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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context Static Points

e A woman from Manipur was recently assaulted ¢ |ndia’s constitutional framework emphasizes
and racially abused in Delhi’s Malviya Nagar, unity in diversity.
where teenagers used racial slurs and e Fundamental rights guarantee non-
physically attacked her. discrimination and equal protection of law.

e Theincident occurred shortly after three e Cultural diversity is protected through
students from Arunachal Pradesh faced racial fundamental duties and minority safeguards.
abuse from neighbours in Delhi. * Internal migration is an important aspect of

* These cases highlight persistent racism, national integration and economic mobility.
stereotyping, and discrimination faced by
people from Northeast India in mainland cities. Critical Analysis

e Theissue recalls the 2014 death of Nido Concerns
Taniam, a student from Arunachal Pradesh e Racial discrimination against Northeast
who died after a racist assault in Delhi, which citizens continues despite policy measures.
led to nationwide protests. e Lack of awareness about Northeast culture,

¢ Following that incident, the Government history, and identity.
constituted the M.P. Bezbaruah Committee to * Racism often appears in informal spaces such
examine discrimination against people from as housing, workplaces, and public transport.
the Northeast. * No specific anti-racism law in India.

Positive Developments
Key Points ¢ |nstitutional mechanisms like special police

e Migration Trend cells and helplines.

o Students and professionals from the eight * Government recognition of the issue through
Northeastern states migrate to cities like the Bezbaruah Committee.
Delhi for education, jobs, and healthcare. e Growing public debate about racial equality

e Common Forms of Discrimination and inclusion.

o Racial slurs based on facial features and
appearance. Way Forward
o Stereotyping of Northeast women e Introduce specific legal provisions against
regarding lifestyle and morality. racial discrimination as recommended by the
o Housing discrimination due to food habits Bezbaruah Committee.
(e.g., pork, fermented foods). e Improve representation of Northeast history
o Social exclusion and harassment in public and culture in school curricula.
spaces. e Conduct sensitization programs in universities,

e Government Measures police forces, and workplaces.

o M.P. Bezbaruah Committee (2014) to study e Strengthen institutional grievance mechanisms
discrimination issues. and community support networks.

o Special Cell for Northeastern States ¢ Promote cultural exchange and awareness
established by Delhi Police. programmes to reduce stereotypes.




Oil prices reflect geopolitical risks, not only supply
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News
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e The West Asia conflict involving Israel and Iran
has caused a sharp surge in global oil prices.

e Brent crude increased from about $57.56 per
barrel (Dec 2025) to nearly $118 per barrel,
crossing the $100 mark.

e The conflict has threatened major maritime oil
routes such as the Strait of Hormuz and Bab el-
Mandeb, increasing global energy insecurity.

e Even without actual production cuts,
geopolitical tensions have sidelined nearly
20% of global oil supply, leading to market

volatility.

Key Points

1. Strategic Oil Chokepoints

e Strait of Hormuz

o About 20% of global oil consumption
passes through it.
o Located between Iran and Oman.
¢ Bab el-Mandeb Strait
o Connects Red Sea with Gulf of Aden.
o Nearly 10% of global seaborne crude trade
passes through this route.
¢ Suez Canal Corridor
o Important route connecting Europe and
Asia energy trade.
2. Geopolitical Risk Premium
¢ Qil prices now include a “geopolitical risk
premium” beyond supply-demand
fundamentals.
* Prices fluctuate 5-10% within days due to
diplomatic or military developments.

3. Maritime and Supply Chain Impact

Conflict increases war-risk insurance premiums,
freight costs of oil tankers, and shipping rerouting
and delays.

Daily rates of supertankers have doubled in
recent months.

4. Qil as a Political Tool

After the Russia-Ukraine war, Russia redirected
crude exports to Asian markets.

Energy trade increasingly depends on sanctions,
payment systems, and geopolitical alignments.

5. Financialization of Oil Markets

Oilis traded via futures, options, and derivatives.
Investors treat oil as an inflation hedge and risk
asset.

Hence prices often respond to expectations
rather than actual shortages.

6. Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR)

G-7 countries proposed releasing about 400
million barrels of oil to stabilize markets.

SPRs are used not only for supply shortage but
also to stabilize market sentiment.

7. Energy Transition Context

Global oil demand still exceeds 105 million barrels
per day.

Oil remains crucial for aviation, transport, and
petrochemicals.

8. Implications for India

India imports over 85% of crude oil requirements.
High oil prices can widen Current Account Deficit
(CAD), increase inflation, and pressure the rupee
and fiscal deficit.

Static Linkages

India Strategic Petroleum Reserve Locations:
Visakhapatnam, Mangaluru, Padur; additional sites
planned at Chandikhol and Padur Phase-II.

Major Global Oil Producers: United States, Saudi
Arabia, Russia.

Key Energy Organizations: OPEC, OPEC+,
International Energy Agency (IEA).

Energy Security Dimensions: Availability,
Accessibility, Affordability, Sustainability.

Critical Analysis
Advantages / Strategic Opportunities

Encourages energy diversification and reduced
dependence on single regions.

Promotes development of strategic petroleum
reserves.

Strengthens India’s maritime security and energy
diplomacy.

