DAILY
NEWSP

APER
ANALYSIS

DATE - 30/03/2026

SOURCE
THE HINDU & INDIAN EXPRESS

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY
SECTOR 25 CHANDIGARH



Iranians warn U.S. against ground invasion

“Waiting for Americans to start their ground
attack to set them on fire,' says Iran Speaker

Associated
ISLAMARALF

ranian  forces were  [ran.
l “waiting for the arriv- Foreign Ministers of
al of American woops
o the ground o set them
o fire and pardsh thelr re
honal panners forever™,
Iranian state media repont-
ed Parliament Speaker Mo
hammad Bagher Ghalibal'
as saying on Sunday while
warning the United States
against & ground vasion.
The remarks came as
Fakistan announced on
Sumday thar it will spon
Bt Ralks between the Un
e States and Iran,
“Pakistan is very happy
that both Irn and the LS.
have expressed their confi-
dem in Pakistan's fecilita
tion™ of the talks, which  Moncay.
will happen in the “coming
days.” Fomegn Minister [sh
aq Dar said in a televised
speech after top diplomats
from regional coumries

Pakistan says it will soon host US.-Iran talks
after reggional Ministers meet in Islamabad

met in lslamabad. There
was o immediate word
from the United States or

Saudi Arabia, Turkiye, and
Egyp were in [slamalxcd
an Sunday for talks with
it U5, of Isracll partheipa-
tion in a push o/ broker an
end 1o the month bong war,

The Iranian Speaker dis-
miissedd Sunclay’s talks asa
cover while the US, dis
pancles. additional proops
1o West Asia.

The visiting Ministers
have endossed Pakistan’s
peace efforts, Mr. Dhar

whether the  propesed
talics would be direct or in-
direct. The Ministers ane
expected 10 meet again on

Hormuz, agreed late on Sa-
tunday to allow 20 more
Pakistani faygeed vessels 1o
tramsit the eritical passage-
way, Pakistanl officlals
Ships cross Hormis said, adiing to the select
lran, which eased some Ffew it has lel through as
resiriciions on ships pass:  Iran works 1o choke but
ing through the Stralt of not cwm off the swait

entirely.

Egypi's Badr Abdelatty,
wihi was parn of the talks
with Turkiye’s Hakan Fi-
ikan, Saieddd Arabla’s Prinee
Fabsal Bin Farban, and Pa

g thee war,

kistarr's Ishag Dar, said the
mectings. were aimed at
opening a “direct dia

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

Iran warned the United States against a
possible ground invasion, indicating escalation
risks.

Pakistan announced its role in facilitating talks
between Iran and the U.S.

Foreign Ministers from Saudi Arabia, Turkiye,
and Egypt met in Islamabad to push for de-
escalation.

Ongoing conflict between Israel and Iran
continues with missile, drone, and air strikes.
Iran partially eased restrictions on shipping
through the Strait of Hormuz, allowing select
vessels.

Iran’s IRGC expanded targets to economic and
educational institutions linked to adversaries.

Key Points

Pakistan positioning itself as a mediator
reflects its strategic diplomatic outreach.
Strait of Hormuz remains partially open,
indicating calibrated escalation rather than
total blockade.

Conflict has widened geographically (Bahrain,
UAE targeted).

Civilian and infrastructure targeting
(universities, industries) indicates hybrid
warfare.

Casualties: ~1900 in Iran, ~19 in Israel (as
reported).

No formal confirmation yet from U.S. or Iran
regarding proposed talks.

Static Linkages

Strait of Hormuz handles ~20% of global oil
trade - critical maritime chokepoint.
Principle of Freedom of Navigation under
international law (UNCLOS).

Proxy warfare and deterrence theory in
international relations.

sald withowt specifying  Forrigs Minisbers of Egype, Saudi Arabla, Paisian, and Turidye meet inblzmaked on Sundsy, Riunies

logue™ between the United
Sates and Iram, which
have rgely communicat
el throwgh miediators dur-

Vit thite wore ew signs
of progres a8 lsrael and
the United States kept up
sirikes on lran, and Tehran

Challenging
times, says PM on
West Asia crisis

EW BELII

Priene Minister Natendra Madi
on Sunday, in bis manEhly
Mo W5 Boat pddress, noted
Ehyt the situation in West Aty
had created "challenging
™ el callod fod thaise
“poliiciiing” the e to
refrain from doing 50. He added
that he wars ‘dorply pratehul o
th Gl countries for providing
a5satance to move than ane
i I Ehide. B PAGE 4

responded by firing mis-
siles and drones across the

Iran’s klamic Revalu-
tonary  Guard  Corps
warmed if a stateeneel
it would consider Liraeli
universitbes and branches
of US. universithes in the

Islamabad talks are a cover for ULS. to deploy
more troops to West Asia, the Speaker says

region “legitimate targes®
unkess offered safety assu-
rances for [rankan universi
ties, state mwsdia reported
after Israeli striles hit cev
eral untversities, inchuding
ones claimed 1o have been
used by the Islambc Repu
ke ¥or mucheas research
and development.

Israe] apnounced waves
of incoming strikes from
Iran on Sunday and explo-
sions could be  heard
Uiesughont Tehras,

IRGE akio said that they
launched  missile  and
drone strikes on aluméni-
um plants in Bahrain and
thie UAE over the wieekend,
targeting what they de-
scribed as industries lnked
tarthe LS. military,

lranian authorities sy
more than 1,900 people
have been killed in the Is-
lamic Republic. while 19
havebeen reported dead in
Isracl,

(With AFP inputs)

Role of third-party mediation in conflict resolution
(Track 1 diplomacy).

West Asia as a geopolitically sensitive region for
energy security.

Diaspora protection as a key element of foreign

policy.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Regional diplomacy led by Pakistan and West Asian
states may reduce direct confrontation.

Partial opening of Hormuz avoids global economic
shock.

Multilateral engagement reflects preference for
dialogue over escalation.

Concerns

Lack of trust between Iran and U.S. may derail talks.
Continued military escalation undermines
diplomatic efforts.

Expansion of targets to civilian infrastructure
violates international humanitarian norms.

Risk of regional spillover affecting global energy
markets and shipping lanes.

Stakeholder Perspectives

Iran: Defensive posture, deterrence signaling.
U.S. & Israel: Security-driven offensive strategy.
Pakistan: Diplomatic relevance and regional
leadership.

Gulf Countries: Stability and energy security
concerns.

India: Energy imports, diaspora safety, strategic
neutrality.

Way Forward

Promote sustained Track-1 and Track-2 diplomacy.
Ensure safety of maritime routes via international
cooperation.

Strengthen UN-led mediation mechanisms.

Avoid targeting civilian infrastructure; adhere to
Geneva Conventions.

India should maintain strategic autonomy while
safeguarding energy and diaspora interests.



Challenging times, says
PM on West Asia crisis

Modi warms against politicising the issue, savs the region s a major centre of India’s energy needs,
and duse to the ongoing war, a ‘crisis’ regarding petrod and diesel is emerging aroand the world

The Himdu Burcay
KEW DELHI

rime Minister Na-
Pnﬂdm Modi on
Sunday noted that

the sinsation in West Asia
had ereated “challenging
times" and called] for those
=politicising”™ the issue o
refrain fram doing so. He
cautioned Indians agains
believing rumours related
o the crisis.

Speaking during  his
manihly Mara Ki Bl ad-
dress, the Prime Minister
sxid tha following the CO
VIDHS pandembe, it was ex-
pected that the wordd
would move forward on a
path of renewed progress.

“Homwewer, siteations of
war and conilict have con-
tinuously kept arising in
different paris of the
workl,” he said.

