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Supreme Court begins review of
2018 ruling on Sabarimala shrine

MEW DELHI

Justice BN, Nagarathna,
part of the Supreme Court
Constitution Bench hear-
ing a reference spurred by
a 2018 judgment uphold-
ing the right of women of
menstruating age to enter
the Sabarimala shrine in

said on Tuesday
that social ills cannot be

branded and passed off as |

“essential
practices’.

The Union government
said the legiskature, not
courts, drives reform in re-
ligion, if need be.

“If social evils are given
a religious cobour, then the
COUS can intervene o dis-
tinguish [between] the
twn,” Justice MNagarathna
said

religious

b ) il

Solicitor-General Tush-
ar Mehtasaid the Preamble
o the Constitution cham-
pions liberty of thought,
expression, belief, faith,
and worship.

‘The exchange marked
the first day of hearing of a
reference to evalve a ‘judi-

cial policy’ for constitu-
tional courts while dealing
with questions of right 1o
religious  freedom  en-
shrined in Article 25 and a
denomination’s privilege
1o manage its own religious
affairs under Article 26 of
the Constitution.

“How can the courts
then examine the essen-
tiality of religious practices
of a denomination which
does not otherwise offend
public arder, morality, and
heealth?= Mr. Mehta asked.

The focal point of the re-
ference is how far the
courts can use their plen-
ary powers to judicially re-
view religious practices
considered “essential or
core” in the name of usher-
ing in social reform.

The Centre argued
whether the judges had the

expertise to decide if a ri-
wal or 3 manner of deve-
tion was merely supersti-
tion or an  essential
religious practice. “The es-
sentiality of a religious
practice may not fall within
the domain of judicial re-
wiew"™, Mr. Mehta said.

“Judges are not experts
in science. Yet, courts are
empowered by the Evi-
dence Act to examine the
apiniens of scientific ex-
perts and become an exp-
ert of experts,” Justice Joy-
malya Bagehi observed.,

Justice M.M. Sundresh
intervened 1o note that
“the difference here is
science is based on logic
and religion is based on
belied™,
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News
* Anine-judge Constitution Bench of the

o Government’s ArgumentsCourts lack
expertise in theology.

o ERP determination may homogenize
diverse religious practices.

o Legislature better suited for gradual social
reform.

o Judicial ConcernsCourts must intervene
when religion masks social discrimination.

o Judicial review is part of basic structure.

Static Linkages

Supreme Court of India is examining the scope
of judicial review in religious matters.

The reference arises from the 2018 Sabarimala
judgment allowing entry of women (10-50
years).

Justice B.V. Nagarathna observed that social
evils cannot be protected as essential religious
practices (ERP).

The Union Government argued that religious
reforms should be legislatively driven, not
judicially imposed.

Core issue: Extent of court’s power to
determine “essential religious practices” under
Articles 25 & 26.

Key Points

o Essential Religious Practices (ERP)
DoctrineJudicially evolved doctrine (not in
Constitution).

o Protects only those practices
integral/essential to religion.

o Constitutional ProvisionsArticle 25:
Freedom of religion (subject to public
order, morality, health).

o Article 26: Rights of religious
denominations to manage affairs.

o Articles 14 & 15: Equality and non-
discrimination.

o 2018 Sabarimala JudgmentExclusion of
women held unconstitutional (violative of
FRs).

o “Ayyappans” not a separate religious
denomination.

o Emphasized constitutional morality over
social practices.

e Fundamental Rights enforceable by courts.

e Judicial Review as part of Basic Structure
Doctrine.

e Secularism = equal respect + state intervention
for reform.

e Distinction: Religious belief vs secular practice.

* Concept of constitutional morality (Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar).

