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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Assembly elections in Assam, Kerala, and
Puducherry recorded historic voter turnout:

Assam – 85.91% (highest ever)
Puducherry – 89.87% (highest ever)
Kerala – 78.27% (close to 1987 record)

Elections conducted by the Election
Commission of India across 296 Assembly
constituencies.
Total electorate: 5.31+ crore voters.
Bypolls held in Karnataka, Nagaland, and
Tripura.
Counting of votes scheduled for May 4.

Key Points
Massive electoral exercise:

~63,000 polling stations
~2.5 lakh polling personnel deployed

Electoral Roll Reforms:
Special Intensive Revision (SIR) undertaken
for accuracy.

Voter-Friendly Initiatives:
Candidate photographs on EVM ballot units
Improved voter information slips
Mobile deposit facilities
Cap of 1,200 voters per polling station

Participation Trends:
Several polling booths in Assam reported
>95% turnout

Concerns Reported:
Instances of violence
Allegations of proxy voting
Concerns regarding EVM security

Static Linkages 
Article 324 → Powers of Election Commission
Article 326 → Universal Adult Franchise
Representation of the People Act, 1950 →
Electoral rolls

Representation of the People Act, 1951 →
Conduct of elections
Free and Fair Elections → Basic Structure
Doctrine (SC judgments)
EVM & VVPAT → Ensuring transparency and
verifiability
Model Code of Conduct (MCC) → Ethical
electoral conduct

Critical Analysis
Significance

Reflects deepening democratic participation
Indicates greater political awareness and
mobilisation
Demonstrates administrative efficiency of
election machinery
Strengthens legitimacy of elected
governments

Challenges
Electoral malpractices (proxy voting, violence)
Trust deficit in EVMs among sections of
stakeholders
Regional disparities in turnout (urban vs rural)
Influence of identity politics and polarization

Stakeholder Perspective
Voters → Increased awareness but concerns
about fairness
Political parties → Competing narratives on
mandate
Election Commission → Balancing scale,
neutrality, credibility

Way Forward
Strengthen VVPAT-based audit mechanisms
Enhance transparency in EVM functioning
Promote urban voter participation campaigns
Use technology (AI, webcasting) to curb
malpractice
Introduce remote voting options for migrant
workers
Ensure strict enforcement of MCC and
electoral laws
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

A tentative ceasefire between Iran and Israel
was announced after escalating hostilities.
Soon after, Israel conducted heavy airstrikes
on Beirut in Lebanon, causing over 300 deaths
and more than 1,100 injuries.
Iran accused Israel of violating the ceasefire
and warned of strong retaliation.
Iran indicated possible disruption in the Strait
of Hormuz, a key global oil transit route.
The U.S. and Iran are expected to hold talks
amid tensions over Iran’s nuclear enrichment
program.

Key Points
Ceasefire Fragility: Immediate violations
reflect lack of trust and weak enforcement.
Lebanon’s Strategic Position: Seen as part of
Iran-backed “Resistance Axis” (including
Hezbollah).
Humanitarian Impact: Large-scale civilian
casualties in Beirut.
Energy Security Concern:

Strait of Hormuz carries nearly 20% of
global oil supply.

Nuclear Dispute:
Iran insists on its right to uranium
enrichment under peaceful use provisions.

Geopolitical Implications:
U.S. involvement signals broader West
Asian strategic contest.

Static Linkages
Strait of Hormuz connects the Persian Gulf
with the Gulf of Oman and Arabian Sea.
Principle of freedom of navigation under
UNCLOS.
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT):

Permits peaceful nuclear use but restricts
weaponization.

West Asian geopolitics linked with:
Proxy conflicts
Sectarian divides

India’s crude oil import dependence (~85%)—
Energy security concern.

Critical Analysis
Positive Dimensions

Indicates scope for diplomatic engagement
despite tensions.
U.S.–Iran talks could revive nuclear negotiation
frameworks.
Reinforces need for multilateral conflict
resolution mechanisms.

