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Iran steps up attacks on Israel, Gulf energy sites - economic impact:
o Oil supply disruptions = rise in
crude prices - global inflationary

Iran fires launches two waves of drone strikes on
Kuwaiti refinery, one of the largest in West Asia

Bahrain warehouse set ablaze; Saudi Arabix
intercepis drones targeting its oil-rich province

Iran insists it will deny enemies their security and
will continue to build on its stockpile of missiles
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News
* Ongoing military conflict involving Iran vs U.S.-
Israel alliance has intensified over the past
three weeks.
* [ran continues missile and drone production
despite heavy strikes on its military and energy

Persian Gulf to the Arabian Sea.
Concept of energy security:
availability, accessibility,
affordability, and sustainability.
Role of OPEC and OPEC+ in
regulating global oil supply.
West Asia as a major geopolitical

infrastructure. hotspot due to resource
* Iranian retaliatory strikes targeted: concentration.
o Israel * Proxy warfare and non-state actors

o Energy installations in Kuwait (Mina Al-
Ahmadi refinery), Saudi Arabia, and Bahrain
¢ Attacks coincided with Nowruz (Persian New
Year), highlighting symbolic timing.
e Significant casualties:
o ~1300 deathsinIran
o Large-scale displacement in Lebanon (~1
million people)
e Conflict has disrupted global oil supply chains,
raising concerns of an energy crisis.

Key Points
* Energy Infrastructure Targeting:

o Mina Al-Ahmadi refinery (capacity
~7,30,000 barrels/day) attacked.

o Gulf region accounts for ~30% of global oil
supply (IEA estimates).

e Strategic Significance of Iran:

o Holds ~9% of global oil reserves and ~17%
of natural gas reserves (BP Statistical
Review).

e Escalation Pattern:

o Multi-front conflict: Iran-Israel, Lebanon
(Hezbollah), Syria.

o Expansion to Gulf states increases regional
instability.

e Military Developments:

o Continued missile production by Iran’s
IRGC.

o Leadership losses weaken command but
not operational capability.

(e.g., Hezbollah) in international
relations.

Impact of conflicts on global supply
chains and inflation (Economic
Survey insights).

Critical Analysis
Implications

Energy Crisis Risk: Oil price volatility
> inflationary pressures globally.
India’s Vulnerability: ~85% crude
import dependence.

Regional Instability: Multi-front
conflict increases war risk.

Trade Disruptions: Threat to Strait of
Hormuz shipping routes.

Challenges

Supply chain disruptions

Rising insurance and shipping costs
Diplomatic balancing for India (ties
with Iran, Israel, Gulf, U.S.)
Humanitarian crises and refugee
flows

Way Forward

Diversify energy imports (Russia,
U.S., renewables).

Expand Strategic Petroleum
Reserves (SPR).

Strengthen maritime security in IOR.
Promote diplomatic neutrality and
multilateral engagement.
Accelerate renewable energy
transition (solar, green hydrogen).



Centre raises prices
of premium petrol
and industrial diesel

Saptapame Ghosh.
NEW DELHI

In what could be the first
sign of cracks due to the fis-
cal stress brought on by
keting ail
prices, Indian Ofl-Market-
ing Companies (OMCs) on
Friday increased the price
of the premium variant of
petrol and industrial diesel
by approximately £2-3 and
22 per litre, respectively.
The government, ho-
wever, assured that this is
Lieitesd enly to the premi-
um variants and that the
prices of the normal
grades of petrol and diesel
remain unchanged.
Inasocial media post on
Fricy  evening,  State-
cwned  Indian0il  con-
firmed the price of its pre-
mium petrol X495 which
increased by 2 for every
litre from 239987 to E100E9,
Hindustan Petrolewm also
announced a similar in-

Prices will vary across
States due to differences in
tax structures.

“Indian0il has ensured
novincrease in regular auto-
motive fuel prices in India,
even amid rising interna-
tional eosts,” the poest said.
A limited revision applies
only o premium petral
XP-35, with minimal im-

on
consumption.®

The refiner said that the
premium variant of petrol
accounts for about 5% of
the overall petrod sabes.
Other than the car fuel, the
price of industrial diesel
was revised upwards from
TETET to T09.59 per litre,
The hike in the price of
premium petrol and indus-
trial diesel contrasts with
the OMCs’ actions when oll
prices were low,

Prices surge

A previous analysis by The
Hindu found that the
OMCs did not lower the
price of any form of petrol
or diesel over the past two-

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context

e Qil Marketing Companies (OMCs) such as
Indian Oil Corporation and Hindustan
Petroleum Corporation Limited increased:

o Premium petrol (XP-95) by ~%2/litre
o Industrial diesel by ~¥22/litre

* No change in regular petrol and diesel prices.

e Occurs amid rising crude oil prices (Brent
~$108/barrel; India basket ~$117/barrel).

e Premium petrol accounts for only ~2-5% of

total consumption.

