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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

Alleged airstrike in Kabul on a drug
rehabilitation hospital (Omid Addiction
Treatment Hospital).
Afghanistan claims 400+ civilian deaths;
Pakistan denies, stating target was a militant
facility (Camp Phoenix).
Part of ongoing cross-border tensions over
presence of Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) in
Afghanistan.
Highlights escalation in regional instability and
humanitarian concerns.

Key Facts 
TTP (Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan): Militant group
targeting Pakistan; ideologically aligned with
Afghan Taliban.
Camp Phoenix: Former NATO base near Kabul.
Geneva Conventions (1949):

Protect civilians, hospitals, and medical
personnel in armed conflict.

Principles of IHL:
Distinction (civilian vs combatant)
Proportionality
Military necessity

Afghanistan–Pakistan issue: Dispute over
terror safe havens and Durand Line border
tensions.

Static Linkages
Geneva Conventions mandate protection of
civilians and medical facilities during armed
conflict.
Principle of Distinction and Proportionality in
warfare.
UN Charter: Emphasizes sovereignty and non-
intervention.
India’s position: Supports peaceful resolution
of disputes and non-interference.
Concepts of state responsibility and war
crimes under international law.
Role of non-state actors in asymmetric
warfare.

Critical Points 
Violation of IHL?

Targeting hospitals prohibited unless used
for military purposes.

Trust deficit
Pakistan vs Afghanistan over TTP safe
havens.

Regional instability
Impacts South Asia security, terrorism
networks.

Information asymmetry
Conflicting claims → difficulty in
verification.

Ethical dilemma
Counter-terror operations vs civilian
protection.

Way Forward
Independent UN-led investigation.
Strengthening IHL compliance mechanisms.
Diplomatic engagement & CBMs between both
nations.
Address root causes: terrorism, governance
gaps.
Promote regional cooperation frameworks
(e.g., SCO).
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

Ongoing West Asia conflict has disrupted
international travel (airspace closure, flight
cancellations).
India’s medical tourism sector, which depends
significantly on West Asian patients (~30%), is
witnessing a decline.
Hospitals report:

~30% drop in international patients (Fortis).
Up to 75% decline in West Asian footfall
(short-term trend).

Estimated 15–20% revenue loss in medical
tourism in the short term.

Key Facts 
India is among the top global medical tourism
destinations.
Major source regions: West Asia, Africa, SAARC
countries.
Key treatments sought:

Organ transplants
Cancer care
Cardiac surgeries

Government initiative: Heal in India.
Medical tourism is part of trade in services
(Mode 2 – Consumption Abroad) under WTO.
India allows 100% FDI in hospitals (automatic
route).

Important Observations
Air connectivity disruption is the primary
cause (not healthcare capacity).
North India more affected; South India
relatively stable due to better connectivity.
Ramzan seasonality also contributes to
reduced patient inflow.
Emerging trend: India seen as a stable
alternative to West Asian medical hubs.

Static Linkages
India’s advantage: low-cost treatment (≈20% of
developed countries) + skilled doctors.
Linked to service sector exports in Balance of
Payments.
Supports health diplomacy and soft power.
Related schemes:

Ayushman Bharat (infrastructure
strengthening)
National Health Policy 2017 (universal
healthcare vision)

Critical Analysis
Positives

India emerging as reliable healthcare hub
globally
Opportunity to expand into new markets
(Africa, Central Asia)
Enhances soft power and global outreach

Challenges
Over-dependence on West Asia
Geopolitical vulnerability of service exports
Lack of integrated ecosystem (visa ease,
insurance, global accreditation)
Competition from Thailand, Turkey, UAE

Way Forward
Diversify patient markets beyond West Asia
Strengthen Heal in India branding globally
Improve medical visa + digital facilitation
Enhance air connectivity & bilateral
agreements
Promote international accreditation
(NABH/JCI)
Integrate telemedicine for pre/post treatment
care
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

Ongoing conflict in West Asia (post-October
2023 escalation; Iran–Israel tensions) has
impacted regional stability, oil routes, and
global geopolitics.
India has adopted a more assertive, interest-
driven diplomatic approach toward the region.
Increased engagement with Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC), Israel, and Iran amid shifting
security dynamics.

