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Afghanistan says 400 killed in
Pak. airstrike on Kabul hospital

Badies recovered from the drug rehabilitation centre as conflict between neighbours escalates; klamabad rejects charge of
targeting the hospital located beside former NATO bases it also dismisses daims of hundreds of casualties as propaganda’

Associated Press.
KABLL

escuers recovened

drug rehabilitation hospi-
tal i Kabel on Tuesday af:
ter officials said an aver-
nigh alsairike killed more
than 400 peaple, in a dra-
matic escalation of the con

flict between Pakistan and | y

Afghariistan that is mow in
its: third week.

Pakistan rejected AR
ghanistan's accusation that
it Eargeted the hagpital, in
sisting fts strikes, which
were abio conducied in
eastern Afghanissan  on
Monday, were aimed ar
milizary Excilicies. It dismis
sed tan’s claims of
hundreds of casualiies as

. Cromds gath-
enedd it search for their
lowed omes ameong the in-
Jured and the dead. It was
neq possible to indepen-
dengly condirm the il

The conflict between Al
ghanistan and Pakdstan has
seen repeased crowsbors
der claghes as well as air-
strikes inside Afghanistan.
Imternational calls for cea-
sefire  hae  gooe

*afe haven to militants®
Paklstan accuses Afghanks
ian of providieg safe haver
for militanes who carry out
artacks insdde Pakistan, es
pectally for the Pakistani
Talibar. The group is sepa-
rage un chosely allied with
Ise Afghan Talihan who
1ok aver Afghardstan in
2021 in the wake of the
whactic withdramal of LS.
led troops. Kabul denkes
the charge.

Ina bt night post on %,
Afgharistan’s deputy go-
vernment n
Hansdullsh Fizrat said the
airstrike hit the Omid Ad-
diction Trestment Hospi

1al, a 2,000-bed facility in
Kabil, at shown 9 pm. local
time and that karge sec
tions of the Bcility had
been destroyed.

interior Minktry spo-

rson Abdul Mateen
Qani sxid on Toesday that
A0 peoplh hid been killed
and 265 injused.

Night-time local vekevi-
slon foaiage showed secur.
ity forces using flash lghis
as they carried casuahties
from the site while fine-
fighters struggled to extin
gaish the flames.

The Omid hospital was
wenamed and expanided in
sie roughly a year age
Hren the T Sina Dvag Ad-
diction Tresment Fospital
as part of governmsent
plans to stamp out drug ad-
dicticn in the couniry,

‘Thoe site, near Kabul's in-
ternational airport, i lo-
cated beside a former NA-
TO miktary base, Camp
Phoenis, where LS. foroes

wsed o train the Afghan
Natlonal Army. After the
Taliban setzed power, the
base was taken over by Al
ghanistan’s new authari
tes. it was not immediate-
Iy chear what was new
housed on the site of e
forrmer bade.

A veporner for the Asso-
clatied Press in an anea pear
the site at the tme of the
iriie sald he beard a mili-
tary jet fly owerhead, fol
Sawed Ty 2 very powerful

losion.

Pakistan's Information
Ministry said in an X pest
Akt the Pakistani miliary
had “precisely targeted”
Camp Phoenix, which it
aaid was now 3 “military
terrorist smmunition and

uipment storage site”
However, it sid that the
hospital was “multiple ki-
lometres® away from the
former camap and accused
Afghan officials of lying.
Google Maps shows anodh-

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context

Baczed s Ehe ground: Residomts and valunieers 32 the site on Tesadary sher Paistani alrstrikes bt a drug sehablitation centre ba Kabsd, o

er bocation, east of Kabul
city, akso labelled as Camp
Phoeni.

“Another
question alsa lingers, 3 o
why would an alleged drgg
rehabilitation facility be
colocaned with bethal am-
mimition dorage e in 3
milisary camp? This also
remains unanswered,” the
Information Ainisary
wrote,

“Perpetrating horrors®
Afghan government spo-
kesperson Zabibullah Mu-
jahid  condemmed  the
of

important

Act ‘barbaric,
direct threat
to regional
peace: India

Kallel |
NEW DELIT

India “unequivacally™
oonds Pakistan's
bombing af a hospital in
Kabud, terming i
“umtonsciorable®

and
“barbaric", “This heinows

strike, secusi -
Srasgeting hospitak and o-
villan ghes 0 perperae
horrors”, He said dhose
ke weere “inrsocent civl
Bares and addicts.”

=We strangly condemn
this crime and consider
sch an act 10 be againsi all
acoepted principhes and a
crime againss bunsanity
e maid in 3 post on X

* Alleged airstrike in Kabul on a drug
rehabilitation hospital (Omid Addiction
Treatment Hospital).

* Afghanistan claims 400+ civilian deaths;
Pakistan denies, stating target was a militant
facility (Camp Phoenix).

e Part of ongoing cross-border tensions over
presence of Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) in
Afghanistan.

e Highlights escalation in regional instability and
humanitarian concerns.

Key Facts

Pakisan is alio a blaant
asslt on Afghanistan's
snerignty and 3 direct
threat to regional peace
and stabiity.” External
Affairs Miniszry
spokesperson Randhir
Jabiwal said o Tuesday:

FlLL RIPORT ON
*PAGEA

e TTP (Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan): Militant group
targeting Pakistan; ideologically aligned with
Afghan Taliban.

e Camp Phoenix: Former NATO base near Kabul.

* Geneva Conventions (1949):

o Protect civilians, hospitals, and medical
personnel in armed conflict.

* Principles of IHL:

o Distinction (civilian vs combatant)
o Proportionality
o Military necessity

* Afghanistan—Pakistan issue: Dispute over
terror safe havens and Durand Line border
tensions.

