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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Iran’s new Supreme Leader Mojtaba Khamenei
issued his first public statement after the
assassination of former leader Ali Khamenei in
an alleged U.S.–Israel strike (Feb 28).
He demanded war reparations, asked Arab
states to shut U.S. military bases, and
threatened to keep the Strait of Hormuz
closed.
Iran’s President Masoud Pezeshkian stated
that the war would end only if Iran’s nuclear
rights are recognised, reparations are paid, and
guarantees against future attacks are given.
The Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps
reportedly targeted ships in Gulf waters,
sharply reducing maritime traffic through the
Strait.

Key Points
Strategic Importance of Strait of Hormuz

Connects the Persian Gulf with the Gulf of
Oman and Arabian Sea.
Nearly 20–30% of global oil trade passes
through this chokepoint.
Major oil exporters using this route: Saudi
Arabia, Iraq, Kuwait, UAE, and Iran.

Iran’s Conditions to End the War
Recognition of Iran’s right to nuclear
enrichment under the Treaty on the Non-
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons.
Payment of war reparations.

Security guarantees against future aggression.
Regional Escalation

Iran urged Gulf countries to close U.S. military
bases.
Support from Iran-backed groups like
Hezbollah could widen the conflict.

Global Impact
Disruption of oil supply routes could increase
global oil prices and shipping costs.
Maritime traffic through the Strait has
dropped significantly due to security risks.

Static Linkages
The Strait of Hormuz is one of the world’s most
important maritime chokepoints along with the
Strait of Malacca, Bab-el-Mandeb, and the Suez
Canal.
Under United Nations Convention on the Law of
the Sea, ships have the right of transit passage
through international straits used for navigation.
India imports around 85% of its crude oil needs,
with a large share coming from West Asian
countries.
The International Atomic Energy Agency monitors
nuclear activities of countries under the NPT
framework.

Critical Analysis
Strategic Concerns

Closure of the Strait could trigger global energy
supply disruptions.
Risk of regional escalation involving Gulf states
and major powers.

Implications for India
Possible increase in crude oil prices and inflation.
Threat to Indian shipping and trade routes in the
Gulf region.
Need for diversification of energy sources and
strategic reserves.

Global Security Dimension
Potential violation of international maritime law if
transit passage is blocked.
Increased militarisation of the Persian Gulf region.

Way Forward
Strengthening diplomatic engagement and de-
escalation efforts through international forums.
Diversifying energy imports and expanding
strategic petroleum reserves.
Enhancing maritime security cooperation in the
Indian Ocean region.
Promoting multilateral negotiations on nuclear
issues and regional stability.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Union Petroleum Minister Hardeep Singh Puri
informed the Lok Sabha that India currently
faces no shortage of petrol, diesel, kerosene,
aviation turbine fuel or LPG despite
disruptions in West Asia.
Concerns about LPG shortage were raised by
Rahul Gandhi amid reports of panic booking
and hoarding.
The issue arises due to geopolitical tensions
and temporary closure of the strategic oil
chokepoint, the Strait of Hormuz.

Key Points
Energy supply status

Government stated no actual shortage of
petroleum products or LPG in India.
Shortage reports mainly due to panic
booking and hoarding at distributor level.

Strategic importance of Strait of Hormuz
About 20% of global crude oil, natural gas
and LPG trade passes through it.
Closure disrupted global energy supply
chains.

Diversification of LPG imports
Earlier about 60% of LPG imports came
from Gulf countries such as Qatar, United
Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia and Kuwait.
India has diversified procurement to United
States, Norway, Canada, Algeria and Russia.

Crude oil import diversification
India now imports crude oil from 40
countries compared to 27 in 2006-07.
Share of non-Hormuz sources increased
from ~55% to ~70%.

Anti-hoarding measures
Government limited commercial LPG allocation
to 20% of average monthly demand.
Prevents black marketing and diversion to grey
market.

Priority allocation of gas
Domestic households (~33 crore families) given
top priority.
Industrial sector receives 80% of previous
consumption.
Fertiliser sector receives 70% allocation to
safeguard agriculture.

