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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Ongoing military conflict involving Iran vs U.S.–
Israel alliance has intensified over the past
three weeks.
Iran continues missile and drone production
despite heavy strikes on its military and energy
infrastructure.
Iranian retaliatory strikes targeted:

Israel
Energy installations in Kuwait (Mina Al-
Ahmadi refinery), Saudi Arabia, and Bahrain

Attacks coincided with Nowruz (Persian New
Year), highlighting symbolic timing.
Significant casualties:

~1300 deaths in Iran
Large-scale displacement in Lebanon (~1
million people)

Conflict has disrupted global oil supply chains,
raising concerns of an energy crisis.

Key Points
Energy Infrastructure Targeting:

Mina Al-Ahmadi refinery (capacity
~7,30,000 barrels/day) attacked.
Gulf region accounts for ~30% of global oil
supply (IEA estimates).

Strategic Significance of Iran:
Holds ~9% of global oil reserves and ~17%
of natural gas reserves (BP Statistical
Review).

Escalation Pattern:
Multi-front conflict: Iran–Israel, Lebanon
(Hezbollah), Syria.
Expansion to Gulf states increases regional
instability.

Military Developments:
Continued missile production by Iran’s
IRGC.
Leadership losses weaken command but
not operational capability.

Economic Impact:
Oil supply disruptions → rise in
crude prices → global inflationary
pressure.
Threat to critical chokepoints like
Strait of Hormuz (handles ~20%
of global oil trade).

Static Linkages
Strait of Hormuz as a strategic
maritime chokepoint connecting the
Persian Gulf to the Arabian Sea.
Concept of energy security:
availability, accessibility,
affordability, and sustainability.
Role of OPEC and OPEC+ in
regulating global oil supply.
West Asia as a major geopolitical
hotspot due to resource
concentration.
Proxy warfare and non-state actors
(e.g., Hezbollah) in international
relations.
Impact of conflicts on global supply
chains and inflation (Economic
Survey insights).

Critical Analysis
Implications

Energy Crisis Risk: Oil price volatility
→ inflationary pressures globally.
India’s Vulnerability: ~85% crude
import dependence.
Regional Instability: Multi-front
conflict increases war risk.
Trade Disruptions: Threat to Strait of
Hormuz shipping routes.

Challenges
Supply chain disruptions
Rising insurance and shipping costs
Diplomatic balancing for India (ties
with Iran, Israel, Gulf, U.S.)
Humanitarian crises and refugee
flows

Way Forward
Diversify energy imports (Russia,
U.S., renewables).
Expand Strategic Petroleum
Reserves (SPR).
Strengthen maritime security in IOR.
Promote diplomatic neutrality and
multilateral engagement.
Accelerate renewable energy
transition (solar, green hydrogen).
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

Oil Marketing Companies (OMCs) such as
Indian Oil Corporation and Hindustan
Petroleum Corporation Limited increased:

Premium petrol (XP-95) by ~₹2/litre
Industrial diesel by ~₹22/litre

No change in regular petrol and diesel prices.
Occurs amid rising crude oil prices (Brent
~$108/barrel; India basket ~$117/barrel).
Premium petrol accounts for only ~2–5% of
total consumption.

Key Points 
India imports ~85% of crude oil → high import
dependence.
Petrol (2010) and diesel (2014) officially
deregulated.
Industrial diesel is fully market-linked.
Fuel prices vary across states due to VAT
differences.
OMCs use price smoothing to control inflation.
Premium fuels are a small share of total fuel
consumption.

Static Concepts 
Administered Pricing Mechanism (APM) – Pre-
2010 system.
Petroleum Planning & Analysis Cell (PPAC) –
Data and policy support.
Excise duty (Centre) + VAT (States) → key
revenue sources.
Impact of crude prices on:

Current Account Deficit (CAD)
Inflation (CPI/WPI)

Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR) for energy
security.

Mains Value Addition 
Rising crude prices → fiscal stress + inflation
risk.
Selective price hikes reflect political economy
of fuel pricing.
OMC under-recoveries vs consumer protection
dilemma.
Industrial diesel hike → logistics cost → supply-
side inflation.

