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SC status ‘only for Hindus, Buddhists, Sikhs’

|T°P

will lead to loss of Scheduled Caste status

Krishmadas Rajagopal

W DL

COUTT 5aYs conversion to any other religion Petitioner filed an appeal under the SC Act of 1989,

alleging he suffered repeated attacks and caste slurs

Siih religion was added to

the ambit of Clase 3 0 [dlentity guestion Chriatianity, by its very the-
S ologica docs

estation of one'’s fith.  Justice Mishra observed.

HC had held that the petitioner could not claim
protection under SC Act as he is a Christian now

scribe relighonbased exclu-

A person claming tx  sion a8 in tbe case of the
e d" o .

1956, The provison was
he Supreme Court  fusther amended in 1990
onToesdyy beld in 10 persons peofiss:
& judigment it & ing Buddhis,

The tog cenart e that i geeiaets prosbevsing a efigion ether than
e menmoned i Cliwse 3 Cannot e part of # sohdued caste

» Clowss Dol tha

nod recognise of incorpa-  Ilindsfem,  Sikhian,

of |v Jastice Mishra sadd a
rte the instiucion of  Buddhism must “cumwls  person could clim bene.
= Tha 5 religion ma e 1o cadte”  Jiatoe  Mishsa  tively and conclinbely ei- TS undir e Canstimition

person professing any ek “This bas uncer Cloupe: | FemintioniEcionited | |\ Son bl o clowes 310 1060 agreed with the High wabdish” clear proof of his  (5T) Oeuder, 1950, only if he
pon othet than Hisduism, of the Conmtingion (Sche- AL RS A T vt mh ATt Comn, watfier caste; peovide cred-  or she continued 1o belong
Buddhisns, or Sikhism  duled Castes) Order, 1950 poruon whes proteises e The top coan sabdacon-  ble and wnimpeachable  iv that partkastar tribe “in
shouikd not be considered 3 is cabegorical and abwo- T e il prolinilg Wodle vert who did not profess.  evidenoe of boms fide fe-  substance”™.
member of a Schedule lute” Justice Mishra, who From Hinduswm whalibe amy i - oo the original =IF, die 40 conversion or
Carite comnmunity, aushored the fudgrent, fn.  Seemed tobea memtar o bt ) 5 “canegarioal Hirchuisan, Buddhiio, and  religon: and show satisfae-  Jong berm abandonment of
The court concluded  terpreted the 150 Order. Lighs -l i g Sbhism-inCluselofthe tory evidence that menr  iribal custoens, hisfher tri
T comenon b any ol s - 1950 Oedier couldd mol cladm berd of his original cadte  bal identity B in doulit,
er religion would result in by convert - - amy "stabutory benefii, pro-  have accepbed and assimi-  that question becomes a

“inemediate s complete
los of Schedhiled Caste st appeal fled by Chinthada
tus from the momsent of  Anand, whe was bomn a

titlement™ of a Scheduled
Caste (50 member, fuioe

Thee courn was heasisg an | tection, reservationor en-  faed  him  iso  the  facrual matter b be deser-

mined at trial.. I it is

commanity.
The court sadd renuncla-  proved that the persan in

comversion, regardless of  HinduMadiga (Scheduled  High Court, ina deciionin  fess” inClase 3ol the 1950 Mishra said the bar admit. — thon of the new religion by question has completely
[y Order. hinsedl e

A Bench of justices Christianity to become a
Prashora Kumar Mihra

Castey but qoeveried b0 Apeilbset your, quashed the
criminal ings on ~Thee: senm “profiess” coor

0r.
Mz, Anand had Bled a  could no longer claim pro-  practice a religion. s e+ gion for personal, socal

a8 he professed Christiani-  wal of ane's religous be

Preventon o 1y, The HighCoun was of  beli  in & masner  ship of & Scheduled Caste

e - “Apersan who profess: skate to the actual adoption

the ground that Mr. Anand  notes ta publicly declireor o5 and practices such el and cheervarce of the s other traits of his tribe, and
I toms, wsages, practices, i has assimilated inio the

«ase under the Schedubed  pection under the B89 At sence lics inthe open avor and spiritual purposes cane tuals, and religious obl

Castes  amd  Scheduled i

ted na. the convert should mwan-  resounoed

the customs, ritwals and

lgr  comverted religion follow.
not, in Law, ascert member.  Hons ofthe original casse.  ing the practices and oz

Tt of that partioudar nell-

Tribes
that “no person who pro-  Atrocities) Actof 565 after  the view that the cante sy»-  discernible to the pablicar  for the purpose of securing. Scheduled Tribes Order  giom, 2 neasonable
Sesoes 3 religon different e aBeged tht bae hod sl tem was not recognised in Luge. It ks not merely 3 smnmory benefis. The e The judgment alo deall  inference can be drwn

from Hinduism shall be  fered repeated attacks and  Christinity.
devmed in be a mesmiber of
a Scheduled Caste”™. The

caste shars.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News
* The Supreme Court held that conversion to
religions other than Hinduism, Sikhism, or
Buddhism leads to loss of Scheduled Caste
(SC) status.
e Judgment based on Clause 3 of the
Constitution (Scheduled Castes) Order, 1950.
e Case involved a Dalit individual who converted
to Christianity and sought protection under
the SC/ST Act, 1989.
e Court upheld that SC benefits are not available
post-conversion to non-recognized religions.

Key Points
¢ Legal Basis:

o Clause 3 restricts SC status to Hindus

(1950), Sikhs (1956), Buddhists (1990).
e Conversion Effect:

o Immediate and complete loss of SC status
upon conversion.

* |nterpretation of “Profess”:

o Requires public declaration and practice of
religion.

* No Exception Rule:

o SC benefits (reservation, protection laws)
cannot coexist with non-recognized
religious identity.

