
DAILY
NEWSP
APER 

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

ANALYSIS

SECTOR 25 CHANDIGARH

DATE - 23/03/2026

SOURCE 
 THE HINDU & INDIAN EXPRESS



KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Escalation of conflict in West Asia involving
Iran, the U.S., and Israel.
The U.S. threatened to target Iran’s power
infrastructure if the Strait of Hormuz is not
reopened.
Iran warned of complete closure of the Strait
of Hormuz and retaliation against U.S. and
regional energy infrastructure.
Shipping traffic through the strait has fallen
sharply (around 5% of normal levels).
The conflict has widened, affecting regional
stability and global energy supply chains.

Key Points
Strait of Hormuz:

Connects Persian Gulf with Gulf of Oman →
Arabian Sea.
One of the world’s most critical oil transit
chokepoints (~20% global oil trade).

Iran’s actions:
Threat to block shipping routes.
Possible targeting of energy and ICT
infrastructure.
Considering imposition of tolls on maritime
traffic.

U.S. approach:
“Escalate to de-escalate” strategy.

Regional vulnerability:
Gulf countries dependent on desalination
and oil exports.

Global impact:
Disruption in oil supply → price volatility →
inflationary pressures.

Static Linkages
World geography: Strategic chokepoints
(Hormuz, Malacca, Bab-el-Mandeb).
UNCLOS (1982): Transit passage in
international straits.

India’s energy security and import dependence
(~85%).
Role of Sea Lines of Communication (SLOCs) in
global trade.
Strategic Petroleum Reserves (India).

Critical Analysis
Strategic Concerns:

Closure of Hormuz can trigger global
energy crisis.
Risk of regional war escalation.

Economic Impact:
Rising crude prices → inflation → fiscal
pressure on oil-importing countries like
India.

Legal/Normative Issues:
Threat to freedom of navigation (UNCLOS).
Targeting civilian infrastructure violates
international humanitarian norms.

India-specific Concerns:
Energy supply disruption.
Impact on diaspora and remittances.
Trade route instability.

Way Forward
Promote diplomatic resolution via UN and
multilateral forums.
Diversify energy sources (renewables,
alternate suppliers).
Strengthen strategic petroleum reserves.
Enhance maritime security cooperation.
Develop alternative corridors (e.g., INSTC,
Chabahar Port).
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The idea of political alignment between Union
and State governments has triggered debates
on the nature of India’s federal structure.
Concerns have been raised regarding:

Preferential allocation of resources to
politically aligned States.
Increasing centralisation of fiscal powers
through cesses and surcharges.

Southern States have objected to the use of
population criteria in resource distribution,
arguing it penalises better demographic
performance.
Judicial interventions have highlighted
constitutional limits on the role of Governors
in delaying State legislation.

Key Points
India follows a quasi-federal system with a
strong Centre.
Article 280: Provides for Finance Commission
(every 5 years).
Fiscal federalism issues:

Shrinking divisible pool due to
cesses/surcharges
Disputes over horizontal devolution criteria

Governor’s discretionary powers (Article 200):
Assent, withholding, reservation of Bills
No fixed timeline → scope for delays

Important Supreme Court rulings:
2023: Governor cannot stall
legislative process
2025: Prolonged delay in assent is
unconstitutional

Increasing Centre-State friction in:
Fiscal transfers
Legislative processes
Administrative control

Static Linkages
Federalism: Division of powers (Seventh
Schedule)
Finance Commission (Article 280)
Inter-State Council (Article 263)
Governor’s powers (Article 200)
S.R. Bommai case (limits on Article 356
misuse)
Concepts: Cooperative vs competitive
federalism

Critical Analysis
Positives

Better coordination in policy
implementation
Faster execution of centrally sponsored
schemes
Promotes competitive federalism

Concerns
Violates principle of fiscal neutrality
and equity
Weakens cooperative federalism
Over-centralisation through fiscal tools
Governor’s role may undermine State
legislative autonomy
Perception of conditional development
based on political alignment

Way Forward
Strengthen objective and transparent
devolution criteria
Reduce reliance on cesses and
surcharges
Ensure time-bound decision-making by
Governors
Empower Inter-State Council for
dispute resolution
Promote institutional federalism over
political federalism
Balance equity with performance in
resource allocation
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

