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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The Ministry of Statistics and Programme
Implementation released the latest Index of
Industrial Production (IIP) data.
India’s industrial growth accelerated to 5.2% in
February 2026, compared to previous months.
January 2026 growth was revised upward to
5.1% (from 4.8%), indicating stronger-than-
estimated industrial recovery.
Growth is primarily investment-led, with strong
performance in manufacturing and capital
goods sectors.
However, weak consumer demand persists,
reflected in contraction in consumer goods
segments.

Key Points
Overall IIP GrowthFebruary 2026: 5.2%
January 2026 (revised): 5.1%
Sector-wise PerformanceManufacturing:

Growth rose to 6% (Feb 2026) from
5.3% (Jan)
Much higher than 2.8% in Feb 2025

Mining & Quarrying:
Slowed to 3.1% (4-month low)

Electricity:
Declined to 2.3% from 5.1%

Use-Based ClassificationCapital Goods:
Sharp rise to 12.5% (9-month high) →
indicates strong investment cycle

Infrastructure/Construction Goods:
Robust growth, signalling infrastructure
push

Consumer Durables:
Contracted -2.1% (worst in 27 months)

Consumer Non-Durables:
Contracted -0.6% (second consecutive
decline)

Growth PatternInvestment-driven growth
(Capex-led)
Weak consumption demand recovery

Static Linkages
IIP is a composite indicator measuring short-
term changes in industrial output.
Base Year: 2011–12 (as per MOSPI).
Three sectors in IIP:

Manufacturing (highest weight ~77%)
Mining
Electricity

Use-based classification:
Primary goods, Capital goods, Intermediate
goods
Infrastructure/Construction goods
Consumer durables & non-durables

Industrial growth is a key indicator of
economic development (NCERT – Indian
Economic Development).
Linked with Gross Value Added (GVA) under
Industry sector.
Capital goods growth reflects future
productive capacity creation.
Consumption trends linked to aggregate
demand (Keynesian theory).

Critical Analysis
Positives

Strong capital goods growth → revival of
investment cycle
Manufacturing expansion → industrial
resilience
Infrastructure push → supports long-term
growth

Concerns
Weak consumer demand → stress in incomes &
purchasing power
Sectoral imbalance (mining, electricity
slowdown)
Risk of K-shaped recovery
Growth dependent on government capex

Way Forward
Stimulate consumption demand (rural + urban)
Encourage private sector investment
Improve energy and mining efficiency
Maintain balance between investment-led and
demand-led growth
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Spain has closed its airspace to U.S. military
aircraft involved in the Iran conflict.
Spain had earlier denied use of joint U.S.-Spain
military bases (Rota, Morón) for operations
related to the war.
Spanish PM Pedro Sánchez termed U.S.–Israel
actions in West Asia as “illegal, reckless, and
unjust.”
This reflects deepening divergence within
NATO allies over the Iran conflict.
Simultaneously, Iran is debating withdrawal
from the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty,
citing attacks on its nuclear facilities.
Conflict escalation includes targeted strikes on
Iranian nuclear infrastructure and strategic
figures.

Key Points
Spain’s decision:

Denial of airspace + military bases to U.S.
for Iran-related operations.
Assertion of sovereign control over
territory and airspace under international
law.

NATO tensions:
Spain resisted increasing defence spending
to 5% GDP, proposing ~2.1%.
Highlights internal disagreements within
NATO.

U.S.–Spain friction:
U.S. (under Donald Trump) threatened
trade retaliation.

Iran’s nuclear stance:
Iran remains an NPT signatory but is
reviewing exit.
Claims right to peaceful nuclear
enrichment under Article IV of NPT.