Static Linkages

Geneva Conventions mandate protection of
civilians and medical facilities during armed
conflict.

Principle of Distinction and Proportionality in
warfare.

UN Charter: Emphasizes sovereignty and non-
intervention.

India’s position: Supports peaceful resolution
of disputes and non-interference.

Concepts of state responsibility and war
crimes under international law.

Role of non-state actors in asymmetric
warfare.

Critical Points

Violation of IHL?
o Targeting hospitals prohibited unless used
for military purposes.
Trust deficit
o Pakistan vs Afghanistan over TTP safe
havens.
Regional instability
o Impacts South Asia security, terrorism
networks.
Information asymmetry
o Conflicting claims - difficulty in
verification.
Ethical dilemma
o Counter-terror operations vs civilian
protection.

Way Forward

Independent UN-led investigation.
Strengthening IHL compliance mechanisms.
Diplomatic engagement & CBMs between both
nations.

Address root causes: terrorism, governance
gaps.

Promote regional cooperation frameworks
(e.g., SCO).



West Asia conflict takes a toll on medical tourism industry in India
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context

Ongoing West Asia conflict has disrupted
international travel (airspace closure, flight
cancellations).

India’s medical tourism sector, which depends
significantly on West Asian patients (~30%), is
witnessing a decline.

Hospitals report:

o ~30% drop in international patients (Fortis).

o Up to 75% decline in West Asian footfall
(short-term trend).
Estimated 15-20% revenue loss in medical
tourism in the short term.

Key Facts

India is among the top global medical tourism
destinations.

Major source regions: West Asia, Africa, SAARC
countries.

Key treatments sought:

o Organ transplants

o Cancer care

o Cardiac surgeries
Government initiative: Heal in India.

Medical tourism is part of trade in services
(Mode 2 - Consumption Abroad) under WTO.
India allows 100% FDI in hospitals (automatic
route).

Important Observations

Air connectivity disruption is the primary
cause (not healthcare capacity).

North India more affected; South India
relatively stable due to better connectivity.
Ramzan seasonality also contributes to
reduced patient inflow.

Emerging trend: India seen as a stable
alternative to West Asian medical hubs.
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Static Linkages

India’s advantage: low-cost treatment (*20% of
developed countries) + skilled doctors.
Linked to service sector exports in Balance of
Payments.
Supports health diplomacy and soft power.
Related schemes:
o Ayushman Bharat (infrastructure
strengthening)
o National Health Policy 2017 (universal
healthcare vision)

Critical Analysis
Positives

India emerging as reliable healthcare hub
globally

Opportunity to expand into new markets
(Africa, Central Asia)

Enhances soft power and global outreach

Challenges

Over-dependence on West Asia
Geopolitical vulnerability of service exports
Lack of integrated ecosystem (visa ease,
insurance, global accreditation)
Competition from Thailand, Turkey, UAE

Way Forward

Diversify patient markets beyond West Asia
Strengthen Heal in India branding globally
Improve medical visa + digital facilitation
Enhance air connectivity & bilateral
agreements

Promote international accreditation
(NABH/JCI)

Integrate telemedicine for pre/post treatment
care



India’s West Asia reset, more sinned against than sinning
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context

it ebevant 0 ecall Britah Prime Mingaer Lovd
Falmersion’s maxie, “We have no eoermal albes,
anad we have B perpecml enefmies. Our Enerests
are eternal and perpemal

* Ongoing conflict in West Asia (post-October
2023 escalation; Iran-Israel tensions) has
impacted regional stability, oil routes, and
global geopolitics.

* |ndia has adopted a more assertive, interest-
driven diplomatic approach toward the region.

* Increased engagement with Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCQ), Israel, and Iran amid shifting
security dynamics.

Key Points

¢ [ndia-GCC Significance
o Trade: ~$160 billion
o Diaspora: ~10 million Indians
o Major source of oil and remittances
e Policy Shift
o From normative balancing to pragmatic
realism
o Reduced rhetorical emphasis on Palestine

issue

o Stronger bilateral and strategic

engagement

* Geopolitical Changes
o Weakening of U.S.-led security system in

Gulf

o |ran’s attacks and Strait of Hormuz
disruptions

o GCC exploring alternative security partners

* India’s Actions
o High-level visits and direct leader-level

engagement

o CEPA with UAE; negotiations with GCC,

Israel

o Strategic signalling of support for stability

e Opportunities
o GCC diversification - India as security
partner
o “GCC+1 strategy” - India as investment
destination
o Supply chain shifts » economic gains
e Concerns
o Risk of over-alignment with Israel/West
o Strain on Iran relations (energy +
connectivity)
o Neglect of Palestine issue
o Security risks for diaspora and trade routes

Static Linkages

e Strategic autonomy as core of India’s foreign
policy
Evolution: Non-alignment to Multi-alignment
Importance of West Asia for energy security
(~60% oil imports)
Strait of Hormuz: critical global oil chokepoint
Role of diaspora diplomacy and remittances
Trade agreements like CEPA boosting exports

Critical Analysis
Positives
e Aligns with realist foreign policy
* Enhances economic and strategic partnerships
e Improves India’s global standing and
credibility
e Opens space for greater role in regional
security
Negatives
* Risk of strategic overreach
e Possible alienation of Iran
e Weakening of traditional pro-Palestine stance
e Exposure to regional instability

