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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The Supreme Court of India took suo motu
cognisance of a mob gherao incident in Malda,
West Bengal.
Judicial officers deployed as Election
Registration Officers (EROs) were:

Confined for over 9 hours without food or
water.
Allegedly targeted after voters were
excluded during Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls.

Officers were deployed as per Supreme Court
orders to ensure neutral adjudication of voter
objections.
The Court termed the incident:

A “brazen attempt to browbeat” judiciary.
Amounting to criminal contempt of court.

The Court directed the Election Commission of
India to consider probe by:

Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) or
National Investigation Agency (NIA).

Key Points
Judicial officers’ decisions = deemed orders of
the Supreme Court.
Incident highlighted:

Failure of law & order machinery (State
administration, police).
Politicisation of electoral processes.

Supreme Court:
Issued show-cause notices to senior
officials (DGP, DM, SP).
Directed deployment of Central forces for
protection.

Emphasis on:
Judicial independence.
Free and fair elections as part of the basic
structure doctrine.

Basic Structure Doctrine (Kesavananda Bharati
case, 1973):

Includes rule of law, judicial independence, free
and fair elections.

Model Code of Conduct (MCC):
Ensures level playing field during elections.

Electoral Roll Revision:
Conducted under Representation of the People
Act, 1950.

Critical Analysis
Major Concerns

Threat to Judicial IndependencePhysical
intimidation undermines constitutional
authority.
Breakdown of Rule of LawMob justice replacing
institutional mechanisms.
Administrative FailureDelay in police response
indicates governance gaps.
Electoral Integrity at RiskInterference in voter
list revision impacts democracy.

Stakeholder View
Judiciary → Protect institutional credibility
Election Commission → Ensure neutral elections
State Administration → Maintain law & order
Citizens → Right to fair representation

Ethical Dimensions (GS4)
Integrity of public institutions
Courage under pressure
Accountability of public officials

Way Forward 
Strengthen security framework for judicial/election
officials
Ensure time-bound accountability of administrative
authorities
Enhance coordination between EC, judiciary, and
police
Promote depoliticisation of governance
mechanisms
Build public trust through transparent electoral
processes

Raises concern over:
Safety of officials conducting
electoral roll revision, a core
democratic exercise.

Static Linkages
Article 324: Superintendence,
direction, and control of elections
vested in Election Commission.
Article 50: Separation of judiciary
from executive.
Contempt of Courts Act, 1971:

Criminal contempt includes
acts that lower authority of
court or obstruct
administration of justice.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

A Full Bench of the Madras High Court ruled
that the Governor is bound by the advice of
the Council of Ministers while exercising
powers under Article 161.
The ruling clarified that the Governor has no
discretionary power in matters of remission or
premature release of convicts.
The issue arose due to conflicting 2024
Division Bench judgments, leading to a
reference for authoritative clarification.
The court relied on landmark judgments of the
Supreme Court of India, particularly:

Maru Ram vs Union of India
Shamsher Singh vs State of Punjab
A.G. Perarivalan Case

Key Points
Article 161: Empowers the Governor to grant
pardons, reprieves, respites, remissions, or
commute sentences for offences against State
laws.
The Full Bench held:

Governor is constitutionally bound by aid
and advice of the Council of Ministers.
No independent discretion exists in
remission matters.

The judgment reaffirmed:
The principle of parliamentary executive
supremacy at the State level.

Clarified confusion:
Distinguished from M.P. Special Police
Establishment case, which dealt with
statutory discretion (sanction for
prosecution), not constitutional remission
powers.

Declared contrary HC ruling (Murugan case) as
per incuriam.
Reinforced that:

The Governor is a constitutional head, not
an independent decision-maker in
executive functions.

