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Tehran dismisses U.S. attempt
to end conflict, sets own terms

Halting aggmssion. reparations. and recognition of its sovercignty” over the Strait of Honmue ane part of Tehran's terms: LS.
Is offering sanctions refief in return for the Islamic Republic sbandoning its nuclear programme and reopening the Strit

Szanky Johny

ran on Wednesdary dis
missed 2/ LS. proposal
e thae war and set

peace, evenas it conised
trading fire with lsrael

The US proposal of:
fered 3 ceasefire and sanc-
thome el in return for the
Iilamic Republic shandeen
iy itn rnaclear puvgramme
and reopesing ke Sarait of
Hormz

Iran, according 1o state
mn Press TV has bid
down fve conditions o 8
e i s, hich the LS.
and lsrae] Lunched o Fe-
Toruary I8 with £he assssh
nation of Supeeme Leades

¥ All
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

Iran has rejected a U.S.-backed ceasefire
proposal amid ongoing conflict with Israel.
The conflict reportedly escalated after the
assassination of Ali Khamenei (as per Iranian
claims), triggering retaliatory attacks.
The U.S. proposal included:

o Sanctions relief

o Rollback of Iran’s nuclear and missile

programmes

o Reopening of the Strait of Hormuz

Iran instead proposed its own peace
conditions, emphasizing sovereignty and
reparations.

Missile exchanges continue between Iran and
Israel, with possible U.S. troop deployment in
West Asia.

Key Points

Iran’s Five Conditions for Peace:Complete halt
to military aggression and targeted
assassinations

Binding mechanisms to prevent future attacks
War reparations

End to multi-front conflict (including proxies)
Recognition of Iran’s sovereignty over the
Strait of Hormuz

Strategic Developments:lran launched missile
attacks on Israel and U.S. bases in the Persian
Gulf

Israel targeted Iranian military infrastructure in
Isfahan

U.S. considering deployment of the 82nd
Airborne Division

Diplomatic Tensions:lran denies ongoing
negotiations despite U.S. claims

Pakistan reportedly acted as an intermediary
for U.S. proposals

Statements from Donald Trump suggest
optimism, but lack clarity

Static Linkages

e Strait of Hormuz handles ~20% of global oil
trade - critical chokepoint

e Freedom of navigation under UNCLOS (1982)
vs coastal state control

* Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT): Iran is
a signatory, Israel is not

e Concept of deterrence and proxy warfare in
international relations

e Role of sanctions in global diplomacy (UN, U.S.
unilateral sanctions)

e West Asia as a geopolitically volatile region due
to energy and religious factors

Critical Analysis

e Escalation Risk: Regional conflict may expand
into a wider West Asian war

e Energy Shock: Disruption in Hormuz can spike
oil prices » inflationary pressure globally

e Legal lssues: Iran’s claim over Strait conflicts
with international maritime law

* Diplomatic Breakdown: Weakening of nuclear
deal frameworks (e.g., JCPOA-type
arrangements)

India’s Concern: High dependence on West
Asian oil + diaspora safety

Way Forward

Revive nuclear diplomacy through multilateral
negotiations

Ensure freedom of navigation under UNCLOS
norms

Promote de-escalation via neutral mediators
(UN, middle powers)

Diversify energy imports (strategic reserves,
renewables)

Strengthen global non-proliferation
mechanisms



Govt. defends stand
as Opposition raises
Pakistan role in Iran

Sobhana K, Nair
¥EW DELIE

Parrying the questions
raiged by the Opposition
megarding the reported
central robe played by Pa-
kistan in mediating bet-
ween the ULS. and Iran, Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister §.
Jaishankar on Wednesday
termed the neighbouring
country a “dalal” and said
that it had been playing
this role since 1981,

He was addresing an
all-party meeting chaired
by Defence Minister Raj-
nath Singh on the recent
developments in West Asia
and their impact on india.
Union Petroleum Minkter
Hardeep Fruri also assured
ihe gathering that India
continued to maintain a
strategic  petroleum e
serve of 74 days. While the
Country was not Bcing any
imminent energy crisis, he
moted that the supply cycle
for LPG had extended from
20 days to 45 days. This, he
said, should stabilise soon.

er Indias “silence™, Mr.
Jai asserted  that
with nearly one crone In-
ians living in West Asian
onLries, it was crucial for

while lsrael was a key
technological partner.

The External Affairs M-
nister also sald that the
LS. sanctions on lndia had
a long history and that pre-
wios administrations in
Washingron had deployed
them in the past. While the
Opposition “shamed” the
government, he said that
India’s import of Russian
gl mever  completely
stopped.

‘Meet unsatisfactory”

Barring  the Trinamoal
Congress, all Opposition
parties attended the meet-
ing. Their questions co:
wvered India’s silence on the
assassination of Iran's late
Supreme Leader Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei; the timing
of PM Modi's visit to Tel
A — twa s before the
US and Israel bunched
srikes on Iran; Pakistan's

India’s stravegic and eco-  role as a mediator; the rise
momic inlefests © man- i LPG prices due 1o the
tain 3 balanced posidon.  ongoing crisis; and Indias
India, he sald, remalned in =~ commitment to the Non-
a unique position, able to  Aligned Movement.
communicate  with  all Speaking to pressper-
sides, sons later, senior Congress
Citing Prime Minister  leader Tarlg Anwar de
Narendra Mosdi's recemt  scribed the mecting as
talks with lranian authori-  “unsais -
tieg, he sid two Indian Semior CPIM)  leadler
ships had been allowed to John Brinas said, “All the
sail through the Strait of  Opposition leaders whe
Hormuz, while 18 others  spoke sabd that the govern
still in the region would  ment should have taken a
soon set sail for Indian  position on the unilaceral
shores. He said that the  attack by the United States
U continued tobe India’s  against a sovercign, inde-
biggest trading  pariner,  pendent country, Iran.”

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News
e External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar
defended India’s diplomatic stance amid
escalating tensions involving Iran, United
States, and Israel.
* Remarks came during an all-party meeting
chaired by Rajnath Singh.
e Opposition questioned:
o India’s “silence” on U.S.-Israel strikes on
Iran
o Alleged mediatory role of Pakistan
e Government highlighted:
o Strategic petroleum reserves (~74 days)
o Safe passage of Indian ships via Strait of
Hormuz
¢ |ndia emphasized maintaining a balanced
diplomatic position due to its stakes in the
region.

Key Points
* India follows strategic autonomy in foreign
policy.
e Around 1 crore Indians reside in West Asia -»
major source of remittances (RBI data).
* Energy Security:

o Indiaimports ~85% of crude oil (Economic

Survey).
o West Asia accounts for a major share of
imports.

e Strategic Petroleum Reserve (SPR):
o Capacity ~74 days (including commercial
stocks).
o Managed by Indian Strategic Petroleum
Reserves Ltd (ISPRL).
e Strait of Hormuz significance:
o Handles ~20% of global oil trade (IEA
estimates).
¢ |ndia maintains ties with:
o U.S.~ largest trading partner
o Israel » technology & defence cooperation
o lIran - connectivity (Chabahar Port), energy
¢ |ndia continued importing discounted Russian
oil despite sanctions.

