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Will completely close Strait of Hormuz : Iran

Trump threatened to ‘obliterate’ Iran’s power Tehran says critical infrastructure in West Asia Iran said it would strike power plants in Israel,
plants if it did mot reopen the Strait in 48 hours coubd be ‘irreversibly destroyed” if it s anacked nations hosting U.S. and firms with U5, interests

France Prosse
WASHINGTON, TEHRAN

e Iramian military
on Sunday threa-
temed o complete-
By it e the stfategic
Strait of Hormuz and at-
wack LS. indrastructure, in
chuding energy Gacilithes in
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cant cscalation harely &
hay after he talked about
“windieg down” (he war,
morw i ts fourth week.
Treasury — Secretary
Scott Bessent sabd the LS.
ey rewd 1o “escalane” js
attacks against Iran o be
bl s i b e war.
Asked if Mr. Trump was
winding down or escalat-

Modi chairs meeting to &2 i i e
one 5ea b water from

* review impact of conflict & ‘e ur. s of vessis have been

Bahrain and Kuwait are  able to transit it - around

crowded along the sare- 5% of its prewar volume,
T Windu Ruresi sirurion and ssggest line of the Gulf with nesoth  according to analytics firm
NEW BELHI mtigating measares. of coastline. Kpler, Irankan foroes have

A pvemnment Barler in nhe day, e amacked maliiple vessels,
As tensbons continue fo statemens said that the nan nsedia reports quoted  saying they Bailed 1o heed

mount in West Asia, Prime  conflicr's impact over the  [ran's represemaative 1o e ~wasings™ sganst transh

Minister Nanendra Modi short, Jong and mediem LN, maritime agency as g the waterway.

o Sunday chaired 2 terms were assessed saying thar the Swmalt of  InTecent days, Iran has

mating oo 1he Cabinet Hormuz remains open o allowsd  some  wessels,
i ee on Security FULL REPORT 0N sl shipping cucept vessels  while waming it weald

(ECS) o peview the hag 4 linked b0 "lran's enemies”.

black ships from countrics

Assensing damage: Propic nipectiog the s an ianian mike Al Mowsend’s comments  # says have Jumod the “ag-
wirikor in Bimona, lrsel on Sunday. wF came from an interview

gressdon™
pubilithed on Friclay by the Mearmshile, t'hl exilied

Ing the war, he sabd: LS Everests (s the regiom.  |Ebaf weote on X that it LLS. hoses snd compantes.  Chinese rews agency Xin-  son of Iran's ke shah Rexa
“They're not rrutaally ex- TIF the LS threats re-  cal infrastructure in West  with LS shareholders. huaz, euch before Mr.  Pahblwd called on Min
chashve, Sometimses you  garding s power  Askscould be imewersbly  The hlamic Fopublics  Trump's uldrmmem, Messs-  Trump wnd lmsell Prime
have o edcalate  fo  phatiarecartiedoid.the  destroyed® should lrankan  power gridis deeply intert:  while, lran's Parlanient i Minister Benjamin Neta-
dde-racalace™ srait will be comnpletely  power planes be attacked,  wined with s energy sec: muling Emponing wlls on myaba to refrain from ar

The strat has been e closed. and it will noe be The military command  tor. Striling

geting Iran's chvillan infras-

major plants  shipping ¢ the
fectively closed since the  recpemed untll our dese  sabd it would abo srike I+ could tigger blackous,  srait, with Speaer Ghalis  nactare,  becase B
;l:rlnflluu'x sparkedby  troyed power phatsarere  raels r plants, ener-  crippling everything from bﬂ]'upngmammr(rn'hr “belongs o the lrankan pe-
LA Alsrueli b Tbuil;” 1 By amd information and  penps asd refineries to would “nod return B0 i ople and oo the hlmora

¥
of Iran. The conflict has  al command  Khatam mmmimnlaruwhnelo export terminals and mili:  prewar

status”.
since spread across West  AlAnbiya sald. tary d 3 M:thrvwﬂ!lhﬂhl

Asta, with Iran responding  Iran's Parliament Speak- mmmmmm Whille some Gulf desert

e lran~

ERLATE

with attacks on lsreel and  er Mobammad Bager Gha-  reglonal countries bosting  states such s Saudi Ara nnuﬂndsd]l snce dhe = PaGE 14

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

e Escalation of conflict in West Asia involving
Iran, the U.S., and Israel.

e The U.S. threatened to target Iran’s power
infrastructure if the Strait of Hormuz is not
reopened.

e |ran warned of complete closure of the Strait
of Hormuz and retaliation against U.S. and
regional energy infrastructure.

* Shipping traffic through the strait has fallen
sharply (around 5% of normal levels).

* The conflict has widened, affecting regional
stability and global energy supply chains.

Key Points
e Strait of Hormuz:

o

o

[e]

o

o

[e]

[e]

o

Connects Persian Gulf with Gulf of Oman -
Arabian Sea.

One of the world’s most critical oil transit
chokepoints (~20% global oil trade).

Iran’s actions:

Threat to block shipping routes.

