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Manufacturing, capital goods lift IIP growth to 5.2% in Feb.

The
NEW DELHI

Growth in India’s ingdus-
trial activity 1
marginally 10 5.2% In Fe-
bruary, driven by a qubck-
ening of growth in the ma:
nufacturing and capital
goodds sectors, data re
leased by the Centre on
Monday showed.

The data on the Indexof  hand, saw growth slowing
industrial Production for 1o four-month low of 31%
February, released by the  in February 2026, down
Ministry of Statistics and
Programme  Implementa-
tion, shows that the final  the L&% seen in February
growth for January was al- 2025,
=0 upgraded 1o 5.1% from
the prondsional 4.8% suaed

&s part of last monih's data
mhease,

Within  the  Index,
growth in the mamdactur-

Industrial uptick

The thurt shows manth-wise 5P growth raees (i ¥ Kk Hatings said,

ing sector o] 8
6% In February, from 5.3% N
in the previous month. o°
This was also considerably 5,
faster than the 2.8% in £

growth in February kst 5,93,
year. The mining and quar-
rying sector, on the other

larively

Oct. HIBS

Feb. 2026

SOURCE: WieH

from 4.3% in January. This
wis, however, faster than  in February 2026 from
515 in Janaary.

“The growth is invess-

in capital goods and infras-

tructure/construction
Growth in the electricity

sector, oo, slowed 10 2.3%

taks, automoblles, machin-  and infrastructure driven

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

The Ministry of Statistics and Programme
Implementation released the latest Index of
Industrial Production (11P) data.

India’s industrial growth accelerated to 5.2% in
February 2026, compared to previous months.
January 2026 growth was revised upward to
5.1% (from 4.8%), indicating stronger-than-
estimated industrial recovery.

Growth is primarily investment-led, with strong

performance in manufacturing and capital
goods sectors.

However, weak consumer demand persists,
reflected in contraction in consumer goods
segments.

Key Points

o Overall IIP GrowthFebruary 2026: 5.2%
o January 2026 (revised): 5.1%
o Sector-wise PerformanceManufacturing:
= Growth rose to 6% (Feb 2026) from
5.3% (Jan)
= Much higher than 2.8% in Feb 2025
o Mining & Quarrying:
= Slowed to 3.1% (4-month low)
o Electricity:
= Declined to 2.3% from 5.1%
o Use-Based ClassificationCapital Goods:
= Sharp rise to 12.5% (9-month high) -
indicates strong investment cycle
o Infrastructure/Construction Goods:
= Robust growth, signalling infrastructure
push
o Consumer Durables:
= Contracted -2.1% (worst in 27 months)
o Consumer Non-Durables:
= Contracted -0.6% (second consecutive
decline)
o Growth Patterninvestment-driven growth
(Capex-led)
o Weak consumption demand recovery

upcycle” Rajeev Sharan,
Head of Research at Brick:

Notably, growth in the
capital goods sector accel-
ersted to a nine-month
high of 12.5% in February
20846 from 4.1% in the pre-
vious month. This perfor-
mance o the back of a re

performance of &.1% in Fe
Iruary of last year.
Consumer demand, ho-
wever, seems fo hawe
slumped, according to the
ery, and double digit gains  data, The consumer dura:
Trdes sector contracted 2.1%
in February 2026, the sec-
ment led, with basic me-  goods pointing 1o a capex  tor's worst performance in
27 months. The consumer

non-durables sector, too,
contracted 0.6%, the se
wond conseoutive maath of
contraction,

“Overall, the data con-
firms  that  investment
linked gectors ane anchor-
ing growth, while softer
consumer non durabdes
and modest mining and
electricity gains highlight
areas where the recovery is
still incomplete,” Mr. Sha-
ran sakl “From a credit
rating  perspective,  sus-
tained manufacturing and
imvestment  momenium
support credit strength,
though uneven demand
means fundamentals are
still evobving”

Static Linkages

[IP is a composite indicator measuring short-
term changes in industrial output.

Base Year: 2011-12 (as per MOSPI).
Three sectors in lIP:

o Manufacturing (highest weight ~77%)

o Mining

o Electricity

Use-based classification:

o Primary goods, Capital goods, Intermediate

goods

o Infrastructure/Construction goods

o Consumer durables & non-durables
Industrial growth is a key indicator of
economic development (NCERT - Indian
Economic Development).
Linked with Gross Value Added (GVA) under
Industry sector.
Capital goods growth reflects future
productive capacity creation.
Consumption trends linked to aggregate
demand (Keynesian theory).

Critical Analysis
Positives

Strong capital goods growth - revival of
investment cycle

Manufacturing expansion - industrial
resilience

Infrastructure push - supports long-term
growth

Concerns

Weak consumer demand - stress in incomes &
purchasing power

Sectoral imbalance (mining, electricity
slowdown)

Risk of K-shaped recovery

Growth dependent on government capex

Way Forward

Stimulate consumption demand (rural + urban)
Encourage private sector investment

Improve energy and mining efficiency
Maintain balance between investment-led and
demand-led growth



Spain denies U.S. permission to use airspace for
‘illegal’ war on Iran, widening rift with Trump

ed Press

MABRED
Spain s dosed its sir

space 20 LS. planes i
wobved in the [ran war, the

country’s Defience Mimister 1

sald on Mondy, marking
amcther step in the govem-

ment's opgsition o U5 B

Esraeli imvolvement in

the conlict in West Asia.
The couniry had aleea:
dly said {hat the LS. could
mot wse jointly-operated
miliary bases in the ran
conflict, which Spanksh
Primse Manister Peddro Sam-
her has deseribed 3 ille

gal, recibess and unjus.
Minister Margarita Ko
bles said on Monday ihat
the same logic applied b
the wse of Spanish sirspace

il X

~This was madke perfect:
Iy chear 1o the American
military and foroes from
the very beginning, There
fore, neither the bases are
ised, nor, of course,
& the use of Spanish xir-
spate mmhorised for any