Static Linkages

¢ Principle of Non-Alignment - evolved into
Strategic Autonomy

e Energy security as a core component of
national security

e Diaspora diplomacy as a tool of foreign policy

e Sea lanes of communication (SLOCs) critical
for trade

¢ Sanctions in international relations and
sovereignty debates

¢ Role of Parliamentary accountability in foreign
policy discussions

Critical Analysis
Advantages of India’s Approach
e Ensures multi-alignment flexibility
¢ Protects energy and economic interests
* Avoids entanglement in conflicts
* Enhances role as a neutral actor
Challenges
e Perception of strategic ambiguity
e Dependence on unstable region
¢ Qil price shocks - inflation
e Pressure from competing global powers

Way Forward
* Diversify crude import sources
e Expand SPR capacity
* Accelerate renewable energy transition
e Strengthen maritime security
e |nstitutionalize diaspora protection
mechanisms
e Continue issue-based alighment



India aiming for 60% non-fossil fuel power sources by 2035

Jacob Koshy

NEW DELHI

Updating its climate goals,
India has pledged that by
2035, 60% of its installed
electricity capacity will
comprise non-fossil sourc-
e, [also aims to reduce by
AT the intensity of emis-
sons per unit of GDP from
2005 level and 1o increase
its carbon sink to 3.5 o 4
billion tonnes,

These targets make up
its MNationally Determined
Comtribution (NDCY, which
are o be communicated
the United Nations Frame-
work Copvention on Ch-
mate Change (UNFOOD).

“We will easily achieve
these goals... [with] the
speed with which we are
expanding our non-fossil

ton Technology Minister
Ashwini Valshnaw said at a
briefing on Wednesday fol-
Bowing 3 Cabinset meeting.
As a signatory to the Pa-
ris Agreement, India was
requined to issue an updat-
ed NDC in 2025, which

spells out its ae-
tions towards transitioning
away from fossil fuel and
improving energy-efficien
Cy Measunes,

At the 30th edition of
the Conference of Parties
in Belem, Brazil, in Novem-
ber last year, Environment
Minigter Bhupendra Yadav
said that India would an-
nounce the NDC by the
“year-end”.

‘Current commitments
India’s current NDC, offi-
clally conveyed 1o the Unit-
ed Nathons in August 2022,
commits to the following
Ty 2000; having 50% of s
capacity of installed elec-
tric power from non-fossil
sources; reducing the in-
tensity of emissions per
unit of GDF by 44%; and in-
creasing its carbon sink to
at least 25 to 3 billon
tonnes of COy equivalent.
The Conlference of Far-
ties, or Col, iga body ol na-
tions that comvenes an-
mually to discuss climate
isswes and proposals to
transition their economies

Redwoe
Green goals . | wer€0%
Tha thegits it for cgopry | bowerirem
2005 under the AT%wom | fuel enerpy
Mationally Deterenined 20075 bewel resnurces

Cantribaticn (WDC] ase

part of Ineia"s horrmal

climate pledges under

the Paris Agreement
»

=

away from fossil fuel.
Currently, about 52% of
India’s installed electricity
capacity comes from non-
Tossil fuel sources = a tar-
get achieved well before
the deadline = though only
about 25% of the power
generated s non-fossil.
These sources include so-
lar, wind, hydropower, bio-

Creane carbon sinic of 3.5 b 4.0
Billion tsmnes of OO, equvalent
through forest and tree cover

A5 a signatory 1o the Pars

A carbon sink of 197 bil
Lion tonnes of OO0 equva-
lent had already been
created from 2005 to 2009,
However, forest and tree
cover accounts for about
24.6% of India’s geographi-
cal area a6 of 2021, which is
higher than the 21% in
2005, bua still less than the

ional policy goal of 13%.

mass, and nuclear power.
As of 2009, sy official esti-
mates, India had achieved
an emissions intensity of
36% from 2005-2020,

“Strong resobve’

“In shaping India's NDC for
2031-2035, the government
has considered the out:

eomes of the firgt Global
Stocktake (GST), principle
of Comman but Differen
tiated Responsibilities and
Respective  Capabilities
{CHORRC), and  equity
with a view o0 harmonize
mational realiiies, develop-
mental priorites, energy
security and the need for
greater ambition in climate
action, in line with the pur-
pose and long-term. goals
of the Paris Agreement,”
the Environment Minkstry
said in a statement.
Initited In 2000, the
GST assesses the world's
collective progress towards
limiting glolal warming 1o
L5 degrees Celsius, con-
cluding that nations are
naot o track. Several inde-
pendent analysts have sug:
pested that while India
may meeet its 2000 NDC -
gets, it is oot enough to
keep the globe on a L5 de-
grees Celsius pathway,
Independent  analysts
said India was picking up
the slack for developed

oountries.
India’s NDC target had

come amid a “rollback of
climate policies” and *un-
ilateral tracke measres™ by
developed, rich countries,
Vaibhav Chaturved, senior
fellow, Council for Energy,
Envirenment and Water
(CEEW), tobd The Hindi.

"It demonstrates a2
strong resobve 1o address
transmission  and  fand
availability — constraints
faced by the renewables
sectorn, The 47% emissions
intensity target shows that
energy security and prices
cannot  be  taken  for
Eranted.”

“At a time when deve
loped countries are back-
tracking on ambition, dee
pening their fossil fuel
emtrenchment, and drag:
ging the world towards mil
itary conflict, the signal
from India shows tha Glo-
bal South (developing
eountry) leadership on cli-
meate ambition is concrete
and real,” Avamika Goswa-
mi. of the Centre for
Science and Environment
(CSE), an influential think
tank, said in a statement.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

India has updated its Nationally Determined
Contributions (NDCs) under the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change.
As a signatory to the Paris Agreement, India
was required to submit an updated NDC in
2025.

The new targets extend commitments up to
2035, building upon the earlier 2030 goals
submitted in August 2022.

Announcement follows global discussions
during Conference of Parties (CoP) and
outcomes of the Global Stocktake (GST).