Possible targeting of energy and ICT
infrastructure.

Considering imposition of tolls on maritime
traffic.

U.S. approach:

“Escalate to de-escalate” strategy.

Regional vulnerability:

Gulf countries dependent on desalination
and oil exports.

Global impact:

Disruption in oil supply - price volatility »
inflationary pressures.

Static Linkages
e World geography: Strategic chokepoints
(Hormuz, Malacca, Bab-el-Mandeb).
e UNCLOS (1982): Transit passage in
international straits.

* |ndia’s energy security and import dependence
(~85%).

* Role of Sea Lines of Communication (SLOCs) in
global trade.

e Strategic Petroleum Reserves (India).

Critical Analysis
e Strategic Concerns:
o Closure of Hormuz can trigger global
energy crisis.
o Risk of regional war escalation.
e Economic Impact:
o Rising crude prices ~» inflation - fiscal
pressure on oil-importing countries like
India.
e Legal/Normative Issues:
o Threat to freedom of navigation (UNCLOS).
o Targeting civilian infrastructure violates
international humanitarian norms.
* |ndia-specific Concerns:
o Energy supply disruption.
o Impact on diaspora and remittances.
o Trade route instability.

Way Forward

e Promote diplomatic resolution via UN and
multilateral forums.

* Diversify energy sources (renewables,
alternate suppliers).

e Strengthen strategic petroleum reserves.

e Enhance maritime security cooperation.

¢ Develop alternative corridors (e.g., INSTC,
Chabahar Port).



‘Double engine’ — cute slogan, a serious federal question

very eledtion season produces
memorable shogans, Most fade once the:
viles are counted, but some linger and
begin to shape how drizens think about
povernance itself, One such phrase is the
“double-engine sarkar”, At first hearing, it sounds
harmless, even cute: bwo governmends working in
undemm:mder:em\\-lopmm[ Yet, behlm!
the hor Bes a serious
guestion about Indis's federal compact.

The idea is simple: if the same party governs:
boith the Union and the State, development will
e Easter becase the two governments will
work in harmm, Taken a1 Eace vabue, this is

OF course:
different levels should coordinate. That is indeed
cooperative federalism. The real question is what
happens when they do not share the same

behind the national average, their population,
peographic size, and fiscal capacity = so that
politics cannot determine who gets what.

Issues raised by States, federal friction
Recent debates around fiscal federalism show
bhirw sensitive this issue remains. Soathem States
thave expressed concern that the use of more
recent population data in allocation formulas may

for

population growth. Another issue is the

increasing resort of the Union government to

cesses and surchanges, which fall ouside the

divisible pool and are not shared with Staes. This
ively reduces the

availabie for constitutionally mandated sharing,
concentrating more fiscal power in Union hands
and weakening the Arancial sutonomy of States.

fin assenting o Bills is constitutionally
impermissible. These rulings wgether signal a
firm judicial commitment 1o protecting the

prowides a further flustration. Mim;-'mmanwsof
the elected government became

dispunes with the Imemn:-r‘nmntxndme
Union government. Cours eventually had o
limtervene. The lesson s not mesely about one
ity; it is about what happens when ihe
machinery of federal governance is used to
punish a political opponent rather than serve the
public.

Seen ogether — fscal iransfers, gubernatorial
delays, and the Delhi impasse - these
developments form a coherent pattern, The
“double-engine” slogan is not rllm‘b‘a«ml‘ﬂ'!"

e Important Supreme Court rulings:
o 2023: Governor cannot stall
legislative process
o 2025: Prolonged delay in assent is
unconstitutional
* Increasing Centre-State friction in:

. Bua the “double-engine® sogan The i Finamnoe O don, which is L leisa o governanoe
carries o deeper implication. It suggesss that currently deliberating, will have o grapple setually functions when puhuulahg:mml H
dewhpﬂnmﬂowsprﬂ’mnmﬂyloﬁnm with these concerns Ifit is i restore absent. And that is precisely the constiutional o FISC&[ tranSferS
governed by the same party as the Union confidence in the falmess of the fiscal federal [problem, The form of federalism survives; its
ECVETTIENL. spirit is quietly hollowed our.

“Aligned States” benefit

During election campakgns the message i often
mace quite explice: elect the party ruling ar the
Centre so that your State can benefit from faster
development. If you do not, you will be starved of
Fumnads, This is where the constitutional difficulty

begins,

Inedis's Constinsion doez not envisge a gystem
where State governments depend on the
gooddwill, or charity, of the ruling party at the
Centre, i creates a federal structure in which the
Union and the States are partners within their

pective spheres. The Union g
represents the Republic as a whole, not merely
those States governed by the panty in power in
New Dedhi,

Public m eollected through national
mmimbd;mm?rulleunlunotbnh. not to the
rubing party. Taves are collected in the name of
the Republic, from citizens of every Stte
regardless of haw they vate. The distribution of
these resources cannot depend on which party
poverns a State, A citizen in Keraks or Tamil Nadu
parys the same taxes as a citizen in Uttar Pradesh
of Madbya Pradesh, The constinmtional peomise is
that both will receive their fair share in retum.

arrangement

Governments in Tamil Nadu, Kerala,
Kamataka, Andhra Pradesh and Telangana have
angued that States which acted early v stabilise
population should not be penaltsed in the
distribution of national resources, Senkor
Ministers from these States have at times.
rermarked, in visible frustration, that they feel
reduced to “heggars®, pleading for funds that
constinnionally belong wo them. This ks not the
language of polidcal theatre. It reflects a genuine
structural grievance about the berms on which
States participase in the Indian Union.