Critical Points
Issues:

Incomplete deregulation → government
influence persists
Asymmetric pricing (prices rise faster than
they fall)
Burden shifted indirectly via inflation

Positives:
Protects common consumers
Controls inflation temporarily

Way Forward 
Transparent fuel pricing mechanism
Bring fuels under GST (long-term reform)
Expand Strategic Petroleum Reserves
Diversify crude import sources
Promote ethanol blending & EV transition
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Israel–US military strikes on Iran have
escalated geopolitical tensions in West Asia.
India’s measured response has triggered
debate over its foreign policy approach.
Criticism over:

Lack of strong condemnation of actions
against Iran
Perceived tilt towards US–Israel axis

Key Points
Foreign policy driven by national interest
(realist approach)
Key strategic considerations:

USA: Largest trading partner; technology
and defence cooperation
Gulf Region:

Around 10 million Indian diaspora
Major source of remittances
Critical for energy imports

India focused on:
Safety of Indian citizens abroad
Maintaining energy supply chains

Debate on “strategic autonomy” vs
“independent policy”
Iran ensured safe oil transit via Strait of
Hormuz despite tensions

Static Linkages
National interest as core of foreign policy
Evolution: Non-alignment to strategic
autonomy to multi-alignment
Strait of Hormuz as a key global oil chokepoint
Diaspora as an instrument of soft power

Article 51: promotion of international peace
and security
Balance between realism and idealism in
international relations

Critical Analysis
Positives

Protects core national interests
Ensures energy security and trade continuity
Prioritises diaspora safety
Reflects strategic pragmatism

Negatives
Perception of reduced strategic autonomy
Possible strain on India–Iran relations
Weakens image as an independent global actor
Ethical concerns over silence on sensitive
issues

Way Forward
Maintain balanced multi-alignment
Strengthen engagement with Iran (energy and
connectivity)
Diversify energy sources
Enhance diplomatic transparency
Promote issue-based alignment rather than
bloc politics
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Concerns have emerged regarding land
acquisition for the Great Nicobar mega
infrastructure project.
Settler families (ex-servicemen rehabilitated in
1969–75) have raised objections over low
compensation rates.
Compensation offered (₹113–₹180 per sq.
metre) is significantly lower than rates in other
island regions.
Allegations of procedural lapses, including
inadequate Social Impact Assessment (SIA).
Nearly 84 sq. km of tribal reserve land
proposed for denotification for the project.
Concerns over exclusion of indigenous
communities such as Shompen (PVTG) and
Nicobarese.

Key Points
Land acquisition governed by the Right to Fair
Compensation and Transparency in Land
Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Resettlement
Act, 2013.
Settlers demand revision of compensation to
reflect fair market value.
Issues of multiple displacement faced by
settler communities (initial settlement and
post-2004 tsunami).
Tribal concerns include loss of traditional land,
livelihood, and cultural identity.
Potential violation of Forest Rights Act, 2006
due to lack of proper consent.
Environmental risks include destruction of
biodiversity-rich forests and coastal
ecosystems.
Strategic importance of the project linked to
India’s maritime security in the Indo-Pacific
region.

Static Linkages
Right to property as a constitutional legal right
under Article 300A.
Directive Principles promote equitable
distribution of resources (Article 39(b)).
Role of Gram Sabha in safeguarding
community rights.
Concept of Social Impact Assessment in
development planning.
Sustainable development and
intergenerational equity principles.
Environmental protection under constitutional
provisions (Article 48A, Article 51A(g)).

Critical Analysis
Positives

Enhances strategic infrastructure and
maritime security.
Promotes regional economic development and
connectivity.
Potential employment generation.

Negatives
Inadequate compensation undermines trust in
governance.
Marginalisation of tribal communities,
especially PVTGs.
Possible violation of Forest Rights Act and due
process.
Ecological degradation in a fragile biodiversity
hotspot.
Social conflict between settler and tribal
communities.

Way Forward
Ensure strict implementation of RFCTLARR
Act, 2013 provisions.
Conduct transparent and comprehensive
Social Impact Assessments.
Guarantee informed consent of tribal
communities.
Revise compensation based on fair and
market-linked valuation.
Strengthen implementation of Forest Rights
Act, 2006.
Balance development with ecological
sustainability.
Establish independent monitoring mechanisms
for large projects.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The Supreme Court of India held that adoptive
mothers are entitled to 12 weeks of paid
maternity leave, irrespective of the child’s age
at adoption.
The judgment struck down the earlier
restriction under the Maternity Benefit Act,
1961 (now subsumed under the Code on Social
Security, 2020) which limited benefits to
adoption of children below 3 months.
Delivered by Justices J.B. Pardiwala and R.
Mahadevan.
The Court recognised maternity leave as a
basic human right linked to dignity, equality,
and reproductive autonomy.

