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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Amid disruptions caused by the U.S.–Israel
conflict with Iran in West Asia, concerns over
global oil supply chains and fertilizer
availability have intensified.
Russia has assured India of steady increases in
oil and LNG supplies, along with continued
fertilizer exports.
Russian Deputy PM Denis Manturov visited
India and held discussions with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and key ministers.
The visit aligns with preparations for the
upcoming BRICS Summit (hosted by India) and
the India–Russia Annual Summit (2026).
Russia reported a 40% increase in fertilizer
exports to India, with plans for joint urea
production projects.

Key Points
Energy SecurityRussia is willing to expand
crude oil and LNG exports to India.
India has increased reliance on discounted
Russian crude post-2022 geopolitical shifts.
Fertilizer CooperationRussia increased
supply of mineral fertilizers by ~40%.
Joint project for carbamide (urea)
production under development.
Strategic EngagementTalks covered trade,
connectivity, nuclear energy, industrial
cooperation, and space collaboration.
Emphasis on strengthening ties before
BRICS and bilateral summit.
Multilateral CoordinationIndia–Russia–
China (RIC) grouping to coordinate
positions in:

BRICS
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation
(SCO)
United Nations

Focus on issues of the Global South.
Diplomatic EngagementsMeetings with
External Affairs Minister, Finance Minister,
NSA.
Parliamentary exchanges between Russian
and Indian legislative leaders.

Static Linkages
India imports ~85% of its crude oil needs
(Economic Survey).
Fertilizer sector is critical for food security and
MSP-linked agriculture system.
Urea is the most widely used nitrogenous
fertilizer in India.
BRICS represents major emerging economies
accounting for ~40% of global population.
Energy security is a core component of
national security and economic stability.
Diversification of energy sources is part of
India’s energy policy strategy.

Critical Analysis
Advantages

Ensures stable energy supply during global
disruptions.
Secures fertilizer availability → supports
agriculture.
Strengthens India–Russia strategic
partnership.

Concerns
Risk of overdependence on Russia.
Exposure to Western sanctions pressure.
Contradicts climate commitments (fossil fuel
dependence).

Challenges
Payment mechanisms (rupee–ruble trade).
Balancing strategic autonomy vs global
alignment.

Way Forward
Diversify energy sources (Middle East,
renewables).
Promote domestic fertilizer production &
nano-urea.
Strengthen strategic petroleum reserves.
Continue multi-alignment diplomacy.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The Union government’s ₹92,000-crore Great
Nicobar Island (GNI) mega infrastructure
project has triggered concerns among the
Nicobarese tribal community.
A draft “Comprehensive Tribal Welfare Plan”
proposes relocation of tribal families from
project-impacted/tsunami-affected areas.
Confusion persists regarding:

Exact relocation sites
Number of affected families

The Tribal Council of Great and Little Nicobar
has raised objections citing lack of clarity and
consultation.
The community had withdrawn consent in
2022, alleging non-settlement of forest rights.
The issue is under judicial scrutiny in the
Calcutta High Court, where the Centre must
prove free, prior, informed consent (FPIC).

Key Points
Project Features:International container
transshipment terminal
Greenfield airport
Township and power infrastructure
Relocation Plan:₹42.52 crore allocation
over 24 months
Covers 62 Nicobarese families
Includes housing, land development, and
infrastructure
Ambiguities:Conflicting references to
relocation:

To existing settlements (Rajiv Nagar,
New Chingenh)
To Pulobhabi (ancestral site)

Inconsistent data:
62 homes to be upgraded vs only 30
new houses planned

Community Concerns:Fear of permanent
displacement from ancestral lands

Lack of clarity on project boundaries
Demand for return to pre-2004 tsunami villages
Government Position:Claims project will not
displace tribes
Yet draft plan explicitly mentions relocation

Static Linkages
Article 244 & Fifth/Sixth Schedule – Protection of
tribal interests (though A&N not under Sixth
Schedule, spirit applies)
Forest Rights Act, 2006 (FRA):

Recognition of individual & community forest
rights
Mandatory Gram Sabha consent for diversion

Panchayats (Extension to Scheduled Areas) Act,
1996 (PESA) principles (though not directly लागू in
A&N, relevant for tribal self-governance norms)
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)
Notification, 2006 – clearance for large
infrastructure projects
Island Coastal Regulation Zone (ICRZ) norms
2004 Indian Ocean Tsunami – led to displacement
of Nicobarese communities