Critical Analysis
Pros
e Protects individual rights over oppressive
customs
e Ensures gender justice and equality
* Upholds constitutional supremacy
Cons
* Risk of judicial overreach in religious matters
e Lack of objective test for ERP
* May disturb religious autonomy and diversity
Challenges
* Defining “essentiality”
e Balancing faith vs fundamental rights
e Avoiding uniform interpretation of diverse
traditions

Way Forward
e Shift from ERP to rights-based adjudication
e Develop clear judicial standards
e Promote legislative + consultative reforms
* Balance religious freedom with equality
principles



Centre’s plan for women’s reservation
follows UPA blueprint for OBC quota

NEWS ANALYSIS

Vi K.
NEW DELHI

The Centre is proposing a
50r% expansion in the size
aof the Lok Sabha and State
Assemblies to accommo-
dare 33% reservation for
women ahead of the 2029
general election. The math
is such that incumbent law-
makers will be assured that
their pathway o seeking
re-glection will not be nar-
rowed due to a new social
accommadation,

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi said during a
campaign meeting in Kera-
la that assured representa-
tion for women would be
achieved by creating addi-
tional seats. The govern-
ment plans to increase the
size of the Lok Sabha from
543 to 816 (a 50% increase
in seats), There will be 273
additional seats, and 273,
which is 3% of 816, will be
reserved for women. The
same math will apply at the
State level too. For in-
stance, Kerala will have its
Lok Sabha seats increased

i

The late Arjun Singh designed
the formula for OBC reservation

in higher education,

firom 20 to 30 with 10 seats
reserved for women, Unar
Pradesh from 80 to 120,
with 40 for women. The
existing Scheduled Caste
and Scheduled Tribe reser-
vation of 15% and 7% each
will have one-third of them
reserved for women of res-
pective groups.

Enlarging the size of the
pie before carving out a
new social accommoda-
tion is net unprecedented.
It was exactly in this man-
ner that the UPA-L govern-
ment implemented reser:
vation for Other Backward
Classes (OBC) in higher
education in 2005-06 and
it was a formula designed
by then Education Minister
Arjun Singh. He cham-

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context

pioned the expansion of
reservation in higher edu-
cation through the 93rd
Constitutional ~ Amend-
ment Act and the Central
Educational  Institutions
(Reservation in Admission)
Act, 2006, that mandated a
27T% reservation for OBCs
in central higher educa-
tional institutions (such as
1ITs, IMs, and Central un-
iversities). To accommo-
date this, the government
implemented a 54% expan-
sion of seats over a three-
year period, starting from
the 2008-09 academic ses-
shon, ensuring the number
of seats available for the
general category did not
diecline.

“Win-win' formula

Until then, the SC and ST
reservations added up to
22.5% of the seats, and the
rest were general category
seats. The proposal was to
accommodate OBC reser-
vation without impacting
the absolute number of
general seats, The math in
that situation meant that
the total capacity of Cen-
tral higher education insti-
mtions had to expand by

54% for the general catego-
ry numbers to remain the
same. In the pre-0BC re-
servation era, general cate-
gory had 78 seats out of
each 100, which remained
the same when the total
grew to 154, of which
49.5% was reserved.

In other words, what
was 78% of 100 earlier, be-
came 50.5% of 154. This
avoided any decline in the
number of seats for general
category students while ac-
commodating the OBC stu-
dents by expanding the
pie. Singh defended the re-
servation policy as a win-
win for all stakeholders, as
investment in higher edu-
cation expanded massive-
ly, with several new HITs,
1IMs and AIIMS coming up,
and the intake of students
increasing by 54% for the
bulging youth population
of the country.

The BIP formula of link-
ing additional seats in the
Lok Sabha for women's re-
servation takes a leaf out of
the Arjun Singh playbook.
Expansion in seats in high-
er education was long
overdue then, as it is for
the legislatures now.

e Union Government considering ~50% increase
in seats in Parliament and State Assemblies.

e Aim: Implement 33% reservation for women
without reducing existing seats.

e Lok Sabha proposed expansion: 543 -» 816

seats.

* Reservation includes SC/ST women within
existing quotas.
e Linked to implementation of Constitution
(106th Amendment) Act, 2023.
e Implementation conditional upon next Census
+ delimitation exercise.

Key Points

e \Women’s Reservation:

o 33% seats in Lok Sabha and State

Assemblies.
o Includes rotation of constituencies.
Seat Expansion Model:
o Prevents reduction of existing MPs/MLAs
seats.
o Political feasibility increases.
Numerical Logic:
o Total seats: 816
o Women’s quota: 273 seats (33%).
SC/ST Sub-quota:
o Within 15% SC and 7% ST quotas, 1/3
reserved for women.
Precedent (Education Sector):

o 93rd Constitutional Amendment Act, 2005.

o ~54% seat expansion ensured no loss to
general category.