Key Points
* Indiaimports ~85% of crude oil » high import

dependence.

e Petrol (2010) and diesel (2014) officially

deregulated.

e |Industrial diesel is fully market-linked.
e Fuel prices vary across states due to VAT

differences.

* OMCs use price smoothing to control inflation.
e Premium fuels are a small share of total fuel

consumption.

e

Long walt: Motorists gueue fo
refuel at a petrol station in
Thanjavur, Tamil Madu, on
March 12,

and-a-half  years, even
when oll prices fell 1o an
average of $64 a barrel.

As of Friday evening,
Brent crude futures were
trading at $108.1 for every
barrel, continuing an up-
ward trajectory as tensions
Continue to mount in West
Asia,

Further, according to
data from the Petroleum
and Planning Analysis Cell,
India's crude ofl basker -
the average price at which
India impaorts oil - was ave-
raging SUT.09 for every
barrel in  the curment
month.

Earlier in the day, ad-
dressing queries about the
increase in petrol prices,
Sujata Sharma, Joim Secre-
tary at the Ministry of Pe-

| troleam and Natural Gas,

said the hike would not im-
pact the common man,
“That is [the premium var-
iant] hardly represents
2-4% of the petrol which is
sold every day in the coun-
try,” she said. “It is not that
price of petrol has been in-
creased  [affecting]l  the
COmMon man.”

The increase in the
price of premium fuel also
brought barbs from the
Opposition. “While people
ane already troubled by the
gas shortage, now they will
also be made to pay on pe-
trol,” the Indian National
Congress said.

(Wirh iriputs from
Sandeep Phukan)

Static Concepts

Administered Pricing Mechanism (APM) - Pre-
2010 system.
Petroleum Planning & Analysis Cell (PPAC) -
Data and policy support.
Excise duty (Centre) + VAT (States) - key
revenue sources.
Impact of crude prices on:

o Current Account Deficit (CAD)

o [nflation (CPI/WPI)
Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR) for energy
security.

Mains Value Addition

Rising crude prices - fiscal stress + inflation
risk.

Selective price hikes reflect political economy
of fuel pricing.

OMC under-recoveries vs consumer protection
dilemma.

Industrial diesel hike - logistics cost - supply-
side inflation.

Critical Points
Issues:

Incomplete deregulation » government
influence persists

Asymmetric pricing (prices rise faster than
they fall)

Burden shifted indirectly via inflation

Positives:

Protects common consumers
Controls inflation temporarily

Way Forward

Transparent fuel pricing mechanism
Bring fuels under GST (long-term reform)
Expand Strategic Petroleum Reserves
Diversify crude import sources

Promote ethanol blending & EV transition



India’s Iran stance does fuel a foreign policy debate
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policy;
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maﬂm:kmmunmmmm
\la..ur dhich by hmlry?t and the i
criticise it as weakoknoed or surrendering o the
Americans, or as hostile o Iran, a dase and

I friend. The deliberate
10 condole the assassination of Iran's Supreme
Leader, syatollah Al Khamened, has come in for
particular criticlam,
 Fareign palicy is an inserument in the hands of

wlmnmwlnﬂm Itiollmvslhm Itk
within the province of the government of the day
10 define what the national interests ane and how

mmrdlhmlw Fﬂ!atull'll)‘m&
Insdis, the improvemnent in rd of Iiving
leml.atmkanmmunwnm chjective.
mmwmummmmm
worrld, this task imposes on the government the
duty tochan is policy with deliberation and
calculathon. A mmrmwmrm}m
take ane posithon whereas a government led by
amother pary muy tike anctler, The same pany
iy take one positon when in oppeosition bat
mldn p\mummy pdk)'whm in power.

Bharatiya fanata Party at the time the capabilities. As for the Gulf countries,
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explain to the people the rationale for its Mindster rather than the Foreign Secretary
decidon. In a democracy, this is extremely signed the race book in the Iranian
impartant. . certainly the Indian people, | Embuassy in Delhi_ Since the Prime Minister did
are fully capabile of understanding and approving | speak o the Iranian President o press for the
or disipproving of the government's actions, safety of the S,000-strong Indian commurity in
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Labecls and also h fior the
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

the war

Context of the News
e [srael-US military strikes on Iran have

Sates. America B Indirs
ard India meeds s support for st

ﬂSEﬂm

visil was unforfunate,
Lt the ek

escalated geopolitical tensions in West Asia. °
* |India’s measured response has triggered
debate over its foreign policy approach. ¢

e Criticism over:

o Lack of strong condemnation of actions

against Iran

Article 51: promotion of international peace
and security

Balance between realism and idealism in
international relations

Critical Analysis

o Perceived tilt towards US-Israel axis Positives
e Protects core national interests
Key Points * Ensures energy security and trade continuity
e Foreign policy driven by national interest * Prioritises diaspora safety
(realist approach) * Reflects strategic pragmatism
* Key strategic considerations: Negatives

o USA: Largest trading partner; technology °
and defence cooperation
o Gulf Region:
= Around 10 million Indian diaspora ¢
= Major source of remittances
= Critical for energy imports
e |ndia focused on:
o Safety of Indian citizens abroad

o Maintaining energy supply chains

¢ Debate on “strategic autonomy”
“independent policy”