Way Forward

* Maintain balanced engagement with Israel,
GCC, and Iran

e Reaffirm support for Palestinian cause
diplomatically

¢ Avoid military entanglements; focus on
economic-security cooperation

e Position India as global manufacturing and
investment hub

* Enhance energy diversification and strategic
reserves

e Strengthen diaspora protection mechanisms



A bit of a blur over India’s new carbon credit plan

significant policy announcement in the

Uniion Budget 2006, involving a massive

220,000 crone autlay for a carbon credit
programme, has sparked a wive of confusion and
conflicting repors, plidng a clear-cut
governmyenial road map for heavy indusry
agains a bungeoning narrative of 3 new income
stream for India’s Farmers, At the hieart of the

Unillization, undSiUmﬁl‘[OCtlSchchmhmsiu
smkestack industries? Or bs it a ploneering
scheme to help Brmers cam carbon credits
through sustainsble agriculiure? Evidence from
official documents suggests the fird, but 2
persistent parallel narrative, echosd in several
miedia reports, insists on the second.
The first is the CCUS for "Hard 4o Abate™
In The unambiguous anchor for the
Budget annoy

Is the "R&D Roadmap for

COUS™, released by the Department of Science
and'l‘echmlagyﬂ.ﬂn in December 2005, This
technical document, which farms the basis of the
busdgetary provision, leaves linibe room for
arnblwln'rtwduulamamimwm The
road map explicitly
power, steel, cement, mmmmm
These are libelled a5 "hardio-abate” industries
where process emissions are concentrated,
measurable, and technically challenging to
climinae through renewable energy abone, The

20,000 crare over five years is

diondde from factory Bue gases and either using it
industrially or storing it undenground.

Mot on the list

Crucially, agriculture & conspleususly absent
Froem ehis Est of QCUS sectors. The road map
acknowledges agriculture s a source of
greenhonise gases (primarily methane and nitrous
cncidle) bt ondy inan inventory comext. It

£

Arkalgud N,

wexplicitly excludes agriculture fram COUS

st agr are
iffuse, biokagically medisted. and ot suited to
ithe point-source capture technology that defines
(OCUS. The road map draws a chear line between
CCUS (preventing new industrial emissions) and
Carbon Dioxide Removal or COR (drawing down

discusdon of agricultural carbon credits has led
some 1o expect a funded scheme for farmers.
This expectation is plasible, a5 the Agriculture
Ministry has been explaring soil health and
climare-resilient farming for years. A stmuctured

«carbon farming programme is a logical next siep,

bug lmwldmdsepanl.epnhc;r funding, and

Ly

s Fellow of the
Hational Academy
of Agricultural
Scleroes. [NARS), the
Indian Society of Soil
Science 15550,
Farreb Emiritus.
Seientil,

Indlian institute of
ortiidtersl
Research (1HR],
E-m'llulu and

Emr)“qm.i.nr.ﬂ
University,
Imphal, Masipur

The strategy
requires distinet
focus on both
‘smokestack’ and
soil' indtiatives

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

e Union Budget 2026 announced ¥20,000 crore

allocation for a carbon credit programme.

e Confusion arose regarding whether it targets:
o Industrial decarbonisation (CCUS), or

o Farmer-based carbon credit schemes.

e Official basis: DST’s CCUS R&D Roadmap (Dec

sheric 004, whiere agr
1||mup;|wﬂ.|.um¢mmnn “Biochar, and
, plays a starring role.

The second is the persistent counter narmatie
of farmers as cimate solutionists. Despive this
«chear industrial focus, articdles and social media
liscourse have propagated a different story. This
narrathve posits that the budgetary outlay will
dlirectly enable farmers to participate in carban
miarkets by adopting regenerative practices,
urming "farms into climate solutions”.

The root of the confusion

This interpretation appears w confise two
dlisimet o The Budget's CCUS fund (for
industrial carbon capture) and the broader,
evolving voluniary carben market in India, where
agriculture and forestry projects are already
Ireginning o generate credits for global and
domesthe buyers. Proponents of the = farmer~
narrative paint to the growing global and
domestic demand for natare-based carbon
credits, Several private sector initiatives and
Seate-level programmes ane already piloting
micxlels where farmers are compensated for
practices that enhance soil organic carbon. The
confusion likely stems from the Budget's wse of
the term “carbon credit programme® in a broader
sense, whike it detailed architecture, as per the
DST roacd map, is exclusively industrial,

Analysis say the confusbon highlights a
communication gap and a policy opporunity.
The DET rosl magr is is a technically sound,
sectorspeci e domument, wtmmﬂgel'smeo{
ithe mare Familiar term “carbon credit’ has
busred Kines. Memion of a “programme” amid

2025) - clearly industrial focus.

Key Points

* Primary Objective (as per DST Roadmap):
o ¥20,000 crore allocated for CCUS

deployment in “hard-to-abate” sectors:
= Power

= Steel

= Cement

= Refineries

= Chemicals
e Nature of CCUS:

o Captures CO; from point sources (industrial

emissions).

o Involves utilisation (e.g., chemicals, fuels)

or geological storage.

e Agriculture Exclusion:
o Agricultural emissions (methane, nitrous
oxide) are:

= Diffuse and non-point source

= Not suitable for CCUS technologies.

e Carbon Dioxide Removal (CDR) vs CCUS:
o CCUS - Prevents industrial emissions.
o CDR -» Removes atmospheric CO;
(agriculture plays role here via:
= Soil carbon sequestration
= Agroforestry
= Biochar).

distinet from the costly,
vech-heavy COUS initiative.

The government faoes the task of clarifying this

distinction to manage expectations. The $20,000

erome DCUS programimse i a critical plllar for
decarbonising industry, a sector vital for growih
bt alse responsible for a quarer of India's
emissions, hs success ks non-negotiable for
meeting net-zero goals.

