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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

Iran attacked commercial ships in the Persian
Gulf and launched drone strikes near Dubai
International Airport (UAE) during the ongoing
Iran–U.S.–Israel conflict.
A Thai cargo vessel (Mayuree Naree) bound for
Kandla Port, Gujarat was hit near the Strait of
Hormuz, causing fire and casualties.
Omani Navy rescued 20 crew members, while
some remained missing.
India’s Ministry of External Affairs condemned
attacks on commercial shipping and
highlighted risks to Indian citizens working on
vessels.
Gulf countries Saudi Arabia and Kuwait
intercepted Iranian drones and missiles.
The escalation disrupted cargo movement in
the Strait of Hormuz, raising concerns about
global energy supply and oil prices.
Brent crude rose nearly 20%, while the
International Energy Agency (IEA) announced a
release of 400 million barrels from strategic
reserves to stabilize markets.

Key Points
Strait of Hormuz disruption: Iran’s actions have
restricted cargo movement in the strategic
maritime corridor.
About 20% of global oil trade passes through
the Strait of Hormuz.
The U.S. conducted airstrikes on Iranian naval
assets and the port of Bandar Abbas.
The U.S. military destroyed 16 Iranian
minelayers suspected of preparing to mine the
strait.
Iran targeted oil infrastructure and financial
institutions in Gulf states to increase economic
pressure.

Gulf countries strengthened air
defence and maritime security.
Rising oil prices may affect global
inflation and energy-importing
countries like India.

Static Linkages
The Strait of Hormuz connects the
Persian Gulf with the Gulf of Oman
and the Arabian Sea.
It lies between Iran and Oman
(Musandam Peninsula).
International straits used for
navigation are governed by UNCLOS
provisions on transit passage.
India imports over 85% of its crude
oil requirements, largely from West
Asia.
India maintains Strategic Petroleum
Reserves at Visakhapatnam,
Mangaluru and Padur to manage
supply shocks.

Critical Points for Exam
Energy security risk: Disruption in oil
supply routes may increase India’s
import bill.
Strategic chokepoint vulnerability:
Strait of Hormuz is critical for global
energy trade.
Regional instability: Escalation may
involve multiple West Asian
countries.
Impact on Indian diaspora and
seafarers working in the Gulf region.
Global inflationary pressure due to
rising oil prices.

Way Forward 
Diversify oil import sources and
expand renewable energy.
Strengthen strategic petroleum
reserves.
Enhance naval cooperation for
maritime security in the Indian
Ocean Region.
Promote diplomatic engagement to
de-escalate West Asian conflicts.
Improve safety mechanisms for
Indian seafarers and diaspora.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

A resolution seeking the removal of Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla was moved by Congress MP
Mohammad Javed.
The motion was defeated by a voice vote in the
Lok Sabha amid protests by Opposition
members.
Opposition MPs raised slogans demanding an
apology from Union Home Minister Amit Shah
over remarks on Leader of Opposition Rahul
Gandhi’s conduct in Parliament.
During discussion on the motion, BJP MP
Jagdambika Pal presided over the House, as
the Speaker does not chair proceedings when a
removal motion against him is debated.

Key Points 
Removal of Speaker:

Governed by Article 94 of the Constitution
of India.
The Speaker can be removed by a
resolution passed by a majority of all the
then members of the Lok Sabha (effective
majority).
Requires 14 days’ prior notice.

Presiding during Removal Motion:
Under Article 96, the Speaker cannot
preside when a resolution for his removal is
under consideration.

Voting Method:
The motion was defeated through a voice
vote.

Division of votes was not demanded
because the House was not in order.

Parliamentary Convention:
Historically, during removal motions, other
presiding officers conduct proceedings.

Past Instances of Removal Motions:
Motions against Lok Sabha Speakers were
previously discussed in 1954, 1966, and
1987.

Role of Speaker:
Maintains order and discipline in the
House.
Decides admissibility of motions and
questions.
Determines whether a bill is a Money Bill.
Final authority on disqualification under
the Tenth Schedule (Anti-Defection Law).