Frotesters hoid caricansnes of LLS. Fresident Denabd Trump and krse P Benjamin Ketsnyaha in
Madrid daring & demonsiracion undes the skogan ‘down with Tremg and Zioniss’ ke

actions related 1o the war
i Iran.” bis. Robles said.
Spaln's povernment s
dex Mr. Sanches, one of Eu
Tope’s most promsinent beft-
wing leaders. bas been Bu
rope’s boudest apposing
wisce sgainad U5, and 15
el miliary acthons in

West asia. He has called on
the L5, lsrael and Iran to
e the war, saying carlicr
this month: ~You cannot
respond o one illegality
with  snother,  because
that's how  bumanity's
et disaner heiggn,”
Alter Mr, Sancher’s fo-

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

e Spain has closed its airspace to U.S. military

aircraft involved in the Iran conflict.

e Spain had earlier denied use of joint U.S.-Spain

military bases (Rota, Mordn) for operations

related to the war.
e Spanish PM Pedro Sanchez termed U.S.-Israel
actions in West Asia as “illegal, reckless, and
unjust.”
e This reflects deepening divergence within
NATO allies over the Iran conflict.

e Simultaneously, Iran is debating withdrawal
from the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty,

vernment denied the LS.
use of the Rota and bMoron
military bases in scanbemn
Spakn, U5 Presidens Do
nald Trumg threasened to
cut tracde with Madrid.

16 was the bibest flareup
between Spais and the
US, which mude trade

theeats against the Eure-
pean nation last year, too,
vt Mr. Samchez said thay
his genernenent would not
Encrease its defience spend:
ing in accordance with a
ramp-iap agreed o by oth-
ef NATO members follow:
ing pressurne from  Mr

Trunsp.

At the time, Mr. San-
chez's government said
shat Spain could meet s

milliary commitments

by
spending L1% of gross | seek

domeszic product on de-
ferce, irstead af the £% the
rest af the 32ravion il
wary alliamoe agreed upen,

Viscal crithe
Mr. Sanchez was also
amvong the moi vocal it
i of lsraels actions in the
wear in Gaza, which imvised
criticisn from ksraels go-
vermment on several occa
shons. ~1 think everyone
ks Spain's position; it's
very chear” Ms. Robles
ik, calfingg ihe war in Iran
predousdly illegal and
profoursdly usjust”

citing attacks on its nuclear facilities.

e Conflict escalation includes targeted strikes on
Iranian nuclear infrastructure and strategic

figures.

Key Points
* Spain’s decision:

o Denial of airspace + military bases to U.S.

o Highlights internal disagreements within

for Iran-related operations.
o Assertion of sovereign control over

territory and airspace under international

law.

NATO tensions:
o Spain resisted increasing defence spending

to 5% GDP, proposing ~2.1%.

NATO.

U.S.-Spain friction:

o U.S. (under Donald Trump) threatened
trade retaliation.

Iran’s nuclear stance:

o Iran remains an NPT signatory but is
reviewing exit.
o Claims right to peaceful nuclear

enrichment under Article IV of NPT.

concerns of:

Strategic developments:
o Attacks on Iranian nuclear facilities raise

Iranian Parliament
mulls possible exit
from nuclear treaty

DA

Iran’s Parlisment is review-
ing a possfhe exdt from the
Nuchear Non-Profferation
Tresty (8FT), Foreion Mi-
nistry spokesperson B
miail Baghae sad on Mon-
day, while Insisting that
Tehran has not and will mot
nuchear weapons.
“What ks the benefit of
joining a treaty in which
Tullyirg pasmies a1 the in-
termational level nor anby
o not allow us to bemefit
froem it rights ban aluo as
tack our muchear Gl
Mr. Baghaei said, adding
that Tehran would respect
thie treaty as bong as itis a
memsher, bran says its m-
clear programme ks for
peaceiul purpose and tha
i a signatory of the NPT &t
has the right o peaceful
nuclear enrichment. "Re-
garding membership in
this treaty, regardless of

Navy commander
killed in Israchi
sirike, says Iran

TEHRAN
Vo canfiemed o Mondlay that
a0 |57 St haed Rilbed the
commander of the naval force
hthe Revaltionary Guards,
who loael had s2id was
respomible for the Slaciang of
thet Sarait of Hormur Aliners
Targpsiri “suntcismbsed b severe
injurien”, it 1k » MAGE 14

our clear position on the
prohitition of all weapans
of mass destruction, this is
genuinely a debate 1aking
within pblic opi

tary beved” he added,

In june 2003, the U5,
and Israed amtacked Iran's
boy muclear facilities. In
ihe ongoing war, lsrael tar-
gebed s nuchess il
tless agadn,

= Nuclear proliferation

= Regional instability

= Threats to Strait of Hormuz (critical
energy chokepoint)

itatic Linkages

Sovereignty and territorial integrity under

UN Charter (Article 2)

Airspace control as part of state sovereignty

(Chicago Convention, 1944)

Collective security vs strategic autonomy in

alliances

Nuclear non-proliferation regime:

o NPT pillars: Non-proliferation,
Disarmament, Peaceful use

Strait of Hormuz:

o ~20% of global oil trade passes through
it (Energy security concept)

Balance of power & Realism in International

Relations

Critical Analysis
Positives

Assertion of strategic autonomy by Spain
Reinforces international law and
sovereignty norms

Prevents escalation by restricting military
logistics

Encourages diplomatic resolution over
militarism

Concerns

Weakens NATO cohesion during crisis

May embolden adversaries due to lack of
unified Western response

Risks economic retaliation (trade tensions)
Iran’s possible NPT exit may trigger:

o Nuclear arms race in West Asia

o Collapse of global non-proliferation

framework

Stakeholder Perspectives

Spain: Legal, ethical opposition to war

U.S.: Strategic/military necessity

Iran: Security + sovereignty concerns

EU: Divided response

Global South: Support for rule-based order
vs power politics

Way Forward

Strengthen multilateral diplomacy (UN-led
dialogue)

