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India to sign U.S. deal only after clarity on rates

Any deal must be weighed against tariff structure
and comparative advantage, says senior official

Sharad Raghavan
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context

U5, court ruling against tariffs hadn't come when
govt. said deal will be signed in March, adds official

India's irade
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* [ndia has deferred signing the trade deal with

the U.S. pending clarity on the U.S. global tariff

structure (“tariff architecture”).
e Triggered by:

o U.S. Supreme Court (Feb 2026) striking
down tariffs under IEEPA.

o Imposition of 10% temporary tariffs under
Section 122, Trade Act 1974 (valid for 150
days).

o Launch of Section 301 investigations into
trade partners.

e Earlier, India-U.S. had agreed on a trade
framework (Feb 2026).

Key Points

* |India seeks comparative tariff advantage over
competing countries.

* Proposed 18% tariff on Indian goods may
change depending on tariffs imposed on
others.

e Section 122 (Trade Act, 1974) > Temporary
tariffs (<150 days).

e Section 301 - Allows U.S. to impose tariffs
after investigating unfair trade practices.

e |EEPA tariffs invalidated - earlier reciprocal
tariffs withdrawn.

e U.S.removed 25% additional tariffs on Indian
exports linked to Russian oil (Feb 2026).

e |ndia continues increased imports of
discounted Russian oil.

Static Linkages

e Comparative Advantage (David Ricardo) -»
Basis of trade negotiations.

¢ WTO MFN principle » Non-discriminatory
tariffs.

e Tariffs vs Non-tariff barriers in trade policy.

e Balance of Payments (BoP) and trade deficits.

* FTAs - Reduce tariffs and enhance market
access.

Critical Analysis
Positives

e Ensures better bargaining position

* Protects domestic industry

e Focus on relative competitiveness
Challenges

e Delay in agreement may affect exports

e Exposure to U.S. protectionist policies

* Geopolitical linkage (Russian oil) complicates

trade

Way Forward

¢ Finalise deal based on comparative tariff
advantage

* Diversify export markets

e Strengthen domestic manufacturing (PLI)

e Ensure WTO-compliant trade strategy

e Balance strategic autonomy with economic
interests



Naval warships escort Indian vessels from Gulf of Oman

Saurabh Trivedi
Saptaparng Ghosh
MEW DELHI
The Indian Navy has de-
ployed warships 1o escort
Indian-flagged merchant
vessels transiting through
the Persian Gulf region, ac-
cording (o official sources.
Three Indian Navy ships
have escorted the Indian-
flagged merchant ships
Shivalik, Nanda Devi, and
Jag Laadki from the Gulf of
Oman after they crossed
the Strait of Hormuz, The
warships ensured safe
transit of the wessels
through vulnerable waters.
Though the conflict has
been intense in the Persian
Gulf west of the Strait of
Hormuz, the Gulf of Oman,
east of the strait, has also
seen attacks. fop Laadki,
carrying more  than
80,000 tonnes of crude
oil, left Fujairah terminal

&

Safe arrival: LPG carrier Shivalik reached the Mundra port on

Monday. SPECIL ARRANGEMERT

in the UAE on Sunday. The
vessel had a narrow escape
when the terminal was at-
tacked  while it was
loading.

Sources sald that naval
ship escort to Indian mer-
chant ships will continue
tobe provided. Some 22 In-
dian-flagged ships are still
stranded west of the strait.

While officials declined
to disclose the names of
the naval ships involved, a

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context

senior official confirmed
that the warships were op-
erating in the region under
Operation Sankalp, a mis-
sion aimed at safeguarding
merchant shipping and
protecting India’s mari-
time interests in the Gulf
region.

Launched in June 2019,
Operation Sankalp ensures
safe passage of Indian-
flagged wvessels through
critical sea lanes, and saw

action, including during
the Houthi attacks.
Meanwhile, LPG carrier
Shivalik reached Mundra
Port on Monday evening,
the government  con-
firmed. Earlier in the day,
Kajesh Kumar Sinha, Spe-
clal Secretary at the Minis-
try of Shipping, told repor-
ters in an inter-ministerial
briefing that priority berth-
ing and documentation
has been arranged to en-
sure there is no delay in
discharging the cargo.
Nanda Devi, another
LPG carrier, s expected to
reach Kandla port on Tues-
day. Individually, the ves-
sels are helding 46,000
tonnes of cargo, cumula-
tively, 92,172 tonnes.
“Seafarers on board [all
the three vessels] are all
safe and would reaching
tomorrow  at  Mundra
paort,” Mr. Sinha said.
Addressing reporters at

* Indian Navy escorted Indian-flagged merchant
vessels (Shivalik, Nanda Devi, Jag Laadki)
through Strait of Hormuz-Gulf of Oman region.

* Deployment under Operation Sankalp (2019)
due to rising maritime threats (attacks near
Fujairah, Gulf tensions).

e ~22Indian ships remain stranded in high-risk

the same briefing, Sujata
Sharma, Joint-Secretary at
the Ministry of Petroleum
and Natural Gas, said that
cooking gas continues to
be an “isue of concern”,
though supply of LPG to
domestic consumers conti-
nues  uninterrupted. No
dry out has been reported
among  distributors, she
added.

Separately, in response
to & query, the senior offi-
«cial informed that domes-
tic LPG production had in-
creased 36% since the
supply maintenance erder.

Responding 1o que
ries about LS. President
Donald Trump secking
couniries send warships to
guard passage of vessels
from the Strait of Hormuz,
Randhir Jaiswal, spokes-
person at the External Af
fairs Ministry, said the is-
sue has not been taken up
in any bilateral setting.

e Concept of SLOC security in maritime strategy

¢ India’s doctrine: Freedom of Navigation

zone west of Hormuz.

