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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

A two-week ceasefire announced between the
United States and Iran, mediated by Pakistan.
Disagreements over ceasefire terms,
especially:

Inclusion of Israel–Lebanon front
Control of Strait of Hormuz

Israel escalated air strikes in Lebanon, raising
questions over ceasefire validity.
Iran threatened disruption of maritime oil
traffic.

Key Points
Ceasefire DynamicsU.S.: Suspension of
attacks + negotiations.
Iran: Conditional ceasefire (halt attacks +
sanctions removal + enrichment rights).
Iran’s Strategic DemandsContinued
uranium enrichment
Control over Strait of Hormuz
Withdrawal of U.S. forces
Lifting of sanctions
Geopolitical DevelopmentsIsrael excluded
Lebanon from ceasefire → escalated strikes.
Pakistan emerging as mediator → reflects
shifting regional diplomacy.
Economic & Strategic ImportanceStrait of
Hormuz handles ~20% of global oil trade
(EIA).
Any disruption impacts global oil prices
and India’s energy security.

Static Linkages
Strait of Hormuz → chokepoint in global oil
supply chains.
United Nations Convention on the Law of the
Sea:

Guarantees transit passage in international
straits.

Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons:

Iran is a signatory; disputes over uranium
enrichment.

Concept of proxy conflicts in West Asia.

Critical Analysis
PositivesTemporary de-escalation
opportunity
Opens negotiation channel
Reflects multipolar diplomacy
NegativesLack of clarity → fragile ceasefire
Israel’s exclusion weakens agreement
Risk of regional escalation
Hormuz disruption threatens global
economy
For IndiaHigh dependence on West Asian
oil
Risk to diaspora in Gulf
Strategic balancing between U.S., Iran,
Israel

Way Forward
Inclusive ceasefire including all conflict zones
Revival of nuclear negotiations (multilateral
framework)
Ensure maritime security under UNCLOS
norms
Diversify energy imports + strengthen strategic
reserves
Promote diplomatic engagement through
neutral platforms
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

A meeting between Trinamool Congress and
the Election Commission of India turned
acrimonious over alleged misconduct and
electoral concerns.
Dispute centered around the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls in West Bengal.
Allegations surfaced regarding deletion of
nearly 90 lakh voters.
Political leaders including Derek O’Brien and
Gyanesh Kumar exchanged accusations of
inappropriate conduct.
Civil society actors like Yogendra Yadav and
Prashant Bhushan raised concerns about
targeted disenfranchisement, particularly of
minorities and women.

Key Points
Electoral Roll Revision IssueSpecial
Intensive Revision (SIR) led to deletion of
~90 lakh voters.
Highest deletions reported in Murshidabad,
Malda, Uttar Dinajpur.
Allegations of disproportionate impact on
Muslim voters.
Political vs Institutional ConflictTMC
accused the Election Commission of:

Lack of transparency.

Ignoring communications from state
leadership.
Appointment of “tainted” officials.

ECI countered with allegations of
indiscipline and disruption.
ECI’s PositionAsserted commitment to:

Free and fair elections.
Elimination of malpractices like booth
capturing, intimidation, inducement.

Concerns Raised by Civil SocietySIR
described as:

“Rewriting” rather than revision.
Potentially discriminatory.

Data cited:
Example: Nandigram—95% deletions
allegedly from Muslim voters.

Static Linkages
Article 324: Superintendence, direction, and
control of elections vested in ECI.
Representation of the People Act, 1950:
Preparation and revision of electoral rolls.
Universal Adult Suffrage: Every citizen (18+)
has right to vote (Article 326).
Concept of Free and Fair Elections: Basic
structure doctrine (as per Supreme Court).
Electoral Roll Revision Types: Summary
revision, intensive revision, continuous
updating.
Booth capturing defined under RPA, 1951
(Section 135A).

Critical Analysis
Pros

Cleans electoral rolls → reduces bogus voting.
Strengthens electoral integrity.

Cons
Risk of mass disenfranchisement.
Allegations of targeted exclusion.
Lack of transparency → institutional distrust.

Way Forward
Ensure transparent criteria for deletions.
Strengthen grievance redressal mechanism.
Conduct independent audits of revision
process.
Promote inclusive electoral practices.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI),
Mumbai Circle, has undertaken excavations on
Elephanta Island since November 2025.
A 1,500-year-old stepped reservoir has been
discovered, indicating advanced water
management practices.
The excavation also revealed evidence of
extensive maritime trade networks through
foreign artefacts.
The site is already globally significant due to
the Elephanta Caves (UNESCO World Heritage
Site).

