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Russia expresses readiness to
boost oil, LNG supplies to India

Russian Deputy PM Manturov discusses trade, fertilizers, connectivity, people-to-people ties with Modi: Russia cites ‘particular
attention’ paid to cooperation in sectors like oil, gas; joint project for production of urea under development, says Manturov

Kallol Bhattacherjee
WEW DELHI

mid the oil shock
A.m supply chain
disruptions  trig-

wered by the US, Asrael war
on Iran, Fussis has assured
that its entrgy companics
harve the capacity o “stea-
dily increase” the supply of
oil and liquefied natural
gas (LNG) to India, and also
“continue” to address In-
dia’s fertilizer needs.

Russian Deputy Prime
Minister Dends Manturov,
on a two-day visit, called
on Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Thursday and
discussed the supply of
Tertilizers.

“We discussed our mu-
wally beneficlal coopera-
tion in trade, fertilizers,
conmectivity and people-
to-people ties,” said Mr.
Mo, who “welcomed sus-

Harendra Modi interacts with Russian Depaty Prire Minister Denis
Mantuney in New Delhi on Thursday. s

upcoming BRICS summit
to be hosted by India and
the [India-Russia annual
summit scheduled in Kus-
ska this year.

According 1o the Rus-
sian embagsy, Mr. Maniu-
rov gaid that Russia has in-
creased  supplies  of
“in-demand mineral fertil-
ners 1o India by 40% and is
reacly 1o continue meeting
India’s needs for this

tained efforts from both  produ

sices” to realise the agree-
ments of the 23rd India-
Rusia Anmual - Summit
hosted here in December
2025,

Thetz visit is baeing seen as
part of the preparations by
the two sides ahead of the

",
He also mentiomed that
a joint project for the pro-
duction  of carbamide
(urea) is “under develop-
ment™, “Particular atten
tion was paid 1o coopera-
tion in the oil and gas
sector.  Manturow  con

firmed that Russian com-
panies have the capacity to
steadily increase supplies
of ol and liquefied matural
gas 1o the Indian market,”
sald the embassy readour.

Mr. Mangurow also met
with Exiernal Affairs Minds-
ter 5. Jalshankar, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man and National Securiny
Advisor Ajit Doval, and the
leaders  discussed  conti-
mued energy supply o
India.

In a press note, the Ex-
ternal Affairs Ministry said
Mr. Jaishankar and Mr.
Manturov  “exchanged
views on regional and glo-
bal developments, includ-
ing the conflict in West

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

e Amid disruptions caused by the U.S.-Israel
conflict with Iran in West Asia, concerns over
global oil supply chains and fertilizer
availability have intensified.

* Russia has assured India of steady increases in
oiland LNG supplies, along with continued
fertilizer exports.

e Russian Deputy PM Denis Manturov visited
India and held discussions with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and key ministers.

e Thevisit aligns with preparations for the
upcoming BRICS Summit (hosted by India) and
the India—Russia Annual Summit (2026).

e Russiareported a 40% increase in fertilizer
exports to India, with plans for joint urea
production projects.

Key Points
o Energy SecurityRussia is willing to expand

crude oil and LNG exports to India.

India-bound oil
heads to China?

CHENNAL
#ing Shun, an Ianian crude o
cariey that had been showing
#was heading to India, for
e days. afier croasing the
Strait of Hormuz, ks heading to
Chin, s per marine logistics.
and commodity markets
Aruplytics firm Kpler, o PAGE 11

Asia” Mr. Maniurov said

for the BRICS where India
i the current Chair,

The group has attracted
attention in recent weeks
s it has not made a state-
mient on the evolving situa-
tion in West Asia, though
Fugssia, India and Chima,
who form a trilateral sub-
group called RIC, have in-
dicated that they will work
closely  within ~ BRICS,
Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganisation and the UN on
Essues that affect common
imterests of the Global

Russia will deepen nuclear  South.

cooperation with India.
Oaher topics such as indus-
wrial cooperation, space
and educational projects
were discussed in the
meet)

Mr. Manturov's Delhi vi-
sit, which ended on Friday,
ook place days after Bus-
sian Foreign Minister Ser-
gei Lavrow and Mr Jaishan-
kar adidressed a
conference an bilateral re
ationes through a video link
om March 23, during which
Mr. Lavrov indicated Rus-
sia’s preparations for the
anmal summit,

Mr. Lavrov had ex-
pressed Russia’s support

This was followed by the
March 30 Foreign Office
Consultations between In-
dia and Russia led by Fo-
refgn Secretary  Vikram
Misri and Russia’s Deputy
Foredgn Minister Andrey
Rusdenko,

This week, the Indian
side hosted Viadimir Ya-
Rushev, First Deputy Chair-
man of the Federation
Couneil (Upper House) of
the Federal Assembly of
Russia, On Thursday, Mr.
Yakushev  met  Deputy
Chairman of the Rajya Sab
ha Harivansh  Namayan
Singh and Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla.

o India has increased reliance on discounted
Russian crude post-2022 geopolitical shifts.

o Fertilizer CooperationRussia increased
supply of mineral fertilizers by ~40%.

o Joint project for carbamide (urea)
production under development.

o Strategic EngagementTalks covered trade,
connectivity, nuclear energy, industrial
cooperation, and space collaboration.

o Emphasis on strengthening ties before
BRICS and bilateral summit.

o Multilateral Coordinationindia-Russia—

China (RIC) grouping to coordinate
positions in:

= BRICS

= Shanghai Cooperation Organisation
(SCO)

= United Nations

o Focus onissues of the Global South.

o Diplomatic EngagementsMeetings with
External Affairs Minister, Finance Minister,
NSA.

o Parliamentary exchanges between Russian
and Indian legislative leaders.

Static Linkages

* Indiaimports ~85% of its crude oil needs
(Economic Survey).

e Fertilizer sector is critical for food security and
MSP-linked agriculture system.

e Ureais the most widely used nitrogenous
fertilizer in India.

* BRICS represents major emerging economies
accounting for ~40% of global population.

e Energy security is a core component of
national security and economic stability.

e Diversification of energy sources is part of
India’s energy policy strategy.

Critical Analysis
Advantages
* Ensures stable energy supply during global
disruptions.
e Secures fertilizer availability » supports
agriculture.
e Strengthens India—Russia strategic
partnership.
Concerns
* Risk of overdependence on Russia.
e Exposure to Western sanctions pressure.
e Contradicts climate commitments (fossil fuel
dependence).
Challenges
e Payment mechanisms (rupee-ruble trade).
e Balancing strategic autonomy vs global
alignment.

Way Forward
» Diversify energy sources (Middle East,
renewables).
e Promote domestic fertilizer production &
nano-urea.
e Strengthen strategic petroleum reserves.
e Continue multi-alignment diplomacy.



Plan to relocate Great Nicobar’s tribal communities stirs fresh concern

Abhinay Lakshiman
NEW BELI

A draft plan cuilining the
“refocation™ of Micoharese
inihal communiiies affect-
od by the Unicn govern
ment’s Grear Micobar s
land {GND

mega-lnfrastrucre  pro
ject "o their ancestral

exdsting  appeebensbons
among bocals,

They have besn, for four
years, protesting the cea
rance for the T92,000
crore project after with-
drawing their consent in
200%, alleging that thedr
forest rights had not heen
settled.