Critical Analysis
Positives:

Strategic location near global shipping routes
Economic and infrastructure development
Enhances India’s maritime security

Concerns:
Incomplete implementation of FRA, 2006
Questionable free, prior, informed consent
Risk of cultural displacement
Ecological sensitivity of island ecosystem
Administrative opacity

Way Forward
Complete forest rights settlement before project
execution
Ensure free, prior and informed consent
Provide clear, transparent rehabilitation plan
Balance strategic needs with ecological
sustainability
Strengthen tribal participation in decision-making
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Kerala has witnessed rapid economic and
social development (2016–2026) despite fiscal
constraints imposed by the Union framework. 
The State has sustained a formal planning
process even after the dissolution of the
Planning Commission. 
Major initiatives include KIIFB-funded
infrastructure projects, Kerala Bank
consolidation, and welfare expansion. 
Kerala claims to have eliminated extreme
poverty (2025) and strengthened human
development indicators significantly. 
Concerns remain regarding fiscal federalism,
GST regime constraints, and borrowing limits. 

Key Points
Economic GrowthGrowth rates comparable
or higher than national average.
Expansion across primary, secondary, and
tertiary sectors.
Rise of MSMEs, IT ecosystem (147%
increase in value).
Infrastructure DevelopmentOver 1,200
projects via KIIFB.
Major projects: Vizhinjam Port, Kochi
Metro, Water Metro.
Improved connectivity through highways
and electrification.
Human DevelopmentInfant Mortality Rate:
~5 per 1,000 (global standards).

Universal school education with zero dropout
(elementary level).
First fully digital school education State.
Social WelfareNear-universal Public
Distribution System (PDS).
75% elderly covered under pensions.
Gender Budget >20% of plan outlay.
Health & Social SecurityKarunya Arogya
Suraksha Scheme (₹5 lakh coverage).
Strong response to Nipah and COVID-19.
Women EmpowermentKudumbashree model
for livelihoods and local governance.
High female literacy and life expectancy.
Governance InnovationsDecentralised
planning through local governments.
Internet access recognized as a basic right (K-
FON initiative).
Fiscal ConstraintsReduced fiscal autonomy
due to:

GST centralisation
Decline in divisible pool share
(cess/surcharge rise)
Conditional transfers and borrowing
restrictions

Static Linkages
Directive Principles promoting welfare state and
social justice
Concept of cooperative federalism
Role of Finance Commission and fiscal transfers
Importance of human capital (education & health)
in development
Decentralisation via local self-government
institutions
Public Distribution System as food security
mechanism
Inclusive growth and social sector expenditure

Critical Analysis
Pros

High human development indicators
Strong social security system
Effective decentralised governance
Balanced growth with inclusion

Cons
Rising public debt and fiscal stress
Dependence on welfare-driven expenditure
Limited heavy industrial base
Constraints from central fiscal policies

Way Forward
Ensure fiscal sustainability & transparency
Boost industrialisation and private investment
Strengthen cooperative federalism
Promote innovation-led growth sectors
Rationalise welfare spending
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Donald Trump addressed the nation (April 1)
regarding the ongoing U.S. military strikes on
Iran, justifying them as efforts to curb Iran’s
nuclear and regional power ambitions. 
No announcement of escalation (e.g., ground
invasion) or ceasefire; ambiguity persists in
U.S. strategy. 
Iran has demonstrated resilience despite
sustained attacks, retaining capacity for
retaliation and escalation. 
The conflict has widened regionally, impacting
energy infrastructure and global oil supply
chains, particularly through the Strait of
Hormuz. 
Global concerns rise over economic instability,
geopolitical fragmentation, and prolonged
conflict dynamics.

Key Points
Strategic vs Tactical OutcomesU.S. may
achieve tactical military success but lacks a
clear pathway to strategic victory.
Regime change in Iran unlikely without
large-scale ground invasion.
Iran’s Strategic AdvantagesStrong
institutional backing by Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC).
Decentralised command structure ensures
survival despite targeted strikes.
Ability to conduct horizontal escalation
across West Asia.
Energy GeopoliticsStrait of Hormuz
handles ~20–25% of global oil trade (Energy
security concern).
Disruption triggers inflation and impacts
energy-importing countries like India.