Key Points
Parity Principle: Adoptive mothers placed at
par with biological mothers.
Reproductive Autonomy: Adoption recognised
as a valid form of parenthood.
Child Welfare: Emphasis on emotional bonding
and caregiving.
Removal of Age Restriction: Earlier cap of 3
months declared arbitrary.

Gender-Neutral Parenting: Court
recommended introduction of paternity leave.
Social Security Dimension: Maternity leave
seen as part of welfare state obligations.

Static Linkages
Article 14: Equality before law.
Article 15(3): Special provisions for women and
children.
Article 21: Right to life includes dignity and
autonomy.
Article 42: Provision for maternity relief.
Concept of welfare state and social justice.
Judicial review and constitutional
interpretation.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Advances gender justice and equality.
Recognises changing family structures.
Strengthens child-centric welfare approach.
Expands scope of Article 21 jurisprudence.

Challenges
Limited applicability in informal sector.
Potential financial burden on employers.
Absence of statutory paternity leave
framework.
Implementation and compliance issues.

Way Forward
Introduce comprehensive parental leave
policy.
Extend benefits to informal sector via social
security schemes.
Provide state support/incentives to employers.
Strengthen awareness and enforcement
mechanisms.
Promote gender-neutral caregiving norms.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The Union Home Ministry constituted an Inter-
Departmental Committee (IDC) (Dec 2025) to
address rising digital arrest scams.
WhatsApp has been directed to implement
technological and regulatory safeguards.
The issue gained prominence due to increasing
fraud cases involving impersonation of law
enforcement agencies.
The Supreme Court took suo motu cognizance
(2025) due to large-scale financial losses.

Key Points
Device ID Blocking: Prevents repeat offenders
from creating new accounts.
AI-based Detection:

Identification of impersonation (police, CBI,
ATS logos).
Detection of deepfake and synthetic
content.

Data Retention:
Mandatory 180 days retention under IT
Rules, 2021.

APK Monitoring:
Detection and blocking of malicious
Android files used in scams.

SIM Binding (DoT Directive):
Platforms linked to active SIM cards.
Ensures traceability and reduces
anonymity.

Safety Features:
Caller identification and warning signals
(similar to Skype).

Scale of Fraud:
1.23 lakh cases in 2024.
Losses ~₹1,935 crore (2024).
Total estimated loss ~₹3,000 crore.

Static Linkages
Article 21 – Right to life and personal liberty
(includes privacy).
IT Act, 2000 – Cyber offences and
intermediary liability.
IT Rules, 2021 – Due diligence by
intermediaries.
CERT-In – Nodal agency for cybersecurity.
RBI guidelines – Financial fraud prevention,
KYC norms.
Indian Evidence Act – Admissibility of
electronic evidence.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Enhances cyber fraud detection and
prevention.
Improves traceability of offenders.
Supports law enforcement through data
retention.
AI-based monitoring tackles emerging threats
like deepfakes.

Concerns
Privacy concerns due to SIM binding and
tracking.
Risk of surveillance and misuse of data.
Encryption limits monitoring effectiveness.
Implementation challenges in cross-border
cybercrime.

Way Forward
Balance privacy and security through strong
data protection laws.
Increase cyber awareness among citizens.
Strengthen institutional coordination (CERT-In,
RBI, police).
Develop international cooperation on
cybercrime.
Promote responsible AI usage in surveillance.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Ongoing conflict involving Iran, Israel, and
indirect U.S. involvement has escalated into a
prolonged regional crisis.
Critical oil and gas infrastructure in West Asia
has been targeted, raising global energy
security concerns.
Diplomatic engagements by India (Prime
Minister, External Affairs Minister, National
Security Adviser) with Gulf countries, EU, Iran,
and Israel indicate rising strategic concerns.
Uncertainty regarding duration and intensity
of the war, with potential expansion involving
Gulf states.
The conflict is expected to have economic,
geopolitical, and social repercussions for India.

Key Points
Energy Security Risk:

India imports about 85% of its crude oil
(Economic Survey).
West Asia accounts for a major share of
India’s oil imports.