Refinery operations
Indian refineries operating at very high capacity
utilisation (some above 100%) to maintain
supply.

Static Linkages
India imports around 85–90% of its crude oil
requirement.
Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR) located at
Visakhapatnam, Mangaluru and Padur for
emergency energy supply.
Major Oil Marketing Companies (OMCs): Indian Oil
Corporation, Bharat Petroleum Corporation
Limited, Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Limited.
Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY) expanded
LPG access to poor households.
Global energy chokepoints include Strait of Hormuz,
Strait of Malacca and Bab-el-Mandeb.

Critical Analysis
Advantages

Diversified import sources reduce geopolitical
vulnerability.
Anti-hoarding regulation helps prevent artificial
shortages.
Priority allocation strategy protects households and
agriculture.
High refinery capacity utilisation ensures fuel
availability.

Concerns
High import dependence (~90%) exposes India to
global shocks.
Strategic chokepoint vulnerability due to
dependence on Strait of Hormuz.
Limited LPG storage capacity compared to rising
consumption.
Market deregulation in commercial LPG can
encourage speculative buying.

Way Forward
Expand Strategic Petroleum Reserves and LPG
storage capacity.
Further diversify import sources beyond West Asia.
Accelerate renewable energy and green hydrogen
transition to reduce fossil fuel dependence.
Strengthen monitoring of LPG distribution to
prevent hoarding and black marketing.
Improve energy diplomacy with multiple supplier
countries.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The Supreme Court of India agreed to examine
the scope of “personal data” vs “public data”
under the Digital Personal Data Protection Act,
2023 and Digital Personal Data Protection
Rules, 2025.
A petition by journalist Geeta Seshu and the
Software Freedom Law Center argues that the
Act restricts access to information under the
Right to Information Act, 2005.
The Bench headed by Chief Justice Surya Kant
highlighted the need to balance the Right to
Privacy and the Right to Information.
The Court will examine whether provisions of
the DPDP Act restrict journalists from
accessing information in public interest related
to public officials.

Key Points
Purpose of DPDP Act (2023):

Provides a legal framework for processing
and protection of digital personal data in
India.
Establishes a Data Protection Board of
India to enforce compliance.

Issues Raised in the Petition
Section 44(3) allegedly imposes a blanket
restriction on disclosure of personal
information through RTI.
Removal of explicit reference to “public
interest” may limit transparency.
Vague definitions of “personal data” and
“information” could enable broad
interpretation.
Penalties for data breaches go to the
Consolidated Fund of India, not directly to
affected individuals.

Concerns Highlighted
Possible dilution of RTI and press freedom.
Risk of excessive state surveillance.
Lack of direct compensation mechanism
for data principals.

Article 21 – Right to life and personal liberty;
interpreted to include Right to Privacy.
Justice K.S. Puttaswamy v. Union of India (2017) –
Recognized privacy as a fundamental right.
Section 8(1)(j) of RTI Act, 2005 – Personal
information can be disclosed if larger public interest
justifies it.
Global trend towards data protection regimes (e.g.,
GDPR-like frameworks).

Critical Analysis
Positive Aspects

Strengthens data privacy protections in the digital
age.
Establishes a formal data protection regulatory
mechanism.
Addresses risks of data misuse by corporations and
digital platforms.

Concerns
Potential conflict between privacy and
transparency.
Could weaken the Right to Information regime.
Lack of direct compensation to victims of data
breaches.
Risk of executive influence over the Data Protection
Board.
Vague definitions may lead to broad interpretation
and surveillance concerns.

Stakeholder Perspectives
Government: Emphasizes need for privacy
protection and digital governance.
Journalists & Civil Society: Concerned about
reduced transparency and access to public-interest
information.
Citizens: Seek both privacy protection and
accountability of public officials.

Way Forward
Clearly define “personal data” vs “public-interest
information” in legislation.
Ensure harmonisation between DPDP Act and RTI
Act.
Introduce direct compensation mechanisms for data
breach victims.
Strengthen institutional independence of the Data
Protection Board.
Develop a balanced framework protecting privacy
without undermining transparency.

