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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

Iran carried out missile strikes on energy
infrastructure in Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and UAE.
This was in retaliation to U.S.–Israeli air strikes
on Iran’s South Pars gas facilities (Bushehr).
Senior Iranian officials (including Intelligence
Minister) were killed in targeted strikes.
Qatar’s Ras Laffan Industrial City (LNG hub)
was damaged.
Escalation raises concerns over regional
stability and global energy supply.

Key Points
South Pars/North Dome: World’s largest gas
field (shared by Iran & Qatar).
Persian Gulf: Critical for global oil & LNG
supply.
Strait of Hormuz: Key chokepoint for energy
trade (~20% global oil).
Iran warned of targeting energy infrastructure
in Gulf states hosting U.S. bases.
Risk of oil price surge, supply disruptions, and
global economic instability.

Static Linkages
India imports ~85% of crude oil → vulnerable to
West Asia instability.
LNG requires cooling to –162°C for transport.
Gulf region central to OPEC production and
global energy markets.
Energy security pillars: availability,
affordability, accessibility.

Critical Analysis
Concerns

Threat to global energy supply chains
Rising oil prices → inflationary pressure
(India)
Risk of regional war escalation
Violation of sovereignty norms

Strategic Dimension
Energy infrastructure as a strategic target
in modern warfare
Increased militarisation of West Asia

Way Forward
Diplomatic de-escalation via UN and regional
platforms
Diversification of energy imports (India)
Strengthening Strategic Petroleum Reserves
(SPR)
Accelerating renewable energy transition
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Rising tensions in West Asia and attacks on
energy infrastructure have heightened risks in
the Persian Gulf–Strait of Hormuz region.
The Government of India has identified 22
India-bound vessels for evacuation to ensure
safe passage.
Of these, 20 vessels are critical for India’s
energy security, carrying large volumes of LNG,
LPG, and crude oil.
The Indian Navy has begun escort operations,
reflecting India’s proactive maritime security
approach.

Key Points
Energy Cargo at Risk:

~2.15 lakh metric tonnes of LNG
~3.21 lakh tonnes of LPG
~16.76 lakh tonnes of crude oil

Composition of Vessels:
3 LNG carriers
10 LPG carriers
7 crude oil tankers
Mix of Indian-flagged and foreign-flagged
vessels

Additional Vessels:
2 Indian-flagged container vessels also identified
for evacuation

International Shipping Flags Involved:
Marshall Islands, Liberia, Greece, Malta, Portugal

Operational Coordination:
Ministry of Ports, Shipping & Waterways
Directorate of Naval Operations (Indian Navy)
Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas
IFC-IOR (Information Fusion Centre–Indian
Ocean Region)

Naval Escort Examples:
LPG carriers: Shivalik, Nanda Devi
Crude tanker: Jag Laadki (carrying Murban crude
from UAE)

Seafarer Situation:
~23,000 Indian seafarers stranded
472 evacuated so far
Casualties: 3 dead, 4 injured, 1 missing (on
foreign vessels)

Strategic Distribution of Indian Ships:
22 in Persian Gulf (west of Strait of Hormuz)
2 in Gulf of Oman
1 in Gulf of Aden
2 in Red Sea

Static Linkages
Strait of Hormuz connects the Persian Gulf with the
Gulf of Oman and Arabian Sea; one of the world’s
most critical oil chokepoints.
Around 20% of global petroleum trade passes
through this strait (EIA estimates).
India imports ~85% of its crude oil requirements,
with a large share from West Asia.
Concept of Sea Lines of Communication (SLOCs)—
vital maritime routes for trade and energy flows.
India’s maritime doctrine emphasizes freedom of
navigation and security of SLOCs.
UNCLOS provisions ensure transit passage through
international straits.

Mains Pointers
Importance

Energy security of India
Strategic maritime chokepoint relevance
Role of Indian Navy in safeguarding trade

Challenges
Dependence on West Asia
Rising geopolitical conflicts
Risk to Indian seafarers
Increased shipping and insurance costs

Way Forward (Crisp)
Diversify energy imports
Expand Strategic Petroleum Reserves
Strengthen naval presence in IOR
Enhance maritime cooperation (IFC-IOR)
Promote alternative routes (INSTC)
Diplomatic balancing in West Asia
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

Supreme Court (2026) imposed a blanket ban
on a Class VIII NCERT textbook.
Objection: Content on judicial delay,
corruption, and accountability mechanisms.
Court cited institutional dignity and alleged
attempt to undermine judiciary.
Directed removal of authors without detailed
hearing → concerns over due process.

