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Gas from new sources will
end shortage, say officials

Importing natural gas from the LS. and Norway is now viable, although the shipping distance may
projong the shortage of the fuel, government savs; domestic LPG production has been increased

Saptaparno Ghosh
T.C.A, Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

he current crunch
T in India’s natural
gas supply is lkely

to be shortlived as the pre-
vailing higher prices make
imports  from  distant
sources economically via-
ble, according o govern-
ment sources. Howewver,
such shipments typically
take longer 1o ammive,
meaning the country could
face a shortage in the ine-
rim, they said.

Inddia’s LPG output has
increased by 10% afier
prioritising supplies to
households over industry
users, an official sid re-
questing anonymity. On
March 5, the Petroleum
and Matural Gas Ministry
had asked all ol refining
companies o maximise
production, directing that
all propane and buane
produced, recovered, or

Short crisis

Gaa shipmerts fnoen drtant regions, while economically feaditde,
it ke bongee 1o s, eading te & shertage bn the lnterim

& OnManch 5,
Centre had adked
sl ol redising
OIS

o

10 maximise
prodution, with

cult to make changes
quickly,” the official said.
“Apart from Qatar, our oth-
o options are Norwegian
or American gas, and that
takes a long time to reach
India Shipping industry
estimates suggest it akes
about two months to travel
to the ULS, or Norway and
returm o India.

Another government ol
ficial said LPG and LNG

® Estimates sggest
twn manths for India
s biringg gas. from

Koy o the £

® PG outpeet e ingreazed 10% from
privice ek nce pricntising iuppbes 1o
households cver industries, says official

® Ga o Norwiny 5ad thi LS. M6

N “viable options’ apan
frosm Cpatar

“We were getting Qatar
s an $6-8 per MMEB (me-
tric million British thermal
unit), and now the price is
$15 per MMBiu,” he said.
“Hant, the econombcs of bt is
that, once the price crosses
even $10 per MMBau, then
gas from Norway and the
U5, becomes viable des-
pite the long distance,” he
said.

“Gas will not be a long-

LPG shortage
pushes eateries
into a crisis

Hotelers. acrss the country
have flagped the shortage in
supply of commercial cooking
S, Vaious nestaurant
asseciations haree wamed that
ithee situation would force many
units to shist down while
unging the governmient o
ensure uninternapted supply of
encking fuel. b PAGE §

To allay concemns
Among restaraeurns, the
government on  Monday
constituted a committee
comprising three executive
directors of ofl marketing
companies (OMCS) 1o “re-
view the representations
fior LG supply and try to
provide some volumes to
them.”

The official sabd, “All ge-
nuine requirements will be

atherwise available to be

utitised for

=0m LNG, it is very diffi-

supplies had been diversi-

term problem, but there  addressed and relief pro-
frexl, with cargoes “already

will be some shortterm  vided 10 the extent

LIPG output.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context

India is facing a temporary shortage of natural
gas and LPG supplies due to higher global LNG
prices and logistical delays in imports.

Earlier, India imported most LNG from Qatar at
$6-8 per MMBtu, but prices have increased to
around $15 per MMBtu.

At prices above $10 per MMBtu, LNG imports
from the U.S. and Norway become
economically viable, leading to diversification
of supply sources.

The Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas
directed oil refineries to maximise LPG
production, prioritising household
consumption.

LPG output in India has increased by around
10% following the directive.

Key Points

Higher LNG prices are encouraging India to
diversify imports beyond Qatar.

LNG shipments from distant suppliers such as
the U.S. and Norway take about two months to
reach India.

Household LPG demand is prioritised over
industrial and commercial usage.

Oil refineries were directed to use all available
propane and butane for LPG production.
Government formed a committee of Qil
Marketing Companies (OMCs) to review LPG
supply for commercial users such as
restaurants.

The shortage is expected to be short-term as
additional cargoes arrive.

Static Linkages

India aims to increase the share of natural gas
in the energy mix to 15% by 2030.

Natural gas currently contributes about 6% of
India’s primary energy consumption.

LNG is natural gas cooled to about -162°C to
convert it into liquid form for transport.
Natural gas emits less carbon dioxide than coal
and oil, making it a transition fuel in energy
transition.

India imports around 50% of its natural gas
demand as LNG.

Major LNG terminals include Dahej, Hazira,
Kochi, Ennore and Dhamra.

Critical Analysis
Positive Aspects

Diversification of LNG suppliers improves
energy security.

Prioritisation of household LPG protects
welfare and social needs.

Higher prices make global supply options
economically feasible.

Policy response helps manage short-term
energy supply shocks.

Challenges

Dependence on imports exposes India to
global price volatility.

Higher LNG prices increase the import bill and
current account deficit.

Industrial and commercial users face fuel
shortages due to prioritisation.

Long shipping times create supply disruptions
during sudden demand spikes.

Way Forward

Expand domestic gas exploration under
reforms in hydrocarbon policy.

Strengthen national gas pipeline grid and LNG
regasification capacity.

Diversify long-term LNG contracts with
multiple suppliers.

