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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

A U.S. F-15E Strike Eagle fighter jet was shot
down over Iran amid ongoing hostilities.
One aircrew member was rescued through a
high-risk special operation by U.S. forces.
U.S. President Donald Trump described the
mission as highly successful, while Iran,
including the Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps, termed it a failure.
The episode reflects rising direct confrontation
and renewed tensions in West Asia, especially
around the Strait of Hormuz.

Key Points
Aircraft involved:

F-15E Strike Eagle – multirole fighter
aircraft
MC-130J – special operations transport
aircraft
UH-60 Black Hawk – utility helicopter
A-10 Warthog – close air support aircraft

Operational aspects:
Rescue conducted in hostile mountainous
terrain.
Demonstrates coordination between air
power and special forces.
Highlights importance of air superiority in
modern warfare.

Geopolitical significance:
Strait of Hormuz handles nearly one-fifth of
global oil trade.
Increasing use of drones and advanced
surveillance systems.
Conflicting claims indicate information
warfare.

Static Linkages
Strait of Hormuz → Connects Persian Gulf to
Gulf of Oman; critical energy chokepoint.

Air superiority → Essential for dominance in
modern conflicts.
Special Operations Forces → Used for covert,
high-risk missions.
IRGC → Parallel military structure with strategic
autonomy in Iran.
West Asia → Region of geopolitical instability
affecting global energy and security.

Critical Analysis
Strategic Escalation: Direct U.S.-Iran
confrontation risks wider regional conflict.
Energy Security Concerns: Any disruption in
Strait of Hormuz may spike global oil prices,
affecting India.
Military Signalling: Both sides projecting
strength to establish deterrence.
Information Warfare: Contradictory narratives
complicate objective assessment.
Global Stability: Increased chances of
involvement of major powers.

Way Forward
Promote diplomatic engagement through
multilateral forums like the UN.
Strengthen international cooperation for
securing maritime routes.
Develop global norms for emerging warfare
technologies (e.g., drones).
Encourage confidence-building measures to
avoid escalation.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

The Border Security Force (BSF), under the
Ministry of Home Affairs, has been directed to
examine the feasibility of deploying reptiles
(snakes, crocodiles) in riverine gaps along the
India–Bangladesh border.
The directive follows a high-level meeting at
BSF Headquarters and is aligned with
instructions from Amit Shah.
The proposal is exploratory in nature and has
not yet been implemented.
It aims to address infiltration and smuggling in
unfenced riverine stretches, where traditional
fencing is difficult.

Key Facts for Prelims
Total India–Bangladesh Border: 4,096.7 km
Fencing Approved: 3,326.14 km
Fencing Completed: 2,954.56 km
Unfenced Portion: ~371 km (mainly
riverine/inhabited areas)
Border Guarding Force: BSF (under Ministry of
Home Affairs)
Challenges in Border Areas:

Flood-prone riverine terrain
Dense population near borders
Land acquisition issues

Government Approach:
Physical fencing + technological solutions
(CIBMS)
Identification of dark zones (no mobile
connectivity)

Mains Enrichment 
Why Such a Proposal?

Difficulty in constructing fences in riverine and
marshy terrain
Persistent issues of:

Illegal migration
Smuggling
Cross-border crimes

Critical Analysis
Advantages

Acts as a natural deterrent in inaccessible
areas
Reduces dependence on costly infrastructure
Innovative approach to border security

Disadvantages
Threat to civilians and livestock in densely
populated areas
Uncontrollable during floods → high
unpredictability
Violates environmental ethics and wildlife
protection norms
Raises legal and humanitarian concerns
Operational impracticality (breeding,
monitoring, containment)

Key Challenges
Procurement and safe deployment of reptiles
Ensuring zero harm to local communities
Coordination with environmental laws
Maintaining India’s international image
Lack of scientific evidence supporting
effectiveness