Key Points
Article 19(1)(a): Guarantees freedom of speech
and expression.
Article 19(2): Restrictions only through law, not
judicial orders.
Naresh Mirajkar Case (1966): Judicial orders ≠
“law” under Article 19.
Contempt of Courts Act, 1971:

Requires scandalising court or obstructing
justice.
General criticism does not automatically
amount to contempt.

Judicial Accountability:
K. Veeraswami Case (1991): Judges are
public servants under Prevention of
Corruption Act (with safeguards).
In-house procedure exists for judicial
misconduct.

Judicial Issues:
Over 5 crore pending cases (NJDG).
Concerns of delay and perceived
corruption.

Global Example:
Kenya judicial reforms improved
trust significantly (Transparency
reforms).

Static Linkages
Fundamental Rights: Freedom of
speech with reasonable
restrictions.
Basic Structure: Judicial review.
Separation of powers and checks &
balances.
Rule of law and equality before law.
Ethical standards: Integrity and
accountability in public office.

Critical Analysis
Issues

Violates freedom of speech (no
statutory basis).
Indicates judicial overreach.
Lack of natural justice (no hearing).
Creates chilling effect on academia
and media.

Justification
Protection of judicial credibility.
Avoiding misleading narratives
among students.

Way Forward
Promote constructive criticism of
institutions.
Strengthen judicial accountability
mechanisms.
Ensure due process in punitive
actions.
Increase transparency (data,
performance, disclosures).
Encourage balanced academic
content, not censorship.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The 14th Ministerial Conference (MC14) of the
World Trade Organization is scheduled in
Yaoundé, Cameroon (March 26–29, 2026).
Occurs amid rising geopoliticisation of trade—
tariffs, sanctions, and economic coercion
increasingly used as strategic tools.
WTO faces a systemic crisis:

Dispute settlement paralysis due to stalled
Appellate Body appointments.
Inability to address emerging domains like
digital trade and climate-linked measures.

The Munich Security Report 2026 highlights a
shift toward “wrecking-ball politics”—erosion
of multilateralism in favour of power-based
arrangements.

Key Points
Dispute Settlement Crisis:

Appellate Body non-functional since 2019
→ weak enforcement of rules.

Decision-making challenges:
WTO operates on consensus principle
among 166 members → slow and gridlocked
negotiations.

Rise of Protectionism:
Increase in unilateral tariffs, sanctions, and
trade weaponisation.

Changing Nature of Trade:
Expansion of digital economy, global value
chains, and services trade.

Development Concerns:
Persistent issues:

Agricultural subsidies (developed vs
developing countries).
Market access inequalities.

Fragmentation Risk:
Rise of plurilateral agreements
(e.g., e-commerce, investment
facilitation).

Significance of WTO:
Governs ~98% of global trade.
Ensures predictability,
transparency, and rule-based
trade.

Static Linkages
Principle of Most Favoured Nation
(MFN) and National Treatment.
Concept of Comparative Advantage
(David Ricardo).
Balance of Payments (BoP) and trade
deficits.
Role of multilateral institutions in
global governance.
Public goods vs collective action
problem in international relations.
Subsidies and market distortions in
agriculture.
Evolution from GATT (1947) to WTO
(1995).

Critical Analysis
Positives

Ensures rule-based global trade
system.
Protects developing countries from
coercion.
Provides dispute resolution
mechanism.

Challenges
Paralysis of dispute settlement
system.
Consensus rule → inefficiency.
Developed vs developing country
divide.
Rise of power-based trade relations.
WTO rules outdated (digital trade,
climate).

Way Forward
Restore Appellate Body.
Reform decision-making (flexible
consensus).
Update rules for digital & climate
trade.
Rationalise Special & Differential
Treatment.
Ensure transparency in subsidies.
Strengthen multilateralism with
political will.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Pakistan conducted airstrikes in Afghanistan
(Kabul, Kandahar, Paktia) targeting alleged TTP
bases.
Reports indicate destruction of a civilian
rehabilitation facility in Kabul with high
casualties (~400 deaths).
Afghanistan accused Pakistan of targeting
civilians; Pakistan denied and termed strikes as
counter-terror operations.
India condemned the strikes and called for an
international inquiry.
Escalation linked to:

Rising TTP attacks in Pakistan (Bajaur,
Islamabad).
Ongoing Pakistan–Taliban tensions.
Wider geopolitical distraction due to West
Asia conflict (U.S.–Israel–Iran).