Key Points
e QOperation Sankalp:
o Launched: June 2019
o Objective: gRe&im of Sea Lines of
Communication (SLOCs) & Indian shipping
o Activities: Escort, surveillance, presence
missions
e Strategic Importance:
o Strait of Hormuz: ~20% global oil trade
passes
o Indiaimports ~80-85% crude oil (major
share via this route)
e Recent Developments:
o Attack near Fujairah oil terminal highlights
vulnerability
o LPG cargo escorted (~92,000 tonnes)
safely to Indian ports
o Govt ensured priority berthing & supply
continuity
e Energy Security:
o LPG supply stable domestically
o Domestic production * ~36% (govt data)

Static Points
e Strait of Hormuz: connects Persian Gulf-Gulf
of Oman-Arabian Sea
e UNCLOS (1982) - right of transit passage

e Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR) for energy
security

Critical Analysis
Positives
e Ensures uninterrupted energy supply
e Enhances India’s role as net security provider
in IOR
e Protects Indian seafarers & trade
Challenges
Risk of regional escalation
High operational cost for Navy
Continued dependence on West Asia
Diplomatic balancing (US-Iran-Gulf)

Way Forward
¢ Diversify energy sources (renewables,
alternate suppliers)
e Expand Strategic Petroleum Reserves
e Strengthen naval capabilities & MDA
¢ Promote regional maritime cooperation
* Develop alternate corridors (e.g., INSTC)



Economic stagnation, job mismatch behind
‘distress migration’ from Punjab, say experts

Vikas Vasudeva
CHANDIGARH

Even as Punjab’s Economic
Survey 202526 noted that
a combination of “pull”
and “push” factors is be-
hind brain drain from the
State, experts argue that
Punjab s witnessing ‘dis-
tress migration’ owing to
the continued failure of the
palitical leadership 1o ad-
dress the root causes push-
ing people to leave.

“Better standards of liv-
ing in developed econo-
mies such as Canada, the
U.5., Australia, and the
UK. remain the biggest
pull factor attracting youth
with high aspirations,” stat-
ed the survey tabled in the
Assembly on March 8.

“0n the ather hand, a
rising number of push fac-
tors are also at play, Lack of
employment opportunities

The State’s Economic
Survey noted that a
combination of pull
and ‘push’ factors is
behind brain drain

that suit the aspirations
and qualifications of Punja-
bis is one of the leading
reasons. This is substan-
tiated by the fact that of the
todal 122,842 applicamts re-
gistered with the State’s
Unemployment Bureau in
2025 (as of 30th Septem-
ber), 58% were unskilled
and 42% categorised as
skilled,” the survey stated.
It added thar as agricul-
tural growth has reached a
platean, several children of
farmers are migrating
abroad in search of jobs.
Ranjit Singh Ghuman,
Professor  of  Eminence
{Economics) at Guru Na-

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context

nak Dev University, Amrit-
sar, pointed out that the
Economic Survey has cor-
rectly identified unemploy-
mient, mismatch between
youths' aspirations and the
availability of jobs, and
shrinking employment op-
portunities in agriculture
as key drivers of migration,

“Recent studies in Pun-
jab show that unemploy-
ment, corruption, a bad
politico-administrative sys-
tem, fear of drug addic-
tion, and social insecurity
are the major push factors
behind  migration  of
youth,” he wold The Hindu.

“Lack of political will®

“Unfortunately, the politi-
cal leadership seems to
lack the will to resurrect
Punjab and instil a sense of
confidence in the people’s
psyche. The Punjab go-

vernment must come out

of denkal mode and correct
growth fundamentals,
creqte an enabling environ-
ment for growth and em-
ployment, and address the
basic reasons behind mi-
gration,” he said.

Lakhwinder Singh, a vis-
iting professor at the Insti-
tute for Human Develop-
ment, New Delhi, said
Punjab’s gross fixed capital
formation as a percentage
of GSDP has been falling
since the mid-1980s due to
lack of capital investment.

“Given the structure
and slow growth of Pun-
jab's economy, employ-
ment elasticity is low. A
lack of mew employment
opportunities has created
hopelessness ameng the
youth, The second reason
iz the deteriorating quality
of existing employment in
both public and private
sectors,” he said.

* Punjab Economic Survey 2025-26 highlights
increasing migration of youth.

* Migration driven by pull factors (abroad
opportunities) and push factors (domestic
distress).

e Experts describe it as “distress migration”
reflecting structural economic issues.

Key Points

e Unemployment & Skill Mismatch:
o 1.22 lakh unemployed registered (2025)

o 58% unskilled, 42% skilled » mismatch with

job market

e Agricultural Stagnation:

o Plateau in growth - reduced employment

absorption

¢ Declining Investment:

o Falling Gross Fixed Capital Formation
(GFCF) since 1980s

e Low Employment Elasticity:

o Growth not translating into jobs

* Governance Issues:

o Corruption, weak administration

* Social Factors:

o Drug abuse, insecurity

* Migration Trend:

o Increasing among youth and farmer

families

Static Linkages
e Push-Pull Theory of Migration
* Disguised Unemployment (Agriculture)
e Employment Elasticity of Growth
e Structural Transformation (Lewis Model)
e Human Capital Flight (Brain Drain vs Brain

Gain)

* Role of Capital Formation in Growth

Critical Analysis
Issues:
e Brain drain of skilled youth
e Distress-driven migration (not aspirational)
* Weak industrial base
e Agricultural crisis
¢ Social consequences (illegal migration,
exploitation)
Limited Positives:
e Remittances inflow
* Global exposure

Way Forward
e Diversify economy (MSMEs, manufacturing)
e Skill alignment with market demand
* |Increase investment (improve GFCF)
e Agricultural diversification
* Improve governance & reduce corruption
e Promote safe and legal migration



ASI allows T.N. Archaeology
Dept. to conduct excavations
at Keeladi, seven other sites

M. Sai Charan
CHENNAL

After a delay of several
months, the Archaeclogical
Survey of India (ASI) has
granted permission to the
Tamil Nadu State Depart-
ment of  Archaeology
(TNSDA) for conducting ex-
cavations at eight historical
sites, including the Ilth
phase of excavations at
Keeladi.

