier vessels carried ~12 K-15 and 4 K-4
missiles.

Nuclear Triad:
Land-based missiles, air-delivered
weapons, and sea-based SSBNs.
India joins P5 nations (US, Russia, China,
France, UK) in possessing triad capability.

Strategic Importance:
Strengthens second-strike capability.
Enhances survivability of nuclear arsenal.

Maritime Security Context:
Rising Chinese presence in the Indian
Ocean via dual-use vessels.
Increasing relevance of multi-domain
warfare (land-air-sea integration).

Indigenisation:
Boost to Atmanirbhar Bharat in defence
production.

SSBN programme largely indigenous.
Future Plans:

Fourth Arihant-class SSBN in pipeline.
Indigenous nuclear attack submarines
(SSNs) planned by 2036–38.

Static Linkages
Concept of nuclear deterrence and second-
strike capability.
India’s No First Use (NFU) nuclear doctrine.
Role of Indian Ocean Region (IOR) in global
trade and geopolitics.
Evolution of modern warfare: multi-domain
operations.
Defence indigenisation and self-reliance in
strategic sectors.
Strategic importance of sea lanes of
communication (SLOCs).

Critical Analysis
Positives

Enhances credible minimum deterrence
posture
Improves survivability of nuclear arsenal
(stealth capability)
Strengthens India’s strategic autonomy
Boosts indigenous defence ecosystem
Counters growing Chinese presence in IOR

Challenges
High financial and maintenance costs
Limited number of submarines → affects
continuous deterrence patrols
Technological gaps (stealth, detection
systems)
Potential regional arms race
Need for robust command and control
systems

Way Forward
Expand SSBN fleet for continuous at-sea
deterrence (CASD)
Fast-track indigenous SSN programme
Invest in advanced stealth and surveillance
technologies
Strengthen maritime infrastructure and basing
Enhance jointness in defence forces (theatre
commands)
Maintain balance between deterrence and
strategic stability
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Assembly elections held on April 9 recorded
very high voter turnout:

Assam – 85.91%
Puducherry – 89.97%
Kerala – 78.27%

Electoral roll revisions conducted before
elections:

Special Intensive Revision (SIR) in
Puducherry and Kerala
Special Revision (SR) in Assam

Election Commission of India highlighted
turnout as a sign of strong democratic
participation.

Key Points 
Electoral Roll CleaningSIR removed 7.5%
(Puducherry) and 3.2% (Kerala) voters.
SR in Assam reduced rolls marginally (<1%).
Removal of duplicate/ghost voters → higher
turnout percentage (denominator effect).
Participation DriversFear of
disenfranchisement increased voter
turnout.
Increased political awareness and
mobilisation.

Migration patterns influenced turnout
(return migration in Assam, absence in
Kerala).
Democratic SignificanceHigh turnout =
active citizen participation, not necessarily
political preference.
Reflects credibility of electoral process,
but requires caution in interpretation.

Static Linkages 
Article 324 – Powers and functions of Election
Commission.
Article 326 – Universal Adult Suffrage.
Representation of the People Act, 1950 –
Electoral rolls.
Representation of the People Act, 1951 –
Conduct of elections.
Free and fair elections – Part of Basic Structure
doctrine (SC judgments).
Concept of political participation in
democracy.

Critical Analysis 
Positives

Strengthens legitimacy of democratic process.
Improved electoral rolls enhance accuracy and
transparency.
Indicates increased civic engagement.

Concerns
Risk of exclusion of genuine voters during
SIR/SR.
Turnout influenced by fear → trust deficit in
institutions.
Political misinterpretation of turnout data.

Way Forward 
Ensure inclusive electoral roll revision with due
safeguards.
Strengthen appeal and correction
mechanisms.
Use technology with privacy safeguards for roll
purification.
Enhance voter awareness and confidence-
building measures.
Improve institutional transparency of ECI.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

India has recently resumed Foreign Office
Consultations with Azerbaijan and invited
officials from Turkey, marking a shift in
diplomatic posture.
Relations had deteriorated after the India-
Pakistan conflict (May 2025) and Operation
Sindoor following the Pahalgam terror attacks.
Countries like Turkey, Azerbaijan, and Malaysia
had criticized India’s strikes on terror camps in
Pakistan.
India responded with diplomatic distancing,
exclusion from briefings, and implicit
economic disengagement (tourism/trade
decline).
Recent outreach indicates a shift from reactive
diplomacy to pragmatic engagement amid
evolving geopolitical realities.

Key Points
Operation Sindoor (May 7–10, 2025): 96-hour
conflict with Pakistan; diplomatic tensions
extended to third-party countries.

Strategic Alignments:Turkey–Azerbaijan–
Pakistan trilateral cooperation
(military/diplomatic).