Key Points
Stepped Reservoir DiscoveryDimensions:
~14.7 m long; 6.7 m & 10.8 m wide (T-
shaped).
Excavated depth: ~5 m with ~20 visible
steps.
Constructed using imported stone blocks
from mainland → indicates organized labour
& logistics.
Demonstrates advanced hydrological
planning despite high rainfall but poor
percolation due to rocky terrain.
Other Archaeological FindsBrick structure
(possibly a dyeing vat) → suggests textile-
related activities.
Artefacts: terracotta figurines, beads
(carnelian, quartz), bangles, anchors.
~3,000 amphorae sherds (Mediterranean
origin) and torpedo jars (West
Asia/Mesopotamia) → evidence of long-
distance trade.
Storage items used for wine, oil, fish sauce.
Numismatic Evidence~60 coins (copper,
lead, silver).

Identified coins of Krishnaraja of
Kalachuri dynasty (6th century CE).
Motifs: seated bull (obverse), temple
symbol with legend “Sri Krishnaraja”
(reverse).
Maritime & Cultural
SignificanceConfirms Elephanta as a
node in ancient Indian Ocean trade
networks.
Links with Roman world and West Asia,
consistent with classical sources like
Periplus of the Erythraean Sea.

Static Linkages
Stepwells and reservoirs as traditional
water conservation systems in peninsular
India.
Rock-cut architecture and cave traditions
(Gupta/post-Gupta period).
Indian Ocean trade routes linking India
with Rome, Egypt, and Mesopotamia.
Use of amphorae in Indo-Roman trade
(archaeological evidence from Arikamedu).
Coinage as a primary source for
reconstructing political history.
Role of monsoon winds in facilitating
ancient maritime trade.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Shows scientific water management in
ancient India.
Confirms global trade connectivity
(Mediterranean–West Asia–India).
Highlights Elephanta as a multi-
functional site (religious + economic).

Challenges
Conservation issues due to coastal
erosion and tourism pressure.
Need for scientific excavation and
timely publication.
Limited integration of such findings
into policy and education.

Way Forward
Strengthen ASI funding and technical
capacity.
Use digital documentation (3D mapping,
GIS).
Integrate traditional systems into modern
water conservation programmes.
Promote sustainable heritage tourism.
Encourage research collaborations (ASI +
academic institutions).
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

India, led by S. Jaishankar, hosted a high-level
delegation from Bangladesh led by Khalilur
Rahman.
This marks the first major bilateral engagement
after the fall of Sheikh Hasina’s government
(August 2024).
Bangladesh’s new leadership emphasized a
“Bangladesh First” foreign policy approach.
India reiterated its commitment to
constructive engagement and deepening ties
with the new dispensation.
Key issues discussed:

Security cooperation and regional stability
Extradition request for Sheikh Hasina
Trade, energy, and connectivity
Visa facilitation and people-to-people ties

Key Points
Diplomatic EngagementIndia agreed to
continue engagement through bilateral
mechanisms.
Decision to hold follow-up official meetings
soon.
Security AssuranceBangladesh assured
India:

Its territory will not be used against
Indian interests.
No intent to enter security alliances
with external powers (e.g., China, U.S.,
Pakistan).

Extradition IssueBangladesh requested
extradition of Sheikh Hasina and former
Home Minister.
However, Dhaka clarified that bilateral ties
will not be held hostage to this issue.
Visa LiberalisationIndia indicated easing of:

Medical visas
Business visas

Important for cross-border mobility and
healthcare dependence.
Economic & Energy CooperationBangladesh
requested:

Increased diesel supply
Higher fertiliser exports

India signaled favourable consideration.
Recent supply: 5,000 metric tonnes of diesel
(March 2026).
Sports DiplomacyEfforts to maintain ties:

Bangladesh invited India for a Test cricket
series.
Concern raised over cancellation of IPL
contract for Bangladeshi player.

Regional DiplomacyParticipation in Indian
Ocean Conference highlights shared maritime
interests.

Static Linkages 
India’s Neighbourhood First Policy and Act East
Policy.
Extradition principles: governed by bilateral treaties
and international law norms.
Importance of buffer states in geopolitics (South
Asia context).
Energy diplomacy as a tool of foreign policy (diesel,
power trade).
Soft power diplomacy: sports, visas, cultural
exchanges.
Security doctrine: preventing cross-border
terrorism and insurgency.
Role of Indian Ocean Region (IOR) in strategic
affairs.