Increase investments in renewable energy and
green hydrogen.

Promote energy efficiency and fuel
substitution in industries.



LS takes up resolution on
removal of Speaker as MPs
trade accusations in House

Sanderp Phukan
Wistula Hebhar

NEW HELHI

Speaker O Birka, with
buth the Treasury and Op-
position benches trading
sharp accuations aver thi
meutrality of the Chair,
Parliamentary  Affairs.
Minister Kiren Rijfju de-
scribed the motion as an
“attack on demwocracy it
solf™, while the Congress
Deputy Leader in the Lok
Sabha, Gaurav Gogol, said
the resolution was brought
from compulsion to “pro-
vect the neutrality™ of the
institution of the Speaker,
Initiating the debate,

Mr. Gogol slammed the
Speaker’s conduct, alleg:
g partizan behayvicur and
arguing that the motion
was eoessary 1 “save the
Comstiaion”,

"W are saddened that
we had 1o bring sucha re-
solution because we all
have persomal relations
with the Speaker. But it is
our dharma and duty o
protect the decorum and
dignity of this House” he
said.

The discusgion, for
whilch 10 hours have been
allotted, will continue on
Wednewday and condude
with a voie.

Union Home Minisser
Amir Shah iz expected o
interveni in the debae o

before  the
House wotes on  the
matlon,

The proceedings began
with Congress MP Moham-
thrvm the:
mhatic 10 movee the:
resobution for Mr. Birla's re-
mwwal. The motion was al-
s0 mowed by fellow Con:
gress MPs K. Suresh and
Malbu Fand.

A brief procedural row
erupted aver who would
preside over the proceed-
ings mmw‘i&m. Al
NN MP Assduddin Owasi
ratsed a polet of order, ask:
I why BJP MI* Japdambi-

Lok Sabha Deputy LoP and Congreis MP Gaurie Gogod spesics
g the Budpet wesian of Parkament on Tuiidiy, SAHSAD Tk

ka Pal was chairing the ses-
stom, and argalng thas Mr,
Pal had been appoiated 1o

Dby ansd Mer. Rijiju, who
said the claim was "irnele-
vant” and thise Mr. Pl was
cOmpEsent o preside over
the House during the
debate,

After the presiding offic
er asked members sup-
parting the notice to gand
ug, mare than the regquined
50 MPs rose in thelr seais,
allowing the motion to be
admitted for discirision.

The
Leader, in his remarks, al-
leged that the Oppasition
had repeatedly been de-
nied the opportunity to
ralse orithcal lssues in the
Hase and cited the treat:
memt of Leader of the Op-
position Rabul Gandbhi dur:
ing the debate on the
Motkon of Thanks 1o the
President’s Addres.

“In the month of Febru:
ary, when the Leader of
the Opposidon tried w0
spealk during the Motion of
Tharks, he was interrupt:
ed 20 times, The intersup-
thoins e fro the Chair,
members of the panel, and
senior leaders of the Trea-
sugr benches,” Mr. Gogol
sald.

MPs sibenced”

“Thiere was an expectation
that the Chair would be
ieiitrl. But reseanch of thi
uncommected  transcripes
will show the number of
témes the Leader of the Op-

pesition was interrupted,
‘While he was on his feet,
another  member Wik

called upon 1o speak.” Mr.
i sad.

“ls this the parliamen.
nary tradition we want o
show? Microphones are
Theing used to silence MPs.
This stands in direct corn:
iradiction wish the rinals
of this Houze,” he added.

Mr. Gogod also clted In-
stances where Opposition
members’ remarks were

Intervening during the
debate, Mr, Rijijn rejected
the Opposition's charges
and strongly defended Mr.
Birla, smying that the

Thad always acted
impartially amd had, in
fact, provided many op:
portunigies o Opposition

of y ing constitg:
ol nantions snce os
ling porwer in 2004 and said
ithe latest move was akmed
a1 undermining the office
of the Speaker.

“This resolution against
ibhe Speaker is akin to an at-
tack on democracy isell”
M. Bifjiju said.

M. Rifiju aleo dismisoed
allegations of bixs, clains.
ing that Opposition mems:
bers had been given ample
apportunity to ask supple:
mentary  questions  and
raise matters of pulsc im-
Purtance.

ISSUTS RUSED
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

e The Lok Sabha discussed a resolution seeking
the removal of Speaker Om Birla, moved by
Opposition MPs.

¢ The motion was introduced by Mohammad
Jawed, K. Suresh and Mallu Ravi of the
Congress.

* Opposition leaders alleged partisan conduct
and lack of neutrality in parliamentary
proceedings.

e The government defended the Speaker, calling
the motion an attack on democratic
institutions.

* More than 50 MPs supported the notice,
allowing the motion to be admitted for
discussion.

e A 10-hour debate has been scheduled before
the House votes on the motion.