Emerging counter-alignment: India–Armenia–
Greece (informal balancing).
Diplomatic Freeze Indicators:Exclusion of
certain envoys during official briefings.
Public calls for economic boycotts
(tourism/trade decline).
Advisory during evacuation from Iran to avoid
Turkey/Azerbaijan routes.
Recent Developments:MEA re-engagement
via high-level diplomatic visits.
Signals mutual interest in stabilizing bilateral
ties.

Core Shift: From emotion-driven response →
interest-based diplomacy.

Static Linkages
India’s tradition of strategic autonomy / non-
alignment (evolved as multi-alignment).
Principle of Panchsheel (peaceful coexistence,
non-interference).
Role of diplomacy in safeguarding national
interest vs ideological positioning.
Importance of balance of power in international
relations.
Economic diplomacy: trade, connectivity, and
diaspora considerations.
Use of soft power and restraint in foreign policy.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Reinforces India’s image as a responsible global
actor.
Prevents formation of rigid anti-India blocs.
Preserves strategic space in West Asia and
Eurasia.
Enables cooperation in trade, connectivity, and
energy sectors.

Concerns
Turkey and Azerbaijan’s continued alignment with
Pakistan on Kashmir.
Risk of perceived inconsistency in India’s foreign
policy stance.
Domestic pressure due to nationalist sentiment
and boycott calls.
Strategic competition in sensitive regions like the
Caucasus.

Way Forward
Follow calibrated engagement with clear red lines
on sovereignty and terrorism.
Strengthen multi-alignment strategy without
entering rigid blocs.
Enhance economic and cultural diplomacy to
rebuild trust.
Maintain consistency between strategic signaling
and actions.
Promote measured public discourse to avoid
reactionary diplomacy.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The Government of India held two inter-
ministerial meetings involving the Ministry of
Commerce and the Ministry of Ports, Shipping
and Waterways to assess export disruptions.
The crisis in West Asia (Middle East) has led to
shipping route deviations, delays, and cargo
returns.
Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs)
are disproportionately affected due to:

Limited financial buffers
Lack of compliance infrastructure

Exporters are facing uncertainty in tariffs,
duties, and logistics costs, impacting
competitiveness.

Key Points
Logistical disruptionsRerouting of
shipments due to unsafe maritime routes.
Increased transit time and freight costs.
Compliance burdenComplex procedures
like “back-to-town” (return of export cargo
to factory).
No adequate relief under existing schemes
for returned cargo.
Working capital stressDelayed payments
and increased warehousing costs.
MSMEs lack capacity to absorb shocks
compared to large firms.
Tariff quota challengesEU and other
markets operate quarterly tariff quotas
(e.g., steel).

Delayed shipments miss quota windows →
additional duties.
Technological constraintsMSMEs rely on
fragmented systems (Excel-based) rather
than integrated compliance tools.
Institutional responseGovernment
engaging with Export Promotion Councils
(EPCs) and industry stakeholders.

Static Linkages
MSMEs contribute about 30% to India’s GDP
and ~45% of exports (Ministry of MSME).
Foreign Trade Policy (FTP) 2023 emphasizes
export promotion and ease of doing business.
Logistics Performance Index (World Bank)
highlights efficiency of customs and shipping.
WTO rules on tariffs, quotas, and trade
facilitation (Trade Facilitation Agreement).
Supply chain disruptions as studied in
Economic Survey (post-COVID global shocks).
Concepts:

Balance of Payments (BoP)
Trade elasticity & competitiveness
Non-tariff barriers and quotas

Critical Analysis
Issues / Challenges

High compliance burden on MSMEs
Rising logistics costs → loss of export
competitiveness
Policy gaps in handling returned/rerouted
cargo
Lack of technological adoption in MSMEs
Global supply chain vulnerabilities

Implications
Potential decline in exports
Pressure on Balance of Payments (BoP)
Weakening of MSME-led employment and
growth

Way Forward
Develop single-window digital compliance
system for exporters
Extend government relief to returned and
rerouted cargo
Promote technology adoption via subsidies for
MSMEs
Diversify trade routes (e.g., alternative
corridors)
Strengthen export credit and insurance (ECGC)
Improve coordination with Export Promotion
Councils (EPCs)

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY



KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Recent debates have emerged regarding the
judicial use of “constitutional morality” in
court rulings.
The Solicitor General expressed scepticism
about its application before the Supreme
Court of India in the context of the Sabarimala
case (Indian Young Lawyers Association v.
State of Kerala).
The concept has been widely invoked in
landmark judgments such as Navtej Singh
Johar v. Union of India.
Critics argue that the term is vague and
enables judicial overreach, while proponents
view it as essential to uphold constitutional
values like liberty and equality.
The debate reflects tensions between judicial
interpretation and societal norms.