Static Linkages
Articles 72 & 161: Pardoning powers of
President and Governor.
Article 163: Council of Ministers to aid and
advise the Governor.
Concept of “constitutional head” vs “real
executive”.
Doctrine of aid and advice (borrowed from
British system).
Distinction between:

Constitutional powers vs statutory powers.
Judicial doctrines:

Per incuriam
Binding precedent (Article 141)

Critical Analysis 
Pros

Prevents arbitrary gubernatorial action
Strengthens elected government supremacy
Ensures uniformity via SC precedents

Concerns
Risk of political misuse of remission
Weakens independent oversight
Governor’s role becomes largely ceremonial

Way Forward 
Codified remission guidelines
Ensure transparency + judicial review
Strengthen cooperative federalism
Clear demarcation of discretionary powers
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The Election Commission of India (ECI)
transferred senior officials, including Chief
Secretaries and DGPs, in election-bound
States (Assam, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, West
Bengal, Puducherry) ahead of the 2026
elections. 
In West Bengal, these transfers were executed
without prior consultation with the State
government, causing administrative
disruption. 
The ECI justified its action citing its mandate to
ensure free and fair elections under Article
324. 
The issue has raised concerns about:

Scope of ECI’s powers
Federal balance
Legality of such transfers without statutory
backing

Key Points
Article 324:

Provides superintendence, direction, and
control of elections to the ECI.
Considered a plenary (residuary) power.

Supreme Court Interpretation:
In Mohinder Singh Gill vs Chief Election
Commissioner:

Article 324 is a “reservoir of powers”.
However, it operates only when no law
exists on the subject.
ECI must act in conformity with existing
laws.

Statutory Framework:
Representation of the People Act,
1950 & Representation of the People
Act, 1951:

Do not empower ECI to transfer
officials.

All India Services Act, 1951:
Transfers of AIS officers are under
executive control of State/Union
governments.

Article 324(6):
Allows ECI to requisition staff, but not
to transfer or remove top officials.

Federal Concerns:
State Public Services fall under State
List (Seventh Schedule).
ECI intervention may be seen as
encroachment on State executive
powers.

Static Linkages
Article 324 – Constitutional body &
independent authority
Seventh Schedule – Division of powers
(State List: Public Services)
Doctrine of Plenary Powers vs Statutory
Limits
Principle of Rule of Law & Natural Justice
Civil Services: Executive control &
neutrality
Judicial interpretation of constitutional
provisions

Critical Analysis
Positives

Ensures neutral administrative setup
Strengthens free and fair elections (basic
feature)

Concerns
No statutory backing → legal ambiguity
Possible overreach of Article 324
Undermines federal structure
Risk of arbitrariness & lack of
transparency
May demoralize civil services

Way Forward
Define clear legal framework for ECI
powers
Ensure consultation with State
governments
Develop transparent criteria for transfers
Strengthen judicial oversight
Balance electoral integrity with
federalism
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Diplomatic consultations were held involving
Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Türkiye and Egypt to
explore resolution of the ongoing West Asia
conflict.
Parallel engagements included talks with Iran
and China focusing on ceasefire and regional
stability.
The conflict between United States/Israel and
Iran continues with unclear end goals and
absence of trust. 

Key Points
Ceasefire remains difficult due to:

Conflicting objectives (denuclearisation,
regime change, strategic control)
Continued hostilities during negotiations

Role of mediators:
Regional powers (Egypt, Türkiye, Pakistan)
attempting facilitation
China proposing diplomatic solutions
without military commitment

UN-related issues:
United Nations peacekeeping requires
mandate
UN Security Council faces veto-based
paralysis

Alternative mechanism:
‘Uniting for Peace’ resolution (UNGA
intervention during deadlock)
Historical precedent: Suez Crisis (1956)

Strategic dimensions:
Importance of Strait of Hormuz for global
energy security
Rising energy insecurity and supply
disruptions

India’s stance:
Maintain strategic autonomy
Engage diplomatically without direct
involvement

Static Linkages
UN Charter: Chapter VI (Pacific
Settlement of Disputes)
UN Charter: Chapter VII (Enforcement
Measures)
Uniting for Peace Resolution, 1950
Concept of Strategic Chokepoints (Strait
of Hormuz)
Balance of Power (IR theory)
India’s Strategic Autonomy (Non-
Alignment 2.0)
Energy Security (Economic Survey, IEA
reports)

Critical Analysis
Pros

Multilateral engagement improves
chances of negotiated settlement
Regional participation increases
legitimacy
Revival of UN-based mechanisms

Cons
Trust deficit among stakeholders
UNSC ineffectiveness due to veto politics
Mediators have conflicting geopolitical
interests
Risk of escalation affecting global
economy

Key Challenges
Enforcement of ceasefire
Lack of neutral peacekeeping force
Energy supply disruptions