* Iran ensured safe oil transit via Strait of ¢
Hormuz despite tensions

Static Linkages

e National interest as core of foreign policy
e Evolution: Non-alignment to strategic

autonomy to multi-alignment

e Strait of Hormuz as a key global oil chokepoint
¢ Diaspora as an instrument of soft power

Perception of reduced strategic autonomy
Possible strain on India-Iran relations
Weakens image as an independent global actor
Ethical concerns over silence on sensitive
issues

Way Forward

Maintain balanced multi-alignment
Strengthen engagement with Iran (energy and
connectivity)

Diversify energy sources

Enhance diplomatic transparency

Promote issue-based alignment rather than
bloc politics



‘Undemocratic’ politics in Great Nicobar over land

 Janusary 15 this year a Great Nicobar
tsland based online news portal,
ww.nkoobantimes.com, published an
important news item related 1o the
_—

Andaman and Nicobar tslands, Bishna Pada Ray
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Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency in
Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation and
Resetthement (RFCTLARR) Act, 2003 Absout 00
families of ex-servicemen were setthed in Great
Nicobar between 1969 and 1975 for which about
40 square kilometres were de-notified from the
Tribal Reserve. The descendants of these settlers
nerw Barm the magarity of the population here.
~The Dependents and ExServicemen Forum for
Equitsble Negotiatian, W“[N.:ﬂfuj:ll‘l&

Cris’ (038 wmmsmmmmwm
things that stand out: first the
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that they, the settler Eamilies, are ot
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isleft
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

Concerns have emerged regarding land
acquisition for the Great Nicobar mega
infrastructure project.

Settler families (ex-servicemen rehabilitated in
1969-75) have raised objections over low
compensation rates.

Compensation offered (¥113-%180 per sq.
metre) is significantly lower than rates in other
island regions.

Allegations of procedural lapses, including
inadequate Social Impact Assessment (SIA).
Nearly 84 sqg. km of tribal reserve land
proposed for denotification for the project.
Concerns over exclusion of indigenous
communities such as Shompen (PVTG) and
Nicobarese.

Key Points

Land acquisition governed by the Right to Fair
Compensation and Transparency in Land
Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Resettlement
Act, 2013.

Settlers demand revision of compensation to
reflect fair market value.

Issues of multiple displacement faced by
settler communities (initial settlement and
post-2004 tsunami).

Tribal concerns include loss of traditional land,

livelihood, and cultural identity.

Potential violation of Forest Rights Act, 2006
due to lack of proper consent.
Environmental risks include destruction of
biodiversity-rich forests and coastal
ecosystems.

Strategic importance of the project linked to
India’s maritime security in the Indo-Pacific
region.

Static Linkages

Right to property as a constitutional legal right
under Article 300A.

Directive Principles promote equitable
distribution of resources (Article 39(b)).

Role of Gram Sabha in safeguarding
community rights.

Concept of Social Impact Assessment in
development planning.

Sustainable development and
intergenerational equity principles.
Environmental protection under constitutional
provisions (Article 48A, Article 51A(g)).

Critical Analysis
Positives

Enhances strategic infrastructure and
maritime security.

Promotes regional economic development and
connectivity.

Potential employment generation.

Negatives

Inadequate compensation undermines trust in
governance.

Marginalisation of tribal communities,
especially PVTGs.

Possible violation of Forest Rights Act and due
process.

Ecological degradation in a fragile biodiversity
hotspot.

Social conflict between settler and tribal
communities.

Way Forward

Ensure strict implementation of RFCTLARR
Act, 2013 provisions.

Conduct transparent and comprehensive
Social Impact Assessments.

Guarantee informed consent of tribal
communities.

Revise compensation based on fair and
market-linked valuation.

Strengthen implementation of Forest Rights
Act, 2006.

Balance development with ecological
sustainability.

Establish independent monitoring mechanisms
for large projects.