Revive nuclear negotiations (e.g., JCPOA-
type frameworks)

Ensure freedom of navigation in Strait of
Hormuz

Promote balanced NATO decision-making
respecting member sovereignty

Reform global governance to ensure equity
in treaty enforcement (NPT credibility)
Encourage de-escalation through
confidence-building measures (CBMs)



Lentre eyes new reguiaton
to cover social media users

B s v asmnad 1T Rules e alliow K6 Ministry 10 seencd eaddonn notioes: o idividusil asers
for st Iniernet Froodom Il i ‘msstve evparedon of urconst utional comonhip

Asoen Gieep s 0 peain

W CHLHI

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

e The Union Government has proposed
amendments to the Information Technology
(Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media
Ethics Code) Rules, 2021.

e The amendments aim to:

o Allow the Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting (I1&B) to issue takedown
notices to individual users, not just digital
news publishers.

o Strengthen enforcement of government
advisories to intermediaries.

* Non-compliance with advisories from the
Ministry of Electronics and Information
Technology may lead to loss of “safe harbour”
protection.

¢ Civil society organisations like the Internet
Freedom Foundation have criticised the move
as excessive censorship.

* The proposal comes amid increasing takedown
orders, including against alleged deepfakes
and misinformation.

Key Points

o Expansion of ScopekEarlier: Takedown
notices applicable mainly to publishers of
news & current affairs.

o Now: Extended to individual users posting
such content.

o Safe Harbour ProvisionUnder Section 79 of
the IT Act, 2000, intermediaries (e.g., social
media platforms) are protected from
liability for user-generated content.

o Non-compliance with government orders
may remove this protection - platforms
become legally liable.

o Reduced Compliance TimelineTakedown
timeline reduced from 24-36 hours to ~2-3
hours (Feb amendment).

o Inter-Departmental Committee (IDC)
ChangesEarlier: Only handled Code of
Ethics violations.

o Now: Can hear:

= Any grievance from lower levels

= Matters referred directly by the
Ministry

= - Expanded executive oversight

o Legal Basis for BlockingSection 69A of the
IT Act, 2000: Enables government to issue
binding blocking orders for sovereignty,
security, etc.

o Judicial ContextCertain provisions of IT
Rules are under judicial scrutiny by High
Courts (Madras & Bombay).

Static Linkages

e Freedom of speech subject to reasonable
restrictions (Art. 19(2)).

e Doctrine of proportionality in restrictions on
fundamental rights.

* Difference between publisher vs intermediary
liability.

* Role of delegated legislation (rules under
parent Act).

* Principles of natural justice in quasi-judicial
bodies.

¢ Judicial review over executive actions.

Critical Analysis
Pros
e Tackles fake news & deepfakes
e Enhances platform accountability
e Faster response mechanism
Cons
* Risk of executive overreach
e Chilling effect on free speech
e Weak safeguards & transparency
e Burden on intermediaries

Way Forward
e Clear legal definitions (fake news, deepfake)
e Strengthen judicial oversight
e Ensure transparency & accountability
e Balance security with civil liberties



Earliest Census data set to be available in 2027,
India has fewer villages than during Census 2011

NEW DELHI

As Census 3027 Is being

enissioner of Inddia, said on

Monday.
He said the casbe enum-:
eration methodology for

data keved in during sell-
ermumseriion woukl be ver-
Hied by enumerators dur- 16
ng doorao-door visit amd M. Narayan sald the self-
the option was anly avall:  enumeration portal, availa:
ble for residents living in Ble in 16 languages, would
india, e said, allaying con be livefroem April 1 10 18 for
cerms af data  residents of the Andaman
and Nicobar Blands, Goa,
Karmataka, Sikkim, Odisha,
§ 1948, the Cersus data are  Lakshadweep,  Mizoram
¢ confidential and the ress  and the NDMC and Delli
§  pondents are fo answer 0 Canionment arcas. Selfen-
umeratian option would

ivstigation.”

S manipulation.
“As per the Censis Act

¥ o

L 0 the best of their know
e, vt Bivmai Dk (L] Sddbesiangthe

the second phase was yet  Mritusisy Femae bedige. aggregate data  be availabile 15 days before
1o be finalived, and. ek om Cerus BIT i Mew Delni on Monday soom ousevisey s releated, an individual’s  the fir of Census -
were  studying  mualiple ata cannot be shared with — the House Listing Opera-
siggestions. receted on by ofe to 36 disticts  Commissioner. States o even the judi tors (HLO) beging, The
the subject. from 640 to 784, an in- Mr. Marayan sald West  and do pot also comse un:  window for the firs phase

Duts shared by Census  crease of 144; sub<dissricts  Bemygal was the only State  der the purdiew of the i April 1-Seprember 30 for
officials show that com: by 1,102 - from 5590 to  that had noi notfied the  Right to Information Aci  all Swates. The second

in the mumber of villyges
by over 1000 and an in-
crease B urban  settle-
Eents ~ STAlTy 1owns
and Cernsus wowns,

From Census 2001, the  6.39.902, acconding to the
mumber of 5tates and Un-
ion Territories increased

. %092; staiuiory towns by Census process, and while  (KTI). Census data cannot
LOET - from 4,041 10 5,128;  deliberations were on with  be used to provide reserva-
byG88 -  the State povernment, it tion bemefits 1o amy indivi-
from 3802 10 4550, The  had time ol September 30 dual” Mr. Narayan sid
mamber of villgpes de- 10 CaTY ouil the exeEncie.
Thiis would be the first  conference befoee the firs 3
in 200 o digial Census, first toen- phase of Census kicks off  ed In February 2027,
i umerate caste and first to on Apeil 1in 3 -
adminisiative wnit data  allow a sel-cnumeration  He said Census data were
presented by the  opfioniorespondents. The  beond the “scope of  the data,” he said

phase - popubition emum-
eraticn where each indhvi-
dual’s information in the
household, such as reli-

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

India will conduct its first digital Census in
2027, marking a major shift in data collection
methodology.
It will also be the first Census to include caste
enumeration (method still under finalisation).
The exercise will be conducted in two phases:
o House Listing Operations (HLO): April-
September 2026
o Population Enumeration: February 2027
Significant administrative and demographic
changes since Census 2011 highlight increasing
urbanisation and restructuring of districts and
towns.
The process continues to be governed by the
Census Act, 1948, ensuring strict
confidentiality.