At presend, & fierce war
has been goleg o In our
neighbourhood  for  a
maonth. Millions of our fa-
mily members, near and
dear ones, live in ihese
ook, fally waork-
Eng i the Gulf countries.”

Dreephly grateful
“1am decply gratefulio the
Gull countries for provid
Ing all kinds of assistance
w mare than ore crore In-
dians there,” he added.

Mr. Modi noved that the

1w o gain urge al iy
commurymen fhat we must unitedly
overoomi this challenge, Those
whio are politicising cven this e
shoushd refriin from doing so. This i

) S
S maller conceming thi infensis '5,-.
of HOcrore countrymens thene (s v

s i o sell-serving policics.

NARENDRA MM
Prime Misister

‘West Aslan region s a ma-
Jor cenire of India’s energy
needs, and due o the on
goirg war, a “crisis™ re-
gardirg petrol and diesel is
emerging  anound  the
warld.

“These certanly ane
challenging  times,” he
gaid. 1 would once again
urge all my oountrymen
that we must unitedly over-
comse this challenge, Those
who are politiclsing cven
this issuse should refrain
from deirg so. This is a
matter concerning the in-
teresis of MO crore coun-
trymen; there is no place
for sebfserving politics™

“Therefore, those who
are spreading rumours are
causing a major harms o
ithe country,” Mr. Modi ad
ded, =1 would alse appeal
1o 21l citimens to remaln vi-
gilant and not be mished by
rumours, Trust only the

-
A
continuous  informatian
provided by the govern

ment and ke acthon
based only on that.™

Key Initiatives.
During his address, the
Prime Minister also took
note of varbous initdatives
aimed af nation-buikding.
One such indtiative was the
Gyan  Bharatam  Survey
aimed at colbecting infor
mation about manuscripts
across the coustry.

“If you have 3 mam-
script or informationabout
it, o share its image on the
Gyan Bharatam App,” Mr.
Mo gakd, adding, “Infor.
mution relsted o each en
1ry is heing verified before
it & recorded. 1 am glad
that thousands of manu-
scripis have been shared
0 far”

Another  initiative he
highlighsed was MY Bharat

Budger Quest, "I alms 1o
oonnect the youth across
the country with the Bud-
et process and policymak-
ing” the Prime Minkster
sald, “Nearly 12 lakh youth
from across the coumry
panticipated in the quiz.”

Sports achievements

The Prime Minister also
devoted a section of his ad
dress o India's sporting
achieverments in the recent

past.

“When India achieved a
historic viciory In the T20
Workd Cup, 3 wave of joy
Awepd across the country,”
Ive said. “We are all very
prosd of our team's
thumping success”

“Late last momhb, a
thrillimg match was wit-
nessed i Hubli, Karnata-
ka. By winning this magch,
the Jamnm and Kashmir
cricket team secused for
themsehves the Ranji Tro
plty,” be said. He remarked
that this sisecess for Jumemu
and Kashmir will encour-
e WA yoursg peaple io
take up sports, adding that
the pecple of &K have 3
“tremendous passion” for
spaores. “1am glad than it is
mtw becoming a hub for
major sporting evenis,” Mr.
Moxdisald, =1 hope this win:
ning streak of J&K spons

continues in the
ture.”

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context
* Narendra Modi, during Mann Ki Baat, flagged:
o Ongoing conflict in West Asia creating
global instability.
o Concerns over Indian diaspora (~1 crore in
Gulf countries).
o Emerging energy crisis (petrol & diesel
prices).
e Key appeal:
o Avoid rumours and misinformation.
o Do not politicise national interest issues.
o Maintain unity and vigilance.

Key Facts
¢ [ndia imports ~85% of crude oil (Economic
Survey).
e West Asia contributes ~60%+ of India’s oil
imports.
e Strait of Hormuz:
o Connects Persian Gulf » Gulf of Oman.
o Handles ~20% of global oil trade.
e |ndian diaspora in Gulf:
o ~8-9 million people.
e [ndia:
o World’s largest remittance recipient (~$125
billion, World Bank).

Importance for India

(@) Energy Security
* Heavy dependence on West Asia for crude oil.
e Price shocks - inflation + CAD pressure.

(b) Indian Diaspora
e Major source of remittances.
e Requires protection during crises (evacuation
readiness).
(c) Geopolitical Interests
e Region critical for:
o Trade routes
o Strategic partnerships
e Policy guided by strategic autonomy.

Static Linkages
e Strategic autonomy in foreign policy.
e Current Account Deficit (CAD) influenced by oil
imports.
e Supply chain disruptions due to conflicts.
e Diaspora diplomacy as soft power.
¢ Internal security risks from misinformation.

Issues & Challenges

e Energy Vulnerability:

o High dependence on imports.
Inflationary Pressure:

o Fuel price rise » economy-wide impact.
Diaspora Safety:

o Riskin conflict zones.

Misinformation Spread:

o Social media amplifies rumours.
Geopolitical Balancing:

o Maintaining neutrality amid global tensions.

Critical Analysis
Positives
e Focus on national unity during crisis.
e Recognition of diaspora importance.
e Timely warning against fake news.
Concerns
e Over-reliance on official information may limit
information diversity.
e Structural issue of energy dependence remains
unresolved.
e Misinformation control mechanisms still evolving.

Way Forward

e Energy Diversification:

o Renewables, green hydrogen, strategic reserves.

Diaspora Protection:

o Strong evacuation & tracking systems.

Information Management:

o Fact-checking + digital literacy.

Diplomatic Balance:

o Engage all sides while protecting national
interest.

e Economic Measures:
o Cushion fuel shocks via fiscal/monetary tools.



A missed opportunity to guarantee minimum wages

Beere has B a Bvely detoge inthe Lia
fiew meoeths about the neipectie
merits of the Mahatma Gasdhi
Mathonal Raral Emy Guarantee
At {MGENREGA) andd Viksit Rharat - Guaarastes for
and Ajeevila Mission (Gramin) Act, or
VB RAM £ Act for shom. Absent from this
debuate, bowever, s a critical issue that haunts
both Acts: wage rates.

A key parameter

The wage rate is a critical paramneter of

ersployrent guarsmes, A pelathoely high wage

rale Gam create a lot of enthusiadm among

350t i the early days.of

an.E‘.\.a:m , esithizsdases ks fmportant fos the

scress

it s i
oF even phuse it outover time. Wage

rates, in any case, also bave a strong influence on

Progrenme oosts.
ﬂxmrﬂnt}M\REﬂﬂmhﬁsic
desermined under Section G of |
smloﬂhalwmmnmmn &emsm
empowers the contral governnsent o notify
MGNREGA wage rates. Different rates can be
notified for different “arcas™, and in praceice, this
Thas croree 40 mean diffenent Staes,

Section 6(Z) states that until sach time as the
mlﬂm’;ﬂmmw."mﬁw

W
nmmbklmrulﬂnmmmchlh
nde.lmmu:#ml.n:erhmmGMn
Nyt was Chiled Minkter), rmlssua
:mmmmmm

increases in minimaue wages becase MONREGA
‘waggees were fally paid by the central govesnment,
Onhers coumered that State governments had 1o
Py e s weage on Ehess owrs pubc works,
and that this would be a restraining factor. They
alsoargued that, except in Uttar Pradedh, there
was little evidence of shasp incneases in minimum
gL

The Jury was seill out on this when_ In Late
2008, the cerstral grvernment pressed the panic
utton and notified MGNREGA wage raées under
Seceion &1}, Ins the short werm, this ledina
Further Encrease in wages, s the oentral

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News
* Arecent debate has emerged comparing the
performance of Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Guarantee Act and the
proposed Viksit Bharat — Guarantee for Rozgar