Strategic developments:
Attacks on Iranian nuclear facilities raise
concerns of:

Nuclear proliferation
Regional instability
Threats to Strait of Hormuz (critical
energy chokepoint)

Static Linkages 
Sovereignty and territorial integrity under
UN Charter (Article 2)
Airspace control as part of state sovereignty
(Chicago Convention, 1944)
Collective security vs strategic autonomy in
alliances
Nuclear non-proliferation regime:

NPT pillars: Non-proliferation,
Disarmament, Peaceful use

Strait of Hormuz:
~20% of global oil trade passes through
it (Energy security concept)

Balance of power & Realism in International
Relations

Critical Analysis
Positives

Assertion of strategic autonomy by Spain
Reinforces international law and
sovereignty norms
Prevents escalation by restricting military
logistics
Encourages diplomatic resolution over
militarism

Concerns
Weakens NATO cohesion during crisis
May embolden adversaries due to lack of
unified Western response
Risks economic retaliation (trade tensions)
Iran’s possible NPT exit may trigger:

Nuclear arms race in West Asia
Collapse of global non-proliferation
framework

Stakeholder Perspectives
Spain: Legal, ethical opposition to war
U.S.: Strategic/military necessity
Iran: Security + sovereignty concerns
EU: Divided response
Global South: Support for rule-based order
vs power politics

Way Forward
Strengthen multilateral diplomacy (UN-led
dialogue)
Revive nuclear negotiations (e.g., JCPOA-
type frameworks)
Ensure freedom of navigation in Strait of
Hormuz
Promote balanced NATO decision-making
respecting member sovereignty
Reform global governance to ensure equity
in treaty enforcement (NPT credibility)
Encourage de-escalation through
confidence-building measures (CBMs)
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The Union Government has proposed
amendments to the Information Technology
(Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media
Ethics Code) Rules, 2021.
The amendments aim to:

Allow the Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting (I&B) to issue takedown
notices to individual users, not just digital
news publishers.
Strengthen enforcement of government
advisories to intermediaries.

Non-compliance with advisories from the
Ministry of Electronics and Information
Technology may lead to loss of “safe harbour”
protection.
Civil society organisations like the Internet
Freedom Foundation have criticised the move
as excessive censorship.
The proposal comes amid increasing takedown
orders, including against alleged deepfakes
and misinformation.

Key Points
Expansion of ScopeEarlier: Takedown
notices applicable mainly to publishers of
news & current affairs.
Now: Extended to individual users posting
such content.
Safe Harbour ProvisionUnder Section 79 of
the IT Act, 2000, intermediaries (e.g., social
media platforms) are protected from
liability for user-generated content.
Non-compliance with government orders
may remove this protection → platforms
become legally liable.
Reduced Compliance TimelineTakedown
timeline reduced from 24–36 hours to ~2–3
hours (Feb amendment).

Inter-Departmental Committee (IDC)
ChangesEarlier: Only handled Code of
Ethics violations.
Now: Can hear:

Any grievance from lower levels
Matters referred directly by the
Ministry
 → Expanded executive oversight

Legal Basis for BlockingSection 69A of the
IT Act, 2000: Enables government to issue
binding blocking orders for sovereignty,
security, etc.
Judicial ContextCertain provisions of IT
Rules are under judicial scrutiny by High
Courts (Madras & Bombay).

Static Linkages 
Freedom of speech subject to reasonable
restrictions (Art. 19(2)).
Doctrine of proportionality in restrictions on
fundamental rights.
Difference between publisher vs intermediary
liability.
Role of delegated legislation (rules under
parent Act).
Principles of natural justice in quasi-judicial
bodies.
Judicial review over executive actions.

Critical Analysis
Pros

Tackles fake news & deepfakes
Enhances platform accountability
Faster response mechanism

Cons
Risk of executive overreach
Chilling effect on free speech
Weak safeguards & transparency
Burden on intermediaries

Way Forward
Clear legal definitions (fake news, deepfake)
Strengthen judicial oversight
Ensure transparency & accountability
Balance security with civil liberties
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

India will conduct its first digital Census in
2027, marking a major shift in data collection
methodology.
It will also be the first Census to include caste
enumeration (method still under finalisation).
The exercise will be conducted in two phases:

House Listing Operations (HLO): April–
September 2026
Population Enumeration: February 2027

Significant administrative and demographic
changes since Census 2011 highlight increasing
urbanisation and restructuring of districts and
towns.
The process continues to be governed by the
Census Act, 1948, ensuring strict
confidentiality.