According to officials,
the approval has been given
for excavations at Keeladi
and its clusters in Sivaganga
district; Partinamarudhur
in Thoothukud] district; Ka-
rivalamvanthanallur in Ten-
kasi district; Manikollai in
Cuddalore district; Adicha-
nur in Villupuram district;
Vellalore in Coimbatore dis-
trict; Telunganur-Mangadu
in  Salem district; and
Nagapattinam.

Following the recom-
mendation of an expert

The approval has been given to conduct excavations 2t Keeladi and

its clusters in Sivaganga district, among other sites. FILE PHOTD

committee, the Exploration
and Excavation Section of
the ASI granted the permis-
sion on March 13 under the
Ancient Monuments and
Archaeological Sites and Re-
mains Rules, 1959.

In July 2025, the TNSDA
sought the ASIs approval
for excavations at these
sites, which were an-
nounced by Finance Minis-
ter Thangam Thennarasu in
the Tamil Nadu Budget for

202526, Following delays,
Tamil Nadu officials wrote
to the ASL, as the excavation
season runs from January to
July in the State.

Centre's nod sought
Recently, Chief Minister
M.K. Stalin also urged the
Centre to grani the approval
at the earliest, stating that
the monsoon would disrupt
fieldwork in the second half
of the year,

Static Points
e AMASR Act, 1958:

o Governs protection of monuments/sites of
national importance
AMASR Rules, 1959:
o Regulate excavation permissions
Tamil-Brahmi script:
o Earliest scriptin South India
Sangam Age:
o Early historic period with urbanization &
trade networks
Archaeology helps reconstruct proto-historic
and early historic phases

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

e Archaeological Survey of India approved
excavations at 8 sites in Tamil Nadu.

e Includes 11th phase of Keeladi excavation
(Sivaganga district).

e Permission granted under Ancient Monuments
and Archaeological Sites and Remains Rules,
1959.

* Proposal submitted by Tamil Nadu State
Department of Archaeology in July 2025.

e Delay raised concerns as excavation season:

Critical Analysis

Jan-July. Positives
) e Strengthens evidence-based history of South
Key Points India

e Sites approved:
o Keeladi (Sivaganga)
Pattinamarudhur (Thoothukudi)
Karivalamvanthanallur (Tenkasi)
Manikollai (Cuddalore)
Adichanur (Villupuram)
Vellalore (Coimbatore)
Telunganur-Mangadu (Salem)
o Nagapattinam
e Keeladi significance:
o Evidence of urban settlement (brick
structures, drainage)
o Discovery of Tamil-Brahmi inscriptions -
early literacy
o Linked to Sangam Age (300 BCE-300 CE)
* Coastal sites (e.g., Nagapattinam):
o [ndicate maritime trade (Roman &
Southeast Asia links)
e Approval based on expert committee
recommendation

e Promotes cultural heritage & tourism
e Expands understanding of non-Gangetic
urbanization
Issues
* Delay in approvals affects excavation cycles
e Limited funding & technical capacity
* Risk of politicisation of findings

O O O O O o©o

Way Forward
e Time-bound clearance system for excavations
* Enhance Centre—-State coordination
e Use advanced techniques (DNA, carbon dating,
GIS)
* Develop site museums & digital record




Jaishankar discusses West Asia
situation with EU counterparts

LONDON

On the second day of his
Brussels visit, External Af-
fairs Minister S. Jaishankar
met with European Com-
mission President Ursula
von der Leyen and had dis-
cussions, including about
the situation in West Asia
and Ukraine. Mr. Jaishan-
kar was invited to interact
with Foreign Ministers
from the 27-member bloc,
during the EU Foreign Af-
fairs Council meeting on
Maonday, as per a state-
ment from the External Af-
fairs Ministry.

“We also discussed de-
velopments in the Middle
East and in Ukraine. De-es-
calation, stability and ener-
gy security are our shared
objectives,” Ms. Von der
Leyen said in a post on X,
about her meeting with Mr.
Jaishankar, The EU and In-
dia were focused on imple-
menting the trade deal
signed in January in New

5. Jaishankar meeting Foreign Ministers from the EU at the Foreign

Affairs Council Meeting in Brussels on Monday. am

Delhi, “as soon as possi-
ble”, she said.

‘Thanking the EU's top
diplomat Kaja Kallas for in-
viting him to the Foreign
Affairs Council, Mr. Jaish-
ankar said, “Our conversa-
tion today therefore co-
vered trade, investment,
technology, mobility and
defence in particular”

“The stronger conver-
gence between India and
the EU in a multipolar
world is also expressed in

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News
e S. Jaishankar visited Brussels; interacted with
EU leadership.
e Met Ursula von der Leyen and EU Foreign
Ministers.
e Discussions on West Asia tensions, Ukraine
conflict, India—EU trade deal, energy security.
* |India coordinated with Iran for safe passage of
ships through Strait of Hormuz.