The VIEG

RAN G Act Is 2
s
PPOrIURILY o
ARHTECT SETHHIS
anomalics in
the

adetermination
of wage mics
I'nr MGNREGA

o rotified THIO per day b most Stes,
with 2 op-up in Staes whare e minimun wage
wias abave that morm, This was sold asa

worker move, i pursuance of 3 promise
made by the Comgress Py ins tse min- 'P10|'|v
2003 general election. Over time, however, this

ears of all Insdis bm , CONIERTY 10
officil satistics. The growing gap between
afficial statistics and achl employment seems to
refloct a major increase in leakages in the same
pericd,

The: effect and

w0
moderate the growth of MGNREGA wages. [n

related, When
‘workers ke interest, there is no vigilance.
Worse, workers may be tempted 10 cooperate
ﬂmﬂm elements insead of workdng by the

e

Sampes, Eonding 1o & Pooem analyvils Iy Lasvanya
Tamarg, This defeats an import

podicy faihire
Unifortusstely, the VB-G RAM G Act i all s 40
does

i thia, whin wagess e fully pasd by the cetral

MGRREGA: sustaining mrinimum wages. it also
rabses the question wiether i b s all legal for the
porvernament b pay MGNREGA workers e (han
the minimurm wage ithis matter was taken up in
thse Susgareme Court of Indis b was not cessly
sestled).

The other fmse is that MGNREGA wages sk
started bngging behind market wages. Between
2008 and 20114, real wages wers riting quite
rapidly in nural india, partly because MGRREGA
s Eigghteningt the kebour parket. By J0M, the
ratio of MGRREGA wage rate 80 agricaltural wage
wars arouind GO fioe men and T3 for womesn a

- ¥
the State government. Under the VB-G BAM G
At howewver, wage o0sts are shared 60-40
betwirrn Centre and Statiss, Then wis overy
reasan o MGRREGA's Section 6{1) from the
VG RAM G Act and revert o the principle of
Secthon 62 guaranteed payment of minimem
wages. Instead, the central goverrament cid the
apposite: it dropped Section 605 and retained
Section 61}, ghving itself perpetaal powers o se
the wagr rates of VB4 RAM & workers.

[ Neawirhsanding snyehing costsred in the
Minimuim WMMM! BEHET It cthind i i Rird
af legal fig leal

o Payment Delays:Persistent delays due to Aadhaar-
based Payment System (ABPS) and National Mobile
Monitoring System (NMMS).

o Leads to discouragement effect and declining
interest among workers.

o Leakages and Corruption:Reduced worker
participation weakens accountability.

Increase in ghost beneficiaries and fund leakages.
Issues with VB-G RAM G Act:Retains central control
over wages (Section 10).

o Removes provision ensuring minimum wages.

No strong reforms for timely payments or
transparency.

e e b e cen o s s mwStatic Linkages

WG RAM G Act. But then, how can the oentral
Jmm

. nitably
wmnmwnm not only are there delays,
sometimes, MGNREGA wages ane not paid at all,
for example due to techmical faihures of the

rural workers have kot Enerest mumm
The absence of ary marked decline in
MGMRB.’..\rmpl_o)mm peneration bevels may

‘sugirses Khas MGNREGA snployment levels are in
Fact msach boweer fodar thin Ehey wiene in Ehe easly

and Ajeevika Mission (Gramin) Act.

e The debate has largely ignored a critical issue:

wage rates and their adequacy.

e Evidence suggests that MGNREGA wages have
stagnated in real terms, lagging behind both
minimum wages and market wages.

* The proposed VB-G RAM G Act appears to
continue similar structural issues, especially
regarding wage determination and payment

mechanisms.

Key Points

o Legal Framework of Wages

(MGNREGA):Section 6(1): Central

government notifies wages.

o Section 6(2): State minimum wages apply

until central notification.

o Shift in Wage Policy (Post-2009):Central
government fixed wages (~¥100/day

initially).

o Subsequent increases linked only to CPI-AL
(inflation), not real wage growth.

o Wage Gap Issues:MGNREGA wages are
lower than state minimum wages in most

states (2025-26).

o Also lag behind market wages, reducing

worker participation.

hlﬂhﬂmﬂb«:hl}umﬁlﬂ

wmammmmumwmm«
aver time.

Moge likety, the cestral government will

the real wage freeae and use itasa

mieans. of ensuring that peneration
under the VB-G RAM G Act declines over tdme. I
s, the wage freeze should be challenged i coart,
Inderd, with the non-obstanie clause removed,
thee e of 3 g less than eninimum
wiges b paserly illegal.

Directive Principles: Right to livelihood and living wage
Concept of minimum wages vs real wages

Role of fiscal federalism in welfare schemes

Labour welfare and social security measures

Inflation indexing using CPI-AL

Legal doctrine: non-obstante clause and its
implications

Critical Analysis

Positives

MGNREGA initially boosted rural wages and bargaining
power.

Provided employment security during distress (e.g.,
COVID-19).

Inflation-linked indexation ensures nominal wage
protection.

Negatives

Real wage stagnation reduces scheme attractiveness.
Violation of minimum wage principle raises legal
concerns.

Persistent payment delays undermine trust.
Technological systems (ABPS, NMMS) introduce
exclusion errors.

Centralized wage setting weakens federal balance.

Stakeholder Concerns

Workers: Low wages + delayed payments - reduced
participation

States: Limited autonomy in wage determination
Centre: Fiscal burden concerns

Civil society: Concerns about transparency and legality

Way Forward

Ensure MGNREGA wages > State minimum wages across
all states.

Introduce automatic real wage revision mechanism
(beyond inflation indexing).

Strengthen timely payment guarantees with legal
penalties for delays.

Reform digital systems to reduce exclusion and
technical failures.

Enhance social audits and community participation.
Rebalance Centre-State roles to improve cooperative
federalism.

Use DBT with safeguards to ensure transparency
without exclusion.



A Bill that secures IPS officers’ role in deputation

n March 25, 2026, the ceniral government

intreduced the Central Armed Police

Forces (General Administration) Bill,
2026 in the Rajya Sabha to regulate the general
rules governing the recruitment and conditions of
service of ‘Group A General Duty Officers'
(GAGDO) and other officers in the Central Armed
Police Forces (CAPFs). This Bill provides that 50%
of Inspector General posts, a minimum of 67% of
Additional Director General posts (ADG), and all
Special Director General (SDG) and Director
General posts shall be filled by deputation from
the Indian Police Service.

A across CAPFs
By implication, deputation to the rank of the
Deputy Inspector General and below, shall
continue to be regulated by the prevailing rules,
The Bill also saves any financial benefits granted
to the GAGDO (Group A officer of the rank of
Assistant Commeandant and above) issued before.
This Act shall apply to the five CAPFs ~ Central
Reserve Police Force, Border Security Force,
Central Industrial Security Force, Indo Tibetan
Border Police and Sashastra Seema Bal. While the
Bill aims to institutionalise the historical
contributions and representation of the IPS in the
CAPFz, [t s spen by some ag an instrument to
undo the directions issued by the Suprems Court
of India in Sanjay Prakash and Others vs Union of
Freefian and Others (May 2025),

The Court ruled mainly on two Bsees; 1o
complete the pending cadre review and
undertake the review of service rules in a given
time-period; and to progressively reduce the
number of pasts earmarked for deputation in the
CAPFs up to the level of Senior Administrative
Grade (SAG) Le., Inspector General rank, within a
period of two years. It is thus clear that the
recognition of the CAPFs as Organised Group &'
Services ((MGAS) was subject the provision of

ELK- Vij

Aformer indian Police
Service (P5] officer

The Central
Armed Police
Forees (General
Adminkstration)
Hill, 2026
strengthens
service rules
and clarifics [PS
deputation
policy

deputation of IPS officers o various CAPFs.