Key Points
e Speaker of Lok Sabha is the presiding officer of
the Lower House of Parliament.
e Removal Procedure
o Requires 14 days’ notice before moving the
resolution.

o Motion must be supported by at least 50
members to be admitted.
o Passed by effective majority (majority of all the
then members of the House).
o The Speaker does not preside during the
discussion on his/her removal.
e Panel of Chairpersons presides over the House
during such debates.
e The debate reflects concerns regarding neutrality of
the Chair and parliamentary functioning.

Important Constitutional Provisions

e Article 93 - Election of Speaker and Deputy Speaker
of Lok Sabha.

e Article 94 - Vacation, resignation and removal of
the Speaker.

e Article 95 - Power of Deputy Speaker or other
person to perform duties of the Speaker.

e Article 118 - Each House regulates its own
procedure and conduct of business.

Important Institutional Roles of the Speaker

e Presides over Lok Sabha proceedings and maintains
order.

e Decides questions of disqualification under the
Tenth Schedule (Anti-Defection Law).

e Certifies Money Bills under Article 110.

e Chairs key parliamentary committees such as the
Business Advisory Committee and Rules
Committee.

e Presides over Joint Sitting of Parliament.

Critical Analysis
Issues Highlighted
e Concerns about impartiality of the Speakerin a
politically polarised Parliament.
e Allegations of limited opportunities for Opposition
to raise issues.
e Frequent disputes regarding expunging of remarks
and control of debates.
Institutional Concerns
e The Speaker belongs to a political party but is
expected to function impartially.
e Increasing partisan politics affecting parliamentary
conventions.
e Speaker’s powers in Anti-Defection decisions and
Money Bill certification have been debated earlier
as well.

Way Forward

e Strengthen parliamentary conventions of neutrality
of the Speaker.

e Ensure fair allocation of speaking time to all parties.

e Encourage consensus-based parliamentary
functioning between ruling and opposition parties.

e |Improve transparency and procedural clarity in
House proceedings.



SC to look into plea against
law on Muslim inheritance

Top court says striking down provisions in Shariat Act could ereate vacuum in Muslim inheritance
framework: says it would be better to defer to Parliament’s wisdom to bring a Uniform Civil Code

KEW DELHI

he Supreme Court

an Tussday orally

observed tha it
would be better 10 defer
Parllament’s  wisdom o
brringg a Uniform Civil Code:
rather than padicially strike
down provisions in the
Shariat Application  Act,
937, on the ground of dis-
erimination for giving Mus-
lirn women a smaller share
of Bamily inheritance com-
pared with their make
CIRIMETparts.
The Liw established Bs-
lamic law for inheritance
among Muslims, providing

one-cighth  share, or a
further  reduced one-
fiourth share if they do not
have children, and daught-
7% half of a son’s share,
Appearing  before  a
Bench comprising  Chiel’
Justice Surya Kant and, Jus-
tices R. Mahadevan and
Jovmialya Bagehi, sdvocate
Prashan Bhizshan, appear-
ing for petitioner Poulomi
Pavini Shukbs, challenged

Lo, you e salkineg about indwerizance.
Bt the Beosic coualiny of 3 omne man-
one worman relachonship, has it been realtsed

throughout the coumiry? So, Can we
heckane all bhigamios rekationships
b by personal Lo as wltro vires
Artiche H2 Wee have to defier tothe
wisahorm o the legiskaure i bring
the Directive Prifciphes o reality
JUSTICE JOYMALYA BAGCHI
0 Judge

Muglim women and men
reganding their right to
inberitamoe.

The Bench, however,
posed a practical question
of bew, asking which bw
would govern Muslim in
heritance if the Shariat Act
were struck down.

Mr. Bhushan responded
that the more secular In-
dian Suceession Act could
apply. He referred to the
landmark jadgment in Mo-
ry Ray v State of Kerala, in
which the petidoner suc-
cessfully fought for equal
Inheritance reghes for Syr-
fan Christian women in the
Seate, nullfying the dis
criminatory  Travancone

cession Act apply 1o Mus-
Em women? Remeniber,
when you strike an Act,
yOu freale 3 vacuum..., In
ol overanclety for re-
forms, we may deprive
them [Muslim women] of
whatever they are getting
now,” the Chiefl Justice
saddl

Justice  Bagehi  asked
whether it wisild be wiser
to defer to Parliament’s
wischom o realise the aspé-
ration expressed in Article
44 of the Directive Princh
phes of State Policy (DPSP)
of the Constinstion, which
says that the state shall en-
deavour to secure for citi-
zens a Uniform Civil Code

about inheritance. But the
basgc equality of a one
man-one woman relation:
ship, & monagamous exis-
tence, has it been realised
throughout the country?
Mo Can we declare all biga-
maizs relationships beund
by personal bw as uliva
wires Article M of the Cone
stitution? We have to defer
i the wisdom of the legls-
Eature 10 bring the DPSP in-
1o reality,” Justice Bagchi
observed.

Mr. Bhushan urged the
threejudge Bench to refer
the case to a Constitution
Bench. He sald the court
had earlier not hesitated o
sirike down triple falag,
which invalved a mone reli-
[ghous issue. “Inheritance ks
a2 civid right,” he submined.