Accelerates transition to renewable energy and
green fuels.



Challenges

Persistent high prices increase import bills and
inflation in India.

Shipping disruptions may create supply chain
instability.

Geopolitical tensions weaken the predictability
of global energy markets.

Oil markets increasingly influenced by financial
speculation.

Way Forward

Diversification of Oil Imports: Increase
sourcing from Africa, Latin America, and the
us.

Expansion of Strategic Petroleum Reserves:
Increase storage capacity to ensure supply
security.

Energy Transition: Promote renewables, green
hydrogen, biofuels, and electric mobility.
Maritime Security: Strengthen monitoring of
Indian Ocean sea lanes and chokepoints.
Energy Diplomacy: Deepen engagement with
OPECH+, Gulf countries, and emerging
producers.

Domestic Energy Efficiency: Encourage fuel
efficiency and demand management policies.




Building India’s climate resilience with water at the core
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

COP-30 (30th United Nations Climate Change
Conference) was held in Belém, Brazil
(November 2025) and was termed the “COP of
Implementation.”

It focused on operationalising climate
adaptation commitments, especially those
under the UAE Framework for Global Climate
Resilience (UAE-FGCR) adopted at COP-28
(Dubai).

The conference introduced Belém Adaptation
Indicators (59 indicators) to measure global
progress on climate adaptation.

For the first time, Water, Sanitation and
Hygiene (WASH) systems were integrated into
global climate adaptation accountability
frameworks.

The development highlights the central role of
water systems in climate resilience,
particularly for developing countries like India.

Key Points

59 Belém Adaptation Indicators aim to
measure adaptation progress globally.
Two major thematic clusters:

1. Climate-Resilient Water and Sanitation Systems

Reducing climate-induced water scarcity.
Building resilience to floods and droughts.
Ensuring universal access to safe drinking
water.

Upgrading sanitation systems to withstand
climate shocks.

2. Risk Governance and Early Warning Systems

Universal Multi-Hazard Early Warning Systems
by 2027.

Strengthening hydrometeorological services.
Updating national vulnerability and risk
assessments by 2030.

Climate Change Impacts Through Water

Floods and droughts intensifying due to
climate change.

Glacial melt threatening Himalayan river
systems.

Saltwater intrusion affecting coastal
groundwater.

Erratic monsoon patterns impacting food
security.

Emissions and Agriculture

Agriculture contributes ~40% of anthropogenic
methane emissions (IPCC).
Major sources:

o Rice cultivation

o Livestock systems

o Organic waste

Key Climate Adaptation Strategies

Water-use efficiency in agriculture.
Wastewater treatment and reuse.
Groundwater recharge.

Climate-resilient sanitation infrastructure.

Static Linkages

India receives ~75-80% of annual rainfall from
the southwest monsoon.

Groundwater accounts for ~85% of rural
drinking water supply and ~50-60% of
irrigation (CGWB).

Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction
(2015-2030) emphasises early warning
systems.

Paris Agreement (2015) emphasises both
mitigation and adaptation.

Disaster Management Act, 2005 created the
NDMA-led disaster governance framework.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Moves climate governance from commitments
to measurable implementation.

Recognises water as the primary medium
through which climate change impacts
societies.

Promotes integrated water-food-climate nexus
policy frameworks.

Supports developing countries by highlighting
adaptation needs rather than only mitigation
targets.

Challenges
e Adaptation finance gap: Global requirement

estimated around $1.3 trillion annually by
2035.

e Water scarcity and uneven distribution in

India.

¢ Fragmented hydrological data systems

affecting climate planning.



* |nstitutional coordination issues across

central, state and local governments.
India’s Preparedness

* Ministry of Jal Shakti (2019) integrated water
governance.

* National Aquifer Mapping and Management
Programme (NAQUIM) for groundwater
management.

* National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG)
integrating river rejuvenation with ecological
restoration.

e Water Vision 2047 emphasises sustainable and
climate-resilient water systems.

Way Forward

* Integrate climate adaptation indicators into
national water missions such as Jal Jeevan
Mission and Atal Bhujal Yojana.

* Increase adaptation finance through global
climate funds and domestic climate budgeting.

e Develop Al-driven integrated hydrological data
platforms for real-time planning.

* Promote nature-based solutions such as
watershed management, wetland conservation
and river rejuvenation.

e Strengthen community participation in water
governance through local institutions.

e Expand early warning systems and
hydrometeorological networks in climate-
vulnerable regions.




House decorum

The ruling party and the Opposition

must rise above partisanship

he Lok Sabha rejected by voice vote, on

March 11, a resehution under Artiche S4(0)

of the Constitution for the removal of Lok
Sabha Speaker Om Eirla from office, but only af
ter a hostile debate on the functioning of the
House deepened the wedge between the gowerne:
ment and the Opposition. In principle, Parlia-
ment ks the foundation of representative democ-
racy, and its routine functions act as an
instrument that holds the cabinet accoumtable.
As a forum for government-Opposition interac-
tiom, it s meant 1o operate in 3 structured, meth-
ondical way. Single-party dominance has eroded
all these formal and informal funcrions of legisla-
tures a2 all levels, and the Lok Sabha, sadly, has
become a platform for politieal partisanship. in
recent years, the chairs of the Lok Sabha and the
Rajya Sabha have been dragged into political con-
flict, in 2024, there was an Opposition resolution
1o remove Jagdeep Dhankhar as Rajya Sabha
Chairman. Though the resolution did not pass,
he resigned as Vice-President for unexplained
reasons. The Opposition has raised concerns ov-
er the Lok Sabha's functioning, but what precip-
itated their protest into a formal resclution for
Mr. Birla's remaoval was, passibly, his statement
that he had confidential knowledge that Congress
women MPs might act against Prime Minister Ka-
rendra Modi on the House floor.