* Reconversion Conditions:
o Proof of:
= QOriginal caste
= Genuine reconversion
= Acceptance by caste community
e ST Distinction:

o No religion-based restriction for STs

o Focus on tribal identity, customs, and
continuity

Static Linkages
e Article 341 - Identification of Scheduled
Castes
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e Article 342 - Identification of Scheduled Tribes

e Articles 15(4), 16(4) — Affirmative action

e SC/ST (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989

e Protection of Civil Rights Act, 1955

e Concept of caste-based disability (NCERT
Sociology)

* Indra Sawhney Case (1992) — Reservation
jurisprudence

e Presidential Orders vs Parliamentary
amendment

Critical Analysis
Positives
e Ensures clarity and uniformity in SC eligibility
* Prevents misuse of reservation benefits
¢ Aligns with existing constitutional framework
Concerns
¢ Overlooks continuing caste discrimination
after conversion
¢ Tension with freedom of religion (Article 25)
e Exclusion of Dalit converts from legal
protections
e Raises questions on secularism vs religion-
linked benefits

Way Forward

¢ Revisit Constitution (SC) Order, 1950 through
Parliament

e Use data-driven approach (NSSO, SECC) to
assess discrimination

¢ Debate religion-neutral affirmative action
criteria

e Strengthen anti-discrimination framework
beyond religion

¢ Balance social justice with constitutional
morality



Trump discusses Strait of
Hormuz, conflict in West
Asia during call with Modi
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

Narendra Modi held a telephonic conversation
with Donald Trump amid escalating conflict in
West Asia.
The conflict began on February 28, involving
U.S.-Israel strikes on Iran’s energy
infrastructure and Iran’s retaliatory attacks.
The crisis has led to:
o Death of at least six Indian nationals in the
region.
o Disruption of global energy supply chains,
especially through the Strait of Hormuz.
India emphasized de-escalation, peace
restoration, and ensuring uninterrupted
maritime energy routes.
Ongoing geopolitical tensions have also
impacted India-U.S. trade negotiations and
global crude oil prices.

Key Points

The Strait of Hormuz handles ~20% of global
petroleum liquids trade (as per U.S. EIA
estimates).

India imports ~85% of its crude oil requirement
(Economic Survey data), making it highly
vulnerable.
The conflict has:

o Increased crude oil price volatility.

o Created uncertainty in LPG availability and

domestic inflation.

The U.S. has relaxed sanctions on Russian oil,
allowing India to resume imports.

India has engaged diplomatically with multiple
stakeholders to ensure energy security and
diaspora safety.
India’s stance:
o Supports peaceful resolution.
o Advocates freedom of navigation and
global energy stability.

Static Linkages

India’s energy imports and current account
deficit linkage (Economic Survey).

Concept of strategic chokepoints in global
trade (NCERT Geography).

Freedom of navigation under UNCLOS (United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea).
Role of diaspora protection under Indian
foreign policy.

Impact of crude oil prices on inflation
(CPI/WPI) and fiscal stability.

India’s strategic petroleum reserves (SPR)
policy.

Basics of sanctions and global trade regimes
(WTO principles).

Critical Analysis
Advantages

Reinforces India’s strategic autonomy.
Opportunity to secure discounted energy
imports.

Diplomatic engagement enhances India’s
global role.

Challenges

Overdependence on imports > economic
vulnerability.

Strait disruption - supply shock risk.
Trade relations with U.S. may face friction.
Safety of Indian diaspora in conflict zones.

Way Forward

Diversify crude import sources.

Expand Strategic Petroleum Reserves.
Accelerate renewable energy transition.
Strengthen maritime security cooperation.
Enhance crisis evacuation mechanisms for
diaspora.



Iran, Israel trade strikes despite Trump’s
claims of talks with leadership in Tehran

Associated Press
DUBAI

Air strikes battered Iran,
and Iranian missiles and
drones targeted Israel's Tel
Aviv and sites across West
Asia on Tuesday, even as
President Donald Trump
said the United States was
in talks with the Islamic Re-
public to end the war.
With thousands mare
U.5. Marines on their way
to the Gulf, both sides fir-
ing barrages and Iran deny-
ing any negotiations are
taking place, the war's
tempo remained high a
day after Me. Trump de-
Layed his selfimposed dea-
dline for Iran to reopen the
Strait of Hormuz, Tehran's
chokehold on that crucial
waterway has snarled in-
ternational shipping, sent
fuel prices skyrocketing,
and threatened the world
economy. Pakistan offered

vowing to fight “until com-
plete victory™.

Any talks between the
U.S. and Iran would face

a pipeline. “As part of the
ongoing attacks carried out
by the Zionist and Ameri-
can enemy, the gas admi-

Many of Washington's
shifting list of objectives -
particularly over Iran's bal-
listic missile and nuclear
programs - remain diffi-
cult toachieve. Meanwhile,
it’s not clear who in Iran’s
government would have
the authority to negotiate
as Israel has vowed o con-
tinue taking out leaders af-
ter killing several.

Israel’s army on Tues
day said it had conducteda
“large wave” of air sirikes
across several areas of
Iran, which had earlier
launched a “direct hit” on
a building in an upscale
area of Tel Aviv, It added
that it carried out an exten-
sive series of strikes on Ira-
nian “production sites™ .

Tranian media reported

building and the
gas pressure regulation sta-
tion on Kaveh Street in Isfa-
han were targeted,” the
Fars news agency said. It
added that an attack also
targeted the gas pipeline of
the Khorramshahr power
plant. Iran's death toll has
surpassed 1,500, its Health
Ministry has said.