Key Points

The 2027 Census introduces a fully digital
mode of data collection, where enumerators
will use electronic devices instead of paper
schedules, improving efficiency and reducing
errors.

A major innovation is the self-enumeration
facility, allowing citizens to submit their data
online in advance through a multilingual portal.
However, this information will still be verified
physically by enumerators to maintain
reliability.

The Census will, for the first time, include
comprehensive caste data collection since
independence, though the methodology is still
under discussion due to its political and social
sensitivity.

Data trends since 2011 show a clear rise in
urbanisation, reflected in the increase in
statutory and census towns, alongside a slight
decline in the number of villages. This
indicates a gradual structural transformation
of the Indian economy.

e Administrative units have expanded

significantly, with an increase in districts, sub-
districts, and urban settlements, which has
implications for governance, resource
allocation, and policy targeting.

The Census maintains strict confidentiality
provisions under the Census Act, 1948.
Individual-level data cannot be shared with
any authority, including courts, and is not
subject to the RTI Act. Only aggregated data is
published.

Static Linkages
e Census conducted under Census Act, 1948 by

Registrar General of India.
Decennial exercise (regular since 1881).
Distinction between:

o Statutory towns (legal notification)

o Census towns (demographic criteria)
SECC 2011: caste data collected but not fully
released.

Urbanisation linked with economic
development and structural transformation.

Critical Analysis
Advantages

Digital approach enhances speed,
transparency, and accuracy
Self-enumeration reduces burden on
administration

Caste data can improve targeted welfare
delivery

Better urban data helps in infrastructure
planning

Challenges

Digital divide may lead to exclusion of
marginalised groups

Concerns over data privacy and cybersecurity
Political sensitivity around caste enumeration
Risk of data inaccuracies in self-reporting

Way Forward

Strengthen data protection and cybersecurity
measures

Ensure digital inclusion and awareness
campaigns

Develop a transparent caste enumeration
framework

Improve training and accountability of
enumerators

Use Census data effectively for policy design
and evaluation



The continued pursuit of the perfect election
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“KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

Legislative Assembly elections announced in
Assam, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, West Bengal, and
Puducherry after Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls.

SIR aimed at removing duplicate, shifted, and
deceased voters, but led to political
controversy.

Large-scale election exercise involving ~17.4
crore voters and ~2.19 lakh polling stations.
Reduction in polling phases (e.g., West Bengal)
indicating administrative efficiency.

ECI focusing on addressing Money, Muscle,
Misinformation, and MCC violations (4Ms).

Key Points

Section 28A of Representation of the People
Act ensures election officials are under ECI
control.

Deployment of ~25 lakh officials, including
security personnel and observers.

Use of webcasting and surveillance teams to
ensure transparency.

Seizure of large-scale inducements (cash,
liquor, goods) during elections.

Growing challenge of misinformation, including
deepfakes and digital manipulation.
Regulation of political advertisements through
pre-certification norms.

SVEEP programme improving voter awareness
and participation.

Static Linkages

Universal Adult Franchise ensures equal
political participation

Article 324 provides constitutional status to
Election Commission

Free and fair elections form part of Basic
Structure doctrine

Electoral rolls revision is a continuous
statutory process

Model Code of Conduct is a non-statutory
ethical guideline

Role of technology in governance and
transparency

Critical Analysis

Enhances credibility of elections through
better monitoring and technology

Reduction in phases improves administrative
efficiency

Electoral roll revision increases accuracy but
raises concerns of bias

Persistent role of money power and freebies
undermines fairness

Misinformation and deepfakes pose new-age
threats

Balancing regulation with freedom of speech
remains challenging

Heavy deployment of forces may raise
concerns of over-centralisation

Way Forward

Provide legal backing to Model Code of
Conduct

Strengthen regulation of political funding and
freebies

Develop robust mechanisms to counter
misinformation and deepfakes

Ensure transparency in electoral roll revision
processes

Enhance institutional independence and
accountability of ECI

Promote voter awareness for ethical electoral
participation
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

India faced an LPG supply crisis in March 2026
due to disruptions in West Asia amid
geopolitical conflict.

Closure/threat to the Strait of Hormuz affected
LPG imports, through which ~90% of India’s
LPG imports transit.

India imports nearly 60% of its LPG
consumption, exposing vulnerability to
external shocks.

The crisis exposed structural weaknesses in
the Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY),
despite its large-scale expansion of LPG
access.

Rising LPG prices (60 increase in March 2026)
and supply bottlenecks disproportionately
affected poor households.

Key Points

PMUY has provided over 10.33 crore LPG
connections to women from BPL households
since 2016.

National LPG coverage expanded significantly
to cover ~32.83 crore households.

Around 25% of PMUY beneficiaries use LPG
minimally (one or no refill annually), indicating
affordability constraints.

India lacks a dedicated strategic LPG reserve;
existing Strategic Petroleum Reserves cover
only ~9.5 days of crude oil demand.
Transition from kerosene-based PDS to LPG
reduced direct state control over fuel supply.
Supply chain heavily dependent on global
markets rather than sovereign distribution
systems.