Key Points

closer consultations” he
added, saying West Asia,
Ukraine, and the Indo-Pac-
ific were discussed at the
meeting. On Sunday, Mr.
Jaishankar publicly
thanked Armenia for the
safe evacuation of 550 In-
dian nationals from Iran.
Ahead of the meeting,
Ms. Kallas had outlined va-
rious options the EU was
considering to open the
Strait of Hormuz, a crucial

body of water through

which a quarter of the
world's oll passes.

Mr. Jaishankar had said
that India would be happy
to share what New Delhi
was doing with Tehran,
with European countries,
although he acknowledged
that every country had a
different relationship with
Iran. He had also said there
was no quid pro quo in-
volved with Iran permit-
ting the passage of two In-
dian-Nagged tankers
carrying LPG crossing the
Strait on Saturday, saying
this was based on a “histo-
ry of dealing™ with each
other.

Calling the conilict
“most unfortunate”, he
called for other countries
to engage with Tehran. The
Minister had also empha-
sised that India did not
have a "blanket arrange-
ment” with Tehran for safe
passage of ships, but it was
being arranged on a case-
by-case basis and discus-
shons were ongoing.

e India-EU strategic partnership (since 2004);

Trade & Technology Council (2022).

e EU=one of India’s largest trading partners

(~€120+ billion trade).

* Focus areas: trade, investment, technology,
mobility, defence.
e Strait of Hormuz » ~20-25% of global oil transit
(critical for India’s imports).
e EU exploring options to ensure maritime
security.
e [ndia’s Iran engagement based on case-by-case

approach (no formal arrangement).

e Evacuation of ~550 Indians - diaspora
protection capacity.

Static Linkages
e Strategic autonomy in India’s foreign policy.
e UNCLOS - freedom of navigation.
e Energy security - diversification of supply

sources.
* Importance of Gulf region for India (oil +
diaspora).

Critical Analysis
Pros
e Strengthens India-EU cooperationin a
multipolar world.
e Enhances energy security coordination.
e Boosts trade and technology partnerships.
Cons / Challenges
e Divergence on Russia-Ukraine issue.
e Dependence on unstable West Asia region.
e Delays in finalising India—EU FTA.
Way Forward
e Fast-track India-EU FTA negotiations.
e Diversify energy imports (renewables,
alternate routes).
e Strengthen maritime security cooperation.
* Enhance diplomatic engagement in West Asia.



Neighbourhood diplomacy and its West Asia challenge

ith the ginking of the: [ranian
warship, [RIS Dena, in the Indian
Oean, by the Undted Stases on
March 4, the war in West Asia
cami home to Soath Asia, With esch passing day,
the war that began on February 28 has reached
South Asiam hames in a namber of ways -
s i o

ly
tranvel, trade, food and fue for cooking and
rarsport, fertilizers, and the safety of citizens in
the West Asia region.

y 2% million South
umﬂ: lnmnsln Enclading B0 million Indians,
fve million Pakistanis, between five to sx million
Bargladishis, two million Nepalis, and simificant
arusibirs from Sei Lanka, Bhutan, and the
Maldives, Afghans - betwieen five to elght milion
—are refugees in fran. In addition, Indians make
uap about 15% of the population of safarers, or
erew aboard merchant ships worldwide, slong
with other South Asfans, all of whom are 21 risk of
harm, particularly those positioned around the
Strait of Horma, where Iran has weaponised
access. As New Delhi formulases its next steps in
the war, it Is necessary to consider not anly what
it will mean for the whode reghon but also its own
ties with each neighbour,

India’s stance could raise cychrows

It s important to recognise that New Delhi's

postuare at the start of the war - when LS. Israel

strikes kilbed Iran's Supreme Leader Ayatollah Al

Khamenei and much of his immediate family -

hasb«nmnolggpwithnmarlhcm
issued

condoling Khamene?'s death almost immediately,
the M dthe US.

on Iran and Iran's counter-attacks equally, and
the: Sri Lankan Foreign Minister offered his
condolences. In contrast, it tok South Block frve

s 1o send Foreign Secretary Vikram Miss o
the Iranian Embassy,

It nook another week for the Ministry of
External Affairs o express “grief” over the killing
of more than 150 studemts and weachers at 3
schoal for girls abutting a naval base in Minab,
Even in the wider region, a statement by Foreign
Mindsters of the Assoctation of Southeast Asian
Mations (ASEAN) criticised U.5. and lsrae] for

“Initiating” attacks, and subsequent attacks by
Iran.

This ks less about optics and more about Indla’s

— and South Aska's - cubural values: the killing of
Khameni, an 86 year oid mwkadcmra
state,

lerael two days before the strikes, and his

siatemnent in the Knesset that India would stand
with ksrael “in the moment and beyond™. But as
the horror of the escalating war mounts and the
Iranian regime demorstrates its resilience, there
s need to calibrate a more balanced response.

pasition,, of building strong
bdlcﬁluuwhhu!rymmlr)m mm
ithout

wi

The: Bharatiya Janata Party's poll losses. in the
general ehection in 2024, which resubied in Mr,
Modis first minority government within a
coalition, are also attributed fo the -Iuﬂh:lm of
unemphoyed and underemployed vouth, The

changes have impacied Indias diplomacy, as the

always kept Ilmnmmnnhmmmw
this was proven during Mr. Modi's outreach 1o
Iranian President Masoud Pezeshidan for the
m‘ihmuz

less beholden wo India.