Static Linkages

Articles 81, 170 - Composition of legislatures
Articles 330-334 - Reservation for SC/ST
Delimitation Commission = Constitutional
body

Equality principle (Art 14-16) - Basis of
affirmative action

73rd & 74th Amendments - Women’s
reservation in local bodies

Concept of representative democracy

Critical Analysis
Advantages

Improves gender representation in
legislatures.

Avoids political resistance (no seat loss).
Strengthens inclusive democracy.

Builds on successful Panchayati Raj model.

Challenges

Delay due to delimitation dependency.
Larger House - efficiency concerns.

Risk of proxy candidates (dynastic politics).
Does not ensure ticket distribution reforms.

Way Forward

Conduct Census and delimitation at the
earliest.

Ensure internal party quotas for women.
Promote capacity building of women leaders.
Address structural barriers (finance, political
access).

Monitor through institutional mechanisms.



Delimitation, women?s reservation, political dynamics
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

Parliament enacted the Constitution (106th
Amendment) Act, 2023 providing 33%
reservation for women in Lok Sabha and State
Assemblies.

Implementation was originally linked to post-
Census delimitation, delaying
operationalisation.

Recent developments indicate a policy shift:

o Proposal to use 2011 Census data for
delimitation instead of waiting for fresh
Census.

o Possible ~50% expansion of Lok Sabha
seats (543 » ~816) and corresponding State
Assemblies.

Move aims to expedite women’s reservation
before 2029 elections, but raises concerns on
federal balance, data validity, and political
equity.

Key Points

o Reservation Framework1/3rd seats
reserved, including within SC/ST
categories.

o Based on Articles 330 & 332 (reservation
principles) extended through amendment.

o Delimitation DynamicsFrozen since 1971
Census (42nd & 84th Amendments).

o Proposed revival may redistribute seats
based on population.

o Seat Expansion Logiclntended to avoid
displacement of existing MPs/MLAs.

o Helps politically accommodate reservation
without reducing incumbency opportunities.
o Federal ImplicationsPopulation-based
delimitation may increase representation of
northern States (UP, Bihar).
o Southern States risk relative decline in political
influence despite economic contribution.
o Data Concerns2011 Census outdated due to:
= Urbanisation
= Migration
= Post-COVID-19 pandemic demographic
shifts
o Upcoming Census may include caste
enumeration, influencing representation
debates.
o Operational IssuesRotation of reserved
constituencies unclear
o Possible demand for OBC sub-quota within
women reservation

Static Linkages

Constitutional Amendments: 42nd, 84th, 87th
Amendments (Delimitation freeze and extension)
Articles 81, 82 - Representation and Delimitation
Articles 330, 332 - Reservation for SC/ST
Delimitation Commission — quasi-judicial body
First-Past-The-Post electoral system

Principle of “One Person, One Vote, One Value”
Federalism and Centre-State balance

Census as basis for representation

Critical Analysis
Pros

Promotes gender equality in politics
Improves inclusive governance
Seat expansion reduces political resistance

Cons

Use of outdated data may distort representation
Risk of north-south imbalance

Unclear rotation mechanism affects accountability
No clarity on OBC sub-quota

Challenges

Balancing population vs federal equity
Ensuring credible and updated data
Managing political consensus

Way Forward

Use latest Census data for delimitation

Ensure transparent seat allocation formula

Define clear rotation policy

Consider sub-quota based on evidence

Build consensus among States

Strengthen institutional mechanisms (Delimitation
Commission)



A closer look at Asim Munir’s West Asia diplomacy
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News
* Asim Munir has undertaken active diplomatic

engagement amid the ongoing West Asian
geopolitical tensions involving Iran, the U.S.,
and Israel.

Pakistan is attempting to project itself as a
mediator in the Iran-U.S. conflict and expand
its strategic role in the region.

Simultaneous outreach to Gulf countries, the
U.S., and Iran reflects a multi-alignment
strategy.

Uncertainty persists due to continued conflict
escalation and limited response from Iran.

Key Points

Pakistan signed a Strategic Mutual Defence
Agreement (SDMA) with Saudi Arabia.
Attempt to position itself as a mediator,
replacing traditional intermediaries like Oman
and Qatar.