Simutaneotsly, the powerful narmative around

¥
farmers and carbon credits highlights a massive
parallel oppomurity. India's vast agriculneral
lands hold immense potential for carbon

sequestration. A separate, well-desgmesd policy 1o

creabe 4 iristed domestic carbon market for
agriculture could unlock enommous economic

and environmental benefits, truly creating a “new

Income stream” for farmers,

A multi-sectoral approach is necded

The current debate underscores a pivotal
moment in India’s climate sirmegy. Budges 20356
has firmly placed its £20,000 crore bet on
Industrial decarbonksation throwgh COUS, The

“farmer carbon credit”™ ssory. whille not funded by

this specific ounkay, reflects a powerful and

growing reality in the voluntary carbon space and

acompedling demand for a parallel policy
imitiztive, The path shesd requires the
overnment to clearly demarcate thise two
crucial fronts in the climane fight - smokestack
and soil - while advancing both with equal
ambition. The confusion may be barm of
cofflathon today, bist it points o the
compeehensive, multi-sectoral approach India
willl nesed o forge a sustainable future.

Source of Confusion:

o Use of the generic term “carbon
credit programme” in Budget
speech.

o Parallel rise of voluntary carbon
markets in India involving farmers.

Existing Developments:

o Indiais developing a domestic
carbon market (Energy
Conservation Amendment Act,
2022).

o Pilot projects already exist for
nature-based carbon credits.

Static Linkages

India’s Net Zero Target: 2070 (COP26
commitments).

Panchamrit Goals (reduce emissions
intensity, increase non-fossil energy
capacity).

Energy Conservation Act, 2001
(amended 2022) - provides
framework for carbon markets.
Perform, Achieve and Trade (PAT)
Scheme — market-based mechanism
for energy efficiency.

Paris Agreement — Article 6 (carbon
markets).

Types of greenhouse gases: COz, CHa,
N:O.

Difference between mitigation vs
sequestration strategies.

Critical Analysis
Pros

Targets major emission-intensive
sectors.

Supports net-zero commitments.
Promotes clean technology.

Cons

High cost and technological
challenges.

No direct benefit to farmers.

Policy communication gap.

Weak carbon market infrastructure.

Way Forward

Clarify distinction: CCUS vs Carbon
Farming.

Develop separate agriculture carbon
credit policy.

Strengthen MRV (Measurement,
Reporting, Verification).

Promote public-private participation.



Nothing at all
The Centre must negotiate in good fith
with Ladakhi leadership
ctivist Somam Wangehuk's release on
March 14 ended a months-long legal and
political standoff between his allies and
Ladakh's leadership on one hand and the Centre
on the other. Detalning him under the Natlonal
Security Act 1980, the Centre alleged that be was
the “chief provocateur™ of the September D025
violent chishes in Leh that Jeft four dead, and
dubbed his presence in the region a catalyst for
an “Arabr Spring-like” mobilisation to foroe its
hand on Ladakh's constiutional status. The
Cenire also argued that given Ladakh's bo'n!ers
with Chirea and Pakistan, camtinued “instigtion
b}ahlgh-pmfle&gmemchnswammkm
later,
[rn Mlnl.ﬂryofliome mfa]rs modified its order
intending to create an environment of *
stability, and murual trus1™ and resume orm:u

icial commission was stll investigating the
tember violence, Wangchuk’s legal team and his
wife Gitanjali Angmeo had successfully under-
mined the government's case, Foremast, the al-
leged evidence of incitement was a rranskition of
a short speech padded with pages of “asper-
shone” — 3 legally dubiows pattern seen in the Bl
gar Parishad, Delhllqnmscmn and GN. Saihaba
cases,
cial media posts (untlnmnnfgll‘u. umresst that day.
The Supreme Court had also expressed se
rious concerns over Wangchuk's health in Jodh-
pur jail. His release came just three diys before
the Coust’s final hearing on the matter, letting the
Mimtstry to avoid a potentially embarrassing rul-
ing that could have deemed the detention arbi-
trary. But while Wangehuk's release has defused
the immediate tension, the political sination re
maing fundamentally unresalved. Two days on,
Leh saw massive rallies for the first time since
September 2025, while Kargil observed a shut-
down, with bocal l saying that th
far constitutional sfeguards would continue.
Talks between Ladakh bodies and the Ministry
have however been inconclusive, with LAE and
the KDA reiterating their demancs for statehood
and Sivth Schedule stans - slready recommend-
d by the National Commission for Scheduled
Tribes amd promised in the BJIFs 2000 election
manifesto. Crucially, other activists, rldwl!nﬁ
Deldan Namgyal and Smanla Dogey, remsain
detention, In effect, what Wangchuk's dnmlon
was meant to serve i unclear, beyond allowing
thee Centre to bramdish itz heavy hand, worsening
his health, and stalling negotiations. Unless the

Centre can negotiste in good fith with the La-
dakhi leadership and provide concrete timelines,
the peophe of Ladakh will not get their due.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context

Activist Sonam Wangchuk released (March
2026) after detention under National Security
Act (NSA), 1980.

Detained for alleged role in September 2025
Leh violence.
Centre cited national security concerns
(Ladakh borders China & Pakistan).

Release occurred just before Supreme Court
hearing.
Talks resumed between MHA, Leh Apex Body
(LAB), and Kargil Democratic Alliance (KDA).
Continued protests demanding:

o Statehood

o Sixth Schedule status

Key Points

Preventive Detention: NSA allows detention up
to 12 months without trial.