Indlia must also recognise that its pasition as
mmlmywwd:r’mlhmpon has been
[ the IRIS Dema,

aff
In addstion, the U5
mmmmsmnmsnmka M:h\umn

joint
nurrbgmupaﬂhe cammn slr:u@c Torum

a5 a shock |o|mn;rh| the reghon. It I;sdmlnble
hat the Indian Navy immediately assisted the Sei
i and that

ing the U5, Japan, India, and Australia).
At ghelr last meeting in July 2025, the Quad
w Ministers issued a statement reaffirming

other Iranian military ships in the area. Yet, the
Indian Mavy's failure to express its

i bis " peace and stability™ in the
1M=>hdﬁc region and declaring that they

“strungly apgose any unilaieral actions that seek
to change the force or coercion™, 4

for the desths of the sallors who had recently
been its guests at India’s multinational naval
exercise MILAN 2026 and the International Fleet
Revieews in Visakhapatram in February, is difficult
o understand.

Ei ic, regional and curity
Going forward, India must rexssure its

~ other than Pakistan, which it has no
relationship with at present - that it remains

fodlowe suit if the situation worsens., India maust
abead to avoid a repeat of 202, when it had

reference 1o China, W’ih the Us bemtg
unilaterally, India must
mmlldﬂﬂslmhemarklme r?morx In(lnﬂru:
the Indian Ocean Rim Assocition (0RA), the
Calombo Security Conclave, and the Information
Fushon Centre - Indiam Ocean Reglon (IFC-I0R) so
that it is not caught unawares in the fature. South
‘Asla requires more reglonal trade, connectivity
and energy sharing platfiorms, along with more
camversations on regional security, s cach
country in the subcontinent i 2 stakeholder.

On the global stage, India’ position a5 Chiir of
thie Quad requires it to host a summit this year
when U.5. President Donald Trumg is bo visit
Iredia. But India’s Enmediate priority should be o
convene a Quad Foreign Ministers' meeting 1o

1o halt d for
several crisical mkswdea] with the crisis
eaised by the spread of the delta variant of
SARS-Cov-2. Subsequently, India’s “Vaccine
Maiari~ programame dic rmuch 1o ease those
myemories, and enforced the nesd for an "all of
Teglon” approach 1o such siuatlons,

Since 2020, South Asia has been has been
buffeted by several crises: COVIDME, mDWchaJn
lockages rom Indis-China tensions akomg the
Line of Actual Control, sanctions affecting grain,
ol and wnea amdd the Russia Ukraine conflict,
fluetuations in remitances due o constant
flare-ups In West Asia, the impact of the Trump
administration'’s tariff policy on the region's
labourinsensive appare!

and chart a more
siahle-murselor[hmxrmnmmnmﬂ
thie Wit Adia war.

New Delhi must restore the balance
e other sid Narth

R

divide, India is also die 1o convense the BRICS
Summit in 2026 - whille bringing current rivals
and BRICS members iran and the United Arab
Ernfrates b e tabde may be difficult gven
curment tensions, New Delhi's diplomatic siills
mkmﬂcﬂhhfﬂtmmroramtlcs
statement that also highlights Souh Asas
econamic and security concerns. Having

U5, Asrae] and Iran, it is time for

industry,
and seafood exponts, and ﬂummma

India 1o restore the bakance {n its West Asla

Regional pressure:

o Fuel requests from Bangladesh, Sri

Lanka, Maldives
Geopolitics:

o U.S. unilateral action challenges India’s

net security provider role

o Contradiction with QUAD principles

ek T T T s\ L T T T
ﬁ"ﬁ”mwﬂm Il o b s gt | o e oot ot
lght of Prime s Narendrs Moo 15 e SRt i G e govertanant o prer s StATIC Linkages
KEY HIGHLIGHTS e [ndia imports ~85% crude oil
Context  Strategic autonomy, balance of power
e Feb 28,2026: War begins with U.S.-Israel e SLOCs importance
strikes on Iran (killing Ayatollah Ali Khamenei).  Diaspora & remittances
* March 4,2026: U.S. sinks Iranian warship IRIS e SAGAR doctrine
Dena near Sri Lanka. .

QUAD, BRICS, IORA
e Spillover to South Asia:

o Disruption of trade, fuel, food, fertilizers
o Threat to diaspora & seafarers
e ~25 million South Asians in West Asia (~10
million Indians). e Naval assistance & regional role
e [ndians = 15% of global seafarers (risk near Concerns
Strait of Hormuz). * Perceived policy imbalance
e Risk to Iran ties (Chabahar)

Key Points e Weak regional alignment
* Strait of Hormuz: ~20% global oil trade; Iran e Energy & food security risks

Critical Analysis
Positives
e Strong ties with U.S.-Israel

has weaponised access. e Undermines neutral mediator role
e |ndia’s response:
o Delay in outreach to Iran Way Forward
o No direct criticism of U.S.-Israel, e Restore balanced diplomacy
condemned Iran’s retaliation e Diversify energy sources
* Regional reactions: * Strengthen IORA, CSC, IFC-IOR

o Bangladesh, Pakistan, Sri Lanka - o
condolences to Iran o
o Maldives ~» neutral o
o ASEAN - criticised U.S.-Israel .
Maritime role:
o Indian Navy escorted ships & aided rescue
(IRIS Dena)
o No formal condolences to Iranian sailors
e Economic impact:
o Qil price rise » inflation
o Fertilizer, food, remittance disruptions

Protect diaspora

Support neighbours (fuel, trade)
Use QUAD & BRICS for stability
Reinforce maritime leadership




Belém as a test of a new model of forest finance
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

e The 30th UN Climate Change Conference
(COP30) held in Belém, Brazil (Nov 2025)
focused strongly on tropical forest
conservation.

e Brazil launched the Tropical Forest Forever
Facility (TFFF) as a global financing mechanism
for forest protection.

e The initiative reflects a shift from “pledge-
based conservation” » “performance-based
financing.”

e Comes amid concerns of Amazon rainforest
degradation, with scientific warnings about
reaching a tipping point (IPCC reports).