Social inequities persist: SC/ST households
show 10-30% lower LPG access than upper
castes.
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e Gender dimension: women are beneficiaries
but lack control over supply stability and
pricing decisions.

Static Linkages

e Energy security depends on diversification,
strategic reserves, and domestic capacity.

e Welfare state obligations include ensuring
availability, accessibility, and affordability of
essential goods.

e Public Distribution System historically ensured

controlled supply of essential commodities.
* Global chokepoints (e.g., Strait of Hormuz) are
critical in international trade geography.
* Inclusive growth requires addressing social

inequalities (caste, gender, rural-urban divide).

* Subsidy reforms and Direct Benefit Transfer
aim to reduce leakages but may not ensure
supply continuity.

Critical Analysis
Pros
e Improved clean energy access
e Reduced indoor pollution
¢ Women empowerment (time saving)
Cons
e Import dependence - vulnerability
* No buffer stock for LPG
e Affordability limits actual usage
e Welfare = access, not continuity
e Socialinequality in access
e Gender burden persists

Way Forward
e Create strategic LPG reserves
* Diversify import sources/routes
e Targeted subsidy for poorest
* Promote alternatives (biogas - GOBARdhan
Scheme)
e Expand PNG network
e Crisis management framework
e Strengthen last-mile delivery



Going downhill
A ground invasion of Iran will only
make matters worse for the US,

resident Donald Trump s made several
P self-contradictory statements ever since

the U5, and srael anacked Iran on Fe-
bruary 28, making it increasingly difficult to take
anything that he says about the war seriously. In
the early days, he insisted that the conflict would
end soon, but it has now entered its second
month. On March 21, he threatened 1o strike
Iran's power plants in 48 hours unless Tehran re-
opened the Strait of Hormuz. The wateraay re-
mains under Iranian control, and Mr. Trump has
extended his deadline twice. Despite his repeat-
ed claims that U.5. forces destroyed Iran's mili-
tary capabilities, Tehran continues o attack LS,
bases in the Persian Gulf and Israel. Last week,
LU.5. media reported that an Iranian strike at the
Prince Sultan Alr Base in Saudi Arabia damaged
an elite E-3 Sentry AWACS aircraft and several
KC-135 aerial refuelling tankers. Mr. Trump now
says that his administration is in talks with Iran
and a deal is possible. But Iran says that it has got
a US. proposal to end the war and has made its
counter-proposal. The US. wants Iran to aban-
don its nuckear programme, limit 15 missile pro-
gramme and reopen the Strait; Tehran demands
war reparations, guaraniees against future at-
tacks and an end to fighting on “all fronts”. Amid
disputed claims abour the talks, the US. s also
sending more combat troeps o West Asia in
preparation for a possible ground anack.

Mr. Trump appears to have no easy exit. The
Strait of Hormauz was open before he launched
the war. Ending the conflict mow while the water-
way remains under Iranian control would seem
like a defeat. The U.5. had a robust milicary foot-
print in the region. Today, most American bases
in the Gulf have been bartered, In Iran, Ayatollah
Ali Khamenel's assassination voided his fatwa
against the nuclear bomb, and its parliament is
considering withdrawing from the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty, Crude prices, under $80 a
barrel before the war, are now hovering around
5114 a barrel. Iran, which was under heavy sanc-
thons, ks making more money now because of ihe
wartime sanctions relief. This war is already a dis-
aster for the LS., and Mr, Trump would worsen it
by sending ground roops. The LS. has not mo-
bilised enough combat troops to launch a large-
scale ground invasion. Many argue that the U5,
could try to seize some islands in the Gulf for lev-
erage, but any attack would be extremely risky
for both troops and the global economy. Mr.
Trump's escalaory rhetorle, including threass 1
strike Iran’s civilian infrastructure only under-
scores his desperation. Instead of digging deeper
into the hole he has put himself in, he must start
looking for a way out. A ground attack would
close even the few remaining offramps he has.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News
e The United States under Donald Trump, along
with Israel, launched strikes on Iran (Feb 28,
2026).
e Conflict has prolonged beyond initial
expectations, entering its second month.
* |ran continues retaliatory attacks on U.S. bases
in the Persian Gulf and Israel.
e Strategic tensions over the Strait of Hormuz
remain unresolved.
* Reports indicate damage to key U.S. military
assets in the Gulf region.
* Diplomatic negotiations are ongoing but with
sharply divergent demands.
¢ Rising oil prices and geopolitical instability
have global economic implications.

Key Points

¢ U.S. demands: Iran to abandon nuclear
programme, curb missile programme, and
reopen Strait of Hormuz.

* Iran’s counter-demands: war reparations,
security guarantees, cessation of hostilities.

* Iran considering withdrawal from Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty.

e Oil prices surged from below $80 to ~$114 per
barrel due to supply risks.

e U.S. military bases in the Gulf have sustained
significant damage.

e Possible escalation: U.S. troop mobilisation for
potential ground invasion.

e Strategic miscalculation: Strait was open pre-
conflict; closure now worsens U.S. position.

* |ran benefiting economically via indirect
sanctions relief amid wartime demand.

Static Linkages

e Strait of Hormuz handles ~20% of global oil
trade (Energy security relevance).

* NPT (1968): pillars—non-proliferation,
disarmament, peaceful use of nuclear energy.

e Gulf region as a geopolitical hotspot due to
hydrocarbon reserves.

e Concept of “Chokepoints” in maritime trade
routes.

e Qil price shocks and their macroeconomic
impact (inflation, CAD).

e War powers and executive decision-making in
democracies.

e Balance of power theory in international
relations.

* Role of deterrence and nuclear doctrine.

Critical Analysis

e U.S. credibility weakened due to prolonged
conflict.

e Risk of regional war escalation.

e Threat to global energy security.

* Iran’s possible NPT exit » nuclear proliferation
risk.

e Economic impact: inflation, trade disruptions.