Observation of the Court
Data has become a strategic economic
and governance resource.
A clear boundary is needed between
private personal data and information
related to public officials.

Static Linkages
Article 19(1)(a) – Freedom of speech and
expression (basis of Right to Information).
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

India co-sponsored a UN Security Council
(UNSC) resolution backed by the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) demanding the
immediate cessation of attacks by Iran on GCC
countries.
The resolution was adopted with 13 votes in
favour, while Russia and China abstained.
It also condemned threats to international
navigation through the Strait of Hormuz.
India’s stance has been criticised because it
condemned Iranian actions but did not
explicitly condemn U.S. and Israeli attacks on
Iran.
India stated that it prioritises the safety of
civilians, protection of diaspora, and regional
stability.

Key Points
India supported the resolution condemning
Iranian attacks on Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman,
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, UAE, and Jordan.
The resolution opposed attempts to close or
obstruct the Strait of Hormuz, a key global oil
shipping route.
Indian diaspora in GCC: ~ 10 million people.
Energy dependence on West Asia:

Around 50% of India’s crude oil imports.
Around 90% of LPG imports.

Only ~9,000 Indians live in Iran.
India stopped importing oil from Iran in 2019
due to U.S. sanctions.
Critics argue India’s response appears
imbalanced, raising questions about strategic
autonomy.

Static Linkages
Strait of Hormuz: Connects the Persian Gulf
with the Gulf of Oman; one of the world’s most
important oil chokepoints.

UN Security Council:
15 members (5 permanent + 10 non-
permanent).
Permanent members have veto power.

India’s energy imports: Over 85% of crude oil
requirements are imported.
Indian diaspora in Gulf countries is one of the
largest overseas communities and a major
source of remittances to India.

Critical Analysis
Importance of India’s Position

Protects Indian diaspora in the Gulf region.
Ensures energy security and stable oil
supplies.
Maintains diplomatic relations with GCC
countries and Western partners.

Concerns
Perception of selective condemnation may
weaken India’s neutral image.
Risk of strategic imbalance in West Asia
diplomacy.
Conflict threatens global oil supply and
maritime trade routes.

Way Forward
Maintain balanced diplomacy with all
stakeholders (Iran, GCC, U.S., Israel).
Diversify energy sources and suppliers.
Strengthen maritime security and shipping
routes.
Protect Indian diaspora and economic
interests in West Asia.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

The Government of India has strengthened its
push for an innovation-driven economy
through major policy and financial initiatives.
In Union Budget 2026, the government
announced a ₹20,000-crore corpus for deep-
tech startups and extended tax incentives for
R&D.
Earlier, a ₹1,00,000-crore Research,
Development and Innovation (RDI) Fund was
created to support long-term technological
research.
Funding for Atal Tinkering Labs increased
significantly from ₹500 crore to ₹3,200 crore
to promote innovation among students.
The SHANTI Act, 2025 allowed patents for
peaceful uses of nuclear energy, enabling
greater private-sector participation.
India’s Global Innovation Index (GII) 2025
ranking improved to 38th, but structural
weaknesses in innovation remain.

Key Points
Low R&D Spending

India spends about 0.65% of GDP on R&D.
Much lower than countries like South Korea
(~4–5%) and Japan (~3%).
Government contributes the majority of
R&D spending; private-sector investment
remains limited.

Patent Landscape
Patent filings increased from ~59,000
(2020–21) to over 1,10,000 (2024–25).

62% of filings are now domestic, showing
growing local participation.
However, filings remain far below China
(~1.8 million) and the USA (~600,000).

International Innovation Presence
India filed 4,547 PCT patent applications in
2024, up by 22%.
Still far behind China, USA, and Japan in
global patent influence.

Human Capital Challenges
Rank 95 in knowledge-intensive
employment (GII 2025).
Rank 80 in number of researchers.
Gender gap: India ranks 101/119 in
employment of women with advanced
degrees.

Government Initiatives
Atal Tinkering Labs (ATL) – innovation
ecosystem in schools.
WIDUSHI and WISE-KIRAN – encourage
women in science and research.

