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Great Nicobar draft plan prolects tourism as primary growth driver

NEW DELII

The draft master plan for

ing, the Great Nico-
bar lsland (GNI) under the
Centre's 2902 (00-crone
mega infrastructsee  pro-
ject has praosed o focus
o boeiem 2 the “primary
economic  driver”  of
frovwth, notieg that it ﬂm
Irtends tn get the "popula
ton to seile  here”,
through

The project, which re-
Snage-] cearance in
2002, includes an interna-
tional container ransship-
ment port, an airpart,
power plants, and a town-
ship. However, soan after
the dearance, the local Ki-
cobarese population with-
drew its. consent, alleging

cutta High Cotn bs current:

Iynmnnga(hmumw websd

P
temparary jobs expocted
1o be created. The plan has
been drafted for a project:
ed population of 3.36 lakh
ey 2085, [y that Eimse, the
plan is expected 1o achieve
an annual inflow of more
thin & millio toirists

Of the projected 336
lakh, the local Nicobarese
population is expected to
grow to bt 11,500 from
the current 7,500

lndrr “future develop
ment”, the draft hints 2t
passible development of
the Pemmaya buffer area
o the western fanik of Ga-
lathea Bay, whene “irital
setilements”  may  be

preremied

Homever, this appears 3
varlance with a separaie
draft relocation plan to
shift local  Nicobarese
tribes further nosh to Pu-

lobhabé, While the draft
master plan has been noti-
fied for public consults-
than, suggestions, and ob
Jections for 30 days, the
natification does ot men-
tion when the plan was

has been uplosded on ke
Andaman and Nicobar Is-

- lands Admintstration’s Tha
blic Works Deparment

minisgrative and  instit
thonall chuster pear Camp-

bell Bay, 3 multimedal G

logistic chester (o include

lence area, and green de:
welapment) pear Galathea
Eay, and towrlsm, enter-

iainment, and processing
clusters along the eastern

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

Liscal push: Tr drat notes that it intends b et population 1o
settie’In the Great Nicobar island theough [ob creation. Lt micto

coast of the island firoen Ga-
lathea Bay in the south |u
i th

fer plan suggests several
foarism medels-wellness

Future vislon

Emisioning the develop-
ment of the island as a
“seaskle destination 1 re
Tax and enjoy n 3 pristine,
unspodi and protected en:
vironment™, the draft mas-

Aoarigmn (reji
Tifestyle maragement re-
treats),  beach  tourksm
daround seven potential
Theaches identified), nanare
and biodiversity toarism,
adventure fourism  with
“curated adventures~, bu-
siness fourism (for re-

kreats, conferences, con-
vengions), gaming tourism,
and hubs for family enser-
tainment which may have
theme parks, water parks
and amusement  parks.
One of the draft mags also
imdicates the passibility of
a cading within the touskm
and entertinment chister,
According to the plan,
il project is expected jo
‘span 16610 54, ken, 35 not-
e in December 2025, OF
this, about 40,8% has h«n.
=ef aside as ™
with the rest allocated t
“special projects”, which
include the airpon, con-

d  tainer port, freight and

passenger terminals, de-
Femce area, and a green de-
weloqsent area where no
tree-fedling will be allowed.
About 12056 5q kn of land.
s expected to come from
diverted forest areas.

The development will

start with “anchor pro-
Jeers” such as the Interna-
tonal Container

ment Fom (ICTT, the Grest
Bicobar Imernational Air-
port, and the GX1 gas and

chade physical infrastruc-
ture like roads, water ro-
serveirs, waler Lreatment
plants,  and  fregh
nﬂmlmk.

e socond pant of
l'.ha:: 1 (2030-2005) is ex
pected in see growth in
tourism activity and ug-

graded  infrastructure.
Phase T (2006-3041) emvis-
1 “phase of consolidi

o and enhanced growth

touskst sraffic™ and the
opening of opporunities
for other potential eco-
nomic drivers, The Lt
phase (22047 has
been earmarked for ~f-

e Draft master plan released for ¥92,000-crore
mega infrastructure project in Great Nicobar
Island.

e Tourism proposed as the primary economic
driver with projected 1 million+ annual tourists
by 2055.

e Target population: 3.36 lakh (from current low
density).

¢ Includes ICTP (transshipment port),
international airport, power plants, township.

e Concerns raised by local Nicobarese tribes;
case under Calcutta High Court.

Key Points

o Infrastructurelnternational Container
Transshipment Port at Galathea Bay.
International airport (civil + defence use).
Gas and solar power plants.
Multi-modal logistics hub.
Tourism ModelTypes: wellness, eco-
tourism, beach, adventure, business
tourism.
o Entertainment hubs (theme parks, possible
casino).
Land UseTotal area: 166.10 sq km.
40.8% urbanisable.
121.86 sq km forest diversion.
PopulationProjected: 3.36 lakh by 2055.
Indigenous population: ~7,500 » ~11,500.
Phases2025-2035: Core infrastructure.
2036-2041: Expansion.
2042-2047: Future development.
IssuesForest Rights Act compliance
concerns.
Tribal relocation (Pulobhabi).
o Ecological sensitivity of island ecosystem.
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Static Linkages

e Location near Malacca Strait - global trade
significance.