Recent blocking of social media accounts of
activists/journalists for criticism of
government policies has raised concerns over
digital censorship.
Sharp rise in blocking orders under Section
69A of the IT Act from ~470 (2014) to ~9,800
(2021) as per government data
(PRS/Parliament replies).
Instances of mass blocking during farmers’
protests (2020–21) and use of emergency
powers for content blocking in 2023.
Karnataka High Court (2022) upheld
government’s blocking powers in a case
involving Twitter (X).
Concerns over use of confidentiality
provisions (Rule 16) and possible
decentralisation of blocking powers.

Key Points
Legal FrameworkSection 69A, IT Act, 2000:
Allows blocking in interest of sovereignty,
integrity, defence, security, public order.
IT Blocking Rules, 2009: Provide procedure
and safeguards.
Judicial PositionShreya Singhal (2015):
Upheld Section 69A due to procedural
safeguards (reasoned orders, review
mechanism).
Issues in ImplementationRule 16
(confidentiality) used to withhold blocking
orders.

Affected parties often not informed →
limited scope for judicial challenge.
Blocking entire accounts instead of specific
content.
Institutional MechanismReview Committee
under IT Rules is executive-dominated.
No evidence of reversal of blocking orders.
Emerging ConcernsExpansion of “public
order” interpretation.
Proposal to allow multiple ministries to
issue blocking orders.

Static Linkages
Article 19(1)(a): Freedom of speech and
expression.
Article 19(2): Reasonable restrictions.
Doctrine of Proportionality (Modern
constitutional law).
Principles of Natural Justice (Right to be
heard).
Judicial Review (Basic Structure doctrine).
Rule of Law and limited government.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Enables timely control of harmful/anti-national
content.
Provides statutory backing for content
regulation.
Useful in maintaining public order and national
security.

Negatives
Lack of transparency due to confidentiality
provisions.
Weak due process (no notice/hearing).
Disproportionate action (blocking entire
accounts).
Executive dominance in review mechanism.
Chilling effect on free speech and dissent.
Risk of arbitrary censorship if powers are
decentralised.

Way Forward
Ensure disclosure of blocking orders with
safeguards.
Independent review mechanism with judicial
participation.
Apply proportionality: restrict only specific
content.
Define clear standards for “public order” and
“security”.
Strengthen grievance redressal for affected
users.
Periodic parliamentary oversight of digital
censorship framework.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Rising geopolitical tensions in West Asia,
particularly involving Iran, the U.S., and Israel,
have escalated risks to global energy
infrastructure. 
Threats to “obliterate” Iran’s energy facilities
and Iran’s counter-threats to target regional
infrastructure have increased uncertainty. 
Iran has effectively restricted movement in the
Strait of Hormuz, a critical chokepoint for
~20% of global oil trade. 
Attacks and threats have triggered force
majeure declarations by major Gulf energy
companies (QatarEnergy, BAPCO, Kuwait
Petroleum, Iraq oilfields).
This has disrupted LNG, crude oil, and
petrochemical supply chains, directly affecting
India’s energy imports.

Key Points
Force Majeure Clause: Legal provision allowing
suspension of contractual obligations due to
unforeseen events (war, natural disasters,
etc.).
Affected Energy Players:

QatarEnergy: Halted LNG exports after Ras
Laffan attack
BAPCO (Bahrain): Disruption in diesel/jet
fuel exports
Kuwait Petroleum: Naphtha export risks
Iraq: Oilfield disruptions due to Hormuz
constraints

Global Energy Implications:
Oil price volatility due to supply
disruptions

LNG shortages affecting energy-importing
countries like India

Strategic Importance of Strait of Hormuz:
Handles ~20% of global oil supply
Key route for India’s crude imports (~60% from
West Asia – Economic Survey)

India-specific Impact:
Increased import bill and inflationary pressures
Risk to energy security and refining sector
Impact on fertilizer, petrochemical, and
transport sectors

Static Linkages
India imports ~85% of crude oil (Economic Survey)
Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR) under Indian
Strategic Petroleum Reserves Ltd.
Concepts:

Balance of Payments (BoP)
Imported inflation
Energy security (availability, affordability,
sustainability)

Strait of Hormuz: Narrow maritime chokepoint
connecting Persian Gulf to Gulf of Oman
OPEC and global oil pricing dynamics
LNG vs crude oil supply chains

Critical Analysis
Positives / Opportunities

Push for diversification of energy sources (Russia,
USA, renewables)
Strengthening of India’s strategic reserves policy
Opportunity to accelerate green energy transition

Concerns / Challenges
Overdependence on West Asian energy imports
Limited buffer of Strategic Petroleum Reserves
High vulnerability to chokepoint disruptions
Inflationary pressures impacting common citizens
Risk of global recession due to oil shocks

Stakeholder Perspectives
India: Seeks stable supply, price moderation
Gulf nations: Revenue and security concerns
Global markets: Volatility and speculation
Consumers: Fuel price rise

Way Forward
Diversify crude import basket (Latin America, Africa,
Russia)
Expand Strategic Petroleum Reserves capacity
Accelerate renewable energy targets (500 GW by
2030 – Govt target)
Promote green hydrogen and biofuels
Strengthen diplomatic engagement in West Asia
Improve energy efficiency and reduce import
dependence
Develop resilient supply chains and maritime
security cooperation
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

March 2026 witnessed abnormal weather
variability across India.
Heatwave conditions appeared unusually early
in north and west India.
This was followed by thunderstorms,
hailstorms, and rainfall, cooling temperatures.
The India Meteorological Department (IMD)
attributed this to:

Successive Western Disturbances
Interaction with moisture-bearing winds

Such variability indicates increasing climate
instability and changing seasonal patterns.

Key Points
Western Disturbances (WDs):Extra-tropical
cyclones originating near the
Mediterranean region.
Travel eastward affecting north and
northwest India.
Increased frequency and intensity
observed.
Cyclonic Circulation:Developed in lower
troposphere.
Leads to convergence of winds →
thunderstorms & hailstorms.
Moisture Interaction:Moist winds from Bay
of Bengal & Arabian Sea combine with cold
winds.
Results in severe convective activity.
Rainfall Variability:East & Northeast India:
Excess rainfall
Central India: Deficit persists
All-India pattern: Shift from deficit to
surplus
Seasonal Features:March = transition
month (winter → summer)
Associated with instability and local storms
Eastern India: Nor’westers (Kalbaisakhi
storms)
Impacts:Damage to rabi crops (wheat,
mustard)
Rise in lightning incidents
Disruption in agriculture and daily life

Static Linkages
Western Disturbances linked to Subtropical
Westerly Jet Stream.
Thunderstorms formed due to convectional
instability.
Hail formation in cumulonimbus clouds with strong
updrafts.
Climate variability influenced by ENSO, global
warming.
India’s rainfall influenced by tropical–extratropical
interactions.
Agricultural cycles depend on seasonal
predictability.

Critical Analysis
Concerns

Agricultural vulnerability:Hailstorms damage
standing crops → income loss
Climate uncertainty:Increasing unpredictability
in seasonal cycles
Disaster risks:Lightning, storms, localized
flooding
Regional imbalance:Uneven rainfall distribution

Opportunities
Improved short-term weather prediction
Opportunity to shift towards climate-resilient
agriculture
Strengthening disaster preparedness systems

Challenges
Weak last-mile weather communication
Limited insurance coverage (PMFBY gaps)
Inadequate urban drainage infrastructure
Low adoption of climate-smart practices

Way Forward
Enhance localized weather forecasting and
dissemination
Promote climate-resilient crop varieties
Strengthen crop insurance coverage and awareness
Expand agro-advisory services using digital
platforms
Integrate climate risk into district planning
Improve urban flood management systems
Implement National Action Plan on Climate Change
(NAPCC) effectively
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Ongoing escalation in West Asia involving Iran,
Israel, and the United States with direct
military confrontations and targeted strikes.
Assassination of Iran’s top leadership and
military officials has intensified instability but
has not led to regime collapse.
Closure of the Strait of Hormuz causing major
disruption in global oil supply chains and sharp
rise in crude prices.
Expansion of conflict with involvement of
multiple countries, indicating regional
spillover.
Weakening of Iran-backed non-state actors and
shifting regional geopolitical alignments.