Key Points

New Targets (by 2035):60% of installed
electricity capacity from non-fossil fuel
sources

47% reduction in emissions intensity of GDP
(from 2005 levels)

Creation of carbon sink of 3.5-4 billion tonnes
CO; equivalent

Existing Targets (by 2030):50% installed
capacity from non-fossil sources

44% reduction in emissions intensity

Carbon sink of 2.5-3 billion tonnes

Current Status:~52% installed capacity already
non-fossil (ahead of 2030 target)

Only ~25% actual electricity generation is non-
fossil

Emissions intensity reduced by ~36% (2005~
2020)

Carbon sink created: ~1.97 billion tonnes
(2005-2019)

Forest cover: ~24.6% (below 33% policy goal)
Guiding Principles:CBDR-RC (Common but
Differentiated Responsibilities and Respective
Capabilities)

Equity and climate justice
Balance between developmental needs and
climate commitments

Static Linkages

India’s climate commitments are voluntary and
nationally determined (bottom-up approach).
Emissions intensity = emissions per unit of GDP
(not absolute emissions).
Carbon sink mainly achieved through
afforestation (Green India Mission).
Energy mix diversification: solar, wind, hydro,
nuclear, biomass.
Constitutional backing:

o Article 48A - Protection of environment

o Article 51A(g) - Fundamental duty of

citizens

Critical Analysis
Pros:

Early achievement of 2030 targets
Enhances energy security
Leadership role of Global South

Challenges:

Gap: installed capacity vs actual generation
Renewable intermittency

Land & transmission constraints

Climate finance dependency

Forest cover below 33% target

Way Forward

Grid modernization & storage systems
Scale up green hydrogen

Increase afforestation

Improve energy efficiency

Strengthen climate finance mechanisms



Cauvery basin to face dry
spell until 2050, says study

Cauvery faces potential dedine of about 35% of its waters between 2026 and 2050, even as iis
northern counterparts brace for floods; researchers warm that water sharing could get tougher

watkanal consaraims, the
rescarchers identified that
cly elght out of 22 models
accurately captured the
seasonality of the indian
RSO0,

Jagalb Keshy
NEW DELID

hile a warming
w chuiz b o

pected to sig-
nificanily increase the flow
of most magar [ndan riv-
ers, the Cauvery basin
SAANGE Gl & 56 ER0Eton.
The river faces a potenilal
“nearterm decline” of 3p-
procimeately 3.5% of its wa-
ters between 2006 and
2050, even 2 its northern
counterparts  brace  for
ook, according to a shu-
dy by researchers 2t the In-
dian Institte of Technokr  ona modellingsnsdyandis  blishment of the Cauvery  well as a 25% increase in
gy T,  Gandhinagas, reliast on an extrapolas  Water Disputes Tribunal  the Indus, % in the Ganga,
published in the peeroe-  ton, B atenps o reduce (CWOT) in 1990, which  and 16% in the Krishna.
viewed journal Eorths  errors that can creep in  took 17 yearstoreacha fi- - When  projections  were

a brd b oo

the ‘waar e’ (M2 20554

an v ety meghiply
awsk

The source models used
are the CMIPG iCoupled
Model  Iptercansparisan
Projedt Phase 6), which sre
the lastest generation of glo-
bl climate modils used by
scierists to project fisure
climate changy

Unconstrained  models
thow a 5% increase in the
Canvery in the near term,
the researchers sald, as

Pugre. from blndly spphing ol nal order in 2007 The trl-  restriered 1o these ‘oo
Ghven ihve fraughi hlsio- dels o predict the  bunal Javall  stralned’ or mose reliable
ry of Cawvery water shar-  lmpact of global warming  able water at 40 thowsand  models, the certainty of &
taka o Indian ranfall To do  million cublc{tmc) feetina  wetter future for most riv-
- that, the authors use ano-  normal year, and allocated  ers increased, but the ot
larly in yearsof deficit rain- ~ vel statistical framework shares accordingly. The look for the Cauvery was
Fall, ehee studly suggests that  arsd base their analysis on - 2068 Supreme Court wver-  grim, with the basin Excing
despite  climate models  actaal river lows between  dict allocated 40425 imefl  "near- and mid-erm water
projecting increased rain- 1951 and 22, measured 3t to Tamil Nadu and 28475 shortages™,
fall RMIMhﬂﬂrlnhlgill mine stations i!pll‘!(‘l"il‘ tmcft to Karnataka, while The researchers were
ndis I the decades  mine major river basies,  also declising the Cavery  bed by Dipesh Singh Chu-
ahwead, the Cauvery might  and then extrapolates the phal and Professor Vimal
not bemefit, Insuchasing:  dsta using 3 “constrained
tion, river interlinking pro-  modellng™ approach. qui =Raw outputs have bias-
The nine rivers are the  day citing drought, but s because of model reso-

anational asset.
In 2023, Tamil Nadu re=  Mishrn of 1T Gandhinsgar,

Cauvery (measured 2t Kol-  Marmataka refused, citing  lution, simplified physics
ject, might be mecessary,  legal), the Gamga (Farak-  its water shortage, leading  that global climase models
the researchers say. k), Brabmaputra (Babad-  to protestsin both States. se, To correct these bias-

The study finds that the  urabad), Indus (Bhakra), s and show futune trends
Cauvery experienced 2 Godavari  (Polwarams),  Water shortage based on what & seually
28% decline in sineamflow  Krishna (Kurundwad), Ma- ~ Water challenges apam,  ohserved., we use con-
between 1951 and 2012,  hanadi (Rasaptpury, Nar-  the suady highlights a per-  strained models.” Mr. Chu-
based on data from Kollee  mada (Mandleshwar), and  sistent problem in climate  phal, the lead author of the
gl which, one of the auth-  Tapl (Burhanpur). schence:  while models  snady, told The Hindw, “As
ors tokd The Hindu, "well  Decades of Blled nego-  agree that India will get  far as the Cauvery b cons
represented” acual flows  tiations on water sharing  warmer, they vary widely  cerned, i mplies that wa
in the Camvery. between Mamataka and  on exacily how much rain  ter sharing could pet

While the study is based  Tamil Nadi bed 1o the esta-  will fall. By applying obser-  vougher™

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

* Arecent study by lIT Gandhinagar, published
in Earth’s Future, highlights declining
streamflow trends in the Cauvery basin
despite projected increases in rainfall due to
global warming.

* The study projects a ~3.5% decline in Cauvery
river flows (2026-2050).

e This contrasts with most major Indian rivers
(Ganga, Indus, Brahmaputra, etc.), which are
expected to witness increased flows and flood
risks.

e The findings gain significance due to the long-
standing Cauvery water dispute between
Karnataka and Tamil Nadu.

Key Points
¢ Historical Decline:

o Cauvery streamflow declined by ~28%
(1951-2012) based on observed data
(Kollegal station).

e Future Projections:

o Near-term decline (~3.5%) in Cauvery basin
flows.

o Other rivers likely to see increases:

= |ndus: ~25%
= Ganga: ~8%
= Krishna: ~16%
* Methodology Innovation:

o Use of “constrained modelling” (filtering
reliable CMIP6 models).

o Only 8 out of 22 climate models accurately
captured Indian monsoon seasonality.

e Key Insight:

o Even with increased rainfall due to warming, Cauvery
basin may not benefit » suggests regional variability in
climate impacts.

e Water Conflict Dimension:

o CWDT (1990-2007) - allocated 740 TMC (normal
year).

o 2018 SC verdict:

= Tamil Nadu: 404.25 TMC
= Karnataka: 284.75 TMC

o Recent (2023) disputes show continued inter-state
tensions during deficit rainfall years.

e Policy Implication:

o Suggested need for river interlinking projects (e.g.,

Godavari—-Cauvery link).

Static Linkages

e [India’s rivers are classified into Himalayan (perennial) and
Peninsular (rain-fed) systems.

e Peninsular rivers like Cauvery are more dependent on
monsoon rainfall » higher variability.

e Article 262: Parliament empowered to adjudicate inter-
state water disputes.

e |nter-State River Water Disputes Act, 1956 governs
tribunals.

e Monsoon variability linked to factors like ENSO, IOD, and
climate change.

e Riverinterlinking part of National Perspective Plan (1980).