Key Points
India–GCC Significance

Trade: ~$160 billion
Diaspora: ~10 million Indians
Major source of oil and remittances

Policy Shift
From normative balancing to pragmatic
realism
Reduced rhetorical emphasis on Palestine
issue
Stronger bilateral and strategic
engagement

Geopolitical Changes
Weakening of U.S.-led security system in
Gulf
Iran’s attacks and Strait of Hormuz
disruptions
GCC exploring alternative security partners

India’s Actions
High-level visits and direct leader-level
engagement
CEPA with UAE; negotiations with GCC,
Israel
Strategic signalling of support for stability

Opportunities
GCC diversification → India as security
partner
“GCC+1 strategy” → India as investment
destination
Supply chain shifts → economic gains

Concerns
Risk of over-alignment with Israel/West
Strain on Iran relations (energy +
connectivity)
Neglect of Palestine issue
Security risks for diaspora and trade routes

Static Linkages
Strategic autonomy as core of India’s foreign
policy
Evolution: Non-alignment to Multi-alignment
Importance of West Asia for energy security
(~60% oil imports)
Strait of Hormuz: critical global oil chokepoint
Role of diaspora diplomacy and remittances
Trade agreements like CEPA boosting exports

Critical Analysis
Positives

Aligns with realist foreign policy
Enhances economic and strategic partnerships
Improves India’s global standing and
credibility
Opens space for greater role in regional
security

Negatives
Risk of strategic overreach
Possible alienation of Iran
Weakening of traditional pro-Palestine stance
Exposure to regional instability

Way Forward
Maintain balanced engagement with Israel,
GCC, and Iran
Reaffirm support for Palestinian cause
diplomatically
Avoid military entanglements; focus on
economic-security cooperation
Position India as global manufacturing and
investment hub
Enhance energy diversification and strategic
reserves
Strengthen diaspora protection mechanisms
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Union Budget 2026 announced ₹20,000 crore
allocation for a carbon credit programme.
Confusion arose regarding whether it targets:

Industrial decarbonisation (CCUS), or
Farmer-based carbon credit schemes.

Official basis: DST’s CCUS R&D Roadmap (Dec
2025) → clearly industrial focus.

Key Points
Primary Objective (as per DST Roadmap):

₹20,000 crore allocated for CCUS
deployment in “hard-to-abate” sectors:

Power
Steel
Cement
Refineries
Chemicals

Nature of CCUS:
Captures CO₂ from point sources (industrial
emissions).
Involves utilisation (e.g., chemicals, fuels)
or geological storage.

Agriculture Exclusion:
Agricultural emissions (methane, nitrous
oxide) are:

Diffuse and non-point source
Not suitable for CCUS technologies.

Carbon Dioxide Removal (CDR) vs CCUS:
CCUS → Prevents industrial emissions.
CDR → Removes atmospheric CO₂
(agriculture plays role here via:

Soil carbon sequestration
Agroforestry
Biochar).

Source of Confusion:
Use of the generic term “carbon
credit programme” in Budget
speech.
Parallel rise of voluntary carbon
markets in India involving farmers.

Existing Developments:
India is developing a domestic
carbon market (Energy
Conservation Amendment Act,
2022).
Pilot projects already exist for
nature-based carbon credits.

Static Linkages
India’s Net Zero Target: 2070 (COP26
commitments).
Panchamrit Goals (reduce emissions
intensity, increase non-fossil energy
capacity).
Energy Conservation Act, 2001
(amended 2022) – provides
framework for carbon markets.
Perform, Achieve and Trade (PAT)
Scheme – market-based mechanism
for energy efficiency.
Paris Agreement – Article 6 (carbon
markets).
Types of greenhouse gases: CO₂, CH₄,
N₂O.
Difference between mitigation vs
sequestration strategies.