Oppasition MPs are routinely denied the op-
portunity 1o rase substantive sues, though the
government cites statistics in its rebuntal. The
Speaker hacd Leader of the O
{Lok Sabha) Rahul Gandhi from quoting former
Army Chiel M_M. Raravane's unpublished me-
mair, which discusses Prime Minister Narendra
Maodi's role in the 2020 military standofl with Chi-
na. The microphones of Opposition MPs ase fre-
quently switched off during debates. The Opposi-
tion has pointed out that in February, Mr. Gandhi
was interrupted 20 times while speaking during
the Motlon of Thanks 1o the President’s Address
and also blocked from raising the Gauam Adand
irvestigation issue in the ULS. and the EU-US.
wrade deal. The government argued that the Op-
posiion was given 56% of Zero Hour dme, and
that NDA MPs, despite their majority, received
32 supplementary questions against the Oppast
tiom’s 364 during his tenure. Home Minister Amit
Shah said that the House's productivity during
Mr. Birla's tenure had been high and that it had
debated in 14 regional languages. Mr. Shah also
comered Mr. Gandhi for being frequently absent
from the House. The reselution and the debate
manifested a deeply fractured polity in need of
urgent corrective measures, The ruling majority
and the Opposition must rise above partisanship
and restore the majesty of Parliament,

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

* On 11 March 2026, the Lok Sabha rejected by
voice vote a resolution seeking the removal of
Speaker Om Birla.

¢ The motion was moved by the Opposition
under Article 94(c) of the Constitution.

* The debate highlighted growing tensions
between the government and Opposition
regarding the functioning of Parliament.

* The government defended the Speaker citing
high productivity of the House, while the
Opposition alleged restrictions on raising
important issues.

Key Points
e Removal Motion
o Moved under Article 94(c) of the
Constitution.
o Requires a resolution passed by a majority
of all the then members of the Lok Sabha.
o The resolution against the Speaker was
rejected by voice vote.
* Opposition’s Concerns
o Alleged frequent interruptions during
speeches.
o Claims that microphones of Opposition
MPs were switched off during debates.
o Alleged restrictions on raising issues such
as:
= Quoting former Army Chief M.M.
Naravane’s unpublished memoir.

m Raising international investigations involving
Indian corporate groups.
e Government’s Response
o Opposition was allotted 56% of Zero Hour time.
o Opposition MPs asked 364 supplementary
questions, while NDA MPs asked 321.
o Parliamentary debates were conducted in 14
regional languages.
o Government highlighted high productivity of the
Lok Sabha during the Speaker’s tenure.
e Political Context
o Increasing politicisation of presiding officers in
Parliament.
o In 2024, aresolution was moved to remove the
Rajya Sabha Chairman (Vice-President) though it
did not succeed.

Static Linkages
e Article 93 - Lok Sabha shall choose Speaker and
Deputy Speaker.
e Article 94 - Speaker may vacate office by:
o Resignation to the Deputy Speaker.
o Removal by resolution passed by majority of all
the then members of the House.
e Speaker continues in office even after dissolution of
Lok Sabha until the new House elects a Speaker.
e The Speaker:
o Presides over Lok Sabha proceedings.
o Decides admissibility of motions and questions.
o Certifies Money Bills (Article 110).
o Decides disqualification under the Tenth
Schedule (Anti-Defection Law).

Critical Analysis
Concerns
e Perceived decline in neutrality of presiding officers.
e Majoritarian dominance affecting deliberative
democracy.
e Reduced space for Opposition scrutiny of the
executive.
e Frequent disruptions weakening legislative debate.
Government View
e High legislative productivity.
e Statistical evidence of Opposition participation.
e Disruptions often caused by Opposition protests.
Implication
e Growing polarisation in Parliament.
e Potential weakening of institutional credibility of
legislatures.

Way Forward

e Strengthen neutrality and independence of the
Speaker’s office.

e Ensure equal speaking opportunities for
government and Opposition.

e Improve parliamentary discipline and attendance of
MPs.

e Increase reliance on department-related
parliamentary committees for detailed scrutiny.

e Encourage consensus-based parliamentary
functioning.