Concerns
Ceasefire violations reduce credibility of
agreements.
Civilian casualties raise concerns under
international humanitarian law.
Possible disruption of Strait of Hormuz
threatens global energy supply.
Nuclear disagreement increases proliferation
risks.
Risk of regional escalation involving multiple
actors.

Way Forward
Strengthen ceasefire monitoring through
neutral international mechanisms (e.g., UN-led
oversight).
Promote sustained diplomatic dialogue
including regional stakeholders.
Ensure adherence to international
humanitarian law.
Secure global energy routes through
multilateral cooperation.
Revive nuclear agreements with balanced
safeguards and verification.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

World Bank has revised India’s GDP growth
forecast for 2026–27 to 6.6%, down from 7.2%.
The revision is attributed to ongoing conflict in
West Asia (Middle East) affecting global energy
markets.
The projection assumes prolonged disruption
in oil and gas supply till end-2026.
The estimate comes from the India
Development Update (2026), companion to the
South Asia Economic Update 2026.
South Asia’s overall growth is also projected to
slow to 6.3% in 2026 (from 7% in 2025).

Key Points
Growth Drivers (Earlier Projection –
7.2%)Strong momentum from Q4 of FY26
Pro-growth reforms and macroeconomic
stability
Revised Growth (6.6%) due to:Rising energy
prices (oil & gas)
Reduced household consumption
Lower government spending flexibility
Sectoral Impact:Industrial growth expected
to decline to 7.5% (from 8.8%)
Manufacturing (electronics, automobiles)
remains a key support
Services sector (business, hospitality) faces
input cost pressures
External Sector Risks:India’s high
dependence on energy imports
Lower export demand from Gulf economies
Potential fall in remittances due to labour
market disruption in Gulf
Fiscal Concerns:Subsidies and excise cuts
to cushion fuel prices may derail fiscal
consolidation

Critical Analysis
Positives / Resilience Factors

Strong domestic demand base cushions shocks
Diversified economy with strong services
sector
Government’s reform agenda (PLI schemes,
infrastructure push)
Manufacturing sectors like electronics &
automobiles show resilience

Concerns / Challenges
High energy import dependence →
vulnerability to geopolitical shocks
Inflationary pressure due to fuel price rise
Risk to fiscal discipline due to subsidies
Declining export demand from Gulf region
Possible fall in remittances, affecting current
account

Stakeholder Perspectives
Government: Balancing growth vs fiscal
prudence
Industry: Facing rising input costs and demand
slowdown
Consumers: Reduced purchasing power due to
inflation
Global institutions: Emphasizing private
sector-led growth

Way Forward
Diversify energy sources via renewables and
strategic reserves
Accelerate domestic manufacturing under
Make in India
Enhance export diversification beyond Gulf
markets
Strengthen fiscal consolidation roadmap while
targeting subsidies
Promote private investment and ease of doing
business
Boost skilling and employment generation for
demographic dividend

Static Linkages
India imports ~85% of its crude oil
requirement (Economic Survey trends).
Oil price rise leads to cost-push
inflation → impacts CPI and WPI.
Twin deficit problem: Fiscal deficit +
Current Account Deficit worsen with
high oil prices.
Remittances form a key part of India’s
external sector (~$100+ billion annually,
RBI trends).
Industrial growth measured via Index of
Industrial Production (IIP).
GDP estimation based on Gross Value
Added (GVA) across sectors.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

India aims to achieve 50% Gross Enrolment
Ratio (GER) in higher education as envisioned
in the National Education Policy 2020.
Current GER stands at 29.5% (2022–23) despite
expansion in institutions from 51,534 (2014–15)
to over 70,000.
Key concern: capacity expansion alone is
insufficient; access, affordability, and quality
remain barriers.
Scholarships are increasingly being viewed as
central policy tools, not peripheral financial
aids.