Restoring rights
Adoptive mothers have the same rights
as biological mothers

ourts with a tinge of judicial activism have
expansively interpreted the Constitution
to secure fresh rights for citizens, over the
vears, In the latest instance, a view that encom-
passes evolving social systems, and a keen femi-
nist perspective, taken by the highest court in the
land, has recognised maternity leave for working
women as a basic human right. The Court ruled
that adoptive mothers are entitled to 12 weeks of
paid maternity leave, regardless of the child’s age
at the time of adoption, thus striking down a pre-
vious restriction allowing maternity leave only
for women who had applied for adopting chil-
dren less than three months of age. The judg-
ment, delivered by Justices J.B. Pardiwala and R.
Mahadevan, came in response to petitioner Ham-
s lini Manduri chall g this provision in
the Maternity Benefit Act, recently replaced by
the Code on Social Security. She also pointed out
that the legal process of adoption itself took over
three months to be completed. The judges ob-
served that an adoptive mother had the same
rights and obligations towards the child as a bio-
logical mother. Reading adoption as an ‘expres-
sion of reproductive autonomy’, the Court said
that the emotional bond with the child has to be
consciously nurtured through time, presence
and sustained caregiving. “Adoption is an equally
valid pathway for the creation of a family. It is not
biology that constitutes a family of a mother, fath-
er, and children, rather, it is the shared meaning,
responsibility, and emotional bonds that sustain
such a relationship,” it explained. Maternity be-
nefit is extended to working women during the
early phase of motherhood to support them fi-
nancially and provide economic security without
them having to depend on family members. This
equally applies to biological and adoptive moth-
ers. Further, the judges urged the government to
legally recognise paternity leave as a social secur-
ity benefit, noting that parenthood is not a soli-
tary function performed by one parent alone.
The judges have, with one judgment, con-
ferred equal rights to adoptive parents, and res-
tored child rearing to a gender-neutral parenting
paradigm. The patriarchal enabling system has
feminised raising children, leading to it being un-
dervalued or inadequately compensated, if it ev-
er is. Nobel winner Claudia Goldin's work has
pdentified that the gender pay gap often emenges
with the birth of a first child. The top court has gi-
ven India an opportunity to set right the inadeg-
uate laws governing maternity leave in adoption,
and to a large extent, the gender imbalance in so-
ciety. It is the duty now of the state to make sure
that this progressive judgment finds effective im-
plementation in every corner of the country.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

The Supreme Court of India held that adoptive
mothers are entitled to 12 weeks of paid
maternity leave, irrespective of the child’s age
at adoption.

The judgment struck down the earlier
restriction under the Maternity Benefit Act,
1961 (now subsumed under the Code on Social
Security, 2020) which limited benefits to
adoption of children below 3 months.
Delivered by Justices J.B. Pardiwala and R.
Mahadevan.

The Court recognised maternity leave as a
basic human right linked to dignity, equality,
and reproductive autonomy.

Key Points

Parity Principle: Adoptive mothers placed at
par with biological mothers.

Reproductive Autonomy: Adoption recognised
as a valid form of parenthood.

Child Welfare: Emphasis on emotional bonding
and caregiving.

Removal of Age Restriction: Earlier cap of 3
months declared arbitrary.

Gender-Neutral Parenting: Court
recommended introduction of paternity leave.
Social Security Dimension: Maternity leave
seen as part of welfare state obligations.

Static Linkages

Article 14: Equality before law.

Article 15(3): Special provisions for women and
children.

Article 21: Right to life includes dignity and
autonomy.

Article 42: Provision for maternity relief.
Concept of welfare state and social justice.
Judicial review and constitutional
interpretation.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Advances gender justice and equality.
Recognises changing family structures.
Strengthens child-centric welfare approach.
Expands scope of Article 21 jurisprudence.

Challenges

Limited applicability in informal sector.
Potential financial burden on employers.
Absence of statutory paternity leave
framework.

Implementation and compliance issues.

Way Forward

Introduce comprehensive parental leave
policy.

Extend benefits to informal sector via social
security schemes.

Provide state support/incentives to employers.
Strengthen awareness and enforcement
mechanisms.

Promote gender-neutral caregiving norms.
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SIM Binding (DoT Directive):
o Platforms linked to active SIM cards.
o Ensures traceability and reduces
anonymity.
Safety Features:
o Caller identification and warning signals
(similar to Skype).
Scale of Fraud:
o 1.23 lakh cases in 2024.
o Losses ~%1,935 crore (2024).
o Total estimated loss ~¥3,000 crore.

Static Linkages

Article 21 - Right to life and personal liberty
(includes privacy).

IT Act, 2000 - Cyber offences and
intermediary liability.

IT Rules, 2021 - Due diligence by
intermediaries.

CERT-In - Nodal agency for cybersecurity.
RBI guidelines - Financial fraud prevention,
KYC norms.

Indian Evidence Act - Admissibility of
electronic evidence.

T ot B coeminues ioexpand  videocalbimend in dighal exee-
sl and machine amingsys G0 amemp,” theoffiial sakd.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

e The Union Home Ministry constituted an Inter-
Departmental Committee (IDC) (Dec 2025) to
address rising digital arrest scams.

* WhatsApp has been directed to implement
technological and regulatory safeguards.

* Theissue gained prominence due to increasing
fraud cases involving impersonation of law
enforcement agencies.