Federal friction is visible not only in financial
metters bt akeo in the legislarive process. In
recent years, Governors in some States have sat
fior long periods over Bills passed by elected
begislatunes, effectively wsing the constitutional
office as an instrument of political 8
Tamil mwmﬂmﬁw
particudarly difays. The pattern is
difficult to ignore: the delays have been in States
that are governed by parties owuscdwr}m
muling dispensation at th"CQIII‘( A Governor

India’s federal system has faced similar
tensions before. In earlier decades, Article 356
was frequently misused 1o dismiss elected Stune
povernments. The Court’s landmark judgment in
SR, Bomumai vs Undon of Indis placed important
liméts om that practioe. The challenge today is
subtler; governments may remain in office, yet,
povernance itself may become hostage to political
alignment.

Structural reform needed
‘What is needed is ot merely judicial
intervention, but structural reform. The Finance
Commission's recommendations could be made
more binding. A fixed stannory dmeline, sy,
three months, could be prescribed for Governors
o act on Bills, I’:'lhn.gl‘h}chasacmmldhc
d.crm«lmc& Inumm
ls, abready provided for mdn‘Arudc 263,
mu]d be revitalised a8 penuine forums for
d rather than
gatherings, Maxnotﬁdkzlmmcy
mlogiﬁimnpkdmscd’:l‘mmﬁdﬂﬂhm]

el wit an
elected Assembly is, Lndrm -a:cnnden,pnr
running in reverse.

Such delays have drawn judicial aention. In

that the
Political slogans will contimse to animate
election campaigns. But a slogan that implicitly
threstens cirizens with shower development if

o Legislative processes
o Administrative control

Static Linkages
e Federalism: Division of powers (Seventh

Schedule)
e Finance Commission (Article 280)
e |nter-State Council (Article 263)
e Governor’s powers (Article 200)
e S.R. Bommai case (limits on Article 356

Inedin’s comstitutional framers understood this State of Punjob vs Principal Secretary fo the they choose the *wrong™ party #t the State level H )
danger. That is why they bull instintiona] Governor of Punjab (202%), the Supreme Court of | does not merely distost electoral choice; it misuse
safeguards into the system. The most important i Brsckia macle it clear that a Governor cannot use comoshes the constitutional promise of equal . -
the Finance Commission. Uncler Article 280, the imaction to stall the legiskative process. The Court citizenship, Development cannot depend on .
Finance Commission ts appointed every fve years Falrmess, not emphasised that the Governor's office ks not peolitical alggnment. It msst rest on niles and o Concepts- Cooperatlve VS Competltlve
o recommend how Undon revernies should be ™ lI meant 1o function as a parallel polical authority | instinabons thar treat every Suate, and every .
shared with the States. Iis purpose Is vital- fiscal pouncy over an elected citizen, with equal falmess. That constinughonal federa“sm
Iransfus st be rule-based, not politically alignment, must Momne ru'mlly mmu'rnmrﬂaduw balance, not the number of engines pulling the:

negatiated, The Commission evaluates States on guide India's Gaovernor af Tamil Nadu (2025), the Court same train, is the only engine India's federal

d:)etmcm howw far thedr incomes lag federal balance observed that prolonged inaction by a Governor democracy truly needs.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS Critical Analysis
Context of the News Positives
* Theidea of political alignment between Union e Better coordination in policy

and State governments has triggered debates implementation
on the nature of India’s federal structure. » Faster execution of centrally sponsored
e Concerns have been raised regarding: schemes
o Preferential allocation of resources to * Promotes competitive federalism
politically aligned States. Concerns
o Increasing centralisation of fiscal powers * Violates principle of fiscal neutrality
through cesses and surcharges. and equity
e Southern States have objected to the use of » Weakens cooperative federalism
population criteria in resource distribution, e Over-centralisation through fiscal tools
arguing it penalises better demographic  Governor’s role may undermine State
performance. legislative autonomy
e Judicial interventions have highlighted e Perception of conditional development

constitutional limits on the role of Governors
in delaying State legislation.