ﬁritical Analysis

ositives

e Use of observational constraints improves reliability over
raw climate models.

e Highlights regional disparities in climate impacts, aiding
better policy targeting.

e Draws attention to future water stress hotspots.

Concerns

e Model-based projections » uncertainty remains.

e Declining flows may intensify interstate conflicts.

e River interlinking raises:
o Ecological concerns (biodiversity loss)
o High economic costs

e Over-reliance on supply-side solutions vs demand
management.

Stakeholder Issues

e Farmers:irrigation insecurity

e States: political tensions

e Environment: ecosystem flow disruption

e Urban areas: rising water demand (e.g., Bengaluru,
Chennai)

fvay Forward

e Integrated River Basin Management (IRBM) approach

e Improve water-use efficiency (micro-irrigation, crop
diversification)

e Strengthen real-time hydrological data sharing between
states

e Promote rainwater harvesting & groundwater recharge

e Reassess river interlinking projects with environmental
safeguards

e Enhance climate-resilient water governance policies

e Use advanced climate modelling + local data integration




Transgender Bill receives
RS approval amid uproar

DME, Trinamool demanded the Bill be sent to a select committee of the House for scruting; Union
Minister says it will ensure protection to persons who face discrimination due to biological issues

The Hi n
NEW DELHI

he Rajya $abha on
T Wednesday passed

the  Transgender
Persons  (Frotection  of
Rights) Amendment Bill, a
day after the Lok Sabha
cleared the legislation. The
Opposition had demandid
the Bill should be sent to a
select committee of the
House for further scrutiny
as it had provisions that
would have an impact on
the dignity of the third gen-
der people.

Union Social Justice and
Empewerment Minister Vi-
rendra Kumar, countering
the Opposition's charges
against the Bill, said it is an
effort to take along all seg-
ments of the society
together.

The Minister said the
Bill will ensure protection
1o only those who face dis-
crimination due to biologi-
cal issiies and added that
transgender  people  will
contimue to get legal recog-
nitbon and protection,

“The Narendra Modi go-
vernment is committed to
protecting all those people
whio are suffering due to bi-
ological reasons,” he said

LGB

o

adding that transgender
welfare boards have been
set up in over 30 States,
“This Bill will bring admi-
nistrative clarity and pro-
tect rights of the transgen-
der persons” he said,
adding: “This Bill is not
merely a legal reform but a
pathway (o justice for
those who have bong faced
social exclusion and dis-
crimination due to their
Bdentiny.”

Takes away rights: DMK
DMK MP Tiruchi Siva ar-
gued that the amendments
take away the right of self

= & =
of the Transgender Amendment Bill, 2026, in Mumbai. REUTERS

ing repeal

identification and forces

transgender  persons to  “start

present themselves before
amedical board for gender
identification. “1 am woic-
ing for the people who can-
not come to Parliament,”
M. Siva said and demand-
ed that the Bill must be
sent to a select committee
for consultation with all
stakeholders, legal  ex-
perts, civil society and
transgender community.
Trinamool Congress MP
Saket Gokhale said that on:
ly 22,000 transgender per-
sons owt of their five lakh
population (according to

201 Census) have obtained
certificates and  identity
cards so far under the ex-
isting Act. “They are afraid
to come out in the first
plece,” he said.

Social bias: Trinamool
Mr. Gokhabe said that 3%
of transgender people in
India have attempted sui-
cidbe and out of them, 50%
were below the age of 20.
“They are attempting sui-
cide because of the dis-
crimination that they are
facing everyday,” the Tri-
namonl MP said adding
that as if social discrimina-
tion was not enough, now
ihe government is going to
discriminating™
against them.

CPI{M) MP John Brinas
said the new legislation is
an exclusionary restrictive
measure,

“Recently, the Supreme
Court-appointed  commit-
tee conveyed to the go-
verniment ot to procesd
with this piece of legista-
tion. What happened to
that? Wy is it that the go-
vernment s not consider-
ing the request of the Su-
preme  Court-appointed
committee?™ Mr. Brittas
asked.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

The Parliament has passed the Transgender

Persons (Protection of Rights) Amendment Bill

with approval from both Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha.

The Bill seeks to amend the Transgender
Persons (Protection of Rights) Act, 2019.
Opposition members demanded referral to a

Select Committee citing concerns over dignity,
self-identification, and procedural safeguards.

The government stated that the amendments
aim to provide administrative clarity and
targeted protection for transgender persons.

Key Points

Legal Recognition: Continues recognition of
transgender persons as a distinct gender
category.

Certification Process: Concerns raised about
mandatory medical board certification,
potentially limiting self-identification rights.
Welfare Measures: Government highlighted
establishment of Transgender Welfare Boards
in 30+ States.

Coverage: Focus on individuals facing
discrimination due to “biological reasons” (as
per government stance).

Implementation Gap:

o Only ~32,000 transgender persons have
obtained identity certificates
(PRS/Parliament data).

o Estimated population ~4.9 lakh (Census
2011).

Social Concerns:

o High vulnerability: Reports indicate
significant mental health issues and suicide
attempts among transgender youth (cited
in parliamentary debate).

Static Linkages

Fundamental Rights:

o Article 14 - Equality before law

o Article 15 & 16 - Prohibition of
discrimination

o Article 19(1)(a) - Freedom of expression
(includes gender identity)

o Article 21 - Right to life with dignity

Judicial Landmark:

o NALSA v. Union of India (2014) -
Recognized transgender persons as “third
gender” and upheld right to self-
identification.

Directive Principles:

o Social justice and welfare of marginalized

groups
Institutional Mechanisms:

o National Council for Transgender Persons

(under 2019 Act)

Critical Issues

Conflict with self-identification principle
(NALSA)

Risk of bureaucratic exclusion via certification
process

Low registration indicates lack of trust
Persistent social stigma and discrimination
Weak implementation and outreach

Way Forward

Ensure self-identification without mandatory
medical certification

Simplify procedures - self-declaration model
Strengthen welfare schemes (health,
education, jobs)

Improve awareness + social acceptance
Robust grievance redressal mechanisms
Updated and reliable data collection



The Transgender Persons Amendment Bill, a flawed fix
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Context of the News

* The Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights)
Amendment Bill, 2026 was introduced in Lok

velis, and

chldren,
fassafies, e thrust Bno

ﬂmlndnrhl.h'lwmﬂ!

dayars, where education & a distant dreas;

af chil anad marriage rights, the legal
mmmum«mwmmxm
heritage. india

expemse of ancient indic

equal rights,
systems, and prosects the dignity of imersex:

instead, and forced into begging and
Saae poor offen refuse 1o segister missing

Sabha on March 13, 2026.

* |t seeks to amend the Transgender Persons

(Protection of Rights) Act, 2019.

¢ The Bill introduces changes in definition,
certification process, and penal provisions.

* |t has triggered debate regarding rights,
identity, and constitutional protections of

transgender and intersex persons.

e Concerns raised by activists relate to bodily
autonomy, self-identification, and exclusion of
diverse identities.