* The Supreme Court took suo motu cognizance
(2025) due to large-scale financial losses.

Key Points
* Device ID Blocking: Prevents repeat offenders
from creating new accounts.
* Al-based Detection:

o ldentification of impersonation (police, CBI,

ATS logos).
o Detection of deepfake and synthetic
content.
e Data Retention:
o Mandatory 180 days retention under IT
Rules, 2021.
* APK Monitoring:
o Detection and blocking of malicious
Android files used in scams.

Critical Analysis
Positives
e Enhances cyber fraud detection and
prevention.
* Improves traceability of offenders.
e Supports law enforcement through data
retention.
¢ Al-based monitoring tackles emerging threats
like deepfakes.
Concerns
* Privacy concerns due to SIM binding and
tracking.
* Risk of surveillance and misuse of data.
e Encryption limits monitoring effectiveness.
* Implementation challenges in cross-border
cybercrime.

Way Forward

e Balance privacy and security through strong
data protection laws.

* Increase cyber awareness among citizens.

e Strengthen institutional coordination (CERT-In,
RBI, police).

¢ Develop international cooperation on
cybercrime.

e Promote responsible Al usage in surveillance.



Political class must come together on the
war, ruling party should reach out

HE INDIAN people can legit-
Imately expect that the politi-
calclass that governson thelr
behall will rise sbove politick-

ing whenever there is an
extraordinary national difficulty. That
there ks now swuch a difficulty because of

once, 1o the [ranian president. External
Adfairs Minlster S Jalshankar has been ac-
tive in maintaining regular contact with
his cownterparts in Iran, Israel, and the
Gulf countries. He has alea vigited Brus-
sels, where be met with the leadership of
the Buropean Unlon (EV}and the forelgn
i

Iy are growing a5 the war enters ins fourth
wieek, Now cil and gas prodisctionand re-
fining facilities have been targeted, and
that is a dangerous emen. The Arabian
Peninsula states have not entered the war
as yet, but they are indicating that thelr
patlence Is runming out.

There is no indication when the
wear will end. Its concluslon depends on
many imponderable factors. But that
the Iran war will have a substantlal
negative economic and perhaps social
impact is clear even now. The political
classeannot, therefore, adopt an ostrich-
like appraach.

Yet the political class, a3 a whole, has
shown no desire, let alone urgency, to
evalvea consensus tochan a way forward
toaddress the national difflculty. The de-
velopient of & consendis i the respan-
bilivy of all sectionsof the political class.
However, the ruling dispensation has to

d engage the i
on n&wn_.uuupy_os_ullm must respond

. This is 2
the coming state clections, which will be
contested bitverly.

Prime Minkster Narendra Mod| has
spoken 1o his Gulf counterparts and,

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

security concerns.
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has been targeted, raising global energy Positives
e |ndia’s balanced diplomacy enhances global
. . . . credibility.
Diplomatic engagements by India (Prime y. ) )
. . . . e Strengthening ties with multiple blocs such as the
Minister, External Affairs Minister, National
S ity AdVi ith Gl . EU. | U.S., EU, Gulf, and Iran.
ecurity Adviser) with Gulf countries, EU, Iran, e QOpportunity to diversify energy sources and

<

of hostilities. Frael will definitely fall in
lime with whatever decision he makes,
The problem is that Trump is caught in
the quicksand of West Asla, and there s
o sijgn Uhat he isaware af how close be i
1o getting bogged down. He may even
now declare victory, though there lsnoln-

Economic Impact:

fiscal stress.
o Pressure on Current Account Deficit
(CAD).
e Diaspora Concerns:
o Around 8-9 million Indians in the Gulf

“rasik” (refined and cultured), and prag-
matism. These instincts continuously
fiostle in Iran. The decaphation strike in
which Supreme Leader Ayatollah All
Khamenel and members of his family
were killed, inclueding his infamt grand-
daughter, strongly revived memories in

and Israel indicate rising strategic concerns.

Uncertainty regarding duration and intensity

of the war, with potential expansion involving
Gulf states.

Key Points

* Energy Security Risk:
o Indiaimports about 85% of its crude oil
(Economic Survey).
o West Asia accounts for a major share of
India’s oil imports.
e Supply Chain Disruptions:
o Strait of Hormuz handles around 20% of
global oil trade (IEA data).
o Any blockade or instability affects global
prices.
e Geopolitical Uncertainty:
o Increased U.S.-lIran-Israel tensions reshape
regional alliances.
o Role of Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)
countries becoming critical.

* Diplomatic Engagements:
o India maintaining strategic autonomy
through multi-alignment.
o Continuous diplomatic outreach to all
stakeholders.