Another barrier
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el o Zambia: Menstrual leave policy exists but

motions for women. In couniries where .

menstrual leave policies exist, they are ecither concerns about misuse.

poorly enforced or ane net opted for by most wo-

men. In Spain, legislation enacted in 2023, and

halledrc:s *... historic .., hwnrirrdnst prugrhcu;';.

saw few women exercising the right a year Later. o .

e Static Linkages

Jon From 23.3% in 2001718 to 41.7% in H H Hr

202324, drven argey by rual omen etering » Equality before law and prohibition of
work due 1o distress, insecure employment and

unpaid houschold work, In this context, a blan- discrimination on the basis of sex.

ket menstrual leave palicy coukd be counterpro-

om0t By Bmmaded, B Dot  Directive Principle requiring the State to ensure
unenforceable. Providing free samitary products
N N o dnowiag ot humane conditions of work and maternity relief.
%ﬁm}iﬂ%ﬁ%ﬁ%  Labour welfare and working conditions fall
Pt T e T S under the Concurrent List.
KEY HIGHLIGHTS e Protection of dignity and health of workers as
Context part of the right to life.
* On 13 March 2026, the Supreme Court (two-
judge bench headed by CJI Surya Kant) Critical Analysis
refused to entertain a petition seeking a Advantages
mandatory law for menstrual leave for women * Recognises women’s biological and health
workers and students. needs.
e The Court observed that compulsory * May improve workplace inclusivity and well-
menstrual leave may unintentionally reduce being.
employment opportunities for women and e Helps women suffering from severe menstrual
could lead to discrimination in hiring and disorders.
promotions. Concerns
e The Court suggested that States may adopt * Hiring discrimination against women
voluntary policies after consultation with employees.
stakeholders. * May reinforce biological determinism in
workplaces.
Key Points e Difficult to implement in the informal sector.
e Existing State Initiatives * Women may avoid using leave due to stigma.
o QOdisha: One additional menstrual leave per
month for women government employees Way Forward
up to 55 years. e Adopt flexible menstrual leave or wellness
o Kerala: Menstrual leave allowed for female leave policies rather than mandatory
trainees in ITIs and universities. provisions.
o Karnataka: One day menstrual leave per * Provide sanitary products and health facilities
month for women employees (up to 52 at workplaces.
years) in public and private sectors; order e Strengthen gender-sensitive workplace policies.
challenged in High Court. e Ensure legal safeguards against discrimination
e Health Concerns in hiring and promotions.
o Many women experience severe menstrual * Improve formalisation of employment to
pain and disorders such as: extend labour protections to women workers.




What could have been done to averta
cooking gas crisis —and wasn’t
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News
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o Domestic exploration through Hydrocarbon
Exploration and Licensing Policy (HELP) and Open
Acreage Licensing Policy (OALP).

o QOverseas investments in oil fields by ONGC Videsh
Limited (OVL).

o Energy diplomacy with Middle East, Russia, Central
Asia and Africa.

Government Initiatives

o Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY) for LPG
access to poor households.

o Expansion of natural gas infrastructure and city gas
distribution networks.

o Target to increase natural gas share in India’s
energy mix to 15% by 2030.

Static Linkages

e |ndia’s heavy dependence on imported oil and

LPG has raised concerns after escalating

geopolitical tensions in West Asia and risks of

disruption in the Strait of Hormuz, a key global

oil transit chokepoint.
* |ndiaimports about 85-90% of crude oil and

nearly 60% of its LPG demand, making the .

country vulnerable to global conflicts and

supply shocks.
e The Israel-Hamas conflict (2023) and

subsequent regional tensions highlighted the
possibility of closure of critical maritime
chokepoints affecting energy supplies.

e Concerns emerged over India’s limited
strategic reserves of LPG, despite having R

strategic crude oil reserves.

* The government has invoked the Essential .

Commodities Act, 1955 and intensified LPG
procurement efforts from multiple countries
to stabilise domestic supply.

Key Points .
e High Import Dependence
o Crude oil import dependence: ~85-90%. o

o LPG import dependence: ~60%.

o Indiais the second-largest LPG consumer

in the world.
e Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR)
o Underground storage facilities at:
= Visakhapatnam
= Mangaluru

Padur

o Additional reserves planned under Phase-l| .
(Chandikhol and Padur expansion).

* Major Global Energy Chokepoints
o Strait of Hormuz
o Bab-el-Mandeb Strait
o Suez Canal

e Energy Security Strategies

Energy resources are fundamental for industrial growth
and economic development.

Strategic reserves are maintained to ensure supply
during wars, disasters, or global disruptions.

Maritime chokepoints influence global trade and energy
transportation routes.

Natural gas is considered a relatively cleaner transition
fuel compared to coal and oil.

Geopolitical stability of resource-rich regions
significantly affects energy-importing countries.

Critical Analysis
Strengths

Diversification of import sources reduces reliance on a
single region.

Strategic petroleum reserves help buffer short-term
supply disruptions.

Expansion of LPG access improves energy access and
public health.

International energy diplomacy strengthens India’s
geopolitical influence.

Challenges

Excessive dependence on West Asian energy supplies.
Limited strategic LPG storage capacity compared to
crude reserves.

Domestic hydrocarbon exploration remains limited due
to geological constraints.

Vulnerability to global price volatility and maritime
chokepoint disruptions.

Stakeholder Concerns

Consumers affected by LPG price volatility.
Government balancing energy affordability and fiscal
burden of subsidies.

Oil PSUs responsible for ensuring stable supply and
infrastructure expansion.

Way Forward

Expand strategic reserves for LPG and natural gas, not
only crude oil.

Accelerate domestic hydrocarbon exploration using
advanced technology.