Key Points
Strait of Hormuz accounts for ~20% of global
petroleum trade (EIA data).
Oil price volatility directly impacts India’s
import bill (India imports ~85% of crude oil –
Economic Survey).
Decapitation strategy (targeting leadership)
has limited effectiveness in regime change.
GCC countries reassessing security
dependence on external powers like the US.
Increased sectarian polarization (Shia
minorities in Gulf region).
Possible strain on regional agreements such as
normalization initiatives in West Asia.
Shift from proxy warfare to direct interstate
conflict.

Static Linkages
Strategic importance of West Asia due to
hydrocarbons and sea lanes (NCERT XII –
Contemporary World Politics).
Concept of geopolitical chokepoints (Strait of
Hormuz, Bab-el-Mandeb, Suez Canal).

India’s energy security and import
dependence (Economic Survey, NITI
Aayog).
Balance of Power theory in international
relations.
Role of diaspora in India’s foreign policy
(MEA data).

Critical Analysis
Positives

Weakening of hostile non-state actors may
reduce proxy conflicts in the long term.
Opportunity for diversification of global
energy routes.

Negatives
Sharp increase in oil prices → inflation,
fiscal stress on India.
Threat to Indian diaspora (~8 million in Gulf
region).
Disruption of trade routes impacting global
supply chains.
Risk of prolonged regional instability.

Stakeholders
Iran: Regime survival but weakened
authority.
US & Israel: Tactical gains but strategic
uncertainty.
Gulf countries: Security vulnerabilities.
India: Energy security, diaspora safety,
strategic balancing.

Challenges
Ensuring uninterrupted energy supply.
Maintaining strategic neutrality in a
polarized conflict.
Managing inflationary pressures.
Limited role of global institutions in
conflict resolution.

Way Forward
Diversify crude imports and strengthen
strategic petroleum reserves.
Accelerate transition to renewable energy
(National Solar Mission, Green Hydrogen
Mission).
Strengthen maritime security cooperation
(QUAD, IONS).
Enhance diplomatic engagement with all
stakeholders in West Asia.
Prepare evacuation and crisis-response
mechanisms for diaspora.
Promote multilateral conflict resolution
mechanisms.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

A recent case in Rajasthan where two young
women died by suicide before forced
marriages highlights coercive social practices.
Suicide is a leading cause of death among
youth in India, particularly among women
below 25 (NCRB).
Higher suicide rates in relatively developed
states indicate a link between rising aspirations
and restrictive social norms.

Key Points
Suicide among youth is influenced by social,
economic and cultural factors, not just mental
illness.
Aspirational gap: mismatch between
education/exposure and limited freedom in
personal choices (marriage, career).
Gendered dimension:

Women face forced marriages, honour-
based restrictions, and lack of autonomy.

Durkheim’s classification:
Anomic: due to rapid social change and
breakdown of norms.
Fatalistic: due to excessive control and
oppression.

Regional paradox:
Developed states show higher suicides due
to greater awareness + unmet aspirations.

Comparative insight:
China reduced suicide rates through
structural reforms (urbanisation, economic
growth, social mobility).

Static Linkages
Right to life includes dignity, autonomy, and
choice.
Equality before law and prohibition of
discrimination.
Role of patriarchy, caste, and social
institutions.
Social change vs traditional norms conflict.
Demographic dividend depends on youth well-
being.

Critical Analysis
Key Issues

Structural oppression (caste, gender, family
control) limits individual choice.
Laws and social norms sometimes restrict
inter-caste, inter-faith, and self-choice
marriages.
Mental health approach alone is insufficient;
ignores root social causes.
Youth suicides reflect failure of inclusive
development.