Weak Research–Industry Linkages
Universities generate research output but
commercialization and technology transfer
remain weak.
Many Indian startups are service-based
rather than deep-tech innovation driven.

Static Points
Scientific temper is promoted as a
Fundamental Duty under Article 51A(h).
Innovation ecosystems require strong
industry–academia collaboration.
Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) are governed
internationally under the TRIPS Agreement of
WTO.
Science and technology are key drivers of
knowledge-based economic growth.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Increased government funding for R&D and
deep-tech startups.
Policy reforms improving innovation
ecosystem and patent regime.
Rising domestic patent filings and improved
global innovation ranking.

Challenges
Low private-sector investment in R&D.
Weak commercialization of academic research.
Shortage of researchers and skilled human
capital.
Limited deep-tech and high-technology
manufacturing base.
Gender imbalance in scientific workforce.
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Way Forward
Increase R&D expenditure to around 2% of
GDP in the long term.
Encourage private-sector investment through
tax incentives and public-private partnerships.
Strengthen industry–academia collaboration
and technology transfer offices.
Expand venture capital and patient funding for
deep-tech startups.
Improve STEM education, research
infrastructure, and researcher training.
Promote greater participation of women in
science and technology.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

The Central Government released draft rules
for the four labour codes in December 2025,
signalling progress towards their full
implementation.
The Economic Survey 2025–26 projects that
labour reforms could significantly transform
India’s labour market.
It estimates:

Formalisation rising from 60.4% to 75.5%
Creation of about 77 lakh jobs
Increase in female labour force
participation
1.25% additional GDP growth by 2029–30

However, concerns persist because over 80%
of India’s workforce remains informal, raising
doubts about the real impact of the reforms.

Key Points
India consolidated 29 central labour laws into
four labour codes:

Code on Wages, 2019
Industrial Relations Code, 2020
Occupational Safety, Health and Working
Conditions Code, 2020
Code on Social Security, 2020

Major changes under the labour codes
Definition of factory increased:

10 → 20 workers (with power)
20 → 40 workers (without power)

Contract labour threshold raised:
20 → 50 workers

Government approval for layoffs required
only for establishments with:

300+ workers (earlier 100)
Rise of contractual employment

Direct factory employment declined 61%
(2011) → 47% (2023).

Contract workers form ~42% of the factory
workforce.
Regular employment in CPSEs declined by ~30,000
workers in 2024 (Public Enterprises Survey).

Fixed-term employment
Firms can hire workers on temporary contracts with
similar benefits as permanent workers.
However, job security remains limited.

Gig worker provisions
Platform companies required to contribute 1–2% of
annual turnover for social security schemes.

Minimum wage provisions
Introduction of National Floor Wage and National
Minimum Wage, but methodology remains unclear.

Static Linkages
Directive Principles of State Policy

Article 39 – Adequate livelihood
Article 41 – Right to work
Article 42 – Humane working conditions
Article 43 – Living wage

Article 23 – Prohibition of forced labour
Article 24 – Prohibition of child labour in hazardous
industries
Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS) – main
employment data source.
Informal sector share

About 80–85% of India’s workforce works in
informal conditions.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Simplifies labour regulations by consolidating multiple
laws.
Improves ease of doing business and encourages
investment.
Introduces legal recognition for gig and platform
workers.
Promotes labour market flexibility.

Concerns
Raising thresholds may exclude many workers from
legal protections.
Expansion of contractual and fixed-term employment
may reduce job security.
Inspector-cum-facilitator model may weaken labour
law enforcement.
Lack of clarity in gig worker welfare schemes and
minimum wage determination.
Risk of formalisation without improvement in working
conditions.

Way Forward
Expand universal social security coverage for informal
and gig workers.
Strengthen labour inspection and enforcement
mechanisms.
Provide clear rules for gig worker welfare schemes.
Ensure balanced labour flexibility with worker
protection.
Promote skill development and labour-intensive
sectors to create stable employment.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The Supreme Court of India raised concerns
over references to judicial corruption in a
social science textbook prepared by the
National Council of Educational Research and
Training (NCERT).
The Court observed that the textbook
development team lacked “reasonable and
informed knowledge about the Indian
judiciary.”
It directed that individuals responsible for the
content should not be associated with future
textbook preparation.
The Court also suggested that chapters related
to the judiciary be vetted by domain experts
such as senior judges before publication.
The issue has triggered debate on academic
autonomy, judicial oversight, and objectivity in
school textbooks.