* Ethicalissue: targeting civilian infrastructure.

Way Forward
* Immediate ceasefire via diplomacy.
* Revive nuclear deal framework.
e Secure Hormuz under international
cooperation.
e De-escalation through negotiations.
e Energy diversification globally.



Spirit of the law

Any attempt to police faith will
result in high-handedness

egislation passed by Maharashira and
I Chhattisgarh recently on religious comver-

sions misleadingly claims 1o protect free-
dom of religion but effectively does the opposite.
Laws made by both States restrict the individual
freedom of faith through requirements of prior
permission from the state, public disclosure, and
by shifting the burden of proof to the accused.
These States now join at least 10 others in having
detaibed legal restrictions on an indhddual’s right
to practise and profess any religion of their
choice, It is true that the state has a duty to pro-
tect all citizens from force and fraud, But when
that principle is applied to test whether a per-
son's religious fith is an outcome of criminal
force or fraud, it is a leap into chaotic darkness
even with the best of intentions. What goes on In
a person’s mind, such as matters of faith, is not
accessible o anather person in its entirety, and
any attempt to police faith will invariably lead to
high-handedness, A batch of petitions challeng-
ing these laws has been pending before the Su-
preme Court of India, and the final status of the
new laws in Maharashtra and Chhartisgarh will al-
sobe linked to the final determination of the con-
stitutbonality of such laws by the Court. Mean-
while, the laws will disturb social order and
harmony, achieving the exact opposite of what
they purportedly set out to do.

The provisions are harsh, intrusive and auth-
oritarian. Under the Maharashtra law, a person
intending to corvert must give 60 days" notice
and seek prior permission from a designated
authority. Conversion must be registered within
25 days, or it will be weated s mull and vobd. The
authority will publish the notice locally, includ-
ing at the relevant gram panchayat, inviting ob-
jections within 30 days. If objections are re-
ceived, the authority may direct police 0
conduct an inquiry. The Chhattisgarh legislation
also has similar provisions, but additionally ex-
empis reconversion to one's ancesiral religion
from its purview. Even community religious gath-
erings can attract provisions of the Chhattisgarh
law, which replaces a 1968 law made by undivid-
ed Madhya Pradesh, Anti-conversion laws are
premised on a lack of agency of the individual
and driven by an ideological framework that links
nationality to faith. In a less passionate and more
reasonable framing, a person’s change of faith is
no different from their decishon to change their
passport, political affiliation, or place of resi-
dence — all of which are legal, In any case, reli-
gions have no basis in verifiable scientific facts,
and prepagation of religion, a constitutionally
guaranteed right, can easily be misrepresemted
as fraud. By seeking to resolve a problem that
does not exist, the Bharatiya Janata Party Is serv-
ing only its own narmow political interests.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

Maharashtra and Chhattisgarh have recently
enacted/strengthened laws regulating religious
conversions.

These laws mandate prior permission, public
notice, and administrative scrutiny before
conversion.

They join several other States (e.g., Odisha, MP,
UP, Gujarat) that have enacted anti-conversion
laws.

A batch of petitions challenging such laws is
pending before the Supreme Court of India.
The debate centers on balancing freedom of
religion with prevention of forced or
fraudulent conversions.

Key Points

Maharashtra law requires:

o 60 days’ prior notice to district authorities.

o Registration of conversion within 25 days.

o Public disclosure inviting objections.

Chhattisgarh law:

o Similar provisions with additional
exemption for “reconversion” to ancestral
religion.

o Extends to community religious events.

Burden of proof often shifts to the accused
(person facilitating conversion).

Laws empower administration and police to
inquire into “intent” behind conversion.
Critics argue these provisions:
o Restrict individual autonomy.
o Enable surveillance of personal belief
systems.
Supporters argue:
o Necessary to prevent coercion, fraud, or
inducement-based conversions.

Static Linkages

Article 25: Freedom of conscience and right to
freely profess, practise and propagate religion
(subject to public order, morality, health).
Article 26: Freedom to manage religious affairs.
Reasonable restrictions doctrine under Part 1.
Doctrine of Essential Religious Practices
(developed by judiciary).

Indian Penal Code provisions on fraud,
coercion, undue influence.

Federal structure: “Public order” is a State
subject (State List).

Constituent Assembly debates emphasized
individual conscience over state control.

Critical Analysis
Pros

Prevents forced/fraudulent conversions.
Maintains public order.

Cons

Violates freedom of conscience.

Prior permission - state interference in
personal belief.

Privacy concerns due to public notice.

Burden of proof reversal » against criminal law
principles.

Scope for misuse/harassment.

Way Forward

Define “force”, “fraud”, “inducement” clearly.
Replace prior permission with simple
intimation.

Ensure judicial (not executive) oversight.
Protect privacy and dignity.

Use existing IPC provisions effectively.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News
e Coordinated military strikes by the U.S. and
Israel on Iran since February 28 have escalated
into a prolonged regional conflict affecting
Gulf security and global energy markets
e [ran’s retaliatory actions, including attacks on
U.S. assets and potential blockade of the Strait
of Hormuz, have widened the theatre of
conflict with risks of NATO involvement
e The conflict has triggered massive
humanitarian losses and severe disruptions in
global oil and gas supply chains
* Theintervention lacks explicit authorization
from international legal bodies, raising

questions over legitimacy and erosion of global

governance norms

Key Points
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Principles of International
Humanitarian Law (Geneva
Conventions): distinction,
proportionality, necessity
Concept of sovereignty and
territorial integrity in international
relations

Non-alignment and strategic
autonomy in foreign policy

Energy security and critical maritime
chokepoints (Strait of Hormuz)
Role of International Court of
Justice in dispute resolution
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Critical Analysis
e Undermines rules-based

* No UN Security Council authorization or clear
evidence of imminent nuclear threat used to
justify the attack