* Linked to global commitments under Paris
Agreement and Global Biodiversity Framework
(Kunming-Montreal, 2022).

Key Points

* Nature of TFFF

o Rewards countries for maintaining standing
forests, not just reducing deforestation.

o Structured as an investment fund (not pure
aid) » generates returns.

Funding

o Initial commitments: $5.5 billion+

o Major contributor: Norway ($3 billion).

Inclusion Component

o At least 20% funds reserved for Indigenous
Peoples & Local Communities (IPLCs).

o Over 400 community leaders consulted
(Rainforest Foundation US).

¢ Governance Concerns
o Indigenous groups lack voting rights in core

governing bodies.

e Criticism

o Global Forest Coalition (GFC) termed it
“colonialistic.”
o Concerns over:
= Market-based approach

= |gnoring root causes: agribusiness, mining,
infrastructure
e Payment Issues
o Proposed rate: ~$4/hectare (criticized as
inadequate).
e Support Mechanisms
o Digital platform launched with:
= UNDP, FAO, WWF, GATC
o Focus: capacity building & access facilitation
e Parallel Initiative
o Forest and Climate Leaders’ Partnership (FCLP):
= $1.8 billion pledge (2026-2030) for land
tenure & community rights.

Static Linkages

e Forests act as carbon sinks (NCERT Geography —
carbon cycle).

e |PCC: Tropical forests critical for limiting warming to
1.5°C.

e Forest Rights Act, 2006 (India): Recognizes
community forest rights.

e Article 21: Right to life includes healthy
environment (SC judgments).

e CBD (1992): Emphasizes in-situ conservation &
indigenous participation.

e REDD+ mechanism: Payment for reducing emissions
from deforestation.

e Sustainable Development Goals (SDG 13 & 15).

Critical Analysis
Positives
e Shift from deforestation control » holistic forest
conservation.
e Recognizes role of indigenous communities in
ecosystem stewardship.
e Moves toward sustainable finance model (long-term
viability).
e Encourages global burden-sharing.
Concerns
e Power asymmetry:
o Indigenous communities lack real decision-
making authority.
e Market-driven approach:
o Risks commodification of forests.
e | eakages & elite capture:
o Funds may be absorbed by national
governments/intermediaries.
e |nadequate valuation:
o $4/hectare undervalues ecosystem services.
e |gnores structural drivers:
o Agribusiness expansion, mining, infrastructure

Way Forward
e Ensure voting rights for indigenous communities.
e Strengthen local governance & transparency
mechanisms.
¢ Increase valuation of ecosystem services.
e Align finance with land tenure security.
e Regulate agribusiness & extractive industries.



Beginning and end

The state must allow its citizens the right
to die with dignity

he incontrovertible nature of both life

and death makes them fiendishly difficult

to legislate or adjudicate, Interfering with
the very elemental beginning and end points of
life must seem daunting. Nothing else can explain
the long dalliance that laws have had with eutha-
nasia to facilitate the intentional ending of a life,
globally. In India, last week, the Supreme Court,
in a landmark decision, approved the withdrawal
of life support, including artificial nutrition and
hydration, for Harish Rana, who went into a per-
sistent vegetative state (PVS) following a head in-
Jjury over 12 years ago. Invoking the constitutional
idea of dignity, the Court observed that it would
not be compatible with temporarily keeping alive
a terminally ill patient who is brain dead orin a
PVS, only because it is possible to leverage techn-
ological advancements to do so. This forces a life
of indignity: patients endure a slow, agonising
death. As the end of life approaches, a loss of con-
trol over human faculties denudes life of its
meaning, it added. The Court went on to expand
the right to live with dignity under Article 21 to
encompass the right to die with dignity. In India,
in the absence of legislation on the subject, the
courts have consistently had to engage with the
euthanasia question over the vears. The Smi.
Gian Kaur vs The State Of Punjab (1996) case
might have set off the trend, but the debate en-
tered the public realm with the Aruna Shanbaug
petition in 2011, The Court, in this instance, did
not allow for euthanasia as the nurses caring for
her demurred, but went on to lay down guide-
lines for withdrawing or the withholding of med-
ical treatment or medical support to allow for
natural death, In 2018, a Supreme Court Consti-
tution Bench held that the right to die with digni-
ty is a fundamental right.

Besides benefitting Harish Rana in the instant
case, the judgment will undoubtedly make it easy
for terminally ill patients and their families ‘to let
go'. As technology advances in leaps and bounds,
moare life-preserving hacks will become available
to all who are able to pay for them but could
erode the patient’s dignity. The judgment is in-
tended to introduce compassion into end-of-life
care for patients with unalterable medical condi-
tions. The concept of a living will, a legal docu-
ment empowering individuals to state their pre-
ferences for medical treatment in situations
where they become incapacitated, vegetative or
are unable to communicate, again endorsed by
the Court, must also be popularised. In the grey
zomes, it is the law that can give people the cour-
age to take the right call.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context
e Supreme Court allowed withdrawal of life
support (including artificial nutrition &
hydration) for a patient in Persistent
Vegetative State (PVS) for 12+ years.
e Reaffirmed that Right to Life (Article 21)
includes Right to Die with Dignity.
e Strengthens earlier judgments on passive
euthanasia and living will.

Key Points

e Passive euthanasia permitted:
Withdrawal/withholding of life-sustaining
treatment under safeguards.