based on political alignment

Way Forward
Key Points * Strengthen objective and transparent

e |ndia follows a quasi-federal system with a devolution criteria
strong Centre. * Reduce reliance on cesses and
* Article 280: Provides for Finance Commission surcharges
(every 5 years). e Ensure time-bound decision-making by
* Fiscal federalism issues: Governors
o Shrinking divisible pool due to e Empower Inter-State Council for
cesses/surcharges dispute resolution
o Disputes over horizontal devolution criteria e Promote institutional federalism over
e Governor’s discretionary powers (Article 200): political federalism
o Assent, withholding, reservation of Bills e Balance equity with performance in

o No fixed timeline » scope for delays resource allocation




Digital exile
The government could be creating
asystern of arbitrary vensorship
decade-long trend in digital governance
in India c last week when a
slew of social media accounts operated
by independent activists and journalists were
blocked apparently for criticising the Union go-
vernment and Prime Minister Narendra Modi ov-
er his government's West Asia policies and the
LIAG crists. In seven years, from 2014 to 2021, the
number of URLs, posts, and acoounts blocked
ballooned from 470 to 8,800, since then, there s
evidence that entire accounts, especially if they
were publishing politically unfavourable com-
ments, were being blocked. There was a wave of
censorship during the farmers’ protest in 3020-
21; the government restored many accounts after
international outcry but this also demonstrated
that it was not beyond mass censorship. Similar-
by, the: government i< emergEncy powers un-
der the IT Rudes to block links to a BRC documen-
tary in 2023, which also expanded the definition
of what constinuted a “threat to public order™.
But when Twitter (now X) challenged several
blacking orders, between 2021 and 2022, in the
Kamataka High Court, the High Court dismissed
the plea and fined Twitter, further emboldening
thee Sitte: (0 CENSOT ACODUNES
In Shreya Singhal (2015}, the Supreme Court of
India wpheld Section G9A of the IT Act 2000 pre-
clsely because of s procedural safeguards, in-
cluding requiring reasoned orders and judicial
review, [n practioe, however, the government has
been diluting the safeguards through an expan-
sive use of Rule 16 of the 2009 Blocking Rules,
which requires blocking proceedings to e confi-
dential. When this stipulation iz invoked o with-
hold blocking orders or their reasons from affect-
ed parties, it undermines their ability o
chalkenge the action in court, eroding the very sa-
feguards that justifed the constinnionality of
Section G9A. The 2009 Rules also require block-
ing orders 1 be reviewed by a commites com-
posed under the [T Rules 2009, yet this is an en-
rirely executive body and has never overnumed a
government blocking order. In effect, the govern-
ment is openly and systematically bypassing the
right to be heard and violating the doctrine of
propostionality, Rule 16 is a procedural rule, yet
e grverriment i wsing it to override the consti-
rutional right o free speech while shickding el
from judicial review. A person's entire account
being blocked amounts 1o a digital exile, remov-
ing the person from the public square, whichisa
hallmark of an authoritarian government rather
than of a liberal demacracy. The government's
plan to decentralise blocking powers to multiple
Ministries could effectively create a regime of ar-
bitrary cersordhip, where any depanment can si-
lence a critic without the spedalised oversight,
r flawed, of the IT Minisiry.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context

Recent blocking of social media accounts of
activists/journalists for criticism of
government policies has raised concerns over
digital censorship.

Sharp rise in blocking orders under Section
69A of the IT Act from ~470 (2014) to ~9,800
(2021) as per government data
(PRS/Parliament replies).

Instances of mass blocking during farmers’
protests (2020-21) and use of emergency
powers for content blocking in 2023.
Karnataka High Court (2022) upheld
government’s blocking powers in a case
involving Twitter (X).

Concerns over use of confidentiality
provisions (Rule 16) and possible
decentralisation of blocking powers.

Key Points

o Legal FrameworkSection 69A, IT Act, 2000:
Allows blocking in interest of sovereignty,
integrity, defence, security, public order.

o IT Blocking Rules, 2009: Provide procedure
and safeguards.

o Judicial PositionShreya Singhal (2015):
Upheld Section 69A due to procedural
safeguards (reasoned orders, review
mechanism).

o lIssues in ImplementationRule 16
(confidentiality) used to withhold blocking
orders.

o Affected parties often not informed -
limited scope for judicial challenge.

o Blocking entire accounts instead of specific
content.

o [Institutional MechanismReview Committee
under IT Rules is executive-dominated.

o No evidence of reversal of blocking orders.

o Emerging ConcernsExpansion of “public
order” interpretation.

o Proposal to allow multiple ministries to
issue blocking orders.

Static Linkages

Article 19(1)(a): Freedom of speech and
expression.

Article 19(2): Reasonable restrictions.
Doctrine of Proportionality (Modern
constitutional law).

Principles of Natural Justice (Right to be
heard).

Judicial Review (Basic Structure doctrine).
Rule of Law and limited government.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Enables timely control of harmful/anti-national
content.

Provides statutory backing for content
regulation.

Useful in maintaining public order and national
security.

Negatives

Lack of transparency due to confidentiality
provisions.

Weak due process (no notice/hearing).
Disproportionate action (blocking entire
accounts).

Executive dominance in review mechanism.
Chilling effect on free speech and dissent.
Risk of arbitrary censorship if powers are
decentralised.

Way Forward

Ensure disclosure of blocking orders with
safeguards.

Independent review mechanism with judicial
participation.

Apply proportionality: restrict only specific
content.