Static Linkages 
The Speaker is elected by the Lok Sabha from
among its members.
The Speaker remains in office until just before
the first sitting of the next Lok Sabha.
The Speaker presides over joint sittings of
Parliament.
The Speaker’s decision on Money Bills is final.
The Speaker plays a crucial role in
parliamentary committees and legislative
procedures.

Critical Analysis
Issues Highlighted

Increasing politicisation of the Speaker’s
office.
Frequent disruptions in Parliament affecting
legislative productivity.
Debate over fair allocation of speaking time to
opposition members.

Institutional Concerns
Trust deficit between government and
opposition.
Need to preserve neutrality and credibility of
parliamentary institutions.

Way Forward
Strengthen parliamentary conventions
ensuring neutrality of the Speaker.
Encourage constructive debates and reduce
disruptions in Parliament.
Improve procedural transparency in voting
and parliamentary functioning.
Promote consensus-building between
government and opposition to maintain
parliamentary dignity.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

Justice J. B. Pardiwala of the Supreme Court of
India clarified the distinction between active
and passive euthanasia in a recent judgment.
The Court observed that the difference is not
merely between “act” and “omission”, but
depends on the source of harm that causes
death.
The judgment reiterated that active euthanasia
involves a deliberate intervention causing
death, whereas passive euthanasia allows
death due to the underlying illness after
withdrawal of medical support.

Key Points
Active euthanasia

Causing death through a direct external
intervention (e.g., lethal injection).
Considered a positive act intended to end
life.
Illegal in India.

Passive euthanasia
Withdrawal or withholding of life-support
systems.
Death occurs due to the patient’s
underlying medical condition.
Permitted in India under strict safeguards
and medical board approval.

Judicial clarification
Active euthanasia creates a new cause of
death.
Passive euthanasia allows natural
progression of the disease.
Withdrawal of treatment must not violate
the doctor’s duty of care.

Static Points
Article 21 guarantees Right to Life and dignity.
The Supreme Court recognized right to die with
dignity under Article 21.
Living Will / Advance Directive allows
individuals to specify medical treatment
preferences in terminal illness.
Abetment of suicide (IPC Section 306) remains
punishable.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Clarifies legal and ethical distinction in end-of-
life care.
Reinforces patient autonomy and dignity.
Provides guidance for medical professionals in
terminal care.

Concerns
Risk of misuse or coercion in vulnerable
patients.
Ambiguity in medical prognosis regarding
terminal illness.
Limited palliative care infrastructure in India.

Way Forward
Enact a clear legislative framework on end-of-
life care.
Strengthen palliative and hospice care
services.
Promote awareness about living wills and
patient rights.
Establish uniform hospital protocols for
passive euthanasia cases.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

International Women’s Day (8 March)
coincided with the International Year of the
Woman Farmer declared by the Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAO).
The discussion highlighted the significant but
under-recognised contribution of women in
India’s agricultural sector.
Recent data and field studies show that
women form nearly half of the agricultural
workforce, yet their work participation, wages,
and ownership rights remain limited.

Key Points
Female Workforce Participation

Rural female labour force participation
increased from 35% (2011-12) to 46.5%
(2023-24) (PLFS).
Global female labour participation
averages 57–63% (ILO).

Women in Agriculture
Around 117.6 million women were engaged
in agriculture in 2023-24.
Male agricultural workforce: 127.5 million.
Women constitute 47.2% of self-employed
agricultural workers.

Growth of Self-Employment
Share of self-employed rural women
increased from 60% (2011-12) to 73%
(2023-24).
Indicates limited wage employment
opportunities in rural areas.

Role in Agricultural Activities

Women are heavily involved in crop cultivation,
livestock management, fisheries, and allied activities.
In some regions, women account for over 50% of
labour in crop production.

Livestock Sector
Around 40 million rural households own milch animals
(All India Debt and Investment Survey 2018-19).
Livestock care such as feeding, milking, and dung
management is primarily done by women.