Supply Chain Disruptions:
Strait of Hormuz handles around 20% of
global oil trade (IEA data).
Any blockade or instability affects global
prices.

Geopolitical Uncertainty:
Increased U.S.-Iran-Israel tensions reshape
regional alliances.
Role of Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)
countries becoming critical.

Diplomatic Engagements:
India maintaining strategic autonomy
through multi-alignment.
Continuous diplomatic outreach to all
stakeholders.

Impact of oil prices on inflation and fiscal deficit
Role of remittances in India’s economy
Shia-Sunni divide in West Asian geopolitics
Balance of power and collective security

Critical Analysis
Positives

India’s balanced diplomacy enhances global
credibility.
Strengthening ties with multiple blocs such as the
U.S., EU, Gulf, and Iran.
Opportunity to diversify energy sources and
accelerate renewable transition.

Negatives
High vulnerability due to oil import dependence.
Limited influence in conflict resolution.
Inflationary pressures affecting growth and welfare.

Stakeholder Perspectives
Government: Focus on stability, energy access,
diplomacy.
Consumers: Concerned about fuel price rise.
Industry: Facing input cost pressures.
Diaspora: Safety and employment concerns.

Challenges
Difficulty in predicting conflict trajectory.
Balancing relations between Iran, Israel, and the U.S.
Managing domestic economic impacts.

Strategic Concerns
Possible militarisation of key sea lanes.
Weakening of global multilateral mechanisms.

Way Forward
Diversify crude import sources (Africa, Latin
America).
Expand Strategic Petroleum Reserves capacity.
Accelerate renewable energy transition (solar, green
hydrogen).
Strengthen maritime security in the Indian Ocean
Region.
Build bipartisan consensus on foreign policy issues.
Enhance diplomatic engagement with West Asia and
global powers.
Ensure safety of diaspora through contingency
planning.

Economic Impact:
Rising oil prices leading to inflation and
fiscal stress.
Pressure on Current Account Deficit
(CAD).

Diaspora Concerns:
Around 8–9 million Indians in the Gulf
region (MEA data).
Risk to remittances and safety.

Static Linkages
India’s dependence on imported
hydrocarbons
Strait of Hormuz as a strategic chokepoint
Concept of strategic autonomy in foreign
policy
Evolution from non-alignment to multi-
alignment
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

FIR filed in Varanasi against a group of Muslim
youths for allegedly holding an iftar gathering
on the Ganga and causing pollution.
The incident triggered debate on religious
freedoms, communal harmony, and
environmental protection.
It highlights the contrast between symbolic
concerns over pollution and the actual major
sources of Ganga degradation (sewage,
industrial waste).
Raises questions on governance, rule of law,
and selective enforcement.

Key Points
Ganga is a national river (declared in 2008) and
holds cultural, ecological, and economic
significance.
Major pollution sources (as per CPCB):

~70–80% from untreated sewage
Industrial effluents (tanneries, textiles,
chemicals)
Solid waste and ritual offerings

Legal framework:
Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution)
Act, 1974
Environment Protection Act, 1986

Institutional framework:
National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG)
Namami Gange Programme

Issue reflects:
Intersection of environment and communal
sensitivity
Need for objective, evidence-based
enforcement

Static Linkages
Article 14 – Equality before law
Article 21 – Right to life (includes clean
environment; SC judgments like Subhash
Kumar case)
Article 25 – Freedom of religion (subject to
public order, morality, health)
Article 48A – Protection of environment
Article 51A(g) – Fundamental duty to protect
environment
Concepts:

Biochemical Oxygen Demand (BOD)
Point vs Non-point pollution sources

Ganga Basin:
Covers ~26% of India’s land area
Supports ~43% of population (Economic
Survey data)

Critical Analysis
Environmental concern must be based on
scientific evidence, not perceptions.
Selective targeting can undermine
constitutional principles of equality and
secularism.
Real issue of Ganga pollution lies in structural
failures:

Inadequate sewage treatment capacity
Weak enforcement against industries

Cultural-religious practices often become focal
points while systemic issues remain neglected.
Risk of communalization of environmental
governance.