“Tel Aviv hit

Iran also fired multiple
waves of missiles at lsrael.
In Tel Aviv, a missile witha
100 kg warhead slammed
into the city centre, blow-
ing out windows of an
apartment building. Four
persons  suffered minor
wounds, rescue service
workers said. Late on Tues-
day, Israeli emergency ser-
vices said a woman was

fire from Lebanon.

“It feels like you're a (sit-
ting) duck, waiting for the
missiles 1o hit you, or so-
meone next to you," said
Amir Hasid, emerging
from a shelter.

In Kuwait, power lines
were hit by air defemce
shrapnel, causing partial
electricity outages for sev-
eral hours. Bahrain said it
was attacked with missiles
and drones, the United
Arab Emirates said air de-
fence systems responded
to similar attacks, and Sau-
di Arabia said it destroyed
Iranian drones targeting its
ofl-rich Eastern Provinee,

In Israel, 15 people have
been killed. At beast 13 U.S,
military members have
been killed, along with
maore than a dozen civi-
lians in the occupled West
Bank and Gulf Arab states.

Iran has threatened to
mine the Gulf if the US. ap-

to host diplomatic talks,
but Iran remained defiant,

killed in the north of the
country following rocket

that Israeli-U.$. strikes tar-
geted two gas facilities and

pears to be on the verge of
landing troops.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

Large-scale escalation between Iran and Israel
involving air strikes, missile attacks, and drone
warfare.

Donald Trump indicated possible negotiations,

though Iran denied talks.

Closure/threat to Strait of Hormuz disrupted
global oil supply chains.

U.S. military buildup in the Gulf; rising
involvement of regional players like Saudi
Arabia, UAE, Bahrain.

Civilian and military casualties rising across
multiple countries in West Asia.

Key Points

Strategic chokepoint: Strait of Hormuz handles

~20% of global oil trade (IEA, EIA estimates).
Energy shock: Supply disruptions led to sharp
rise in crude oil prices - global inflation risks.
Regional spillover: Missile/drone attacks

reported in Kuwait, Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, UAE.

Military escalation: Israel targeting Iranian
infrastructure; Iran retaliating with long-range
missiles.
Diplomatic deadlock: Conflicting positions on
Iran’s nuclear and missile programmes.
Humanitarian impact:
o lIran death toll >1500 (official estimates).
o Casualties reported in Israel, Gulf
countries, and U.S. forces.
Threat of mining Gulf waters: Could paralyze
maritime trade and violate international law.

Static Linkages

Strait of Hormuz: Narrow waterway between
Persian Gulf and Gulf of Oman; critical for
global energy security.

India imports ~85% of crude oil; West Asia
contributes ~60% (Economic Survey).

UNCLOS (1982): Guarantees right of transit
passage through international straits.

OPEC nations dominate global oil supply; Iran
is a key member.

Concept of “Chokepoints” in geography:
Hormuz, Malacca, Bab-el-Mandeb.

Balance of Power theory in international
relations.

Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT)
framework and Iran’s contested compliance.

Critical Analysis
Implications for India

Increase in oil import bill » Current Account
Deficit (CAD) pressure

Risk to Indian diaspora in West Asia

Supply chain disruptions (energy, trade routes)

Global Concerns

Threat to global energy security
Risk of regional war turning into global conflict
Disruption of maritime trade routes

Strategic Issues

U.S.-Iran rivalry vs Israel’s security concerns
Weak global governance and ineffective
diplomacy

Increasing use of drones and missiles in
warfare

Way Forward

Promote diplomatic resolution through
multilateral forums

Ensure freedom of navigation under UNCLOS
Diversify India’s energy sources and suppliers
Strengthen Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR)
Enhance evacuation and diaspora protection
mechanisms

Accelerate renewable energy transition



SC flags long-term bias against
women in the armed forces

The Bench headed by Chief Justice of India Surva Kant upheld permanent commission and
pensionary benefits for batches of women officers in the Army, the Air Foree and the Navy

KEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
of India on Tues-
day declared that
systemic and  long-held

presumption that women |

officers had no substantive

or long-term career in the |

armed forces led 1o an un-
even playing field, crip-
pling their chances for per-
manent commission.

A threejudge Bench
headed by Chief Justice of
India (O} Surya Kamt
upheld permanent com-
mission and consequemt
pensionary benefits  for
batches of women officers
in the Army, the Air Force,
and the Navy, The court
upheld the women offic-
ers' right to equal oppor-
tunity and treatment and
dignity in three separate
Judgments, all authored by
the Chief Justice,

The judgment
The of:

The 50 upheld S50W0s' right to equal career progressson and

permanent commission. FT

ers (S5CWOsh were graded
casually for , without
adjudging their sultability
for career progression, af-
fecting their overall com-
parative merit with their
male counterparts.

“Since they [SSCWOs]
had no scope for career
progression, the assessing
officers graded their ACRs
casually and gave them
bowner soores. This assump-

ficers were represented by
senjor advocates Rekha
Palli, V. Mohana, and Me-
naka Guruswamy, and ad-
vocates Pooja Dhar, Abhi-
e Shrestha,
Anshuman Ashok and Sud-
hanshu §. Pandey. Addi-
tional  Solicitor-General
Aishwarya Bhati represent-
ed the Centre. The judg:
ment found that the An-
nual Confidential Reports
(ACRs) of Short Service
Commission Women Offic-

tion acasual ap-

proach towards assess-
ment, with higher grades
being informally reserved
for male S500s who were
eligible for permanent
commission (PC) and for
whom such grades would
materially affect their fu-
ture prospects,” Chief Jus-
tice Kant observed.