The Chief Justice asked
whether b was suggesting
that the court grike down
the Sharist Act and effec-
tively  relegislate.  Mr
[Bhushan sakd the wop court
could either bring Muslim
women under the Indlan
Succession Act of declare
that the Shariat Act provi-
Shons an inberitance violar-

Reference to Past Case
o Mary Roy vs State of Kerala (1986) ensured
equal inheritance rights for Syrian Christian
women by applying the Indian Succession
Act.

Static Linkages

Article 14 - Equality before law.
Article 15 - Prohibition of discrimination on

what he called "artificlal  Christlan Successbon Act,  across the country, ed Asticle M, The court
discriminadon”  between 196, “Does the Indian Sue- “Look, you are talking  agreed ool the case.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

e The Supreme Court heard a petition
challenging discriminatory inheritance
provisions under the Muslim Personal Law
(Shariat) Application Act, 1937.

* The petitioner argued that the provisions
violate Article 14 (Right to Equality) as Muslim
women receive a smaller share of inheritance
compared to men.

e The Bench observed that instead of striking
down the law, it may be appropriate to defer to
Parliament to enact a Uniform Civil Code (UCC)
under Article 44 of the Directive Principles of
State Policy (DPSP).

Key Points
e Shariat Application Act, 1937

o Governs inheritance and other family
matters among Muslims.

o Provides that daughters receive half the
share of sons.

o Widow with children » 1/8 share, widow
without children » 1/4 share.

e Petitioner’s Argument

o These provisions amount to gender
discrimination.

o Suggested that if the Act is struck down,
Indian Succession Act, 1925 could apply to
Muslim inheritance.

e Supreme Court’s Observations

o Striking down the law could create a legal
vacuum.

o Courts should avoid re-legislating in
matters of personal law.

o Parliament is the appropriate body to
implement Uniform Civil Code.

grounds including sex.

e Article 25 - Freedom of religion.

* Article 44 - Directive Principle directing the
state to secure a Uniform Civil Code.

* |ndian Succession Act, 1925 - Law governing
inheritance for several communities except
where personal laws apply.

Critical Analysis
Concerns with Existing Provision
* Genderinequality in inheritance rights.
e Conflict between personal laws and
constitutional equality.
Concerns with Judicial Intervention
e May create a legal vacuum in Muslim
inheritance law.
e Sensitive issue involving religion and social
practices.
e Reform through legislation ensures democratic
deliberation.

Way Forward

e Gradual reform of personal laws ensuring
gender justice.

* Broader consultation with stakeholders and
communities.

e Consider codification or harmonisation of
personal laws.

e Debate and consensus-building for Uniform
Civil Code implementation.



SC seeks balance; govt. says
IT Rules do not curb satire

Petitioners question whao decides if content about the government is fake or misleading and wam
against the sae beeoming ithe sole arbiter of ruth’; Centre iefls SCwe know it when we see it

Erishmadas Rajagopal The e by the
SEW CELI Thae gquaestiin raksed in High Court leads 10 the
thes o bs oof oo cpaestion of how 1o bulisce
he Supreme Court importance it wenibd be better for #‘. B rights without destroying
on Tuesday sought — the Supeene Court o lay down e * theindhidial consituton:
baliste  between v The besues lagaed by the High al rights,” Chiel Juitice
protecting  the  natlon Wit b o the: g o of T a0 | Kans observed.
agalrat fake ooline content ke righes withos destoying e The Chied Justice bowes-
amwd safeguanding e right il il comstieutonal rghts er indicated that scene of
o free specch whille ibe . Ehe enline platfarms cos-
Cenize defensded that itsin J;::',""" sl "}i"ﬁ;‘:“ dhscted thensuehves inan of
formeation Techmology : J i oyt & Berdive manner. "o cin
wat not meant 1o damage 3 mm:l life.
oambhumour, satre or orit:  Ing the "business™ of the  “sole arbiter of ruth™. j\\u can damage the na