Key Points
Three major challenges:Access disparities
across regions and social groups
Affordability constraints (high private cost
of education)
Quality concerns affecting employability
outcomes
Existing initiatives:National Scholarship
Portal – single-window system for multiple
schemes
Central Sector Scheme of Scholarship for
College and University Students – ~82,000
scholarships annually
Interest subsidy and credit guarantee
schemes for education loans

Key insight: “Seats alone do not create
students”; financial and social barriers limit
participation.
Scholarships can also provide:

Mentorship and career guidance
Exposure and leadership development
Social mobility and inclusion

Static Linkages
Gross Enrolment Ratio = Enrolled population (18–23
age group) ÷ total population in that age group
Directive Principles emphasize promotion of
education and equal opportunity
Human capital formation is a key driver of economic
growth
Public expenditure on education target: 6% of GDP
(policy recommendation)
Social justice principle: equitable access to
education for disadvantaged groups

Critical Analysis
Positives

Scholarships improve equity and inclusion by
supporting disadvantaged groups
Enhance GER without excessive infrastructure
burden
Promote meritocracy and diversity in institutions
Strengthen human capital and employability

Concerns
Limited number of scholarships relative to demand
Fragmented schemes across ministries →
inefficiency
Overemphasis on financial aid only, neglecting
mentoring/support
Risk of regional and social exclusion if poorly
targeted
Loan-based financing may increase debt burden on
students

Stakeholder Perspectives
Students: Need affordability + certainty of support
Institutions: Need incentives for inclusive
admissions
Government: Balancing fiscal constraints with
expansion goals
Private sector: Role in philanthropy and
endowments

Way Forward
Shift scholarships from “add-on” to “core policy
instrument”
Design multi-year scholarships for stability
Introduce region-specific and district-focused
scholarships
Link scholarships to skill-demand sectors (AI,
healthcare, manufacturing)
Promote public-private partnerships and
philanthropic endowments
Incentivize institutions through performance-linked
funding
Integrate scholarships with mentorship, internships,
and career support
Ensure data-driven targeting via digital platforms
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Over the past decade, India has undertaken a
policy-driven expansion of women’s
empowerment, shifting from welfare to
infrastructure-based inclusion.
Large-scale flagship schemes have targeted
financial inclusion, health, clean energy, and
entrepreneurship for women.
Recent discourse emphasizes moving from
policy creation to effective last-mile delivery
and saturation.
The Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam (Women’s
Reservation Act) is seen as a transformative
step toward institutional empowerment and
political representation.
The focus is now on policy penetration,
outcome-based governance, and leadership
participation of women in India’s development
trajectory.

Key Points
Financial InclusionPM Jan Dhan Yojana: ~57
crore accounts; >55% held by women.
Self-Help Groups (SHGs)~10 crore women
across 90 lakh SHGs, driving grassroots
economic activity.
Clean Energy & WelfarePM Ujjwala Yojana:
10.5 crore households covered, reducing
indoor pollution and drudgery.
Entrepreneurship~70% of MUDRA loans
allocated to women entrepreneurs.
Labour Force ParticipationFemale Labour
Force Participation Rate (FLFPR) ~37%,
showing recovery.
Health InitiativesAyushman Bharat, PMSMA
improving maternal and general healthcare
access.

Social ChangeBeti Bachao Beti Padhao
targeting gender bias and declining child sex
ratio.
Governance ReformEmphasis on district-
level monitoring, convergence, and
accountability for last-mile delivery.

Static Linkages
Fundamental Rights: Equality before law,
prohibition of discrimination (Articles 14, 15, 16)
Directive Principles: Article 39(a), 39(d), 42
(women’s welfare and equal pay)
73rd & 74th Constitutional Amendments:
Reservation for women in local governance
Human Development Indicators: Gender
Development Index (GDI), Gender Inequality
Index (GII)
Economic Survey: Link between women’s
participation and GDP growth
SHG-Bank Linkage Programme (NABARD)
Concepts: Inclusive growth, demographic
dividend, social capital

Critical Analysis
Positives

Shift to women-led development rather than
welfare dependency
Strong financial inclusion architecture (DBT,
banking access)
Improved health, dignity, and reduction in
drudgery
Rise in entrepreneurship and SHG-based
livelihoods
Potential for better policy outcomes via
political representation