Key Points
Constitutional MoralityRefers to adherence
to core constitutional values: liberty,
equality, fraternity, and rule of law.
Emphasizes restraint, respect for diversity,
and institutional balance.
Judicial UseUsed as a guiding principle in
adjudication, especially in rights-based
cases.
Helps courts test laws and practices
against constitutional ideals rather than
popular sentiment.
CriticismConsidered vague and lacking
precise legal definition.
Seen as enabling judicial activism and
expansion of judicial power.
Societal Morality vs Constitutional
MoralitySocietal morality reflects
prevailing social norms.

Constitutional morality prioritizes
fundamental rights over majoritarian views.
Concerns RaisedJudicial inconsistency and
unpredictability.
Risk of undermining parliamentary
sovereignty.
Potential erosion of procedural discipline in
law.

Static Linkages 
Concept of Rule of Law (A.V. Dicey)
Fundamental Rights – Articles 14, 19, 21
Doctrine of Basic Structure
Separation of Powers
Judicial Review
Constitutional Supremacy
Liberty, Equality, Fraternity (Preamble)
Social Reform vs Tradition debates (NCERT Polity)

Critical Analysis
Advantages

Protects Fundamental Rights against
discriminatory practices.
Acts as a check on majoritarianism.
Facilitates progressive social reform.
Strengthens constitutional supremacy.

Disadvantages
Conceptual vagueness → subjective
interpretation.
Risk of judicial overreach into legislative domain.
Weakens predictability of law.
May undermine democratic decision-making.

Challenges
Balancing judicial activism vs restraint.
Harmonising individual rights and institutional
autonomy.
Ensuring consistency in judgments.

Way Forward
Clearly define scope and limits of constitutional
morality.
Strengthen reasoned judgments and judicial
discipline.
Promote institutional balance among organs of
government.
Encourage constitutional literacy and awareness.
Use the concept sparingly with objective
standards.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The ongoing West Asia crisis has disrupted
global supply chains of LPG, fertilisers, and
energy resources.
India, with high import dependence on energy
and fertiliser inputs, is facing rising cooking
fuel prices and supply constraints.
Reports indicate panic buying, black-
marketing, and stress on LPG-dependent
MSMEs.
Early signs of reverse migration similar to
COVID-19 lockdown in India are visible.
Government has prioritised domestic LPG
supply over commercial use and is exploring
alternative import sources.

Key Points
Rising Cost of Cooking FuelAs per HCES
2023–24:

Fuel & light constitute ~6% of monthly
per capita expenditure.

Increase in LPG prices → higher cost of meal
preparation.
Cost of Healthy Diet (CoHD)Based on
Indian Council of Medical Research dietary
guidelines:

₹73/day (minimum food cost).
Including cooking costs → increases by
~₹9.5/day.
32–62% population unable to afford a
healthy diet.

Food Inflation MechanismDependence on
fertiliser imports → supply disruption.
Rising transportation & mechanisation
costs.
Leads to cost-push inflation in agriculture.
Impact on NutritionDecline in consumption
of:

Pulses, vegetables, protein-rich foods
Shift towards cheaper, calorie-dense
cereals → nutritional imbalance.
Economic ImpactLPG-dependent MSMEs
face production decline.
Migrant labour returning → urban economic
slowdown.

Static Linkages
Engel’s Law – relationship between income and
food expenditure.
Food security vs nutrition security distinction.
Cost-push inflation (input-driven price rise).
India’s energy import dependence (~85% crude
oil).
Limitations of cereal-based PDS.
Link between agricultural input costs and food
inflation.

Critical Analysis
PositivesPrioritisation of household LPG
supply safeguards basic welfare.
Existing schemes like Pradhan Mantri
Ujjwala Yojana ensure clean cooking access.
ChallengesDual burden of fuel inflation +
food inflation.
Rising unaffordability of nutritious diets.
MSME slowdown and migrant distress.
PDS remains calorie-centric, not nutrition-
sensitive.
Core IssueRisk of transition from nutrition
security to subsistence-level food
consumption.

Way Forward
Expand food subsidy basket to include pulses,
proteins, and vegetables.
Strengthen PMUY with targeted refill subsidies
and migrant inclusion.
Promote alternative cooking energy (biogas,
solar).
Enhance fertiliser self-reliance and diversify
imports.
Adopt a food systems approach integrating
agriculture, nutrition, and energy policies.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Globalisation is undergoing stress due to
COVID-19, Russia-Ukraine conflict, and West
Asia tensions (Iran-related disruptions).
Historically:

First wave (1870–1914): Rise of the United
States as an economic power.
Second wave (post-1991): Rise of China as
“world’s factory”.