Way Forward
Strengthen Comprehensive Integrated Border
Management System (CIBMS)
Use drones, sensors, AI-based surveillance,
satellite monitoring
Develop floating border outposts (BOPs) in
riverine areas
Increase community-based border
management
Enhance India–Bangladesh cooperation for
joint patrolling
Ensure policy decisions align with
environmental sustainability and ethics

Static Concepts to Link
Border management is a Union
subject handled by MHA
BSF established in 1965 after
Indo-Pak war
Use of force must align with rule
of law and human rights
principles
Wildlife governed under Wildlife
Protection Act, 1972
India follows Integrated Border
Management (fencing +
technology + patrol)
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Union Budget 2025–26 announced expansion
of nuclear power capacity from 8,180 MW to
100 GW by 2047. 
Introduction and passage of the Sustainable
Harnessing and Advancement of Nuclear
Energy for Transforming India (SHANTI) Act,
2025. 
Repeal of earlier frameworks:

Atomic Energy Act, 1962
Civil Liability for Nuclear Damage Act, 2010

Aim: Enable private and foreign participation,
strengthen regulation, and support India’s net-
zero (2070) and Viksit Bharat (2047) goals. 

Key Points
India’s current nuclear capacity: ~8.8 GW
(≈1.8% of total capacity). 
Nuclear contributes ~3% of total electricity
generation, but provides baseload power. 
Renewable energy:

~50% installed capacity but only 22%
generation share due to intermittency. 

Thermal power still contributes ~75% of
electricity generation. 
Estimated requirement: >2000 GW capacity by
2047. 
Investment needed: ~$200 billion (₹18 lakh
crore) for nuclear expansion. 
SHANTI Act provisions:

Private sector entry in nuclear power
generation
Statutory status to Atomic Energy
Regulatory Board (AERB)
Revised liability regime to attract
investment

Focus on:
Small Modular Reactors (SMRs)
Indigenous PHWR (220 MW, 540 MW, 700 MW)
Thorium-based fuel cycle

Static Linkages
India’s three-stage nuclear programme (Pressurised
Heavy Water Reactors → Fast Breeder Reactors →
Thorium-based reactors)
Concept of baseload power vs intermittent energy
sources
Radiation safety, nuclear waste management, and
liability principles
Role of independent regulatory bodies in
governance
Energy security and diversification of energy mix
India’s commitments under Paris Agreement (NDCs)

Critical Analysis
Positives

Helps achieve net-zero emissions target (2070)
Provides reliable baseload power, unlike renewables
Reduces dependence on coal and fossil fuels
Encourages private investment and technological
innovation
Boosts energy security and industrial growth

Concerns
High capital costs and long gestation periods
Nuclear safety risks and disaster concerns
Issues of radioactive waste management
Public resistance (land acquisition, environmental
concerns)
Dependence on foreign technology and fuel
Liability dilution may raise accountability concerns

Stakeholder Perspectives
Government: Focus on energy transition and growth
Private sector: Interested but concerned about risks
and returns
Local communities: Safety and displacement
concerns
Environmental groups: Mixed views (low carbon vs
nuclear risks)

Way Forward
Develop clear regulatory framework and
transparency mechanisms
Strengthen independent nuclear regulatory
authority
Promote indigenous technology (PHWR, SMRs,
thorium reactors)
Ensure robust safety and waste management
systems
Design innovative financing models (PPP, sovereign
guarantees)
Enhance public awareness and stakeholder
consultation
Integrate nuclear with renewables + storage
systems for balanced energy mix
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The 14th Ministerial Conference (MC14) of the
World Trade Organization held in Yaoundé
(March 2026) failed to deliver a consensus-
based ministerial declaration. 
The conference was expected to reinforce the
rules-based global trading order amid rising
unilateral trade actions, particularly by the
United States. 
Key longstanding WTO moratoriums—on
custom duties on e-commerce (since 1998)
and non-violation complaints under TRIPS
(since 1995)—faced disruption or uncertainty. 
Attempts to incorporate the Investment
Facilitation for Development (IFD) agreement
into WTO framework failed due to lack of
consensus, notably opposition from India. 
The WTO continues to face a structural crisis,
including paralysis of its dispute settlement
mechanism and lack of reform roadmap. 