* Fragile island ecosystems - biodiversity
hotspots.

e oo
Forest Rights Act, 2006 - tribal consent
mandatory.

EIA Notification — environmental clearance
process.

CRZ norms — coastal regulation.
Blue Economy concept (Economic Survey).
Disaster vulnerability: tsunami-prone region.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Enhances India’s strategic presence in Indo-
Pacific region.

Development of transshipment hub reduces
dependence on foreign ports (e.g., Colombo,
Singapore).

Promotes economic growth, tourism, and
employment.

Strengthens Blue Economy and maritime
infrastructure.

Concerns

Large-scale deforestation (121+ sq km) threatens
biodiversity.

Risk to endemic flora and fauna in a fragile
ecosystem.

Tribal displacement and cultural erosion.
Questions over procedural compliance (FRA, EIA).
Risk of over-tourism and environmental
degradation.

High disaster vulnerability (tsunami-prone zone).

Way Forward

Ensure free, prior and informed consent of tribal
communities.

Strict implementation of Forest Rights Act and EIA
norms.

Adopt sustainable, low-impact eco-tourism
model.

Limit deforestation; strengthen biodiversity
conservation measures.

Develop disaster-resilient infrastructure.
Continuous monitoring by independent expert
bodies.

Balance strategic, economic, and ecological
priorities.



An alternative to Viksit Bharat Shiksha Adhisthan Bill
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

Key Points

The Viksit Bharat Shiksha Adhisthan (VBSA) Bill
seeks to provide a statutory framework for
implementing the National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020.

The Bill is currently under examination by a
Joint Parliamentary Committee (JPC), inviting
stakeholder feedback.

Concerns have been raised regarding
centralisation of powers, erosion of
institutional autonomy, and constitutional
validity.

The Bill proposes regulatory councils with
extensive powers over standards,
accreditation, and governance of higher
education institutions (HEIs).

Expands Union control beyond Entry 66 (Union
List) by granting wide regulatory authority over
HEls.

Introduces centralised councils for regulation,
accreditation, and standards-setting.

Reduces consultative role of institutions,
including dilution of provisions under the UGC
Act.

Applies to Central, State, and private
universities, impacting institutional autonomy.
Promotes output-based evaluation
(publications, patents, rankings) over
outcome-based assessment.

Lacks explicit provisions for affirmative action
(SC/ST/OBC reservations).

Encourages private participation and loan-based
education financing, raising concerns over equity.
Weak institutional role for State Higher Education
Councils (SHECs).

Accreditation proposed via third-party agencies,
potentially bypassing deliberative processes.
Absence of clear mechanisms for inter-regional equity
and funding support to State universities.

Static Linkages

Education in Concurrent List (Seventh Schedule) -
shared responsibility of Centre and States

Entry 66, Union List — coordination and determination
of standards in higher education

UGC Act, 1956 - regulatory framework and consultative
inspection mechanism

Concept of Cooperative Federalism

Principles of Social Justice and Equity in Education
(Articles 14, 15, 21A)

Role of Public Funding in Welfare State

Importance of Institutional Autonomy in Knowledge
Economy

Critical Analysis
Positives

Provides legal backing to NEP 2020 reforms
Aims to ensure uniform standards and global
competitiveness

Introduces technology-driven accreditation
mechanisms

Attempts to streamline fragmented regulatory
structure

Concerns

Federal Overreach: Undermines State role in education
(Concurrent List)

Centralisation: Excessive power to Union-controlled
bodies

Institutional Autonomy: Reduced role of universities in
decision-making

Equity Issues: Lack of focus on reservation and
inclusive access

Commercialisation: Shift towards private funding and
loans

Bureaucratisation: Academic governance dominated by
bureaucrats

One-size-fits-all Standards: Ignores regional diversity

Way Forward

Ensure balanced Centre-State participation
(cooperative federalism)

Strengthen role of State Higher Education Councils
(SHECs)

Create an independent Higher Education Grants
Council (HEGC)

Safeguard institutional autonomy and academic
freedom

Ensure mandatory reservation and social justice
provisions

Adopt outcome-based and impact-oriented evaluation
Promote consultative and decentralised governance



Bolstering deterrence through submarine dominance

0 April 3, the word Wridhamas’ found
mention in Defence Minksier
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s design and pr of
these vessebi. A a time when the roser of the
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st o i, o will b coimiesd for New Delli 1
keep pace with Befjing.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

e Acryptic reference by Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh indicated the likely
commissioning of INS Aridhaman, the third
nuclear-powered ballistic missile submarine
(SSBN) of India.

e |t follows earlier inductions: INS Arihant (2016)
and INS Arighat (2024), forming part of India’s
indigenous SSBN programme.

e The submarine is in advanced trial stages, as
confirmed by the Chief of Naval Staff.

e The development strengthens India’s nuclear
triad capability and enhances maritime
deterrence amid growing geopolitical tensions
in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR).