bt of the government., Cemtre. The Amendmsent The Cemitre appealed in Bam beehered about
“There is B0 inbeation  Rubs and the establibe e Sepreme Courl againgt tlmn:wacl o Ehe natian,”
under the stanse |Inforema-  mend of the FOU had come tbe High Court decision,  theCJl sald.
ton Tocheology Aot] or  @nder the jadicial sonatiny  saying it had no ssbwersive Adr, Diazar sadd whatever
the Rudes to curb amy hu- of the Bombay High Court  intention 10 onath free was mideading or ke
mous, sanse, expression  through petitions filed by speech. shold be wlien down
of view, criseal expression.  the F.:ﬂmrc Gl of India Semoradvecases Arvind  “Hur then wha defines
of view and arigiclem,” Sol-  and standup comedian  Datar and M. Seerval, for  “milibeading’¥* he asked.
Icloe-Gemserad Tuskar Meh-  Kunal Kamrae pamies including the Edi-
13, for the Uinion govern: The High Court had, in mu Guild, Associatom of  Need chear guidelines.
ment, addressed a Bersch  Seplember 2004, sinack Indian Magasines, News *There should be dear
headed by Chief Justice of  down the FOU notification  Broadcasiers of Digital A guidelines,” the CJl res-
Trulin Surym Kanl. and concluded the amend:  sociation and M, Kamrs, ponded, "B, W (b samic
in fact, the government  ed 1T Bules of 2081 “un-  aked who in the FCU time, shifting all the oo
had notified the formation  constitutional” and wiols:  would decide if a partiou-  om the state machinery
of a Fag Checling Unit  che of Assicle 14 (right 10 lar conoentwes fake or mof.  without pusting sy obligs-
AFCU) under the Press In- equalitys. 19 deedoms of “Wha mans thé FCU?  codd on thode who pliy
formation Bureau thaough  speech and  expression)  How can such a unit be  mibschiel reguires a lot of
& potification bsued in o and M Treedom and  formed o the basis of 4 consideration” the Ol e
Masch 3004 via the Infor- right 1 profession) of the  notécation? The High pondad
mation Techmology (Inter-  Constitution. It had cone Cowrt bad merely asked "When we see H, we
medisry Cuidelines and  cluded that (he expresion  dbee povernment (o famse  know it b Gke” Mr, Mebax
Digiral Medis Ethics Codel  “fake, fabie and mislesd  peoper Rubes,” Mr Dutar  isberjeciid,
Hudes, amended in April mg™ in the Rules was  submitted. Issuing motice on the
207, The FCL was meant vagoe and hence wrong™ *The question ralsed in  special leave petition by
0 oact as 3 “deternent™ Inthnmmto\‘arrydcﬁ the case Is of paramewsnt  che Censre, the court re-
against the creathon and  mition. The High Courthad  importance. It would be  fused Mr. Mehia’s nequesi
dissemniration of ke news  mid the government care better for the Supreme o stay the High Count dect
of Ehdformation fegand  pol ssame the role of the  Couwt o lay down the low,  don

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

The Supreme Court is hearing the Union
government’s appeal against the Bombay High
Court (2024) judgment striking down the Fact
Checking Unit (FCU) provision under the
Information Technology (Intermediary
Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code)
Rules, 2021, amended in 2023.

The FCU under the Press Information Bureau
(PIB) was notified in March 2024 to identify
fake, false or misleading information about the
“business of the Central Government.”
Petitions challenging the rule were filed by
Editors Guild of India and digital media
organisations.

The Bombay High Court declared the provision
unconstitutional, citing violation of Articles 14,
19(1)(a) and 19(1)(g).

The Supreme Court emphasised the need to
balance misinformation control with
protection of free speech and sought clear
regulatory guidelines.

Key Points

IT Rules 2021 (amended 2023) introduced the
Fact Checking Unit (FCU) to flag
misinformation related to government
functioning.
Online intermediaries must remove flagged
content to retain safe harbour protection
under Section 79 of the IT Act, 2000.
Bombay High Court observations:

o Terms like “fake”, “false”, “misleading” were

vague.

o Government cannot be the sole arbiter of
truth.
o Provision violates freedom of speech and
equality before law.
e Union Government’s argument:
o The rule targets misinformation, not satire,
humour or criticism.
o Intended to protect public interest and
national integrity.
e The Supreme Court issued notice but did not
stay the High Court judgment.

Static Linkages

e Article 19(1)(a) - Freedom of speech and
expression.

e Article 19(2) - Reasonable restrictions (security
of state, public order, defamation, etc.).

e Article 14 - Equality before law and protection
from arbitrariness.

e Information Technology Act, 2000 - Legal
framework for digital governance.

e Section 79 (Safe Harbour) - Protection for
intermediaries complying with due diligence.

e Shreya Singhal v. Union of India (2015) -
Supreme Court struck down Section 66A for
vagueness and chilling effect on free speech.

Critical Analysis
Significance
e Helps tackle fake news, misinformation and
deepfakes.
* Protects national security and public order.
e Strengthens accountability of digital
platforms.
Concerns
¢ Risk of executive censorship and misuse.
e Vague definitions may lead to arbitrary
decisions.
e Possible chilling effect on journalism and
satire.
e Lack of independent oversight mechanism.

Way Forward

¢ Define clear legal standards for
misinformation.

e Create an independent fact-checking
mechanism rather than government-
controlled body.

* Ensure judicial or multi-stakeholder oversight.

e Promote digital literacy and responsible
platform governance.

* Maintain balance between national security
and constitutional freedoms.