India entered the current decade with:
Favourable demographic dividend.
Structural reforms: JAM (Jan Dhan–
Aadhaar–Mobile), GST, infrastructure push.

However, repeated global disruptions have
slowed India’s ability to capitalise on this
opportunity.

Key Points
Globalisation Under StrainRise of
protectionism, tariffs, and geopolitical
conflicts.
Weakening of free movement of goods,
capital, labour.
India’s Growth ConstraintsPandemic and
wars disrupted supply chains and labour
markets.
Reverse migration exposed weaknesses in
urban employment.
Demographic Dividend ChallengeHigh
working-age population not translating into
employment gains.

Energy and Supply Chain RisksHeavy reliance
on imports (oil, gas, fertilisers).
Global price shocks impacting inflation and
industry.
Structural IssuesFertiliser subsidy distortion →
excessive urea usage.
Loss-making DISCOMs affecting power sector
efficiency.
Macroeconomic ConcernsInflationary
pressures.
Uncertainty affecting private investment.

Static Linkages
Demographic Dividend – Economic Survey;
NCERT (Indian Economic Development).
Globalisation phases – NCERT (Contemporary
World Politics).
Subsidy and fiscal burden – Budget & Economic
Survey.
Balance of Payments & trade shocks – NCERT
Macroeconomics.
Power sector reforms – UDAY Scheme, Electricity
Act.
Food security & fertiliser imbalance – Soil Health
Card Scheme.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Infrastructure and digital reforms provide long-
term growth base.
Opportunity for supply chain diversification
(China+1 strategy).
Policy push towards self-reliance.

Negatives / Challenges
Demographic dividend not translating into jobs.
External shocks increasing vulnerability.
Persistent informal sector instability.
Distorted subsidies harming agriculture
sustainability.
Weak power sector finances.

Way Forward
Promote labour-intensive manufacturing (MSMEs,
textiles).
Diversify energy imports and expand renewables.
Reform fertiliser subsidy (nutrient-based
approach).
Strengthen DISCOM reforms and reduce losses.
Build urban employment safety nets for migrants.
Maintain macroeconomic stability (inflation +
fiscal discipline).
Enhance trade integration via FTAs.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

A recent study published in Nature
Communications highlights that human
tolerance to heat is significantly lower when
humidity is considered.
The earlier theoretical survival limit of 35°C
wet-bulb temperature is being revised, with
evidence suggesting ~31°C can already be
dangerous, especially for vulnerable
populations.
In India, rising heat + humidity conditions along
with rapid urbanisation are intensifying heat
stress.
Existing Heat Action Plans (HAPs) remain
largely focused on dry heat, making them
inadequate for emerging climate realities.

Key Points
Wet-bulb temperature:

Indicates combined effect of temperature +
humidity.
High humidity reduces sweat evaporation →
impairs body cooling.

New scientific finding:
Dangerous threshold may be ~31°C wet-
bulb, not 35°C.

Urban Heat Island Effect:
Concrete structures, low vegetation →
higher temperatures than rural areas.
Elevated night-time temperatures prevent
recovery from daytime heat stress.

Vulnerable sections:
Elderly, children
Outdoor workers (construction, agriculture,
street vendors, gig workers)

India’s policy gaps:
Heat Action Plans based on dry temperature
thresholds.
Lack of localised micro-climate data.
Weak occupational heat safety regulations.

Static Linkages
Wet-bulb temperature – concept in climatology
(NCERT Geography).
Urban Heat Island effect – urban geography &
environment.
NDMA Heatwave Guidelines (2016) –
preparedness, awareness, early warning.
Disaster Management Act, 2005 – legal framework
for disaster response.
IPCC Reports – highlight rise in compound climate
extremes.
Article 21 – Right to life includes health and safe
environment.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Improved scientific understanding of heat stress
using wet-bulb temperature.
Expansion of Heat Action Plans across Indian
cities.
Better early warning systems by IMD.

Challenges
Continued reliance on dry heat metrics →
underestimation of risk.
Urban planning deficits leading to heat islands.
Socio-economic inequality increases vulnerability.
Lack of granular and local climate data.
Absence of legal safeguards for outdoor workers.

Implications
Increased heat-related mortality and illness.
Reduced labour productivity and economic
output.
Growing public health burden.

Way Forward
Integrate wet-bulb temperature thresholds into
Heat Action Plans.
Develop city-specific climate and heat
vulnerability mapping.
Promote urban cooling strategies:

Green cover, cool roofs, reflective materials.
Enforce occupational heat safety standards (rest,
hydration, timing shifts).
Establish public cooling centres and water access
points.
Strengthen last-mile dissemination of heat alerts.
Align policies with climate-resilient urban planning
(NITI Aayog recommendations).
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