Key Points
NCERT is an autonomous organisation under
the Ministry of Education, responsible for
developing the National Curriculum
Framework (NCF) and school textbooks.
The Supreme Court objected to textbook
references implying corruption in the judiciary
without adequate evidence.

The Court recommended expert scrutiny of
chapters dealing with the judiciary before their
inclusion in textbooks.
Concerns have been raised regarding:

Selective scrutiny of textbook content.
Potential bias in portrayal of historical events.
Increasing cultural or religious references in
non-related subjects in textbooks.

The controversy highlights tensions between
judicial accountability, academic freedom, and
curriculum governance.

Static Linkages
Article 19(1)(a) – Freedom of speech and
expression (includes academic expression).
Article 21A – Right to free and compulsory
education for children aged 6–14 years.
42nd Constitutional Amendment (1976) –
Education shifted from State List to Concurrent
List.
Judiciary functions as guardian of the
Constitution and protector of fundamental rights.
School curricula are guided by the National
Curriculum Framework (NCF).

Critical Analysis
Positive Aspects

Ensures accuracy and credibility in educational
content.
Protects the institutional integrity of the judiciary.
Encourages involvement of domain experts in
curriculum development.

Concerns
May lead to judicial overreach into academic
autonomy.
Risk of restricting critical discussion on
institutional functioning.
Selective scrutiny may affect perceived neutrality
of educational content.
Textbooks should maintain historical objectivity
and balanced narratives.

Way Forward
Establish independent expert review panels for
textbook content across subjects.
Ensure academic autonomy with accountability in
curriculum development.
Follow evidence-based and peer-reviewed
processes for textbook preparation.
Maintain balanced historical and institutional
narratives to promote critical thinking.
Strengthen transparent curriculum review
mechanisms under the National Curriculum
Framework.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The Central Board of Trustees (CBT) of the
Employees’ Provident Fund Organisation
approved Employees’ Pension Scheme (EPS)
2026 replacing the Employees’ Pension
Scheme 1995.
The decision affects around 5.4 crore EPFO
contributing members and about 82 lakh
pensioners.
The scheme is linked to implementation of the
Code on Social Security, 2020, which was
notified in November 2025.
Concerns have been raised over lack of
stakeholder consultation and absence of
public discussion before approval.
The EPS 1995 scheme had faced extensive
litigation, including a 2022 ruling by the
Supreme Court of India on higher pension
eligibility.

Key Points
EPS Coverage

Applicable to employees covered under
EPFO.
Approximately 5.4 crore contributors and
82 lakh pensioners.

Contribution Pattern
Employer contributes 12% of wages to EPF,
of which 8.33% goes to EPS (subject to
wage ceiling).
Central Government contributes 1.16% of
wages.

Wage Ceiling
Pensionable wage ceiling remains ₹15,000 per
month (unchanged since 2014).

Minimum Pension
₹1,000 per month, fixed in 2014 and not revised
since.

Pension Calculation
Pensionable salary calculated on average of last
60 months of salary.

Higher Pension Option
Restricted after 2014 amendment.
Supreme Court (2022) allowed eligible
employees to opt for higher pension under
certain conditions.

Concerns in EPS 2026
Removal of higher pension option provision.
No revision of wage ceiling or minimum pension.
Perception that reforms focus on reducing
pension liabilities.

Static Linkages
The State aims to ensure social security for workers
during old age and unemployment.
Labour welfare policies include provident fund,
pension and insurance schemes for organized
sector workers.
Social security is part of the Directive Principles of
State Policy related to worker welfare.
India’s labour reforms aim to consolidate multiple
labour laws into four labour codes.