Define clear standards for “public order” and
“security”.

Strengthen grievance redressal for affected
users.

Periodic parliamentary oversight of digital
censorship framework.



+ WAR IN WEST ASIA

Decoding deadline, redline
in Trump’s new threattoIran

<ENERGY STRESS ALREADY
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

Rising geopolitical tensions in West Asia,
particularly involving Iran, the U.S., and Israel,
have escalated risks to global energy
infrastructure.

Threats to “obliterate” Iran’s energy facilities
and Iran’s counter-threats to target regional
infrastructure have increased uncertainty.

Iran has effectively restricted movement in the
Strait of Hormuz, a critical chokepoint for
~20% of global oil trade.

Attacks and threats have triggered force
majeure declarations by major Gulf energy
companies (QatarEnergy, BAPCO, Kuwait
Petroleum, Iraq oilfields).

This has disrupted LNG, crude oil, and
petrochemical supply chains, directly affecting
India’s energy imports.

Key Points

Force Majeure Clause: Legal provision allowing
suspension of contractual obligations due to
unforeseen events (war, natural disasters,
etc.).
Affected Energy Players:
o QatarEnergy: Halted LNG exports after Ras
Laffan attack
o BAPCO (Bahrain): Disruption in diesel/jet
fuel exports
o Kuwait Petroleum: Naphtha export risks
o lIraq: Oilfield disruptions due to Hormuz
constraints
Global Energy Implications:
o Oil price volatility due to supply
disruptions

o LNG shortages affecting energy-importing
countries like India
Strategic Importance of Strait of Hormuz:
o Handles ~20% of global oil supply
o Key route for India’s crude imports (~60% from
West Asia - Economic Survey)
India-specific Impact:
o Increased import bill and inflationary pressures
o Risk to energy security and refining sector
o Impact on fertilizer, petrochemical, and
transport sectors

Static Linkages

India imports ~85% of crude oil (Economic Survey)
Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR) under Indian
Strategic Petroleum Reserves Ltd.
Concepts:

o Balance of Payments (BoP)

o Imported inflation

o Energy security (availability, affordability,

sustainability)

Strait of Hormuz: Narrow maritime chokepoint
connecting Persian Gulf to Gulf of Oman
OPEC and global oil pricing dynamics

LNG vs crude oil supply chains

Critical Analysis
Positives / Opportunities

Push for diversification of energy sources (Russia,
USA, renewables)

Strengthening of India’s strategic reserves policy
Opportunity to accelerate green energy transition

Concerns / Challenges

Overdependence on West Asian energy imports
Limited buffer of Strategic Petroleum Reserves
High vulnerability to chokepoint disruptions
Inflationary pressures impacting common citizens
Risk of global recession due to oil shocks

Stakeholder Perspectives

India: Seeks stable supply, price moderation
Gulf nations: Revenue and security concerns
Global markets: Volatility and speculation
Consumers: Fuel price rise

Way Forward

Diversify crude import basket (Latin America, Africa,
Russia)

Expand Strategic Petroleum Reserves capacity
Accelerate renewable energy targets (500 GW by
2030 - Govt target)

Promote green hydrogen and biofuels
Strengthen diplomatic engagement in West Asia
Improve energy efficiency and reduce import
dependence

Develop resilient supply chains and maritime
security cooperation
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Heatwaves to hailstorms, how March weather has turned erratic

AnjaliMarar
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All these weather factors resulted In

rainfall
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

March 2026 witnessed abnormal weather
variability across India.

Heatwave conditions appeared unusually early
in north and west India.
This was followed by thunderstorms,
hailstorms, and rainfall, cooling temperatures.
The India Meteorological Department (IMD)
attributed this to:

o Successive Western Disturbances

o Interaction with moisture-bearing winds
Such variability indicates increasing climate
instability and changing seasonal patterns.

Key Points

o Western Disturbances (WDs):Extra-tropical
cyclones originating near the
Mediterranean region.

o Travel eastward affecting north and
northwest India.

o Increased frequency and intensity
observed.

o Cyclonic Circulation:Developed in lower
troposphere.

o Leads to convergence of winds -
thunderstorms & hailstorms.

o Moisture Interaction:Moist winds from Bay
of Bengal & Arabian Sea combine with cold
winds.

o Results in severe convective activity.

o Rainfall Variability:East & Northeast India:
Excess rainfall

o Central India: Deficit persists

o All-India pattern: Shift from deficit to
surplus

o Seasonal Features:March = transition
month (winter » summer)

o Associated with instability and local storms

o Eastern India: Nor’'westers (Kalbaisakhi
storms)

o Impacts:Damage to rabi crops (wheat,
mustard)

o Risein lightning incidents

o Disruption in agriculture and daily life

rainfall is likely over Telangana, coastal
Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, and Mahe.

Static Linkages

e Western Disturbances linked to Subtropical
Westerly Jet Stream.

e Thunderstorms formed due to convectional
instability.

e Hail formation in cumulonimbus clouds with strong
updrafts.

e Climate variability influenced by ENSO, global
warming.