Diversify import sources across Africa, Americas and
Central Asia.

Strengthen renewable energy transition to reduce fossil
fuel dependence.



NCERT must heed the lesson
in the Court’s rebuke
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Thesection on
coFruption in
the judiciary
has exposed

vulnerabilities

inthe
preparation of
textbooks and
dented the
credibility of
the NCERT,
built oversix
decades

HE NCERT has disturbed the
highest court of India, and its
credibility stands bruised.
Anger and anguish have been
expressed in no uncertain  fil

terms by the Supreme Court of India over
asection on corruption in the judiclary.
Onie lsshocked and disturbed by all that has
folkvwed media reports onacertain chapter
inaClass VIl Soclal Sclence textbook.
Onabroader canvas, the instinutional
relationship between these bodles
desarves tol a4 lah

Court, Presumably, they never got an op-

portunity to present their case. None of

them is an NCERT academic, yet their rep-

utations stand tarnkshed. As a lay person,
1 AP —— inad .

¥
one wonders whether such a situation
should be inflicted upon any citizen with-
out being given anopportunity to present
Ius or her version.

One also wonders how the NCERT
could publish books without ensuring that
someone s fully responsible for suktability

fth The NCERT has around 500

levels of professional competence and
the delivery of justice toall — whether an
individual, aninstitution, or an organdsa-
tion. Public institutions are expected to
e mutually supportive in thelr pursuitof
excellence. Institutional credibility is
a consequence of the competence,

academics, including teachers. The prac-
tice followed in the preparation of text-
books up to 2004 was to solicit expert ad-
vice from across the country to ensure the
national character of the output, but the
final responsibility rested with the regular

commitment, and contelbutions of its
internal professionals.

The SC enjoys the trust and confl-
dence of every Indian. There are otherin-
stitutlons that akse make Indlans proud.
The NCERT Isone of them, an institution
that Iserved for three decades asa profes-
sor, including five years as its director.
The NCERT s an autonomous body ere-
ated and funded by the Government of
India. It nurtures the furure of India and
attempis to transform innocent persons
inte responsible personalities. Itsustains
dynamisminsducation and prepares the
woung in their pursuit of knowledge. The
judiciary at every level consists of judges
and Lawyers who hold the NCERT in great
respect. From extensive personal experi-
Ence, one can say that they have never
hesitated to express their gratitude to
the organisation.

However, thesection on cormuption in
the judiciary has exposed vulnerabilities
in the preparation of textbooks
and, it must be stated unhesitatingly,
dented the credibility of the NCERT,
crediblity that has been bullt over six dec-
ades by Its academics, many of whom

academic experts of the NCERT. Morally
and ethically, everyword published by the
NCERT Isthe responsibllity of the director.
vy appear harsh on my par, but an or-
ganigation entrusted with educating the
young inhuman values must also practise
thosevalues. Autonomy necessarily brings
accountability. The ministry cannot be
faulted forwhat Is fully and completely the
respansibility of the NCERT.

I was privileged to be a member of the
committee sat up by the Government of
India under the chairmanship of Chief
Justice J § Verma to concepiualise ways
toteach Fundamental Dutles to citizens.
Though the focus was on duties, itwas not
poasible to do justice to the assigned tack
without bringing in the mutuality of
rights and duties, fundamental rights in-
cluded. The report quoted Mahatma Gan-
dhi: *Tleamed from my illiterate but wise
mother that all rights to be deserved and
preserved come from duties well done.”
It deserves to be recalled and analysed in
the present context.

The NCERT must play its role with
reassured professional competence and
confidence. Let it help prepare the best
minds, including those who may serve at

h Joyed great for their
illustrious contributions.
ThesC passed a judgment on March 11,

imposing a ban on three senior profe:
1 {on with the ch

cormuption. Thelr names were Included in
hy wn meade by the NCERT tothe

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News
e The **Supreme Court of India expressed
concern over a Class VIl Social Science

textbook prepared by the National Council of
Educational Research and Training (NCERT)
that contained a section discussing corruption

in the judiciary.

On 11 March, the Supreme Court took note of

ylevel of the judiclary. Let the NCERT
receive the reverence of a national guru
from everyone, including the Supreme
Courtof India.

The writer, former director of NCERT, works in
education, social cobasion and refgious amity

the issue and barred three professionals

associated with the chapter from participating

in further textbook-related work.
The issue triggered debate on academic

autonomy, institutional accountability, and

credibility of public institutions.
The controversy also exposed procedural

lapses in textbook preparation and content

review mechanisms.

Key Points

NCERT is an autonomous institution under the

Ministry of Education, responsible for

curriculum design, textbook preparation, and

educational research.
The Supreme Court raised concerns about
content affecting the credibility of the

judiciary.

The case highlighted lack of clear
accountability in textbook authorship and

review.

Traditionally, NCERT textbooks are prepared

through:

o Expert committees and academic
consultations
o Peer review by subject specialists
o Final approval by NCERT authorities
The controversy reflects tension between
institutional respect and academic discussion
of governance issues.

Static Linkages

NCERT established in 1961 to assist and advise
governments on school education.

Article 19(1)(a) guarantees freedom of speech
and expression, including academic
expression.