This draft “Comprehen:
sive Tribal Welfare Pan™,
peepared by the Andsman

Great Meobar, propases
42,52 crore owtlay over 24

munsthes from tsanammi-af
fecied ar project-impacied
arexs”, which  imwolves
housing, bind  develop-
meent and hasic infrastruc:

cation will take place and
whi will be relocated have
left menshers of the Tribal
Council of Gres and Little
Nigobar confused, accord
ing o Nicobarese com:
munity beaders who spoke
10 The Hird,

since been called for two
meectings by the district ad-
ministration In Campbell

plan was prepared afier

’ Tribal Councll leaders de-

Green concerna: The crall was prepaeed by the Andaman and
Hicoibar Islands sdministration. Ne

days 1o “demonstrate that
consent has been taken
from the tribal poople™ for
It project.

At 3 meeting on Apeil 1,
thie Tribal Council submit.
ted a letter pointing out

view the translated doog.
ment,
Motably, while the draft

pllan srates the GNI projfect  =facili

“imvodves relocation”, the
Centre has repeatedly
the project would not “dis

manded o retum o ances-
tral willages on the west
const of GNT tha were des-
troyed in the 3004 tsuna:
i, after which communi-
ties  were  shifred o
e in Rajiv Na-

shon will be taken alter as-
sexsing bnd  availsbiliny
and consultations, while

prraded.
Further, the plan lists all
families in Rar

gar and New Chingenh
mear Camphell

vobves relocation o Rajiv
Magar (32 housetolds, 101

persons) and New Chin-
W('I'll‘l @0 households, 17

persons)”
In 3 section, the p-ltn
proposes  Pulobhabl o
“commumicy puarpeses” 0[
residents in Rajiv Nagar, to
e periodic viss to
ancestral lands”, while ad-

said  ding. "an option shall re-

maln open” for fansilles o

Jiv Magar and New Chin-
genh (62 families in total)

The tables bn the draft
also add to the ambiguity:

bullding only 30 new
homes, while another sec.
tion states permanent shel-
pers “will h¢h||l(l'||ral| (]
hinsseholds™ -

expliciily mensions wht!t
these homes would come

up. Disrkcn  auhorites

Couneil sald Pulobhabi Is

- just one among several an

cestral village sives, and the
propasal lists only showt 13
pre-sunami  Nicobarese

- willages when there ane mar

Y e

In New Delhki on March
20, Gread and Litde Nico-
har Tribal Councll chief
Barnzhas Manju had said
the community has long

,  demanded a retum o all

angestral villsges along the
west coast since displace-
EThETA i 2004,

S00n after the project
was granted Sagel clea
mance In 2022, the oom-
mumity withdrew their

WO
forest lands, including -
u'sm\hd.llam-s preventing

mlmi leaders say the

and Nicobar Islands admi-
nisiration and circalated
on March 3 for consulta-
ithom with lime departments
and the Tribal Council of

Bay to sign off on i, This
comes a5 the Unlon go-
vernment told a Caboatta

that some aspecis of the
draft were unclear and re-
quested a Hindi translation
of it They sakd they would
meed at least a month 1o re-

purb or displace iribes™.

On ancestral lands
According o a leter ar
teched to the draft, the

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

The Union government’s ¥92,000-crore Great
Nicobar Island (GNI) mega infrastructure
project has triggered concerns among the
Nicobarese tribal community.
A draft “Comprehensive Tribal Welfare Plan”
proposes relocation of tribal families from
project-impacted/tsunami-affected areas.
Confusion persists regarding:

o Exact relocation sites

o Number of affected families
The Tribal Council of Great and Little Nicobar
has raised objections citing lack of clarity and
consultation.
The community had withdrawn consent in
2022, alleging non-settlement of forest rights.
The issue is under judicial scrutiny in the
Calcutta High Court, where the Centre must
prove free, prior, informed consent (FPIC).

Key Points

o Project Features:International container
transshipment terminal
o Greenfield airport
o Township and power infrastructure
o Relocation Plan:¥42.52 crore allocation
over 24 months
o Covers 62 Nicobarese families
Includes housing, land development, and
infrastructure
o Ambiguities:Conflicting references to
relocation:
= To existing settlements (Rajiv Nagar,
New Chingenh)
= To Pulobhabi (ancestral site)
o Inconsistent data:
= 62 homes to be upgraded vs only 30
new houses planned
o Community Concerns:Fear of permanent
displacement from ancestral lands

refurn io ancesiral villiges
outside the project area.
For New Chingenh resl:
denes, the plan neconds
thelr desire to retum o

have nod yet respanded o
The Hinde's querses on
what exactly the plan

PrOpaOses.
A beader of the Tribal  bou

o has been ex-
acerbated as the adminds-
eration has not cearly ox-
plaimed praject

nidaries.

Lack of clarity on project boundaries
o Demand for return to pre-2004 tsunami villages
Government Position:Claims project will not
displace tribes
o Yet draft plan explicitly mentions relocation

Static Linkages

Article 244 & Fifth/Sixth Schedule - Protection of
tribal interests (though A&N not under Sixth
Schedule, spirit applies)

Forest Rights Act, 2006 (FRA):

o Recognition of individual & community forest

rights

o Mandatory Gram Sabha consent for diversion
Panchayats (Extension to Scheduled Areas) Act,
1996 (PESA) principles (though not directly @ in
A&N, relevant for tribal self-governance norms)
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)
Notification, 2006 - clearance for large
infrastructure projects

Island Coastal Regulation Zone (ICRZ) norms
2004 Indian Ocean Tsunami - led to displacement
of Nicobarese communities

Critical Analysis
Positives:

Strategic location near global shipping routes
Economic and infrastructure development
Enhances India’s maritime security

Concerns:

Incomplete implementation of FRA, 2006
Questionable free, prior, informed consent
Risk of cultural displacement

Ecological sensitivity of island ecosystem
Administrative opacity

Way Forward

Complete forest rights settlement before project
execution

Ensure free, prior and informed consent

Provide clear, transparent rehabilitation plan
Balance strategic needs with ecological
sustainability