Key Points

e Narrowed Definition:

o Restricts “transgender person” to specific
socio-cultural identities (e.g., hijra, kinner,

eunuch).

o Excludes gender-fluid and non-

heteronormative identities.
e Removal of Self-ldentification:

o Deletes provision of self-perceived gender

identity.

o |ntroduces medical board-based

certification.
e |nstitutional Control:

o Certification authority led by Chief Medical

Officer.

o Mandatory reporting of surgeries to

District Magistrate.

L TR kil
The Cemaitution demsands nothing ess.

Intersex Inclusion Issue:

o Continues to include intersex persons
within transgender category, despite
biological distinction.

Penal Provisions:

o Punishment (5-14 years imprisonment) for
forcing individuals into transgender
identity for exploitation.

Data and Policy Gaps:

o Lack of reliable data on transgender and
intersex populations.

o No provisions on marriage, adoption,
inheritance, or civil rights.

Static Linkages

Article 14 - Equality before law

Article 15 & 16 - Prohibition of discrimination
Article 19(1)(a) - Freedom of expression
(includes identity expression)

Article 21 - Right to life, dignity, and privacy
NALSA Judgment (2014) - Recognition of third
gender and self-identification

Fundamental Rights vs Directive Principles
balance

Concepts of bodily autonomy and informed
consent

Census and welfare targeting mechanisms
Social justice and vulnerable sections
framework

Critical Analysis
Positives

Stronger penal provisions against exploitation
Attempts to remove ambiguity in law

Issues

Violates self-identification principle (NALSA)
Medicalisation of identity

Exclusion of gender-fluid identities
Conflation of sex and gender

No protection against intersex surgeries
Absence of civil rights framework

Way Forward

Restore self-identification

Separate sex & gender legally

Ban non-consensual intersex surgeries
Ensure civil rights (marriage, adoption)
Improve data and inclusion policies
Strengthen privacy safeguards



Democracy, dissent and the ‘national image’ debate

he dramaric “shirthess’ protests by the
Indian Youth Congress (1Y) at the India
Al Impact Summit on February 20
triggered a debate on the limiis of dissent and the
respomse: of the nuling party. As soon as the
visals of [YC workers going shirtless to protest
leaders from the Bharativa Janata Party (B
and called Congress beader Rahul Gandhi a

ghobal image. The Delhi Police quickly filed

debate om the manner of protests, it ks not
ah ional

L
events, Such protests ane often seen as a
som of i ks,

Perspective that might not sit well
In democracies, dissent is ofien considered a
safiety valve through which citizens not only

express d
participate in the governance process. Such a

!ammnly said, “Indlia is Indira, Indira is India"

country, they routinely brand any serious

unﬂrmnﬂ

ome: the state s soverelgn, permanent and

ﬁ

alfairs of the state. The executive, or the

government, is another organ of the state, just as

the legislature and the judiciary are. Ina

democracy, the state woubd also include a healthy

opposition that would provide the checks and
nees.

political messaging through mass media that
pushes rowards ereating a ‘ome nation, one
entity’ narrative. Such messaging not only
reinforces a sirong and powerful Centre but also
acts asa safeguard against any centrifugal force.
And the mass mecia 2c1s a8 a fonoe multiplier,

s

of diversity

Mh\l

the India-1LS. trade agreement went viral, several Sandeep Phukan How this distinetion plays out in practice especilly when political communication has
depends largely on the insttutional design of the | become visual and performative. Every evening,
were quick to deseribe it as an “anti-natbonal™ act state, the distribution of power within it and how | TV anchors Bsue certificates of patriotism and sit
a ruling party frames its relationship with them. in judgment on what constitutes an anti-national
“traitor” who was determined to tarnish India's act. In doing so, they merge the line between the
Federal structure tensions government and the country, often anguing that
charges, including rioting and promoting enmity The concept of anall pervasive “strong leader™ exiticism, when amplified globally, are wed by
between groups, and arrested 14 IVE members, ily leads to the actars o g i the of the state,
Doses protesting agaimst the government in where the distinction between dissent and Be it the protests against the Citizenship
Fromt of international delegses ar the AL summi sedithon may dissolve. The sxent to which this (Amendment) Act (CAA) in 2019 or the farmers”
dent the country’s image? While there canbe a tendency manifests itself, however, is shaped by agitation of 2020-21, a large sectkon of the mass
the constitutional anrangement of the state. media accused the protesters of playing into the
In the Indian contest, the Constitution has hanads of the forces that are inimécal to the
been described as a document that is federal in country, And, therefore, a protest against policy
structure and unitary in spiris. While there is 2 became a protest against the notion.
neat division of responsibilities in the central and Th o b Ty py
thee State Lists, the Unlon government has been rellects a deeper debate about the nature of
accorded primacy in the Concurrens List - nationalism in a democracy — whether unity is
subjects over which both and best th a
of a particular policy but also the Centre have jurisdiction. or the assertion of a singular national idemtity,
Parties arguing for 4 “strong” staie often adopt
wiew, however, does not fit well into the narrative a reading of the Constitution that focuses on the Deeper questions
of parties that seek to project strong amd decisive undtary spirit of the document, and any The debate sparked off by the IYC protests goes
leadership, where the personality and charisma contrarian posithon s viewed a8 an amempt to beyond what constivutes a ‘decent’ protess. It
of the leader drive the decision-making process. weaken the Centre. From this perspective, ralses larger questions about how a democracy
In 1976, when former Prime Minister Indira excessive reglonal assertlons are sometimes seen | negotlates the space for dissent while malntalning
Gandhﬂ imposed the l-:nlrrwmcym the ¢ country, a8 carrying the potential to encourage contrifugal | national cohesion.
Dev Kanta tendencies. Aconfident nation derives its st not
These: who ma:unlbt-kdm.lsminurr of merely I'Iumwfnn:rmyhmalan fram its ability 10
Thowgh no BIP leader has gome 1o the extent of the s design, he
equating Prime Minister Narendra Modi with the with different nguistic, mlml and ideol ek, while T
Democratic currents coexisting within the constitutional lowcﬂwﬂunwdnllmgelheuﬂll;md
criticism of him or his government as “an attack surength lies in framework. integrity of the State. . B
ey dissent Political parties or ideologies alone do not The real test of democratic maturity lies not in
The projection of an all-pervasive leadership withaut shape our understanding of the state and the the absence of dissent but in the willingness to
aiften biurs the line between the government and . gowvernment; it is also influenced by the historical | engage with it without conflating criticism of the
thee state. In theory, though, there exists a clear ;““:“1“5 it experience of the state with separatist government with dishoyalty to the nation,
) di I security chall
the government manages the 1o the nation Intelligence and security agendies prefier

supreme, while

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News
* Protests by Indian Youth Congress during an
international Al summit sparked controversy
over limits of dissent and national image.
e Political reactions framed the protest as “anti-

national,” leading to arrests under charges

such as rioting and promoting enmity.
* The episode reignited debate on:

o Legitimacy of protests in democratic

samderp phukangthohindu co.n

Past Instances:
o Protests during Citizenship
Amendment Act and farmers’
agitation framed similarly

Static Linkages

Fundamental Rights include freedom of
speech and expression (Article 19(1)(a))
Reasonable restrictions under Article
19(2)

Concept of “State” under Article 12
Separation of powers: Legislature,
Executive, Judiciary

Federalism with unitary bias (K.C. Wheare
classification)

Role of opposition in parliamentary
democracy

Doctrine of basic structure (limits on
state power)

Critical Analysis
Positives

e Strengthens democratic accountability

systems

Distinction between criticism of
government and disloyalty to the nation
Role of media and political narratives in
shaping public perception

Historical parallels drawn with centralised
leadership tendencies and suppression of
dissent (e.g., Emergency in India).