The conflict is expected to have economic,
geopolitical, and social repercussions for India.

accelerate renewable transition.
Negatives
e High vulnerability due to oil import dependence.
e Limited influence in conflict resolution.
¢ [nflationary pressures affecting growth and welfare.
Stakeholder Perspectives
e Government: Focus on stability, energy access,
diplomacy.
e Consumers: Concerned about fuel price rise.
e |ndustry: Facing input cost pressures.
e Diaspora: Safety and employment concerns.
Challenges
e Difficulty in predicting conflict trajectory.
e Balancing relations between Iran, Israel, and the U.S.
e Managing domestic economic impacts.
Strategic Concerns
e Possible militarisation of key sea lanes.
e Weakening of global multilateral mechanisms.

Way Forward

Diversify crude import sources (Africa, Latin
America).

Expand Strategic Petroleum Reserves capacity.

e Accelerate renewable energy transition (solar, green
hydrogen).

e Strengthen maritime security in the Indian Ocean
Region.

Build bipartisan consensus on foreign policy issues.
Enhance diplomatic engagement with West Asia and
global powers.

Ensure safety of diaspora through contingency
planning.

o Rising oil prices leading to inflation and



Aniftar party on aboatdoesn’t
go against Kashi's spirit
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While Ganga
purificsall
without
diserimination,
Shiva wanders
onthe ghats
with his team
of naked and
semi-naked
aghoris, ghosts,
ojlias, joginis
and jogis

HERE ARE few subjects on
which all of Indla’s commu-
nities, Hindus or non-Hin-
dus, speak in one voice, One

of these is Ganga male,
mother Ganga.

There was a furofe recently when a
member of the Bharatiya Janata Yava
Morcha in Unar Pradesh [iled an FIR
agalnst 14 young Muslim men alleging
thar they were holding an ifar party ona
boat on the Ganges [ Kashi, and poliui-
ing it by eating chicken biryanl.

‘They were also allegedly seen by the
{usually unrelisbie) bystandersthrowing
bones inte the river. The police moved
quickly and hauled in the men, all in
their 20s.

Ol the most beautiful versss onthe
Ganga, still sung during the Ganga Aarti
at Har Ki Pauri each day, was written by
the great poet Fandit Jagannath Shastri
Telang, & poet in the court of Emperar
Shah Jahan and a tutor of his favourite
son. DaraShikoh.

The poet was thrown out after he
dared ask for the hand of the Badshah's
th daughter, Livang, in marriage. Yet,
asthe emperor had already told the poet
he could ask for anything, he found he
couldn’t break his promise,

Thie rewly mareiee] couple ranaway, fi-
nally reaching Kashh, where the pundits
100 spumed the poet for having married
2 “yavan kanya”, They could not throw
T out for fear of enraging the mighty
emperor, but whenever the poet cameup
1o them on the ghats of the Ganga, they
would oover thelr Bsoes and walk sway,

Acconding to legend. Telang asked La-
vangl to come with him to his native Te-
lang Dresh, but she refused. Ganga is my
mother, too, she sald, and Kashi Is my
sicygaerd. 1 will stiry here,

Sothe couple sat on the topmast steps.
of Dashashwamedh Ghat and the poet
called out to Ma Ganga to come wp and
take them bothaway, The peopleof Kashi,
wholoved theatrics, stood and waited.

Telang., composer of the moving
pasan o the river ‘Ganga Lahari’, began
o recite the 52 couplets. They say that as
e g — clbaiire- addsverar yadl Bl
butgivathi fadd nird didno bt rodind ka-

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

* FIR filed in Varanasi against a group of Muslim
youths for allegedly holding an iftar gathering

thaya kesam-iha purah (Mother. If you
too tum away from me, whese lap will 1
eryinto?h— the river began to rise.

As he reached the end, Mother
Ganga reached the lovers at the top
steps and swept them away Into her all -
pusilying lap.

That Kashi Is now belng swept aside by
the roar of saralan sarskriti, with non-
Hindumen being accused of polluting the
river. Kashi is the permanent seal of Lord
Shiva, nota saneran! stronghold, Ganga,
wivais sxid toflow oul alhis maned locks,
Is all-forgiving.

Both she and Shiva repeatedly demon-
strate & mastery of susteritics and hearty
playful laughter. Shivadances in joy and
also kn sorrow. Ganga gives life and also
accepts the bones and ashes of the dead
and purifles them,

Tulsidas, wha composed the poem
that all samatanis hold in awe, describes
Shiva in Rameharitmanad as an austers
yogi, who s also a merry Bhootnath {the
God of all creatures, scen and unseen).

While Ganga purifies all witheut dis-
crimination, Shiva wanders on the ghats
with his team of naked and semi-naked
agherls, ghosts, afhas, foginis and fogis.
They drink blood and gorge on a bloody
milx of satta and meat from bowls made
of human skulls,

Shivajolns hishandsinmermy grecting
and laughs: Tailsi beral Bhoot saath e
Bhootimark) kerl kerl kasat kal haath
Jori jori ke (Tulsi, the Lord of Ghosts ar-
rives, with spdrits and ghouls in his train/
Glancing around, they rarwith laughter,
clapping xgain and xgain).