Critical Analysis 
Positives

Ensures continuity in neighbourhood engagement
despite regime change.
Strengthens security cooperation in sensitive
eastern border.
Counters China’s strategic influence in Bangladesh.
Promotes economic interdependence (energy,
trade).

Challenges
Political instability in Bangladesh → policy
uncertainty.
Extradition issue → potential diplomatic friction.
Domestic politics & minority concerns → trust
deficit.
Strategic competition in Bay of Bengal →
geopolitical pressure.

Way Forward
Institutionalize regular diplomatic dialogues.
Enhance connectivity (rail, waterways, ports).
Expand energy cooperation (grid integration, fuel
supply).
Address sensitive issues via legal frameworks, not
politics.
Promote people-to-people ties & soft diplomacy.
Maintain strategic balance vis-à-vis China.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

NITI Aayog and Foundation for Economic
Development released a report on “Realising
the export potential of the sports equipment
manufacturing market in India.”
India contributes only ~0.5% of the ~$50
billion global sports goods trade, despite
strong cultural engagement with sports.
Manufacturing is concentrated in clusters like
Jalandhar and Meerut, dominated by MSMEs.
The report highlights structural inefficiencies,
cost disadvantages, and lack of global
competitiveness.

Key Points
India faces a ~15% cost disadvantage
compared to competitors like China and
Pakistan.
Sector is labour-intensive and MSME-driven,
limiting economies of scale.
High dependence on imported specialised raw
materials (polymers, composites, fabrics).
Import duties on machinery and inputs
increase production costs.
Lack of international-standard testing and
certification facilities in India.
Certification costs range from ₹5 lakh to ₹50
lakh per SKU, burdening MSMEs.
Logistics inefficiencies due to cluster
concentration away from ports.
Limited global branding and marketing, leading
to contract manufacturing dominance.
Absence of athlete-brand ecosystems and
weak domestic brand recognition globally.

Static Linkages 
MSME sector contribution to GDP,
employment (Economic Survey)
Cluster-based industrial development
(Industrial Policy)
Global Value Chains (GVCs) integration (NCERT
– Indian Economy)
Import substitution vs export promotion
strategy
Role of logistics in competitiveness (National
Logistics Policy)
Standards and certification (BIS, WTO-TBT
Agreement)
Make in India and Production Linked Incentive
(PLI) schemes
Technical textiles and manufacturing
ecosystems
Ease of Doing Business reforms
Sports as an economic sector (Khelo India,
Sports Policy)

Critical Analysis
Pros

High employment potential (labour-intensive
sector)
Strong traditional clusters & skill base
Opportunity from global supply chain
diversification

Cons
Structural inefficiencies → high production cost
Low value addition & innovation
Poor branding → stuck in low-value segment
High compliance & certification burden

Way Forward
Rationalise import duties on specialised inputs
& machinery
Establish domestic testing & certification
centres
Provide export incentives & certification cost
support
Promote cluster-based modernisation &
technology adoption
Improve logistics connectivity to ports
Develop global Indian sports brands (athlete-
led branding)
Integrate with technical textiles, plastics &
engineering sectors

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY



KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Parliament passed the Jan Vishwas
(Amendment of Provisions) Bill, 2026 (Jan
Vishwas 2.0) aimed at further decriminalising
minor business-related offences.
Builds upon the Jan Vishwas Act, 2023, which
amended 183 provisions across 42 Central Acts
to replace criminal penalties with civil ones.
The 2026 Bill proposes:

Amendments to 784 provisions across 79
Central Acts
Decriminalisation of 717 provisions

Objective: Shift from punitive regulatory
framework to trust-based governance
emphasizing ease of doing business and
compliance.
Reform is aligned with India's broader
economic agenda of improving regulatory
quality and reducing compliance burden.

Key Points
Focus on decriminalisation of minor, technical,
and procedural offences (e.g., delays,
documentation errors).
Introduction of civil penalties and
administrative adjudication mechanisms
instead of criminal prosecution.
Covers 23 Ministries/Departments, expanding
regulatory reforms across sectors like
environment, transport, exports, textiles.
Emphasis on:

Proportional penalties
Graded enforcement (warnings, reduced
penalties for first-time offences)

Encourages voluntary compliance over fear-
driven compliance.