Stakeholders
Youth (especially women, Dalits, minorities)
Families and communities
State and judiciary
Civil society and mental health professionals

Way Forward
Strengthen social reforms ensuring freedom of
choice in marriage and life decisions.
Promote gender equality and dismantle
patriarchal norms.
Integrate mental health with social policy
interventions.
Improve education, employment and social
mobility opportunities.
Community-level awareness involving local
leaders, educators, and civil society.
Ensure strict enforcement of laws protecting
individual liberty and dignity.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Ongoing conflict in West Asia (U.S.–Israel
involvement) disrupting global energy supply
chains.
India facing localized shortages of LNG and
commercial LPG.
Impact concentrated in:

Commercial users (restaurants, migrant
households)
Gas-based industries (fertilisers,
petrochemicals, ceramics, sponge iron)

No major disruption in petrol, diesel, domestic
LPG, PNG, CNG so far.
Risk of long-term economic effects if conflict
continues.

Key Points
Energy Supply PatternHousehold LPG
protected via prioritisation.
Industrial gas supply curtailed.
Industrial ImpactProduction cuts in
petrochemicals → plastics, packaging,
textiles affected.
Shutdowns in industrial clusters (e.g.,
ceramics).
Global LinkagesLNG disruption → affects
semiconductor hubs (East Asia).
Downstream effect on electronics,
automobiles, AI industries.

Economic Nature of ShockClassified as
negative supply shock.
Leads to:

Lower output
Higher inflation

Creates stagflation risk.
Policy LimitationFiscal/monetary tools
ineffective when physical supply chains
disrupted.

Static Linkages
India imports:

~85% crude oil
~50% natural gas (Economic Survey)

Stagflation: seen during 1970s oil crisis.
Aggregate Supply concept: leftward shift →
inflation + low growth.
PAHAL Scheme (DBT for LPG subsidy).
Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR) for energy
security.
Natural Gas Allocation Policy prioritizes
fertiliser and CGD sector.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Essential fuel supply remains stable.
Government ensured prioritisation of
household consumption.

Challenges
Industrial slowdown → MSME stress, job loss.
Rising input costs → cost-push inflation.
High import dependence → vulnerability.
Global supply chain interdependence amplifies
risks.

Key Issue
Emergence of stagflation:

Inflation ↑
Growth ↓

Way Forward
Diversify energy import sources.
Expand strategic reserves (oil & gas).
Promote renewable energy & green hydrogen.
Boost domestic gas production.
Strengthen supply chain resilience (PLI,
semiconductor mission).
Provide targeted support to affected
industries.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Fire accident in an ICU of a hospital in Cuttack,
Odisha led to multiple fatalities.
Another fire in a commercial-cum-residential
building in Delhi caused deaths of a family.
Both incidents exposed:

Non-functional fire safety systems
Inadequate evacuation infrastructure
Delayed emergency response

Highlights systemic failure in enforcement of
fire safety norms in urban areas.

Key Points
National Building Code (NBC), 2016:

Prescribes standards for fire-resistant
construction, fire exits, alarms, and
sprinklers.

NDMA Guidelines on Fire Safety (2016):
Focus on prevention, preparedness, and
mitigation, especially for hospitals and
public buildings.

Major Issues:
Mixed land use increasing fire vulnerability.
Irregular fire audits and weak compliance.
Illegal structural modifications removing
escape routes.
Electrical overloading as a major cause of
fires (NCRB data).
Inadequate capacity of fire services.

Urban Governance Gap:
Poor enforcement by municipal authorities.
Lack of accountability mechanisms.

Static Linkages
Right to life includes safety and protection
from hazards.
Fire services fall under State List.
Urban Local Bodies responsible for building
regulation and safety.
Disaster management emphasizes mitigation
and preparedness.
Concept of planned urban development and
zoning regulations.

Critical Analysis
Issues

Implementation deficit despite existence of
frameworks.
Weak urban planning and unregulated
constructions.
Poor coordination among agencies.
Lack of fire safety awareness.
Under-equipped fire services.

Implications
Loss of life and property.
Increased vulnerability of hospitals and dense
urban settlements.
Erosion of public trust in governance.

Way Forward
Strict enforcement of fire safety norms with
regular audits.
Strengthening capacity of fire services.
Mandatory compliance linked to building
approvals.
Retrofitting of old buildings with safety
infrastructure.
Public awareness and mock drills.
Accountability mechanisms for officials and
builders.
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