Way Forward
Use UNGA mechanisms when UNSC is
blocked
Promote inclusive diplomacy involving
Global South
Develop credible ceasefire monitoring
mechanisms
Strengthen humanitarian assistance
frameworks
India to balance neutrality with proactive
diplomacy
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO),
a transatlantic security alliance formed in
1949, is facing internal strain due to
statements by Donald Trump about possible
U.S. withdrawal.
The U.S. has expressed dissatisfaction with
European allies over low defence spending and
lack of support in the ongoing West Asia
tensions involving Iran and Israel.
The trigger includes reluctance of NATO allies
to deploy forces for securing oil routes like the
Strait of Hormuz.
Legal constraints exist under the 2024 National
Defense Authorization Act (Section 1250A),
limiting unilateral withdrawal by the U.S.
President.
The issue arises amid ongoing geopolitical
tensions such as the Russia-Ukraine War,
raising concerns about NATO’s deterrence
credibility.

Key Points
NATO follows collective defence (Article 5) —
attack on one is treated as attack on all.
The U.S. contributes ~70% of NATO’s total
defence expenditure (NATO reports).

NATO guideline: 2% of GDP defence spending
by members (many European nations lag
historically).
Strategic importance:

Acts as a deterrent against Russian
expansionism.
Ensures security architecture in Europe
post-World War II.

U.S. concerns:
“Burden-sharing imbalance”
Strategic overextension globally

Implications of potential U.S. exit:
Weakening of NATO cohesion
Security vacuum in Europe
Increased role for middle powers and
regional blocs

Static Linkages
Collective security vs Balance of power
theories in international relations
Cold War origins of military alliances (NATO vs
Warsaw Pact)
Strategic importance of maritime chokepoints
in global trade
Role of defence alliances in maintaining global
peace and stability
Constitutional checks on executive powers in
democratic systems
Impact of geopolitical conflicts on global oil
supply chains
Concept of “Pax Americana” in post-World War
II order

Critical Analysis 
Positives

Push for European strategic autonomy
Strengthening of multipolar world order

Negatives
Weakening of collective defence mechanism
Increased risk for Eastern Europe
Undermining rules-based order

Concerns
Legal hurdles in U.S. withdrawal
NATO cohesion crisis
Increased geopolitical instability

Way Forward
Ensure fair burden-sharing within NATO
Strengthen European defence capabilities
Promote multilateralism and diplomacy
Maintain balance between alliances and
strategic autonomy
India to adopt issue-based alignment strategy
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

NASA successfully launched Artemis II mission
(April 2026, IST), marking a major step toward
human return to the Moon.
The mission is part of the broader Artemis
Programme, aimed at establishing a sustained
human presence on the Moon.
A renewed global space race is visible,
primarily between the U.S. and China, focusing
on lunar exploration and resource utilisation.
Competing initiatives:

NASA Artemis Programme
International Lunar Research Station

India joined the Artemis Accords in 2023,
aligning with norms of peaceful and
cooperative space exploration.

Key Points
Artemis II MissionFirst crewed mission
under Artemis programme (post-Apollo
era).
Objective: Test deep-space human
capabilities in cis-lunar space.
Strategic Importance of MoonPresence of
water ice at lunar poles → potential for fuel
(hydrogen-oxygen).
Moon as a launchpad for Mars missions
(lower gravity advantage).

Geopolitical CompetitionU.S. promotes
multilateralism via Artemis Accords (40+
countries).
China follows a state-led, strategic model with
limited partnerships.
Infrastructure PlansLunar bases, refuelling
depots, communication relays, resource
extraction hubs.
India’s PositionSignatory to Artemis Accords
(2023).
Developing Gaganyaan.
Plans: Indian astronaut on Moon by 2040;
indigenous space station.
Economic DimensionSpace economy projected
to reach $1 trillion by 2040 (Morgan
Stanley/NASA estimates).

Static Linkages 
Outer space governed by Outer Space Treaty:

Non-appropriation principle (no sovereignty
claims).
Peaceful use of outer space.

Concept of Global Commons (similar to high seas,
Antarctica).
ISRO milestones:

Chandrayaan-3 – soft landing near lunar south
pole.

Role of Department of Space & ISRO in India’s space
policy.
NCERT Geography: importance of resources and
strategic locations.

Critical Analysis
Pros

Encourages technological innovation and deep-
space exploration.
Promotes international cooperation (Artemis
Accords model).
Enables resource utilisation (water ice → fuel
economy).
Boosts private sector participation (SpaceX, Blue
Origin).