Inside China, authority, conflict and strategic challenges

he progreccon from Moo Tse wwhqummmmmhm Dlmuhﬂﬂ:_uhrfﬂﬂ!:’mmlaumﬂy
TumgSlan Bedang 10 Deng Xisopisg 1o Inm.lh‘rnhr procdictions, While r. Ximay  highest beor of the (70 What & discrenible
I i finping in China reveals the natsne ’a :wwwvwmlhu-ﬁm%ntw that a normally beligerens China bas, of latr,
thasi

i the pewes shilts it huve ocourmed TeOe g, B b uﬂnoumn-hglhuu bscien aetirng with (ar greater circumspoctian
s the conslry a | o the S devili® ik b0 be hisddering (hdas' il i its dealings with the world ot birge, and
RS A sheee bonkc keaders, in thelr own way, progress. Analyxing China's farure chearfy widhthe LLE in parsicular, This is even more
drmmomtrated what was rosereial to suineain and MK, Narayanan derrusahs better comprrehemmion of where China ssrpehing comidering that China b riding a waw
santaln poswer i3 country that had managed s s o Bommer Birechor, wands mday. o furhocharged mnavason i many areas such 2
strve off takiwers by KoEig powess e the il e, Crwer thie years, th: mhaik thar China b & eloriric vehicles, pharmaceitiosh i
] ool b b wraring thin. Indghctl and. of lste, Arséicial I . in al this,
Snce 1945, when Mao Tse Tung led the Sy A analysis woukd seem v suggest that belief in the. China appears well ahead of the curve.
Commrranist Paty of Ching (E0) b victory and el hormer sl et by the beadderhip dockzng,
ik ooninel, the il Tt il a of st defcii’, Topeiher A redloonor
wickded unquestioned authority over the pary - g with a bess than optimistic ssessment of the staee  Whae |s even maore surprising b thae - and with
and the coustry, letwoen 1949 3nd 206, thare off the Chinase eoonomry, and the problems faced.  the meorpeion of Taan - China, of Lee, has heen
have, no doube, been mamy cther keaders wha by some of its polinical insTinutions. i may be disinclined 0o take 3 confromtathonal posture.
winered the ety S, bt i b Aaa, prrssmsed tht szner trmicen e mceaning, and yb.a..umcn_nma:tm‘mmm
Dieng and Mr. Xi who left an indelible stampon are hegirning o impact the highest o ehip, in
China's forpanes and progres. party. Dealing with usch 2 sinusion would unmmm»rmmm@u.m
urkcubmedy requine drastic measres tn el Ocean. thas was complesed i3 frtright
Thee nmer devils’ oontrol and sl ol opposition e aguadriet thie normeal thiree weeks (rthioagh the Suex.
Actons (Tin, sig of Me. XiY nhority ste. Ieackorallip, cven ot the bighed paity kvebi This, Canali, woukd sofmally hine boen herakdod by
markedhy evident. However, even ax China has rashey dhan 08 COFTU PCion againin Dwaemmdwmmuim
emenged as the second mo powesful courtry, it seniof pay fusstonaries, would seem a more Sl Boae. Bun Chisa hun
B Ity ows ey devily”, Periadic panpes at the rrplantion for the periods purpe. thischbrwmens, nulhmhnu-udmnh
st beves of state inatinations have ked oo taking place. “supgty chain stabiliy .
erpretations i o the resl it of et
affairs. Whille China appears w bea Denes voghobal credibllicy display of recicence, and feed thar it s ineended
menlith, several purges hurve Doen insesaled Deeeaions and China's vl the feathers of weshern powers ala
opporiticn n the leader of the time, appusent inefiect ez in i wham Ching's econamy i Bcing certain
Thibs waek aier the cane during the periods.of Mao bepond its ‘sear aheoad” - sumety Eastand proisberrrs ared Mr. Trumg his wamed of the
and D Sonsthesst Aaka ~ swoem to huve damaged i image  threst posed 1o LS. inserests in Groenlasd by
Inthe less purge, kir, Xiremaoved the highly a5 a glotul power, " i the vicinicy. Apart fhom this.
Pt general of e Pooples” Likseration Ay muummmmnu Viemensela China's v gTYees 0o P it cliitdl o being
PLAS , and vioe-chairmam of the Ceniral Miiary weam 3 8esd came of Chira's ghoball outrrach imihis. a 'neas Asciic Sease” nequiees a valid
Comeriaion, Ceneral Fhang Yousia, sl asother respect al the beginning of 06, Chisa falled the Mo svategic experns seem 1o feed thae problems
sy senior ofier, Con. | Fhenl, from the tewt anel conled et eourter Unised S at e highrst bevels of the (I can be the only
gkt peodicymaking bty of thie CPC. The purge: President Donald Trumg: chat the Plasiie 3
s ki nine sy L makers fom Wit Hemisphiere helanged o the LS. and fo What sk needs valid eplanarion i the
China's Parkament o Force owaee whiee. This desplie Chisa havisg mvested 3 penevall mocd of pessiminm that appeans o be
acesing aned Indormarios grean deal in Venesuels in recest years. Sore sweeping aceons China.
m:h\.«lmumlm&lm revently, in Wit sk, (hing sgein feled 1 has emetped o far. Cracks in the Conmmsie
worth examining whether this i menely anochey demarerae s abdiny 1o checkmane the LS. and  pany monalith ok possibly be one
My, Xior us indication of the. el an tack of lan, leading 1o the desth of o i wrllbe an i
Wdun-:,-;w bkt leadlershin. A Bird in |E‘wr‘-&nn Irl:h.nq'rrtr' ealer, Ayatollah Khamenel fear - ﬂmﬂhwamu:-mnnwhd&“u‘
the Linguage weed 10 describe Cen. Thang in the The cuscoms in We Asia has, incidenially, rean sierny, All this mighi appear raher
Litwration Arrmy Dy, vir. " toxin that priesped urépans e iems betworn far-frtched o sow, b b werthy of mene
had o e incied”. This coubd lead 10 an inference Chinese weaponry and thas of the LS. and the detalled aralysls, ghven the pass history of
of s ity i ol e fig ol Bt (i Wi, ferther himieg (g repulstion. Chiaas  Chiness e
Comerranist Whille by no e proven, conspicucus ncapubeity so countes the LS bath Cibven China's position i the world, dhe
i s sl oty examining. . N i the ‘Western Hemisphere amd In West Asla ks prevailing SfLtion In China deierves 8 bemer
P churiagg Maars Brtiers, there wan the Gilven Chia’s usckoubrectly haing rpemdons and may hawe s ot detaiked uders Ldig of what 5
Intamonzs. Lira Shacogi cpsbode. which though noc bkl pumition. possibéy impacied China's image beyondrepair,  faking place. Events in China cant a shadow naot
1.3 poswer serugghe, b viewed by the prevating in Chisa's cyes, it has, messmwhile, shanered s ey cmver Aai bu b vt rasch of the otk
p—— hoen an abortnvr ciullerge n SiiRion wighin | aefully conerfrd Empressdon that Chira bs more | Whs bs happenisg i China pevds bester
Mus mpremacy. While Me Xl appears i Bave | e oy T L g and A e benigs
emerged mavossiial, yet again, the fy beafl of dert o warvedae that ehis oo wiashd have bed 5 and b astagonintic Chisa would be of great
anoder masthve anth-cormuption purpe b sk chiser recriminations ai the highesi levels of the party, value i 2 workd Excing mary crossourrenis. For
begireaing o wear thin. it merits  rethink of and] decper e, prrbugs, princking o challorge o the Indlis, & retuen o an earber ora of ‘Hind Chini
i teckay 1.3 monedith, faring fru irsemal e g dhqrmastion. Pibai Jhex chisrn amel Chirsae arm berebers s
challenges. of evenis It b5, By aeTLan, &5 of now. whether ik e T W SO