Key Points
Durand Line (1893): विवादित सीमा; Afghanistan
does not recognize it.
TTP (Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan): Militant
group targeting Pakistan; alleged safe havens
in Afghanistan.
Operation Ghazab Lil Haq: Pakistan’s military
operation against Taliban-linked targets.

India’s Position:
Strong condemnation of civilian targeting.
Engagement with Taliban (no formal
recognition).

U.S. Role: Supported Pakistan’s “right to self-
defence”.
Regional Impact:

Threat to energy routes and connectivity.
Risk of multi-front instability in South Asia.

Static Linkages
UN Charter Article 2(4): Prohibits use of force
against sovereignty.
UN Charter Article 51: Right to self-defence.
Concept of cross-border terrorism.
Strategic Autonomy in India’s foreign policy.
Role of SCO in regional security cooperation.
Colonial legacy borders (e.g., Durand Line
disputes).

Critical Analysis
Advantages for India

Pakistan’s two-front pressure may reduce
focus on India.
Strengthens India’s stance on state-sponsored
terrorism.

Concerns
Regional instability may spill over into India.
Civilian casualties raise humanitarian issues.
Taliban’s uncertain role complicates
diplomacy.

Challenges
No formal ties with Taliban.
Limited diplomatic leverage.
Managing relations with major powers.

Way Forward
Use SCO platform for regional de-escalation.
Continue calibrated engagement with
Afghanistan.
Strengthen counter-terror diplomacy globally.
Focus on humanitarian assistance to
Afghanistan.
Maintain strategic balance in West Asia and
South Asia.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

Fire in ICU of SCB Medical College & Hospital,
Cuttack (Odisha) → 12 deaths.
Likely cause: electrical short circuit (possible
ventilator malfunction).
Repeated incidents:

Bhubaneswar (2016) – 22 deaths
Rajasthan (2025) – 6 deaths
Jhansi (2024) – neonatal deaths
Maharashtra (2021) – multiple cases

Despite ₹320 crore allocation (Odisha) and
mandatory audits, accidents continue.

Key Points
ICUs are high-risk zones:

Oxygen-rich environment → rapid fire
spread
High electrical load (ventilators, monitors)

Primary causes
Electrical faults, overload, poor wiring
Harmonic currents → overheating

Operational failures
Delay in firefighting response
Staff untrained in equipment use and
evacuation
Improper extinguishing methods (water vs
CO₂)

Audit findings (Jhansi)
Exposed wiring, poor earthing, load
mismatch

Static Linkages
Article 21 → Right to life includes right to health
and safety
National Building Code (NBC) → fire safety
norms for hospitals
Disaster Management Act, 2005 →
preparedness and mitigation
NDMA Hospital Safety Guidelines → structural
& non-structural safety
CEA regulations → electrical safety standards

Critical Analysis
Issues

Implementation gap despite regulations
Outdated infrastructure with modern
equipment
Lack of training and preparedness
Weak enforcement and inspection system

Ethical concern
Preventable deaths → administrative
negligence
Lack of accountability

Way Forward
Strict enforcement of fire safety audits
Periodic electrical load assessment & upgrades
Mandatory staff training & mock drills
Install automatic fire suppression systems
(CO₂-based)
Fix criminal accountability for negligence
Integrate fire safety with hospital accreditation
(NABH norms)
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Recent escalation involving US–Israel military
action against Iran has raised concerns about
violations of international law.
Debate in India over the government’s non-
condemnation (strategic silence) of the
conflict.
Critics argue India should uphold its traditional
values of sovereignty and non-aggression.
The government has instead adopted a
pragmatic, interest-based diplomatic stance.
The issue reflects India’s evolving foreign
policy approach in a multipolar world.

Key Points
The war is widely viewed as violating
international law, with weak justification under
pre-emptive self-defence.
India’s foreign policy is guided by multi-
alignment, not rigid ideological positioning.
India has historically maintained strategic
silence in similar cases:

Soviet interventions in Hungary (1956),
Czechoslovakia (1968), Afghanistan (1979).