Evidence Concerns: Allegations based on
weak/translated material.
Judicial Role: Supreme Court scrutiny
influenced executive decision.
Unresolved Demands:

o Sixth Schedule recommended by NCST.

o Political promise (2020 manifesto).
Strategic Importance:

o Ladakh’s proximity to LAC (China) and LoC

(Pakistan).

Ongoing Issue: Other activists still detained;
protests continue.

Static Linkages

Article 22: Allows preventive detention with
safeguards.

NSA, 1980: Law for national security and
public order.

Sixth Schedule: Autonomous councils with
legislative & judicial powers.

Jammu & Kashmir Reorganisation Act, 2019 -
Ladakh as UT.

NCST (Article 338A): Constitutional body for
tribal welfare.

Critical Analysis
Issues

Possible misuse of NSA - affects fundamental
rights.

Delay in addressing constitutional safeguards.
Trust deficit between Centre and Ladakh
leadership.

Continued detention of activists - selective
enforcement concerns.

Significance

Highlights balance between national security
and civil liberties.

Raises debate on federalism in Union
Territories.

Importance of inclusive governance in border
regions.

Way Forward

Time-bound dialogue with LAB & KDA.
Consider Sixth Schedule / alternative
safeguards.

Ensure judicial oversight on preventive
detention.

Transparent probe into violence.
Strengthen participatory governance in
Ladakh.



Prison outbreak

Indias overcrowded jails pose a serious
health risk to inmates
he public health crisis in India’s prisons is
distinguished by its peorer infrastrueture
and a general disregard for treating ail-
menis until they become inconvenient. A prison-
er does not lose the right to health, a point courts
have repeatedly stressed; yet, between August
20, 2025, and March 9, 2026, around 92 inmates
at the Jalpaiguri Central Correctional Home were
infected with herpes simplex virus (HSV) and se-
ven of them died. HSV is common in the general
population but experts have said that in immuno-
compromised or overcrowded populations with
poor care, it can lead o encephalitis, which is of-
ten fatal. The Home's 171% occupancy rate ren-
dered good hygiene and isolation a luxury. Ac-
cording to the 2023 Prison Statistics of India,
district prisons in West Bengal have reported oc-
cupancy rates exceeding 160% and certain facili-
ties, such as the Kandi Sub-Jail, have historically
reached staggering levels of over 400%, While
the State has many foreign national inmates,
overcrowding is a persistent fact of India's correc-
tional facilities, In 2023, 30% of inmates in 10 pri-
sons in Kerala were found to have skin diseases
caused by humidity and a lack of personal space,
A 2023 study in The Lancet Public Health found
prisoners in India five times more likely to deve-
lop miberculosis {TB) than the general pepula-
tion. In 2025, the Home Ministry ordered prison
sereening camps as unventilated environments
allow TB to spread rapidly. The Nagpur and In-
dore central jails had major COVID-19 outbreaks.
According to the India Justice Report 2025,
HIV prevalence among inmates ks also significant-
Iy higher than the national average due to shared
equipment and inadequate screening at entry.
Mandatory, comprehensive medical screening
could catch many of these infections before they
become injurious, which also requires facilities to
have the requisite personnel. But the report also
flagged a 43% vacancy rate for medical officers,
resulting in the number of inmates per doctor be-
ing 2.6 times higher than recommended by the
Model Prison Mamual. There are also only 25 psy-
chologists for India's 5.7 lakh inmates. Filling this
gap requires integrating prisons into the National
Health Mission, ensuring a sufficient number of
health workers trained to manage outbreaks, and
enforcing the Manuals standards uniformly
across States. As West Bengal's actions in 2020 il
lustrate - temporarily releasing thousands of un-
dertrials to relieve overcrowding in the South 24
Parganas District Correctional Home and the Ba-
ruipur Central Jail - the solutions are not con-
fined to health. The judiciary must fast-track cas-
es involving underirials, who constitute the
majority of inmates, expand the use of bail and
non-custodial alternatives for minor offences and
expedite the repatriation of foreign nationals.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context
e Jalpaiguri Central Correctional Home (West
Bengal): 92 inmates infected with HSV, 7
deaths (2025-26).
e Overcrowding: ~171% occupancy.
e Evidence of widespread prison health crisis:
o High TB incidence (= 5x general population
- Lancet Public Health, 2023).
o HIV prevalence higher than national
average (India Justice Report 2025).
o Skin diseases in Kerala prisons (~30%
inmates).
e Severe shortage of healthcare staff in prisons.

Key Facts
e Prison occupancy in India: often 130%+ (Prison
Statistics India 2023).
e Undertrials: ~75% of total inmates.
* Medical staff shortage:
o 43% vacancy in medical officers.
o Only 25 psychologists for ~5.7 lakh
prisoners.
e |Inmate-doctor ratio: 2.6x higher than
prescribed norms.

* Diseases prevalent:
o TB, HIV, skin infections, HSV
o COVID-19 outbreaks in past (Nagpur,
Indore prisons)

Static Points

* Article 21 » Right to life includes right to
health.

* Prisoners retain fundamental rights except
those restricted by law.

e Model Prison Manual 2016 - standards for
health, hygiene, staffing.

e Overcrowding linked to slow judicial process
and high undertrial population.

e Communicable diseases spread faster in high-
density, poorly ventilated environments.