* India’s rainfall influenced by tropical-extratropical
interactions.

e Agricultural cycles depend on seasonal
predictability.

o

o

ritical Analysis
Concerns

Agricultural vulnerability:Hailstorms damage
standing crops - income loss

Climate uncertainty:Increasing unpredictability
in seasonal cycles

Disaster risks:Lightning, storms, localized
flooding

Regional imbalance:Uneven rainfall distribution

Dpportunities

* Improved short-term weather prediction

e Opportunity to shift towards climate-resilient
agriculture

e Strengthening disaster preparedness systems

Challenges

* Weak last-mile weather communication

e Limited insurance coverage (PMFBY gaps)

* |nadequate urban drainage infrastructure

e Low adoption of climate-smart practices

Way Forward

e Enhance localized weather forecasting and
dissemination

* Promote climate-resilient crop varieties

e Strengthen crop insurance coverage and awareness

e Expand agro-advisory services using digital
platforms

* [ntegrate climate risk into district planning

* Improve urban flood management systems

e Implement National Action Plan on Climate Change
(NAPCC) effectively
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

e Ongoing escalation in West Asia involving Iran,
Israel, and the United States with direct
military confrontations and targeted strikes.

e Assassination of Iran’s top leadership and
military officials has intensified instability but
has not led to regime collapse.

* Closure of the Strait of Hormuz causing major
disruption in global oil supply chains and sharp
rise in crude prices.

e Expansion of conflict with involvement of
multiple countries, indicating regional
spillover.

* Weakening of Iran-backed non-state actors and
shifting regional geopolitical alignments.

Key Points

e Strait of Hormuz accounts for ~20% of global
petroleum trade (EIA data).

¢ Oil price volatility directly impacts India’s
import bill (India imports ~85% of crude oil -
Economic Survey).

* Decapitation strategy (targeting leadership)
has limited effectiveness in regime change.

e GCC countries reassessing security
dependence on external powers like the US.

* |ncreased sectarian polarization (Shia
minorities in Gulf region).

e Possible strain on regional agreements such as
normalization initiatives in West Asia.

e Shift from proxy warfare to direct interstate
conflict.

Static Linkages
e Strategic importance of West Asia due to
hydrocarbons and sea lanes (NCERT XII -
Contemporary World Politics).
e Concept of geopolitical chokepoints (Strait of
Hormuz, Bab-el-Mandeb, Suez Canal).

e |ndia’s energy security and import
dependence (Economic Survey, NITI
Aayog).

* Balance of Power theory in international
relations.

* Role of diaspora in India’s foreign policy
(MEA data).

Critical Analysis
Positives
e Weakening of hostile non-state actors may
reduce proxy conflicts in the long term.
e Opportunity for diversification of global
energy routes.
Negatives
e Sharp increase in oil prices » inflation,
fiscal stress on India.
e Threat to Indian diaspora (~8 million in Gulf
region).
e Disruption of trade routes impacting global
supply chains.
* Risk of prolonged regional instability.
Stakeholders
e |ran: Regime survival but weakened
authority.
e US & Israel: Tactical gains but strategic
uncertainty.
e Gulf countries: Security vulnerabilities.
* India: Energy security, diaspora safety,
strategic balancing.
Challenges
e Ensuring uninterrupted energy supply.
e Maintaining strategic neutrality in a
polarized conflict.
* Managing inflationary pressures.
e Limited role of global institutions in
conflict resolution.

Way Forward

e Diversify crude imports and strengthen
strategic petroleum reserves.

* Accelerate transition to renewable energy
(National Solar Mission, Green Hydrogen
Mission).

e Strengthen maritime security cooperation
(QUAD, IONS).

e Enhance diplomatic engagement with all
stakeholders in West Asia.

* Prepare evacuation and crisis-response
mechanisms for diaspora.

* Promote multilateral conflict resolution
mechanisms.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

A recent case in Rajasthan where two young
women died by suicide before forced
marriages highlights coercive social practices.
Suicide is a leading cause of death among
youth in India, particularly among women
below 25 (NCRB).

Higher suicide rates in relatively developed
states indicate a link between rising aspirations
and restrictive social norms.

Key Points

Suicide among youth is influenced by social,
economic and cultural factors, not just mental
illness.
Aspirational gap: mismatch between
education/exposure and limited freedom in
personal choices (marriage, career).
Gendered dimension:
o Women face forced marriages, honour-
based restrictions, and lack of autonomy.
Durkheim’s classification:
o Anomic: due to rapid social change and
breakdown of norms.
o Fatalistic: due to excessive control and
oppression.
Regional paradox:
o Developed states show higher suicides due
to greater awareness + unmet aspirations.
Comparative insight:
o Chinareduced suicide rates through
structural reforms (urbanisation, economic
growth, social mobility).

Static Linkages

¢ Right to life includes dignity, autonomy, and
choice.

e Equality before law and prohibition of
discrimination.

* Role of patriarchy, caste, and social
institutions.

e Social change vs traditional norms conflict.

e Demographic dividend depends on youth well-

being.