Critical Analysis
Pros

Targets major emission-intensive
sectors.
Supports net-zero commitments.
Promotes clean technology.

Cons
High cost and technological
challenges.
No direct benefit to farmers.
Policy communication gap.
Weak carbon market infrastructure.

Way Forward
Clarify distinction: CCUS vs Carbon
Farming.
Develop separate agriculture carbon
credit policy.
Strengthen MRV (Measurement,
Reporting, Verification).
Promote public-private participation.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

Activist Sonam Wangchuk released (March
2026) after detention under National Security
Act (NSA), 1980.
Detained for alleged role in September 2025
Leh violence.
Centre cited national security concerns
(Ladakh borders China & Pakistan).
Release occurred just before Supreme Court
hearing.
Talks resumed between MHA, Leh Apex Body
(LAB), and Kargil Democratic Alliance (KDA).
Continued protests demanding:

Statehood
Sixth Schedule status

Key Points
Preventive Detention: NSA allows detention up
to 12 months without trial.
Evidence Concerns: Allegations based on
weak/translated material.
Judicial Role: Supreme Court scrutiny
influenced executive decision.
Unresolved Demands:

Sixth Schedule recommended by NCST.
Political promise (2020 manifesto).

Strategic Importance:
Ladakh’s proximity to LAC (China) and LoC
(Pakistan).

Ongoing Issue: Other activists still detained;
protests continue.

Static Linkages
Article 22: Allows preventive detention with
safeguards.
NSA, 1980: Law for national security and
public order.
Sixth Schedule: Autonomous councils with
legislative & judicial powers.
Jammu & Kashmir Reorganisation Act, 2019 →
Ladakh as UT.
NCST (Article 338A): Constitutional body for
tribal welfare.

Critical Analysis
Issues

Possible misuse of NSA → affects fundamental
rights.
Delay in addressing constitutional safeguards.
Trust deficit between Centre and Ladakh
leadership.
Continued detention of activists → selective
enforcement concerns.

Significance
Highlights balance between national security
and civil liberties.
Raises debate on federalism in Union
Territories.
Importance of inclusive governance in border
regions.

Way Forward
Time-bound dialogue with LAB & KDA.
Consider Sixth Schedule / alternative
safeguards.
Ensure judicial oversight on preventive
detention.
Transparent probe into violence.
Strengthen participatory governance in
Ladakh.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

Jalpaiguri Central Correctional Home (West
Bengal): 92 inmates infected with HSV, 7
deaths (2025–26).
Overcrowding: ~171% occupancy.
Evidence of widespread prison health crisis:

High TB incidence (≈ 5× general population
– Lancet Public Health, 2023).
HIV prevalence higher than national
average (India Justice Report 2025).
Skin diseases in Kerala prisons (~30%
inmates).

Severe shortage of healthcare staff in prisons.

Key Facts
Prison occupancy in India: often 130%+ (Prison
Statistics India 2023).
Undertrials: ~75% of total inmates.
Medical staff shortage:

43% vacancy in medical officers.
Only 25 psychologists for ~5.7 lakh
prisoners.

Inmate-doctor ratio: 2.6× higher than
prescribed norms.

Diseases prevalent:
TB, HIV, skin infections, HSV
COVID-19 outbreaks in past (Nagpur,
Indore prisons)

Static Points
Article 21 → Right to life includes right to
health.
Prisoners retain fundamental rights except
those restricted by law.
Model Prison Manual 2016 → standards for
health, hygiene, staffing.
Overcrowding linked to slow judicial process
and high undertrial population.
Communicable diseases spread faster in high-
density, poorly ventilated environments.

Critical Issues
Overcrowding → poor sanitation, rapid disease
spread
Healthcare neglect → delayed diagnosis and
treatment
Staff shortages → weak medical response
Human rights concern → violation of dignity
Public health risk → disease spillover outside
prisons

Way Forward
Decongestion:

Fast-track undertrial cases
Increase bail & non-custodial sentences

Healthcare reforms:
Integrate prisons with public health system
Mandatory entry-level screening (TB, HIV
etc.)