Challenges
Last-mile delivery gaps and uneven
implementation
Regional and socio-economic disparities
Low awareness and digital divide
Persistent patriarchal norms limiting agency
Capacity constraints in newly emerging women
leadership

Way Forward
Achieve saturation of schemes through targeted
identification
Strengthen district-level monitoring and
accountability mechanisms
Ensure convergence of schemes (health,
finance, livelihood)
Invest in capacity-building, training, and
leadership development
Shift from output to outcome-based evaluation
Promote digital literacy and access for women
Institutionalize feedback-driven policy design
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Assembly elections in West Bengal scheduled
in two phases (April 23 and April 29, 2026).
Electoral contest dominated by issues related
to voter identity and electoral roll revision
rather than governance.
Special Intensive Revision (SIR) conducted by
the Election Commission of India led to
deletion of ~91 lakh voters (~12%).
Disproportionate impact reported on minority
communities and border districts.
Over 60 lakh voters flagged for discrepancies;
judicial scrutiny by Supreme Court of India led
to ~27 lakh disenfranchised.
Tribunal-based remedy remains uncertain
before elections.

Key Points
Electoral roll revision is a statutory exercise
under the Representation of the People Act,
1950.
Large-scale deletions raise concerns over
inclusiveness and procedural fairness.
Burden of proof placed on voters to establish
eligibility.

Political polarization around electoral integrity vs
exclusion narrative.
Shift from development issues (employment,
industrial growth) to identity politics.
Raises concerns regarding free and fair elections
(basic structure doctrine).

Static Linkages
Article 324 – Superintendence, direction and
control of elections
Article 326 – Universal Adult Suffrage
Representation of the People Act, 1950 (electoral
rolls)
Representation of the People Act, 1951 (conduct
of elections)
Basic Structure Doctrine – Free and Fair Elections
Article 14 – Equality before law
Rule of Law and Natural Justice principles
Federalism and Centre-State relations

Critical Analysis
Positives

Periodic revision ensures removal of duplicate
and bogus voters.
Enhances credibility of electoral rolls if
conducted impartially.
Judicial intervention ensures constitutional
safeguards.

Negatives
Mass deletion risks disenfranchisement of
genuine voters.
Possible violation of equality and inclusiveness
(Article 14).
Administrative burden on vulnerable populations.
Timing close to elections undermines electoral
confidence.
Politicisation weakens neutrality of Election
Commission.

Key Issues
Balancing electoral integrity vs voter inclusion.
Institutional credibility of ECI.
Impact on democratic participation.

Way Forward
Transparent and verifiable electoral roll revision
mechanisms.
Time-bound grievance redressal before elections.
Avoid large-scale revisions near election schedule.
Use technology with safeguards (de-duplication,
digitisation).
Independent oversight and audits of electoral
processes.
Promote issue-based electoral discourse
(development-focused).
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The Reserve Bank of India’s Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC) decided to keep the repo
rate unchanged, adopting a “wait and watch”
approach.
The decision comes amid global economic
uncertainty, particularly due to the West Asia
conflict affecting supply chains and energy
prices.
The RBI Governor Sanjay Malhotra projected
GDP growth at 6.9% for 2026–27, while
acknowledging high uncertainty.
Inflation is expected to rise to around 4.6%,
mainly driven by supply-side pressures rather
than demand.
External risks include tensions around the
Strait of Hormuz, U.S. trade actions, and
possible El Niño impact on monsoon.

Key Points
Status quo on repo rate to balance inflation-
growth trade-off.
Supply-side inflation: Driven by fuel costs,
logistics disruptions, not excess demand.
Growth concerns:

Industrial slowdown flagged by World Bank
Weak consumption (households +
government tightening spending)

Forecast uncertainties:
Volatile global crude prices
Trade tensions (tariffs, investigations)
Monsoon variability (El Niño risk)

Transmission challenge: Repo rate changes affect:
Inflation (via demand compression)
Growth (via credit cost changes)

Policy rationale: Rate hike would not reduce
supply-driven inflation but would hurt growth
further.