The Court noted that there are variows ssues
commected with the deployment of CAPFs,
including coordination with the State
Governments and the State police force. The
appolntment of IP5 officers in each CAPF is vital
1o maintain the character of each CAPF. This isa
policy decision manifest through the service rules
of the CAPFs. The question of who shall head
these forces was never contentious. It was not
even a case that the petitioners’ service
conditions had worsened since they joined the
service.

AN '
Most of the senior operational posts in States are
Tveldd by ADG or SDG rmank officers, Therefore, the
appaintment of IPS officers to the CAPFs at senior
ranks is essential for smooth relations with the
State forces. Thedr selection process and iraining,
along with field experience, give them a broader
vision and an edge in leading forces whose main
aim is to assist or work in tandem with State
forces. Those who use the term ‘parachining IPS
officers into CAPFs” seem unaware of Sardar
Patel’s vision, which envisaged the [PS as a
umifiying link between the Union and the States.
The IS officers have lived up to his dreams for
decades, upholding the constitutional mandate.

Thi Ministry of Home Affairs, in January 2006,
modified the empanclment guidelines of PS5
officers at the Centre and made a minimim
two-year stint at the Centre mandatory for
empanelment at the rank of Inspector General.
Therefore, the appointment of [PS uﬂll:lrs in the
Superintendent of Police (5F)
General of Police (DIG) ranks in the CAPFs will
further cement thelr camaraderie with the cadre
officers.

As far as reducing the posts of deputation is
concerned, the Court seems to have ruled on the

policy matter which exclusively falls within the
domain of the legislature and executive, While
the Court clearly staved that the matter of taking
P35 officers on deputation is a policy matter and
the central government in its wisdom had taken a
view that the presence of IPS officers in each
CAPFs is vital, it erred in directing the central
government to reduce the posts of deputation.

Judiciary's role
The dty of the court is to interpret Liw, Courts
may fill gaps in certain spheres, but they are not
1o phunge into policy making by adding
somsething. The court is not expected 10 5it as an
ippcﬂalcauﬂmltyuﬂ an option it feels wiser to,
The Court has held that ‘the wisdom
and advisability of the policies are ordinarily not
amenable to judicial review unless the policies
are contrary to statutery or constitutional
proviskons or arbitrary or irrational or an abuse ol
power”.

The Court, in Gazula Dasarate Rama Reo v
The State Of Andhre Prodesh & Others (19600, held
that ‘the service provisions under _.. the
Constitution do not enshrine any fundamental
right of citizens; they relate to recruitment
condition and tenure of service of persons, ...
appointed 1o a Chvil Service or to posts in
commection with the affairs of the Union or any
State”, Rightly so. The Court, in Indian Ex
Serviceren Movernen! and Ors. Vi Unidost of Ridia
arid Ors., held that it did not find any
constitutional infirmity in the *One Rank One
Pension’ principle.

The service conditions of CAFFs can be
enhanced through regular intake and timely
cadre reviews. The appeintment of [FS officers on
deputation 1o the CAPFs, being a policy matter
bevond the scope of adjudication, is rightly being
oodified, leaving no room for divergent
interpretations in the future.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

The Central Government introduced the
Central Armed Police Forces (General
Administration) Bill, 2026 in the Rajya Sabha to
regulate recruitment and service conditions of
Group A General Duty Officers (GAGDO) in
CAPFs.
The Bill mandates deputation of Indian Police
Service (IPS) officers to senior ranks in CAPFs:

o 50% of Inspector General (IG) posts

o Minimum 67% of Additional Director

General (ADG) posts

o 100% of Special DG and DG posts
Applies to five CAPFs: CRPF, BSF, CISF, ITBP,
and SSB.
The move is seen as counter to the directions
of the Supreme Court of India in Sanjay
Prakash case (2025), which recommended
reducing deputation posts up to IG level.
Debate revolves around balance between
cadre officers of CAPFs and IPS deputation,

o |IPS officers bring broader administrative and
operational experience.

e Supreme Court observations:

o Called for cadre review and reduction in
deputation posts.

o Highlighted need for career progression of CAPF
cadre officers.

Ministry of Home Affairs reform:

o Mandatory 2-year central deputation for IPS
empanelment at IG rank.

Static Linkages

e AllIndia Services under Article 312 of the
Constitution.

e Role of IPS as an 31f& R ¥ar1 ensuring Centre-
State administrative linkage.

e Doctrine of Separation of Powers.

e Judicial Review limitations in policy matters.

e Service conditions governed under Articles 309-
311.

e Internal security architecture of India.

Federal structure and cooperative federalism.

Critical Analysis

S . . Pros
a”q JUdICIE_ll vs executive domain in e Strengthens coordination with State Police.
policymaking. e Ensures experienced leadership in CAPFs.
e Promotes uniformity in internal security strategy.
Key Points Cons
e |nstitutionalisation of IPS dominance in senior e Hampers promotion prospects of CAPF cadre
CAPF leadership. officers.
* Recognition of CAPFs as Organised Group ‘A’ * Affects morale within CAPFs. )N
Services (OGAS). e Possible dilution of Supreme Court directions.
* Retains existing rules for lower-rank Challenges
. e Balancing cadre vs deputation interests.
deputation (DIG and below). e Maintaining morale and efficiency.
* Protects previously granted financial benefits e Defining judiciary-executive boundaries.

to CAPF officers.
Government justification:
o Ensures coordination with State police
forces.

Way Forward

Rationalise deputation quota with periodic review.
Ensure time-bound promotions for CAPF cadre.
Strengthen joint training (IPS + CAPFs).

Improve transparency in empanelment system.



.
Neighbours first
India must invite Nepal's new Prime
Minister, Balen Shah, to revive ties

n an exchange of early messages, Prime Mi-
l nister Narendra Modi and Nepal's newly-
sworn-in Prime Minister Balendra “Balen™
Shah said they look forward to “working closely™
to take forward bilateral ties. Delhi and Kathman-
du are prepared to begin a new chapter in rela-
tions, united by familial bonds, a shared culture,
open borders, and intertwined politics. Land-
locked Nepal has depended on trade and transit
through India, with India’s plans for an energy
grid in the region an important channel for Ne-
pal's hydropower exports and revenues. Like ma-
ny former leaders of Nepal, Mr. Shah studied in
India. Familiarity aside, it would be a mistake to
assume that his ascension will chart a well worn
and predictable course between the two coun-
tries. At 35, he is Nepal's first Madhesi leader, and
upturns the old deminance of the Brahmin-Chet-
tri Pahadi elite. New Delhi must have a greater
understanding of the priorities of this new Gen-Z
movement that brought down the K.P. Sharma
Ofi government in 2025, This is a new leadership
that has not inherited the old foreign policy un-
| ings of the past ions of leaders
that came through the panchayati movement,
Congress and Communist parties, or the Maoist
that the hy. In that
sense, the Shah government's foreign policy, in-
cluding its ties with China and the 1.5, as well as
the everarching relationship with India, ks yet o
be formalised. In the past decade, India has in-
creased s development assistance to Nepal, but
it also strained its ties over the constitution, the
long blockade on border trade, and territorial is-
sues. As Mayor of Kathmandu, Mr. Shah was
known for his overt nationalism, and rejection of
the “hegemony™ of India and other powers,
while his use of a map of “Greater Nepal™ had
been read with some concern in New Delhi.