Engagement with Donald Trump
administration (possible geopolitical
recalibration).
Outreach to multiple stakeholders:

o lIran (despite tensions)

o Saudi Arabia, UAE, Turkiye, Egypt
Strategic objectives:

o Enhance geopolitical relevance

o Attract economic and financial support

o Balance relations between major powers

(U.S.-China)

Constraints:

o lIran’s inconsistent engagement

o Escalating regional conflict

o Pakistan’s internal economic and political

challenges

aphorizm: "War s boo mporian #o be beft o the
penerals”,

Static Linkages
e Strait of Hormuz: Strategic oil chokepoint

(NCERT Geography)

Chapter VI of UN Charter: Pacific settlement of
disputes

Balance of Power theory in International
Relations

India’s energy imports dependence on West
Asia

Sunni-Shia divide in West Asia geopolitics
Defence diplomacy and strategic agreements
Multi-alignment in foreign policy

Critical Analysis
Pros

Enhances Pakistan’s diplomatic visibility
Potential mediator role in conflict resolution
Strengthens ties with Gulf countries
Opportunity for economic leverage

Cons

Strategic overreach beyond capacity

Lack of credibility due to past inconsistencies
Iran—-Pakistan tensions (sectarian and border
issues)

High dependence on external powers

Volatile regional situation limits success

Way Forward

Align foreign policy with domestic capacity
Strengthen economic stability

Build long-term diplomatic credibility
Prioritize regional cooperation mechanisms
Support multilateral conflict resolution (UN
framework)
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Systemic reckoning
Sattankulam verdict should sensitise

the police against use of excessive force

elivery of justice to hapless victims of

paolice brutality requires a combination

of an actively engaged judiciary, the
courage of victims and witnesses to speak out
against the khaki fraternity, and a determined in-
westigation to assemble irrefutable evidence, All
these factors perfectly aligned to uncover the
truth behind the custodial killing of an innoecent
trader, Jayaraj, and his son Benicks, who were
tortured at the Saptankulam police station in
Theothukudi, Tamil Nadu, six years ago. Relying
on the CBI's scieniific evidence, despite early at-
tempis to destroy it, a trial court in Madurai has
now convicted all nine policemen arraigned in
the case. A tenth accused had died earlier of CO-
VID-19, While the awarding of the death penalty
to the convicts militates against the principle of
rehabilitative justice, the conviction sends a
strong message to those in uniform who assume
the power 1o wield force against unarmed cit-
oens as if it were a statumory right. This case might
have passed off as yet another suspicious custo-
dial death but for overwhelming evidence of tor-
ture and public outrage. The police picked up
Jayaraj on false charges of viclating lockdown
conditions during the pandemic, and Benicks
was detained later when he confromted them for
assaulting his father, The two men were stripped,
brutally beaten overnight, and even forced
clean their own blood with their clothes. After re-
gistering an FIR on trumped-up charges, the in-
jured men were produced before a government
dector, who dublously issued a “fit for remand™
report. The jurisdictional magistrate oo mechan-
ically remanded them to judicial custedy, ulti-
mately leading to their deaths,

That the policemen felt entitled was evident
when a Judicial Magistrate found the atmosphere
at the station hostile and “intimidating”. Justices
PN, Prakash and B. Pugalendhi of the Madurai
Bench of the Madras High Court, having taken
S0 me cognisance, in an extraordinary direc-
tion, asked revenue officials to take control of the
station to safeguard evidence. The turning point
came when a head constable, Revathi, testified
against her colleagues. The CBI established that
blood samples recovered from the station
matched the victims' DNA, while call data re-
cords confirmed the presence of both the victims
and the accused at the time of the crime, sealing
the case. The trial court appears to have applied
uniform proportionality in assigning culpability
toall accused. This may not withstand scrutiny in
higher courts, as seen in the Rajiv Gandhi assassi-
nation case, where the Supreme Court, in 1999,
upheld the death sentences of only four of the 26
convicted by the TADA court. Nonetheless, the
comvictions should help sensitize the police force
that excesses will not go unpunished.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

e A Madurai trial court convicted nine policemen

in the 2020 custodial deaths of Jayaraj and
Benicks (Tamil Nadu).

e Caseinvolved severe custodial torture after
arrest for alleged COVID-19 lockdown
violations.

* |nvestigation by the Central Bureau of
Investigation relied on forensic and digital
evidence.

¢ The Madras High Court took suo motu
cognisance to preserve evidence and ensure
fair investigation.