Key Points
* INS Aridhaman Features:
o ~7000-tonne displacement (larger than
predecessors).
o Capacity: up to 24 K-15 (Sagarika) missiles
or 8 K-4/K-5 nuclear missiles.
e Comparison with earlier SSBNs:
o Earlier vessels carried ~12 K-15 and 4 K-4
missiles.
* Nuclear Triad:
o Land-based missiles, air-delivered
weapons, and sea-based SSBNs.
o Indiajoins P5 nations (US, Russia, China,
France, UK) in possessing triad capability.
e Strategic Importance:
o Strengthens second-strike capability.
o Enhances survivability of nuclear arsenal.
e Maritime Security Context:
o Rising Chinese presence in the Indian
Ocean via dual-use vessels.
o Increasing relevance of multi-domain
warfare (land-air-sea integration).
* Indigenisation:
o Boost to Atmanirbhar Bharat in defence
production.

o SSBN programme largely indigenous.
e Future Plans:
o Fourth Arihant-class SSBN in pipeline.
o Indigenous nuclear attack submarines
(SSNs) planned by 2036-38.

Static Linkages

e Concept of nuclear deterrence and second-
strike capability.

¢ India’s No First Use (NFU) nuclear doctrine.

¢ Role of Indian Ocean Region (IOR) in global
trade and geopolitics.

e Evolution of modern warfare: multi-domain
operations.

¢ Defence indigenisation and self-reliance in
strategic sectors.

e Strategic importance of sea lanes of
communication (SLOCs).

Critical Analysis
Positives
* Enhances credible minimum deterrence
posture
* Improves survivability of nuclear arsenal
(stealth capability)
e Strengthens India’s strategic autonomy
¢ Boosts indigenous defence ecosystem
e Counters growing Chinese presence in IOR
Challenges
¢ High financial and maintenance costs
e Limited number of submarines - affects
continuous deterrence patrols
e Technological gaps (stealth, detection
systems)
e Potential regional arms race
* Need for robust command and control
systems

Way Forward
e Expand SSBN fleet for continuous at-sea
deterrence (CASD)
e Fast-track indigenous SSN programme
* |nvestin advanced stealth and surveillance
technologies

e Strengthen maritime infrastructure and basing

¢ Enhance jointness in defence forces (theatre
commands)

e Maintain balance between deterrence and
strategic stability



Turning up
Voter enthusiasm is a sign of
a healthy democracy

ssam and Puducherry recorded histori-

cally the highest, and Kerala close o the

highest, turnout in Assembly polls held
on April 9. In Assam, 85.91% of the electorate
turned up to vote, while in Puducherry it was
89.97% and in Kerala, 78.27%. It is hazardous to
pinpeint the reasons for high turnouts and
treacherous to read meanings into them. Howey-
er, some reasons are objectively identifiable and
some meaningful conjectures can be made. The
Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of the electoral
rolls in Puducherry and Kerala culled considera-
ble numbers of names - 7.5% and 3.2%, respec-
tively. In Assam, given that a process for the crea-
tion of a National Register of Citizens for the State
is underway, it was a Special Revision which is a
less rigorous updating of the rolls that led to its
shrinking by less than 1%. The smaller size of the
denominator - the size of the electorate - s one
reason why the turnout percentages are high.
Ghost voters and duplicate entries may have
been eliminated in the process. Another reason
for the higher urmout is that due to intense con-
cerns regarding potential disenfranchisement
around the SIR/SR, voters may have taken a keen-
er interest in turning up at the booth. In Assam,
for instance, large numbers of migrant voters tra-
velled home to vote, In Kerala, anecdotal report-
ing suggests that its migrant voters from West
Asia who travel during polling season could not
do so this time due to the ongoing war.

The Election Commission of India, which is
facing flak on various issues, ok pride in the
high turnout. CEC Gyanesh Kumar termed it a
“historic testimony not only for India but for the
entire democratic world.” Chief Ministers of all
three States hailed the voter enthusiasm as a
mark of popular support for the continuation of
their governments, while the Opposition in all
three sought 1o interpret it as a bugle of change.
That dispute will be settled when the votes are
counted on May 4, but regardless of the outcome,
voter enthusiasm is the sign of a healthy demoe-
racy. That precisely is the reason why the ECI
should take on board in an enabling rather than a
mestrictive manner all the disputes regarding the
SIR. While the SIR can clean up the voter rolls, it
should never become a case of throwing the baby
out with the bathwater.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News
* Assembly elections held on April 9 recorded
very high voter turnout:
o Assam - 85.91%
o Puducherry - 89.97%
o Kerala-78.27%
* Electoral roll revisions conducted before
elections:
o Special Intensive Revision (SIR) in
Puducherry and Kerala
o Special Revision (SR) in Assam
e Election Commission of India highlighted
turnout as a sign of strong democratic
participation.