¢ Active euthanasia illegal in India.

e Living Will valid: Individuals can decide future
medical treatment if incapacitated.

e Dignity principle: Artificial prolongation of life
may violate dignity.

e Applies to terminally ill, brain-dead, or PVS
patients.

e Courts filling gap due to absence of specific
legislation.

Important Judgments

e 1996 - Gian Kaur Case: No fundamental right
to die.

e 2011 - Aruna Shanbaug Case: Allowed passive
euthanasia with guidelines.

e 2018 - Common Cause Case: Recognized living
will + right to die with dignity.

e 2026 - Present Case: Expanded practical
applicability; simplified withdrawal process.

Static Linkages
e Article 21 - Life includes dignity.
» Difference: Active vs Passive euthanasia.
e Doctrine of informed consent.
e Ethical principles: Autonomy, Beneficence,
Non-maleficence.
* Role of judiciary in policy vacuum.

Critical Analysis
Pros
¢ Upholds human dignity.
* Provides clarity for doctors & families.
e Encourages patient autonomy (living will).
Cons
e Risk of misuse/coercion.
* No comprehensive law yet.
e Ethical dilemma for medical professionals.
e Low awareness of living wills.

Way Forward
e Enact comprehensive euthanasia law.
* Promote living will awareness.
e Strengthen palliative care.
e Ensure strict safeguards & medical boards.
e Create standard national guidelines.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News
e War began on 28 February 2026 between Iran,
Israel, and the United States.
* [srael launched strikes targeting Iran’s nuclear
and military infrastructure.
e The U.S. supported militarily but lacked clarity
on long-term objectives.
* |ran retaliated by expanding conflict to the
Gulf region and Strait of Hormuz.
¢ Leadership transition: Mojtaba Khamenei
appointed Supreme Leader after the death of
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.

Key Points
e |ran’s Core Strategy: Regime survival is the top
priority since 1979 Revolution.
IRGC Role:
o Parallel force to regular army
o Protects ideological regime, not just
borders
* |srael’s Objective: Regime change in Iran
(eliminate Islamic Republic).
e U.S. Objective: Unclear; oscillates between:
o Nuclear disarmament
o Regime change
o Negotiated settlement
e Strategic Divergence:
o Israel » Regime change
o U.S.~ Limited military + diplomatic
flexibility
* [ran’s Response Strategy:
o Expand war geographically
o Target Gulf states
o Disrupt Strait of Hormuz (*20% global oil
trade)
e Qutcome Dynamics:
o Limited war - Iran rebuilds capacity
o Regime change attempt - prolonged
instability

Static Linkages

e Balance of Power in West Asia

¢ Deterrence & Asymmetric Warfare
Strategic importance of Strait of Hormuz
Proxy warfare (Hezbollah, Hamas)
e Energy security & global oil supply chains
* Sovereignty vs external intervention

Critical Analysis
Positives (Iran Strategy)
e Clear doctrine: survival-first
e Strong institutional backing (IRGC)
e Strategic use of geography
Concerns
e Economic strain due to sanctions
e Escalation risk » regional war
¢ Internal instability
Israel
e Clear objective (regime change)
¢ Risk of prolonged conflict
u.s.
e Policy inconsistency
* Weak strategic clarity

Way Forward

¢ Diplomatic resolution via multilateral
platforms

* Revival of nuclear negotiations (JCPOA-type
framework)

e De-escalation in Gulf region

e Ensuring stability of energy supply chains

¢ |ndia: maintain strategic neutrality + energy
diversification



‘For persons with disabilities,
doorstotheatres now open

ANY OF us grew up watching and discussing
iconic scenes from our favourite Bollywood
maovies. The reunbon in Kebhi Khaeshi Kabhie
Gharen, the fareweellin Kl HoNa Ho, theromance
and Enﬁmtupﬁmdeﬁned Kiaeh Kuuch Hota Fai
arecul friends.
quote, f; sisit, and soctal ' Yet, asablind
person, Iwas Largely deprived of those shared experiences. Teould
nmind.ependenrlvengnpem.thmﬁln'xs That exclusionwas
ot I about belng cut off from
aculm:slcnnwsaﬂ.mhl.‘lmat s settochange now.

From March 15, every new film released in India must carry
audiodescription for personswithvisual impaimment and same-
language captions for persons with hearing impairment. This
historic moment is the culmination of a long and hard-won
struggle for accessibility in the entertainment ecosystem.

The legal foundation was laid nearly a decade aga, Section 42
ofthe Rights of Persons with Disabilities (RPwI) Act, enacted in
2017, obligates the government 1o ensure that content in elec-
tronic media is accompanied by sccessibility features such as
auctio deseription and captions. For years, this remained largely
on paper. In 2023, four petitioners in the Delhi HC complained
aboutthelackofaccessibility featuresin the film Pathaan. Three
ofthe petitionerswere blind, and one hada hearing Impairment.
Thadthe privilegeof representing them incourt. Their grievance
was simple: In an age when technology makes access easy, why
should people with disabilities remain excluded? The court di-
reched that Pathaan incdude accessibility features inits OTT ne-
lease, :lmlaLw:rsuucted.llmMmJaryoﬁnﬁmnamnand Brwd
castingto oree accessibilit
across the film ind