Global & Regional DynamicsNATO allies
reluctant to fully support U.S. actions.
Gulf countries vulnerable to retaliation
despite hosting U.S. bases.
Emerging alternative diplomatic platforms
(e.g., regional groupings).
Economic ImplicationsOil price volatility →
Inflationary pressures globally.
Asian economies (India, China, Japan)
highly exposed.

Static Linkages
Strait of Hormuz as a critical choke point in
global trade routes
Balance of Power theory in international
relations
Concept of Proxy Wars in West Asia
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT)
framework
Role of OPEC in global oil markets
India’s energy import dependency (~85% crude
oil imports)
Principles of Just War and sovereignty

Critical Analysis 
Positives

Curtails nuclear proliferation risks
Reinforces deterrence

Negatives
No clear end-goal → prolonged conflict
Strengthens hardliners in Iran
Global oil shocks → inflation

Challenges
Escalation into regional war
Energy supply disruption
Weak multilateral diplomacy

Way Forward 
Revive nuclear diplomacy (JCPOA-type
framework)
Ensure maritime security in Hormuz
Diversify energy sources (India focus)
Promote multilateral conflict resolution
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The Union Government introduced
amendments to the Foreign Contribution
(Regulation) Act, 2010 in the Lok Sabha on
March 25, 2026.
The Bill proposes creation of a “designated
authority” to take control of assets of
organisations whose FCRA registration is
cancelled or lapses.
The move has faced criticism from civil
society, NGOs, and opposition leaders for
being opaque and arbitrary.
The Bill has been temporarily stalled due to
protests, but not withdrawn.
Concerns have been raised especially by
organisations involved in education,
healthcare, and religious services.

Key Points
Designated Authority:

Empowered to seize, manage, and dispose
of assets created using foreign funds.
Applies once FCRA licence is cancelled or
not renewed.

Automatic Asset Transfer:
No requirement of judicial determination or
adjudicatory process.

Immediate takeover raises due process
concerns.

Expansion of Executive Power:
Government both grants and revokes FCRA
registration, creating potential conflict of
interest.

Evolution of FCRA:
1976: Original Act (Emergency era context).
2010: Re-enacted with stricter compliance
norms.
2020: Amendments tightened restrictions
(e.g., ban on sub-granting, Aadhaar
requirement).

Opacity Concerns:
Lack of transparency in cancellation/non-
renewal data.
Parliamentary oversight allegedly limited.

Selective Regulation Allegation:
Claims of uneven application of rules across
organisations.

Static Linkages
Rule of Law requires equality before law and non-
arbitrariness (Art. 14).
Right to form associations under Art. 19(1)(c)
(subject to reasonable restrictions).
Doctrine of Natural Justice: audi alteram partem
(right to be heard).
Separation of powers and need for judicial review.
Concept of eminent domain vs private property
rights (Art. 300A).
Role of civil society in welfare state functions.
Regulatory governance must ensure transparency
and accountability (2nd ARC).

Critical Analysis
Arguments in Favour

Prevents misuse/diversion of foreign funds.
Strengthens national security framework.
Ensures regulatory control over NGOs.

Arguments Against
Violates natural justice (no hearing).
Enables executive overreach.
Risk of selective targeting.
Undermines civil society functioning.
Reduces transparency and accountability.

Way Forward
Introduce mandatory judicial/quasi-judicial
oversight.
Ensure transparent criteria for cancellation.
Publish FCRA-related data regularly.
Balance security concerns with democratic
freedoms.
Strengthen institutional accountability
mechanisms.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The evolving dynamics of United States–China
relations are undergoing structural
transformation beyond leadership
personalities. 
The U.S. is recalibrating its strategy—shifting
focus from ideological rivalry to economic
competition and prioritising domestic
concerns and the Western Hemisphere. 
China is leveraging stability to strengthen
technological self-reliance, renewable energy
dominance, and global supply chain
leadership. 
The ongoing West Asian conflict (Iran war) has
exposed U.S. unpredictability and enhanced
China’s image as a restrained actor. 
These developments are shrinking India’s
strategic space and complicating its foreign
policy choices. 