Key Points
o Electoral Roll CleaningSIR removed 7.5%
(Puducherry) and 3.2% (Kerala) voters.

o SRin Assam reduced rolls marginally (<1%).
o Removal of duplicate/ghost voters - higher

turnout percentage (denominator effect).
o Participation DriversFear of
disenfranchisement increased voter
turnout.
o Increased political awareness and
mobilisation.

o Migration patterns influenced turnout
(return migration in Assam, absence in
Kerala).

o Democratic SignificanceHigh turnout =
active citizen participation, not necessarily
political preference.

o Reflects credibility of electoral process,
but requires caution in interpretation.

Static Linkages

Article 324 - Powers and functions of Election
Commission.

Article 326 — Universal Adult Suffrage.
Representation of the People Act, 1950 -
Electoral rolls.

Representation of the People Act, 1951 -
Conduct of elections.

Free and fair elections — Part of Basic Structure
doctrine (SC judgments).

Concept of political participation in
democracy.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Strengthens legitimacy of democratic process.
Improved electoral rolls enhance accuracy and
transparency.

Indicates increased civic engagement.

Concerns

Risk of exclusion of genuine voters during
SIR/SR.

Turnout influenced by fear » trust deficit in
institutions.

Political misinterpretation of turnout data.

Way Forward

Ensure inclusive electoral roll revision with due
safeguards.

Strengthen appeal and correction
mechanisms.

Use technology with privacy safeguards for roll
purification.

Enhance voter awareness and confidence-
building measures.

Improve institutional transparency of ECI.



Rebuilding ties
India must approach foreign relations
with more pragmatism, less emotion

ew Delhi's recent moves to re-engage di-
N plomatically and hold Foreign Office Con-

sultations with diplomats in Turkiye and
Azerbaijan is a considerable shift in the govern-
ment’s policy, especially over the past year. Since
the India-Pakistan conflict and Operation Sin-
door in May 2025, the government had expressed
its anger not just at Pakistan, but at countries that
were seen as supportive of Pakistan, diplomati-
cally or militarily during the conflict. In particu-
lar, the Ministry of External Affairs had expressed
its disappointment with statements made by Tur-
kiye, Azerbaijan and Malaysia, that questioned
the government’s decision to launch strikes on
terror sites in Pakistan after the Pahalgam terror
attacks. During briefings about Operation Sin-
doar, as the 95-hour military conflict from May 7-
10 was named, the government left out envoys
from countries that it felt had not expressed soli-
darity with India. In a military briefing in July, the
deputy chief of army staff said India had had to
contend with at least three adversaries on its bor-
der with Pakistan, including Turkiye. Azerbaijan
too was believed to have helped Pakistan with
technological support. Trade and tourism to Tur-
kiye and Azerbaijan dropped significantly for sev-
eral months, as calls to boycott them went out
from influential accounts. During its evacuation
of Indians from Iran after U.S.-Israel airstrikes on
nuclear installations in June 2025, the MEA point-
edly told those heading out by land routes to use
Armenia and Turkmenistan, not either Turkiye
or Azerbaifan. In addition, foreign policy com-
mentary suggested that India was building an al-
liance of India, Armenia, and Greece as a counter
to their age-old rivals - Pakistan, Azerbaijan and
Turkiye - who had already formed a strong trilat-
eral grouping. Given the heated rhetoric, and the
freeze in diplomatic ties, the decision to send Se-
cretary West in the MEA, Sibi George, to Baku to
revive Forelgn Office Consultations with Azerbai-
jani counterpants last week, and to invite the Tur-
kish Deputy Foreign Minister to Delhi this week,
are significant diplomatic moves that indicate
that Baku and Ankara too feel that better bilateral
relations are in their interests.

In a world more fraught with conflicts that fast
spiral out of control, it is necessary for New Delhi
to pick its diplomatic battles more carefully. The
quick escalation from government demarches to
online outrage and calls for boycotts have in the
past few years had a detrimental impact on bilat-
eral ties with close friends as well as neighbours.
With countries that are adversaries, as both Tur-
kiye and Azerbaljan have been, given their close-
ness to Pakistan and positions on the Kashmir
dispute, New Delhi must consider its options
with less emotion and more pragmatism. India
has traditionally managed relations between riv-
als without allowing itself to be hyphenated with
Pakistan, or by falling into multilateral “camps™.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

* [ndia has recently resumed Foreign Office
Consultations with Azerbaijan and invited
officials from Turkey, marking a shift in
diplomatic posture.

e Relations had deteriorated after the India-
Pakistan conflict (May 2025) and Operation
Sindoor following the Pahalgam terror attacks.

e Countries like Turkey, Azerbaijan, and Malaysia
had criticized India’s strikes on terror camps in
Pakistan.

* India responded with diplomatic distancing,
exclusion from briefings, and implicit
economic disengagement (tourism/trade
decline).

* Recent outreach indicates a shift from reactive
diplomacy to pragmatic engagement amid
evolving geopolitical realities.