Strengthen tribal participation in decision-making



Kerala's development decade
e decadde from mISmmiﬁhnh:cn VK, demosstrated the strengrhs of the bealth system. | eounter pasative to the broader trend of
an n Nowemnber 2025, the Government of Kerala de
btwmlclhwlwmun |numsumu( oy Fulfilled a histarie promise 1 the people when it Roads remain the hackbone of mobiity, and
Kerala, These M'm";’:"”‘ put an end to extreme poverty, The pelicy on major cormidor ke the Hill Bighmweay,
xwmmwwmws Planning Boand Fousieg for the peor - snd the actusl moderm abcaygside rapdd four-Lining of Natlonal Highsways
mmnnlhcﬁl&‘m'ﬂrlmkmfmﬂmr salie, consortable forses bullt for the poor - has | have significantly reduced travel tlme and
Keral has distinguished itself as the only State o set, @ in other felds, new Iy rlr:ngﬂiﬂnlnﬂ west and last-mile
sustain a formal planning process, enabling it to F 2026, over five lakh It chi s now operating at
increase capital exp under the LIFE Mistion. seale, WMIMMWN\INM Irdia’s first of
anh.mﬂmwdrlkdmhumld Wntrsen in Kerala have attained high levels of ibkuullmdenumkdﬂmmﬂyofdmn
whserved in 15 najor Stabes after the dissolution educational anainment, and the highest life of the
af the Fhinning Commission. expectancy in the coustry. These ouscomes Vizhirjam Isemational Deepater Seaport in
's growth rates are comparable to, and in reflec sustained investments in education, bealth | 2024 marked a historic milestone. The road
sotee years higher than, the national iverage, cane, ilrition, and soctal security, tranSpor corporation has stabiiiied and
Every sector of the economy has been puat ona complemented by ploneering irstinnional imprenved . The State achieved full
meew growth path. The share of budgetary funds Imnorestions such a5 which has ebectrificatson in 2017 arsd has since madntained
designaned excheborly for people of the emerged s & glabally recogn for e pply, wlmemmd:\g
Scheduled Castes (90) and Scheduled Tribes (ST) women's collective empowerment, Brelihoods \echnical and commerciad loszes. Total installed
Tt curnsistiently exoeeded the share of SC/STS in and local econoic developent, Child bealth is | capacity expanded by 50%, with sokar power
e State. Since 2016, adminirative approval for among e best in India, and the Gender s Lhe most dynamic segment.
more than 1,200 Enfrastocture projects has been onedith of the Annual Plan outlay, Kerada has emerged as 3 natiosal and
mru pregects fmanced by the Enovative new intervational referenoe polet in disastes
of the Kerala Infrastracture Social justice
Immmndnnmlumnua.—d Reflecting plan priorities, the new Elderly mrctlnhmudl-:nmmmmhudanm
B which takes up 19% of the State Bu respore and DETTT PECOVETY.
W;mmlwmmmmmﬁ ﬁ{%\‘.’? mﬂm‘a?usmnb!mm nx Public mmf:mmnﬂlmmshm with
fiswth, acrods planedng, peissons, bealth care, and local  alloeations for cultisne, mikseuns, &

}.nzhlhr*numamdlqnmﬂldmug ym'mtmrmnllf:ddﬁly covered | and heritage recording a 0% increase in 2006 27,

district evoperative banks into 2 single instition by pension schemes. Allocations tschemes for | The Intermational Film Festival of Kerala,

— amove that has strergthened financial seability, persans with K-z , Iternational Theatre
expanded rural eredi, and opened the way for a Betwen 2006 amd 2006, Pestival of Keraka, and IDSFFE expanded in scale
peaplerienied development bank. The The Public Distribustion System (PDS) operates | and global neach, Pan ouslays fog sports rose by
heightened role of cooperative establishments a5 3 neas-aniversal sfety pet, coveringnearly 56 | nearly I50% between 2016417 and 102627, backed
can be illustrated with a single stan 3 lakh ration card-holding households. The State by cwer £3, 504 crore for Infrastrocture, incuding
Keerabi is cereainly the ey State of the Union in actvely intervenses in markets through s il Indis’s I
which the langest chil contriction compary is
wigkers' cooperathe. mimktlrﬂmnwlhzkmmemml Fiscal constraing

average. Kerslys capacity w finance developenent ks
Om education and health Humn developenent gains have been wsed 2s | coastrained by a strocturally imbalanced federal
There have been major invesiments in school a springboard for cconomic growth. Growih in
infrastructsre, teacher development, curriculum the primary sectoss, in industry, infrastructure. reinforced through multiple channels: the
renewal, and Menabled learming. The State has and in modemn services (nchading information centralization of toation under the Goods and
achieved universal, free chementary ediscatbon rechmology oearismm) has been Services Tax (GST), the withdrawal of assared
with a zero per cent dropout 3t the preparatory unprecedent (5T comperssation,
and middie-school level; the dropout raies among The long-held peroeption that Keraka s and a growing reliance on conditional
SC/ET students are among India’s lowest. Keraka unfriendly 1o inchistrial growih has been Laid o il y transfers. The effective share of
s alsos Eneli's first fally ligital Stane in school rear, Indlustry fin Kerala has been placed on a new | Stages in Union tax revenues bas been eroded by
weducagion. In higher and vechsical education, trapeciony, driven bry (he groweh of MSMEEs and w«;mmmummw
Ahere have been ki I TSN madern indusaries, thy < e, 1
ourricutum, and institugional stroctures, along imirastructure, higher levels of value addition, a Finance Commission transiers have boen
ninuumzpm.mmnm_nmmm Desplte a turmaround in the performance of public sector vely su ey Ces
I i " kings undertakings, and moderniation of tradiioral | Schemes claracterised by rigd design, debays,
mm&mmm.w :&ﬂumu’ mws and partial peleases. , thisse

Keerala ts invernationally for its. minatory 6, commentabors said that Kerala had Thave weakenesd the principhes of
strong public heakh performance, with key federal fiscal mlsmdrlu'rrhus In 20025, bowever, the Glokal | cnoperatve frderalism, redusced
indicators susch as an infant montality rate of just | anchitecture, it Report reported a MT% T bdlity, and narromed the palicy space
lweperl.ooﬁliwbml'n bel.lnrh:nm:l.hﬂed Is a journey valie in Kerala. i tos susstain public irestment
Seatis, wich a8 marked by Initiatives, such 35 recopnising Intemet access s longaide e social and development
amd Karanya Arogya i u‘aksh Padbathi have unprecedented abask right and establishing K-FOM, have played | commimenis.

Iimprewed the health Infrastruciure and provided human askgnificant robe. Over this decade, the Governmens of Keraly
cashless health coverage fup o 25 lakh) o over 42  n an intermational context In which workers' | has sought b0 create and i present to india and

e, The Stabe has e - there has been a the waorkl a democratic, sodally inchasive,
cover mental Bealth, nem-comenuricable faines il continsoris ot In Kerala bo sirengihen lsbous | participatory, highgrowth, and sustainable
diseases, and e-health. Kerada's handling of the e Law i frvotar of woekers, including migrant mlwmhmmwlh‘ That effor maast
Nipah outhreaks and the COVIEMS pandemic has  growth workers. Kerala's policles are a vital not be permitted to falter.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

e Kerala has witnessed rapid economic and
social development (2016-2026) despite fiscal
constraints imposed by the Union framework.

* The State has sustained a formal planning
process even after the dissolution of the

Planning Commission.

e Major initiatives include KIIFB-funded

infrastructure projects, Kerala Bank

consolidation, and welfare expansion.

e Kerala claims to have eliminated extreme
poverty (2025) and strengthened human
development indicators significantly.

e Concerns remain regarding fiscal federalism,
GST regime constraints, and borrowing limits.