Critical Analysis
Key Issues

e Structural oppression (caste, gender, family
control) limits individual choice.

e Laws and social norms sometimes restrict
inter-caste, inter-faith, and self-choice
marriages.

e Mental health approach alone is insufficient;
ignores root social causes.

e Youth suicides reflect failure of inclusive
development.

Stakeholders
* Youth (especially women, Dalits, minorities)
e Families and communities

State and judiciary

¢ Civil society and mental health professionals

Way Forward

e Strengthen social reforms ensuring freedom of

choice in marriage and life decisions.

* Promote gender equality and dismantle
patriarchal norms.

¢ Integrate mental health with social policy
interventions.

e Improve education, employment and social
mobility opportunities.

e Community-level awareness involving local
leaders, educators, and civil society.

e Ensure strict enforcement of laws protecting
individual liberty and dignity.



Coming up, war’s
downstream effects

HEHEADLINE impact ofthe ongoing US-Ismel versus

Tran war in India has so far largely been limited to gas

— LPG forcookingand LNG forindustries, Within that,

theshortages have been significant in specific segments
such as commercial LPG consimers (restaurants, dhabas, can-
teens and also migrant labour househaolds with no regular cylin-
derconnections)and producersreliant on natural gas feedstock
from fentilisers and petrochemicalsto ceramics and sponge iron.
Om the other hand. the supply of petrol, diesel, piped and com-
pressed natural gas for homesand vehicles has seen no major dis-
ruptions. The delivery of domestic LPG cylinders, too, hasbeen
maintained at pre-warlevels, with the government claiminga re-
duction in panic bookings and no cases of dry-outs at any dis-
wributorships. In otherwords, the crisis hasbeen managed tothe
extent possible — for now.

But if the war drags on, the second-order effects will start
showing. The tiles and sanitaryware units in Gujarat’s Morbi
aren tthe only ones that have shit, As gas supplies to petrochemi-
cal plants are curtailed, it would foree cuts in production of poly-
ethylene, polypropylene and polyvinyl chloride. That, in turn,
will affect the manufacturers that convert these polymers,
whether into bottles, buckets and pipes and fittings or virgin
plastic film for milk pouches and other food and non-food pack-
ing materials, The same goes for polyester and other synthetic
texiile fibres, whose prices have moeved upintandem with crude.
Much of the world’s semiconductors come from Taiwan and
South Korea. With their foundries overwhelmingly dependent
on LNGand helium gas impons from West Asia, the war's down-
stream effects on smarphones, consumer éléctronics, automo-
biles and antificial intelligence — basically any industry powered
by chips — s alsoa matter of time.

Thiswar lsn'tjust ademand shock like Covid-19 or anenengy
price shockthat Bussia’s imvasion of Ukraine triggered. Itis rather
morecfa negative supply shock. Any such shockshifting the ag-
gregate supply curve lefrward can potentially both lower ourpur
and raise price levels in the economy ("stagflation”). During the
pandemic, the government provided money and free fiood to mil-
lions, just as it slashed excise duties on transport fuels and in-
creased the fertiliser subsidy outgoafter the Russia-Ukraine war.
The usual fiscal or monetary policy levers cannot work when
supply chains have broken, with economic agents struggling to
access bothenergy and shipping lanes. The only hope is that the
warendssoon. Even ifit does, one must prepare for moresluggish
growth and structurally higher inflation in the immediate term.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

Ongoing conflict in West Asia (U.S.-Israel
involvement) disrupting global energy supply
chains.
India facing localized shortages of LNG and
commercial LPG.
Impact concentrated in:
o Commercial users (restaurants, migrant
households)
o Gas-based industries (fertilisers,
petrochemicals, ceramics, sponge iron)
No major disruption in petrol, diesel, domestic
LPG, PNG, CNG so far.
Risk of long-term economic effects if conflict
continues.

Key Points

o Energy Supply PatternHousehold LPG
protected via prioritisation.

o Industrial gas supply curtailed.

o Industrial ImpactProduction cuts in
petrochemicals - plastics, packaging,
textiles affected.

o Shutdowns in industrial clusters (e.g.,
ceramics).

o Global LinkagesLNG disruption - affects
semiconductor hubs (East Asia).

o Downstream effect on electronics,
automobiles, Al industries.

o Economic Nature of ShockClassified as
negative supply shock.
o Leadsto:
= | ower output
= Higher inflation
o Creates stagflation risk.
o Policy LimitationFiscal/monetary tools
ineffective when physical supply chains
disrupted.

Static Linkages
e Indiaimports:
o ~85% crude oil
o ~50% natural gas (Economic Survey)
e Stagflation: seen during 1970s oil crisis.
e Aggregate Supply concept: leftward shift »
inflation + low growth.
e PAHAL Scheme (DBT for LPG subsidy).
e Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR) for energy
security.
* Natural Gas Allocation Policy prioritizes
fertiliser and CGD sector.