Key Points
e Operation Sindoor (May 7-10, 2025): 96-hour
conflict with Pakistan; diplomatic tensions
extended to third-party countries.
o Strategic Alignments:Turkey—Azerbaijan-
Pakistan trilateral cooperation
(military/diplomatic).

o Emerging counter-alignment: India—Armenia-
Greece (informal balancing).

o Diplomatic Freeze Indicators:Exclusion of
certain envoys during official briefings.

o Public calls for economic boycotts
(tourism/trade decline).

o Advisory during evacuation from Iran to avoid
Turkey/Azerbaijan routes.

o Recent Developments:MEA re-engagement
via high-level diplomatic visits.

o Signals mutual interest in stabilizing bilateral
ties.

e Core Shift: From emotion-driven response -
interest-based diplomacy.

Static Linkages

e India’s tradition of strategic autonomy / non-
alignment (evolved as multi-alignment).

e Principle of Panchsheel (peaceful coexistence,
non-interference).

e Role of diplomacy in safeguarding national
interest vs ideological positioning.

e Importance of balance of power in international
relations.

e Economic diplomacy: trade, connectivity, and
diaspora considerations.

e Use of soft power and restraint in foreign policy.

Critical Analysis
Positives
e Reinforces India’s image as a responsible global
actor.
e Prevents formation of rigid anti-India blocs.
e Preserves strategic space in West Asia and
Eurasia.
e Enables cooperation in trade, connectivity, and
energy sectors.
Concerns
e Turkey and Azerbaijan’s continued alignment with
Pakistan on Kashmir.
e Risk of perceived inconsistency in India’s foreign
policy stance.
e Domestic pressure due to nationalist sentiment
and boycott calls.
e Strategic competition in sensitive regions like the
Caucasus.

Way Forward

e Follow calibrated engagement with clear red lines
on sovereignty and terrorism.

e Strengthen multi-alignment strategy without
entering rigid blocs.

e Enhance economic and cultural diplomacy to
rebuild trust.

e Maintain consistency between strategic signaling
and actions.

e Promote measured public discourse to avoid
reactionary diplomacy.



Govt. e compliance
burden on MSMEs due to war

MSME exporters don't have the resources to keep on top of constantly changing tariffs, penalties,
and procedures brought on by shipping disruptions and delas, say exporters, industry bodics
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According 1o exporters,
Micro, Smuall and Medium
Erterprises (MSMEs) in In-
dia are especlally strug:
gling under not just the -
nancial impact of the war
n West Asia, but also due
0 a significant Increase In
their compliance burden
and paperwork due 1o
shipments being rerouted
or returned to India,

“The situation tha i
arising in the Middle Exst,
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

The Government of India held two inter-
ministerial meetings involving the Ministry of
Commerce and the Ministry of Ports, Shipping
and Waterways to assess export disruptions.
The crisis in West Asia (Middle East) has led to
shipping route deviations, delays, and cargo
returns.
Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMES)
are disproportionately affected due to:

o Limited financial buffers

o Lack of compliance infrastructure
Exporters are facing uncertainty in tariffs,
duties, and logistics costs, impacting
competitiveness.

Key Points

o Logistical disruptionsRerouting of
shipments due to unsafe maritime routes.

o Increased transit time and freight costs.

o Compliance burdenComplex procedures
like “back-to-town” (return of export cargo
to factory).

o No adequate relief under existing schemes
for returned cargo.

o Working capital stressDelayed payments
and increased warehousing costs.

o MSMEs lack capacity to absorb shocks
compared to large firms.

o Tariff quota challengesEU and other
markets operate quarterly tariff quotas
(e.g., steel).

o Delayed shipments miss quota windows -
additional duties.

o Technological constraintsMSMEs rely on
fragmented systems (Excel-based) rather
than integrated compliance tools.

o Institutional responseGovernment
engaging with Export Promotion Councils
(EPCs) and industry stakeholders.

Static Linkages

MSMEs contribute about 30% to India’s GDP
and ~45% of exports (Ministry of MSME).
Foreign Trade Policy (FTP) 2023 emphasizes
export promotion and ease of doing business.
Logistics Performance Index (World Bank)
highlights efficiency of customs and shipping.
WTO rules on tariffs, quotas, and trade
facilitation (Trade Facilitation Agreement).
Supply chain disruptions as studied in
Economic Survey (post-COVID global shocks).
Concepts:

o Balance of Payments (BoP)

o Trade elasticity & competitiveness

o Non-tariff barriers and quotas

Critical Analysis
Issues / Challenges

High compliance burden on MSMEs
Rising logistics costs - loss of export
competitiveness

Policy gaps in handling returned/rerouted
cargo

Lack of technological adoption in MSMEs
Global supply chain vulnerabilities

Implications

Potential decline in exports

Pressure on Balance of Payments (BoP)
Weakening of MSME-led employment and
growth

Way Forward

Develop single-window digital compliance
system for exporters

Extend government relief to returned and
rerouted cargo

Promote technology adoption via subsidies for
MSMEs

Diversify trade routes (e.g., alternative
corridors)

Strengthen export credit and insurance (ECGC)
Improve coordination with Export Promotion
Councils (EPCs)
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

* Recent debates have emerged regarding the
judicial use of “constitutional morality” in
court rulings.