Key Points
E-commerce Moratorium LapsedCountries
can now impose tariffs on digital trade
flows.
May increase revenue for developing
nations but raise costs for consumers and
businesses.
Emergence of Parallel Legal Frameworks66
WTO members signed an E-commerce
Agreement (ECA) prohibiting tariffs,
creating fragmentation.
TRIPS Non-Violation Moratorium
UncertainRaises concerns for public health
laws in developing countries facing
potential disputes.
Failure of Plurilateral IntegrationIFD
Agreement (supported by 129 countries)
not incorporated due to concerns over
inclusivity and legal safeguards.

Weak Institutional OutcomesNo progress
on restoring WTO Appellate Body.
No roadmap for reform of global trade
governance.
Rise of UnilateralismIncreasing use of
unilateral trade measures (e.g., Section 301
of US Trade Act, 1974).

Static Linkages
Principles of Most Favoured Nation (MFN) and
National Treatment in global trade.
Concept of trade multilateralism vs
unilateralism.
TRIPS Agreement and its role in intellectual
property rights.
Evolution from GATT (1947) to WTO (1995).
Role of dispute settlement mechanism in
international institutions.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Opportunity for developing countries to
mobilize revenue via digital tariffs.
Greater flexibility through plurilateral
arrangements.
Space for countries like India to safeguard
policy autonomy.

Negatives
Weakening of WTO undermines rules-based
global order.
Fragmentation may lead to inequality in trade
rules.
Increased trade barriers may disrupt global
value chains.
Risk to access to medicines due to TRIPS-
related disputes.

Challenges
Consensus-based decision-making slowing
reforms.
Deadlock in dispute settlement system.
Geopolitical tensions impacting trade
cooperation.

Way Forward
Revive WTO dispute settlement mechanism.
Create inclusive framework for plurilateral
agreements.
Balance digital trade openness with national
interests.
Strengthen role of developing countries in
global trade governance.
India should lead Global South in pushing
equitable reforms.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change notified amendments (March
31, 2026) to the Plastic Waste Management
Rules, 2016.
The Rules have evolved since 2016, with major
strengthening through the Extended Producer
Responsibility (EPR) framework introduced in
2022.
EPR mandates producers, importers, and
brand owners (PIBOs) to collect and process
plastic waste equivalent to the quantity they
introduce into the market.
Targets under EPR increased progressively:

35% (2021–22)
70% (2022–23)
100% (2024–25)

Latest amendments shift focus toward
mandatory use of recycled plastic content and
reuse obligations.
Concerns arise due to weak enforcement,
carry-forward provisions, and lack of clarity on
actual collection achievements.

Key Points
Recycled Content Mandate:

Category I (rigid plastic packaging):
minimum 30% recycled content (2025–26),
rising to 60% by 2028–29.

Carry Forward Provision:
Shortfall in targets can be carried forward up to 3
years.
Only one-third of deficit must be met annually →
weakens accountability.

Collection Gap:
Government data indicates only ~50–60%
compliance with collection targets.

Absence of Future Targets:
No clear collection/recycling targets beyond 2024–
25.

Market Mechanism Introduced:
Use of EPR trading certificates to allow flexibility in
compliance.

Shift in Policy Focus:
From strict collection/recycling → to use of recycled
plastic (irrespective of sourcing).

Reuse Obligations:
Introduced but loosely defined and potentially
difficult to enforce.