Key Points
The 2027 Census introduces a fully digital
mode of data collection, where enumerators
will use electronic devices instead of paper
schedules, improving efficiency and reducing
errors.
A major innovation is the self-enumeration
facility, allowing citizens to submit their data
online in advance through a multilingual portal.
However, this information will still be verified
physically by enumerators to maintain
reliability.
The Census will, for the first time, include
comprehensive caste data collection since
independence, though the methodology is still
under discussion due to its political and social
sensitivity.
Data trends since 2011 show a clear rise in
urbanisation, reflected in the increase in
statutory and census towns, alongside a slight
decline in the number of villages. This
indicates a gradual structural transformation
of the Indian economy.

Administrative units have expanded
significantly, with an increase in districts, sub-
districts, and urban settlements, which has
implications for governance, resource
allocation, and policy targeting.
The Census maintains strict confidentiality
provisions under the Census Act, 1948.
Individual-level data cannot be shared with
any authority, including courts, and is not
subject to the RTI Act. Only aggregated data is
published.

Static Linkages
Census conducted under Census Act, 1948 by
Registrar General of India.
Decennial exercise (regular since 1881).
Distinction between:

Statutory towns (legal notification)
Census towns (demographic criteria)

SECC 2011: caste data collected but not fully
released.
Urbanisation linked with economic
development and structural transformation.

Critical Analysis
Advantages

Digital approach enhances speed,
transparency, and accuracy
Self-enumeration reduces burden on
administration
Caste data can improve targeted welfare
delivery
Better urban data helps in infrastructure
planning

Challenges
Digital divide may lead to exclusion of
marginalised groups
Concerns over data privacy and cybersecurity
Political sensitivity around caste enumeration
Risk of data inaccuracies in self-reporting

Way Forward
Strengthen data protection and cybersecurity
measures
Ensure digital inclusion and awareness
campaigns
Develop a transparent caste enumeration
framework
Improve training and accountability of
enumerators
Use Census data effectively for policy design
and evaluation
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Legislative Assembly elections announced in
Assam, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, West Bengal, and
Puducherry after Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls. 
SIR aimed at removing duplicate, shifted, and
deceased voters, but led to political
controversy. 
Large-scale election exercise involving ~17.4
crore voters and ~2.19 lakh polling stations. 
Reduction in polling phases (e.g., West Bengal)
indicating administrative efficiency. 
ECI focusing on addressing Money, Muscle,
Misinformation, and MCC violations (4Ms). 

Key Points
Section 28A of Representation of the People
Act ensures election officials are under ECI
control. 
Deployment of ~25 lakh officials, including
security personnel and observers. 
Use of webcasting and surveillance teams to
ensure transparency. 
Seizure of large-scale inducements (cash,
liquor, goods) during elections. 
Growing challenge of misinformation, including
deepfakes and digital manipulation. 
Regulation of political advertisements through
pre-certification norms. 
SVEEP programme improving voter awareness
and participation. 