* The Solicitor General expressed scepticism
about its application before the Supreme
Court of India in the context of the Sabarimala
case (Indian Young Lawyers Association v.
State of Kerala).

* The concept has been widely invoked in
landmark judgments such as Navtej Singh
Johar v. Union of India.

e Critics argue that the term is vague and
enables judicial overreach, while proponents
view it as essential to uphold constitutional
values like liberty and equality.

* The debate reflects tensions between judicial
interpretation and societal norms.

Key Points

o Constitutional MoralityRefers to adherence

to core constitutional values: liberty,
equality, fraternity, and rule of law.

o Emphasizes restraint, respect for diversity,
and institutional balance.

o Judicial UseUsed as a guiding principle in
adjudication, especially in rights-based
cases.

o Helps courts test laws and practices
against constitutional ideals rather than
popular sentiment.

o CriticismConsidered vague and lacking
precise legal definition.

o Seen as enabling judicial activism and
expansion of judicial power.

o Societal Morality vs Constitutional
MoralitySocietal morality reflects
prevailing social norms.

o L
But which ones do, and on what  whichotr judiciary now seerns, segrettably, aw.
grounds, mn-
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Static Linkages

Concept of Rule of Law (A.V. Dicey)
Fundamental Rights - Articles 14,19, 21
Doctrine of Basic Structure

Separation of Powers

Judicial Review

Constitutional Supremacy

Liberty, Equality, Fraternity (Preamble)
Social Reform vs Tradition debates (NCERT Polity)

Critical Analysis
Advantages

Protects Fundamental Rights against
discriminatory practices.

Acts as a check on majoritarianism.
Facilitates progressive social reform.
Strengthens constitutional supremacy.

Disadvantages

Conceptual vagueness - subjective
interpretation.

Risk of judicial overreach into legislative domain.
Weakens predictability of law.

May undermine democratic decision-making.

Challenges

Balancing judicial activism vs restraint.
Harmonising individual rights and institutional
autonomy.

Ensuring consistency in judgments.

Way Forward

Clearly define scope and limits of constitutional
morality.

Strengthen reasoned judgments and judicial
discipline.

Promote institutional balance among organs of
government.

Encourage constitutional literacy and awareness.
Use the concept sparingly with objective
standards.



LPG shock could impact
nutrition outcomes
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

The ongoing West Asia crisis has disrupted
global supply chains of LPG, fertilisers, and
energy resources.

India, with high import dependence on energy
and fertiliser inputs, is facing rising cooking
fuel prices and supply constraints.

Reports indicate panic buying, black-
marketing, and stress on LPG-dependent
MSMEs.

Early signs of reverse migration similar to
COVID-19 lockdown in India are visible.
Government has prioritised domestic LPG
supply over commercial use and is exploring
alternative import sources.

Key Points

o Rising Cost of Cooking FuelAs per HCES

2023-24:
= Fuel & light constitute ~6% of monthly
per capita expenditure.

o Increase in LPG prices - higher cost of meal
preparation.

o Cost of Healthy Diet (CoHD)Based on
Indian Council of Medical Research dietary
guidelines:

= ¥73/day (minimum food cost).

o Including cooking costs » increases by
~39.5/day.

o 32-62% population unable to afford a
healthy diet.

o Food Inflation MechanismDependence on
fertiliser imports -» supply disruption.

o Rising transportation & mechanisation
costs.

o Leads to cost-push inflation in agriculture.

o Impact on NutritionDecline in consumption
of:

= Pulses, vegetables, protein-rich foods

o Shift towards cheaper, calorie-dense
cereals - nutritional imbalance.

o Economic ImpactLPG-dependent MSMEs
face production decline.

o Migrant labour returning » urban economic
slowdown.

Static Linkages

e Engel’s Law - relationship between income and
food expenditure.

e Food security vs nutrition security distinction.

e Cost-push inflation (input-driven price rise).

¢ |India’s energy import dependence (~85% crude
oil).

* Limitations of cereal-based PDS.

e Link between agricultural input costs and food
inflation.

Critical Analysis

o PositivesPrioritisation of household LPG
supply safeguards basic welfare.

o Existing schemes like Pradhan Mantri
Ujjwala Yojana ensure clean cooking access.

o ChallengesDual burden of fuel inflation +
food inflation.

o Rising unaffordability of nutritious diets.

o MSME slowdown and migrant distress.

o PDS remains calorie-centric, not nutrition-
sensitive.

o Core IssueRisk of transition from nutrition
security to subsistence-level food
consumption.

Way Forward

e Expand food subsidy basket to include pulses,
proteins, and vegetables.

e Strengthen PMUY with targeted refill subsidies
and migrant inclusion.