Key Points
U.S.–China relations are becoming less
confrontational in tone but competitive in
substance. 
The Indo-Pacific may lose primacy in U.S.
strategy; transactional diplomacy may
increase.
China has:

Diversified energy imports
Built large strategic petroleum reserves
Dominated renewable and green-tech
supply chains 

Global transition: Petrostates → Electrostates
(renewable-driven geopolitics). 
India faces:

Reduced salience in both Washington and
Beijing

Risk of U.S.–China deals affecting its
interests
Growing technological dependence risks
(AI, supply chains)

Emergence of bipolar AI ecosystem
dominated by U.S. and China.
Continued strength of China–Pakistan nexus
with tactical U.S.–Pakistan thaw.

Static Linkages 
Balance of Power theory in international
relations
Strategic autonomy in foreign policy
Energy security and diversification
(Economic Survey insights)
Non-alignment vs multi-alignment evolution
Concept of deterrence (asymmetric warfare)
Globalisation vs de-risking and supply chain
resilience
Renewable energy transition and climate
commitments (Paris Agreement)
Role of strategic petroleum reserves

Critical Analysis 
Pros

Opportunity for India as an independent
pole
Renewable transition benefits India

Cons
Reduced importance of India globally
Risk of U.S.–China strategic deals
Technological dependence risks
China’s dominance in green tech

Challenges
Managing LAC tensions
Bridging tech gap
Maintaining neighbourhood influence

Way Forward 
Build indigenous tech & AI ecosystem
Ensure dual de-risking strategy
Strengthen defence and border
infrastructure
Deepen selective global partnerships
Revive Neighbourhood First & Act East
Invest in renewables and supply chains
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Recent cases involving sexual abuse and
circulation of explicit videos (e.g., allegations
linked to Prajwal Revanna, Nashik godman, Goa
councillor’s son) have sparked national
concern.
Viral circulation of abuse videos has intensified
trauma for victims, raising questions on digital
sexual violence.
Judicial recognition of “virtual rape” in State of
West Bengal vs Animesh Boxi highlighted that
recording and circulation of sexual abuse is an
extension of the crime.
Increasing use of John Doe orders by courts to
curb online dissemination of such content.

Key Points
Sexual violence extends beyond physical
assault to recording and online dissemination.
Circulation of abuse videos leads to:

Violation of privacy, dignity, and bodily
autonomy
Perpetual trauma (“crimes in perpetuity”)
Social stigma, isolation, and underreporting

Digital platforms amplify harm through:
Trolling, doxxing, rape threats
Permanent digital footprint

Legal challenges:
Reluctance of police to register FIRs
Victim-blaming during trial
Burden on victims to track and report
content

Judicial innovations:
Recognition of virtual rape
Use of John Doe orders for content removal

Static Linkages
Article 21 – Right to life includes dignity, privacy
(expanded in Justice K.S. Puttaswamy vs Union of
India)
Article 14 & 15 – Equality and protection against
discrimination
Information Technology Act, 2000:

Section 67, 67A – Punishment for
publishing/transmitting obscene material

Indian Penal Code (IPC):
Section 376 – Rape
Section 354C – Voyeurism

Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 2013 – Expanded
definition of sexual offences
NCERT (Sociology) – Patriarchy, gender inequality,
stigma
ARC Reports – Emphasis on citizen-centric and
sensitive policing

Critical Analysis
Positives

Judicial recognition of digital dimension of sexual
violence
Use of John Doe orders to curb anonymity online
Growing discourse on right to be forgotten

Concerns
Legal framework still reactive, not preventive
Burden of proof and action lies disproportionately
on victims
Weak enforcement by police and intermediaries
Persistent patriarchal attitudes in investigation and
trial
Cross-border nature of internet complicates
regulation

Stakeholder Issues
Victims: trauma, stigma, lack of support
State: enforcement gaps, capacity issues
Digital platforms: accountability vs free speech
debate
Society: voyeurism and moral failure

Way Forward
Enact clear legal framework on “right to be
forgotten”
Strengthen intermediary liability under IT rules
Establish fast-track cyber forensic units
Ensure gender-sensitive policing and judicial
processes
Promote digital ethics awareness and accountability
Provide psychological and legal aid support
systems for victims
Develop AI-based proactive detection and
takedown systems
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The Indian rupee has crossed the ₹95/$ mark in
March 2026, hitting record lows.
Over the past ~16 years, the rupee has
depreciated at an average annual rate of
~4.6%.
Persistent current account pressures due to
high import dependence (especially energy)
and trade deficit.
Rising global crude oil prices and geopolitical
tensions (West Asia) have intensified external
vulnerabilities.
Capital flows (FDI and FPI) have turned
volatile, with phases of net outflows.
The Reserve Bank of India has intervened in
forex markets to smooth volatility but not to
fix a target exchange rate.