e Recent developments indicate purges of senior
military officials and party members in China
under President Xi Jinping.

* High-ranking officers of the People’s Liberation
Army (PLA) and members of the Communist
Party of China (CPC) have been removed under
the ongoing anti-corruption campaign.

* Analysts interpret these developments as
either anti-corruption efforts or consolidation
of political power within the CPC.

e Historically, strong leaders such as Mao
Zedong and Deng Xiaoping also used purges
and institutional control to maintain authority.

e The developments occur amid economic
slowdown, geopolitical competition with the
United States, and internal governance
challenges.

Key Points
¢ Centralised leadership in China
o Political power is concentrated in the
Communist Party of China (CPC).
o The top leadership controls the party, state
institutions, and military.
e Anti-corruption campaign
o Initiated by Xi Jinping in 2012.
o Targeted thousands of party officials,
bureaucrats, and military officers.
e Military restructuring
o Reforms strengthened the authority of the
Central Military Commission (CMC) over
the PLA.
o Aim: ensure political loyalty of the armed
forces to the CPC leadership.

e Economic pressures
o Slowing economic growth.
o Real estate crisis and rising debt.
o Demographic challenges due to aging
population.
e Foreign policy posture
o Chinais increasingly cautious in confronting the
United States.
o Strategic focus remains on Taiwan, South China
Sea, and Indo-Pacific influence.
e Technological leadership
o Chinais advancing in sectors such as:
Electric vehicles
Artificial intelligence
logistics and digital infrastructure.

O O O

Static Linkages

e China follows a single-party political system
dominated by the Communist Party.

e The Central Military Commission controls the armed
forces.

e The National People’s Congress (NPC) is the highest
legislative body.

e The Politburo Standing Committee is the top
decision-making body of the CPC.

e Leadership legitimacy in China is often maintained
through economic performance and political
control.

Critical Analysis
Positive Aspects
e Strong leadership may provide political stability
and policy continuity.
e Anti-corruption campaigns may improve
governance and discipline within institutions.
e Military reforms strengthen civilian control over
armed forces.
Concerns
e Frequent purges may indicate internal factional
struggles within the CPC.
e Qver-centralisation may weaken institutional
decision-making.
e Economic slowdown may increase internal political
tensions.
¢ Declining global credibility could affect China’s
strategic ambitions.
Implications for India
¢ Internal political dynamics in China may influence
its border policies and regional strategy.
e |ndia must monitor developments affecting Indo-
Pacific security and regional power balance.

Way Forward

e Strengthening institutional governance within
China’s political system.

e Addressing structural economic challenges.

e Greater diplomatic engagement to reduce global
tensions.

e For India: maintain strategic vigilance, strengthen
partnerships in the Indo-Pacific, and continue
diplomatic engagement with China.