Static Linkages
Universal Adult Franchise ensures equal
political participation

Article 324 provides constitutional status to
Election Commission
Free and fair elections form part of Basic
Structure doctrine
Electoral rolls revision is a continuous
statutory process
Model Code of Conduct is a non-statutory
ethical guideline
Role of technology in governance and
transparency

Critical Analysis
Enhances credibility of elections through
better monitoring and technology
Reduction in phases improves administrative
efficiency
Electoral roll revision increases accuracy but
raises concerns of bias
Persistent role of money power and freebies
undermines fairness
Misinformation and deepfakes pose new-age
threats
Balancing regulation with freedom of speech
remains challenging
Heavy deployment of forces may raise
concerns of over-centralisation

Way Forward
Provide legal backing to Model Code of
Conduct
Strengthen regulation of political funding and
freebies
Develop robust mechanisms to counter
misinformation and deepfakes
Ensure transparency in electoral roll revision
processes
Enhance institutional independence and
accountability of ECI
Promote voter awareness for ethical electoral
participation
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

India faced an LPG supply crisis in March 2026
due to disruptions in West Asia amid
geopolitical conflict. 
Closure/threat to the Strait of Hormuz affected
LPG imports, through which ~90% of India’s
LPG imports transit. 
India imports nearly 60% of its LPG
consumption, exposing vulnerability to
external shocks. 
The crisis exposed structural weaknesses in
the Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY),
despite its large-scale expansion of LPG
access.
Rising LPG prices (₹60 increase in March 2026)
and supply bottlenecks disproportionately
affected poor households. 

Key Points
PMUY has provided over 10.33 crore LPG
connections to women from BPL households
since 2016. 
National LPG coverage expanded significantly
to cover ~32.83 crore households. 
Around 25% of PMUY beneficiaries use LPG
minimally (one or no refill annually), indicating
affordability constraints. 
India lacks a dedicated strategic LPG reserve;
existing Strategic Petroleum Reserves cover
only ~9.5 days of crude oil demand. 
Transition from kerosene-based PDS to LPG
reduced direct state control over fuel supply.
Supply chain heavily dependent on global
markets rather than sovereign distribution
systems.
Social inequities persist: SC/ST households
show 10–30% lower LPG access than upper
castes. 

Gender dimension: women are beneficiaries
but lack control over supply stability and
pricing decisions.

Static Linkages
Energy security depends on diversification,
strategic reserves, and domestic capacity.
Welfare state obligations include ensuring
availability, accessibility, and affordability of
essential goods.
Public Distribution System historically ensured
controlled supply of essential commodities.
Global chokepoints (e.g., Strait of Hormuz) are
critical in international trade geography.
Inclusive growth requires addressing social
inequalities (caste, gender, rural-urban divide).
Subsidy reforms and Direct Benefit Transfer
aim to reduce leakages but may not ensure
supply continuity.

Critical Analysis
Pros

Improved clean energy access
Reduced indoor pollution
Women empowerment (time saving)

Cons
Import dependence → vulnerability
No buffer stock for LPG
Affordability limits actual usage
Welfare = access, not continuity
Social inequality in access
Gender burden persists

Way Forward
Create strategic LPG reserves
Diversify import sources/routes
Targeted subsidy for poorest
Promote alternatives (biogas – GOBARdhan
Scheme)
Expand PNG network
Crisis management framework
Strengthen last-mile delivery
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The United States under Donald Trump, along
with Israel, launched strikes on Iran (Feb 28,
2026).
Conflict has prolonged beyond initial
expectations, entering its second month.
Iran continues retaliatory attacks on U.S. bases
in the Persian Gulf and Israel.
Strategic tensions over the Strait of Hormuz
remain unresolved.
Reports indicate damage to key U.S. military
assets in the Gulf region.
Diplomatic negotiations are ongoing but with
sharply divergent demands.
Rising oil prices and geopolitical instability
have global economic implications.

Key Points
U.S. demands: Iran to abandon nuclear
programme, curb missile programme, and
reopen Strait of Hormuz.
Iran’s counter-demands: war reparations,
security guarantees, cessation of hostilities.
Iran considering withdrawal from Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty.
Oil prices surged from below $80 to ~$114 per
barrel due to supply risks.
U.S. military bases in the Gulf have sustained
significant damage.

Possible escalation: U.S. troop mobilisation for
potential ground invasion.
Strategic miscalculation: Strait was open pre-
conflict; closure now worsens U.S. position.
Iran benefiting economically via indirect
sanctions relief amid wartime demand.