Opportunities in past

The Supreme Court said
wamen officers were rou-
tinely assigned “average or

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

e The Supreme Court of India upheld Permanent
Commission (PC) and pensionary benefits for

an unequal playing feld”
Chief Justice Kant ob-
served. He agreed with the
S5CWOs that they were
neither incentivised nor re-
commended for various
career-enhancing courses
during their service. The
result was a diminished
service profile. The court
found they were victims of

-_ “the consequences of un-

s

middling scores”. The
cumulative consequence
of the systemic low grading
given to them, owing to no
fault of theirs, found them
in dire straits when events
led to Supreme Court's
multiple interventions and
judgments upholding
SSCWOs" right to equal ca-
reer progress and PC in the
Armed Forces.

"This phenomenon
{low grading) came back to
haunt the 35CW0s as they
were subsequently and
quite abruptly placed in a
competition for PC with
their male counterparts,
whao did not undergo such
indrances in grading over
the course of their decade-
long service. It is, there-
fore, not surprising o us
that the differential treat-
ment meted out to officers
“with a future’ in the Army
and those deemed to be
withouit one has resulted in

equal opportunity struce
tures™ within the Armed
Forces.

S5CWO's Inclusion
“The inclusion of SSCWOs
in the zone of considera-
tion for PC is not a matter
of discretion, but of Consth-
tutional obligation. Any ex-
pectation to the contrary is
inherently illegitimate. The
claim made by the male
S$5C0s that they ought not
o be considered alongside
SSCWOs is liable 10 be out-
rightly and decisively re-
jected,” the Supreme Court
held, “In the instant case,
when S85CW0s have been
found 1o suffer the cumula-
tive effects of an unfair
evaluative regime, the in-
vocation of the vacancy
cap as a shield against re-
mudial action would be un-
fair 10 sustain, Owing 1o
this, the respondents’ plea
ing the sanctity of
the ceiling on vacancies
Falls flat,” CJI Kant noted. It
said the Armed Forces not
hobd any annual cap on PC
vacancies “neither sacro-
sanet nor immiutable”.

women officers in the Army, Navy, and Air

Force.

A Bench led by CJI Surya Kant ruled that

systemic discrimination and flawed evaluation

practices created an unequal playing field.
The case addressed grievances of Short
Service Commission Women Officers
(SSCWOs) regarding denial of career
progression and unfair assessment.

The judgment reinforces earlier rulings (e.g.,
2020 SC judgment on women in Army

command roles) on gender equality in armed

forces.

Key Points

Violation of Equality: Court held that denial of
fair opportunity violates Articles 14, 15, and 16

of the Constitution.

Flawed Evaluation System:

o ACRs (Annual Confidential Reports) of
SSCWOs were casually graded.

o Lower scores due to assumption of no long-

term career prospects.
Systemic Bias Identified:
o Women officers received
“average/middling” ratings.

o Male officers were informally prioritized for

higher grades and career-enhancing
courses.

Career Impact:

o Women lacked access to training,
incentives, and promotions, leading to
weaker service profiles.

Zone of Consideration:

o Inclusion of SSCWOs for PCis a

constitutional obligation, not discretion.
Vacancy Cap Issue:

o Court rejected the argument that vacancy
ceilings limit granting PC.

o Declared such caps not sacrosanct or
immutable.

Recognition of Structural Inequality:

o Court acknowledged women were victims

of “unequal opportunity structures”.
Outcome:

o Directed fair consideration for PC and

grant of pensionary benefits.

Static Linkages

Equality before law and equal protection of
laws

Prohibition of discrimination on grounds of sex
Equality of opportunity in public employment
Doctrine of substantive equality vs formal
equality

Role of judiciary in enforcing Fundamental
Rights

Civil-military relations and constitutional
supremacy

Evolution of women’s participation in armed
forces (global and Indian context)

Critical Analysis
Pros

Advances gender justice in uniformed services
Corrects structural bias in institutions
Improves representation & morale

Concerns

Implementation gap due to military hierarchy
resistance

Operational preparedness debate (combat
roles, standards)

Need for objective evaluation reforms

Way Forward

Standardize transparent ACR system
Ensure equal access to training & command
roles

Periodic institutional audits for bias

Clear policy on women in combat roles



Looking back at the lockdown, lessons in leadership
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

i prestect Im
And that, perhaps, s the moot nsportant
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* India completed six years of the nationwide
lockdown imposed on 25 March 2020 to
contain COVID-19.

* [t was an unprecedented administrative and
public health response affecting all sectors—
health, economy, and governance.

e The period highlighted challenges of crisis
governance, federal coordination, and social

protection.

Key Points

e Legal basis:

o Disaster Management Act, 2005
(nationwide lockdown enforcement)
o Epidemic Diseases Act, 1897 (disease

control measures)
e Governance response:

o Rapid expansion of health infrastructure
(ICU beds, oxygen, isolation centres)
o Coordination between Centre, States, and

District Administration
e Welfare measures:

o Free food grains via PDS (PMGKAY)
o Direct Benefit Transfers (DBT)

e Administrative features:

o Decentralized implementation (District

Collectors, local bodies)

o Data-driven and phased reopening strategy

e Technology use:

o Contact tracing, telemedicine, digital

monitoring
e Key issues:
o Migrant workers crisis

o Informal sector disruption
o Digital divide

Static Linkages

Disaster Management Act, 2005 - NDMA,
SDMA roles

Epidemic Diseases Act, 1897 — public health
regulation

Directive Principles — public health
responsibility of State

Federal structure — Centre-State coordination
in emergencies

Public Distribution System - food security
mechanism

73rd & 74th Amendments - role of local bodies
Concept of welfare state and social safety nets

Critical Analysis
Positives:

Early containment strategy slowed spread
Strengthened public health infrastructure
Effective use of welfare schemes
Demonstrated cooperative federalism
Boost to digital governance

Negatives:

Sudden lockdown - migrant crisis
Economic contraction, especially informal
sector

Inequality and digital divide widened
Implementation gaps at local levels
Over-centralization concerns

Way Forward

Strengthen public health systems
Institutionalize pandemic preparedness plans
Ensure portable social security (e.g., ONORC)
Formalize informal workforce

Reduce digital divide

Enhance local governance capacity

Promote data-driven policymaking
Strengthen cooperative federalism



Deepening global corruption as a pointer for India

e Corruption Perceptions Index 2025
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News
e Transparency International released the
Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI) 2025,
indicating a worsening global trend in public
sector corruption.

