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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

A nine-judge Constitution Bench of the
Supreme Court of India is examining the scope
of judicial review in religious matters.
The reference arises from the 2018 Sabarimala
judgment allowing entry of women (10–50
years).
Justice B.V. Nagarathna observed that social
evils cannot be protected as essential religious
practices (ERP).
The Union Government argued that religious
reforms should be legislatively driven, not
judicially imposed.
Core issue: Extent of court’s power to
determine “essential religious practices” under
Articles 25 & 26.

Key Points
Essential Religious Practices (ERP)
DoctrineJudicially evolved doctrine (not in
Constitution).
Protects only those practices
integral/essential to religion.
Constitutional ProvisionsArticle 25:
Freedom of religion (subject to public
order, morality, health).
Article 26: Rights of religious
denominations to manage affairs.
Articles 14 & 15: Equality and non-
discrimination.
2018 Sabarimala JudgmentExclusion of
women held unconstitutional (violative of
FRs).
“Ayyappans” not a separate religious
denomination.
Emphasized constitutional morality over
social practices.

Government’s ArgumentsCourts lack
expertise in theology.
ERP determination may homogenize
diverse religious practices.
Legislature better suited for gradual social
reform.
Judicial ConcernsCourts must intervene
when religion masks social discrimination.
Judicial review is part of basic structure.

Static Linkages
Fundamental Rights enforceable by courts.
Judicial Review as part of Basic Structure
Doctrine.
Secularism = equal respect + state intervention
for reform.
Distinction: Religious belief vs secular practice.
Concept of constitutional morality (Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar).

Critical Analysis
Pros

Protects individual rights over oppressive
customs
Ensures gender justice and equality
Upholds constitutional supremacy

Cons
Risk of judicial overreach in religious matters
Lack of objective test for ERP
May disturb religious autonomy and diversity

Challenges
Defining “essentiality”
Balancing faith vs fundamental rights
Avoiding uniform interpretation of diverse
traditions

Way Forward
Shift from ERP to rights-based adjudication
Develop clear judicial standards
Promote legislative + consultative reforms
Balance religious freedom with equality
principles
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

Union Government considering ~50% increase
in seats in Parliament and State Assemblies.
Aim: Implement 33% reservation for women
without reducing existing seats.
Lok Sabha proposed expansion: 543 → 816
seats.
Reservation includes SC/ST women within
existing quotas.
Linked to implementation of Constitution
(106th Amendment) Act, 2023.
Implementation conditional upon next Census
+ delimitation exercise.

Key Points
Women’s Reservation:

33% seats in Lok Sabha and State
Assemblies.
Includes rotation of constituencies.

Seat Expansion Model:
Prevents reduction of existing MPs/MLAs
seats.
Political feasibility increases.

Numerical Logic:
Total seats: 816
Women’s quota: 273 seats (33%).

SC/ST Sub-quota:
Within 15% SC and 7% ST quotas, 1/3
reserved for women.

Precedent (Education Sector):
93rd Constitutional Amendment Act, 2005.
~54% seat expansion ensured no loss to
general category.

Static Linkages
Articles 81, 170 – Composition of legislatures
Articles 330–334 – Reservation for SC/ST
Delimitation Commission – Constitutional
body
Equality principle (Art 14–16) – Basis of
affirmative action
73rd & 74th Amendments – Women’s
reservation in local bodies
Concept of representative democracy

Critical Analysis
Advantages

Improves gender representation in
legislatures.
Avoids political resistance (no seat loss).
Strengthens inclusive democracy.
Builds on successful Panchayati Raj model.

Challenges
Delay due to delimitation dependency.
Larger House → efficiency concerns.
Risk of proxy candidates (dynastic politics).
Does not ensure ticket distribution reforms.

Way Forward
Conduct Census and delimitation at the
earliest.
Ensure internal party quotas for women.
Promote capacity building of women leaders.
Address structural barriers (finance, political
access).
Monitor through institutional mechanisms.

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY



KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Parliament enacted the Constitution (106th
Amendment) Act, 2023 providing 33%
reservation for women in Lok Sabha and State
Assemblies.
Implementation was originally linked to post-
Census delimitation, delaying
operationalisation.
Recent developments indicate a policy shift:

Proposal to use 2011 Census data for
delimitation instead of waiting for fresh
Census.
Possible ~50% expansion of Lok Sabha
seats (543 → ~816) and corresponding State
Assemblies.

Move aims to expedite women’s reservation
before 2029 elections, but raises concerns on
federal balance, data validity, and political
equity.