Static Linkages
Monetary policy tools: Repo rate, Reverse repo
rate, CRR, SLR
Inflation types: Demand-pull vs Cost-push
inflation
Phillips Curve: Inflation–unemployment trade-off
GDP components: Consumption, Investment,
Government expenditure, Net exports
Monetary Policy Committee (MPC): Composition,
voting, inflation targeting (4% ± 2%)
Transmission mechanism of monetary policy
External sector vulnerabilities: Oil imports,
current account deficit
Role of expectations in macroeconomic stability

Critical Analysis
Advantages

Prevents premature tightening, supporting growth
Correctly identifies supply-side inflation, where
monetary policy has limited role
Maintains policy stability and investor confidence
Avoids negative impact on credit flow and
investment

Limitations
Inflation may remain sticky in short term
Risk of erosion of RBI credibility if inflation
persists above target
Real interest rates may become less effective

Challenges
Managing stagflation-like situation (low growth +
high inflation)
High dependence on imported crude oil
Uncertainty due to global geopolitics and climate
factors

Way Forward
Focus on supply-side measures (fuel tax
rationalisation, logistics improvement)
Strengthen energy security (diversification,
renewables)
Improve monetary-fiscal coordination
Enhance data-based forward guidance
Build resilience against external shocks and trade
disruptions
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

A tentative ceasefire has been declared after a
prolonged conflict involving Iran, United
States, and Israel, though it signals only a
pause rather than a definitive end to
hostilities.
Negotiations for a durable peace are expected,
with Pakistan acting as a key intermediary and
hosting talks.
The conflict has exposed vulnerabilities in the
existing US-led security architecture in West
Asia and raised questions about its
effectiveness.
The war has had broader geopolitical
consequences, including reputational damage
to the US and increased strategic space for
China and Russia.
India remains a significant stakeholder in the
region but has largely been a passive observer
during the conflict.

Key Points
Ceasefire reflects strategic compulsions rather
than resolution of core disputes.
Iran appears to have gained leverage in
negotiations due to resilience and asymmetric
capabilities (missiles, drones).
Pakistan’s diplomatic role signals its re-
emergence as a geopolitical intermediary.
US inability to mobilize NATO/European allies
highlights fragmentation of Western unity.
Gulf countries are reassessing reliance on US
security guarantees.
Potential decline of US-led regional security
architecture.
Opportunities for diversification of defence
partnerships in West Asia.
India faces challenges on both western (West
Asia instability) and eastern fronts (China-
Taiwan dynamics).

Static Linkages
Balance of Power theory in international
relations.
Strategic autonomy in foreign policy.
Role of intermediaries in diplomacy
(Track-I diplomacy).
Energy security and dependence on West
Asia.
Defence cooperation and military
alliances.
Concepts of multipolar world order.
Impact of war on global inflation and
supply chains.

Critical Analysis
Pros

Opportunity for India to expand
diplomatic and strategic engagement in
West Asia.
Emergence of multipolarity aligns with
India’s strategic autonomy.
Economic opportunities in post-war
reconstruction.

Cons
Threat to India’s energy security and
trade routes.
Increased instability in India’s extended
neighbourhood.
Pakistan’s enhanced diplomatic role may
impact India’s interests.
Reduced US focus on Indo-Pacific could
strengthen China’s position.

Way Forward
Maintain balanced relations with Iran,
Israel, and Gulf countries.
Strengthen energy diversification and
strategic reserves.
Expand defence and maritime
cooperation with West Asian partners.
Enhance diplomatic presence in regional
security dialogues.
Monitor China’s expanding influence in
both West Asia and Indo-Pacific.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

A fragile two-week ceasefire between the
United States and Iran is under strain ahead of
scheduled diplomatic talks.
Benjamin Netanyahu intensified military
operations against Hezbollah in Lebanon,
leading to heavy casualties.
Iran reportedly responded by closing the Strait
of Hormuz, a key global energy route.
Disagreement persists over whether Lebanon
was included in ceasefire provisions.
Rising tensions risk escalation into a broader
regional conflict involving major powers.