Key Points

o Economic GrowthGrowth rates comparable

or higher than national average.

o Expansion across primary, secondary, and
tertiary sectors.
o Rise of MSMEs, IT ecosystem (147%

increase in value).

o Infrastructure DevelopmentOver 1,200

projects via KIIFB.

o Major projects: Vizhinjam Port, Kochi

Metro, Water Metro.

o Improved connectivity through highways

and electrification.

o Human Developmentinfant Mortality Rate:

~5 per 1,000 (global standards).

o Universal school education with zero dropout
(elementary level).
First fully digital school education State.
Social WelfareNear-universal Public
Distribution System (PDS).
o 75% elderly covered under pensions.
o Gender Budget >20% of plan outlay.
o Health & Social SecurityKarunya Arogya
Suraksha Scheme (X5 lakh coverage).
o Strong response to Nipah and COVID-19.
o Women EmpowermentKudumbashree model
for livelihoods and local governance.
o High female literacy and life expectancy.
o Governance InnovationsDecentralised
planning through local governments.
o Internet access recognized as a basic right (K-
FON initiative).
o Fiscal ConstraintsReduced fiscal autonomy
due to:
= GST centralisation
= Decline in divisible pool share
(cess/surcharge rise)
= Conditional transfers and borrowing
restrictions

Static Linkages

Directive Principles promoting welfare state and
social justice

Concept of cooperative federalism

Role of Finance Commission and fiscal transfers
Importance of human capital (education & health)
in development

Decentralisation via local self-government
institutions

Public Distribution System as food security
mechanism

Inclusive growth and social sector expenditure

Critical Analysis
Pros

High human development indicators
Strong social security system
Effective decentralised governance
Balanced growth with inclusion

Cons

Rising public debt and fiscal stress
Dependence on welfare-driven expenditure
Limited heavy industrial base

Constraints from central fiscal policies

Way Forward

Ensure fiscal sustainability & transparency
Boost industrialisation and private investment
Strengthen cooperative federalism

Promote innovation-led growth sectors
Rationalise welfare spending



Iran may be losing the battles, but it might still win the war

resident Donald Trump's sddress to the
‘mation on the war with Iran on April | was.
rief and offered litthe that was new. There
wias anticipation that he might announce elther a
o escalation - such s a grownd war - or
mommwaumrr Ml

mmhmrmmwsrm

becoaing apparent Mprovurhnd-

dﬂwmmdlh!lllm'ba'w!hlllu
significantly underestimated by lsraell and
American planners. it has been reposted that

A recently reported tense
plecne call berween 1.5 Vice-Presidens LT\ Vance
and Mr. Netanyabn underscores this point,

revealing internal 118, frussration and a growing

Rsrael's Prine Miskter Benjamin Bead

Ehe TrigEip that

o Global & Regional DynamicsNATO allies
reluctant to fully support U.S. actions.

o Gulf countries vulnerable to retaliation
despite hosting U.S. bases.

Puppened. Instead, he justified the U5, strikes s Mugiedar Khan pernaaded Me. Trumgp that the regime was very it was manipalated by lsraed Into this war.
aimed at eliminating Iras's ability 1o acquire v wrak and that a marsive decapitaling #tack The fourth s allied rehuctance and regional
pruchear weapons and project powes bevond its Ibomational would trigger 8 popalar upsicing and topple i Ihlowback. The LS. s increasingly isolased, with
barders. He also stabed that was Relstism ot the within weeks. Yet, the Innfan regime ls surviving,  both &5 allies and reghonal partners refizdng to
ot his geal. Hie claimed that Iran’s capatilities ity o ard i3 enost powesful eleers, the [skimic oo its war effort. Amserica’s Xorth Atlantic
woere monthy destroped and that he wowld ge Dredsware, & Serior Revolusionary Guard Conps TRGE), which Treaty Organbeathon (NAT) allies have langely
s induustrial and power infrastructuse. Mm“ Hon Reskdent e funictions as both the sword and the shiekl ofthe | treated this s solely Washingtoe's war.
an the bicle East Islamnic Repubilic, he i 1hrU.&’lwnmsh|.lle|ﬂlm
seemgnmusmxn(numm Policy Councll, aedf Jmapalmﬂmmmaqappmuwm deeply uneasy. Having allowed American farces
el military assets-and dedegsing operational tnoperate from their territory. they now find
Teamn pemaaing resiBent At Taas authority down the chasn of consmand, Iran has  therseives exposed 10 IFanian retalition. lans
Contrary to Mr. Trump's claims, it is diear that o hobal aflsirs survived the decapitation strategy. Moreaver, abiliey b0 exent pressure th threats 1o energy
lran i neeither o the venge of collapse nor ing edeers such as Ali Lardjan, lsrael reggional stability bas given
wrcomonde. O the contrary, Tehran s sidelined moderates and emy significant beverage and sirategic L
s demonstrated that it retains multiple hardliners such as Mojtaba i states are also signalling declining
irstruments of retaliation, and the capadity 1o The second is alation and inthe LS. i e
escalate hortzomally - striking back agalnas U5, bevemmge, lemn has h ich I
bases and adversaries wi ability to expand the conflict horizontall diadogoe (Pakistan, Tiirkiye, Saudi Arabia and
25% of the glohal sapply of o and gax Tehran's nesponse b the amack has been o FyTi) b enad war,
From the cutset, this writer has argued, in the regianalise the was by tangeting L€ aligned Arab
bl modia. that the LLS. and lirael will most e, Key civillan enerly infrastructure his been  Tactical losses, stratighc advantage
eemainty secure Betical victorses. They will be casnaged, 1nusisen has susSered, and theis sonse of | The superios military power of the LS. and lsrael
able o degrade brars military capabilities and s safiety has been shaken. By chelking the traffic will comtirme to deliver tactical victories and
inhustrial capacity, and even kill many Irangins, through the Strait of Hoerswz, [ran has inflict damagge an [ran and it people. However,
bt thiey would serigzhe 10.achieve thelr broader constralmed the glots 10 resist and retaliate, The knger
stratepic objecthes, These poals — particulary Eriggerring Eflationary thegiotal  the , the musee economc strain,
mme:nam mwamma mlrlmmmmmwmm«m whebal instability, and declining domestic support
husge several Asian economics that depend on the Gulf uilu!ghmmﬂuwm Iran is simultansousty
.'umrdnn The US and for energy will face severe economsc hardship.

casualties.

Several respecied vosoes reinforce this
assessment. Sir Adex Younger, former head of be shingon, The
MG, Rows Flarrison of the Middle East Institute,
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

Donald Trump addressed the nation (April 1)
regarding the ongoing U.S. military strikes on
Iran, justifying them as efforts to curb Iran’s
nuclear and regional power ambitions.

No announcement of escalation (e.g., ground
invasion) or ceasefire; ambiguity persists in
U.S. strategy.

Iran has demonstrated resilience despite
sustained attacks, retaining capacity for
retaliation and escalation.

The conflict has widened regionally, impacting
energy infrastructure and global oil supply
chains, particularly through the Strait of
Hormuz.

Global concerns rise over economic instability,
geopolitical fragmentation, and prolonged
conflict dynamics.

Key Points

o Strategic vs Tactical OutcomesU.S. may
achieve tactical military success but lacks a
clear pathway to strategic victory.

o Regime change in Iran unlikely without
large-scale ground invasion.

o lIran’s Strategic AdvantagesStrong
institutional backing by Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC).

o Decentralised command structure ensures
survival despite targeted strikes.

o Ability to conduct horizontal escalation
across West Asia.

o Energy GeopoliticsStrait of Hormuz
handles ~20-25% of global oil trade (Energy
security concern).

o Disruption triggers inflation and impacts
energy-importing countries like India.

bing space
mxmwmg;mnm Tespect aross arts (o]
of the Global South. If negotiations actually
happen, Tehran is lkely woenter them with

Ifthe Iml-mmmmm oven a battered
d Iran would declare victory

that apears Eeriasingly unlikely,

Inflationary pressures globally.
o Asian economies (India, China, Japan)
highly exposed.