Article 51A (Fundamental Duties) emphasises
promotion of harmony, scientific temper, and
responsible citizenship.

Separation of powers ensures institutional
balance among legislature, executive, and
judiciary.

Judicial accountability mechanisms include in-
house procedures and removal of judges under
Article 124(4).

Critical Analysis
Issues Highlighted

Weak textbook review and content validation
system in NCERT.

Potential conflict between academic freedom
and institutional respect.

Questions regarding due process for experts
whose names were submitted to the court.

Institutional Concerns

Risk of erosion of credibility of national
institutions.

Possibility of self-censorship in educational
discourse.

Need for clear responsibility within
autonomous bodies.

Way Forward

Strengthen multi-layer peer review
mechanisms in textbook preparation.

Ensure clear accountability of editorial boards
and institutional leadership.

Maintain balance between critical education
and respect for constitutional institutions.
Promote value-based civic education
emphasising rights and duties.

Develop standard guidelines for discussing
governance and constitutional institutions in
school curricula.



Air power deters, but enduring
outcomes needmore

G SBeDI

Adrc

HE US-Tsrael alr campaign against Iran highlights

botd the power and the limits of alr-delivered retri-

‘bution. Air strikes can penetrate deep, hit critical

niodeswith precision, and signal resolve within hours

—veteven witithis intense bamige, few seriotsob-

servers believe Tehran's regime will fall tojust bombs and missiles.

Whileacknowledgingthe prowessof air power, military historian

T & Fehrenbach articulated the impaortance of boots on the

ground over bambs in thesky. Thatlogic frames the central ques-
tiom for India: Mrpmﬂranﬂ.mlshand.dmr mmmnm

vert those fleting o

.M.r power hasb ritical to ft. It

& forvisible o d sends

cl ignalstofoes, whil ding full-scabe condlict. In May
2025, the LAF conducted long-range strikes at will, forcing Pakis-
tan o seeka fire. However, the of air power are

e Lo quEstian, As ar ing Balakot demaon-

strated, observers can doubt the degree of the damage inflicted,
despite the value of the strike’s political signal, The adversary,
then, has significant incentives todownplay losses. Alrcampalgns
can be ¥ ] and tactically £al, bug
claims of “victory™ remain valnerable to narrative warfare. For
Inalia, this means swift air recribution cannot be thesinglefoun-
dation upon which mil iy victory ks buil.

I the: Rrussia-Ulkrais EVeRY M inthefront-
linel dhed asasir Similarly, the i
Kargil was 1o remove Pakistani intrucers and restore the LoC's
incegyity. Gainingterriory requires superiority inoontacy warfare,
The Army's prinary objective i towin contact banles, then oe-
cupy and protect captured tesritory, Land forces workdwideoften
pricritse "strategic™ capabilities, like long- rangemissilesand ad-
vanced stand-off systems. When an armyy acts like a second ade
Torce, it risks under-equipping the infantry and anillery.

I:‘.Ienndetarer.‘ne soluthon. The Alr Force and authorisad tri-
E "‘"ﬁl forlong-rangedesp
strikeo The Arrry should i EEnEnT
artillery, nEII-U"ﬂLSIﬂR Iucal mm :.\nu enabling manoeuvre
VT PILFSr dent The Mavy st avold
Dmn-ngasuw! “air fOrN' absea™at the cost of undesinvesting

canbe
operationally
successful and
tactically
beneficial, but
claims of
victory’
remain
vulnerable to
narrative
warfare

warfare, logistics and upkeep.
India’s Imllsm:ls-mmer'rm offers an opporunity 1o align
echnology, doctrine, aruibudgm ’memmyeanmeasnl
amu. night sights, Imegmed infantry radios, armoured and
ll‘um&:‘lﬁd vehicles, amilbery, 1¢n[¢rln.g PN ons, counter-
and field-ready soft k. Thesewill bemore
impartant inthe nex crisis than any long-range placform,

The Army's ability to march into hostile territory when di-
rected is Togetthere, th ustembrace tech-
nology while Ing true to thelr basic jons, and the
Ay, abovee all, mu.s: |m:n Ihellﬂrﬂ wital cuealities of chose

ihat h dvictories in wars.

The waiter ks aformer DG (165), fighter pdat and
airadvisor at the High Commission of ingka, Landan

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

e The U.S.-Israel air campaign against Iran
highlighted the increasing reliance on precision
air strikes for deterrence and rapid retaliation.

* However, analysts note that air power alone
rarely produces decisive political outcomes
without ground forces.

* The debate is relevant for India after IAF long-
range strikes against Pakistan (2025) and
earlier Balakot air strikes (2019).

* |t raises questions on force structure, jointness
among services, and defence indigenisation.

Key Points
* Air power advantages

[e]

o

Rapid retaliation and strategic signalling.
Precision strikes on critical infrastructure
and military targets.

Lower troop casualties and escalation
control.

e Limitations

[e]

o

Cannot capture or hold territory.

Impact often disputed due to information
warfare.

Tactical success may not translate into
strategic victory.

e Role of Land Forces

[e]

Ground forces determine outcomes by
winning contact battles and holding
territory.

o Example: Kargil War (1999) where Indian
Army restored the Line of Control.