Static Linkages 
Strait of Hormuz handles ~20% of global oil
trade (Energy security relevance).
NPT (1968): pillars—non-proliferation,
disarmament, peaceful use of nuclear energy.
Gulf region as a geopolitical hotspot due to
hydrocarbon reserves.
Concept of “Chokepoints” in maritime trade
routes.
Oil price shocks and their macroeconomic
impact (inflation, CAD).
War powers and executive decision-making in
democracies.
Balance of power theory in international
relations.
Role of deterrence and nuclear doctrine.

Critical Analysis
U.S. credibility weakened due to prolonged
conflict.
Risk of regional war escalation.
Threat to global energy security.
Iran’s possible NPT exit → nuclear proliferation
risk.
Economic impact: inflation, trade disruptions.
Ethical issue: targeting civilian infrastructure.

Way Forward 
Immediate ceasefire via diplomacy.
Revive nuclear deal framework.
Secure Hormuz under international
cooperation.
De-escalation through negotiations.
Energy diversification globally.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Maharashtra and Chhattisgarh have recently
enacted/strengthened laws regulating religious
conversions.
These laws mandate prior permission, public
notice, and administrative scrutiny before
conversion.
They join several other States (e.g., Odisha, MP,
UP, Gujarat) that have enacted anti-conversion
laws.
A batch of petitions challenging such laws is
pending before the Supreme Court of India.
The debate centers on balancing freedom of
religion with prevention of forced or
fraudulent conversions.

Key Points
Maharashtra law requires:

60 days’ prior notice to district authorities.
Registration of conversion within 25 days.
Public disclosure inviting objections.

Chhattisgarh law:
Similar provisions with additional
exemption for “reconversion” to ancestral
religion.
Extends to community religious events.

Burden of proof often shifts to the accused
(person facilitating conversion).

Laws empower administration and police to
inquire into “intent” behind conversion.
Critics argue these provisions:

Restrict individual autonomy.
Enable surveillance of personal belief
systems.

Supporters argue:
Necessary to prevent coercion, fraud, or
inducement-based conversions.

Static Linkages
Article 25: Freedom of conscience and right to
freely profess, practise and propagate religion
(subject to public order, morality, health).
Article 26: Freedom to manage religious affairs.
Reasonable restrictions doctrine under Part III.
Doctrine of Essential Religious Practices
(developed by judiciary).
Indian Penal Code provisions on fraud,
coercion, undue influence.
Federal structure: “Public order” is a State
subject (State List).
Constituent Assembly debates emphasized
individual conscience over state control.

Critical Analysis
Pros

Prevents forced/fraudulent conversions.
Maintains public order.

Cons
Violates freedom of conscience.
Prior permission → state interference in
personal belief.
Privacy concerns due to public notice.
Burden of proof reversal → against criminal law
principles.
Scope for misuse/harassment.

Way Forward
Define “force”, “fraud”, “inducement” clearly.
Replace prior permission with simple
intimation.
Ensure judicial (not executive) oversight.
Protect privacy and dignity.
Use existing IPC provisions effectively.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Coordinated military strikes by the U.S. and
Israel on Iran since February 28 have escalated
into a prolonged regional conflict affecting
Gulf security and global energy markets 
Iran’s retaliatory actions, including attacks on
U.S. assets and potential blockade of the Strait
of Hormuz, have widened the theatre of
conflict with risks of NATO involvement 
The conflict has triggered massive
humanitarian losses and severe disruptions in
global oil and gas supply chains 
The intervention lacks explicit authorization
from international legal bodies, raising
questions over legitimacy and erosion of global
governance norms 