Static Linkages
Directive Principles: State to protect and improve
environment (Art. 48A).
Fundamental Duty: Citizens to protect natural
environment (Art. 51A(g)).
Polluter Pays Principle (Environmental jurisprudence –
Supreme Court).
Sustainable Development and Circular Economy
concepts.
Waste management hierarchy: Reduce → Reuse →
Recycle.
Basel Convention on transboundary movement of
hazardous wastes.
National Action Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC) –
sustainable consumption.
Solid Waste Management Rules, 2016.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Promotes circular economy via recycled content
mandate.
Enhances industry accountability through EPR.
Introduces economic instruments for efficiency.
Reduces dependence on virgin plastic.

Concerns
Carry-forward provision dilutes compliance.
Lack of reliable data on plastic waste collection.
Weak enforcement of 100% EPR targets.
Shift away from core objective of waste collection.
Risk of greenwashing through certificate trading.
Informal waste sector remains under-recognised.

Way Forward
Define clear post-2025 EPR targets.
Strengthen monitoring via digital tracking systems.
Restrict carry-forward flexibility.
Integrate informal waste pickers into formal system.
Promote biodegradable and alternative materials.
Strengthen urban local bodies for waste management.
Ensure strict audit of EPR certificates.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Parliament has passed a law formally
recognising Amaravati as the capital of Andhra
Pradesh.
The capital project was originally launched in
2015 by Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu.
Around 217 sq. km. of fertile agricultural land
along the Krishna River was pooled for the
project.
The project faced opposition due to:

Use of Land Pooling Scheme (LPS) instead
of the Right to Fair Compensation and
Transparency in Land Acquisition,
Rehabilitation and Resettlement Act, 2013
Environmental concerns and regional
imbalance

The subsequent government under Y. S. Jagan
Mohan Reddy proposed a three-capital model,
halting Amaravati’s progress.
With regime change in 2024, Amaravati project
has been revived with support from the Centre
and multilateral funding.

Key Points
Land Pooling Scheme (LPS):Voluntary land
contribution by farmers in return for
developed plots + annuities
Seen as an alternative to compulsory
acquisition under LARR Act

Compensation Structure:Farmers: Annual
payments for 10 years + commercial/residential
plots
Agricultural labourers: Limited assistance
(~₹2,500/month initially)
Regional Concerns:Perception of neglect of
Rayalaseema and North Coastal Andhra
Financial Aspects:Limited direct central funding;
reliance on multilateral loans (World Bank, AIIB-
like institutions)
Andhra Pradesh remains a revenue-deficit state
post-bifurcation (as per 14th Finance
Commission)
Political Dimension:Demand for Special
Category Status (SCS) became a major electoral
issue
Policy discontinuity led to delay and resource
wastage

Static Linkages
Federal structure allows states to choose their
capital (Article 3 implications indirectly)
Land acquisition governed by consent,
compensation, R&R provisions under 2013 Act
Concept of cooperative federalism (NITI Aayog
framework)
Urban planning principles:

Sustainable development (Brundtland Report)
Smart Cities Mission guidelines

Regional imbalance and inclusive growth (Economic
Survey insights)
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) norms
under Environment Protection Act, 1986

Critical Analysis
Positives

Planned capital → investment, employment, urban
growth
LPS reduces conflict vs forced acquisition
Symbol of state identity post-bifurcation

Negatives
Exclusion of agricultural labourers (equity concern)
Loss of fertile land → food security risk
Regional imbalance (Rayalaseema, North Coastal
Andhra neglected)
Policy instability → delays, fiscal burden
Environmental risks (floodplain development)

Way Forward
Ensure inclusive R&R (include labourers, tenants)
Promote balanced regional development (multi-
capital or decentralisation)
Maintain policy continuity in infrastructure projects
Adopt sustainable urban planning
Strengthen Centre–State fiscal coordination
Transparent governance and monitoring
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Parliament passed the Constitution (106th
Amendment) Act, 2023, providing one-third
reservation for women in the Lok Sabha and
State Legislative Assemblies.
The reform ended a ~26-year legislative
deadlock, marking a major step in political
empowerment.
However, implementation challenges remain
due to linkage with delimitation and Census.
Delimitation can only occur after the first
Census post-2026, delaying operationalisation
possibly till 2032–33.
Debate has emerged on alternative
mechanisms (e.g., proportional representation-
based additional seats) to implement
reservation earlier. 