Key Points
Reservation Framework1/3rd seats
reserved, including within SC/ST
categories.
Based on Articles 330 & 332 (reservation
principles) extended through amendment.
Delimitation DynamicsFrozen since 1971
Census (42nd & 84th Amendments).
Proposed revival may redistribute seats
based on population.
Seat Expansion LogicIntended to avoid
displacement of existing MPs/MLAs.

Helps politically accommodate reservation
without reducing incumbency opportunities.
Federal ImplicationsPopulation-based
delimitation may increase representation of
northern States (UP, Bihar).
Southern States risk relative decline in political
influence despite economic contribution.
Data Concerns2011 Census outdated due to:

Urbanisation
Migration
Post-COVID-19 pandemic demographic
shifts

Upcoming Census may include caste
enumeration, influencing representation
debates.
Operational IssuesRotation of reserved
constituencies unclear
Possible demand for OBC sub-quota within
women reservation

Static Linkages
Constitutional Amendments: 42nd, 84th, 87th
Amendments (Delimitation freeze and extension)
Articles 81, 82 – Representation and Delimitation
Articles 330, 332 – Reservation for SC/ST
Delimitation Commission – quasi-judicial body
First-Past-The-Post electoral system
Principle of “One Person, One Vote, One Value”
Federalism and Centre-State balance
Census as basis for representation

Critical Analysis
Pros

Promotes gender equality in politics
Improves inclusive governance
Seat expansion reduces political resistance

Cons
Use of outdated data may distort representation
Risk of north–south imbalance
Unclear rotation mechanism affects accountability
No clarity on OBC sub-quota

Challenges
Balancing population vs federal equity
Ensuring credible and updated data
Managing political consensus

Way Forward
Use latest Census data for delimitation
Ensure transparent seat allocation formula
Define clear rotation policy
Consider sub-quota based on evidence
Build consensus among States
Strengthen institutional mechanisms (Delimitation
Commission)
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Asim Munir has undertaken active diplomatic
engagement amid the ongoing West Asian
geopolitical tensions involving Iran, the U.S.,
and Israel.
Pakistan is attempting to project itself as a
mediator in the Iran–U.S. conflict and expand
its strategic role in the region.
Simultaneous outreach to Gulf countries, the
U.S., and Iran reflects a multi-alignment
strategy.
Uncertainty persists due to continued conflict
escalation and limited response from Iran.

Key Points
Pakistan signed a Strategic Mutual Defence
Agreement (SDMA) with Saudi Arabia.
Attempt to position itself as a mediator,
replacing traditional intermediaries like Oman
and Qatar.
Engagement with Donald Trump
administration (possible geopolitical
recalibration).
Outreach to multiple stakeholders:

Iran (despite tensions)
Saudi Arabia, UAE, Türkiye, Egypt

Strategic objectives:
Enhance geopolitical relevance
Attract economic and financial support
Balance relations between major powers
(U.S.–China)

Constraints:
Iran’s inconsistent engagement
Escalating regional conflict
Pakistan’s internal economic and political
challenges

Static Linkages 
Strait of Hormuz: Strategic oil chokepoint
(NCERT Geography)
Chapter VI of UN Charter: Pacific settlement of
disputes
Balance of Power theory in International
Relations
India’s energy imports dependence on West
Asia
Sunni–Shia divide in West Asia geopolitics
Defence diplomacy and strategic agreements
Multi-alignment in foreign policy

Critical Analysis
Pros

Enhances Pakistan’s diplomatic visibility
Potential mediator role in conflict resolution
Strengthens ties with Gulf countries
Opportunity for economic leverage

Cons
Strategic overreach beyond capacity
Lack of credibility due to past inconsistencies
Iran–Pakistan tensions (sectarian and border
issues)
High dependence on external powers
Volatile regional situation limits success

Way Forward
Align foreign policy with domestic capacity
Strengthen economic stability
Build long-term diplomatic credibility
Prioritize regional cooperation mechanisms
Support multilateral conflict resolution (UN
framework)
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

A Madurai trial court convicted nine policemen
in the 2020 custodial deaths of Jayaraj and
Benicks (Tamil Nadu).
Case involved severe custodial torture after
arrest for alleged COVID-19 lockdown
violations.
Investigation by the Central Bureau of
Investigation relied on forensic and digital
evidence.
The Madras High Court took suo motu
cognisance to preserve evidence and ensure
fair investigation.

Key Points
Custodial torture violated fundamental rights
under Article 21.
Failure of institutional safeguards:

Improper medical certification (“fit for
remand”).
Mechanical judicial remand.

Role of evidence:
DNA matching of blood samples.
Call Data Records confirming presence.

Whistleblower testimony (police insider)
strengthened prosecution.
Trial court awarded death penalty (subject to
appellate scrutiny).
Highlights systemic issues:

Low conviction rate in custodial deaths
(NCRB trend).
Weak enforcement of arrest guidelines.