Critical Analysis
Positives
e Essential fuel supply remains stable.
e Government ensured prioritisation of
household consumption.
Challenges
¢ Industrial slowdown > MSME stress, job loss.
* Rising input costs - cost-push inflation.
e High import dependence - vulnerability.
e Global supply chain interdependence amplifies
risks.
Key Issue
e Emergence of stagflation:
o [nflation
o Growth v

Way Forward

¢ Diversify energy import sources.

e Expand strategic reserves (oil & gas).

* Promote renewable energy & green hydrogen.

* Boost domestic gas production.

e Strengthen supply chain resilience (PLI,
semiconductor mission).

* Provide targeted support to affected
industries.



To prevent fire tragedies,
address systemic failures

IRE FREFAREDINESS isa well-developed disciplinein

many pans of theworld, Yet, outhreak afteroutbreak has

exposed the fallure to draw from its inctghts while de-

signing public places, housing eolonies, shopping com-
plises, cinema halls and hespitals in the country, Two tragedies
last week exposed the appallingly low pricrity scoonded to basic
safety measunes in Indian cities. A defunct fireproofing system,
adelayed call to the fire brigade and poorly destgned fire exits
were among e fuctors that snuffed out 12 lves aftera blaze in
the ICUunit of a hospital in Cuttack, Odisha, Less than 72 hotirs
laker, nine members of a family lost their lives afterafive gutteda
commereial-cum-residential building ina congested localityin
southwest Delhi Preliminary investigations have nsvealed fam-
iliar violations and abdications: A lange amount of combustible
material stored within the premises, precious time lost because
the four-storey structure had onby one entry and exit, andamal-
Runctioning bydraulicernes tha detsyved firefighting operations,

Thi Maticnal Building Cosde has detailed dimctions on instal-
ling fire allarmss, providing sprinkder systems and designing safe
evacuation routes. The Code, aswell asthe Natlonal Disaster Man-
agement Authoriry, also lays down specific guidelines 1o shield
healtheare centres from fires. The real probilem, however, lissin
enforcement, inmeast Indian cities. including Delhi, commencial
entitics exist cheek by jow] with residential quarters. In mamy
cases, shops, workshops and warehouses oocupy the kower floors
while Earmilieslive above. Ensuring safery amibd such miosd Land
e reRiines exceptional vigilance from Civic agencies, et fire
audits are, at best, onoe-in-a- fow-years exercises, and the elec-
tricity load of buildings is rarely recalibrated to reflect changing
use, Bullding oemners often alter the original designof structures,
frequently eliminating fire edcape routes. Factory machinery
overioads ageingwiring systems, heightening theirvulnerability
toshaort circuits. Policymakers, too, appear to have leamt litthe
fromsudies thatunderine the need tobudget forasafety baffer
inthe initial power load of non- residential bulldings — in hospl-
tals, which have a complex environment, with vulnerable pa-
Hents, hazardous chemicals and sensitive equipment, the con-
sequences of such negligence can be cat ic.

The Odisha government has suspended four officials and a
probe intorhe Delhi ragedy s underway. Justice must cemainky
e el Ui sy, Bt beyomn fisding Ersdivichuad eulpability,
It ks high time that the larger systemie Eallures that lead o avald-
abile faralities areconfronted with serousness and urgency.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

Fire accident in an ICU of a hospital in Cuttack,

Odisha led to multiple fatalities.
Another fire in a commercial-cum-residential

building in Delhi caused deaths of a family.
Both incidents exposed:

o Non-functional fire safety systems

o Inadequate evacuation infrastructure

o Delayed emergency response

Highlights systemic failure in enforcement of

fire safety norms in urban areas.

Key Points
* National Building Code (NBC), 2016:

o Prescribes standards for fire-resistant
construction, fire exits, alarms, and
sprinklers.

* NDMA Guidelines on Fire Safety (2016):

o Focus on prevention, preparedness, and
mitigation, especially for hospitals and
public buildings.

* Major Issues:

o Mixed land use increasing fire vulnerability.

o Irregular fire audits and weak compliance.

o |llegal structural modifications removing
escape routes.

o Electrical overloading as a major cause of
fires (NCRB data).

o Inadequate capacity of fire services.

e Urban Governance Gap:

o Poor enforcement by municipal authorities.
o Lack of accountability mechanisms.

Static Linkages

Right to life includes safety and protection
from hazards.

Fire services fall under State List.

Urban Local Bodies responsible for building
regulation and safety.

Disaster management emphasizes mitigation
and preparedness.

Concept of planned urban development and
zoning regulations.

Critical Analysis
Issues

Implementation deficit despite existence of
frameworks.

Weak urban planning and unregulated
constructions.

Poor coordination among agencies.

Lack of fire safety awareness.
Under-equipped fire services.

Implications

Loss of life and property.

Increased vulnerability of hospitals and dense
urban settlements.

Erosion of public trust in governance.

Way Forward

Strict enforcement of fire safety norms with
regular audits.

Strengthening capacity of fire services.
Mandatory compliance linked to building
approvals.

Retrofitting of old buildings with safety
infrastructure.

Public awareness and mock drills.
Accountability mechanisms for officials and
builders.
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