Key Points

e Custodial torture violated fundamental rights

under Article 21.
e Failure of institutional safeguards:
o Improper medical certification (“fit for
remand”).
o Mechanical judicial remand.
* Role of evidence:
o DNA matching of blood samples.
o Call Data Records confirming presence.

Whistleblower testimony (police insider)
strengthened prosecution.
Trial court awarded death penalty (subject to
appellate scrutiny).
Highlights systemic issues:

o Low conviction rate in custodial deaths

(NCRB trend).
o Weak enforcement of arrest guidelines.

Static Linkages

Article 21 - Right to life and dignity.

Article 22 - Safeguards against arbitrary arrest.
D.K. Basu vs State of West Bengal (1997) -
Custodial safeguards.

Indian Evidence Act, 1872 — Sections 24-27
(confessions, admissibility).

CrPC - Arrest, remand, and custodial
procedures.

NHRC guidelines on custodial deaths.
Prakash Singh case (2006) - Police reforms.
Second ARC - Ethics in Governance
(accountability).

Critical Analysis
Positives

Judicial activism ensured accountability.
Scientific evidence improved conviction
reliability.

Strong deterrence against police excesses.

Issues

Institutional complicity (police-doctor-
magistrate nexus).

Delay in justice delivery.

Death penalty vs reformative justice debate.
Lack of effective police accountability
mechanisms.

Way Forward

Implement Supreme Court directives in police
reforms (Prakash Singh case).

Ensure CCTV surveillance in police stations.
Strengthen forensic and investigative
autonomy.

Fix accountability of medical and judicial
officers.

Establish independent Police Complaints
Authorities.

Improve human rights training for police.
Ensure time-bound trials and witness
protection.
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Indian Ocean Region (IOR) as strategic

Historical: Great Game, Anglo-Afghan

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

e Rising tensions involving Iran and the Gulf
region have elevated the Gulf’s strategic
centrality for India in foreign policy.

e |Indiaisincreasingly treating the Gulf as part of
its extended neighbourhood, rather than a
peripheral region.

e The development has revived the debate
between two strategic approaches:

o Maritime-oriented (Bombay School)
o Continental (Ludhiana School)

e Strong linkages through energy dependence,

trade, and Indian diaspora reinforce this shift.

Key Points
e Gulfregionis crucial due to:
o ~9 million Indian diaspora
o ~$50 billion annual remittances
o Major source of India’s crude oil and gas
imports
o Bombay School (Maritime View):Focus on
sea power, trade routes, ports, and naval
dominance
o Emphasis on Gulf, Persia, and Arabian Sea
o Ludhiana School (Continental View):Focus
on land borders, Afghanistan as buffer, and
territorial defence
e Post-independence India » continental bias
due to:
o Partition and hostile neighbours
e Post-1991 reforms - revival of maritime
engagement
e Current trend - strategic shift toward
maritime-Gulf integration while retaining
continental focus

Critical Analysis
Advantages
e Ensures energy security and economic stability
Strengthens India’s maritime strategic depth in
IOR
e Enhances trade, investment, and connectivity
e |everages diaspora as soft power asset
* Provides counterbalance to regional instability
Challenges
¢ High dependence on Gulf » geopolitical
vulnerability
¢ Balancing relations between Iran and Arab Gulf
states
e Limited naval capabilities vs expanding
ambitions
e Persistent threats from China and Pakistan
(continental front)
¢ Risk of spillover from West Asian conflicts

Way Forward

* Adopt a balanced hybrid strategy (maritime +
continental)

* Diversify energy basket (renewables, strategic
reserves)

e Strengthen naval capacity and maritime
infrastructure

e Deepen comprehensive partnerships with Gulf
countries

* Enhance diaspora security and engagement
policies

* Maintain strategic autonomy in West Asia



Phule’s life and thought,
a constitutional project

S WE mark the beginning of
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

e April 11 marks the birth anniversary of Jyotirao
Phule.

e Hisideas are being revisited in the context of
social justice, constitutional morality, and
inclusive governance.

* Increasing recognition of his role as a
precursor to constitutional thought in India,
influencing B. R. Ambedkar.