Cons
Risk of space militarisation and geopolitical rivalry.
Possible violation of global commons principle
(resource capture).
Unequal access → developing countries may be
marginalized.
Legal ambiguity on space mining rights.

Stakeholder Perspectives
U.S. & allies: rule-based order, interoperability.
China: strategic autonomy, long-term dominance.
India: balanced approach—cooperation + self-
reliance.
Private sector: commercial opportunities.

Way Forward
Strengthen global space governance framework.
Ensure equitable access to lunar resources.
India: balance strategic autonomy + cooperation.
Accelerate indigenous capabilities (ISRO, private
sector).
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Artemis II mission marks a major step toward
human return to the Moon after the Apollo 17
mission. 
It is a crewed flyby mission to test systems like
life support, navigation, and radiation shielding
for future lunar landings. 
The mission uses the advanced Orion
spacecraft and Space Launch System (SLS),
significantly more powerful than earlier
systems. 
Artemis programme aims to establish long-
term human presence on the Moon, especially
near the South Pole due to ice deposits. 
Renewed global interest in lunar exploration is
driven by scientific, economic, and geopolitical
factors. 

Key Points
Artemis II will test deep-space human travel
systems before landing missions like Artemis III
(planned ~2027).
Discovery of lunar ice (notably supported by
Chandrayaan-2) has increased strategic
importance of the Moon. 
Lunar ice can provide:

Drinking water
Oxygen for breathing
Hydrogen + oxygen for rocket fuel

Moon may act as a refuelling station for deep-
space missions (Mars, Venus).
Growing international collaboration: U.S.,
Canada, Europe, Japan involved.
Potential for:

Mining minerals
Building space infrastructure
Scientific research platforms

Scientific opportunities:
Absence of atmosphere → better
telescopes
Radio-quiet environment →
study early universe

India’s contribution:
Raman Research Institute +
ISRO developing PRATUSH for
studying cosmic dawn. 

Static Linkages
Outer Space Treaty (1967): No
national appropriation of celestial
bodies
Concept of escape velocity and
orbital mechanics (NCERT Physics)
Cryosphere and water ice stability
in extreme environments
Hydrogen economy and fuel cells
(Energy security)
Ionosphere and radio wave
propagation (Geography/Physics)
Public goods vs global commons
debate
Role of space technology in
development (India Year Book, ISRO
reports)

Critical Analysis
Advantages

Enables interplanetary exploration
Promotes global cooperation
Scientific breakthroughs (cosmic
dawn studies)
Economic opportunities (space
mining)

Challenges
Geopolitical competition (Moon
race)
Legal vacuum on resource
extraction
High costs
Space debris & environmental risks
Technological uncertainties

Way Forward
Strengthen international space
governance
Ensure equitable access to lunar
resources
Promote sustainable exploration
Increase India’s participation (ISRO
missions)
Develop clear legal regime for
space mining
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

On March 30, the Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology released draft
amendments to the IT Rules.
The amendments mandate digital
intermediaries to comply with government
advisories/clarifications.
Increased use of advisories seen in regulating
AI, deepfakes, and digital platforms (2024–25).
Signals a shift toward executive-driven, flexible
regulation in the digital domain.

Key Points
Nature of AdvisoriesNot formal laws; lack
statutory backing and procedural
safeguards.
Can be issued quickly without consultation.
Regulatory ConcernsCreates uncertainty
and unpredictability for businesses.
Frequent changes increase compliance
burden.
Economic ImpactDigital economy strongly
linked with physical economy.
MSMEs depend on online platforms and
targeted advertising.
Regulatory uncertainty → higher
transaction costs, reduced investment.
Data Protection ContextDigital Personal
Data Protection Act, 2023 introduces
compliance obligations impacting firms.

Studies show significant cost implications
for businesses.
Governance IssueAdvisory-based
regulation may resemble “governance by
fiat”.
Weakens predictability and rule-based
governance.

Static Linkages
Rule of Law – Predictability, non-arbitrariness
(Indian Polity – Laxmikanth).
Delegated Legislation – Requires safeguards
like consultation and publication.
Ease of Doing Business – Stable regulatory
environment essential for investment.
Market Efficiency (NCERT) – Uncertainty raises
transaction costs.
Digital Economy (Economic Survey) – Key
driver of growth, employment, MSMEs.