Likely to reduce judicial burden (India has
~5 crore pending cases).
Provision for review/closure of pending
minor criminal cases.
Industry bodies (e.g., CII) advocated:

Replacement of fines with penalties
Retrospective application for pending
cases

Retains strict penalties for serious offences
(public safety, environment, national
interest).

Static Linkages
Rule of Law: Proportionality in punishment
Doctrine of Reasonableness
(Administrative Law)
Ease of Doing Business reforms (Economic
Survey)
Separation of Powers – Role of judiciary vs
executive adjudication
Criminal Justice System – Overburdened
courts (NCRB data)
Principles of Natural Justice in
administrative adjudication
Regulatory Governance & Compliance
Frameworks
MSME policy support (Ministry of MSME)

Critical Analysis
Pros

Reduces criminalisation of business activity
Improves investment climate
Decreases judicial backlog
Encourages voluntary compliance
Supports MSMEs

Cons
Risk of weakened deterrence
Possible executive overreach in
adjudication
Concerns in environmental enforcement
Implementation challenges across
ministries

Way Forward
Ensure uniform enforcement guidelines
Strengthen administrative adjudication
capacity
Maintain strict action for serious offences
Provide appeal mechanisms
Increase digital compliance systems
Periodic review of decriminalised
provisions
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The U.S. and Iran agreed to a two-week
ceasefire (April 2026) after ~40 days of
conflict.
The conflict began with U.S.-led strikes
targeting Iran’s leadership and strategic assets.
Iran retaliated by:

Attacking U.S. bases in the Gulf
Disrupting control over the Strait of
Hormuz, escalating global concerns

Diplomatic mediation by regional and external
actors helped initiate talks.
Iran proposed a 10-point peace formula; the
U.S. has a 15-point proposal, indicating
unresolved issues.

Key Points
Strategic chokepoint: Strait of Hormuz handles
~20% of global oil trade (EIA estimates).
Global impact:

Rise in oil, gas, and food prices
Supply chain disruptions

U.S. objectives unmet:
No regime change
Limited success in dismantling
nuclear/missile capability

Iran’s position strengthened:
Asserted control over maritime routes
Demonstrated regional deterrence

Ceasefire fragility:
Continued tensions due to divergent
demands
Regional spillover (e.g., West Asia
instability)

Static Linkages
Strait of Hormuz:

Connects Persian Gulf to Gulf of Oman
Major global maritime chokepoint

India’s Energy Security:
~85% crude oil import dependence
(Economic Survey)

Sanctions:
Tool of economic statecraft (can be
unilateral/multilateral)

Balance of Power:
Core concept in international relations

Key chokepoints:
Hormuz, Malacca, Bab-el-Mandeb

Critical Analysis
Positives

Immediate de-escalation of conflict
Scope for diplomatic negotiations

Negatives
Global economic instability
Weak enforcement of ceasefire
Continued regional tensions

Challenges
Trust deficit between parties
Divergence in peace proposals
Risk to maritime security

Way Forward
Promote multilateral diplomacy
Ensure freedom of navigation (UNCLOS
principles)
Diversify energy sources
Strengthen strategic reserves
Encourage regional dialogue
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

Prototype Fast Breeder Reactor (PFBR)
achieved first criticality.
First commercial-scale Fast Breeder Reactor
(FBR) of Stage-II of India’s nuclear programme.
Delay ~16 years; cost escalated to ₹8,181 crore
(Parliamentary Committee).
Linked with reforms: private participation,
SMRs, liability regime changes.

Key Points
Installed nuclear capacity: ~8.78 GW (~3%
electricity).
Reactor type: Sodium-cooled Fast Breeder
Reactor.
Fuel: MOX (Plutonium + Uranium).
Function:

Uses spent fuel (Pu-239) from PHWRs
Produces more fissile material (breeding)

Strategic Role:
Enables closed fuel cycle
Reduces uranium import dependence
Prepares for thorium utilisation (Stage III)

Land efficiency: Nuclear needs ~6% land of
solar per unit output.