Wage Disparities
Average daily agricultural wage for women: ₹384 (Nov
2025, Labour Bureau).
Women’s wages are often 30–50% lower than male
wages.

Low Asset Ownership
Only about 10% of rural women own agricultural land,
limiting their access to credit, subsidies, and
institutional support.

Static Linkages
Equal pay for equal work principle under Directive
Principles.
Minimum Wages Act and labour welfare provisions for
agricultural workers.
Agriculture and allied sectors as major sources of rural
employment.
Land ownership linked to access to institutional credit
and government schemes.

Critical Analysis
Positive Aspects

Increasing female labour force participation in rural areas.
Women play a central role in crop production and
livestock sector growth.
Agriculture provides employment opportunities where
formal jobs are scarce.

Challenges
Under-reporting of women’s work due to unpaid and
home-based labour.
Large gender wage gap in agricultural labour markets.
Low land ownership among women leading to limited
economic empowerment.
Mechanisation reducing demand for female labour.
Lack of social security and recognition for women
farmers.

Way Forward
Improve gender-disaggregated data collection in labour
surveys.
Ensure equal wages for equal work in agricultural labour
markets.
Promote joint land titles and inheritance rights for
women.
Expand women-focused agricultural schemes and credit
access.
Strengthen Self Help Groups (SHGs) and Farmer Producer
Organisations (FPOs) involving women.
Provide skill development and mechanisation training for
women farmers.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

Escalating tensions and attacks on commercial
shipping in West Asia have raised concerns
about global oil supply disruptions.
India imports around 85–90% of its crude oil,
making it highly vulnerable to global energy
shocks.
The Strait of Hormuz, a critical global
chokepoint, is vital for India’s oil imports from
Gulf countries.
The crisis has highlighted challenges related to
energy security, import diversification, and
crisis communication by the government.

Key Points 
Oil Import Dependence

India imports about 85–90% of its crude oil
needs (Ministry of Petroleum and Natural
Gas).
Oil demand is expected to increase with
India’s rapid economic growth (6–8%).

Strategic Importance of the Strait of Hormuz
About 20% of global petroleum trade
passes through it.
Major suppliers to India through this route:
Iraq, Saudi Arabia, UAE, Kuwait.

Diversification of Oil Sources

India increased imports from Russia after the
Ukraine conflict due to discounted crude.
Earlier imports from Iran and Venezuela were
reduced due to U.S. sanctions.

Alternative Fuel Initiatives
Government promoting ethanol blending and
biofuels to reduce crude oil dependence.
Target: 20% ethanol blending in petrol by 2025–
26.

Strategic Petroleum Reserves
Storage sites: Visakhapatnam, Mangaluru, Padur.
Current capacity covers about 9–10 days of
India’s crude oil requirement.

Welfare Scheme Impact
Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY) increased
LPG demand by expanding access to clean
cooking fuel.

Static Linkages
Energy security refers to uninterrupted availability
of energy sources at an affordable price.
Strategic petroleum reserves are emergency fuel
storage used during supply disruptions.
Biofuel Policy (National Policy on Biofuels 2018)
promotes ethanol, biodiesel, and advanced
biofuels.
India is a member of the International Energy
Agency (IEA) association framework and
collaborates on energy security.

Critical Analysis
Advantages of Current Approach

Import diversification (Russia, Middle East, U.S.)
reduces dependence on a single supplier.
Ethanol blending helps reduce fossil fuel use and
supports farmers.
Strategic petroleum reserves provide short-term
supply security.

Challenges
Extremely high import dependence makes India
vulnerable to geopolitical shocks.
Alternative fuels currently have limited impact on
overall oil demand.
Strategic reserves cover only a small number of
consumption days compared with global standards.
Policy decisions influenced by external geopolitical
pressure.
Weak crisis communication can trigger public panic.