Critical stakes for India in West Asia:
~$200 billion trade with the Gulf region.
Major dependence on oil and gas imports.
~9 million Indian diaspora in Gulf countries.

Strong strategic ties with the United States:
Defence cooperation, technology
partnerships, Indo-Pacific strategy.

Silence seen as a tool to:
Avoid diplomatic confrontation.
Preserve economic and strategic interests.
Enable quiet diplomacy.

Static Linkages
Principles of sovereignty, territorial integrity,
and non-intervention.
Non-alignment policy and its evolution into
multi-alignment.
Panchsheel principles in international relations.
Concept of national interest vs moral idealism.
Role of diaspora and remittances in economic
stability.
Energy security as a core component of foreign
policy.
UN Charter provisions on use of force (Article
2(4), Article 51).

Critical Analysis
Arguments Supporting India’s Silence

Ensures protection of national interest (energy,
trade, diaspora).
Reflects realist approach in international
relations.
Avoids antagonizing key partners like the US and
Gulf nations.
Maintains strategic autonomy.
Allows scope for backchannel diplomacy.

Arguments Against India’s Silence
Undermines India’s image as a moral leader
(Vishwaguru).
Weakens commitment to international law and
UN principles.
May reduce India’s credibility in multilateral
forums.
Perceived inconsistency in foreign policy
positions.
Risks alienating sections of domestic and global
opinion.

Stakeholder Perspectives
Government: Prioritizes security, economy, and
geopolitical balance.
Strategic community: Supports pragmatic
realism.
Civil society & liberals: Advocate moral clarity
and rule-based order.
Diaspora & businesses: Prefer stability and non-
confrontation.

Way Forward
Maintain balanced diplomacy: combine principle
with pragmatism.
Use multilateral forums (UN, G20) to subtly
advocate peace.
Strengthen energy diversification to reduce
vulnerability.
Enhance strategic autonomy through defence
and economic resilience.
Promote rules-based international order without
direct confrontation.
Expand quiet diplomacy channels for conflict
mediation roles.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Growing global concern over misinformation,
disinformation, and erosion of trust in
institutions, especially in the digital age.
Rise of “post-truth politics”, where public
discourse is shaped more by emotions than
facts.
Increasing role of social media platforms, AI-
generated content, and algorithm-driven
amplification of narratives.
Concerns flagged by institutions like NITI
Aayog, Economic Survey, and international
bodies (UNESCO, WEF) on information
disorder.
Relevance for India in context of elections,
governance, public policy debates, and social
harmony.

Key Points
Truth frameworks:

Correspondence → alignment with
facts/reality
Coherence → internal consistency of beliefs
Pragmatism → what works in practice

Post-truth features:
Emotional appeal outweighs evidence
Rise of “alternative facts” and narrative
relativism

Reasons for spread of falsehoods:
Psychological bias → confirmation bias,
cognitive ease

Structural issues → rapid spread vs slow
verification
Motivational factors → profit, propaganda,
political gain

Concept of “Bullshit” (Harry Frankfurt):
Indifference to truth itself, unlike lying

Impact:
Erosion of public trust
Weakening of democratic discourse
Polarisation and social fragmentation

Solutions suggested:
Triangulation of sources
Checking provenance
Ethical debate and humility
Institutional credibility strengthening

Static Linkages
Fundamental Duties → promote harmony, scientific
temper (Article 51A)
Freedom of Speech with reasonable restrictions
(Article 19(2))
Role of media as the “Fourth Estate”
Ethics → objectivity, integrity, accountability
Cognitive biases (NCERT Psychology basics)
Role of civil services in maintaining neutrality and
truthfulness

Critical Analysis
Positives of Truth-Seeking Framework

Strengthens democratic accountability
Promotes evidence-based policymaking
Builds institutional trust
Encourages scientific temper

Concerns / Challenges
Rapid spread of misinformation vs slow fact-
checking
Algorithmic bias and echo chambers
State vs free speech dilemma (regulation vs
censorship)
Declining credibility of traditional institutions
Weaponisation of information (fake news,
deepfakes)

Stakeholder Perspectives
Government → need to regulate without overreach
Media → responsibility vs TRP pressure
Citizens → digital literacy gap
Tech platforms → accountability vs profit model