Need for Role Clarity

o Air Force: deep strategic strikes and air
superiority.

o Army: territorial control and close combat.

o Navy: maritime security, submarines, sea-
lane protection.

Indigenisation priorities

o Small arms, night-vision systems, infantry
radios.

o Artillery, armoured vehicles, loitering
munitions.

o Counter-drone and battlefield
communication systems.

Static Linkages

Wars are decided by control of territory and
population.

Combined arms doctrine integrates infantry,
artillery, armour and air support.

Deterrence theory emphasises credible
retaliatory capability.

Kargil conflict illustrates the importance of
ground dominance.

Critical Analysis
Pros

Quick and precise military response.
Strong deterrence signalling.

Concerns

Air strikes alone cannot achieve lasting
strategic outcomes.

Overinvestment in high-tech platforms may
weaken infantry and artillery capability.
Need stronger tri-service coordination.

Way Forward

Develop joint theatre commands for
integrated operations.

Maintain balanced investment between
technology and ground forces.
Accelerate indigenous defence manufacturing.
Strengthen multi-domain warfare capabilities
(drones, cyber, electronic warfare).



Return of Russian oil
signals US pragmatism

HE DONALD Trump administration’sdecision to sus-

pend certain sanctions on Russian oil for 30 days

marks an impertant moment in the geopolitics of

energy, warand diplomacy in the Gulfregion. The im-
plications stretch beyond the urgent need to stabilise the energy
markets, It points to the prospects for a long-overdue political
understanding between Washington and Moscow. After the Us
and Israel launched a military campaign against Iran rwoweeks
ago, Tehran effectively closed the Strait of Hormuz — the
chokepoint through which roughly 20 per cent of the world’s
oil transits — sending crude prices from around $70 to above
£110 per barrel. Facing the prospect of an energy shock capable
of destabilising major economies, Washington concluded that
extraordinary measures were necessary.

Trump's move reflects Washington's appreciationof oil-rich
Russia’s weight in shaping the global energy market. By letting
Russian cil flow into the markets, Washington hopes to ease
prices without formally dismantling the broader sanctions re-
gime built since Russia’sinvasion of Ukraine. The International
Energy Agency simultaneously announced its largest-ever
emergency stockpile drawdown, though neither measure has
so far succeeded in fully calming markets. The Russian oil
waiver initially applied to India alone before being extended
to all buyers. The India-specific origing acknowledged New
Deelhi’s deep energy dependence and its rele as a major global
buyer. The broaderexpansion to all buyers signalled thatunder
acute supply pressure, Washington is willingto accept flexibil-
ity in the sanctions framework.

While India welcomes this pragmatism, Europe has reacted
with alarm, warning that eased sanctions replenish the Kremlin's
warchestand release the political pressureon Moscowtoend the
war in Ukraine, Clearly, there is no escaping the tension, if sanc-
tions are the primary lever of Western pressure on Russia. Beyond
theimmediate needs of reducing the pressure on energy markets,
rheea.sm,gnf Russian sanctions raises the broader question of a

breakthrough in US-Russian political engagement. The sanctions
architecture is embedded in US domestic legislation, alliance
politics, andthe challenge of constructing a peace in Ukraine that
is acceptable to Europe, Trump's 30-day waiver could be seen as
atacticaladjustment under pressure, notastrategic reorientation.
Itreveals, however, astructural reality that Western policymakers
have long sought to obscure: The global energy system remains
dependent on Russian hydrocarbons, Russia could also play a
significant rolein facilitating stability inthe Middle East. Building
onUS convergences with Russiawhile finding a reasonable agree-
ment on Ukraine is one of the most consequential diplomatic
challengestoday. Itmﬂsnamwgcuppﬂnunn}rthat Delhimust
pressWashington and Moscow to seize.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

e The US administration under Donald Trump
granted a 30-day waiver allowing the purchase
of Russian oil despite sanctions imposed after
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

e The decision came after tensions with Iran
escalated following military action by the US
and Israel.

e [ran reportedly restricted passage through the
Strait of Hormuz, through which ~20% of global
oil trade passes.

e Crude oil prices rose sharply from ~$70 to over
$110 per barrel, raising fears of a global energy
shock.

* The waiver initially applied to India due to its
dependence on imported crude, and was later
extended to all buyers.

e The International Energy Agency
simultaneously announced a large emergency
release of oil from strategic reserves to
stabilise markets.

Key Points
e Russiais among the top global oil producers
and a key supplier to Asia.
e Sanctions on Russian oil were imposed by
Western countries to reduce Moscow’s
revenue for the Ukraine war.

¢ India has increased Russian crude imports due
to discounted prices since 2022.

e The Strait of Hormuz is one of the most critical
global oil chokepoints.

e Strategic petroleum reserves and emergency
stockpile releases are tools to manage global
supply disruptions.

e The waiver indicates pragmatic flexibility in
sanctions policy during global energy crises.

Static Linkages

e Energy security refers to uninterrupted
availability of energy sources at affordable
prices.

* Major oil chokepoints influencing global trade
include Strait of Hormuz, Strait of Malacca, and
Bab-el-Mandeb.

¢ Indiaimports over 85% of its crude oil
requirement.

e |ndia’s Strategic Petroleum Reserve (SPR)
facilities are located at Visakhapatnam,
Mangaluru and Padur.