Way Forward
Diversify oil import sources further to reduce
geopolitical vulnerability.
Expand Strategic Petroleum Reserve capacity to
cover more consumption days.
Accelerate transition to renewables, green
hydrogen, and electric mobility.
Strengthen biofuel and ethanol ecosystem including
supply chains.
Develop transparent and timely crisis
communication mechanisms.
Promote domestic exploration and production of
hydrocarbons.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) proposed
a revision of India’s earthquake zoning map in
November 2025, aiming to adopt a more
scientific seismic risk assessment system.
The proposal introduced a new high-risk
seismic category (Zone VI) covering parts of
Kashmir, the Himalayan region, Kutch (Gujarat)
and the North-East.
Due to concerns over methodology, cost
escalation, and implementation challenges, the
Central Government rolled back the revised
framework in March 2026.
Multiple agencies, including the Central Water
Commission, National Dam Safety Authority,
and Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs,
raised objections.
The government plans wider consultations
before revising the seismic zoning framework
again.

Key Points
India’s seismic zoning map currently divides
the country into 4 zones: II, III, IV and V (Zone V
= highest risk).
The revision proposed a fifth category – Zone
VI, indicating extremely high seismic hazard
areas.

The revised model attempted to shift from
deterministic seismic zoning to Probabilistic Seismic
Hazard Assessment (PSHA).
PSHA estimates earthquake risk using probability-
based simulations of ground motion over time.
Nearly 59% of India’s land area is earthquake-prone
(NDMA estimates).
A one-zone increase in seismic classification may raise
building costs by ~20%, while two-zone increases may
raise costs by about one-third.
Around 80% of India’s housing is informal, raising
concerns that stricter codes may push construction
outside regulatory systems.
Stronger earthquake-resistant designs would require
more cement and steel, affecting construction costs
and carbon emissions.

Static Linkages
India’s seismic activity is linked to the collision of the
Indian Plate with the Eurasian Plate, forming the
Himalayan seismic belt.
The Indian Standard Code IS 1893 provides guidelines
for earthquake-resistant design of structures.
The National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA)
issues national guidelines for earthquake preparedness
and mitigation.
The Disaster Management Act, 2005 provides the legal
framework for disaster risk reduction and preparedness
in India.
The Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction
(2015-2030) promotes risk-informed infrastructure
planning and disaster resilience.

Critical Analysis
Benefits of Revising Seismic Zoning

Improves scientific accuracy in earthquake hazard
assessment.
Aligns India with global seismic risk assessment
practices.
Strengthens earthquake-resilient infrastructure and
urban planning.
Supports long-term disaster risk reduction strategies.

Concerns
Significant increase in construction costs.
May slow infrastructure development in high-risk
regions.
Risk of expansion of informal housing due to expensive
compliance.
Need for better seismic data and local site studies.

Way Forward
Conduct extensive stakeholder consultation involving
engineers, ministries, industry and state governments.
Implement phased seismic code adoption to reduce
economic shocks.
Promote low-cost earthquake-resistant construction
technologies.
Strengthen urban planning and building code
enforcement.
Integrate disaster resilience with climate-sensitive
infrastructure planning.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

India recently faced LPG supply disruptions,
highlighting gaps in strategic LPG storage
capacity.
India imports about 60% of its LPG, and over
85% of these imports pass through the Strait
of Hormuz, making supplies vulnerable to
geopolitical tensions.
Rapid expansion of LPG connections through
Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY)
significantly increased demand.
However, long-term LPG storage infrastructure
has not expanded proportionately, raising
concerns about energy security.

Key Points
Consumption

India consumes about 3 million tonnes of
LPG per month.
Daily consumption is about 80,000 tonnes.
India is the second-largest LPG consumer
globally.

Import Dependence
LPG imports increased threefold from
2011–12 to 2024–25.
Import dependence increased from 47%
(2015) to about 60%.

Household Usage
India has around 33 crore LPG connections.
More than 85% of LPG consumption is by
households.
10 crore connections added since 2017
under PMUY.

Storage Capacity
Underground LPG storage capacity is 1.4 lakh
tonnes.
This equals less than two days of national
consumption.