Way Forward
Prioritize sewage treatment infrastructure in
urban centers along Ganga
Strict compliance monitoring using CPCB
norms and real-time data
Ensure uniform and non-discriminatory
enforcement of laws
Promote behavioural change through
awareness (eco-friendly practices)
Strengthen cooperative federalism (Centre–
State coordination)
Integrate cultural sensitivity with
environmental sustainability

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY



KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Law schools in India are witnessing declining
classroom attendance following a recent High
Court ruling removing mandatory attendance
requirements.
Rapid adoption of Artificial Intelligence (AI)
tools is transforming teaching-learning
processes in legal education.
AI is increasingly being used for legal research,
drafting, case analysis, and academic content
generation.
Concerns are emerging regarding reduced
classroom engagement, changing role of
teachers, and the future of legal pedagogy.

Key Points
Decline in Physical AttendanceRemoval of
attendance mandates has reduced student
presence in classrooms.
Increased reliance on AI-generated notes
and materials.
AI in Legal EducationAI assists in:

Case law summarisation and
comparative analysis
Drafting contracts, pleadings, and
notices
Generating practice questions and
explanations

Enables integration of multiple judgments
and doctrines in structured formats.

Impact on Teaching-LearningShift from
teacher-centric to AI-assisted learning
models.
Reduced classroom interaction and
discussion-based learning.
Increased efficiency but concerns over
superficial understanding.
Changing Role of TeachersTransition from
lecturer to:

Facilitator
Verifier of AI outputs
Ethical guide
Mentor for critical thinking

Institutional ImpactDeclining relevance of
traditional law libraries.
Rise of digital legal databases and AI-driven
tools.

Static Linkages
Right to Education and evolving pedagogy
under constitutional framework.
Role of technology in education (Digital India,
National Education Policy 2020).
Principles of natural justice and legal reasoning
in Indian Polity.
Ethical dimensions in professional conduct
(legal ethics, Bar Council norms).
Knowledge economy and human capital
development (Economic Survey insights).

Critical Analysis
Advantages:

Improves efficiency and access to legal
knowledge
Enhances research and analytical
capabilities
Supports personalized learning

Concerns:
Decline in critical thinking and deep
reading
Overdependence on AI outputs
Accuracy and reliability issues
Weakening of classroom interaction

Challenges:
Lack of clear regulation for AI in education
Need for curriculum redesign
Digital divide

Way Forward
Integrate AI tools within formal curriculum
Focus on critical thinking and case-based
learning
Establish ethical guidelines for AI usage
Train teachers in AI-based pedagogy
Promote blended learning models
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Patent expiry of semaglutide in India enabling
entry of multiple generic manufacturers.
Expected reduction in cost (approx. 20–30%),
improving accessibility.
GLP-1 receptor agonists widely used for Type-2
diabetes and obesity management.
Rising burden of non-communicable diseases
(NCDs) like diabetes and obesity in India.
Concerns regarding misuse, regulatory gaps,
and lack of India-specific clinical standards.

Key Points
GLP-1 receptor agonists:

Incretin-based therapy → glucose-
dependent insulin secretion.
Reduce appetite and delay gastric
emptying → weight loss.

Public health relevance:
India among top countries with highest
diabetes burden (IDF estimates).
NCDs account for ~60% of total deaths in
India (MoHFW).

Regulatory framework:
Classified as Schedule H drugs →
prescription mandatory.
Regulated by CDSCO under Drugs and
Cosmetics Act, 1940.

Concerns:
Potential off-label use for cosmetic weight
loss.
Side effects: gastrointestinal issues, long-
term safety concerns.
Global BMI thresholds not fully suitable for
Indian population.

Static Linkages
Article 21 – Right to life includes right to health
(judicial interpretation).
Article 47 – State duty to improve nutrition and
public health.
National Health Policy 2017 – focus on
preventive and promotive care.
Epidemiological transition – rise of lifestyle
diseases (NCERT).
Generic drugs – role in reducing healthcare
costs (Economic Survey).

Critical Analysis
Positives

Improved affordability and access to advanced
therapies.
Supports preventive healthcare → reduces
long-term disease burden.
Strengthens India’s generic pharmaceutical
sector.

Concerns
Risk of irrational and unsupervised use.
Weak enforcement of prescription norms.
Lack of India-specific treatment guidelines.
Possible inequitable access across regions.

Way Forward
Develop India-specific clinical protocols (ICMR
guidelines).
Strengthen pharmacovigilance and post-
market surveillance.
Enforce stricter prescription compliance
mechanisms.
Regulate advertisements and prevent misuse.
Integrate with national NCD control
programmes.
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