Key Points
Dissent as Democratic Tool:

o

Considered a “safety valve” enabling
citizen participation and accountability.

Government vs State Distinction:

[e]

o

State = permanent sovereign entity
Government = temporary executive
authority managing state affairs

Narrative of Strong Leadership:
o Increasing tendency to equate criticism of

leadership with attack on nation

Federal vs Unitary Tensions:
o Constitution of India: Federal in structure,

unitary in spirit

o Centre’s dominance via Concurrent List

often leads to friction

Media’s Role:
o Amplifies narratives; sometimes blurs

dissent with anti-nationalism

Enhances citizen participation
Reflects democratic maturity globally

Negatives

May affect international perception
Risk of misuse by anti-state elements
Law and order concerns

Key Issues

Criminalisation of dissent
Blurring of government vs nation
Politicisation of nationalism
Media polarisation

Way Forward

Uphold constitutional morality over
political narratives

Ensure peaceful protest space with clear
legal safeguards

Strengthen institutional checks and
balances

Promote responsible media discourse
Encourage dialogue-based conflict
resolution

Maintain balance between rights and
national integrity



Cuban sorrow

The US. asphyxiation of Cuba demands
global condemnation
ven as the world is feeling the pinch of the
illthought-out and cruel attacks by the
United States and its West Asian loose-
«cannon ally, lsrael, on Iran, an equally helnous
imperial act is under way in the Caribbean, draw-
ing little attention. The Trump administration
has effectively blockaded Cuba's fue] supplies o
pressure regime change, In actions taken since
December 2025, interdicting Venezuelan ofl ship-
ments, threatening punitive tariffs on any coun-
try supplying fuel and deterring Russian diesel
and crude oil supplies, the 1.5, has strangled a
petroleum-dependent country, where oil drives
£3% of power generation. The consequences
have been devastating. There have been three
grid collapses in March 2026, even as garbage is
piling up in Havana and other cities, perishable
food is rotting, and industry and government of-
fices have shut. Donald Trump's actions are cri-
minally illegal by international law. He claims that
{uba is “seeing the end™, boasts that he will have
‘the “honour™ of “taking” Cuba, and has called on
‘the Cuban government to “make a deal before it's
oo late”, without specifying any terms.
The actions against Cuba mst be seen against
a siv-decade long ULS. embargo — but what Cu-
‘bans term a blockade — ever since the revolution
naticnalised U.S.-owned enterprises in the carly
19605, The 1.5s trade embarngo in 1962 was pro-
gressively strengthened as the Helms-Burton Act
of 1996 effectively conscripted the global busi-
ness ity into ing ir. vhill
Cuba i jonasa of i
removed by Barack Obama but restored by Mr.
Trump and lacking any rational basis - has cut
the country off from international banking. That
‘these coercive measures persisted much after the
Cold War reveals that their true purpose is not
U.5. national security, but the appeasement of
the right-wing Cuban-American community in
Florida, led by U.S, Secretary of State Marco Ru-
bin, son of Cuban émigrés, for whom regime
«hange in Havana is a lifelong ambition. Mr.
Trump's military intervention in Venezuela, in-
«wluding capturing a sitting President and seizing
«controd of its oil, was itsell partly designed o sev-
«er Cuba's primary fuel lifeline under the doctors-
for-fuel arrangement. The pattern is clear: im-
punity in Venezuela emboddened the Trump ad-
ministration to asphyxiate Cuba and impunity in
Cuba has accompanied America’s war on Iran,
Eachunchallenged act of imperial overreach nor-
malises the next, threatening not just vulnerable
nations in the U.S. orbit but also the very frame-
‘work of international order. The world, incleding
India, must not remain silent and have the gump-
tion to condemn these actbons and provide hu-
manitarian assistance, under the aegis of the Un-
ited Nations, for the people of Cuba.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

e The United States has intensified coercive
measures against Cuba since December 2025,
including:

o Interdiction of Venezuelan oil shipments.

o Threat of punitive tariffs on countries
supplying fuel to Cuba.

o Deterrence of Russian crude and diesel
exports.

e Cuba, heavily dependent on petroleum (*83%
of power generation), is facing:

o Multiple nationwide grid collapses (March
2026).

o Breakdown of essential services and
industrial shutdowns.

* These developments are rooted in the long-
standing U.S. embargo (since 1962), further
strengthened by the Helms-Burton Act.

e Cuba’s designation as a “state sponsor of
terrorism” has restricted access to global
financial systems.

e Theissue has raised concerns about unilateral
coercive measures and their compatibility with
international law.

Key Points
e Energy Vulnerability:

o Cuba’s energy mix is highly import-
dependent; disruptions directly affect
governance and daily life.

e Nature of U.S. Measures:

o Secondary sanctions and trade restrictions
targeting third countries.

o Economic coercion aimed at political regime
change.

e Humanitarian Impact:

o Power outages, food spoilage, healthcare
disruptions.

o Urban sanitation crises (e.g., waste accumulation
in Havana).

e Historical Continuity:

o U.S.-Cuba tensions date back to the Cuban
Revolution.

o Embargo sustained beyond the Cold War,
indicating geopolitical rather than purely
security motivations.

Global Dimension:

o Involvement of countries like Venezuela and
Russia.

o Raises questions on sovereignty and non-
intervention norms.

Static Linkages

UN Charter principles:

o Sovereign equality of states (Article 2(1)).

o Non-intervention in domestic affairs (Article 2(7)).
Concept of economic sanctions as a foreign policy
tool.

Distinction between unilateral sanctions vs. UN
Security Council-approved sanctions.

Role of energy security in national stability.
Impact of trade embargoes on developing
economies.

Cold War legacy in international relations.
Importance of multilateralism and rules-based
order.

Critical Analysis
Issues

Unilateral sanctions undermine international law (no
UN approval).

Severe humanitarian consequences.

Sets precedent for economic coercion globally.
Weakens multilateral order.

Stakeholders

U.S.: strategic and domestic political interests.
Cuba: sovereignty, economic survival.

Global South: concern over similar coercion.
India: balancing neutrality with principles.

Way Forward

Promote multilateral solutions via United Nations.
Ensure humanitarian exemptions in sanctions.
Strengthen global norms against unilateral coercion.
Diversify energy sources in vulnerable economies.
India: uphold strategic autonomy + rules-based
order
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

India is promoting Al and data infrastructure
through policy measures, including a tax
holiday for foreign companies to establish data
centres.