That is the gpirit of the Ganga, the
heart of Kashl, How can a disputed video
averwhelm this genenosity of soul and 14
young men be dragged 1o jail, fust for
holding an iftar party on a boar?

As forthe real issue of poliutian, we, as
citizens, and our representatives need o
pushaside thischauvinism and do some-
thing concrete about preventing the
further degradation of the river, as holy
and unholy trash and chemlcal waste
make its waters hazardous for all.

The wrirer is fermer
chairperson. Prazar Bhavat/

on the Ganga and causing pollution.
The incident triggered debate on religious
freedoms, communal harmony, and

environmental protection.
It highlights the contrast between symbolic
concerns over pollution and the actual major

sources of Ganga degradation (sewage,

Raises questions on governance, rule of law,

and selective enforcement.

Ganga is a national river (declared in 2008) and

holds cultural, ecological, and economic

Major pollution sources (as per CPCB):
o ~70-80% from untreated sewage
o |Industrial effluents (tanneries, textiles,

o Solid waste and ritual offerings

o Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution)

o Environment Protection Act, 1986

[ ]
industrial waste).
Key Points
[ ]
significance.
[ ]
chemicals)
e Legal framework:
Act, 1974
[ ]

Institutional framework:

o National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCQG)

o Namami Gange Programme

e |ssue reflects:
o Intersection of environment and communal
sensitivity
o Need for objective, evidence-based
enforcement

Static Linkages
e Article 14 - Equality before law
e Article 21 - Right to life (includes clean
environment; SC judgments like Subhash
Kumar case)
e Article 25 - Freedom of religion (subject to
public order, morality, health)
e Article 48A - Protection of environment
e Article 51A(g) - Fundamental duty to protect
environment
e Concepts:
o Biochemical Oxygen Demand (BOD)
o Point vs Non-point pollution sources
e Ganga Basin:
o Covers ~26% of India’s land area
o Supports ~43% of population (Economic
Survey data)

Critical Analysis

* Environmental concern must be based on
scientific evidence, not perceptions.

e Selective targeting can undermine
constitutional principles of equality and
secularism.

e Real issue of Ganga pollution lies in structural
failures:

o Inadequate sewage treatment capacity
o Weak enforcement against industries

e Cultural-religious practices often become focal
points while systemic issues remain neglected.

e Risk of communalization of environmental
governance.

Way Forward

e Prioritize sewage treatment infrastructure in
urban centers along Ganga

e Strict compliance monitoring using CPCB
norms and real-time data

¢ Ensure uniform and non-discriminatory
enforcement of laws

¢ Promote behavioural change through
awareness (eco-friendly practices)

e Strengthen cooperative federalism (Centre-
State coordination)

¢ Integrate cultural sensitivity with
environmental sustainability
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

e Law schools in India are witnessing declining
classroom attendance following a recent High
Court ruling removing mandatory attendance
requirements.

e Rapid adoption of Artificial Intelligence (Al)
tools is transforming teaching-learning
processes in legal education.

e Alisincreasingly being used for legal research,
drafting, case analysis, and academic content
generation.

e Concerns are emerging regarding reduced
classroom engagement, changing role of
teachers, and the future of legal pedagogy.

Key Points
o Decline in Physical AttendanceRemoval of
attendance mandates has reduced student
presence in classrooms.
o Increased reliance on Al-generated notes
and materials.
o Alin Legal EducationAl assists in:
= Case law summarisation and
comparative analysis
= Drafting contracts, pleadings, and
notices
= Generating practice questions and
explanations
o Enables integration of multiple judgments
and doctrines in structured formats.

o Impact on Teaching-LearningShift from
teacher-centric to Al-assisted learning
models.

o Reduced classroom interaction and
discussion-based learning.

o Increased efficiency but concerns over
superficial understanding.

o Changing Role of TeachersTransition from
lecturer to:

= Facilitator

= Verifier of Al outputs

= Ethical guide

= Mentor for critical thinking

o [nstitutional ImpactDeclining relevance of
traditional law libraries.

o Rise of digital legal databases and Al-driven
tools.

Static Linkages

¢ Right to Education and evolving pedagogy
under constitutional framework.

¢ Role of technology in education (Digital India,
National Education Policy 2020).

¢ Principles of natural justice and legal reasoning
in Indian Polity.

e Ethical dimensions in professional conduct
(legal ethics, Bar Council norms).

¢ Knowledge economy and human capital
development (Economic Survey insights).