Static Linkages

e Strait of Hormuz as a critical choke point in
global trade routes

* Balance of Power theory in international
relations

e Concept of Proxy Wars in West Asia

¢ Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT)
framework

¢ Role of OPEC in global oil markets

¢ India’s energy import dependency (~85% crude

oil imports)
¢ Principles of Just War and sovereignty

Critical Analysis
Positives
e Curtails nuclear proliferation risks
* Reinforces deterrence
Negatives
* No clear end-goal » prolonged conflict
e Strengthens hardlinersin Iran
¢ Global oil shocks - inflation
Challenges
e Escalation into regional war
e Energy supply disruption
* Weak multilateral diplomacy

Way Forward
¢ Revive nuclear diplomacy (JCPOA-type
framework)
e Ensure maritime security in Hormuz
* Diversify energy sources (India focus)
* Promote multilateral conflict resolution

o Emerging alternative diplomatic platforms

Economic ImplicationsOil price volatility »



Fear of the foreign

The FCRA amendments are unfair
in principle and procedure
I Centre wants (o restrict foreign contri-
T butions to individuals and organisations
in India, but intends to do so in a selective
and opaque manner. A fresh set of amendments
to the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act, or
FCRA, now temporarily stalled due to protests, is
an attempt by the Centre to empower itself to ar-
bitrarily take control of assets owned by reci-
pients of forefgn contributions. Introduced in the
Lok Sabha on March 25, 2026, the Bill to amend
the FCRA proposes a comprehensive statutory
framework for a new “designated authority” to
seize, manage, and dispose of assets of organisa-
tions that lose their FORA licence, Cloaked in the
rhetoric of natignal security and foreign interven-
tions, the move smacks of bad faith, or even
worse, a devious scheme o snatch assets built
through legal means, Onee an FCRA registration
ceases o exist, the designated authority can take
control of assets built using foreign funds -
schools, hospitals, places of worship = and use
them. This process is proposed to be automatic
and instantaneous upon the discontinuation of
the FCRA status, requiring no judicial determina-
tion or adjudicatory process. In effect, the Centre
that grants FCRA permission can decide to with-
draw that permission, and benefit from its own
decision. This is unfair in both principle and pro-
cedure, and Christian groups that run numerous
health and educational institutions are particu-
larly concerned, given that they may have re-
ceived contributions from abroad
The Bill has been postponed for now, but the
government has no plans o abandon it. The
FCRA was first enacted in 1976, and reenacted in
2000 during the UPA regime and amended in
2020 under Narendra Modi - progressively tight-
ening the receipt and use of foreign funds. It is
natable that state policy seeks forelgn money in a
of domains - from infrastructure to tech-
nology, and entertalnment to real estate, Regula-
tory regimes can be credible only when they are
transparent and even-handed. That is not the
case with the FCRA restrictions. Rajya Sabha MP
John Erittas said his parliamentary guestions re-
garding FCRA cancellations, non-renewals, and
related data had been disallowed since 2024,
That leaves one with the reasonable assumption
that the government allows only some to receive
forcign funds. That built-in fvouritism apart, the
design of the proposed legislation violates the
principles of nawral justice. The assets built le-
gally with foreign funds before an organisation
loses its FCRA clearance cannot justly be subject
to seizure under any subsequent regulatory ac-
thon. The Centre must rethink s approach on
this issuwe and ensure that any regulations on fo-
reign funds it introduces are fair, transparent,
and steer clear of what exists on the ground.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

* The Union Government introduced
amendments to the Foreign Contribution
(Regulation) Act, 2010 in the Lok Sabha on
March 25, 2026.

e The Bill proposes creation of a “designated
authority” to take control of assets of
organisations whose FCRA registration is
cancelled or lapses.

* The move has faced criticism from civil
society, NGOs, and opposition leaders for
being opaque and arbitrary.

* The Bill has been temporarily stalled due to
protests, but not withdrawn.

e Concerns have been raised especially by
organisations involved in education,
healthcare, and religious services.

Key Points
e Designated Authority:
o Empowered to seize, manage, and dispose
of assets created using foreign funds.
o Applies once FCRA licence is cancelled or
not renewed.
e Automatic Asset Transfer:
o No requirement of judicial determination or
adjudicatory process.

o Immediate takeover raises due process
concerns.

Expansion of Executive Power:

o Government both grants and revokes FCRA
registration, creating potential conflict of
interest.

Evolution of FCRA:

o 1976: Original Act (Emergency era context).

o 2010: Re-enacted with stricter compliance
norms.

o 2020: Amendments tightened restrictions
(e.g., ban on sub-granting, Aadhaar
requirement).

Opacity Concerns:

o Lack of transparency in cancellation/non-
renewal data.

o Parliamentary oversight allegedly limited.

Selective Regulation Allegation:

o Claims of uneven application of rules across

organisations.

Static Linkages

Rule of Law requires equality before law and non-
arbitrariness (Art. 14).

Right to form associations under Art. 19(1)(c)
(subject to reasonable restrictions).

Doctrine of Natural Justice: audi alteram partem
(right to be heard).

Separation of powers and need for judicial review.
Concept of eminent domain vs private property
rights (Art. 300A).

Role of civil society in welfare state functions.
Regulatory governance must ensure transparency
and accountability (2nd ARC).

Critical Analysis
Arguments in Favour

Prevents misuse/diversion of foreign funds.
Strengthens national security framework.
Ensures regulatory control over NGOs.

Arguments Against

Violates natural justice (no hearing).
Enables executive overreach.

Risk of selective targeting.

Undermines civil society functioning.
Reduces transparency and accountability.

Way Forward

Introduce mandatory judicial/quasi-judicial
oversight.

Ensure transparent criteria for cancellation.
Publish FCRA-related data regularly.
Balance security concerns with democratic
freedoms.

Strengthen institutional accountability
mechanisms.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

The evolving dynamics of United States—-China
relations are undergoing structural
transformation beyond leadership
personalities.

The U.S. is recalibrating its strategy—shifting
focus from ideological rivalry to economic
competition and prioritising domestic
concerns and the Western Hemisphere.

China is leveraging stability to strengthen
technological self-reliance, renewable energy
dominance, and global supply chain
leadership.

The ongoing West Asian conflict (Iran war) has
exposed U.S. unpredictability and enhanced
China’s image as a restrained actor.

These developments are shrinking India’s
strategic space and complicating its foreign
policy choices.

Key Points

U.S.-China relations are becoming less
confrontational in tone but competitive in
substance.
The Indo-Pacific may lose primacy in U.S.
strategy; transactional diplomacy may
increase.
China has:
o Diversified energy imports
o Built large strategic petroleum reserves
o Dominated renewable and green-tech
supply chains
Global transition: Petrostates - Electrostates
(renewable-driven geopolitics).
India faces:
o Reduced salience in both Washington and
Beijing

e Balance of Power theory in international
relations

e Strategic autonomy in foreign policy

* Energy security and diversification
(Economic Survey insights)

* Non-alighment vs multi-alignment evolution

e Concept of deterrence (asymmetric warfare)

* Globalisation vs de-risking and supply chain
resilience

* Renewable energy transition and climate
commitments (Paris Agreement)

* Role of strategic petroleum reserves

Critical Analysis
Pros

* Opportunity for India as an independent

pole

* Renewable transition benefits India
Cons

e Reduced importance of India globally

¢ Risk of U.S.-China strategic deals

* Technological dependence risks

e China’s dominance in green tech
Challenges

e Managing LAC tensions

¢ Bridging tech gap

e Maintaining neighbourhood influence

Way Forward

e Build indigenous tech & Al ecosystem

* Ensure dual de-risking strategy

e Strengthen defence and border

infrastructure

* Deepen selective global partnerships

* Revive Neighbourhood First & Act East
* Investin renewables and supply chains




The viral video and the crime
in perpetuity

CHITRANGADA
SHARMA

HE HORRORS of the Prajwal
Revanna case are still fresh in
public memory as weare again
faced with reports of impunity

at play. The recent arrests of
Nashik "godman” Ashok Kumar Kharat
and that of Seham Nalk, sonofa Goa coun-
cillor, expose how men use proximity to
power to prey on vilnerable women. Imall
three cases, the videos of sexual abuse be-
came viral, leaving victims traumatised.