* Promote alternative cooking energy (biogas,
solar).

e Enhance fertiliser self-reliance and diversify
imports.

e Adopt a food systems approach integrating
agriculture, nutrition, and energy policies.



A warlesson: Think big,
bebold, athome

HEFIRSTwave ofglobalisation fromthe 1870s, after the

opening of Suez Canal and laying of a permanent trans-

atlantic cable connecting Europe and North America,

resulted in the US becoming the world’s economic
superpower. It maintained that positionevenduringthe warand
depression years (1914-45), when global trade collapsed and re-
covered yoverthe nextthreetofour decades Thesecond
wave, following the disintegration of the Soviet Bloc in 1989 and
lasting till the 20105, led toChina'semergence as the “world’s fac-
tory”and “mega-trader”, Thisdecade ought tohave been India’s,
givenits favourableyouth demographics (like China's during the
19805 to the 2010s) and policy initiatives spurring digitisation
(through Jan Dhan-Aadhaar-Mobile), formalisation (GST and de-
monetisation) and investments in physical infrastructure, from
ports and airports to highways and renewable energy. Sadly, the
demographic dividend from a labour foree “bulge” hasn't ma-
terialised duetosuccessive disruptions — Covid, wars in Ukraine
and Iran, and US President Donald Trump's unilateral tariffs.

“The basis of globalisation — founded on the free movement
of goods, services, capital. people and ideas across borders — has
been upended, Today, the assumption of wars being a near-im-
possibility in an age of hyper-economic interdependence be-
tween countries lies in tatters. The current decade has seen two
major episodes of migrant workers in big cities and industrial
centres leaving for theirvillages and hometowns, the firstexodus
duringthe Covid lockdown and the second onaccount of cooking
gasshortagestriggered by the Iranwar. Inshort, while China rode
the second wave of globalisation to realise the economic growth
potential from its high working age-to-dependent population
ratio, India has been relatively unlucky on that score,
Whether these setbacks are temporary or not, Indian policy-

makers and firms will have to factor geopolitical risks into their
growthstrategies. Itwould mean diversifying energy and raw ma-
terial supply chains, and building buffers (fiscal and physical)
against unexpected shocks. No less important is staying the
course on reforms and macroeconomic stability, which are the
best possible insurance against market volatility and aguarantee
of investors returning once the panic has subsided. The energy
supply and price shocks from the war, reverberating across sec-
tors, call for policy actionsbeyond picking low-hanging fruit. Re-
forming the fertiliser subsidy regime that promotes imbalanced
nutrient use — especially over-application of urea — and fixing
the losses of state discoms can wait no longer. The war has shnunk
the economic and political space for easy solutions.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News
* Globalisation is undergoing stress due to
COVID-19, Russia-Ukraine conflict, and West
Asia tensions (Iran-related disruptions).
e Historically:
o First wave (1870-1914): Rise of the United
States as an economic power.
o Second wave (post-1991): Rise of China as
“world’s factory”.
* |India entered the current decade with:
o Favourable demographic dividend.
o Structural reforms: JAM (Jan Dhan-
Aadhaar-Mobile), GST, infrastructure push.
e However, repeated global disruptions have
slowed India’s ability to capitalise on this
opportunity.

Key Points

o Globalisation Under StrainRise of
protectionism, tariffs, and geopolitical
conflicts.

o Weakening of free movement of goods,
capital, labour.

o India’s Growth ConstraintsPandemic and
wars disrupted supply chains and labour
markets.

o Reverse migration exposed weaknesses in
urban employment.

o Demographic Dividend ChallengeHigh
working-age population not translating into
employment gains.

o Energy and Supply Chain RisksHeavy reliance
on imports (oil, gas, fertilisers).

o Global price shocks impacting inflation and
industry.

o Structural IssuesFertiliser subsidy distortion -»
excessive urea usage.

o Loss-making DISCOMs affecting power sector
efficiency.

o Macroeconomic Concernslinflationary
pressures.

o Uncertainty affecting private investment.

Static Linkages

Demographic Dividend — Economic Survey;
NCERT (Indian Economic Development).
Globalisation phases - NCERT (Contemporary
World Politics).

Subsidy and fiscal burden — Budget & Economic
Survey.

Balance of Payments & trade shocks — NCERT
Macroeconomics.

Power sector reforms - UDAY Scheme, Electricity
Act.

Food security & fertiliser imbalance - Soil Health
Card Scheme.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Infrastructure and digital reforms provide long-
term growth base.

Opportunity for supply chain diversification
(China+1 strategy).

Policy push towards self-reliance.

Negatives / Challenges

Demographic dividend not translating into jobs.
External shocks increasing vulnerability.
Persistent informal sector instability.

Distorted subsidies harming agriculture
sustainability.

Weak power sector finances.

Way Forward

Promote labour-intensive manufacturing (MSMEs,
textiles).

Diversify energy imports and expand renewables.
Reform fertiliser subsidy (nutrient-based
approach).