Critical Analysis
Pros

Enables quick response to emerging risks (AI
misuse, deepfakes).
Provides flexibility in fast-changing digital
ecosystem.

Cons
Lack of transparency and consultation.
Creates regulatory uncertainty affecting
investment climate.
Higher compliance costs, especially for
MSMEs/startups.
Risk of executive overreach and arbitrary
decision-making.

Way Forward
Move toward rule-based, predictable
regulatory framework.
Ensure pre-legislative consultation and
stakeholder engagement.
Introduce Regulatory Impact Assessment (RIA).
Define legal status and limits of advisories.
Promote innovation-friendly regulation (e.g.,
sandbox approach).
Balance data protection, innovation, and
economic growth.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Donald Trump ordered military strikes on Iran,
escalating tensions in West Asia.
The US indicated possible escalation while
keeping a short timeline for conflict resolution.
Rising uncertainty over global oil supply,
particularly through the Strait of Hormuz.
India, being highly import-dependent, faces
economic risks.
Government has initiated measures to mitigate
the impact on economy and energy supply.

Key Points
Strait of Hormuz handles ~20% of global oil
trade.
India imports ~85% of its crude oil
requirement.
Key implications:

Rise in crude oil prices
Supply chain disruptions
Imported inflation
Widening Current Account Deficit (CAD)

Oil infrastructure damage may delay supply
normalization.
Reduced US security role in Gulf increases
geopolitical uncertainty.

Static Linkages
Strategic Petroleum Reserves (ISPRL).
OPEC and global oil pricing.

Chokepoints in geography (Hormuz, Malacca –
NCERT).
Cost-push inflation (fuel-driven).
Balance of Payments (CAD impact).
Civil nuclear energy as alternative source.

Critical Analysis
Challenges:High oil prices → inflation and
fiscal stress
Supply disruptions → industrial slowdown
Dependence on Gulf → strategic
vulnerability
Opportunities:Push for diversification of
energy sources
Strengthening strategic reserves
Enhancing energy diplomacy

Way Forward
Diversify crude import sources (Russia, Africa,
US).
Expand Strategic Petroleum Reserves.
Accelerate renewable energy targets.
Promote nuclear energy expansion.
Strengthen long-term energy supply
agreements.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Reserve Bank of India has restricted banks
from participating in Non-Deliverable
Derivative (NDD) contracts in the Indian rupee.
The move comes amid sharp depreciation of
the rupee (crossing ₹95 per US dollar) due to:

Rising crude oil prices
Capital outflows
Geopolitical tensions in West Asia

Following the announcement, the rupee
appreciated to around ₹93 per US dollar,
reflecting reduced speculative pressure.
Objective: Curb offshore speculation, improve
transparency, and stabilise the foreign
exchange market.

Key Points
Non-Deliverable Derivatives
(NDDs):Offshore derivative contracts
settled in foreign currency (usually USD)
No physical delivery of the rupee
Reason for Existence:India follows partial
capital account convertibility, restricting
free rupee trading offshore
Participants:Foreign investors, hedge
funds, global banks
Concerns:Promote speculative trading
instead of genuine hedging
Distort exchange rate determination
Offshore rates influence domestic market
sentiment
Misuse:Re-entering contracts to exploit
short-term volatility
Large speculative bets during global
uncertainties
RBI Measures:Restriction on bank
participation in NDDs
Limits on related-party transactions

Alignment with global accounting standards
Impact:Reduced volatility in rupee
Strengthening of onshore forex market

Static Linkages
Exchange rate determination under managed
float system
Concept of capital account convertibility
(Tarapore Committee)
Role of central bank in forex market intervention
Balance of Payments (BoP) and impact of capital
flows
Derivatives as hedging vs speculative
instruments

Critical Analysis
Positives

Reduces speculative attacks on the rupee
Improves transparency and regulatory control
Strengthens domestic price discovery
mechanism
Enhances investor confidence in financial
markets

Concerns
May reduce liquidity in forex derivatives market
Limits hedging avenues for foreign investors
Risk of migration to less regulated offshore
channels
Possible short-term impact on foreign
investment flows

Way Forward
Deepen and develop onshore forex derivative
markets
Move towards gradual rupee internationalisation
Strengthen coordination with global financial
regulators
Provide efficient and transparent domestic
hedging instruments
Maintain balance between market freedom and
regulatory oversight
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