Key Points
No UN Security Council authorization or clear
evidence of imminent nuclear threat used to
justify the attack
Alleged violations of international
humanitarian law principles: distinction,
proportionality, and military necessity
Increasing trend of unilateral military actions
undermining post-World War II global order
Strategic importance of Strait of Hormuz: ~20%
of global oil trade passes through it (Energy
Information Administration)
Rising geopolitical polarization with Global
South questioning Western interventionism
India has adopted a balanced stance
emphasizing de-escalation, dialogue, and
protection of national interests

Static Linkages
UN Charter: Article 2(4) prohibits use of force
except in self-defense or UNSC authorization

Principles of International
Humanitarian Law (Geneva
Conventions): distinction,
proportionality, necessity
Concept of sovereignty and
territorial integrity in international
relations
Non-alignment and strategic
autonomy in foreign policy
Energy security and critical maritime
chokepoints (Strait of Hormuz)
Role of International Court of
Justice in dispute resolution

Critical Analysis
Undermines rules-based
international order and weakens
credibility of UN system
Sets dangerous precedent for
regime change interventions
violating sovereignty
Humanitarian crisis and civilian
casualties raise ethical concerns
Energy market volatility impacts
developing economies
disproportionately
Highlights asymmetry of power in
global governance structures
India faces strategic dilemma:
balancing relations with U.S., Iran,
and Gulf nations
Decline of multilateralism and rise of
unilateral coercive diplomacy

Way Forward
Strengthening multilateral
institutions like UN and reform of
UNSC
Promoting diplomatic negotiations
and ceasefire mechanisms
Ensuring adherence to international
humanitarian law
Diversification of energy sources to
reduce dependence on conflict-
prone regions
India to play proactive role as
mediator leveraging its strategic
autonomy
Building consensus among Global
South for rules-based order
Enhancing maritime security and
safeguarding trade routes
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The Union Government reduced excise duty on
petrol amid rising global crude oil prices
triggered by geopolitical tensions in West Asia.
Despite the tax cut, retail fuel prices have
largely remained unchanged due to increasing
crude oil costs and rupee depreciation.
Oil Marketing Companies (OMCs) are currently
absorbing the increased burden instead of
passing it on fully to consumers.
Brent crude prices surged from around
$71/barrel (pre-conflict) to ~$147–150/barrel in
March.
Fiscal implications arise as excise duty
collections are projected at ₹3.88 lakh crore in
FY27 (Budget estimate).

Key Points
Petrol price in Delhi ≈ ₹95/litre; composition:

OMC base price ≈ ₹63/litre (~66.6%)
Excise duty ≈ ₹11.9/litre (~12.6%)
Dealer commission ≈ ₹4.4/litre (~4.6%)
VAT ≈ 16.2% (varies across states due to ad
valorem nature)

Rising crude prices + rupee depreciation
(~3.3%) → increased import cost.
OMCs’ profit margins shrink when crude rises;
earlier windfall gains (at $60–70/barrel) were
partially taxed via windfall tax.
Current price stability is artificial—burden
shifted to OMCs, not consumers.

States’ VAT flexibility leads to inter-state fuel price
variation.
Trade-off:

Higher prices → inflation risk
Lower taxes → fiscal deficit risk

Static Linkages
India imports ~85% of its crude oil requirement (Economic
Survey).
Fuel taxation is a major indirect tax source (Union + State
finances).
VAT is imposed under State List (Seventh Schedule,
Constitution of India).
Excise duty is levied by the Union under Central taxation
powers.
Inflation transmission: fuel prices affect WPI & CPI via
cost-push inflation.
Exchange rate depreciation increases import bill (Balance
of Payments concept – NCERT Macroeconomics).
Windfall tax concept linked to supernormal profits in
extractive industries.

Critical Analysis
Pros

Excise cut provides immediate relief potential to
consumers.
Helps contain inflation during global uncertainty.
Political economy consideration—protects consumer
sentiment.

Cons
Revenue loss affects fiscal deficit and welfare
spending capacity.
Artificial price control burdens OMCs, affecting their
financial health.
Delayed price revision can lead to sudden shocks
later.
Weakens price signals → discourages energy efficiency.