Static Points
Three-Stage Programme:

Stage I: PHWR (Natural Uranium →
Plutonium)
Stage II: FBR (Plutonium + U-238 → More
Plutonium)
Stage III: Thorium → U-233

Criticality: Self-sustained chain reaction
Fast Reactors: No moderator; use fast
neutrons
Thorium: Fertile (not fissile) → converts to U-
233
Civil Liability for Nuclear Damage Act, 2010

Critical Analysis
Pros

Enhances energy security
Supports net-zero 2070
Efficient fuel use (breeding)
Lower land footprint

Cons
High cost + delays
Competition from cheap renewables
Safety risks (sodium coolant)
Weak regulatory independence
Uncertain economic viability

Way Forward
Create independent nuclear regulator
Improve transparency & accountability
Compare with renewable economics
Scale cautiously (FBR1, FBR2)
Promote SMRs
Strengthen parliamentary oversight
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Peak electricity demand rising: 190 GW (2021)
→ ~250 GW (2024).
Seasonal surge (April–June) due to cooling,
irrigation, industry.
2026 oil shock: Indian crude basket $60 →
$140+ per barrel (short-term spike).
Cause: West Asia geopolitical tensions.
India’s dependence:

85–90% crude import
~40% from West Asia

Temporary easing after ceasefire signals → oil
~$94/barrel, markets recovered.

Key Points
Macroeconomic ImpactHigher oil prices →
import bill ↑ → CAD widens.
Rupee depreciation (~₹94.8/$) → imports
become costlier.
Financial MarketsFII outflows: ₹1.1–1.2 lakh
crore (March 2026).
Stock market volatility linked to global oil
prices.
Inflation & GrowthCPI inflation: 3.21% (Feb
2026) (within RBI target).
Oil shock may:

Increase inflation by ~1.5%
Reduce GDP growth by ~1% (EY
estimates).

Energy Supply ResponseCoal plants at full
capacity.
Maintenance deferred to meet peak
demand.
Increased coal production (Coal India).

Thermal capacity revival (e.g., Mundra
plant).
Global Trade RiskStrait of Hormuz: critical
oil transit route.
War risk → shipping disruption + insurance
costs ↑.

Static Linkages
Energy security = availability + affordability +
accessibility.
Current Account Deficit (CAD) widens with
rising imports.
Imported inflation due to global commodity
prices.
RBI uses repo rate to manage inflation (indirect
control).
Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR) for supply
shocks.
Inelastic demand for energy in short run.
Key chokepoints: Hormuz, Malacca.

Critical Analysis
Pros

Push for energy diversification.
Strengthening domestic coal and power
readiness.

Cons / Challenges
High import dependence → vulnerability.
Oil price volatility → macro instability.
Coal reliance → environmental costs.
Rupee depreciation → inflationary pressure.

Way Forward
Accelerate renewables (solar, wind, green
hydrogen).
Expand Strategic Petroleum Reserves.
Promote domestic exploration (HELP policy).
Improve energy efficiency (PAT, UJALA).
Invest in battery storage & grid modernization.
Diversify import sources and trade routes.
Promote EVs & alternative fuels.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Limited resumption of shipping observed after
ceasefire in the Strait of Hormuz.
Around 10 vessels exited on Day 1, but flows
remain significantly below normal.
Iran continues to exercise de facto control
over transit, with approval mechanisms and
possible transit fee proposals.
Several India-linked vessels stranded due to
security threats and high insurance costs.
Global coordination efforts led by the
International Maritime Organization for safe
navigation.

Key Points
Strait handles ~20% of global oil trade →
critical chokepoint.
Shipping reduced to ~10% of pre-war levels
during peak conflict.
Iran reportedly introduced transit approval
system and may impose fees.
Threats: missiles, drones, mines, fast attack
craft.
War risk insurance premiums increased
sharply.
India impacted: LNG, LPG, and crude oil
carriers affected.
Safe transit requires coordination with both
Iran and U.S.

Static Linkages
Chokepoint concept in world geography.
UNCLOS: Right of transit passage in
international straits.
India’s ~85% crude oil import dependence
(Economic Survey).

Maritime security role of Indian Navy.
Energy security dimensions: availability,
affordability, accessibility.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Ceasefire allows partial restoration of trade
flows.
Highlights need for strategic autonomy in
energy.

Concerns
Iran’s control challenges freedom of navigation
norms.
Increased costs → inflationary pressure on
economies like India.
High vulnerability of India’s energy supply
chain.
Legal ambiguity over transit fees in
international straits.

Way Forward
Expand Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR).
Diversify crude import sources.
Strengthen naval escort and maritime
surveillance.
Promote adherence to UNCLOS through global
cooperation.
Develop alternative routes (e.g., INSTC).
Encourage renewable energy transition.
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