Critical Issues

e Overcrowding - poor sanitation, rapid disease
spread

* Healthcare neglect -» delayed diagnosis and
treatment

e Staff shortages » weak medical response

e Human rights concern - violation of dignity

e Public health risk -» disease spillover outside
prisons

Way Forward
* Decongestion:
o Fast-track undertrial cases
o Increase bail & non-custodial sentences
e Healthcare reforms:
o Integrate prisons with public health system
o Mandatory entry-level screening (TB, HIV
etc.)
e Infrastructure:
o Improve ventilation, hygiene, isolation
facilities
* Human resources:
o Fill vacancies; telemedicine support
e Legal measures:
o Periodic judicial review of detention
o Repatriation of foreign inmates
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context
e Nowruz (Persian New Year) and Chaharshanbe
Suri have gained political significance amid
ongoing anti-regime protests in Iran.
* Reza Pahlavi appealed to citizens to use the
festival as a form of civil resistance.
* Reflects a deeper tension between Persian
cultural identity and Islamic ideological state
since the 1979 Iranian Revolution.

Key Points
e Nowruz
o Celebrated on vernal equinox (~21 March).
o Originates from ancient Persian
(Zoroastrian) traditions.
[¢]

Recognised by UNESCO Intangible Cultural
Heritage.
e Chaharshanbe Suri
o Fire festival before Nowruz; symbolises
purification and renewal.
o Increasingly used as a symbol of dissent.
e State vs Culture
o Post-1979 regime attempted to restrict
pre-Islamic traditions.
o Gradual accommodation due to public
resistance.
¢ Political Dimension
o Festivals act as platforms for mobilisation
and protest.
o Growing assertion of cultural nationalism
vs religious ideology.

Static Linkages

e Vernal Equinox » Equal day & night due to
Earth’s tilt.

e Zoroastrianism - Fire symbolises purity and
truth.

e UNESCO ICH - Protection of cultural practices
globally.

e Cultural Rights » Protection of traditions
(Indian Constitution analogy: Art 29).

e Soft Power - Culture as a tool of influence.

Critical Analysis
Pros
e Preserves civilisational identity.
e Enables peaceful expression of dissent.
Cons
¢ Politicisation of culture may cause instability.
e State repression can escalate tensions.

Way Forward
* Promote balance between culture and
governance.
e Avoid suppression of traditional practices.
e Encourage inclusive identity frameworks.




Epstein case is about the way

power is structured

Sanmiva

EMONE DE Resrvalr oncs STk,
T

i il T i kb o
o

Havebuik, K reprosentation bools
denese by e ™ This ™

pariarch
i disgubred 2 voluriary exchangs, Capital
Eputein’s setwork

ok jast phillosopical. Rl describes.
Barw power works. When we look o (he Jef:
ey Epstein cane a s s
Beveaed painfully cless The storks of

oprated almeas lie s market — giris weme

inrochaced and cisoudalnd sy
powerful clients. Privase plancs. private -
ik, i Ersbe el e llowed e

GOKHALE _ women are rasly nkd in thels own vokces. - activitestomoe o owdens. The sy
- 5 o
swmamm They aee detayed. rrdapod.  ommemedify buman bodbes,
T network functioesd though elie
f«mwmﬂm-:mm el wlidardry. Poweefol men Glen fesleT
:mmdmm Thinwas powdbie becaine  oneanother! the expomreclone can
he structures of pewer around him pro-  Bhoeaten the otbers. The media aho plays
mwnlm Economi power, palitical in-  complicated role nimch cases. Scaseiale
Dhsere, adiegal when
trated in the hands.of men. The silence  momtross individaal. which can distract
The ke Wik et [euliet 6 s e et SIPRCTIRR] iestians. Adwl bt
wysemiha prateets ks own, eroubiing clemen bs the way
redisocsed Inthe Ppstein case.
ary foughit 5o extablish thebasks ighte of  Ghistaine Marwedl eorivrd amrvene sen-
women. They nbsted that weesen's lives  nece. Blee role b eocruiesnent win undesi
mmmww e Vel I ol s wh diiedtly £
in |n-c|:ucm| . Arminist m..m oo underagr pirks vt gty remained
shirwing that e bt tbudows.
um wncwm'mcvm A the same time, & i important in e
when woren ateviuible in ognlse ke courage of susvivers. Many
mfmwgnrmmklw their  women wheo were exploited svenmtually
Al digrdy, i dpoke putECly dedgite inlimidatien,
mmmmﬂum shame. and bong delays inustice, Theirbes-
Epatein targeted girs aged between 10 Himanies forced e workd 15 look mede
W Sl with themaseclearty  cosety ai the truth
a0
years Victims i forwand withevidinde  debaled In receat yeass, IIH\‘\H B
mwmmmmﬂmm e miade I som commries o weaken
it all Al amerwiekel and fessinisy
gnm-a.lmmml\umwm aproiee: nmummmmMn
Nmustbe Sl
vmalmml national :mlvmmmmllwwwrfrﬁ
urslerstiod as mumm_enffalmsmer whew. Feminisl cheory provides the noeliee:
awarming nmtmlmmmulmnﬂm Tha mlmwnnﬂnarﬂuﬂu ORATRL.
- . WiBsLE et ETame
i urml(\kumdrwnuwmln‘.lyﬁ'aﬂh wm vremicinkartice cncahy be div
bacigrounds, A payment of $300dr a dort mnlmﬂmmum
OPERAESWE e e it e
mustaskwhy  othen e
thevoices ol oo edacation Thise proenisc ol M;.kuhvmc mlmnnmmur
e an usionof choice, But feminist scholars  doubied. and how wealth and inflee
WRCHTES M Bunve borgg amguedthat chobor In coediton umhmlmllrr wcmmmx h.u
doubited, and s ok e from sywiems that pe-
heerw wealth Aneother revealing mipect i how the sy mmonmhaldmu r.‘nr_‘u whes
and Influence e e s
o semibling s commercial rafosetion Mamy  Sove b:ww.l pprebatiiz & md'eﬁ.uw-
rm"‘ et were offerod moewy inexchargedoe Lrasnform tesisry,

sibence. Logal agrovsnerty. prevented S
Ercent apeabing pabch Cande Pateman de-

kil 1 maryer, mriber gl dlirevsder

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

e The Jeffrey Epstein case continues to be
debated globally as a symbol of systemic
sexual exploitation, elite impunity, and
institutional failure.