Strengthen DISCOM reforms and reduce losses.
Build urban employment safety nets for migrants.
Maintain macroeconomic stability (inflation +
fiscal discipline).

Enhance trade integration via FTAs.



A new measure
reframes heat crisis

HEONSET of climate change has fundamentally trans-
formed the understanding of heat stress on humans,
People in most parts of the world are not only experi-
encing warmerweather, but the rise intemperatures is
also accompanied by changing moisture pattems. Humans are
resillent to high temperatures, provided sweat can evaparate.
However, when the air is saturated with moisture, sweat lingers
ontheskin, and thebodysthermoregulatory system is put under
duress. Thecombined effectof the twovariableson human health
isnottotally unknown tomedical science, Thewet bulb approach,
forinstance, attempts torecalibrate temperatures by accounting
for heat and humiding. A 35°C wet-bulb temperature is generally
considerad the theoretical upper limit of human endurance, A
new study published in Nature Communications draws on recent
episodes of intense heat and humidity to conclude that this safe
limit could be much lower. A 31°C wet-bulb temperature can be
unforgiving for the elderly and people who work eutdoors.

‘The new understanding reframes India’s climate challenge.
Several cities routinely report heat indices that push human tol-
erance to its limits, even when wet-bulb temperatures remain
below 35°C. The tragedy in Navi Mumbai, three vears ago, when
sunstroke claimed 13livesevenwhen the temperature, according
to the Mot departmaent, was about 35°C, underlined the need 1o
redrawthe metrics of well-being duringsummer. However, plan-
ning has been slow to factor in the new imperatives. Concrete-
dense neighbourhoods, sparse tree cover, and inadequate venti-
lation create “urban heat islands” where temperatures can be
several degrees higher than surrounding nural areas. Insuchen-
vironments, nighttime offerslittle space to recover from the heat
stress of the day. Heat thresholds are also shaped by social con-
ditions. For construction workers, farm labotirers, street vendors,
and those who work in the gig economy, heat and humidity are
oocupational hazards.

Inrecent years, Indian cities have tried to draw up heat action
plans. However, these plans are often based on dry-heat thresh-
olds, and not the more dangerous combination of heat and hu-
midity. Mostof themare also notattunedtolocal idiosyncrasies.
Protecting people from heat, humidity and rainfall requires
granular knowledge. Dealing with a new formof heat will require
joining several dots. India’s cities do not have time to lose.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context

* Arecent study published in Nature
Communications highlights that human
tolerance to heat is significantly lower when
humidity is considered.

e The earlier theoretical survival limit of 35°C
wet-bulb temperature is being revised, with
evidence suggesting ~31°C can already be
dangerous, especially for vulnerable
populations.

* InIndia, rising heat + humidity conditions along
with rapid urbanisation are intensifying heat
stress.

e Existing Heat Action Plans (HAPs) remain
largely focused on dry heat, making them
inadequate for emerging climate realities.

Key Points
e Wet-bulb temperature:
o Indicates combined effect of temperature +
humidity.
o High humidity reduces sweat evaporation -
impairs body cooling.
* New scientific finding:
o Dangerous threshold may be ~31°C wet-
bulb, not 35°C.
e Urban Heat Island Effect:
o Concrete structures, low vegetation -
higher temperatures than rural areas.
o Elevated night-time temperatures prevent
recovery from daytime heat stress.

Vulnerable sections:
o Elderly, children
o Qutdoor workers (construction, agriculture,
street vendors, gig workers)
India’s policy gaps:
o Heat Action Plans based on dry temperature
thresholds.
o Lack of localised micro-climate data.
o Weak occupational heat safety regulations.

Static Linkages

Wet-bulb temperature — concept in climatology
(NCERT Geography).

Urban Heat Island effect — urban geography &
environment.

NDMA Heatwave Guidelines (2016) -
preparedness, awareness, early warning.

Disaster Management Act, 2005 - legal framework
for disaster response.

IPCC Reports - highlight rise in compound climate
extremes.

Article 21 - Right to life includes health and safe
environment.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Improved scientific understanding of heat stress
using wet-bulb temperature.

Expansion of Heat Action Plans across Indian
cities.

Better early warning systems by IMD.

Challenges

Continued reliance on dry heat metrics »
underestimation of risk.

Urban planning deficits leading to heat islands.
Socio-economic inequality increases vulnerability.
Lack of granular and local climate data.

Absence of legal safeguards for outdoor workers.

Implications

Increased heat-related mortality and illness.
Reduced labour productivity and economic
output.

Growing public health burden.

Way Forward

Integrate wet-bulb temperature thresholds into
Heat Action Plans.

Develop city-specific climate and heat
vulnerability mapping.

Promote urban cooling strategies:

o Green cover, cool roofs, reflective materials.
Enforce occupational heat safety standards (rest,
hydration, timing shifts).

Establish public cooling centres and water access
points.

Strengthen last-mile dissemination of heat alerts.
Align policies with climate-resilient urban planning
(NITI Aayog recommendations).
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