The online circulation of these videos
alsocreates conditions of further harm for
victims, exposing them to sexist trolling,
rape threats, doxxing and endangerment
of physical safety. The internet therefore
b her hostile space that mimi cs
the inequalities of the offline world,

The criminal legal system further re-
inforcesthe victim'strauma through sec-
ondary victimisation. Women's com-
plaints of rape and digital viclence are

Judicial innovations:
o Recognition of virtual rape
o Use of John Doe orders for content removal

Static Linkages

One must ask what it isabout these viral  often met with disbelief by the police, e Article21 - nght to life includes dignity, privacy
images of a.hl.llse that contributestothe  who thenlrcfusc to !e.glster_ FIRs. On the . N .
SHRR i I I e e I O TR (expanded in Justice K.S. Puttaswamy vs Union of
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a continuum and is not limited to the  history by the defence counsels. The de- | n d | a)
physical act of rape. It also extendstothe  fence offers interpretations of the videos 1 . . .
sctafrecording the abuse ane thencireu  that east the sexul violence a5 consert e Article 14 & 15 - Equality and protection against
lating it online. The violaticn of avictims  sual encounters, converting the victim's
3 , pri nd bodil - il i f: i al d H H H
tonommy happens inall three stagesand _escapade, Instead of the perpetrators discrimination
hencetheviolence of recording and circu- — being held accountable, victims get .
lating rape videos cannot be trivialised.  blamed for what is done to them, [ ] |nf0rmat|0n TeChnOlOgy Act, 2000
The abuse continues and is reperformed In recent years, high courts in India
online, each time thevideoisclickedand  have started issuing John Doe orders o Sectlon 67, 67A — Pun'shment for
shared, thereby making them “crimes in - against nameless entities to address the
Recislon o State af Wedt Bengal vé  JunctionswithrespocttoeEatmgan publishing/transmitting obscene material
Animesh Boxi highlighved this insidious  ture uploads of the same imagery on dif- .
as) of abuse and recognised it as  ferent websites. Although this is a .
‘virp\::lr;‘;ll:a;c'. " = i tau la_l;ld_.a::llcﬁi[iat[i;l:.itc:u'dyhgapﬁ:‘:hnswhc: ® | ndlan Penal‘ COde (I PC)'
ile these videos are vo i victims themselves approach the cou H
consumed by viewers, they ;r?a perma‘: with a list of websites pnfl which the ima- o S eCtI O n 376 - Ra p e
nent reminderof humiliation forvictims.  gery is circulating. . .
The circulation of these videos hasa chill- The effectiveness of the court’s order (o] S ect| O N 3 54C - Voye uri s m
ing effect, forcing victims into isolation  also relies on the vi_nims' :Inb-o_\u of con- . .
eyt prihe g it foogert sy iy e v e Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 2013 - Expanded
risk of identification by seclety and at  tion. How does one then ensure the vie- e
times by their own families. tim's right to be forgotten? Can one im- def|n|t|0n Of Sexual Offences
ot ostackaton alysddstothelNrauma. _ StingiCtme? Can hercbeany aNer i i i i
i i ostracisation o 8 L i -
Tl out ‘,}Tmﬁ,c‘:y 10 wcine et :m-m“%m..rm,,w, et o per e NCERT (Sociology) - Patriarchy, gender inequality,
iy ified in the sexual abwse videos alle; y aps a more therapeutic apPhc:zl_Jon of .

hasachilling  recorded by former MP Revanna, only  law that focuses on protecting victims sti g ma
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victimsinto  funly membersleamed shouttheabuse - are auestions we are yet 1o fin e ARC Reports - Emphasis on citizen-centric and

isolation and deos. The unwarranted exposure H l. 9

silence compelled many families to relocate to The writer is a lawyer and PhD Sen5|tlve po ICI ng
— different cities. researchscholar at CSLG, INU
Critical Analysis
Context of the News g Yy
. . Positives
* Recent cases involving sexual abuse and . - o . .
e Judicial recognition of digital dimension of sexual

circulation of explicit videos (e.g., allegations
linked to Prajwal Revanna, Nashik godman, Goa
councillor’s son) have sparked national

violence
e Use of John Doe orders to curb anonymity online
e Growing discourse on right to be forgotten

concern. Concerns
e Viral circulation of abuse videos has intensified e |egal framework still reactive, not preventive
trauma for victims, raising questions on digital * Burden of proof and action lies disproportionately

on victims
e Weak enforcement by police and intermediaries
e Persistent patriarchal attitudes in investigation and

sexual violence.
e Judicial recognition of “virtual rape” in State of
West Bengal vs Animesh Boxi highlighted that

_ ' ) ; trial
recording and circulation of sexual abuse is an e Cross-border nature of internet complicates
extension of the crime. regulation

* Increasing use of John Doe orders by courts to Stakeholder Issues
curb online dissemination of such content. e Victims: trauma, stigma, lack of support
e State: enforcement gaps, capacity issues
Key Points e Digital platforms: accountability vs free speech
» Sexual violence extends beyond physical debate
assault to recording and online dissemination. * Society: voyeurism and moral failure
e Circulation of abuse videos leads to:

. . . . . Way Forward
° Violation of privacy, dignity, and bodily e Enact clear legal framework on “right to be
autonomy forgotten”
o Perpetual trauma (“crimes in perpetuity”) e Strengthen intermediary liability under IT rules
o Social stigma, isolation, and underreporting e Establish fast-track cyber forensic units
e Digital platforms amplify harm through: e Ensure gender-sensitive policing and judicial

processes

e Promote digital ethics awareness and accountability

e Provide psychological and legal aid support
systems for victims

e Develop Al-based proactive detection and
takedown systems

o Trolling, doxxing, rape threats
o Permanent digital footprint
* Legal challenges:
o Reluctance of police to register FIRs
o Victim-blaming during trial
o Burden on victims to track and report
content




Pressureonrupee goes
beyond thecurrentcrisis

HE RUPEE hitting recond lows has drawn renewed
atention. From 459 per US dollarin January 200000
over 95in March 2006, it has depreciated at an aver-
age annual rate of 4.6 per cent over the pm 16 years.

trade deficit b im-

and dependson capital inflowsto i thisgap.
AASI—II G|_|p'1 " Ovmtm Iheses'.rucluﬂj f:‘arumlendmhemﬂmu! LI'lI]‘I:Ex"
uuuuuuu
unders(ood.d\e nnnncr in whlch this ad,lus’uncnl takes place
wanamb closer attention. In B:aml or South Africa, currency
ipairvied by tigght e v policy, often
a::hc costof d . h East Asia
i O FOELCC CXLeT i

mdnsexpcmme hasbeen dnrfc-rml 1'he mpcemsbeen

er,
mrmnrdlocumamwlauhry vndwut Lm'g!:tmganyspccd'l:
exchange ratelevel, Buttt 1l prressur