* The global average score declined to 42/100,
with 122 out of 182 countries scoring below 50,
reflecting weak accountability systems.

¢ [ndia scored 39/100 and ranked 91st, showing
stagnation over the past decade despite rapid

economic growth.

e The report highlights that weak oversight,
shrinking civic freedoms, and institutional
inefficiencies worsen corruption perceptions

globally.

Key Points

e CPI measures perceived public sector
corruption, not actual incidents, based on 13
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¢ [ndia’s score has remained in the 38-41 range
over a decade, indicating limited governance

improvement.

e Corruption imposes significant economic

costs:

o Globally: ~5% of GDP (~$2.6 trillion

annually).

o India: estimated 0.5%-1.5% of GDP loss

annually.

* |ndia faces a complex compliance framework:
o Over 26,000 imprisonment provisions in

business laws.
o A pharma startup may face ~998

compliance requirements, nearly half with
criminal liability.
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Positive developments:

o Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) and
Direct Benefit Transfers (DBT) reducing
leakages.

o GST system improving tax
transparency.

o RBI’s Digital Payments Index (516.76 in
Sept 2025) shows rapid formalisation.

~ Static Linkages

Corruption undermines Rule of Law,
Equality before Law, and Accountability
mechanisms.

Role of institutions like CAG, CVC, Lokpal,
Judiciary in ensuring transparency.
Concepts of Good Governance:
Transparency, Accountability, Efficiency
(2nd ARC).

Impact of corruption on economic
development, fiscal deficit, and public
expenditure efficiency.

Ease of Doing Business linked to regulatory
simplification and reduced discretion.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Expansion of digital governance reduces
discretion.

Institutional framework for accountability
exists.

Increasing formalisation of economy.

Negatives

Stagnant CPI score reflects slow
governance reforms.

Complex regulations increase rent-seeking
opportunities.

Weak enforcement and judicial delays.
Adverse impact on investment climate and
public trust.

Way Forward

Decriminalise minor economic offences
and simplify compliance.

Strengthen institutional independence and
accountability mechanisms.

Improve judicial efficiency and contract
enforcement.

Expand e-governance and data-driven
monitoring systems.

Ensure transparency in public
procurement and political funding.



Trump should end the war and ask
Israel to leave Iran alone

onald Trump's decision to postpone at-

tacks on Iran’s power plants, 36 hours af-

ter issuing a 48-hour ultimatum to Teh-
ran to reopen the Strait of Hormuz, is the clearest
sign yet that the war is not going according to his
plan. Over the past week, Mr. Trump has declared
victory, claiming that U.S. and Israeli strikes had
destroved Iran‘s defence capabilities. Yet, Iran
continues to launch missiles at Persian Gulf coun-
tries and Israel, while maintaining control over
the Strait of Hormuz, which prevents Mr. Trump
from extricating himsell from a conflict whose
economic costs are mounting globally. Since the
war began on February 28, Iran has largely ig-
nored Mr. Trump's threats, responding to escala-
tion with counter-escalation. When the US.
bombed Kharg Island, Iran struck American bas-
es in the region. When Israel targeted South Pars,
Iran hit energy facilities across Qatar, the UAE,
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and Israel. After the Natanz
nuclear facility was struck, Tehran targeted Di-
mana, the Israeli town hosting its nuclear facili-
ties. When Mr. Trump threatened strikes on lran's
power plants, Tehran warned of attacks on Gulf
and Israeli energy assets and U.S. financial inter-
ests, forcing him to make a U-turmn.

Before the war began, the U.S, and 1srael had
set ambitious objectives: force Tehran to shut
down its nuclear programme and ship out the
highly enriched uranium, cut off Iran's support
for non-state militias in West Asia and dismantle
its missile capabilities. Twenty-five days later, one
of Mr. Trump's key priorities is to open the Strait
of Hormuz, which was closed only after the war
broke out. He does not have easy options to do so
- he has to either talk to Tehran and make a deal
or auithorise a ground operation; reporns suggest
the U5, has already despatched thousands of ma-
rines. Yet, Mr. Trump's U-turn on strikes on pow-
er plants indicates that he may be seriously weigh-
ing talks. Iran has dismissed Mr. Trump’s claims
that negotiations are underway. But President Ma-
soud Pezeshkian has outlined conditions for end-
ing the war: guarantees against future aggression;
reparations for infrastructure damage; and recog-
nition of Iran’s ‘legitimate rights" (which can be in-
terpreted as sanctions relief). Mr. Trump, whose
administration has already eased some sanctions
on Iran's gil, could be looking for a deal, and Teh-
ran could reciprocate if common ground is found.
But for any diplomatic effort to progress, Mr.
“Trump must first rein in his ally Israel, which con-
tinues to pound Iran and Lebanon like an un-
hinged bully. The military path that he has em-
braced is showing clear limits. The beast damaging
way out for Mr. Trumpis to strike a deal with Iran
and get out of this war.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

e U.S. President Donald Trump postponed
planned strikes on Iran’s power plants despite
earlier issuing a 48-hour ultimatum to reopen
the Strait of Hormuz.

* The ongoing conflict (since February 28)
between the U.S.-Israel bloc and Iran has
escalated with reciprocal attacks on military
and energy infrastructure.

* Iran has maintained control over the Strait of
Hormuz, disrupting global energy supply
chains.

e Despite U.S. claims of weakening Iran’s
defence capabilities, Iran continues missile
and drone strikes across West Asia.