Critical Analysis
Issues

Lack of transparency and stakeholder consultation.
Low minimum pension (₹1,000) inadequate for
elderly welfare.
Wage ceiling unchanged since 2014, reducing real
pension value due to inflation.
Limited access to higher pension benefits.
Concerns about financial sustainability vs social
security objectives.

Implications
May weaken retirement security of organized sector
workers.
Could increase litigation and pension disputes.
Raises questions on policy transparency in labour
reforms.

Way Forward
Revise wage ceiling and minimum pension
periodically based on inflation.
Ensure consultation with trade unions, employers
and pensioners.
Conduct actuarial review of pension fund
sustainability.
Strengthen social security coverage for workers.
Increase government support for pension financing.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Recent geopolitical tensions in West Asia and
policy shifts by major powers have highlighted
the weaponisation of trade, finance and energy
supplies.
Global powers are increasingly using sanctions,
technology restrictions and energy supply
controls to influence other countries’ foreign
policies.
India’s historical experience shows that
external dependencies have periodically
created strategic vulnerabilities.

Key Points
External Dependencies in Early India

Food imports during the 1960s droughts
exposed food security vulnerability.
Dependence on foreign defence equipment
became evident during the 1962 war with
China.
Foreign exchange crisis (1957–58)
highlighted financial dependence.
1990–91 Balance of Payments crisis partly
triggered by the Gulf War oil price spike.

Energy Security Concerns
India imports around 85% of its crude oil
requirements (Ministry of Petroleum &
Natural Gas).
West Asia supplies a significant share of
India’s oil imports.
Conflicts in the region can disrupt supply
chains and increase oil prices.

Weaponisation of Economic Tools
Financial sanctions, technology restrictions
and energy supply manipulation are
increasingly used as geopolitical tools.
Major powers have used trade restrictions,
financial systems and technology access to
influence global politics.

Diaspora and Strategic Risks
India has a large diaspora in West Asia and
developed economies.
Anti-immigration policies and geopolitical
conflicts can affect remittances and labour
mobility.

Policy Response
India has emphasised Atmanirbhar Bharat
(self-reliance) in defence, technology and
energy sectors.
Focus on diversification of energy sources
and strengthening domestic production.

Static Linkages
Non-Alignment Policy: Ensured strategic
autonomy during the Cold War.
1991 Economic Reforms: Introduced
liberalisation, privatisation and globalisation
after the BOP crisis.
Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR): India
maintains reserves at Visakhapatnam,
Mangaluru and Padur.
Energy Mix: Increasing focus on renewable
energy (solar, wind, green hydrogen) to reduce
import dependence.

Critical Analysis
Advantages of Self-Reliance

Strengthens strategic autonomy in foreign
policy.
Reduces vulnerability to sanctions and supply
disruptions.
Promotes domestic industrial capacity and
technological development.

Challenges
Globalisation creates deep economic
interdependence.
Achieving full self-reliance in energy and
technology is difficult.
High cost of developing domestic defence and
technology ecosystems.
Balancing relations among US, Russia and
China remains complex.

Way Forward
Diversify energy import sources beyond West
Asia.
Expand renewable energy capacity to reduce
fossil fuel dependence.
Strengthen Strategic Petroleum Reserves.
Promote domestic defence and technology
manufacturing.
Maintain multi-alignment diplomacy to manage
major power rivalries.
Enhance supply chain resilience in critical
sectors.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

The Supreme Court of India recently permitted
the withdrawal of life-support for a man who
had been in a vegetative state for 13 years
after an accident, allowing him to die with
dignity.
The patient’s elderly parents had approached
the Court seeking permission to withdraw
treatment as there was no possibility of
recovery.
The case highlights concerns regarding
implementation delays in passive euthanasia
procedures despite existing Supreme Court
guidelines.
The judgment reiterates the right to die with
dignity as part of Article 21 (Right to Life).

Key Points 
Passive euthanasia: Withholding or
withdrawing life-sustaining treatment when
recovery is impossible.
Active euthanasia (illegal in India): Direct
intervention to cause death (e.g., lethal
injection).
Advance Medical Directive (AMD) / Living Will:

Legal document specifying that a person
does not want life-support in terminal
conditions.