Existing LPG Caverns
Visakhapatnam cavern (2007)
Mangaluru cavern (2025)

Import Route Risk
Strait of Hormuz is a major chokepoint for
India’s energy imports.

Future Storage Options
Peninsular Shield (granite formations) – proven
storage sites.
Deccan Traps – basalt formations but
technically challenging.
Salt formations in Rajasthan (Bikaner–Barmer) –
suitable for salt caverns.
Depleted gas reservoirs in Krishna–Godavari,
Cambay, and Mumbai offshore basins under
study.

Static Points
Energy security means uninterrupted availability of
energy sources at affordable prices.
Strategic reserves are created to handle supply
disruptions due to wars or geopolitical crises.
Salt caverns are preferred for hydrocarbon storage
because they are naturally impermeable and
structurally stable.
India has Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR) at
Visakhapatnam, Mangaluru and Padur.

Critical Points
Importance

Improves energy security.
Supports clean cooking transition.
Reduces indoor air pollution and biomass
dependence.

Concerns
High import dependency.
Limited strategic LPG storage.
Vulnerability to geopolitical chokepoints.
Lack of long-term infrastructure planning.

Way Forward
Develop strategic LPG reserves similar to Strategic
Petroleum Reserves.
Expand underground cavern storage in suitable
geological regions.
Diversify import sources beyond West Asia.
Promote domestic production and alternative fuels
like biogas and compressed biogas.
Integrate LPG planning with national energy
security strategy.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

Increasing use of tariffs, export controls,
sanctions, and industrial policies by major
economies indicates a shift from free trade–
led globalisation to strategic or protectionist
trade policies.
Events such as the COVID-19 pandemic,
Russia–Ukraine conflict, and US–China
technological rivalry exposed vulnerabilities in
global supply chains.
Countries are prioritising economic security
and supply-chain resilience over efficiency,
leading to concepts such as friend-shoring,
near-shoring, and reshoring.
This trend reflects declining trust in the
multilateral trading system under the World
Trade Organization (WTO).

Key Points
Doux Commerce Theory: Enlightenment idea
that trade promotes peace and cooperation
among nations.
Shift in Global Trade Pattern

From efficiency-driven globalisation →
security-driven trade policies.
Supply chain diversification to reduce
strategic dependence.

Weaponisation of Trade
Export controls on semiconductors, rare
earth minerals, and advanced technologies.
Use of tariffs and sanctions for geopolitical
objectives.

Supply Chain Restructuring
Friend-shoring: Relocating supply chains to
trusted political partners.
Near-shoring: Production closer to
domestic markets.

Reshoring: Bringing manufacturing back
to home country.

Decline of Multilateralism
Rise in regional and bilateral trade
agreements.
Weakening dispute settlement system of
WTO.

Implications
Higher trade costs and possible inflation.
Fragmentation of global economic order.

Static Points
WTO established in 1995 replacing GATT
(1947).
WTO trade principles include Most Favoured
Nation (MFN) and National Treatment.
Global trade is based on the theory of
comparative advantage.
Supply chains rely heavily on maritime
chokepoints such as Strait of Hormuz,
Malacca Strait, and Suez Canal.
India adopted trade liberalisation during
1991 economic reforms.

Critical Analysis
Positive Aspects

Strengthens national economic security.
Reduces dependency on geopolitical rivals.
Encourages domestic manufacturing and
industrial policy.

Concerns
Weakens rules-based global trade order.
Leads to trade fragmentation and
protectionism.
Increases production costs and inflation.
Risks escalation from economic competition
to geopolitical conflict.

Implications for India
Opportunity to become alternative supply
chain hub.
Need to strengthen manufacturing, logistics,
and trade competitiveness.