1100 large to be offset through memnlou:alone Since 2022,
there have been phases where the central bank has been a net
seller of dollars, Over the same period, the rupee has continued
wucm:n The coexistence of sustained doLIarsa]ﬁam:p.dsc
hange rmteunderscoresa

c:.n smoothen velatility and influence the pace m‘adnu.mmr
Tout it cannot offset persistent and large external imbalances,
Movements in the nupee track closely the combined behayv-
jour of oil prices and capital flows. The sharp increase in Brent
enade from around $70 per barrel in early 2021 to-over $116 by
mich-2022 translated intoa higher import bill. Capital flowsturned
volatile, MWlmmmmmwmmnHUmmm
Asial hese pressures, Thus,
pressur i i-sided. Elev-
anxlullpmmcmnumlymm India’sexternal financ-
ing requirement, while the volatility orcapllal ﬂowshas made

- . hardertomeeton stabh ting,
H(:“Vﬂl(‘dull mmb&vmﬁmcwumrymzrgmm‘amm
prices have ﬂ:lssunponsneetrlennmbum bt leaves the underlying
structurally unchanged. Themerchan-
increased dise trade deficit has doubled 1o $271 billion in February 2026
Indiz’s rnal F:omSHAthoanebnmrymcapn‘wlﬂmm:mnmlame
extel withnet FII tumd iveduetoh
financing Eﬂowtﬂwsdummalc Ehm'gydL'pem!mt\'mmmLk-rd.md
qui Exp wm‘\allmn[ d ( and
while the

memyshum cununuuudqpmd ontheexchange rate asthe
va:iah&v.

volatility of would comefrom

capital flows  gradualb Jch
has made that mmdmdudtamwmzmm“mgmarnumm

T versification, &
requirement gy g reduction inenergy dependence trough domestc
harder tomeet production, © fliciency impn

on stable terms

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

* The Indian rupee has crossed the ¥95/$ mark in
March 2026, hitting record lows.

* Over the past ~16 years, the rupee has
depreciated at an average annual rate of
~4.6%.

e Persistent current account pressures due to
high import dependence (especially energy)
and trade deficit.

* Rising global crude oil prices and geopolitical
tensions (West Asia) have intensified external
vulnerabilities.

e Capital flows (FDI and FPI) have turned
volatile, with phases of net outflows.

* The Reserve Bank of India has intervened in
forex markets to smooth volatility but not to
fix a target exchange rate.

The writer is associate feflow, CSEP. Views are personal

Key Points
e |ndiaruns a structural trade deficit, with
merchandise trade deficit rising to $27.1 billion
(Feb 2026) from $14.4 billion (Feb 2025).
e Heavy reliance on imported crude oil increases
vulnerability to global price shocks.
e Capital inflows are unstable:
o Net FDI turning negative due to
repatriation.
o Portfolio flows (FPI) showing volatility and
outflows.
* RBIlintervention:

o Acts as a buffer against volatility, not
against long-term depreciation.
o Has been a net seller of dollars since 2022
in some phases.
e Exchange rate acts as a shock absorber for
external imbalances.
e Export base remains narrow and concentrated,
limiting resilience.

Static Linkages

e Exchange rate determined by demand and
supply of foreign exchange (NCERT
Macroeconomics).

¢ Balance of Payments (BoP) identity: Current
Account + Capital Account = Overall Balance.

e Persistent Current Account Deficit (CAD) leads
to currency depreciation pressure.

¢ Role of foreign exchange reserves in stabilizing
currency (RBI reports).

» Elasticity approach & Marshall-Lerner
condition for trade balance adjustment.

* Energy security linked to import dependence
(~85% crude oil) (Economic Survey).

* Managed float exchange rate system followed
by India.

Critical Analysis
Positives

e Improves export competitiveness

e Helps adjustment of BoP

e Acts as automatic stabilizer
Negatives

e Imported inflation (fuel, fertilizers)

e Higher CAD in short term

e External debt burden increases

* |nvestor sentiment weakens
Challenges

e High energy import dependence

e Export concentration
Volatile capital flows (FPI dominance)
Limited effectiveness of RBI intervention

Way Forward
¢ Diversify exports (products + markets)
* Promote manufacturing (PLI schemes)
e Shift toward stable FDI inflows
e Reduce oil dependence (renewables, green
hydrogen)
e Strengthen forex reserves
e Improve logistics & competitiveness



In Bengal, EC needs
another prod from SC

TTH ONLY days to go before the electoral rolls are
frozen ahead of the contest for West Bengal, a si-
lence and a furore point to an election in which
lakhs of voters are still in the dark. This week, the
gatesofthe Syama Prasad Mookerjee National Institute of Water
and Sanitation in Kolkata, the designated site for the 19 tribunals
that are expected to begin hearings for voters deleted from the
pending list of about 60 lakh voters stamped “under adjudica-
tion”, remained closed on Day 1. Also this week, in Malda, pro-
testers, angry over the deletion of their names from the electoral
rollsafter adjudication, gheraced officials, holding them hostage
for several hours. Both the silence that shrouds the building in
Kolkata and the outpouring of angeron the Malda street illustrate
anelection inwhich many voters are dependent on a protracted
decision-making that may not be completed or resolved before
voting begins. Large numbersconfront possible disenfranchise-
ment because an over-long verification has mutated into a pro-
cessofexclusion, Forthem, administrative delay could mean that
the constitutional promiseenshrined in Article 326 — thatevery
eligible citizen shall be entitled 1o be a voter — will not be met,
The Election Commission, which has a storied past record of
reaching outtoeach and every voter, and of erring on the side of
voter inclusion, not exclusion, must address these urgent con-
cemns. The Supreme Court, whose interventions during the EC's
Special Intensive Revision of electoral rolls last year in Bihar
helped to make the process more responsive to voter predica-
ments, must not take its eye off West Bengal. From the very be-
ginning, the SIR in Bengal has seemed to be a more layered, ora
more complicated, exercise than in other states. Several contro-
wversial new features were introduced amid a race against time.
In December, the EC appointed 8,100 central government em-
ployees as micro-observers to help the Electoral Registration Of-
ficers, sparking apprehensions that the former would usurp the
power of the EROs. In February, the Court, hearing a legal chal-
lenge tothe SIR, ordered 500-0dd judicial officers to decide the
pending cases, without placing any deadline for the adjudication.
Tobesure, West Bengal is astate where politicisationand par-
tisanship have created trust deficits, and where it iz all too easy
to question the impartiality of the referee, Having said that, the
EC's conduct has not assuaged concernsabout a free and fairelec-
tion, only sharpened them. In the days before the first phase of
voting begins, the EC must recognise that it cannot afford to let
these anxieties deepen. And the Court must step in to prod the
election monitor, as it hasdone before.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

Electoral rolls in West Bengal are under
revision ahead of elections, with ~60 lakh
voters marked “under adjudication”.

Delay in tribunal hearings (set up in Kolkata)
has left many voters uncertain about their
status.

Protests erupted in Malda after alleged
deletions from electoral rolls.

Concerns of large-scale disenfranchisement
due to prolonged verification processes.
Questions raised over the role of the Election
Commission of India and judicial oversight by
the Supreme Court of India.

Key Points

Article 326 guarantees universal adult suffrage
(voting rights for all eligible citizens).

Electoral roll revision conducted through
Special Intensive Revision (SIR).

Around 60 lakh voters under adjudication,
risking exclusion before elections.
Appointment of 8,100 central government
employees as micro-observers raised concerns
about federal neutrality.