* Diplomatic signals have emerged, with Iran
outlining conditions for de-escalation,
including sanctions relief and security
guarantees.

Key Points
e Strategic Importance of Strait of Hormuz:
o Handles ~20-25% of global oil trade
(Energy Information Administration
estimates).

o Critical chokepoint for global energy security.
e Escalation Pattern:
o U.S./Israel strikes - Iran retaliatory strikes on
regional energy and military assets.
o Conflict has spread to Gulf countries (Qatar,
UAE, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait).
e Economic Impact:
o Rising crude oil prices affecting global inflation.
o Supply disruptions impacting energy-import
dependent countries like India.
e Military Limitations:
o Airstrikes alone insufficient to achieve strategic
objectives.
o Ground intervention risks prolonged conflict
(Vietnam/Afghanistan parallels).
e Diplomatic Developments:
o Iran demands:
m Security guarantees
= Reparations
= Recognition of nuclear rights (linked to NPT
debates)
o U.S. exploring negotiations alongside limited
sanctions easing.

Static Linkages

e Strait of Hormuz as a major maritime chokepoint
connecting the Persian Gulf to the Gulf of Oman.

e Freedom of navigation as part of customary
international law and UNCLOS principles.

e Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT): rights of
peaceful nuclear use vs non-proliferation
obligations.

¢ Role of OPEC and West Asian geopolitics in
determining global oil prices.

e |ndia’s energy security dependence: ~85% crude oil
imports (Economic Survey).

e Concept of balance of power in international
relations.

Critical Analysis
Pros
e Scope for diplomatic resolution
e Highlights need for diversified energy sources
e Strengthens importance of strategic reserves
Cons / Challenges
Threat to global energy supply
Inflationary pressures worldwide
Risk of wider regional war
e Disruption of maritime trade routes
India’s Concerns
e Energy imports
e Indian diaspora in Gulf
e Trade routes and economic stability

Way Forward

e Promote diplomatic dialogue and de-escalation

e Strengthen strategic petroleum reserves

e Diversify energy sources (renewables, alternative
suppliers)

e Support freedom of navigation

e Enhance regional cooperation and stability
initiatives



Gulf’sgeopolitical predicament cannot
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The Strait of Hormuz handles ~20% of
global oil trade, making it strategically vital.
Recent developments show:
o U.S,, Israel, and Gulf states seek curbs
on Iran’s nuclear & missile programmes.
o Iran demands security guarantees,
sanctions relief, and regional influence
recognition.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

U.S. President Donald Trump announced a
temporary pause in attacks on Iran, raising
hopes for de-escalation in West Asia.
However, a permanent resolution remains
elusive due to deep-rooted geopolitical
tensions in the Gulf region.

The crisis is linked to Iran’s strategic ambit
Arab Gulf security concerns, and external
power involvement, particularly the U.S.

The Strait of Hormuz, a critical global energy
chokepoint, remains central to the conflict

dynamics.
Structural imbalance persists: Iran’s large

population (~90 million) and unified state vs.

fragmented Gulf monarchies (~27 million
combined citizens).

Key Points

Iran has historically pursued regional
dominance, irrespective of regime type
(monarchy or theocracy).

The 1979 Islamic Revolution intensified
ideological and geopolitical rivalry in the
region.

Formation of the Gulf Cooperation Council

(1981) aimed to counter Iran but has been
weakened by internal divisions.

The Iran-lraq War (1980-88) and later the U.S.

invasion of Iraq (2003) reshaped regional
power, ultimately strengthening Iran’s
influence.

Iran’s influence now extends via proxy
networks across Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, and
Yemen.

Gulf countries rely heavily on external
balancing (primarily the U.S.) for security.

ions,

Strait of Hormuz: chokepoint connecting
Persian Gulf to Arabian Sea; critical for
global energy security.

Balance of Power theory in international
relations.

Shia-Sunni divide and its geopolitical
implications.

Role of external powers in regional security
(Cold War and post-Cold War).

Concept of proxy warfare.

Freedom of navigation under UNCLOS.
West Asia’s importance in India’s energy
security (imports ~60%+ crude from
region).

Critical Analysis
Positives

Temporary pauses reduce chances of full-
scale war.

U.S. presence ensures deterrence and
stability.

Negatives

Structural imbalance makes lasting peace
difficult.

Overdependence on U.S. - strategic
vulnerability.

Proxy conflicts increase instability.
Threat to global oil supply and trade
routes.

Challenges

Nuclear proliferation risk.
Lack of regional consensus.
Militarisation of strategic chokepoints.

Way Forward

Develop inclusive Gulf security
architecture (including Iran).

Revive nuclear diplomacy frameworks.
Ensure freedom of navigation via
international law.

Promote regional dialogue & CBMs.
Diversify energy sources (for India &
world).

Strengthen maritime security cooperation.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

India launched a nationwide Human
Papillomavirus (HPV) vaccination programme
for adolescent girls on February 28.

The initiative marks a major step towards
eliminating cervical cancer, a preventable yet
high-burden disease in India.

India contributes significantly to global
cervical cancer burden with ~78,000 new
cases and ~43,000 deaths annually (as per
WHO estimates).

The move aligns with the WHO global strategy
for cervical cancer elimination (90-70-90
targets).

Evidence from institutions like Tata Memorial
Centre supports single-dose HPV vaccine
efficacy for long-term protection.