Commitments worth $240 billion were
announced at the Al Summit for Al and data
infrastructure development.

Rising geopolitical risks (e.g., attacks on data
centres in West Asia, sanctions affecting digital
services) highlight vulnerabilities of digital
infrastructure.

Concerns also include environmental stress
(water, power consumption) and lack of
technology transfer to domestic firms.

Legal ambiguities exist regarding data
protection laws and exposure to international
sanctions regimes.

Key Points

Tax Incentive Policy21-year tax holiday to
prevent double taxation and attract foreign
investment.

Applies to companies using “specified data
centres” owned by Indian entities.

FDI and Ownership NormsData centres must
be Indian-owned (>50% ownership).

Sales routed via Indian resellers.
Geopolitical RisksData centres seen as
strategic infrastructure targets.

Vulnerable to sanctions (e.g., EU, US CLOUD
Act implications).

Legal IssuesAmbiguity under Digital Personal
Data Protection Act, 2023 (DPDPA) regarding
foreign data.

Judicial scrutiny of Double Taxation Avoidance
Agreements (DTAA) after recent rulings.

forms an affected individual and — Royisa partrar at Cynl Amaechand Mangaldss
s b

Environmental ConcernsHigh water usage for
cooling and electricity demand.

e Many data centres located in water-stressed
regions.

e Domestic Capability GapAbsence of mandatory
technology transfer.

e Risk of India remaining in “infrastructure tier”
rather than innovation tier.

Static Linkages
e Concept of data sovereignty and localization
e Double Taxation Avoidance Agreements (DTAA)
e FDI norms and ownership rules
e Right to Privacy (Puttaswamy Judgment, 2017)
e Environmental sustainability and resource
management
e Globalisation vs strategic autonomy
e Digital economy and knowledge economy

Critical Analysis
Positives
e Boosts foreign investment and infrastructure
development.
e Strengthens India’s ambition to become a
global Al hub.
e Promotes data localization and sovereignty
concerns.
e Generates employment and digital ecosystem
growth.
Negatives
e Unequal benefits: domestic firms excluded
from tax incentives.
e Lack of technology transfer limits indigenous
innovation.
e Exposure to geopolitical conflicts and
sanctions risks.
e Environmental strain due to water and energy-
intensive operations.
e Legal ambiguity under DPDPA reduces
regulatory clarity.
Stakeholder Concerns
e Government: balancing growth vs sovereignty
e Domestic industry: concerns over competitive
disadvantage
e Citizens: data privacy and security risks
e Environment: sustainability challenges

Way Forward

¢ Introduce mandatory technology transfer
clauses.

e Provide incentives for domestic data centre
operators.

e Strengthen legal clarity under DPDPA,
especially for foreign data.

e Develop green data centre standards (water
recycling, renewable energy use).

e Create sanctions-resilient legal frameworks to
protect infrastructure.

e Promote indigenous Al ecosystem via R&D and
manufacturing support.



Making Al that cares

for Indian patients
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

e All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) is
leading India’s Al-driven healthcare
transformation.

e Recognised as Centre of Excellence (CoE) for Al
in Health under Ministry of Health & Family
Welfare.

e Collaboration with Indian Institute of
Technology Delhi and Indian Institute of
Science (l1Sc) to develop indigenous Al
solutions.

e Focus on affordable, scalable, and India-
specific Al tools for public healthcare delivery.

Key Points
e Al applications:
o Cancer screening, TB detection, maternal &
child health
o Chronic disease management
e [ndigenous innovations:
o Madhu Netr Al — diabetic retinopathy
detection using low-cost devices
o Arogya Aarohan App - oral cancer risk
detection via smartphone
o Al-based cough analysis for tuberculosis
e Alin hospitals:
o Radiology Al acts as decision-support
system (co-pilot)
o Helps reduce diagnostic delays
e Coreissues:
o Data bias (non-Indian datasets)
o Need for context-specific Al models

e Capacity building:
o Al integrated into medical curriculum
o Open anonymised datasets to promote
innovation

Static Linkages
e Article 21 - Right to Health (Judicial
interpretation)
¢ National Health Policy, 2017 - Technology in
healthcare
¢ Digital India Programme
e Ayushman Bharat - strengthening healthcare
infrastructure
* NITI Aayog - Al for All strategy
Ethics: Transparency, accountability, non-
maleficence

Critical Analysis
Advantages
e Improves accessibility in rural areas
¢ Enables early diagnosis and preventive care
* Reduces burden on healthcare system
¢ Promotes cost-effective innovation
Challenges
Algorithmic bias and lack of Indian datasets
Data privacy concerns
Infrastructure gaps in rural areas
Lack of clear regulatory framework
Ethical Concerns
e Trust deficitin Al decisions
e Accountability for errors
¢ Balancing technology with human judgement

Way Forward
* Develop indigenous datasets and Al models
e Strengthen Al regulation and data protection
framework
e Expand digital health infrastructure
e Promote public-private partnerships
e Ensure human oversight in Al decision-making
¢ Integrate Al training in medical education



Ininformal economy,
mapping the lag

HE RESULTS of the Annual Survey of Unincorporated

Sector Enterprises (ASUSE) for 2025, by the Ministry of

Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI),

make for a sobering read, The survey aims o map the
changesin India's informal sector for agiven calendar year— es-
sentially, the informal sector refers to the unincorporated non-
agriculiural enterprises. Onthe face of it, ASUSE 2025 shows that
boththe numberofenterprises inthis sectoraswellasthe number
of peopleemployed in it have grown. The total number of estab-
lishmentsinthesectorincreased from 7.34 crore in ASUSE 2023~
24(0October 23-September 24) to 792 crore in ASUSE 2025 (Janu-
ary 25-December 25).This is an increase of almost 8 per cent,
whichMoSPI deseribesas “healthy”, The sector also saw 74.5 lakh
more people getting employed, taking the number of the total
employed to about 12.8 crore workers during the January-De-
cember 2025 period, This is an increase of 6.2 per cent and has
been fagged as “robust labour market excpansion” by the MoSPL

However, acloser look at these numbers reveals a fair degree

|ot‘sluggishm:ssin the informal economy. For instance, Gross

Value Added (GVA) perworker, which isa measureof labour pro-
ductivity of the sactor, rose by just 4.5 per cent to reach the level
of s 1.56 lakh in 2025 The GVA per establishment grew even
shower at L85 per cent 1o Rs 252 lakh. Given the muted increase
inGVAS, it is hardly surprising that the earnings per hired worker
increased by just 39 per cent — asharp fall from the 13 per cent
increase between the 2023 and 2024 survey periods. Eventhe
nmber of new jobscreated in this sectorin 2025(74.5 lakh) is far
lowwver than the new jobs created in 2024,

ASUSE estimates serve as an important input not just forthe
estimation of India’s overall gross domestic product (GDP) but
alsofor policymaking. especially for departments and ministries
related tomicro, small and medium enterprises (MSME), textiles,
etc. Whatthisdatashowsisthat ina period when the overall GDP
of India grew atclose to 9 percent(in nominal terms), the informal
sector's growth and growth in the value creation by an average
worker lagged behind, The data underscores the need for India
to continue to bring maore peaple into the formal sector, apan
from highlighting the concems of firms In the informal economy.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News
e The Annual Survey of Unincorporated Sector
Enterprises (ASUSE) 2025 released by Ministry
of Statistics and Programme Implementation
highlights trends in India’s informal
(unincorporated non-agricultural) sector.
e The survey shows:

o Increase in enterprises from 7.34 crore
(2023-24) to 7.92 crore (2025) (~8%
growth).

o Employment rose to 12.8 crore workers
(increase of 6.2%).

e Despite expansion in numbers, productivity
and earnings show sluggish growth trends.