The mnnmwmpllu! On March 15, 2024, it released the

“Guidelines of Accessibility Standards in the Public Exhibition
of Feature Films in Cinema Theatres for Persons with Hearing
and Visual Impainment.” Cliuse 6.1 created a clear, time-bound
manda.l.c Al new films must include audio description and

by March 15, 2026, For ilirymad film:
mmmmﬂwmmmnwdmmmwm

alreadyapplied. Now. the mandate becomes universal.
Thisis nosmall feat. Practically speaking, accessibility incin-
Inanagewhen  emas isenabled through mebile technology. Specialised appli-
technology cations synchronise with the audio track of a film playing in the
mikes theatre. These apps deliver audlo descriptions and captions in
Wh)' the pauses between dialogues aswell asa textual depiction of the

should people
with hility of Content on platforms of Publishers of Online Curated

disabilities Content (OTT platforms) provide a far longer compliance time-

= line, Underthese rules, new OTT content must be bom acoessitbe

remain only in & phased manner, three years after the guidelines conme
excluded from  imtoforee. This makes neither logical nor commercial sense,

oneofthe most the broader shift is iable, Formillions of

Endl:ms with disabilities, cinema has long been a closad door,
powerful FormS o 15 marks the day that the door beginstoopen.

of storytelling?

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context
e Government mandated that from March 15,
2026, all films released in India must include:
o Audio Description (AD) for visually
impaired

The writer ks co-founder, Mizsion Accessibilty

o Same Language Subtitles (SLS) for hearing

impaired

e Based on Guidelines of Accessibility Standards

(2024) by Ministry of Information &
Broadcasting.

e Legal basis: Section 42, RPwD Act, 2016.

* Triggered by Delhi High Court (2023) case on
lack of accessibility in films.

Key Points
* Mandatory accessibility for all new films from
2026.
e Already required for:
o National Award eligibility
o Multilingual films
e Technology:
o Mobile apps sync with movie audio to
deliver AD & captions.
e OTT platforms:
o Given phased compliance (up to 3 years).
* Beneficiaries:
o ~2.68 crore PwDs (Census 2011).
e Ministry of 1&B responsible for
implementation.

Static Linkages

Article 14 - Equality before law

Article 21 — Right to dignity

Article 41 - Assistance to disabled

UNCRPD - Rights of persons with disabilities
Inclusive development & social justice

Role of assistive technology

Critical Analysis
Positives

Promotes inclusive access to culture
Strengthens rights-based framework
Aligns with global conventions (UNCRPD)
Encourages assistive tech innovation

Challenges

Compliance cost for film industry

Lack of trained professionals

Weak enforcement mechanism

OTT delay reduces effectiveness

Digital divide (smartphone dependency)

Way Forward

Subsidies/incentives for accessible filmmaking
Standardisation of accessibility norms

Faster OTT compliance

Skill development in accessibility services
Strong monitoring & enforcement

Awareness among stakeholders
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India’s new GDP data
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News
e The Ministry of Statistics and Programme
Implementation released a new GDP series
with a revised base year (2022-23).
¢ |ndia periodically revises GDP base years
(earlier: 2011-12, 2004-05,1999-2000).
e Concerns have emerged over rising “statistical
discrepancies” in GDP estimates.
* Despite overall GDP growth (~7%), core
components (consumption, investment,
government spending) show lower growth.
* Discrepancies have surged to ¥4.9 lakh crore
(FY26), raising questions on data reliability.

Key Points

* GDP Definition: Total market value of all final
goods and services produced within a country.
¢ Base Year Revision:
o Reflects structural economic changes.
o Updates price indices, sector weights, and
methodologies.
e Two Approaches to GDP:
o Production (GVA): Measures value added
across sectors.
o Expenditure (GDP): Sum of consumption,
investment, government spending, net
exports.
* |dentity:
e GDP =GVA + Net Indirect Taxes
e Discrepancies:
o Arise due to data gaps, especially in
expenditure estimates.
o |deally should be <2% of GDP (as per
experts like Pronab Sen).
e Current Trend:
o Discrepancies sharply rising in recent
years.

o Increase more visible in real GDP (inflation-

adjusted) than nominal GDP.
e Deflator Issue:

o Real GDP depends on price deflators.

o Poor-quality inflation data leads to measurement
errors.

o MOoSPlincreased deflators from 180 » 600+ to
improve accuracy.

Static Linkages

e National income accounting uses three methods:
production, income, expenditure.

e Base year revision ensures constant price
comparisons and removes distortions.

e Private Final Consumption Expenditure (PFCE) =
largest GDP component (~60%).

e Gross Fixed Capital Formation (GFCF) reflects
investment and economic capacity.

¢ [nflation measurement via GDP deflator vs CPI/WPI
differences.

e Statistical systems guided by UN System of National
Accounts (SNA).

Critical Analysis
Positives
e Base year revision improves accuracy and relevance.
e Use of more deflators (600+) enhances sectoral
precision.
e Aligns with international statistical standards (SNA).
Concerns
e Rising discrepancies undermine credibility of GDP
data.
e Weak expenditure data (especially informal sector)
creates measurement gaps.
¢ Divergence between real and nominal GDP raises
inflation doubts.
e QOver-reliance on production-side estimates biases
results.
Stakeholder Perspective
e Government: Emphasizes improved methodology and
future revisions.
e Economists: Concerned about data transparency and
reliability.
e Investors/Markets: Depend on accurate GDP for
policy and investment decisions.
Key Challenges
e Capturing informal sector activity.
e Improving timeliness and quality of data collection.
e Ensuring robust inflation measurement (deflators).

Way Forward

e Strengthen real-time data collection systems (GST,
digital payments integration).

e Improve survey coverage of informal sector.

e Enhance transparency in methodology and revisions.

e Regular audit of statistical systems by independent
bodies.

e Better coordination between MoSPI, RBI, and other
agencies.

e |nvestin data infrastructure and statistical capacity
building.
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