Static Linkages
Article 21 – Right to life and dignity.
Article 22 – Safeguards against arbitrary arrest.
D.K. Basu vs State of West Bengal (1997) –
Custodial safeguards.
Indian Evidence Act, 1872 – Sections 24–27
(confessions, admissibility).
CrPC – Arrest, remand, and custodial
procedures.
NHRC guidelines on custodial deaths.
Prakash Singh case (2006) – Police reforms.
Second ARC – Ethics in Governance
(accountability).

Critical Analysis
Positives

Judicial activism ensured accountability.
Scientific evidence improved conviction
reliability.
Strong deterrence against police excesses.

Issues
Institutional complicity (police–doctor–
magistrate nexus).
Delay in justice delivery.
Death penalty vs reformative justice debate.
Lack of effective police accountability
mechanisms.

Way Forward
Implement Supreme Court directives in police
reforms (Prakash Singh case).
Ensure CCTV surveillance in police stations.
Strengthen forensic and investigative
autonomy.
Fix accountability of medical and judicial
officers.
Establish independent Police Complaints
Authorities.
Improve human rights training for police.
Ensure time-bound trials and witness
protection.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Rising tensions involving Iran and the Gulf
region have elevated the Gulf’s strategic
centrality for India in foreign policy.
India is increasingly treating the Gulf as part of
its extended neighbourhood, rather than a
peripheral region.
The development has revived the debate
between two strategic approaches:

Maritime-oriented (Bombay School)
Continental (Ludhiana School)

Strong linkages through energy dependence,
trade, and Indian diaspora reinforce this shift.

Key Points
Gulf region is crucial due to:

~9 million Indian diaspora
~$50 billion annual remittances
Major source of India’s crude oil and gas
imports
Bombay School (Maritime View):Focus on
sea power, trade routes, ports, and naval
dominance
Emphasis on Gulf, Persia, and Arabian Sea
Ludhiana School (Continental View):Focus
on land borders, Afghanistan as buffer, and
territorial defence

Post-independence India → continental bias
due to:

Partition and hostile neighbours
Post-1991 reforms → revival of maritime
engagement
Current trend → strategic shift toward
maritime-Gulf integration while retaining
continental focus

Critical Analysis
Advantages

Ensures energy security and economic stability
Strengthens India’s maritime strategic depth in
IOR
Enhances trade, investment, and connectivity
Leverages diaspora as soft power asset
Provides counterbalance to regional instability

Challenges
High dependence on Gulf → geopolitical
vulnerability
Balancing relations between Iran and Arab Gulf
states
Limited naval capabilities vs expanding
ambitions
Persistent threats from China and Pakistan
(continental front)
Risk of spillover from West Asian conflicts

Way Forward
Adopt a balanced hybrid strategy (maritime +
continental)
Diversify energy basket (renewables, strategic
reserves)
Strengthen naval capacity and maritime
infrastructure
Deepen comprehensive partnerships with Gulf
countries
Enhance diaspora security and engagement
policies
Maintain strategic autonomy in West Asia

Static Linkages
Alfred Thayer Mahan’s Sea Power
Theory
Buffer State concept (Afghanistan in
geopolitics)
Energy Security (Economic Survey, IEA
data)
Indian Ocean Region (IOR) as strategic
space
Diaspora diplomacy (Ministry of
External Affairs)
Historical: Great Game, Anglo-Afghan
Wars
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

April 11 marks the birth anniversary of Jyotirao
Phule.
His ideas are being revisited in the context of
social justice, constitutional morality, and
inclusive governance.
Increasing recognition of his role as a
precursor to constitutional thought in India,
influencing B. R. Ambedkar.

Key Points 
Conceptualised society on principles of
equality, dignity, and rights.
Influenced by Thomas Paine → Natural Rights &
constitutionalism.
Established first schools for girls and lower
castes (1848, Pune).
Advocated:

Widow remarriage
Abolition of caste discrimination
Opposition to child marriage

Hunter Commission (1882):
Compulsory primary education (up to 12
years)
State-funded education for backward
classes

Gulamgiri (1873):
Linked caste oppression with global slavery
discourse

Shetkaryacha Asud (1883):
Highlighted agrarian distress + caste
exploitation nexus

Core Idea: Social inequality + economic
exploitation + governance failure are
interlinked

Static Linkages
Article 14–18 → Equality, abolition of
untouchability
Article 21A → Right to Education
DPSP Article 46 → Promotion of weaker
sections
Hunter Commission, 1882 (Education reforms)
19th Century Social Reform Movements
(NCERT Spectrum)
Natural Rights Theory (Locke, Paine)
Agrarian structure under British rule