The Modi government should tread lightly,
and positively, as the Shah government finds its
feet, but offer India’s full support in dealing with
Nepal's immediate challenges. Among those are
the impacts of the war in West Asia where Nepal
will need help with fuel and fertilizer imports.
Approximately 14% of Nepal's population (about
3.5 million) work abroad, and the country is de-
pendent en remittances and tourism revenues.
New Delhi could also reconsider requests from
previous Nepali governments to allow overflight
for new Nepali airports, reduce restrictions on
purchasing Nepali power produced with third-
country assistance and to update the bilateral
friendship treaty. Differences delayed New Del-
hi's invitation in 2024 to Mr. Oli, upon his election
— he eventually visited Beijing first. It is time to
quickly invite Mr. Shah to visit Delhi at the ear-
liest, and for Delhi and Kathmandu to move for-
ward, putting *Neighbours first™ in South Asia.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

Narendra Modi and Balendra Shah exchanged
initial messages signalling intent to strengthen
India-Nepal ties.

Nepal has withessed a generational political
shift, with a young, non-traditional leadership
emerging after political changes in 2025.

India and Nepal share deep cultural, economic,
and political linkages, including open borders
and people-to-people ties.

Relations have faced strain in recent years due
to issues like constitutional disagreements
(2015), border blockade, and territorial
disputes.

Nepal’s economy remains dependent on
remittances (~14% population abroad),
tourism, and hydropower exports, with India as
a key partner.

Key Points

India-Nepal ties are rooted in:

o QOpen border system allowing free
movement of people.

o Shared civilizational, cultural, and familial
bonds.

Nepal’s strategic importance:

o Landlocked country dependent on India for
trade and transit.

o Potential hydropower hub linked to India’s
regional energy grid plans.

Political shift in Nepal:

o Rise of a Gen-Z leadership with different foreign
policy outlook.

o First Madhesi-origin Prime Minister, breaking
traditional elite dominance.

Emerging concerns:

o Assertion of nationalism in Nepal (e.g., “Greater
Nepal” discourse).

o Possible recalibration of Nepal’s ties with China
and the U.S.

Key pending bilateral issues:

o Revision of India-Nepal Treaty of Peace and
Friendship (1950).

o Market access for Nepal’s electricity exports.

o Overflight rights for new Nepali airports.

External challenges:

o Impact of West Asia crisis on Nepal’s fuel and
fertilizer imports.

o Economic vulnerabilities due to dependence on
remittances.

Static Linkages

India’s Neighbourhood Policy and regional
diplomacy principles (India Year Book, MEA)
Treaty of Peace and Friendship, 1950 - provisions
on trade, movement, and security

Federalism and identity politics in South Asia
(NCERT Polity & Sociology themes)

Hydropower potential in Himalayan rivers (NCERT
Geography - Water Resources)

Remittances and migration trends (Economic
Survey, World Bank data)

Strategic importance of buffer states in geopolitics

Critical Analysis
Opportunities

Strengthening energy cooperation through
hydropower trade.

Leveraging cultural diplomacy and people-to-
people ties.

Resetting ties with a new political leadership in
Nepal.

Challenges

Rising nationalism and anti-India sentiment in
Nepal.

China’s increasing influence via infrastructure and
BRI projects.

Legacy issues like border disputes (Kalapani,
Lipulekh).

Economic asymmetry leading to perception of
Indian dominance.

Stakeholder Perspectives

Nepal:Seeks strategic autonomy and diversified
partnerships.

India:Aims to maintain regional stability and
influence.

China:lnterested in expanding strategic footprintin
Himalayas.



Concerns
* Delay in diplomatic outreach may push Nepal
closer to China.
e Overdependence of Nepal on remittances -
economic vulnerability.

Way Forward

* Proactive high-level diplomatic engagement,
including early visits.

e Revisit and modernize the 1950 Treaty to
address Nepal’s concerns.

e Facilitate hydropower trade and grid
connectivity.

e Ease restrictions on Nepal’s aviation and
energy exports.

* Promote sub-regional cooperation (BBIN
framework).

* Adopt a sensitive and non-hegemonic
approach respecting Nepal’s sovereignty.

* Enhance development partnership
transparency and delivery efficiency.
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On a wing
Subsidies will not create demand for
air travel to small wwns
n a bid to revive the regional aviation sector,
' the Union Cabinet has signed off on a *Mod-
ified UDAN" scheme with a sixfold higher
outlay. The scheme had first been launched to ex-
pand aviation o interior areas, using scheduled
commuter airlines, Even then, industry analysts
and experis had complained that UDAN did not
miake a viable business case for small reglonal alr-
lines due to a lack of supporting infrastructure,
low or unpredictable passenger demand, insuffi-
cient coverage of operating costs, and lack of
awareness. In Modified UDAN, the subsidy pe-
riod for tier-1l and tier-1l routes has been in-
creased from three years to five years, an exten-
sion at beast one of the small carriers had sought
under UDAN before the COVID-9 pandemic hit.
The exchequer will also fund the subsidies direct-
ly rather than having airlines levy an additional
charge from passengers, with the government
seting aside 210,043 crore over the next decade
to this end. The government will alse spend
22,159 crore to redevelop a hundred unused air-
strips, 3,661 crore to build 200 helipads in re-
mote areas, and purchase aircraft and helicop-
ters for state carriers to boost last-mile
connectivity to better match the mode of tran-
sport to actual demand and geography. The
scheme will also pay for ongoing costs such as
staffing and maintenance of low-traffic airports.
Regional aviation in India is structurally fragile
and unlikely to become widely self-sustaining
due to the unyleldingly high cost per passenger,
price sensitivity, competition from rail and road
transport, and operational inefficiencies, UDAN
did not address them adequately and, sadly,
Modified UDAN carries that failing over. The fore-
most one is weak underlying demand, with
UDAN often picking routes with insufficient eco-
nomic activity even as leisure and occasional tra-
vel could not sustain regular flights. Extending
the subsidies, even if they are eased from the
third year onwards, could keep routes alive for
longer but will not of itself create demand. In this
sense, the government’s reluctance to revisit how
it identifies and nurtures routes, and how diffe-
rent transport modes might substitute for air tra-
vel in low-density regions, seems inexplicable.
The emphasizs on last-mile connectivity and bet-
ter planning also appears only partially incorpo-
rated as the details the Civil Aviation Ministry
shared did not mention ground transport links or
integrated scheduling, among others. Whether
the decision to sustain connectivity using sus-
tained government support, rather than culiivate
a market that can stand on its own, will lead to
lasting changes depends on whether route selec-
tion and integration with broader transport and
economic networks improve in practice.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

* The Union Cabinet has approved a Modified
UDAN (Ude Desh ka Aam Nagrik) scheme to
revive regional aviation.

e The original UDAN scheme was launched in
2016 under the National Civil Aviation Policy
(NCAP), 2016 to enhance regional air
connectivity.

e Persistent issues such as low passenger
demand, high operational costs, and poor
infrastructure limited its success.

e The modified scheme significantly increases
financial outlay and expands infrastructure
development to boost last-mile connectivity.

Key Points

o Financial Outlay%¥10,043 crore allocated
over 10 years for subsidies (Viability Gap
Funding - VGF).

o Subsidy burden shifted fully to the
government (earlier partly funded through
passenger levy).

o |nfrastructure Push¥12,159 crore for
redevelopment of 100
unused/underutilized airstrips.

o 33,661 crore for construction of 200 helipads in
remote areas.

o Operational ChangesSubsidy period for Tier-ll
and Tier-lll routes extended from 3 years to 5
years.

o Government support for operational costs like
staffing and maintenance of low-traffic airports.

o Provision to purchase aircraft and helicopters
for state carriers.

o ObjectiveEnhance regional connectivity and
last-mile access, especially in remote and hilly
regions.

o Align transport modes (aircraft/heli) with
geographical needs.

Static Linkages

e Air transport as part of infrastructure sector
contributing to economic growth and regional
development.

e Concept of Viability Gap Funding (VGF) for
infrastructure projects (Public-Private Partnership
model).

¢ Role of connectivity in balanced regional
development (as per Economic Survey).

e Transport geography - suitability of different
transport modes based on terrain and demand.

e Subsidy economics - issues of market distortion
and fiscal burden.

e Federal governance — Centre-State coordination in
infrastructure development.