Way Forward
Reform and strengthen the WTO dispute
settlement mechanism.
Promote resilient and diversified supply
chains.
Balance strategic autonomy with global
economic integration.
Expand India’s participation in regional trade
and supply chain partnerships.
Invest in critical technologies and strategic
sectors.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Escalation of tensions between United States,
Israel, and Iran following recent military strikes
and targeted attacks in West Asia.
Renewed debate over external intervention
and regime change in sovereign states.
Developments are occurring near the Strait of
Hormuz, a critical global energy chokepoint.
Implications for India’s energy security, Indian
diaspora in the Gulf, and connectivity projects
like Chabahar Port and the International
North–South Transport Corridor (INSTC).
Also tests India’s strategic autonomy and
diplomatic positioning before forums like
BRICS.

Key Points
History of U.S. interventions

Iran (1953 coup), Guatemala (1954), Chile
(1973), Afghanistan (2001), Iraq (2003).
Frequently debated in relation to
sovereignty and international law.

International Law
United Nations Charter Article 2(4)
prohibits the threat or use of force against
territorial integrity or political
independence of states.

“Rally Around the Flag” Effect
External conflicts may strengthen domestic
legitimacy of governments.
National security narratives can suppress
dissent and consolidate power.

Strategic Importance of Iran
Regional power in West Asia.
Located near the Strait of Hormuz, through
which ~1/3 of global seaborne oil trade passes.

Implications for India
India imports ~85–90% of crude oil (Economic
Survey).
About 9 million Indians live in Gulf countries.
Chabahar Port enables access to Afghanistan
and Central Asia bypassing Pakistan.
INSTC links India with Iran, Russia and Eurasia.

Static Linkages
UN Charter principles: sovereign equality,
territorial integrity, non-intervention, peaceful
dispute resolution.
Major maritime chokepoints: Strait of Hormuz,
Strait of Malacca, Bab-el-Mandeb.
India’s foreign policy: strategic autonomy, non-
alignment legacy, peaceful conflict resolution.
Connectivity initiatives enhance trade with
Central Asia and Eurasia.

Critical Analysis
Concerns

Military interventions undermine international law
and sovereignty.
Risk of regional instability in West Asia affecting
global oil supply.
Threats to maritime trade routes and shipping
security.
Rising geopolitical polarization.

For India
Possible oil price rise and inflationary pressure.
Security concerns for the Indian diaspora in the
Gulf.
Diplomatic challenge of balancing ties with U.S.,
Israel and Iran.

Opportunity
Scope for India to act as a neutral diplomatic
actor promoting multipolarity.

Way Forward
Maintain strategic autonomy while engaging all
stakeholders.
Diversify energy sources and expand strategic
petroleum reserves.
Accelerate Chabahar Port and INSTC connectivity
projects.
Promote diplomatic solutions via multilateral
forums such as BRICS and the UN.
Strengthen maritime security cooperation in the
Indian Ocean Region.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

In April 2020, India amended its FDI policy to
prevent opportunistic takeovers of Indian
companies during the COVID-19 economic
disruption.
The amendment mandated government
approval for investments from countries
sharing a land border with India (LBCs).
Recently, the Union Cabinet relaxed certain
provisions of this policy to facilitate
investments.
Non-controlling beneficial ownership up to
10% from LBC investors is now permitted
through the automatic route.
Investment proposals from LBCs in key
manufacturing sectors (capital goods,
electronics components, etc.) will be
processed within 60 days.

Key Points
Countries sharing land borders with India:
China, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan,
Myanmar, Afghanistan.
April 2020 amendment: Mandatory
government approval for any FDI from LBCs.
Objective: Prevent hostile or opportunistic
acquisition of Indian firms during economic
distress.
New changes:

Up to 10% non-controlling beneficial
ownership allowed under automatic route.
Faster clearance (within 60 days) for
investments in selected manufacturing
sectors.

Economic Survey 2023-24: Suggested that easing
Chinese FDI could help India benefit from the
China+1 supply chain strategy.
Trade pattern: Despite investment restrictions,
India-China trade has expanded, especially in
electronics, machinery, and industrial inputs.
Policy aims to increase FDI inflows, access
technology, and integrate India into global supply
chains.