Infrastructure:
Improve ventilation, hygiene, isolation
facilities

Human resources:
Fill vacancies; telemedicine support

Legal measures:
Periodic judicial review of detention
Repatriation of foreign inmates
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

Nowruz (Persian New Year) and Chaharshanbe
Suri have gained political significance amid
ongoing anti-regime protests in Iran.
Reza Pahlavi appealed to citizens to use the
festival as a form of civil resistance.
Reflects a deeper tension between Persian
cultural identity and Islamic ideological state
since the 1979 Iranian Revolution.

Key Points
Nowruz

Celebrated on vernal equinox (~21 March).
Originates from ancient Persian
(Zoroastrian) traditions.
Recognised by UNESCO Intangible Cultural
Heritage.

Chaharshanbe Suri
Fire festival before Nowruz; symbolises
purification and renewal.
Increasingly used as a symbol of dissent.

State vs Culture
Post-1979 regime attempted to restrict
pre-Islamic traditions.
Gradual accommodation due to public
resistance.

Political Dimension
Festivals act as platforms for mobilisation
and protest.
Growing assertion of cultural nationalism
vs religious ideology.

Static Linkages
Vernal Equinox → Equal day & night due to
Earth’s tilt.
Zoroastrianism → Fire symbolises purity and
truth.
UNESCO ICH → Protection of cultural practices
globally.
Cultural Rights → Protection of traditions
(Indian Constitution analogy: Art 29).
Soft Power → Culture as a tool of influence.

Critical Analysis
Pros

Preserves civilisational identity.
Enables peaceful expression of dissent.

Cons
Politicisation of culture may cause instability.
State repression can escalate tensions.

Way Forward
Promote balance between culture and
governance.
Avoid suppression of traditional practices.
Encourage inclusive identity frameworks.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The Jeffrey Epstein case continues to be
debated globally as a symbol of systemic
sexual exploitation, elite impunity, and
institutional failure.
The case highlights how wealth, political
connections, and legal structures delayed
justice for victims over decades.
Renewed discussions in media and academia
focus on feminist interpretations of power,
consent, and structural inequality.
It has also brought attention to global
trafficking networks, misuse of Non-Disclosure
Agreements (NDAs), and failures of criminal
justice systems.

Key Points
Epstein operated a transnational sexual
exploitation network, involving minors and
elite clients.
Victims were often from economically
vulnerable backgrounds, reflecting the
feminisation of poverty.
Institutional impunity: Despite evidence,
investigations were delayed due to political,
financial, and legal influence.
Use of legal settlements and NDAs suppressed
victim testimonies.
The conviction of Ghislaine Maxwell exposed
recruitment mechanisms, but many powerful
clients escaped scrutiny.
The case shows how capital, global mobility,
and elite networks can enable exploitation
across jurisdictions.

Feminist scholarship links such cases to
structural patriarchy rather than isolated
criminality.

Static Linkages
Fundamental Rights: Article 14 (Equality),
Article 15 (Non-discrimination), Article 21
(Right to life with dignity)
Directive Principles: Protection of women and
children from exploitation
Concept of Rule of Law (A.V. Dicey) vs elite
capture of institutions
Human trafficking provisions under IPC &
international conventions (e.g., UN Palermo
Protocol)
Preamble values: Justice—social, economic,
political
Vulnerability due to poverty and inequality
(NCERT Sociology themes)
Ethical concepts: Justice, dignity,
accountability, abuse of power

Critical Analysis
Issues

Delay in justice → weak rule of law
Elite impunity and power nexus
Victim silencing through legal/financial tools
Poverty → vulnerability to exploitation

Ethical Concerns
Abuse of power
Violation of dignity
Structural inequality vs real consent

Way Forward
Strengthen fast-track courts & victim
protection
Regulate misuse of NDAs
Improve international cooperation on
trafficking
Ensure accountability of powerful individuals
Address poverty and vulnerability factors
Promote gender-sensitive governance
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

US Supreme Court ruling has disrupted earlier
tariff policies of the Trump administration.
Countries like EU and Malaysia are reassessing
trade agreements with the US.
India had negotiated an interim trade deal
(18% reciprocal tariff) with the US, now under
reconsideration.
The US imposed a uniform 10% tariff (Section
122, Trade Act 1974) for 150 days (till July).
The US also initiated Section 301
investigations against India and others, raising
risk of further tariffs.