Key Points

Causative Agent: Cervical cancer is primarily
caused by Human Papillomavirus (HPV)
infection (sexually transmitted).
Global Burden:
o ~6.6 lakh new cases and ~3.5 lakh deaths
annually worldwide.
India’s Scenario:
o Second most common cancer among
women; third overall.
Risk Factors:
o Early marriage, early sexual activity,
multiple pregnancies
o Tobacco use, poor hygiene
WHO Elimination Targets (90-70-90):
o 90% girls vaccinated by age 15

o 70% women screened by age 30+
o 90% diagnosed cases treated
Vaccine Safety:
o Globally tested for over 20 years
o Minor side effects (pain, swelling); rare
dizziness
Scientific Evidence:
o Studies confirm single-dose vaccine
provides long-term protection
Global Experience:
o Over 140 countries have implemented HPV
vaccination
o Decline in cervical cancer where coverage
is high
Equity Concern:
o Rural and underserved populations in India
still show high disease burden

Static Linkages

e Fundamental duty to promote public health
and scientific temper (Article 51A)

¢ Right to Health as part of Article 21 (Right to
Life) - Supreme Court interpretations

¢ National Health Mission (NHM) — preventive
healthcare framework

e Universal Immunization Programme (UIP) -
expansion to include new vaccines

e Reproductive health and demographic
transition (NCERT - Population & Health)

* Women’s health indicators in Economic Survey
and NFHS data

* Preventive vs Curative healthcare (basic public
health principle)

Critical Issues

* Low awareness & vaccine hesitancy
Weak screening infrastructure
Rural-urban disparity
Cultural barriers around sexual health
Need for sustained funding & coverage

Way Forward
e |EC campaigns for awareness
* Integration with school health programmes
e Strengthen screening + early diagnosis
e Use ASHA/ANM network for last-mile delivery
e Ensure universal coverage & monitoring



Twocrisesanda
familiar helplessness

WAKE up with asense ofuncertainty, not know-

ing what toexpect of the day. Will there bea let-up, a

- = sudkden breakthrough, light at the end of the tunnel?
= Or will this be yet another day of depressing news,
from the economy plummeting to innocent liveslost.

Thingsare looking bleaker, supplies have gottighter, travel plans
areat astandstill. Everyone is waiting and watching.
SUNANDA These lineswere written in March 2020,
MEHTA If the current US-Iran war feels like Covid-19, its not without
" reason. Both events crept up suddenly, catching the world un-
awares, forcinga shift in lifeand perspective. The signs had been
there, yet no onequite belleved that the lockdown of March 2020
ortheairstrikeson February 28, 2006 would actually happen. One
day it seemed inconceivable that we would be in the midst of
something scary and unknown and the next day we were in itz
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bmmmpackl.r@unda.‘ll‘ywa@ms hit hard, get-togethers re-
stricted and peopl rambling to get back
and stay put. Donald Trump’s Truth SuuaJ updates leave the
peopleoscillating between hope and hopelessness.

And thenthereis the scourgeof misinformation moving faster
thanavirusoramissile, [fthe lab-leak theories eroded trust dur-
ing Covid, doctored or Al generated clips of explosions are
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aswewmhdmmaqﬂml.omln real time. Most haunting, per-
Thaps, is the insidious psychological toll.

Thisbringsustothe une ble point thi: risonk
trying to make — hiuman beings have a remarkable ability to
swiftly forgeteven the most profound kessons once the immediate
crisis fades. Assoon as Covid receded, there was an outpouring
of reflections on the kessons the vins had seemingly taught us.
Ona personal level, we spoke of our realisation of being able to
live with much less, the rediscovery of self- reliance and revalu=
ation of priorities. Inter-connected vulnerabilities led to an un-
spoken bond actoss humanity. Ona universal scale, the lessons
ran deeper — the value of human life, the pricelessness of free-

Donald dorm, the need for economic resilience and the indispensability
Trump's Truth of ghobal solidarity. The phrase that best captured this hard-won

ial wisdom: "Until every country is safe, no country issafe.”
Socialupdates et here we are six years later, and while the calendar says
leavethepeople  narch 2026, the weather feels like March 2020,

mciua'rj:g Thereisjust onedifference — there wasa debate, then, about
between hope whether Covid-19was a natural or human-made calamity, This

and time round we do not even have the comfort ofthat debate.

hopelessness

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News
e Sudden escalation of conflict involving the
United States and Iran, including airstrikes
(February 2026) and disruption in West Asia.
e Strategic chokepoint Strait of Hormuz
witnessing tensions affecting global oil supply
chains.

Thewriter is resident editor, The Indian Express, Puse
sunanda.mehla@expressindia.com

e Parallels drawn with COVID-19 (March 2020) in

terms of uncertainty, global panic, and
economic disruption.

e Rising concerns over misinformation (Al-
generated war visuals) and psychological
stress globally.

* Impact on global markets, supply chains,
diaspora safety, and geopolitical stability.

Key Points
e Strait of Hormuz handles ~20% of global
petroleum trade (Energy Information
Administration).
* |ndia imports ~85% of crude oil; ~60% of this
passes through West Asia.
e Conflict impacts:
o Qil prices » inflationary pressures
(Economic Survey link).
o Supply chain disruptions » reminiscent of
pandemic shocks.
o Indian diaspora (~9 million in Gulf region)
faces vulnerability (MEA data).

e Hybrid warfare dimension:
o [nformation warfare via fake news, Al-
generated content.
e Psychological dimension:
o Similar to pandemic anxiety—uncertainty,
fear, economic insecurity.
* Global governance challenge:
o Weak multilateral response (UNSC
divisions).

Static Linkages
e India’s energy security and import dependence
(Class Xl Economics).
* Role of chokepoints in geopolitics (NCERT
Geography — Transport & Communication).
e |nflation: Cost-push inflation due to rise in
crude oil prices.
e Disaster vs Conflict:
o Natural vs Man-made disasters (NDMA
framework).
¢ Information disorder:
o Fake news, cyber threats (Internal Security
-2nd ARC Report).
* Globalisation vulnerabilities:
o Interdependence of economies (NCERT
Sociology/Economics).
e Psychological impact of crises:
o Behavioural responses in disasters (Ethics -
Emotional Intelligence).