Key Points
India runs a structural trade deficit, with
merchandise trade deficit rising to $27.1 billion
(Feb 2026) from $14.4 billion (Feb 2025).
Heavy reliance on imported crude oil increases
vulnerability to global price shocks.
Capital inflows are unstable:

Net FDI turning negative due to
repatriation.
Portfolio flows (FPI) showing volatility and
outflows.

RBI intervention:

Acts as a buffer against volatility, not
against long-term depreciation.
Has been a net seller of dollars since 2022
in some phases.

Exchange rate acts as a shock absorber for
external imbalances.
Export base remains narrow and concentrated,
limiting resilience.

Static Linkages
Exchange rate determined by demand and
supply of foreign exchange (NCERT
Macroeconomics).
Balance of Payments (BoP) identity: Current
Account + Capital Account = Overall Balance.
Persistent Current Account Deficit (CAD) leads
to currency depreciation pressure.
Role of foreign exchange reserves in stabilizing
currency (RBI reports).
Elasticity approach & Marshall-Lerner
condition for trade balance adjustment.
Energy security linked to import dependence
(~85% crude oil) (Economic Survey).
Managed float exchange rate system followed
by India.

Critical Analysis 
Positives

Improves export competitiveness
Helps adjustment of BoP
Acts as automatic stabilizer

Negatives
Imported inflation (fuel, fertilizers)
Higher CAD in short term
External debt burden increases
Investor sentiment weakens

Challenges
High energy import dependence
Export concentration
Volatile capital flows (FPI dominance)
Limited effectiveness of RBI intervention

Way Forward 
Diversify exports (products + markets)
Promote manufacturing (PLI schemes)
Shift toward stable FDI inflows
Reduce oil dependence (renewables, green
hydrogen)
Strengthen forex reserves
Improve logistics & competitiveness
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Electoral rolls in West Bengal are under
revision ahead of elections, with ~60 lakh
voters marked “under adjudication”.
Delay in tribunal hearings (set up in Kolkata)
has left many voters uncertain about their
status.
Protests erupted in Malda after alleged
deletions from electoral rolls.
Concerns of large-scale disenfranchisement
due to prolonged verification processes.
Questions raised over the role of the Election
Commission of India and judicial oversight by
the Supreme Court of India.

Key Points
Article 326 guarantees universal adult suffrage
(voting rights for all eligible citizens).
Electoral roll revision conducted through
Special Intensive Revision (SIR).
Around 60 lakh voters under adjudication,
risking exclusion before elections.
Appointment of 8,100 central government
employees as micro-observers raised concerns
about federal neutrality.
Deployment of judicial officers for
adjudication without strict timelines has
delayed resolution.

Administrative delays may lead to de facto
disenfranchisement.
Trust deficit in electoral processes due to
perceived politicisation.

Static Linkages
Article 324: Superintendence, direction, and
control of elections vested in Election
Commission.
Article 326: Elections based on adult suffrage.
Representation of the People Act, 1950:
Preparation and revision of electoral rolls.
Representation of the People Act, 1951:
Conduct of elections.
Concept of “free and fair elections” – part of
Basic Structure (as per judicial interpretation).
Electoral Registration Officer (ERO) – statutory
authority for electoral rolls.
Model Code of Conduct – ensures level playing
field during elections.

Critical Analysis
Issues

Mass disenfranchisement risk
Administrative opacity
Trust deficit in electoral process
Weak grievance redressal

Justifications
Need to remove bogus/duplicate voters
Ensuring electoral integrity

Core Conflict
Integrity of rolls vs Inclusiveness of democracy

Way Forward
Time-bound disposal of voter disputes
Transparent verification mechanisms
Strengthen ERO accountability
Tech-enabled roll management with
safeguards
Judicial monitoring in sensitive cases
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Artemis Program recently launched a crewed
mission aimed at preparing for future human
landing on the Moon.
Unlike the Apollo Program, the current mission
does not involve immediate lunar landing.
The mission is part of the Artemis Accords
signed by 50+ countries, including India.
It reflects a shift from Cold War rivalry (USA–
USSR) to emerging Sino-US competition in
space.
Focus is on Moon’s South Pole exploration,
especially water-ice deposits.