Key Points
e Conceptualised society on principles of
equality, dignity, and rights.
e [nfluenced by Thomas Paine » Natural Rights &
constitutionalism.
e Established first schools for girls and lower
castes (1848, Pune).
e Advocated:
o Widow remarriage
o Abolition of caste discrimination
o Opposition to child marriage
e Hunter Commission (1882):
o Compulsory primary education (up to 12
years)
o State-funded education for backward
classes
e Gulamgiri (1873):
o Linked caste oppression with global slavery
discourse

e Shetkaryacha Asud (1883):
o Highlighted agrarian distress + caste
exploitation nexus
e Core ldea: Social inequality + economic
exploitation + governance failure are
interlinked

Static Linkages

e Article 14-18 » Equality, abolition of
untouchability

e Article 21A - Right to Education

* DPSP Article 46 » Promotion of weaker
sections

e Hunter Commission, 1882 (Education reforms)

e 19th Century Social Reform Movements
(NCERT Spectrum)

e Natural Rights Theory (Locke, Paine)

e Agrarian structure under British rule

Critical Analysis
Positives
e Early articulation of social justice before
Constitution
e Emphasis on state responsibility in education
and welfare
¢ Intersectional understanding (caste + class +
gender)
Limitations
e Reform confined to limited regions
e Lack of institutional enforcement mechanisms
Contemporary Relevance
e Persistent inequality (caste, gender, rural
distress)
* Need for substantive equality vs formal
equality

Way Forward
e Strengthen Article 46 implementation
e Improve access to quality public education
e Targeted policies for socially disadvantaged
groups
e Address agrarian inequality structurally
¢ Promote constitutional morality in governance



EC failed Bengal voters,

SCshould look again

NSEFTEMBER last year, when the Election Commission of
India published theelectoral rodl for Bihar after acontentious
exercise, apprehensions of mass disenfranchisement were
put to rest. Nudged by the Supreme Court, the poll body re-
leased alist inwhich deletions were largely attributable todeath,
migration, and duplication. The process raised hopesthat the EC
had leamnt its lessons — that future Special Intensive Revisions
woulld be routine exercises in electoral hygiene, That hope has
been belied in West Bengal. What has unfolded over the past
three-and-a-half months is a troubling story of mass deletions,
procedural opacity, and a system that, flying in the face of due
process, shifted the burden of proof onto the very citizens it is
meant to enfranchise. The numbers are stark. When the SIR
beganin December, West Bengal had 766 crore registered voters,
The roll frozen on Monday lists only 6,77 crore — a fall of 1162 per
cent. OF the more than 60 lakh whose eligibility was under ad-
judication since February, as many as 2716,393 — more than 45
per cent — will have no say in the Assembly elections. Most of
them had fulfilled the documentation requirement. Democracy
rests on the idea that every citizen has an equal right to choose
thelr representatives. That prnciple has been compromised.

Yes, these 27 lakh citizens have a right to appeal. But the ap-
pellate processiscold comfort when electionsare imminent. The
window for redressal is too narrow, the machinery too over-
whelmed, and asthis newspaper has reported, people havebeen
left inthe lurch by appellate agencies. [t was herethat the SC'sin-
tervention was needed — especially on the foundational question
ofinclusion. The Court did engage: It allowed tribunalsto accept
fresh documents. But its Monday decision is disappointing. Its
reasoning —“Appellate authorities will formulate a fair proce-
dure...That may take a month, that may take even 60 days. We
cannot, onthat contemplation, allow some people because they
were eaier mapped” — gives the EC the benefit of the doubt. It
is, ineffect, the Court’s virtual acceptanceof disenfranchisement
inthis electoral cycle.

‘Thisis adeparture fromthe Court'sown Bihar standard, where
it pushed the Commission towards transparency, compelling it
toown and justify its deletions. In Bengal, that sustained scrutiny
was absent when it mantered most. The EC has a storied record
aof reaching out toevery voter, of erring on the side of inclusion.
In West Bengal, with a prooess skewed against the voter and
framed byashrill rhetoric ofillegal inmigrants, lakhs feardisen-
franchisement. Everyvalid voter deleted from the roll everyone
whio now has to navigate the intimidating machinery of redressal,
isablotonthe poll panelsrecord, The SC has always been the last
line of defence for the citizen's franchise. That role is not dimin-
ished by a frozen roll or an electoral calendar. The Court needsto
Inok again, not to reopen a process, but toensure that no eligible
citizen loses her vote because of institutional falure.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News
e The Election Commission of India conducted a
Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls in West Bengal starting December.
e Total registered voters declined from 7.66
crore to 6.77 crore (~11.62% reduction).
* Around 60 lakh voters were under scrutiny;
27.16 lakh (#45%) excluded from final rolls.
e Grounds cited: death, migration, duplication.
e Concerns raised about:
o Procedural opacity
o Burden of proof shifted to citizens
e The Supreme Court of India allowed appeals
but refused immediate intervention before
elections.