Critical Analysis
Positives
e Improves connectivity in remote and hilly regions.
e Promotes inclusive and balanced regional
development.
e Boosts tourism, trade, emergency services.
Concerns
e | ow demand viability on many routes.
e High cost per passenger.
e Competition from rail/road transport.
e Rising fiscal burden due to subsidies.
e Weak multi-modal integration.

Way Forward
e Demand-based route planning.
e |ntegrate with road & rail networks.
e Promote regional economic hubs.
e Use cost-efficient aircraft.
e Regular performance review of routes.



‘New normal (in
India-Canadaties)
does not erase what

DivyaA
New Delhi, March 29

HIS BELONGINGS packed in
cartons at his Delhi residence,
ready to be shipped to his
hometown Patna, former [n-
dian High Commissioner o Ca-
nada Sanjay Verma recalls
another shift that took place in
the twilight of his 37 years in
foreign service — one that was
abrupt and “tense”.

‘That was in October 2024,
when Verma was declared per-
s0na non grata, along with five
other Indian officials, by the Jus-
tin Trudean government in Ca-
nada over the Hardeep Singh
Nijjar assassination case — India
had denied any involvement in
thekilling. Today, Vermasays he
is happy that ties have mended
between the two countries, and
a“new normal” is being worked
out. Edited excerpts fromanex-
clusive interview:

Canada’s Prime Minister
Mark Carney visited India
this month. There has been
aturnaround in India-
Canadaties. Youwere in
Ottawa when ties were
frozen, what do you think
necessitated this
(turnaround)?
Whatever was happeningin
Canada when [ was there was
politically motivated. And the
political motivation could
linger long, ar could be cut

has happened’

% 55
Interview

e
[=28N

SANJAYVERMA
FORMER BRDMAN HIGH COMMISSIONER
TOCANADA

short dependingon the person
inthechair. So, that iswhat has
happened (with PM Mark Car-
ney coming in). Whenever
thereisachange, there isawin-
dow of opportunity. And that
window was quickly claimed
through thie visit of Prime Min-
Ester Narendra Modi toCanada.
PM Carney is more of a global
citizen, having served as gov-
ernor of the British central
bank. He has seen the world
from a very different lens,
which has a bit of geopolitics,
but alot of pragmatism.
Earlier, everything was
being put in one basket, which
was highly coloured by the
views expressed by Khalistani
extremistsand terrorlsts there,
Now, there are two containers.
In one container, those areas
»CONTINUED OM PAGE 2

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

* Diplomatic ties between India and Canada
witnessed a severe downturn following
allegations by Canadian PM Justin Trudeau in
2023 regarding India’s alleged involvement in
the killing of Hardeep Singh Nijjar.

* [ndia strongly denied the allegations and
termed them “politically motivated.”

e Several Indian diplomats, including Sanjay
Verma, were declared persona non grata.

* Recent developments, including leadership
change in Canada under Mark Carney and
diplomatic engagement with Narendra Modi,
indicate a gradual normalization of relations.

e Canadian investigative agencies (RCMP)
recently indicated lack of evidence linking
India directly to the Nijjar case.

Key Points
e Diplomatic Crisis Trigger: Allegations of
“transnational repression” by Canada without
publicly substantiated evidence.
e Persona Non Grata: Rare diplomatic step under
Vienna Convention; expulsion of diplomats.
¢ Khalistani Extremism Issue:
o Historical roots linked to events like the Air
India Flight 182 bombing.
o Concerns of extremist networks operating
within diaspora communities.

e Geopolitical Shift:

o Canada seeking diversification amid
overdependence on the US.

o India emerging as a key strategic and economic
partner.

e Diaspora Dynamics: Large Sikh population in
Canada; majority peaceful but small radical fringe
influencing politics.

e Parallel Developments: US-based case involving
Gurpatwant Singh Pannun remains legally distinct.

e Current Phase: Transition from confrontation to “re-
normalisation” rather than complete reset.

Static Linkages
e Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations (1961):
o Article 9 allows declaring diplomats persona non
grata.
e Sovereignty & Non-Intervention Principle (UN
Charter).
e Diaspora & Foreign Policy: Role of overseas
communities in shaping bilateral relations.
e Internal Security:
o Challenges of separatism and transnational
terrorism.
e India’s Foreign Policy Doctrine:
o Strategic autonomy
o Neighborhood and extended neighborhood
diplomacy
e Evidence & Rule of Law: Criminal justice principle—
burden of proof lies on accuser.

Critical Analysis
e Pros:
o Re-normalisation improves strategic and
economic ties
o Reinforces rule-based order (evidence-based
approach)
e Cons:
o Politicisation of intelligence
o Diaspora extremism influencing bilateral ties
o Trust deficit between nations

Way Forward
e Strengthen counter-terror cooperation
e Ensure evidence-based diplomatic engagement
e Engage diaspora to isolate extremist elements
e Resume trade negotiations (CEPA)
e |nstitutional dialogue mechanisms



We need a green exit

from the urea trap

CHANDRA
BHUSHAN

W must
optimise urea

HE WEST Asia conflict has
thrown & spodlight on India's
e eneniry Irsecurity, What i
bewsclbscuzssod bs how thisvulner:

abiSiry affects our food secusity,

g bevedisedd oot ofreen ures between 2028

il 00 werks ol Lo about $475 per lonoe,

coampared with 540 lor grey urea. Todiy,

ey urca ingiobal markets bineching $600

pertonne. in anerofuncertain geopolitics,
heastihted bn i |
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higher crop yieds. Urea accounts for 56 per
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Urea production Invobves two key pro-
oo froem bydeogen

Inciia has progremmes o povwer this tran-
sition; they need to be redirecied. The Na:
thonal Green Hydrogen Misslon foousesion
xporting groen smansonds and uséng it in
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fiocuas maust shift towards green urea. The
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tiser the supply of OO 1o urea plants. I we
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We must also optimise urea consump-
thon, because urea ks significantly ovenused
Insthecountry, polluting land, water and o

mate. To achieve this, the governmeni
should launch a Green Urea Mission thag
doesthree thirgs: Trarsitionurea marufac-
ruaturs] gees bo green hydrogen,

and nitrogen, snd then reacting Ewith Oz,
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trolysis. [n Che 19706, the Fertiliser Corpor-
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Iiscreas T area nder on-chimbeal far-
ming 8050 peroent. impeove nitrogen use el
lickency In agrculture by 30 percent, andre-
e thee propoetion of urea in nirgenous.
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profectediobe 20 percentiowerthantiatel  lsurpent.
Urea Missi
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‘nearly 100 per.cent. For the sector, the aver-

Woerwrriber ks CECY, Forest

o Green urea: Hydrogen via electrolysis
(renewables) + Nitrogen (air) + CO. (carbon
capture).

o Economic trendsGlobal grey urea price ~
$600/tonne.

o Green urea projected to be:

= 20% cheaper by 2030
= Nearly 100% cheaper by 2050

o Environmental concernsOveruse leads to:

® Soil degradation
= Water pollution (nitrate leaching)
= Greenhouse gas emissions

o Government initiativesNational Green Hydrogen
Mission

o Budget allocation for Carbon Capture,
Utilisation and Storage (CCUS) (~¥20,000 crore)

Static Linkages

Green Revolution - Input-intensive agriculture and

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

The ongoing West Asia conflict has heightened
global energy insecurity, directly impacting
countries like India that depend on imported
fossil fuels.

India’s fertiliser sector—especially urea—is
heavily dependent on imported natural gas,
linking energy security with food security.
Around 90% of urea consumption is import-
dependent (directly or indirectly), exposing
agriculture to geopolitical shocks.