Key Points
Provides 33% reservation for women in:

Lok Sabha
State Legislative Assemblies

Reservation will also apply to SC/ST reserved
seats.
Implementation is conditional upon:

Delimitation exercise
Post-2026 Census data

Proposal under discussion:
Increase Lok Sabha strength (e.g., from 543
to ~800+ seats).
Allocate additional seats exclusively for
women.

Alternative model suggested:
Use Proportional Representation (PR) for
allocating additional seats based on vote
share.

Constitutional constraint:
Seat allocation freeze among states until
post-2026 Census.

Political concern:
Balance between northern and southern
states’ representation.

Static Linkages 
Universal Adult Franchise (Art. 326)
Equality before Law (Art. 14)
Affirmative Action (Art. 15(3))
Reservation in Local Bodies (73rd & 74th
Amendments)
Delimitation Commission (Art. 82, 170)
Basic Structure Doctrine (representation &
democracy)
First-Past-The-Post (FPTP) vs Proportional
Representation (PR)
Census and federal distribution of seats
Women’s political participation (NCERT
Polity)

Critical Analysis
Positives

Promotes inclusive democracy and gender
justice.
Builds on success of local body
reservations.
Likely to improve quality of governance and
representation.

Challenges
Delay in implementation due to Census-
delimitation linkage.
Federal concerns over seat redistribution.
PR-based interim model may weaken:

constituency linkage
accountability

Risk of elite capture within parties.

Way Forward
Expedite Census and delimitation process.
Consider interim constitutional mechanism
for early rollout.
Ensure transparent and fair seat allocation
formula.
Strengthen capacity building of women
leaders.
Maintain federal balance through
consensus.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The ongoing geopolitical conflicts, especially in
the Middle East, have triggered a global fossil
fuel energy crisis.
International Energy Agency termed the
situation as the “greatest global energy
security threat in history.”
Heavy dependence on fossil fuels has exposed
countries to supply disruptions, price
volatility, and inflationary pressures.
Asia remains highly vulnerable, importing
nearly 40% of its oil via the Strait of Hormuz.
World Food Programme warns of rising global
hunger due to energy-driven food price
inflation.
The crisis has renewed the debate between
continuing fossil fuel reliance vs accelerating
clean energy transition.

Key Points
Fossil fuel dependency undermines energy
security and sovereignty of nations.
Geopolitical tensions directly affect oil & gas
supply chains, leading to inflation.
Fossil fuels continue to receive trillions in
global subsidies despite climate risks.
Renewable energy (solar, wind) is now
cheapest source of power (IEA reports).
Over $2 trillion invested in clean energy
globally (2024–25), but limited flow to
developing countries.

Clean energy transition includes:
Renewable power generation
Grid modernization and storage
Electrification (e.g., EVs)

Climate disasters (floods, droughts) are intensifying
due to continued fossil fuel use.
Global climate negotiations like COP30 and COP31
aim to accelerate transition.

Static Linkages
Greenhouse effect and global warming (NCERT
Geography & Science)
Energy resources: renewable vs non-renewable
(NCERT Class 10 Geography)
External sector vulnerability due to oil imports
(Indian Economy – Economic Survey)
Environmental degradation and disasters (NCERT +
Disaster Management)
Sustainable development and intergenerational
equity
Government subsidies and fiscal burden
(Economics)

Critical Analysis
Positives of Clean Energy Transition

Enhances energy security by reducing import
dependence
Reduces carbon emissions, helping meet Paris
Agreement targets
Generates green jobs and innovation opportunities
Improves public health by reducing air pollution