Deployment of judicial officers for
adjudication without strict timelines has
delayed resolution.

e Administrative delays may lead to de facto
disenfranchisement.

e Trust deficit in electoral processes due to
perceived politicisation.

Static Linkages

e Article 324: Superintendence, direction, and
control of elections vested in Election
Commission.

e Article 326: Elections based on adult suffrage.

e Representation of the People Act, 1950:
Preparation and revision of electoral rolls.

e Representation of the People Act, 1951
Conduct of elections.

e Concept of “free and fair elections” - part of
Basic Structure (as per judicial interpretation).

e Electoral Registration Officer (ERO) - statutory
authority for electoral rolls.

e Model Code of Conduct — ensures level playing
field during elections.

Critical Analysis
Issues
* Mass disenfranchisement risk
Administrative opacity
Trust deficit in electoral process
e Weak grievance redressal
Justifications
* Need to remove bogus/duplicate voters
e Ensuring electoral integrity
Core Conflict
¢ Integrity of rolls vs Inclusiveness of democracy

Way Forward
e Time-bound disposal of voter disputes
e Transparent verification mechanisms
e Strengthen ERO accountability
e Tech-enabled roll management with
safeguards
e Judicial monitoring in sensitive cases



Anew space age, next
frontiers and challenges

THE LAST time humans headed toward the Moon was
more than 53 years ago. None of the Artemis 2's crew
membershad been bom, Unlike the astronauts of 1972,
they will not set foot on Earth's only satellite. The Arte-
mis mission, which took off on Thursday, does not aim to plant
flags on the Moon or even leave footprints on it. The early lunar
missions were parnt of a project of one-upmanship between the
US and the Soviet Union. Artemis belongs to a different era in
science and geopolitics, The Moon is today a frontier in Sine-Us
space competition. At the same time, Artemis represents a
broader evolution in the global approach to space exploration.
‘The mission is part of the eponymous accords, signed by more
than 50 countries, including India, that set out common prin-
ciples, guidelines, and best practices for safe space exploration.

The Artemis crew intends to conduct preparatory work fora
missioninthe next twoyears, which will explore the Moon's South
Pole — deposits of ice here can provide drinking water and pro-
duce oxygen and hydrogen, which can then fuel rockets. The as-
tronauts will test life-support systems and navigation abilities
ahead oflanding on the Moon, planned for 2028, two years ahead
of China’starget. The Moonisan archive of the solar system., Un-
like Earth, whose surface is constantly being shaped by tectonic
activity, weather and erosion, its satellite preserves billions of
years of history. Studying it can give scientists a sense of what
conditions were like in the solar system's past, helping them
understand how habitable placeslike Venusand Mars might once
have been. The Artemis mission thus envisages using the Moon
as both a laboratory and a launchpad for other expeditions.

Its network of collaborators — national and global agencies,
private companies, and universities — provides Artemis security
against the whims of one administration. There is, however, a
need to evolve a global consensus for responsible space explora-
tion. The Artemis Accords do not establish mechanisms for dis-
pute resolution, liability assessment, or mandatory compliance.,
Russiaand China are not signatories. Different rules increase the
risk of friction between missions. Space has enormous potential
to enhance human welfare. It should not become a theatre for

geopolitical rivalries.
KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

* Artemis Program recently launched a crewed
mission aimed at preparing for future human
landing on the Moon.

e Unlike the Apollo Program, the current mission
does not involve immediate lunar landing.

e The mission is part of the Artemis Accords
signed by 50+ countries, including India.

* |t reflects a shift from Cold War rivalry (USA-
USSR) to emerging Sino-US competition in
space.

e Focus is on Moon’s South Pole exploration,
especially water-ice deposits.

Key Points
e Artemis aims to:
o Establish sustainable human presence on
the Moon.
o Use lunar resources (water ice » oxygen +
hydrogen fuel).
o Develop technologies for future Mars
missions.
e South Pole significance:
o Permanently shadowed craters contain
water ice (ISRO & NASA findings).
e Timeline:
o Human landing targeted around 2028.
o Competes with China’s planned lunar
missions.

e Artemis Accords:
o Promote peaceful use, transparency,
interoperability, and data sharing.
o Non-binding framework (soft law).
e Multi-stakeholder model:
o Collaboration between space agencies, private
sector, academia.
* Moon as:
o Scientific archive (unchanged surface - early
solar system evidence).
o Launchpad for deep-space missions.

Static Linkages
e Quter Space Treaty, 1967:
o Space is the “province of all mankind”.
o No sovereignty claims allowed.
e Concept of Global Commons.
¢ Role of ISRO in lunar exploration (e.g.,
Chandrayaan-3).
e Cryosphere and water ice in extreme
environments.
e Hydrogen as a clean fuel (Energy transition).
* |International cooperation vs strategic rivalry in
global governance.

Critical Analysis
Pros
e Promotes international cooperation
* Boosts New Space economy (private sector)
e Enables long-term space exploration (Moon -
Mars)
e Scientific understanding of solar system
Cons
e Artemis Accords:
o No binding enforcement
o No dispute resolution mechanism
e Exclusion of:
o China
o Russia
e Risk of:
o Space militarisation
o Resource competition
¢ Fragmentation of global space governance

Way Forward
e Strengthen global space governance under UN
framework
* Create:
o Binding norms
o Dispute resolution mechanisms
e Ensure inclusive participation (all space powers)
Promote space as global commons
India:
o Leverage Artemis participation
o Enhance ISRO capabilities & private sector role
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ballistic missile submarine, INS Aridaman,
enhancing sea-based nuclear deterrence.
This marks the first time India has three
operational SSBNs, strengthening second-
strike capability.

The development reinforces India’s status
among a select group of countries (US, Russia,
China, France) possessing a nuclear triad.
The submarine is part of India’s long-term
indigenous nuclear submarine programme
involving DRDO and international
collaboration (notably Russia).

Key Points

o INS Aridaman Features:Approx. 7,000-
tonne SSBN with improved stealth and
endurance.

o Equipped with 8 vertical launch tubes,
nearly double its predecessors.

o Capable of carrying:

= K-15 SLBM (~700 km range)
= K-4 SLBM (~3,500 km range)

o Advanced nuclear reactor enabling long-
duration submerged operations.

o Earlier SSBNs:INS Arihant (2016) - first
indigenous SSBN.

o INS Arighaat (2024) - technologically
upgraded successor.

o Strategic Significance:Ensures credible
second-strike capability under India’s No
First Use (NFU) doctrine.

¢ No First Use Policy and credible minimum
deterrence

e Types of submarines: SSBN, SSN, SSGN

¢ Ballistic missile systems and ranges (short,
intermediate, intercontinental)

¢ Role of pressurised water reactors in naval
propulsion

e Maritime security and Indian Ocean strategic
importance

Critical Analysis
Pros:
e Strengthens deterrence credibility
e Enhances survivability (stealth)
¢ Boosts indigenisation and DRDO capability
e Improves India’s strategic position in Indo-
Pacific
Cons:
e High cost and maintenance burden
¢ Risk of regional arms race
e Limited fleet vs global powers
e Partial technology dependence

Way Forward

e Expand SSBN fleet for continuous at-sea
deterrence

¢ Accelerate indigenous reactor & propulsion
tech

e Strengthen command & control systems

* Develop SSN fleet for tactical superiority

e Maintain NFU credibility + strategic restraint
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