Critical Analysis
e Advantages:
o Improves efficiency and access to legal
knowledge
o Enhances research and analytical
capabilities
o Supports personalized learning
e Concerns:
o Decline in critical thinking and deep
reading
o Overdependence on Al outputs
o Accuracy and reliability issues
o Weakening of classroom interaction
e Challenges:
o Lack of clear regulation for Al in education
o Need for curriculum redesign
o Digital divide

Way Forward
¢ Integrate Al tools within formal curriculum
e Focus on critical thinking and case-based
learning
e Establish ethical guidelines for Al usage
e Train teachers in Al-based pedagogy
* Promote blended learning models



On GLP-1drugs, match
access with vigilance

HE EXPIRY of semaglutide's patent in India marks a
Turning point inthe country's public-health irajectory.
Once accessibleonly toa narrow, afffuent patient base,
GLP1 receptor agonlsts — best known threughbrands
such as Ozempic and Wegovy — are set to become dramatically
cheaper as domestic manufacturers introduce generic dnugs at
scale. As many as S0brands are likely tobecome available, redue-
ing the cost by at least a third to a fifth of the price point. Ina
country grappling with diabetes and an obesity epldemic, the
prospect of wider access, particularly for middle- and lower-in-
come patients, is an unequivecal gain. In conjunction with life-
stylechanges, these drugs regulate Type-2 diabetes, aid sustained
weight loss and lower cardiovascular risk, offering a multi-
pronged intervention for metabolic diseases. Ata time when In-
dia's healthcare system ks overstretched, prevention through af-
fordable medication could ease a mounting disease burden.

Yet, the very reasons that make these dnugs transformative
alsomakethem suseeptible tomisuse, With companics working
ontheirownversions, India risks an explosionofbrands that out-
paces regulation and clinjcal serutiny. The drugs’ reputation for
rapid weight loss has already evoked interest among those whao
may not be medically eligible, GLP-1drugs carry side effects and
are notdesigned forcasual or cosmetic use, There isalsoa deeper
scientific concem: Global prescribing thresholds, such as BMI
cut-offs, are based largely on Western populations and may sit
uneasily in the Indian context, whene metabolic risks develop at
lower body weights, i\\onj:oﬂngofoummaﬂ%merfemmd
long-termuse ina population that differs significantly fromthose
inwhichthesednugs werefirst studied iscrucial, Anunregulated
rollowt could widen inequities.

The challenge, therefore, isto create necessary firewalls that
ensure the advantages of easy access are not squandered, The
Central Drugs Standard Control Organisation (CDSCO)classifies
GLP-1 medicines as Schedule H drugs. A valid prescription Is
mandatory for their procurement. In practice, however, India's
over-the-counter culture often subwerts procedure. Tighter pre-
seription protocols, robust pharmamlglla.ncesmems and
clearer eligibility criteria ane essential . Addvertising, too,
mitist ersure that a serious theragy is not repackaged as alifestyle
sharteut CDSCOhas already issued anadvisory to manufacturers
tothat effect. INndia can match affordabilivy with regulatory fore-
sight, it can set a global standard in equitable care.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

Patent expiry of semaglutide in India enabling
entry of multiple generic manufacturers.
Expected reduction in cost (approx. 20-30%),
improving accessibility.

GLP-1 receptor agonists widely used for Type-2
diabetes and obesity management.

Rising burden of non-communicable diseases
(NCDs) like diabetes and obesity in India.
Concerns regarding misuse, regulatory gaps,
and lack of India-specific clinical standards.

Key Points

GLP-1 receptor agonists:
o Incretin-based therapy - glucose-
dependent insulin secretion.
o Reduce appetite and delay gastric
emptying » weight loss.
Public health relevance:
o India among top countries with highest
diabetes burden (IDF estimates).
o NCDs account for ~60% of total deaths in
India (MoHFW).
Regulatory framework:
o Classified as Schedule H drugs -
prescription mandatory.
o Regulated by CDSCO under Drugs and
Cosmetics Act, 1940.

Concerns:
o Potential off-label use for cosmetic weight
loss.
o Side effects: gastrointestinal issues, long-
term safety concerns.
o Global BMI thresholds not fully suitable for
Indian population.

Static Linkages

Article 21 — Right to life includes right to health
(judicial interpretation).

Article 47 — State duty to improve nutrition and
public health.

National Health Policy 2017 - focus on
preventive and promotive care.
Epidemiological transition - rise of lifestyle
diseases (NCERT).

Generic drugs - role in reducing healthcare
costs (Economic Survey).

Critical Analysis
Positives

Improved affordability and access to advanced
therapies.

Supports preventive healthcare -» reduces
long-term disease burden.

Strengthens India’s generic pharmaceutical
sector.

Concerns

Risk of irrational and unsupervised use.
Weak enforcement of prescription norms.
Lack of India-specific treatment guidelines.
Possible inequitable access across regions.

Way Forward

Develop India-specific clinical protocols (ICMR
guidelines).

Strengthen pharmacovigilance and post-
market surveillance.

Enforce stricter prescription compliance
mechanisms.

Regulate advertisements and prevent misuse.
Integrate with national NCD control
programmes.
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