* Alleged violations of international
humanitarian law principles: distinction,
proportionality, and military necessity

* Increasing trend of unilateral military actions
undermining post-World War Il global order

e Strategic importance of Strait of Hormuz: ~20%

of global oil trade passes through it (Energy
Information Administration)
* Rising geopolitical polarization with Global
South questioning Western interventionism
e |ndia has adopted a balanced stance
emphasizing de-escalation, dialogue, and
protection of national interests

Static Linkages
e UN Charter: Article 2(4) prohibits use of force
except in self-defense or UNSC authorization

international order and weakens
credibility of UN system

Sets dangerous precedent for
regime change interventions
violating sovereignty
Humanitarian crisis and civilian
casualties raise ethical concerns
Energy market volatility impacts
developing economies
disproportionately

Highlights asymmetry of power in
global governance structures
India faces strategic dilemma:
balancing relations with U.S., Iran,
and Gulf nations

Decline of multilateralism and rise of
unilateral coercive diplomacy

Way Forward

Strengthening multilateral
institutions like UN and reform of
UNSC

Promoting diplomatic negotiations
and ceasefire mechanisms
Ensuring adherence to international
humanitarian law

Diversification of energy sources to
reduce dependence on conflict-
prone regions

India to play proactive role as
mediator leveraging its strategic
autonomy

Building consensus among Global
South for rules-based order
Enhancing maritime security and
safeguarding trade routes



If war continues, cracks will
show in fuel price ceiling

HEGOVERNMENT has kowered the excice duty on
‘petrod and diesel to protect the consumer as of naw,
Ui ruod e i Ehat this situation will persist. There
G b action i cfthe
war in Wiest Asla and the priceof olll At present. the
peice of fusl at the pump i unchanged for public-sector com-
panies, while one private compay has anncunced an increase,
Sa for how borg can the retadl price be heldon to?
Letuslopkat thestructuresl petrol pricesin Delhi. At pres-
ent. ane litre of petral costs Rs 95, Of this, the actual price
charged by the ol marketing companies (OMCs) to he dealee
isasound twe-hirds ofthe il price o RS 63/litre post the ex-
ise cut. The exctse component s now anound 126 per cent =
this i the amount that the government eams at Bs 1150/ ire.
The dealer commdssion Is around 4.6 per cent or Ks 440 per
lizre, And then there ks the value-added tu, which ks 16.2 per
P VAT, whichi an el vakarem basis,
ks ome part of the price that varkes scToss states, This explains
why the price ol petral varies acroms states.
So far, the burden of higher ol prices i being berne by the
OMCs, The 6.6 per cent shaze inthe final price also includes &
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duced as the cost of crude goes up. The interesting bit s that
whille Brent had peaked at $118.4/barrel on March 20, the
weighted averige price far lndia B close 1o S150 per barrel As
of March 24, the sverage price was $147/barrel. The price was
$71on February 7, which was just before the war began. Add
10 this the aupes nof 3 Sper centdurk period
from February 37to March 25, andthe cost isup funther. tean
b e froams this that as longas the Centre and statesshare in
the stathe final price remadns unchanged. the same ks absarbssd
tryihe OMCs,

Blisre, it rsaist e poiritid ot that the OMCS carmed a highee
peofit whenthe pei ool ofl came downiothe range of $60:70 per
earred as e consusmer price was unchargged a8 Re95/Ete and
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

e The Union Government reduced excise duty on
petrol amid rising global crude oil prices
triggered by geopolitical tensions in West Asia.

* Despite the tax cut, retail fuel prices have
largely remained unchanged due to increasing
crude oil costs and rupee depreciation.

e Qil Marketing Companies (OMCs) are currently
absorbing the increased burden instead of
passing it on fully to consumers.

* Brent crude prices surged from around
$71/barrel (pre-conflict) to ~$147-150/barrel in
March.

e Fiscal implications arise as excise duty
collections are projected at ¥3.88 lakh crore in
FY27 (Budget estimate).

Key Points
e Petrol price in Delhi = ¥95/litre; composition:
o OMC base price = ¥63/litre (~66.6%)
o Excise duty = ¥11.9/litre (~12.6%)
o Dealer commission = ¥4.4/litre (~4.6%)
o VAT = 16.2% (varies across states due to ad
valorem nature)

* Rising crude prices + rupee depreciation
(~3.3%) - increased import cost.

* OMCs’ profit margins shrink when crude rises;
earlier windfall gains (at $60-70/barrel) were
partially taxed via windfall tax.

e Current price stability is artificial—burden
shifted to OMCs, not consumers.

e States’ VAT flexibility leads to inter-state fuel price
variation.
e Trade-off:
o Higher prices » inflation risk
o Lower taxes ~ fiscal deficit risk

Static Linkages

e |ndia imports ~85% of its crude oil requirement (Economic
Survey).

e Fuel taxation is a major indirect tax source (Union + State
finances).

e VAT isimposed under State List (Seventh Schedule,
Constitution of India).

e Excise duty is levied by the Union under Central taxation
powers.

e [nflation transmission: fuel prices affect WPI & CPI via
cost-push inflation.

e Exchange rate depreciation increases import bill (Balance
of Payments concept - NCERT Macroeconomics).

e Windfall tax concept linked to supernormal profits in
extractive industries.

Critical Analysis

e Pros
o Excise cut provides immediate relief potential to
consumers.
o Helps contain inflation during global uncertainty.
o Political economy consideration—protects consumer
sentiment.
e Cons
o Revenue loss affects fiscal deficit and welfare
spending capacity.
o Artificial price control burdens OMCs, affecting their
financial health.
o Delayed price revision can lead to sudden shocks
later.
o Weakens price signals - discourages energy efficiency.
e Stakeholder Perspective
o Consumers: benefit from stable prices but face future
uncertainty.
Government: balancing inflation vs fiscal stability.
OMCs: profit compression and under-recoveries.
States: reluctant to cut VAT due to revenue
dependence.
e Challenges
o Volatile global oil market due to geopolitical tensions.
o Exchange rate instability.
o Managing inflation alongside growth slowdown risks
(EL Niflo impact on food inflation).