Static Linkages
FDI policy governed under Foreign Exchange
Management Act (FEMA), 1999.
Administered by Department for Promotion of
Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT).
Two routes for FDI:

Automatic route
Government route

FDI plays a key role in industrial growth, technology
transfer, employment generation, and export
competitiveness.
Global Value Chains (GVCs) are central to modern
manufacturing.
Government initiatives promoting manufacturing
include Make in India and Production Linked
Incentive (PLI) schemes.

Critical Analysis
Advantages

Facilitates FDI inflows and capital availability.
Enables technology transfer in manufacturing
sectors.
Helps India integrate into global value chains.
Supports China+1 strategy, attracting firms
diversifying production.
Improves manufacturing competitiveness and
exports.

Concerns
National security risks in strategic sectors.
Potential economic dependence on Chinese supply
chains.
India already faces a large trade deficit with China.
Geopolitical tensions may affect investment
stability.

Way Forward
Maintain strict screening of investments in sensitive
sectors.
Encourage joint ventures with Indian firms for
technology transfer.
Strengthen domestic manufacturing ecosystem
through PLI and infrastructure.
Diversify supply chains with Japan, South Korea,
EU, and ASEAN.
Balance economic interests with strategic security
considerations.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The Supreme Court allowed withdrawal of
Clinically Administered Nutrition (CAN) for
Harish Rana, a 31-year-old man who had been
in a permanent vegetative state after an
accident at age 18.
The decision followed 13 years of medical
dependence and the consent of his parents.
Earlier, the Delhi High Court and Supreme
Court (2024) had rejected the plea stating that
feeding tubes are not strictly medical
treatment.
The latest ruling overruled that interpretation,
allowing CAN withdrawal based on the
recommendation of a medical board.
The Court also asked the Union Government to
frame legislation on passive euthanasia to
prevent misuse and provide clearer
procedures.

Key Points
Passive euthanasia refers to withholding or
withdrawing life-sustaining treatment when
recovery is medically impossible.
In 2018, the Supreme Court legalized passive
euthanasia and recognized Living Wills
(advance medical directives).
Living wills allow individuals to state in
advance that life-support should be withdrawn
if they become terminally ill or incapacitated.
Withdrawal of treatment must involve medical
board approval and consent of relatives.

The latest ruling clarified that clinically
administered nutrition and hydration can be treated
as life-sustaining medical support in certain cases.
The Court emphasized human dignity under Article
21 as a key consideration.
The judiciary highlighted the need for statutory
safeguards to prevent coercion, manipulation, or
abuse of living wills.

Static Linkages
Article 21 guarantees the Right to Life and Personal
Liberty, interpreted by the Supreme Court to
include dignity in life and death.
The Aruna Shanbaug case (2011) allowed passive
euthanasia under strict conditions and required
High Court approval.
The Common Cause v. Union of India (2018)
judgment recognized living wills and passive
euthanasia as part of the right to die with dignity.
Medical ethics principles: autonomy, beneficence,
non-maleficence, and justice guide end-of-life
decisions.
The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) and
global bioethics frameworks stress patient
autonomy and informed consent.

Critical Analysis
Positive Aspects

Upholds human dignity and autonomy in medical
decisions.
Provides relief to families facing prolonged
emotional and financial distress.
Clarifies ambiguities around life-sustaining
treatment such as feeding tubes.
Strengthens jurisprudence on right to die with
dignity.

Concerns and Challenges
Possibility of coercion or manipulation of living
wills.
Lack of uniform legal framework governing
euthanasia procedures.
Ethical dilemma for doctors balancing medical duty
and patient autonomy.
Risk of misuse against elderly or disabled
individuals.
Institutional capacity issues in forming medical
boards quickly.

Way Forward
Enact a comprehensive law on passive euthanasia
and end-of-life care.
Create standardized procedures for living wills and
verification mechanisms.
Strengthen hospital ethics committees and medical
boards.
Promote palliative care and end-of-life counseling.
Conduct public awareness campaigns about patient
rights and medical ethics.
Develop digital registries for advance medical
directives to prevent manipulation.
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