Rising fertiliser subsidies (¥1.65 lakh crore in
2022-23) reflect fiscal stress and structural
inefficiencies.

Policy discussions are now focusing on
transitioning towards green urea using
renewable energy and green hydrogen.

Key Points

o Urea dominance in agricultureAccounts for
56% of total fertiliser use.

o Makes up nearly 80% of nitrogenous
fertilisers.

o Import dependenceOver 80% of domestic
production depends on imported natural
gas.

o More than 20% of urea is directly imported.

o Production processConventional (grey
urea): Natural gas » Hydrogen + Nitrogen +
CO:2 - Urea.

fertiliser dependency

e Haber-Bosch Process - Industrial ammonia
production

e Nitrogen Cycle -» Role of nitrogen in plant growth

e Subsidy - Fiscal policy tool and distortions

e Renewable Energy - Solar and wind power potential
in India

e Sustainable Agriculture » Organic farming, precision
farming

e Climate Change » GHG emissions from agriculture
sector

e Environmental Pollution » Eutrophication due to
fertiliser runoff

Critical Analysis
Pros

e Reduces import dependence
Cuts subsidy burden
Supports climate commitments
Promotes self-reliance
Cons
High initial investment
Infrastructure constraints
Policy/regulatory rigidity
Farmer affordability concerns

Way Forward
e Launch Green Urea Mission
e Phase-wise urea decontrol
e Promote nano urea & precision farming
e Improve Nitrogen Use Efficiency (NUE)
e Expand renewable energy for fertilisers
e Encourage balanced fertiliser use (N:P:K)
e Support natural/organic farming
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News
e Escalation of tensions in West Asia has
renewed concerns over energy security,
maritime chokepoints, and regional instability.
e [ndia’s restrained diplomatic stance has been
criticized, but reflects a policy of calibrated
multi-alignment.
* |India maintains parallel relations with key
stakeholders:
o Iran (energy, connectivity)
o Israel (defence, technology)
o Gulf nations like Saudi Arabia and United
Arab Emirates (energy, diaspora)
o United States (strategic partnership)
e The crisis highlights India’s dependence on the
Strait of Hormuz for oil imports and the
vulnerability of its diaspora in the Gulf.

Key Points

o Energy Dependence~88% of India’s crude
oil imports transit through the Strait of
Hormuz.

o Indiais the 3rd largest oil importer globally
(IEA/Economic Survey).

o Diaspora Factor~9 million Indians reside in
Gulf countries.

o Annual remittances exceed $100 billion
(World Bank), with Gulf contributing a
major share.

o Strategic Autonomylndia follows multi-
alignment, not bloc politics.

o Avoids public alignment to preserve ties across
rival regional actors.

o Economic & Energy Diversificationlnvestments
worth ~$10 billion in green hydrogen from UAE
and Saudi Arabia.

o Continued diversification of energy sources
(Russia, renewables, strategic reserves).

o Maritime SecurityEnsuring safe passage of
Indian vessels in the Persian Gulf region.

o Naval preparedness aligns with SAGAR doctrine
(Security and Growth for All in the Region).

o Engagement with IranDespite sanctions, India
secured humanitarian imports (e.g., LPG).

o Strategic importance of Chabahar Port for
connectivity to Central Asia.

o Multilateral Constraintsindia’s role in BRICS
requires balancing diverse geopolitical
positions.

Static Linkages

e |ndia’s energy security framework (Economic
Survey, NITI Aayog Energy Strategy).

e Diaspora policy — Pravasi Bharatiya initiatives
(Ministry of External Affairs).

e Strategic autonomy - evolution from Non-
Alignment (NCERT Modern India).

e Maritime geography - importance of chokepoints
like Hormuz (NCERT Geography).

e |ndian Ocean policy — SAGAR doctrine and naval
strategy.

e West Asia policy - “Link West Policy” (MEA).

Critical Analysis

Pros
e Protects energy + diaspora interests
e Maintains ties with all stakeholders
e Enhances strategic flexibility

Cons
e Perceived lack of strong stance
e |imited global leadership role
e Continued energy dependence risk

Way Forward
e Diversify energy (renewables, hydrogen)
e Strengthen naval security in IOR
e Expand strategic reserves
¢ Deepen connectivity (Chabahar, corridors)
e Balanced but proactive diplomacy



G7 meet underlines
fractures in the West

HEN THE foreign ministers of the Group of

Seven met at a mediaeval monastery outside

Paris last week, their agenda was inevitably domi-

nated by the US-Israell war against Iran and its
cascading global economic consequences. The ministers called
for an immediate halt toattacks on civilians and civilian infra-
structure, emphasised the protection of diplomatic missions
and foreign nationals, and warmned that continued escalation
could destabilise the wider Middle East. They called for coor-
dinated humanitarian assistance for affected populations and
undedined the need for a return to diplomatic channels, The
G7 ministers also warned that disruption toshipping through
the waterways posed a serious threat to the global economy,
given the large share of the world's oil and gas that transits it,
and indicated readiness tocoordinate maritime security efforts
toensure freedom of navigation.

“The barebones statement did linle 1o conceal, however, the
deepeningdivisions between Washington and its NATO partners.
Trumphasbeen relentless in publicly castigating European allies
for their reluctance to back the US against Iran, The Europeans,
for their part, fee] angry at being excluded from decisionsovera
war at their doorstep; some have declared it illegal and want no
pant in it. Secretary of State Marco Rubio reminded European
partnersthat Washington has bome the major share of Ukraine'’s
defence over four years — a war, he pointedly noted, not of
America’s making, He also sough them that the war
against Iran would be over within weeks and that the US would
prevail. For five decades, the GThasbeen the sheet anchorof West-
em leadershipofthe international order. It has weathered political
storms before. This time, though, the differences look deepand
structural mther than superficial and tactical.

External Affairs Minister $ Jaishankar attended the Paris
meetingasaspecial invitee, alongside counterparts from Brazil,
Saudi Arabia, South Korea, and Ukmaine. He used the occasion
o engage collectively and bilaterally with G7 ministers and to
underscore the importance of coerdinated action inending the
war. Jaishankar and his French counterpart agreed tomaintain
close coordination on securing the Strait of Hormuz. The two
ministers also confirmed Prime Minister Narendra Modi's par-
ticipation in the G7 Summit in June, underlining India’s con-
tribution to the group's work on macroeconomic imbalances
and international partnerships. India’s presence at the Paris
meeting was a demonstration of the country's growing global
sallence — and a reminder of the greater responsibilities that
come with it. As the fracture within the West deepens, India’s
contribution to stabilising the Gulf situation becomes not
merely needed but also urgent.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

e Foreign Ministers of the Group of Seven met in
Paris amid escalating tensions due to the US-
Israel conflict with Iran.

e The meeting focused on humanitarian
concerns, protection of civilians, and risks to
global economic stability.

e Concerns raised over disruption in critical
maritime routes like the Strait of Hormuz
affecting global energy supplies.

e Visible divisions emerged between the US and
its European allies over legality and
participation in the conflict.

* India, represented by S. Jaishankar, attended
as a special invitee, reflecting India’s growing
global role.

Key Points
e G7 called for:

o Immediate halt to attacks on civilians and
infrastructure.

o Protection of diplomatic missions (Vienna
Convention obligations).

o Coordinated humanitarian assistance.

o Restoration of diplomatic engagement.

e Maritime Security:

o Emphasis on ensuring freedom of
navigation in key chokepoints.

o Threat to ~20% of global oil trade passing
through Hormuz (Energy security concern -
Economic Survey insights).

e Strategic Rift:

US pushing for strong alignment against Iran.
European nations cautious; some termed the war
“illegal”.

o Indicates weakening cohesion of Western alliance
(post-Cold War order).