Stakeholder Perspective
Consumers: benefit from stable prices but face future
uncertainty.
Government: balancing inflation vs fiscal stability.
OMCs: profit compression and under-recoveries.
States: reluctant to cut VAT due to revenue
dependence.

Challenges
Volatile global oil market due to geopolitical tensions.
Exchange rate instability.
Managing inflation alongside growth slowdown risks
(El Niño impact on food inflation).

Way Forward
Gradual and calibrated pass-through of fuel price
increases to avoid shocks.
Rationalization of fuel taxes (long-term inclusion under
GST debated).
Strengthening strategic petroleum reserves to cushion
volatility.
Diversification of energy sources (renewables, biofuels,
EVs).
Coordinated Centre-State fiscal response (shared tax
burden reduction).
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

International Olympic Committee (IOC) has
introduced a new policy restricting
participation of transgender women and
athletes with Differences of Sex Development
(DSD) in women’s categories at elite events.
Mandatory “once-in-a-lifetime” Sex-
determining Region Y (SRY) gene test has been
proposed for female athletes.
Earlier, IOC had left eligibility rules to
international sports federations; this marks a
shift toward centralised regulation.
Decision comes ahead of 2028 Los Angeles
Olympics and amid global debates on fairness
in women’s sports.

Key Points
SRY gene is located on the Y chromosome and
is associated with male sex determination, but
sex differentiation involves chromosomal,
hormonal, and phenotypic factors.
Scientific consensus remains inconclusive
regarding athletic advantage of transgender
women over cisgender women.
IOC had phased out universal sex testing after
the 1996 Olympics citing inaccuracy and
ethical concerns.
Policy aims to ensure “fair competition” where
marginal differences can determine outcomes.
Critics highlight disproportionate impact on
athletes from the Global South and women of
colour due to genetic diversity.

Mandatory testing raises concerns over privacy, dignity,
and increased entry barriers.
Male athletes are not subjected to equivalent medical
scrutiny, raising equality concerns.

Static Linkages
Fundamental Rights: Articles 14 (Equality before law), 15
(Non-discrimination), 21 (Right to dignity and privacy).
Supreme Court judgment in NALSA v. Union of India
recognising transgender rights and self-identification.
Principles of inclusivity and non-discrimination in
international human rights law (Universal Declaration of
Human Rights).
Biological concepts from NCERT: Sex determination
involves chromosomes (XX/XY), hormones, and gene
expression—not a single gene.
Ethical dimensions of sports governance: fairness vs
inclusion debate.
Role of international organisations in global standard-
setting.

Critical Analysis
Pros

Ensures uniform global standards instead of fragmented
federation rules.
Addresses concerns of competitive fairness in elite
sports.
Attempts to create objective eligibility criteria.

Cons
Scientific limitations: SRY test alone cannot determine
athletic advantage.
Violates privacy and bodily autonomy of athletes.
Discriminatory: Only women athletes face mandatory
testing.
Excludes marginalised groups (transgender, DSD
athletes).
Reinforces Eurocentric biological standards.
Shifts focus away from structural issues like funding
disparity and gender bias.

Stakeholder Concerns
Athletes: dignity, career opportunities, mental health.
Sports bodies: balancing fairness vs inclusion.
Governments: aligning policies with human rights
commitments.
Society: evolving understanding of gender and identity.

Way Forward
Develop evidence-based, sport-specific eligibility criteria
rather than blanket rules.
Ensure policies align with human rights principles and
scientific consensus.
Promote inclusivity through alternative competition
categories or frameworks.
Strengthen safeguards for privacy and informed consent
in testing.
Address structural inequalities: funding, training access,
and safety of women athletes.
Encourage interdisciplinary research combining sports
science, genetics, and ethics.
Greater stakeholder consultation including athletes,
medical experts, and rights groups.
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