* The case highlights how wealth, political
connections, and legal structures delayed
justice for victims over decades.

* Renewed discussions in media and academia
focus on feminist interpretations of power,
consent, and structural inequality.

* |t has also brought attention to global
trafficking networks, misuse of Non-Disclosure
Agreements (NDAs), and failures of criminal
justice systems.

Key Points

* Epstein operated a transnational sexual
exploitation network, involving minors and
elite clients.

e Victims were often from economically
vulnerable backgrounds, reflecting the
feminisation of poverty.

* |nstitutional impunity: Despite evidence,
investigations were delayed due to political,
financial, and legal influence.

e Use of legal settlements and NDAs suppressed
victim testimonies.

* The conviction of Ghislaine Maxwell exposed
recruitment mechanisms, but many powerful
clients escaped scrutiny.

* The case shows how capital, global mobility,
and elite networks can enable exploitation
across jurisdictions.

e Feminist scholarship links such cases to
structural patriarchy rather than isolated
criminality.

Static Linkages

e Fundamental Rights: Article 14 (Equality),
Article 15 (Non-discrimination), Article 21
(Right to life with dignity)

e Directive Principles: Protection of women and
children from exploitation

e Concept of Rule of Law (A.V. Dicey) vs elite
capture of institutions

e Human trafficking provisions under IPC &
international conventions (e.g., UN Palermo
Protocol)

e Preamble values: Justice—social, economic,
political

e Vulnerability due to poverty and inequality
(NCERT Sociology themes)

e Ethical concepts: Justice, dignity,
accountability, abuse of power

Critical Analysis
Issues
¢ Delay in justice » weak rule of law
¢ Elite impunity and power nexus
¢ Victim silencing through legal/financial tools
e Poverty - vulnerability to exploitation
Ethical Concerns
e Abuse of power
¢ Violation of dignity
e Structural inequality vs real consent

Way Forward

e Strengthen fast-track courts & victim
protection

¢ Regulate misuse of NDAs

e Improve international cooperation on
trafficking

e Ensure accountability of powerful individuals

e Address poverty and vulnerability factors

* Promote gender-sensitive governance



Uncertainties over US
deal & India’s challenge

HE IMPLICATIONS of the US Supreme Court’s ruling

that struck down President Donald Trump'’s policy of

reciprocal tariffs are unfolding across the world, A few

days ago, Malaysia's investment, trade and industry
minister.Johari Abdul Ghani is reported to have said that the deal
berween the two countries was “null and void” following the US
court'sdecision. Earlier, in the absence of any clarity on the tariff
structure, the European Union had stopped working towards rat-
ifying its trade deal with the US, This points towards a possible
rethink among countries over recent trade agreements struck
with the Trump administration.

InFebruary, Indiaagreed to a framework for an interim agree-
mentwith the US — the framework will now be signed only after
“Washington puts in place a new tariff architecture which safe-
guards India’s comparative advantageinthe USmarket”, asenior
government official told this paper. Under the interim agreement,
the Us would impose a reciprocal tariff of 18 per cent on India’s
exports. While that tariff rate had then meant that India was
placed favourably compared tosome of its competitors, post the
UScourt ruling, that relative advantage has disappeared. Trump
has used Section 122 of the 1974 Trade Act to impaose a uniform
tariff rate of 10 per cent on goods imported in the US. This means
that the concessions make litthe sense without reciprocity. More-
over, the 10 per cent tariff is for a 150-day period, which ends in
July. There islittle clarity on what happens after that.

Other challenges have arisen. A few days ago, the US Trade
Representative launched an investigation under Section 301 of
the Trade Act of 1974 for India and several other countries, citing
“structural excess capacity and production in certain manufac-
turing sectors”. Reportedly, the fast-tracked nature of the inves-
tigation could lead to new tariffs in place from May. The Tax Foun-
dation, aUS-based thinktank, alsosays that these “investigations
could pave theway to re-<impose the nowunlawful IEEPA tariffs”,
‘This suggests that a retumn to the era of low tariffs and a stable
trading regime appears unlikely. In this unpredictable environ-
ment, India must use the space available to it to negotiate for
greater market access, Itsapproach must be guided by the objec-
tive of seeking predictable, transparent and stable trade relations.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context
e US Supreme Court ruling has disrupted earlier
tariff policies of the Trump administration.
e Countries like EU and Malaysia are reassessing
trade agreements with the US.
¢ [ndia had negotiated an interim trade deal
(18% reciprocal tariff) with the US, now under
reconsideration.
e The US imposed a uniform 10% tariff (Section
122, Trade Act 1974) for 150 days (till July).
e The US also initiated Section 301
investigations against India and others, raising
risk of further tariffs.

Key Points

e Reciprocal Tariffs: Earlier meant matching
tariffs between countries; India had a relative
advantage under the 18% framework.

e Uniform Tariff Shift: The new 10% tariff
reduces India's competitive edge vis-a-vis
other exporters.

e Section 122 (Trade Act, 1974):

o Allows temporary tariffs (up to 150 days) to
address balance of payments issues.