Way Forward

e Gradual and calibrated pass-through of fuel price
increases to avoid shocks.

e Rationalization of fuel taxes (long-term inclusion under
GST debated).

e Strengthening strategic petroleum reserves to cushion
volatility.

e Diversification of energy sources (renewables, biofuels,
EVs).

e Coordinated Centre-State fiscal response (shared tax
burden reduction).



Sex test in sports takes
toll on right to equality

ASTWEEK, the International Olympic Committee (I0C)

banned transgender women and athletes with differ-

endes in sex development, with some exceptions, from

competing in the women's categories for elite sporting
eventssuchasOlympic Games, Thedecision isapparently based
on apprehensionsabotit the unfairadvantages these athletes may
enjoy due tobiological reasons. The [OC also mandated a once-
in-a-lifetime SRY test or sex test for women athletes. Until now,
the Committee had left the matter to intemnational federations.
‘The new policy, the latest in a series of bans and rollbacks, is os-
tensibly toensure standardisation — since the “smallest mangins”
can change outcomes inelite sports. With the 2028 Los Angeles
Olympics comingup, it may also have been motivated by adesire
o avoid conflict with the Donald Trump administration, which
has banned trans women from women's spors.

Questionsof accuracyand reliability surmround the Sex-deter-
mining Region Y (SRY) test. Biological sex is determined by an
interplay of chromosomal, gonadal, hormonal, and phenotypic
factors. Only testing positive for the SRY gene does not mean that
an athlete benefits from the hormone it produces. There is also
noconclusive evidence that transgender women hold an athletic
advantage over cisgender women. In fact, after the 1996 Olym-
pics, the I0C had started phasingout universal sex testing, stating
that itwasan inaccurate metric todetermine sex and athletic ad-
vantage, besides beingunethical. Sex testing alse disproportion-
ately impacts women from the Global South and women of col-
our. Their genetic makeup diverges from the Eurocentric
standards used for most testing and eligibility critera.

The ban, alongside mandatory medical testing for women,
undermines principles of equality—male athletes do not have to
crossthe medicaltesthurdle, It raises theentrybarrer for athletes,
especially from low-resource backgrounds, and violateswomen'’s
dignity and privacy. It also diverts attention from the many real
obstacles women athletes face: Unequal funding, lack of access
totraining, pay disparity, gender-based viclence, besides stigma-
tisingtransgender and DSD athletes, Apolicy intended toensure
fairness for women in sports needs to be grounded in scientific
evidenoe, It cannot comeat the cost ofbasic rights, and by making
conditionsfor participation tougher forthose it claims toprotect.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

¢ [nternational Olympic Committee (IOC) has
introduced a new policy restricting
participation of transgender women and
athletes with Differences of Sex Development
(DSD) in women’s categories at elite events.

* Mandatory “once-in-a-lifetime” Sex-
determining Region Y (SRY) gene test has been
proposed for female athletes.

e Earlier, IOC had left eligibility rules to
international sports federations; this marks a
shift toward centralised regulation.

e Decision comes ahead of 2028 Los Angeles
Olympics and amid global debates on fairness
in women’s sports.

Key Points

* SRY gene is located on the Y chromosome and
is associated with male sex determination, but
sex differentiation involves chromosomal,
hormonal, and phenotypic factors.

e Scientific consensus remains inconclusive
regarding athletic advantage of transgender
women over cisgender women.

e |OC had phased out universal sex testing after
the 1996 Olympics citing inaccuracy and
ethical concerns.

* Policy aims to ensure “fair competition” where

marginal differences can determine outcomes.

e Critics highlight disproportionate impact on
athletes from the Global South and women of
colour due to genetic diversity.

Mandatory testing raises concerns over privacy, dignity,
and increased entry barriers.

Male athletes are not subjected to equivalent medical
scrutiny, raising equality concerns.

Static Linkages

Fundamental Rights: Articles 14 (Equality before law), 15
(Non-discrimination), 21 (Right to dignity and privacy).
Supreme Court judgment in NALSA v. Union of India
recognising transgender rights and self-identification.
Principles of inclusivity and non-discrimination in
international human rights law (Universal Declaration of
Human Rights).

Biological concepts from NCERT: Sex determination
involves chromosomes (XX/XY), hormones, and gene
expression—not a single gene.

Ethical dimensions of sports governance: fairness vs
inclusion debate.

Role of international organisations in global standard-
setting.

Critical Analysis
Pros

Ensures uniform global standards instead of fragmented
federation rules.

Addresses concerns of competitive fairness in elite
sports.

Attempts to create objective eligibility criteria.

Cons

Scientific limitations: SRY test alone cannot determine
athletic advantage.

Violates privacy and bodily autonomy of athletes.
Discriminatory: Only women athletes face mandatory
testing.

Excludes marginalised groups (transgender, DSD
athletes).

Reinforces Eurocentric biological standards.

Shifts focus away from structural issues like funding
disparity and gender bias.

Stakeholder Concerns

Athletes: dignity, career opportunities, mental health.
Sports bodies: balancing fairness vs inclusion.
Governments: aligning policies with human rights
commitments.

Society: evolving understanding of gender and identity.

Way Forward

Develop evidence-based, sport-specific eligibility criteria
rather than blanket rules.

Ensure policies align with human rights principles and
scientific consensus.

Promote inclusivity through alternative competition
categories or frameworks.

Strengthen safeguards for privacy and informed consent
in testing.

Address structural inequalities: funding, training access,
and safety of women athletes.

Encourage interdisciplinary research combining sports
science, genetics, and ethics.

Greater stakeholder consultation including athletes,
medical experts, and rights groups.
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