Key Points
Artemis aims to:

Establish sustainable human presence on
the Moon.
Use lunar resources (water ice → oxygen +
hydrogen fuel).
Develop technologies for future Mars
missions.

South Pole significance:
Permanently shadowed craters contain
water ice (ISRO & NASA findings).

Timeline:
Human landing targeted around 2028.
Competes with China’s planned lunar
missions.

Artemis Accords:
Promote peaceful use, transparency,
interoperability, and data sharing.
Non-binding framework (soft law).

Multi-stakeholder model:
Collaboration between space agencies, private
sector, academia.

Moon as:
Scientific archive (unchanged surface → early
solar system evidence).
Launchpad for deep-space missions.

Static Linkages 
Outer Space Treaty, 1967:

Space is the “province of all mankind”.
No sovereignty claims allowed.

Concept of Global Commons.
Role of ISRO in lunar exploration (e.g.,
Chandrayaan-3).
Cryosphere and water ice in extreme
environments.
Hydrogen as a clean fuel (Energy transition).
International cooperation vs strategic rivalry in
global governance.

Critical Analysis
Pros

Promotes international cooperation
Boosts New Space economy (private sector)
Enables long-term space exploration (Moon →
Mars)
Scientific understanding of solar system

Cons
Artemis Accords:

No binding enforcement
No dispute resolution mechanism

Exclusion of:
China
Russia

Risk of:
Space militarisation
Resource competition

Fragmentation of global space governance

Way Forward
Strengthen global space governance under UN
framework
Create:

Binding norms
Dispute resolution mechanisms

Ensure inclusive participation (all space powers)
Promote space as global commons
India:

Leverage Artemis participation
Enhance ISRO capabilities & private sector role
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

India inducted its third nuclear-powered
ballistic missile submarine, INS Aridaman,
enhancing sea-based nuclear deterrence. 
This marks the first time India has three
operational SSBNs, strengthening second-
strike capability. 
The development reinforces India’s status
among a select group of countries (US, Russia,
China, France) possessing a nuclear triad. 
The submarine is part of India’s long-term
indigenous nuclear submarine programme
involving DRDO and international
collaboration (notably Russia). 

Key Points
INS Aridaman Features:Approx. 7,000-
tonne SSBN with improved stealth and
endurance. 
Equipped with 8 vertical launch tubes,
nearly double its predecessors. 
Capable of carrying:

K-15 SLBM (~700 km range)
K-4 SLBM (~3,500 km range) 

Advanced nuclear reactor enabling long-
duration submerged operations. 
Earlier SSBNs:INS Arihant (2016) – first
indigenous SSBN.
INS Arighaat (2024) – technologically
upgraded successor. 
Strategic Significance:Ensures credible
second-strike capability under India’s No
First Use (NFU) doctrine. 

Enhances survivability due to stealth and
mobility of submarines.
Complements land-based (Agni missiles)
and air-based (Rafale, Su-30MKI) delivery
systems. 
Future Plans:Development of next SSBN
with higher missile capacity. 
Indigenous SSN (attack submarine)
programme underway. 
Project-75I for conventional submarines
with AIP technology. 

Static Linkages
Nuclear deterrence theory – concept of
Mutually Assured Destruction (MAD)
No First Use Policy and credible minimum
deterrence
Types of submarines: SSBN, SSN, SSGN
Ballistic missile systems and ranges (short,
intermediate, intercontinental)
Role of pressurised water reactors in naval
propulsion
Maritime security and Indian Ocean strategic
importance

Critical Analysis
Pros:

Strengthens deterrence credibility
Enhances survivability (stealth)
Boosts indigenisation and DRDO capability
Improves India’s strategic position in Indo-
Pacific

Cons:
High cost and maintenance burden
Risk of regional arms race
Limited fleet vs global powers
Partial technology dependence

Way Forward
Expand SSBN fleet for continuous at-sea
deterrence
Accelerate indigenous reactor & propulsion
tech
Strengthen command & control systems
Develop SSN fleet for tactical superiority
Maintain NFU credibility + strategic restraint
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