Critical Analysis

Pros
e Push for renewable energy and diversification.
e Strengthening of India’s strategic autonomy.
e Recognition of misinformation threats.

Cons

Inflation, fiscal pressure, CAD widening.

Threat to diaspora and remittances.

Supply chain disruptions.

Weak global governance.

Psychological stress similar to pandemic.

Way Forward

¢ Diversify energy sources (renewables,
hydrogen).

e Expand Strategic Petroleum Reserves.

e Strengthen West Asia diplomacy.

e Build resilient supply chains.

e Counter misinformation (regulation +
awareness).

¢ Reform global institutions.

e Strengthen crisis preparedness and mental
health systems.



New campaign against
old scourge is welcome

IGHTYEARS ago, the government announced its intent
toeliminate wbereulosisin the country by 2025 Though
Inchia could not meet the deadline, it has taken apprec-
able stridesinslowingthe incidenceof this bacterial dis-
case. Today its healtheare system diagnoses more than 80 per
cent of the estimated cases, a far ery from 2015 when close to 50
percent of those infiected by TB fell outside the radar, However,
the disease continuestopresentaformidable challenge. Close o
alakhecases goundetected inthe country, and chances of the in-
fectionspreading remain high. Thatswhy the Centre’s 100-day
campalgn against TB, which began on Tuesday, is astep in the
right direction. Public health programmes against difficult con-
tagions requine periodic bursts of urgency focused on high-risk
areas, because national figures can often mask deeply localised
epidemics. Chhattisgarh's 100-day anti-TE project recognised
this imperative — it eliminated the disease in mone than 4,000
gram panchayats between December 2024 and March 2025,
Overthe mext 100 days, healtheare workers will sereen those
living in 1.58 lakh villages. They will also reachout tovilnerable
peaple such as those living with HIV, diabetes and residents of
‘high-densiry areas The government has also pushed for expedi-
ting its Rs LOOO monetary suppon for nutrition to T patients.
Thethrustontimely payments is a recognitionof one of the short-
comings oftheanti-TB programme. Reports haveshown that de-
lays inprocessing the payment have rendered the nutritional sup-
port ineffective in several pans of the country. In contrast, the
suceessof the anti-TE pregramme in Chhattisgarh and Pudu-
cherryowes much totimely cashtransfers totheundermourished.
The government would dowelltotreat its latest drive asacata-
y=t for innproved diagnostics, regular follow-ups and better com-
munity engagement. Institutionalising the leamings of the 100-
daycampadgn could goa longway in addressingthe most difficult
TB-related challenge — the disease’s multidrug-resistant version,
Thisvirulent form of TB ocours largely because of the misman-
agement of the disease, TB care isexacting for patients as well as
caregivers — that's why patients continue to drop therapy mid-
course or do not take the correct dosage. The 100-day anti-TB
canpaign needs o laythe grotnd fof improved suppor systems.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

* India has been pursuing the goal of eliminating
Tuberculosis (TB) under the National
Tuberculosis Elimination Programme (NTEP),
with an earlier target year of 2025 (ahead of
global SDG target 2030).

e Over the last decade, diagnostic coverage has
improved significantly—from ~50% case
detection in 2015 to over 80% today.

* Despite progress, India still has a high TB
burden, with nearly 1 lakh “missing cases”
(undiagnosed/unreported).

* The Union Government recently launched a
100-day intensified TB elimination campaign
focusing on high-risk districts and vulnerable
populations.

e Successful pilot interventions (e.g.,
Chhattisgarh eliminating TB in ~4,000 Gram
Panchayats) highlight the role of targeted,
localised strategies.

Key Points

* Focused Screening DriveCoverage: ~1.58 lakh
villages.

e Target groups: People with HIV, diabetes,
malnutrition, and those in high-density areas.

* Improved DiagnosticsExpansion of molecular
diagnostic tools (e.g., CBNAAT, TrueNat).

e Early detection to reduce transmission and
mortality.

e Nutritional Support¥1000/month under
Nikshay Poshan Yojana.

* Recognises malnutrition as a key determinant
of TB vulnerability.

e Challenges in ImplementationDelays in Direct
Benefit Transfer (DBT) reduce effectiveness.

* Regional disparities in programme outcomes.

e Multidrug-Resistant TB (MDR-TB)Emerges due
to incomplete or improper treatment.

* Requires longer, costlier, and more complex
therapy.

e Community Engagementimportance of ASHA
workers, local governance, and awareness
campaigns.

Static Linkages

e TBis caused by Mycobacterium tuberculosis;
spreads via airborne droplets (NCERT Biology).

e Social determinants: Poverty, overcrowding,
malnutrition (Economic Survey, WHO reports).

e Public health is a State subject (7th Schedule),
but coordinated via centrally sponsored
schemes.

* Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) mechanism
improves welfare delivery (Indian Economy -
subsidies reform).

e WHO’s End TB Strategy targets reduction in TB
incidence by 80% by 2030.

Critical Analysis
Positives
e Targeted, time-bound campaign improves
detection.
e Focus on vulnerable groups - inclusive
approach.
e Nutritional support addresses root causes.
Challenges
* Undetected cases - continued transmission.
e DBT delays reduce effectiveness.
e MDR-TB - major public health threat.
e Social stigma + weak follow-up systems.

Way Forward

e Strengthen active case finding & surveillance.

e Ensure timely DBT payments.

* Improve treatment adherence via digital
tracking (Nikshay).

e Scale up community participation (ASHA
workers).

e Focus on MDR-TB management protocols.

* |Integrate with nutrition & primary healthcare
systems.
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