¢ Section 301 Investigation:

o Used to counter “unfair trade practices.”
o May lead to additional tariffs or trade
sanctions.

e Global Trade Impact:
o EU paused trade deal ratification.
o Malaysia declared its agreement “null and
void.”
e Policy Uncertainty:
o Lack of clarity beyond July increases risks
for exporters and investors.
e |ndia’s Position:
o Waiting for a predictable tariff architecture
before finalizing agreements.
o Focus on safeguarding comparative
advantage in US markets.

Static Linkages

* |International trade operates on principles of
comparative advantage and specialization.

e Tariffs act as trade barriers, influencing
import-export competitiveness.

e WTO framework promotes Most Favoured
Nation (MFN) and predictable tariff bindings.

e Balance of Payments crises may justify
temporary protectionist measures.

e Trade disputes are often resolved via
multilateral institutions or bilateral
negotiations.

Critical Analysis
Positives
e Scope for better renegotiation of trade terms.
e Push for export diversification.
Negatives
* Increased policy uncertainty.
e Weakening of rules-based global trade system.
e Possible loss of competitiveness for Indian
exports.
e Risk of trade conflicts due to unilateral US
actions.

Way Forward

e Diversify export markets (EU, ASEAN, Africa).

e Strengthen domestic manufacturing
competitiveness.

e Promote stable and rules-based trade
agreements.

e Support WTO-led multilateralism.

e Build resilient supply chains.



A caseof
gender injustice

N FEBRUARY, while overturning a bail order to the ac-

cused by the Allahabad High Courtina dowry-death case,

theSupreme Court had flagged itsglaring inadequacy, cit-

ing the order by the single-judge bench of Justice Pankaj
Bhatia as "most shocking and disappointing”, Now, an inves-
tigation by this newspaper has revealed that in three months,
in 508 of 510 publicly available orders in dowry death cases
passed by Justice Bhatia, bail was routinely granted, using simi-
lar logic, language and bond amounts. The near-uniformity
signalsa troubling lack of application ofmind by the court and
adilution of due process: In cases asintimate and often difficult
to prove as dowry violence, reducing judicial scrutiny toa tem-
plate risks tuming adjudication into a mechanical exercise, di-
vorced from the specific facts of each case.

Bail jurisprudence, anchored in the maxim “bail, not jail”,
demands acareful assessment of the severity of allegations. Es-
pecially in the case of dowry violence and death, Section 304B
ofthe IPC (or Section 80 of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita) creates
astatutory presumption against theaccused, treating the crime
as heinous. Dowry-related violence tends to occur behind
closed doors where evidence is sparse and witnesses vulner-
able. But when judicial scrutiny seems to be brought to bear on
these casesby rote, it threatens toleave women disproportion-
ately exposed to systemic injustice. The Supreme Court has re-
peatedly stressed that high courns exercising powers under Sec-
tion 439 CrPC (now Section 483 of the Bharatiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita, 2023) must engage in reasoned prima facie
assessments that reflect in the structure and language of orders.

Incritical rulingssuch as State of Punjab v. Ighal Singh (1991)
and Shanti v. State of Haryana (1990), the apex court has ex-
panded the understanding of dowry-related violence and
strengthened the legal framework tomeet itschallenges. Inthe
landmark State of Uttar Pradeshv. Ajmal Beg Etc (2025), the SC
reiterated that dowry-related violence goes against constitu-
tional guarantees of Articles 14, 15 and 21, and that its eradica-
tion is a“constitutional and social necessity”™. These are crucial
lessons to remember. If the adjudication of such crimes slips
into mechanical repetition, it isnot just legal standards that are
eroded, but the promise of justice as well.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context

* The Supreme Court recently set aside a High
Court bail order in a dowry death case, calling
it “shocking and disappointing”.

* Asubsequentinvestigation revealed that 508
out of 510 bail orders in similar cases were
granted using identical reasoning, language,
and bond conditions.

e This pattern indicates mechanical
adjudication, raising serious concerns about
judicial accountability, due process, and
protection of women in dowry-related crimes.

Key Points
* Legal Framework:

o Section 304B IPC / Section 80 BNS: Dowry
death (death within 7 years of marriage +
cruelty for dowry).

o Section 113B, Indian Evidence Act:
Presumption of guilt against accused.

e Bail Provisions:

o Section 439 CrPC / Section 483 BNSS, 2023

empowers High Courts to grant bail.
e Judicial Principles:

o Bail jurisprudence based on “bail, not jail”,
but requires case-specific judicial
reasoning.

o Supreme Court mandates prima facie
evaluation of evidence in serious offences.

Issue Identified:

o Uniform bail orders suggest non-
application of mind and template-based
justice delivery.

Static Linkages

Articles 14, 15, 21 - equality, gender justice,
right to life and dignity

Natural justice — requirement of reasoned
orders

Doctrine of fairness and non-arbitrariness
Balance between individual liberty and
societal interest

Criminal law principle: exception to
presumption of innocence in special laws

Critical Analysis
Concerns

Mechanical justice undermines fair trial
standards

Weakens statutory safeguards in dowry death
cases

Dowry crimes occur in private domains, making
judicial scrutiny crucial

Erosion of public confidence in judiciary
Reflects institutional gaps in oversight and
accountability

Balancing Perspective

Bail protects personal liberty (Article 21)
Prevents pre-trial punishment
Need to guard against misuse of dowry laws

Way Forward

Ensure speaking and reasoned bail orders
Develop standard judicial guidelines for
heinous offences

Strengthen gender-sensitive judicial training
Introduce institutional audit of judicial
patterns

Leverage technology for anomaly detection in
judgments

Maintain balance between rights of accused
and victim protection
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