Key Points

o Enterprise Growth~8% rise in
establishments - indicates expansion of
informal economic activity.

o Employment Trends74.5 lakh new jobs
added in 2025.

o Growth slower compared to previous year
- signs of deceleration.

o Productivity ConcernsGVA per worker
increased only by 4.5% - ¥1.56 lakh.

o GVA per enterprise grew by just 2.85% -
¥2.52 lakh.

o Income TrendsEarnings per hired worker
rose only 3.9% (down from ~13% earlier).

o Macro-Economic Contrastinformal sector
growth lagged behind overall ~9% nominal
GDP growth.

o Policy RelevanceData feeds into:
= GDP estimation
= Policy for MSMEs, textiles, labour
sector

Static Linkages
e Informal sector definition: Unregistered, small-
scale, low-productivity enterprises (NCERT -
Indian Economic Development).
e Concept of Gross Value Added (GVA) and its
role in GDP calculation (Economic Survey).
¢ Lewis Dual Sector Model - movement from
informal to formal sector.
e Labour productivity and capital formation link.
* MSME sector contribution:
o ~30% of GDP
o ~45% of exports (PIB/MSME Ministry)
Structural transformation: Agriculture -
Industry - Services shift.

Analysis
Issues
e Low productivity growth despite enterprise
expansion.
e Stagnant wages » weak consumption demand.
e Job quality concerns (informal, no social
security).
e Growth mismatch: GDP (~9%) vs informal
sector lag.
Implications
¢ Slows inclusive growth.
e Limits structural transformation.
e Constrains tax base expansion.

Way Forward

e Promote formalisation (GST, Udyam,
digitalisation).

e Expand institutional credit (MUDRA, fintech).
e Boost productivity via technology adoption.
e Strengthen skill development.
e Ensure universal social security (e-Shram).
e Rationalise compliance burden for MSMEs.



A police force more
sensitive to Northeast

HE UNION home ministry's recommendation urging
cities across the National Capital Region to appoint
nedal efficers to address racism against citizens from
the Northeast isanecessary intervention. It isan impli-
citackn it of the persistence of prejudiceevenin cos-
mopolitanspaces, Unfortunately, discrimination — casualshurs,

housing bias, workplaceexclusion, and, insome instances, fatal
violence — continues toshape the lived realities of people from
the Northeast in other pansof thecountry. In December Last year,
Anjel Chakma, a student from Tripura, was fatally stabbed ina
racial attack in Dehradun. In l-ebmaw threewomen from Arun-
achal Pradesh tedly d inDelhi's Matviva Nagar.
Earller this month, alﬁuwlromhwﬂpu:ﬁmd.shnﬂamm
ment inthesame neighbourhoeod. Against thisbackdrop, the pro-
pesal reinforces the recognition of racism asasystemic issue that
requines sustained administrative attention.

At the same time, the recommiendation’s promise must also
be measured against the efficacy of existing mechanksms. Nodal
officers are not new to NCR — Delhi already has one at the rank
of Joint Commissioner whocoordinates with its 15 police districts,
Gurgaen, too, has a similar armangement. There is a unit within
Delhl Police — the Special Police Unlt for the North Eastern Re-
ghon —toprovide support and redress. The persistence of com-
plaints, however, points tothe limited success of the existing
mechanisms, Awareness remains low, and trust deficitsendure
between law enforcement and affected communities. Expanding
thesystem toother cideswithout addressing these gaps risks cre-
ating a bureaucratic layer that looks responsive on paper but
strugglestobeso in practios, The proposal must be accompanied
bry betteroutreach, sensitisation of police personnel to diversity,
and greater transparency and accountability,

Earlier this week, Rajya Sabha MP Nabam Rebia urged the
government tobring instricter legal safeguards and ensure time-
bound action against racial hate erimes. The urgency of reform
issharpened not merely by past tragedies bat also by long-stand-
ing recommendations that are et tobe fully realised. The murder
of NidoTaniam from Arunachal Pradesh in Delhi's Lajpat N-.war
Market in 2004 had led to the formation of the Bezbaruah Com
mittee. The renewed for nodal officers is a step in the right
direction, particularly if it bulldson the committee’s framework.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News
e The Ministry of Home Affairs has
recommended the appointment of nodal
officers across cities to address racial
discrimination against people from Northeast
India.

e The move follows repeated incidents of racism,

including violence, harassment, and
discrimination in metropolitan areas like Delhi
and Dehradun.
e Recent cases include:
o Murder of Anjel Chakma (Tripura) in
Dehradun (2025)
o Harassment of women from Arunachal
Pradesh in Delhi
e Existing mechanisms such as the Special Police
Unit for North Eastern Region (SPUNER) in
Delhi have had limited success.
e Theissue revives attention on the Bezbaruah
Committee recommendations, formed after
the 2014 killing of Nido Taniam.

Key Points
e Systemic Racism:
o Manifested in verbal abuse, housing bias,
workplace discrimination, and violence.
e Administrative Response:
o Proposal for dedicated nodal officers for
grievance redressal and coordination.
e Existing Mechanisms:
o SPUNER in Delhi and nodal officers in NCR
regions.
o Low awareness and trust deficit among
Northeast communities.

e Policy Gap:
o India lacks a specific anti-racial
discrimination law.
e Parliamentary Concern:
o MP Nabam Rebia demanded stricter legal
safeguards and time-bound action.

Static Linkages
e Article 14 - Equality before law
e Article 15(1) - Prohibition of discrimination on
grounds of religion, race, caste, sex, place of
birth
e Article 19(1)(d) -
India
e Article 21 - Right to life with dignity
e Fundamental Duties (Article 51A(e)) - Promote
harmony and spirit of common brotherhood
¢ Indian Penal Code (IPC) - Sections on assault,
criminal intimidation, hate speech (limited
scope for racial crimes)
e Bezbaruah Committee (2014):
o Recommended anti-racism law, fast-track
courts, and police sensitisation

Freedom of movement across

Critical Analysis
Pros
¢ [nstitutional recognition of racism
* Improves administrative response
e Supports national integration
Cons
¢ Risk of symbolic compliance
* No dedicated anti-racism law
e Weak implementation capacity
e Trust deficit persists

Way Forward
e Enact anti-racial discrimination law
¢ Police sensitisation training
e Strengthen SPUNER-type units nationwide
e Awareness campaigns on inclusivity
e Time-bound grievance redressal
e Better data on hate crimes
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