Supreme Court Judgments:
Aruna Shanbaug Case (2011) – Passive
euthanasia allowed under strict conditions
with court approval.
Common Cause vs Union of India (2018) –
Recognised passive euthanasia and living
wills; linked it to Article 21.

2019 Clarification – Simplified procedures
for implementing living wills.

Procedure for passive euthanasia:
Formation of Primary Medical Board
(treating hospital doctors).
Formation of Secondary Medical Board
(independent experts).
Decision ideally within 48 hours.

Palliative care:
Medical care focused on relieving suffering
and improving quality of life for patients
with serious illnesses.
Recommended under National Health
Policy 2017.

Static Points 
Article 21 – Protection of life and personal
liberty; interpreted to include right to live with
dignity.
Active euthanasia is illegal in India.
Passive euthanasia is legal under Supreme
Court guidelines.
Living Will recognised by Supreme Court
(2018).
WHO recognises palliative care as essential to
universal health coverage.

Mains Value Addition
Significance

Upholds human dignity and autonomy in end-
of-life decisions.
Prevents unnecessary prolongation of
suffering through futile medical interventions.
Encourages ethical medical practice.

Issues
Lack of awareness about living wills.
Limited palliative care infrastructure in India.
Doctors’ fear of legal liability.
Delay in forming medical boards.

Way Forward
Promote awareness and registration of
Advance Medical Directives.
Develop clear hospital-level protocols for
passive euthanasia decisions.
Expand palliative care services in public
healthcare institutions.
Provide legal protection and clarity for doctors
implementing end-of-life decisions.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The Opposition is planning to move an
impeachment motion against the Chief
Election Commissioner (CEC) Gyanesh Kumar
in Parliament.
The motion alleges partisan and discriminatory
conduct by the Election Commission (EC).
The allegations are mainly linked to the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls, which
reportedly caused large-scale voter exclusion
concerns.
Since the Opposition does not have the
required numbers in Parliament, the motion is
largely symbolic.
The issue comes amid wider criticism of the
EC’s functioning and concerns about
institutional neutrality in elections.
The Supreme Court intervened, asking the EC
to increase transparency and allowing Aadhaar
as a proof of identity during the electoral roll
revision process.

Key Points
The Election Commission is responsible for
conducting free and fair elections in India.
Allegations raised by the Opposition include:

Bias in decision-making.
Lack of transparency in electoral roll
revision.
Risk of disenfranchisement of vulnerable
voters due to documentation
requirements.

The Special Intensive Revision (SIR) is a process
undertaken by the EC to update electoral rolls by
verifying voters and removing ineligible names.
Judicial oversight acted as a check by directing
improved transparency and establishing
mechanisms to appeal exclusion from voter lists.

Static Linkages
Article 324 provides for the establishment of the
Election Commission.
The Election Commission consists of:

Chief Election Commissioner (CEC)
Other Election Commissioners.

Removal of CEC
Removed in the same manner and on the same
grounds as a Supreme Court judge (special
majority in Parliament).

Removal of Election Commissioners
Can be removed by the President only on the
recommendation of the CEC.

The Election Commission performs functions such
as:

Conduct of Lok Sabha, Rajya Sabha, State
Assembly, Presidential and Vice-Presidential
elections.
Preparation and revision of electoral rolls.
Monitoring Model Code of Conduct (MCC).

Critical Analysis
Issues

Allegations of bias can reduce public trust in
electoral institutions.
Electoral roll revision processes may exclude
vulnerable populations lacking documents.
Political conflicts involving constitutional
authorities can weaken institutional credibility.

Institutional Perspective
Stringent removal procedures ensure
independence of constitutional authorities.
Judicial review acts as a safeguard when
institutional disputes arise.

Way Forward
Ensure greater transparency in electoral roll
revision.
Establish strong grievance redress mechanisms
for excluded voters.
Encourage institutional dialogue between EC and
political parties.
Implement electoral reforms to strengthen
neutrality and accountability.
Promote institutional checks and balances while
protecting independence of constitutional bo
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