Key Points
Ceasefire Fragility: Lack of clarity and trust
deficit among stakeholders.
Israel’s Military Strategy:

Continued strikes despite ceasefire.
Plan to create a security zone south of
Litani River.

Humanitarian Crisis in Lebanon:
Over 1 million displaced.
More than 1,700 casualties reported.

Iran’s Strategic Move:
Closure of Strait of Hormuz threatens
global oil supply.

Global Reactions:
Criticism from European nations and the
EU.

US seen as the only actor capable of
influencing Israel.

Hezbollah Factor:
Emerged after 1982 Lebanon War.
Acts as both militant group and political
actor in Lebanon.

Static Linkages
Strait of Hormuz handles ~20% of global
petroleum trade (Energy Geography – NCERT).
Concept of ceasefire vs armistice vs peace
treaty (International Relations basics).
UN Charter – Article 2(4): Prohibition on use of
force.
Geneva Conventions: Protection of civilians
during conflict.
West Asia geopolitics:

Proxy wars and sectarian divide (Shia–
Sunni dynamics).

India’s Energy Security:
~85% crude oil import dependence
(Economic Survey).

Diaspora and evacuation diplomacy (e.g.,
Operation Ganga, Operation Raahat).

Critical Analysis
Security vs Humanitarian Concerns:

Israel’s security objectives vs civilian
protection obligations.

Erosion of Ceasefire Norms:
Undermines diplomatic credibility and
peace processes.

Risk of Regional Escalation:
Possible Iran–Israel–US confrontation.

Economic Implications:
Oil supply disruption → inflationary
pressures globally.

Complex Conflict Structure:
Presence of non-state actors like Hezbollah
complicates negotiations.

Way Forward
Enforce ceasefire through international
monitoring mechanisms.
Greater diplomatic engagement led by major
powers and the UN.
Ensure freedom of navigation in the Strait of
Hormuz.
Immediate humanitarian assistance and
reconstruction support.
Long-term political dialogue addressing root
causes of conflict.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Political transition in Bangladesh after the
ouster of Sheikh Hasina in August 2024.
Electoral victory of Bangladesh Nationalist
Party led by Tarique Rahman.
Visit of Bangladesh Foreign Minister to India
indicates efforts to reset bilateral relations.
Bangladesh raised demand for extradition of
former leadership.

Key Points
Extradition request via International Crimes
Tribunal:

Considered politically sensitive
India unlikely to comply due to due process
concerns

Ganga Water Treaty:
Signed in 1996 for 30 years
Renewal due in 2026

Bangladesh’s demands:
Increased supply of fuel and fertilisers

Areas of cooperation:
Visa normalisation
Border management (4,156 km boundary)
Trade and connectivity

Strategic relevance:
Stability in Northeast India
Regional cooperation under BIMSTEC

Static Linkages 
Neighbourhood First Policy

Act East Policy
Extradition Act, 1962
River water-sharing principles
Border management and internal security
Role of Northeast India in connectivity
Regional groupings: BIMSTEC vs SAARC

Critical Analysis
Positives

Opportunity to reset ties beyond regime-
specific engagement
Strengthening economic cooperation (trade,
energy, connectivity)
Enhances India’s strategic position in Bay of
Bengal

Challenges
Political instability in Bangladesh
Extradition issue may create diplomatic
friction
Water-sharing disputes remain sensitive
Minority-related concerns affecting bilateral
perception
Expanding Chinese influence in Bangladesh

Stakeholders
India: security, connectivity, regional influence
Bangladesh: sovereignty, economic
development
Northeast India: stability and access to
markets

Way Forward
Insulate bilateral ties from domestic political
changes
Ensure timely renewal of Ganga Water Treaty
with data transparency
Strengthen border management using
technology
Expand energy cooperation and grid
integration
Enhance connectivity (road, rail, inland
waterways)
Use BIMSTEC for strengthening regional
cooperation
Promote people-to-people engagement
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