Key Points
* Electoral Roll Revision:
o Mandated under Representation of the
People Act, 1950.
o Conducted periodically to ensure electoral
integrity.
e Major Issues Identified:
o High rate of deletions despite document
submission.

o Short appeal window before elections.
o Administrative overload in appellate
mechanisms.
Judicial Response:
o SC permitted tribunals to accept fresh
documents.
o However, declined to halt or revise final
electoral roll.
Concerns:
o Risk of mass disenfranchisement.
o Undermines universal adult suffrage.

Static Linkages

Article 326: Elections based on universal adult
suffrage.
Article 324: Powers of ECI for superintendence,
direction, and control of elections.
Representation of the People Act, 1950:
o Preparation and revision of electoral rolls.
Due Process & Natural Justice:
o Audi alteram partem (right to be heard).
Free and Fair Elections:
o Basic feature of the Constitution (as per SC
judgments).
Judicial Review:
o Courts can intervene in electoral processes
in limited circumstances.

Critical Analysis
Issues

Risk of mass disenfranchisement.

Violation of natural justice (burden shifted to
citizens).

Lack of transparency and accountability.

Weak grievance redressal mechanism.

Judicial restraint may undermine protection of
voting rights.

Justifications

Ensures electoral integrity.
Removes duplicate/fake entries.
Maintains clean electoral rolls.

Way Forward

Ensure pre-deletion notice and fair hearing.
Strengthen appeal mechanisms with adequate
time.

Increase transparency in revision process.
Use technology with safeguards (data
integration).

Periodic independent audits of electoral rolls.
Clear judicial guidelines for voter inclusion
standards.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News
e [ndia’s 500 MWe Prototype Fast Breeder
Reactor (PFBR) at Kalpakkam Nuclear Complex
achieved criticality (self-sustaining nuclear
chain reaction).
* Major milestone in Stage-Il of India’s Three-
Stage Nuclear Power Programme.
e Developed indigenously by BHAVINI under the
Department of Atomic Energy.

Key Points
e Criticality: Reactor achieves stable neutron
chain reaction - precursor to power
generation.
e Fuel Type: Mixed Oxide (MOX) fuel (Uranium +
Plutonium).

o Breeding Mechanism:U-238 (fertile) » Pu-
239 (fissile) via neutron capture.

o Importance of FBR:Produces more fuel
than consumed.

o Enhances uranium utilisation (~60 times).

o Programme Stages:Stage-I: PHWRs -
Natural uranium - Pu-239 generation

o Stage-ll: FBRs » Pu-239 utilisation + more
fuel generation

o Stage-lll: Thorium reactors -» U-233 fuel
cycle

o Thorium Advantage:India has large reserves
(monazite sands).

o Ensures long-term energy security.

o Future Plans:6 additional FBRs planned.

o Nuclear capacity target: 22,400 MWe by
2032.

Static Linkages
* Fissile vs Fertile:
o Fissile: U-235, Pu-239, U-233
o Fertile: U-238, Th-232
* Moderator: Slows neutrons (heavy water in
PHWR)
e Coolant: Transfers heat (liquid sodium in FBRs)
* Closed Fuel Cycle: Reprocessing of spent fuel
e Nuclear Transmutation: Conversion of one
element/isotope into another

Critical Analysis
Pros:
e Strategic autonomy in nuclear energy
e Reduced import dependence
e Supports low-carbon energy goals
e Efficient resource utilisation
Cons:

e Safety risks (sodium coolant hazards)
e High cost and delays
* Nuclear waste disposal issues

Limited global acceptance of FBR tech

Way Forward

e Accelerate FBR deployment in fleet mode

e Strengthen nuclear safety regulations (AERB
reforms)

* Investin thorium reactor commercialization

* Promote public acceptance via transparency

* Integrate nuclear with renewable energy
strategy
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