Concerns / Challenges
High initial investment costs in infrastructure and
storage
Intermittency issues (solar/wind variability)
Developing countries face finance and technology
gaps
Fossil fuel-dependent regions face just transition
challenges (job losses)

Stakeholder Perspectives
Developed nations: Focus on rapid decarbonization
Developing nations: Demand climate finance &
equity
Oil-exporting countries: Economic dependence on
fossil fuels
Vulnerable populations: Bear disproportionate
climate impacts

Way Forward
Scale up climate finance (as per $100 billion
commitment under UNFCCC)
Promote energy diversification (solar, wind, green
hydrogen, nuclear)
Strengthen grid infrastructure and storage systems
Ensure just transition policies for affected workers
and regions
Reform fossil fuel subsidies and redirect funds to
clean energy
Enhance international cooperation through UN
climate frameworks
Encourage domestic initiatives like National Solar
Mission, Green Hydrogen Mission
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

India is experiencing increasing frequency and
intensity of heatwaves due to climate change.
IMD has forecast above-normal temperatures
in several regions during the current summer.
The situation coincides with assembly
elections, raising concerns over public safety
during mass gatherings.
As per World Bank estimates, by 2030:

~200 million Indians will face extreme heat
annually.
~30 million jobs may be lost due to heat-
related productivity decline.

Past incidents (e.g., heat-related deaths during
public rallies) highlight the urgency of
preparedness.
Transition from El Niño to La Niña may
influence heat patterns and weather
variability.

Key Points
Heatwaves increase risks of:

Heatstroke, dehydration, mortality
Reduced labour productivity

Vulnerable groups:
Elderly, children, pregnant women
Outdoor workers (construction, agriculture)

Government measures:
IMD early warnings and forecasts
ECI heatwave advisories and guidelines
Based on NDMA Heatwave Action Plan
framework

Preventive strategies:
Hydration, light clothing, avoiding peak
heat hours
Awareness campaigns and community
participation

Economic impact:
Loss of productivity → impact on GDP and
informal sector

Static Linkages
Heatwaves as a natural hazard under disaster
management.
ENSO (El Niño–La Niña) and its impact on
Indian climate.
Article 21 – Right to life includes health and
safety.
Article 47 – Duty of State to improve public
health.
Urban heat island effect and environmental
degradation.
Climate change impacts on labour productivity
(Economic Survey).

Critical Analysis
Positives:

Early warning systems improving
preparedness
ECI integrating climate concerns into
elections
NDMA guidelines provide framework

Challenges:
Poor implementation at grassroots level
Lack of infrastructure (shade, water,
cooling spaces)
High vulnerability of informal workforce
Low public awareness
Urban heat island effect

Way Forward
Strengthen Heat Action Plans at local level
Ensure basic facilities at polling stations
(water, shade, medical aid)
Integrate climate resilience into governance
and elections
Expand early warning dissemination systems
Promote urban cooling strategies (green cover,
cool roofs)
Provide social protection for heat-affected
workers
Enhance community awareness and NGO
involvement
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Global food prices, as per the Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAO) index, rose only
~1% in March 2026 (YoY), despite a sharp ~58%
rise in Brent crude oil prices.
The ongoing geopolitical tensions involving
United States, Israel, and Iran have triggered
an energy shock but not yet a food crisis.
This contrasts with earlier crises such as the
Russia-Ukraine war and the 2008 global
commodity shock, where food and oil prices
surged together.
In India, most food prices remain stable,
except edible oils due to import dependence.

Key Points
Decoupling of Food & Oil Prices
(Temporary)FAO Food Price Index stable vs
sharp rise in crude oil prices.
Past trends show strong correlation (2008,
2022 crises).
Edible Oil InflationIndia heavily import-
dependent (~55–60% of consumption).
Prices of palm, soybean, sunflower oil
increased significantly.
FAO vegetable oil index up ~13.2% YoY.
Biofuel Diversion ImpactIndonesia
introducing B50 biodiesel (50% palm oil
blending).
United States increasing ethanol/biodiesel
mandates.