India’s Role:

o Balancing ties with US, Iran, Gulf countries (multi-
alignment).

o Engagement with France on maritime security
cooperation.

o Participation in upcoming G7 Summit (global
governance role).

Static Linkages

India’s energy imports:

o ~85% crude oil import dependence (Ministry of
Petroleum data).

Importance of West Asia:

o Major source of remittances (Indian diaspora ~9
million in Gulf).

Freedom of Navigation:

o Principle under UNCLOS.

Diplomatic protection:

o Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations ensures
safety of missions.

Balance of Power theory (Class 12 NCERT - IR basics).

Strategic choke points:

o Hormuz, Bab-el-Mandeb, Malacca Strait.

Critical Analysis
Positives

G7 recognition of humanitarian concerns strengthens
global norms.

Maritime coordination helps protect global trade flows.
India’s inclusion reflects rise as a key stabilising power.

Concerns

Fragmentation within the West weakens global
institutional leadership.

Risk of escalation into wider regional conflict.
Disruption in oil supply may trigger inflation and fiscal
stress in India.

Lack of UN-led resolution reduces legitimacy of actions.

Stakeholder Perspectives

US: Strategic dominance and deterrence against Iran.
Europe: Preference for diplomacy, legal legitimacy.
India: Stability + energy security + diaspora safety.
Gulf countries: Concerned about regional spillover.

Way Forward

Strengthen diplomatic channels through multilateral
forums (UN, G20).

India to deepen strategic autonomy and multi-
alignment policy.

Enhance Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR) capacity.
Diversify energy imports (Russia, renewables, green
hydrogen).

Expand naval cooperation for maritime security in IOR
and beyond.

Promote conflict resolution through dialogue (Track-Il
diplomacy).



Crisis must spur
efficient use of resources

N THE1970s, when the first oil shocks emanated from West

Asla, Indian farmers were just starting to use urea and di-

ammonium phosphate, while householdsoverwhelmingly

relied on firewood and dung cakes for cooking. and a min-
uscule minority wore polyester and nylon fabrics. That isn't so
today, with over 70 million tonnes of anmual chemical fertiliser
consumption, 330 million active domestic LPG connections, al-
miost 60 percentofIndia’s textile production based onmanmade
fibres, and polymers becoming ublquitous in everything from
plastic bags, bottlesand bucketsto pipes and cables. Itis not sur-
prising that the current US-Israel-versus-Iran war is having a far
more widespread impact on India’s economy. Everyone — con-
sumers, manufacturers, eatery operators, farmers and aidine
companies — is feeling the heat.

“Thiks war could be to Indla what the 19708 e nergy crises were
tothe Western economies. Thatdecade ofhigh inflation and low
growth (“stagflation™) upended the prevailing Keynesian econ-
omicmodel of fiscal policy-led demand management, paving the
way for Reaganomics in the US and Thatcherism in the UB. A
similarwake-upcall awaits India, at least with regard todepend-
ence on imported energy, especially fossil fuels. Indian farmers
are unlikely togo back to ploughing their fields with bullocks or
replace factory-made chemical fertilisers with composted cow
mianure, Mor s itdesirable to returm to the era of smoky kitchens
and cooking with dried dung. tree branches or coal. But it cer-
tainly cannot bebusiness asusual, The 1970sshock impelled Bra-
zil to launch an ambitious ethanol-based transporn fuels pro-
gramme. Efficient use of resources that India lacks, along with
paying their full scarcity value and searching for viable alter-
natives, has to be malnstreamed into government policy and con-
sumer behaviour. It means not subsidising fertilisers or limiting
ittoacerain number of bags per farmer, & la LPG cylinders.

Efficlent imported energy use apart, India must step on the
gas with ethanol-blending in petrol and incentivising the pro-
duction of edectrified flex fued vehicles. Thisshould be accompa-
nied by ascaling-up of initiatives suchas bio-additivesin chemi-
cal fertilisers (to enhance nutrient uptake and improve soil
health), dimethyl ether from biomass-derived methanol (asa
substinute for LG, bio-CNG from sugarcane pressmud and other
agriculiural aswell as municipal erganic waste, and potash from
distillery spent wash. The chances of successare higher whenthe
opportunity cost of imported fuels — that extendsto national se-
curity and strategic vulnerabilitics — becomes obvious. For Ingdia,
this is an unprecedented crisis and a moment of epportunity.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

* Ongoing US-Israel-Iran conflict has triggered
global energy and supply-chain disruptions.

* India’s economic exposure has deepened
compared to the 1970s due to:

o Heavy dependence on imported fossil fuels
(85% crude oil import dependence -
Economic Survey).

o Rising consumption of chemical fertilisers
(*70+ million tonnes annually).

o Expansion of LPG usage (*33 crore
connections under Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala
Yojana).

o Increased reliance on petrochemical-based
products (plastics, synthetic fibres).

* The crisis highlights vulnerabilities in energy
security, food security, and industrial
production.

* The situation is comparable to the 1970s Qil
Crisis that caused stagflation in Western
economies.

Key Points

o Energy Dependencelndia imports ~85% of
crude oil and ~50% of natural gas
(Economic Survey).

o West Asia supplies ~60% of India’s crude
imports (Ministry of Petroleum).

o Fertiliser Vulnerabilitylndia imports key
fertiliser inputs (phosphatic, potassic
fertilisers).

Urea accounts for ~56% of fertiliser consumption.
Inflationary PressuresHigher crude prices - increased
transport, aviation, food, and manufacturing costs.
Risk of cost-push inflation and possible stagflation.
Policy ChallengesSubsidy burden (fertiliser + LPG)
strains fiscal balance.

o Energy transition remains incomplete despite
renewable expansion.

o Emerging AlternativesEthanol blending target: 20% by
2025 (Ministry of Petroleum).

o Bio-CNG, green hydrogen, dimethyl ether (DME), and
bio-fertilisers gaining policy traction.

Static Linkages

India’s import dependence in energy sector (Economic
Survey, Class XII NCERT - Indian Economic Development)
Concept of stagflation (high inflation + low growth)
(Macroeconomics NCERT)

Fertiliser subsidy and nutrient imbalance (Economic
Survey, Soil Health Card Scheme)

Biofuels policy (National Policy on Biofuels, 2018)

Energy security as part of national security (India Year
Book)

Environmental impact of fossil fuels (Class XII Geography
NCERT - Resources and Development)

Critical Analysis
ositives / Opportunities

Crisis can accelerate energy diversification (renewables,
biofuels).

Push for Atmanirbhar Bharat in fertilisers and energy.
Encourages efficient resource pricing and reduction of
wasteful subsidies.

Boost to innovation: flex-fuel vehicles, green hydrogen,
bio-CNG.

Concerns / Challenges

High fiscal burden due to subsidies (fertiliser + LPG).
Inflation impacts poor households and farmers
disproportionately.

Transition costs: infrastructure, technology, behavioural
change.

Risk of food insecurity due to fertiliser price shocks.
Strategic vulnerability due to geopolitical dependence on
West Asia.

Stakeholder Perspective

Farmers: Dependence on subsidised fertilisers; price rise
hurts yields.

Consumers: Rising LPG and fuel costs.

Industry: Increased input costs reduce competitiveness.
Government: Balancing fiscal prudence vs welfare
commitments.

Way Forward

Gradual rationalisation of fertiliser and LPG subsidies with
DBT targeting.

Accelerate 20% ethanol blending and promote flex-fuel
vehicles.

Scale up biofertilisers and nano-urea (IFFCO initiative).
Promote green hydrogen mission for long-term energy
security.

Diversify crude import sources (Russia, Africa, Latin
America).

Invest in strategic petroleum reserves.

Encourage circular economy: waste-to-energy
Strengthen renewable energy capacity (
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