Way Forward
Strengthen fact-checking institutions (PIB Fact
Check, independent bodies)
Promote media literacy and critical thinking in
education
Ensure algorithm transparency and platform
accountability
Encourage ethical journalism standards
Develop legal safeguards against misinformation
without curbing dissent
Foster scientific temper and constitutional values
Civil servants to uphold objectivity, neutrality, and
evidence-based decisions
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The ongoing war involving the U.S. and Israel
against Iran has escalated with strikes on
South Pars gas field (world’s largest gas
reserve).
Targeted killings of key Iranian leaders,
including senior security officials, indicate a
“decapitation strategy.”
The conflict risks disruption of the Strait of
Hormuz, a critical global energy chokepoint.
The U.S. is facing limited international support,
with NATO allies reluctant to engage.
India is maintaining strategic neutrality and
diplomatic engagement, ensuring safe passage
of its energy shipments.

Key Points
South Pars Gas Field: Shared by Iran and Qatar;
accounts for a significant share of global gas
reserves.
Strait of Hormuz:

Handles ~20% of global oil trade (IEA
estimates).
Critical for India’s imports of crude oil,
LNG, LPG.

Decapitation Strategy:
Aimed at destabilizing leadership to trigger
regime change.
Historically linked with unintended
instability (e.g., Iraq, Libya).

US Isolation:
European nations, Japan, Australia, Canada
have refused military involvement.

India’s Stakes:
~1 crore Indians reside in the Gulf region
(MEA data).
Remittances from Gulf form a major share
of India’s inflows.
India imports ~60% of its crude oil from the
Middle East (Economic Survey).

Static Linkages
Strait of Hormuz as a strategic chokepoint in
global trade routes.
India’s energy import dependence and
vulnerability to supply shocks.
Role of diaspora in foreign policy and
remittance economy.
Principles of strategic autonomy and non-
alignment in foreign policy.
Impact of geopolitical conflicts on global oil
prices and inflation.

Critical Analysis
Pros

India’s balanced diplomacy preserves ties with
all stakeholders.
Enhances credibility as a neutral power.

Cons
Oil supply disruption risk.
Threat to diaspora safety.
Inflationary pressure on economy.

Challenges
Maintaining neutrality amid pressure.
Securing energy supply chains.

Way Forward
Diversify energy sources (renewables,
alternate suppliers).
Expand Strategic Petroleum Reserves.
Strengthen diplomatic engagement in West
Asia.
Ensure diaspora safety mechanisms.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights)
Amendment Bill, 2026 proposes changes to
the existing 2019 Act.
It narrows the definition of transgender
persons to specific socio-cultural identities
(e.g., hijra, kinnar, etc.).
It introduces medical board certification for
recognition of transgender identity.
Concerns have arisen that the Bill may dilute
the progressive principles laid down in NALSA
v. Union of India (2014) and subsequent legal
developments.
The move comes amid global debates on
gender identity and rollback of protections in
some countries.

Key Points
Restriction in Definition: Limits recognition to
certain traditional communities and intersex
persons.
Exclusion Issue: Trans men, trans women
outside listed groups, non-binary and
genderqueer persons may be excluded.
Medicalisation of Identity: Mandatory
verification by district medical boards
contradicts self-identification principle.
Privacy Concerns: Requirement for hospitals
to share gender-affirming surgery data with
authorities may violate privacy rights.

Administrative Impact: Existing identity
documents of transgender persons may
become invalid.
Contradiction with Judicial Precedents:

NALSA (2014): Recognised self-
identification of gender.
Puttaswamy (2017/18): Recognised right to
privacy as fundamental right.

Static Linkages
Fundamental Rights include Right to Equality
(Articles 14–18) and Right to Life & Personal
Liberty (Article 21).
The concept of constitutional morality ensures
protection of minority rights.
Directive Principles promote social justice and
welfare of marginalized groups.
The Supreme Court has expanded Article 21 to
include dignity, autonomy, and identity.
India follows a rights-based approach to
vulnerable groups under welfare legislation.

Critical Analysis
Issues

Violates self-identification principle
Promotes medicalisation of identity
Exclusion of large transgender population
Privacy concerns (data sharing)
Administrative challenges (document validity)

Positives
Attempts targeted welfare delivery
Recognises traditional transgender
communities

Way Forward
Restore self-identification principle
Adopt inclusive definition of gender identity
Ensure privacy safeguards
Focus on implementation of welfare schemes
Sensitisation of institutions
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