Food crops diverted toward fuel → supply
constraints.
Energy Shock Beyond OilFertilisers (urea,
DAP) and agrochemicals linked to energy
prices.
Supply chain disruptions may affect
upcoming kharif season.
Future RisksDecline in crop productivity
due to input shortages.
Possible El Niño may worsen food output.
Current buffer stocks may not sustain
prolonged crisis.

Static Linkages
MSP mechanism and buffer stock policy (Food
Corporation of India).
Concepts of cost-push inflation and imported
inflation.
Energy-agriculture nexus (fertiliser production
uses natural gas).
Biofuel policy (National Biofuel Policy, Ethanol
Blending Programme).
Monsoon dependency and ENSO effects on
Indian agriculture.

Critical Analysis
ProsShort-term food price stability →
inflation control.
Adequate grain stocks provide buffer.
ConsFood–fuel trade-off (biofuel
expansion).
High fertiliser costs → lower productivity.
Import dependence (edible oils) → external
vulnerability.
Climate risks may amplify crisis.
Key IssueTemporary decoupling likely to
reverse due to structural linkages between
energy and agriculture.

Way Forward
Reduce edible oil import dependence (NMEO-
OP).
Calibrated biofuel blending to avoid food
inflation.
Ensure fertiliser availability via subsidy +
diversification.
Strengthen buffer stock management and
supply chains.
Promote climate-resilient agriculture.
Keep trade channels flexible (timely imports).
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

A recent study published in The Lancet
Obstetrics & Gynaecology highlights India’s
progress in reducing maternal mortality.
Maternal mortality in 2023 is about one-fifth of
1990 levels, indicating long-term
improvement.
However, progress has slowed since 2015,
raising concerns.
India still contributes ~10% of global maternal
deaths.
The report flags challenges in achieving the
SDG target of MMR ≤70 per lakh live births by
2030.

Key Points
Major causes of maternal deaths:

Haemorrhage
Infections
Hypertensive disorders (e.g., eclampsia)

Drivers of earlier success (2000–2015):
Increase in institutional deliveries
Government interventions like Janani
Suraksha Yojana
Improved awareness and access to
healthcare

Recent concerns:
Slowdown in reduction rate post-2015
Regional disparities:

Better-performing: Gujarat,
Maharashtra, Southern states

Lagging: Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, MP,
Rajasthan, etc.

Impact of COVID-19:
Disruption of antenatal care
Decline in institutional deliveries
Diversion of frontline health workers

Government initiatives:
LaQshya Programme – improving labour
room quality
Pradhan Mantri Surakshit Matritva Abhiyan
– antenatal care tracking and outreach

Persistent systemic issues:
Weak primary healthcare in poorer states
Lack of specialists, blood banks, emergency
transport
Gender inequality → malnutrition, anaemia
among women

Static Linkages
Fundamental Right: Article 21 – Right to life
includes maternal health
Directive Principles: Article 47 – Duty of state
to improve nutrition and public health
Role of ASHA & Anganwadi workers (Integrated
Child Development Services - ICDS)
Concepts:

Demographic transition
Human Development Index (HDI)
Social determinants of health

National Health Mission (NHM)
SDG Goal 3: Good Health and Well-being

Critical Analysis
Positives

Sharp long-term decline in MMR
Improved institutional delivery coverage

Negatives
Regional inequality
Implementation gaps (State capacity)
Neglect of nutrition & gender factors
Health infrastructure gaps

Way Forward
Strengthen primary healthcare & referral
systems
Improve emergency obstetric care & blood
availability
Focus on nutrition (anaemia reduction)
Enhance women’s education & decision-
making power
Better Centre–State coordination
Data-driven monitoring (digital tracking)
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