Key Points
Reciprocal Tariffs: Earlier meant matching
tariffs between countries; India had a relative
advantage under the 18% framework.
Uniform Tariff Shift: The new 10% tariff
reduces India's competitive edge vis-à-vis
other exporters.
Section 122 (Trade Act, 1974):

Allows temporary tariffs (up to 150 days) to
address balance of payments issues.

Section 301 Investigation:
Used to counter “unfair trade practices.”
May lead to additional tariffs or trade
sanctions.

Global Trade Impact:
EU paused trade deal ratification.
Malaysia declared its agreement “null and
void.”

Policy Uncertainty:
Lack of clarity beyond July increases risks
for exporters and investors.

India’s Position:
Waiting for a predictable tariff architecture
before finalizing agreements.
Focus on safeguarding comparative
advantage in US markets.

Static Linkages
International trade operates on principles of
comparative advantage and specialization.
Tariffs act as trade barriers, influencing
import-export competitiveness.
WTO framework promotes Most Favoured
Nation (MFN) and predictable tariff bindings.
Balance of Payments crises may justify
temporary protectionist measures.
Trade disputes are often resolved via
multilateral institutions or bilateral
negotiations.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Scope for better renegotiation of trade terms.
Push for export diversification.

Negatives
Increased policy uncertainty.
Weakening of rules-based global trade system.
Possible loss of competitiveness for Indian
exports.
Risk of trade conflicts due to unilateral US
actions.

Way Forward
Diversify export markets (EU, ASEAN, Africa).
Strengthen domestic manufacturing
competitiveness.
Promote stable and rules-based trade
agreements.
Support WTO-led multilateralism.
Build resilient supply chains.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

The Supreme Court recently set aside a High
Court bail order in a dowry death case, calling
it “shocking and disappointing”.
A subsequent investigation revealed that 508
out of 510 bail orders in similar cases were
granted using identical reasoning, language,
and bond conditions.
This pattern indicates mechanical
adjudication, raising serious concerns about
judicial accountability, due process, and
protection of women in dowry-related crimes.

Key Points
Legal Framework:

Section 304B IPC / Section 80 BNS: Dowry
death (death within 7 years of marriage +
cruelty for dowry).
Section 113B, Indian Evidence Act:
Presumption of guilt against accused.

Bail Provisions:
Section 439 CrPC / Section 483 BNSS, 2023
empowers High Courts to grant bail.

Judicial Principles:
Bail jurisprudence based on “bail, not jail”,
but requires case-specific judicial
reasoning.
Supreme Court mandates prima facie
evaluation of evidence in serious offences.

Issue Identified:
Uniform bail orders suggest non-
application of mind and template-based
justice delivery.

Static Linkages
Articles 14, 15, 21 – equality, gender justice,
right to life and dignity
Natural justice – requirement of reasoned
orders
Doctrine of fairness and non-arbitrariness
Balance between individual liberty and
societal interest
Criminal law principle: exception to
presumption of innocence in special laws

Critical Analysis
Concerns

Mechanical justice undermines fair trial
standards
Weakens statutory safeguards in dowry death
cases
Dowry crimes occur in private domains, making
judicial scrutiny crucial
Erosion of public confidence in judiciary
Reflects institutional gaps in oversight and
accountability

Balancing Perspective
Bail protects personal liberty (Article 21)
Prevents pre-trial punishment
Need to guard against misuse of dowry laws

Way Forward
Ensure speaking and reasoned bail orders
Develop standard judicial guidelines for
heinous offences
Strengthen gender-sensitive judicial training
Introduce institutional audit of judicial
patterns
Leverage technology for anomaly detection in
judgments
Maintain balance between rights of accused
and victim protection
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