Critical Analysis
Advantages
¢ Helps stabilise global oil prices and prevent
economic shocks.
e Ensures energy supply security for import-
dependent countries like India.
e Opens space for potential US—-Russia
diplomatic engagement.
Concerns
* Weakens the sanctions regime against Russia.
* May increase geopolitical divisions within the
Western alliance, especially with Europe.
e Reinforces the structural dependence of
global energy markets on fossil fuels.

Way Forward

e Diversify energy supply sources and reduce
overdependence on specific regions.

e Strengthen strategic petroleum reserves and
energy diplomacy.

e Accelerate transition to renewable energy and
alternative fuels.

* Promote multilateral coordination for energy
market stability.



Delhi’s new Water Plan
confronts old failures

AST WEEE, the Delhi government announced that it

will frame a Water Master Plan for the city. Though be-

lared, the decision is a step in the right direction. Innprow-

ing water quality — especially cleaning the Yamuna
along its 22-km stretch in the capital — was a major campaign
plank for the BJP in the run-up to the 2025 Delhi assembly elec-
tion. Yet, after a year in office, the BJP government’s record re-
mains underwhelming. It has claimed progress in cleaning the
river. The latest report of the Delhi Pollution Control Committee
(DPCC) suggests that water quality has improved compared to
lastyear. However, the same data indicate that contaminant levels
remain significantly above permissible limits. Particularhyworry-
ing isthe fact that the city’ssewer system carried far more pollu-
tants into the river in January than it did in October. Although
the pollution load eased somewhat in February, the volume of
untreated sewage entering the Yamuna remained worryingly
high. The pattern suggests that after the abundant monsoon
rains, a dry winter has left the river without the flows necessary
tocleanse itself. The data should prompt a serious conversation
on how pollutants can be reduced during the lean season.

So far, the Delhi government’s approach to cleaning the Ya-
muna has relied heavily on sewage treatment plants. Over the
pastyear, several of these facilities have been upgraded. However,
the latest DPCC data indicate that they are still not adequately
equipped totackle the scale of the diver's pollution. More impor-
tantly, large parts of the city remain outside the sewer nerwork.
Earlier this month, the Delhi Jal Board informed the National
Green Tribunal that it is putting systems in place to accurately
assess the volume of sewage discharged into the river through
the city’s major drains. Such systems are long overdue.

The water board also told the tribunal that the Delhi Urban
Shelter Improvement Board is working toaddress delays in con-
necting settlements to the city's sewage network. Its statement
points toachronic problem. Fragmented institutional responsi-
bilities have long hampered the interceptor drain project, which
was meant to capture sewage from smaller drains in the city’s
slumchusters before it could flow intothe larger drainsthatempty
intothe Yamuna. Addressingthis more thandecade-long deficit
will be among the many challenges the proposed Water Master
Plan mustconfront, The Delhigovernment haslittle time tolose,

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context

The Delhi government has proposed a Water
Master Plan to improve water management
and address pollution in the Yamuna River.
Cleaning the 22-km stretch of the Yamuna in
Delhi was a major political commitment during
the 2025 Delhi Assembly elections.

The Delhi Pollution Control Committee (DPCC)
report shows slight improvement in water
quality, but pollutant levels remain above
permissible limits.

Large amounts of untreated sewage still enter
the river, especially through city drains and
areas without sewer connections.

Key Points

Major pollution source: Untreated domestic
sewage is the primary cause of pollution in the
Delhi stretch of the Yamuna.

Sewage Treatment Plants (STPs): Several
plants have been upgraded, but treatment
capacity remains insufficient.

Incomplete sewer network: Many informal
settlements and colonies remain unconnected
to the sewer system.

Drain pollution: Major drains carry untreated
wastewater directly into the river.

Seasonal flow issue: Reduced water flow
during winter reduces the river’s self-cleansing
capacity.

Institutional fragmentation: Multiple agencies
(Delhi Jal Board, municipal bodies, urban
development agencies) lead to coordination
challenges.

Static Linkages

Biological Oxygen Demand (BOD) and
Dissolved Oxygen (DO) are key indicators of
river water quality.

Urban rivers face pollution mainly from
domestic sewage, industrial effluents, and
solid waste.

River conservation requires source control,
sewage treatment, ecological flow, and basin-
level planning.

Pollution regulation is implemented through
central and state pollution control authorities.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Proposal of a Water Master Plan indicates
long-term planning.

Upgradation of STPs shows infrastructure
improvement.

Monitoring sewage inflow into drains can
improve data-driven policymaking.

Challenges

High sewage generation vs. limited treatment
capacity.

Large unsewered population in informal
settlements.

Weak institutional coordination among
agencies.

Low ecological flow in Yamuna, especially
during lean season.

Rapid urbanisation increasing wastewater load.

Way Forward

Expand sewer network coverage across all
urban settlements.

Increase capacity and efficiency of sewage
treatment plants.

Ensure minimum ecological flow in the
Yamuna.

Strengthen institutional coordination and
accountability.

Promote nature-based solutions such as
wetlands and bio-remediation.

Implement integrated river basin management
for the Yamuna.
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