Critical Analysis
Positives

Early articulation of social justice before
Constitution
Emphasis on state responsibility in education
and welfare
Intersectional understanding (caste + class +
gender)

Limitations
Reform confined to limited regions
Lack of institutional enforcement mechanisms

Contemporary Relevance
Persistent inequality (caste, gender, rural
distress)
Need for substantive equality vs formal
equality

Way Forward
Strengthen Article 46 implementation
Improve access to quality public education
Targeted policies for socially disadvantaged
groups
Address agrarian inequality structurally
Promote constitutional morality in governance
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The Election Commission of India conducted a
Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls in West Bengal starting December.
Total registered voters declined from 7.66
crore to 6.77 crore (~11.62% reduction).
Around 60 lakh voters were under scrutiny;
27.16 lakh (≈45%) excluded from final rolls.
Grounds cited: death, migration, duplication.
Concerns raised about:

Procedural opacity
Burden of proof shifted to citizens

The Supreme Court of India allowed appeals
but refused immediate intervention before
elections.

Key Points
Electoral Roll Revision:

Mandated under Representation of the
People Act, 1950.
Conducted periodically to ensure electoral
integrity.

Major Issues Identified:
High rate of deletions despite document
submission.

Short appeal window before elections.
Administrative overload in appellate
mechanisms.

Judicial Response:
SC permitted tribunals to accept fresh
documents.
However, declined to halt or revise final
electoral roll.

Concerns:
Risk of mass disenfranchisement.
Undermines universal adult suffrage.

Static Linkages
Article 326: Elections based on universal adult
suffrage.
Article 324: Powers of ECI for superintendence,
direction, and control of elections.
Representation of the People Act, 1950:

Preparation and revision of electoral rolls.
Due Process & Natural Justice:

Audi alteram partem (right to be heard).
Free and Fair Elections:

Basic feature of the Constitution (as per SC
judgments).

Judicial Review:
Courts can intervene in electoral processes
in limited circumstances.

Critical Analysis
Issues

Risk of mass disenfranchisement.
Violation of natural justice (burden shifted to
citizens).
Lack of transparency and accountability.
Weak grievance redressal mechanism.
Judicial restraint may undermine protection of
voting rights.

Justifications
Ensures electoral integrity.
Removes duplicate/fake entries.
Maintains clean electoral rolls.

Way Forward
Ensure pre-deletion notice and fair hearing.
Strengthen appeal mechanisms with adequate
time.
Increase transparency in revision process.
Use technology with safeguards (data
integration).
Periodic independent audits of electoral rolls.
Clear judicial guidelines for voter inclusion
standards.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

India’s 500 MWe Prototype Fast Breeder
Reactor (PFBR) at Kalpakkam Nuclear Complex
achieved criticality (self-sustaining nuclear
chain reaction).
Major milestone in Stage-II of India’s Three-
Stage Nuclear Power Programme.
Developed indigenously by BHAVINI under the
Department of Atomic Energy.

Key Points
Criticality: Reactor achieves stable neutron
chain reaction → precursor to power
generation.
Fuel Type: Mixed Oxide (MOX) fuel (Uranium +
Plutonium).

Breeding Mechanism:U-238 (fertile) → Pu-
239 (fissile) via neutron capture.
Importance of FBR:Produces more fuel
than consumed.
Enhances uranium utilisation (~60 times).
Programme Stages:Stage-I: PHWRs →
Natural uranium → Pu-239 generation
Stage-II: FBRs → Pu-239 utilisation + more
fuel generation
Stage-III: Thorium reactors → U-233 fuel
cycle
Thorium Advantage:India has large reserves
(monazite sands).
Ensures long-term energy security.
Future Plans:6 additional FBRs planned.
Nuclear capacity target: 22,400 MWe by
2032.

Static Linkages
Fissile vs Fertile:

Fissile: U-235, Pu-239, U-233
Fertile: U-238, Th-232

Moderator: Slows neutrons (heavy water in
PHWR)
Coolant: Transfers heat (liquid sodium in FBRs)
Closed Fuel Cycle: Reprocessing of spent fuel
Nuclear Transmutation: Conversion of one
element/isotope into another

Critical Analysis 
Pros:

Strategic autonomy in nuclear energy
Reduced import dependence
Supports low-carbon energy goals
Efficient resource utilisation

Cons:
Safety risks (sodium coolant hazards)
High cost and delays
Nuclear waste disposal issues
Limited global acceptance of FBR tech

Way Forward
Accelerate FBR deployment in fleet mode
Strengthen nuclear safety regulations (AERB
reforms)
Invest in thorium reactor commercialization
Promote public acceptance via transparency
Integrate nuclear with renewable energy
strategy
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