Al and the national security calculus

mthropic, an American Artifcial

lmﬂﬁmm:hhl&ﬂu‘mhm

Chinese Al ibs (DeepSeck, MooschotAl,
and MEniMaxy o be treased as national secarity
threats. The Al modeks of Anthropic and other
American labs: have also been used by
e LLS, millitary in the Iran aftacks w fst-rack
thie ~kill chain® from targe idertification to legal
appeoval and strike.
The Pestagon has labelled Anthropic a “supply
chain” risk — » designation associated with
ot adversaries, for raksing coneerms about
mnswmwmhﬁmmdhmulm
e
mmxrt‘ﬂ‘ﬂdrwhlpmcnﬂu\!rmrmmd
2 e wereks have serious implications for Al

o

warkiwide,

curity cak

Tberﬂumuhhshmh«ﬂxc‘mid
distilling fromtier maodeds from American Al
comparties. In a mutshell_ this imvolves taking a
stronger Al model's outputs o beach a wesker
. The attacks were sophisticabed and wed
v bechniques to mask (he identity and
inperit of he distillers, Anthropic chisns that this
wmmionanmmmlw* 16 mlion
exchanges with Claude through approxdmately
24,000 fraudulent acoounts, in violstion of our
{erms of service and regional acoess restrictions”.
t.mrmm.l.l.nsnﬁmnmdl.lhmdﬂr
chnodogies, with the aim of
prolferation of the technobogy. However, a sa
dualuse puarpose technology that i more
comparal |ostmkm¢m&|har| muchear
wieapains. Urlike michear iechisdoges, whine
gevernnents drive research and divelopment
efforts, cutting-cdge Al research happens in the
peivate sectar for chilian applications. it just so
happens that the same technology abeo has

8

Eharath Redddy
b Assoiate Pl
‘with the Takshashils
istitutesn

The: comtroversy
over Al
Integrathon In
military systems
highlights the
need for
plurilsteral

commitments by

SLALCs to

eecanise: fissile

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News
e U.S.-based Al company Anthropic has urged
the U.S. government to treat Chinese Al labs

such as DeepSeek, Moonshot Al, and MiniMax

as potential national security threats.

* Anthropic alleged that these firms accessed its
Al model Claude through millions of queries
using fraudulent accounts to extract outputs
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for training their own models.

* Reports also suggest that Al models from
companies such as OpenAl and Google are
being used by the United States Department of
Defense to accelerate military decision-making

processes (“kill chain”).

* The episode reflects intensifying U.S.—China

technological competition in Artificial

Intelligence and concerns over Al governance.

Key Points

* Al Model Distillation
o Technique where a smaller Al model learns
from the outputs of a larger model.
o Helps achieve similar performance at lower

computational cost.
* Dual-use Nature of Al
o Al technologies have civilian uses

(healthcare, education, productivity).

o They also have military uses (surveillance,
cyber warfare, autonomous weapons).

e Limitations of Technology Restrictions

o Al relies mainly on software, data and
talent, making restrictions difficult.

o Export controls on advanced chips have
not fully prevented Al development in rival

countries.
e Corporate—-Military Interface
o Private Al companies increasingly

collaborate with defence agencies.

lethal decisions, [u'nhlhu:mﬂummx:.{nﬂnn
surveillance, ard anditable technical

fior saxch capabilities. These commitments mest
apply universally for them o be effective,

o Raises issues regarding ethical use
and accountability.

Static Linkages

¢ Artificial Intelligence is considered a
General Purpose Technology (GPT) with
economy-wide applications.

e Dual-use technologies can be used for
both civilian and military purposes.

¢ Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) in
technology are governed internationally
under the TRIPS Agreement of the WTO.

e Military operations often follow the “kill
chain” framework: detection -
identification > decision - strike.

e Global governance challenges arise when
critical technologies are controlled by
private corporations.

Critical Analysis

Concerns
* Increasing militarisation of Artificial
Intelligence.

e Technology monopolies among a few
global companies.

* Intellectual property disputes related to
Al model training.

e Lack of international regulatory
frameworks for Al use in warfare.

Opportunities

e Al can improve productivity, healthcare
diagnostics, and governance systems.

* Innovation through open research
ecosystems and global collaboration.

Way Forward

e Develop international norms for
responsible military use of Al.

e Ensure human oversight in lethal
autonomous weapon systems.

* Promote transparent and accountable Al
development standards.

e Strengthen multilateral cooperation for
global Al governance.



Strategic blunder

The US. must pull back instead of tailing
Israel in this reckless war

y picking Ayatollah Mojtaba Khamenei as
Blhe Supreme Leader, after the assassina-

tion of his father Ali Khamenei in a joint
U.S.-Israeli strike on February 28, Iran has sig-
nalled defiance and continuity. Last week, UL.5.
President Donald Trump, who demanded Iran's
“unconditional surrender”, made it clear that the
younger Khamenei was unacceptable to him. But
Iran’s Assembly of Experts, the 88-member cleri-
cal body, chose the 57-year-old ayatollah, who also
lost ather close family members in the February
28 strike, as the new “leader of the revolution™.
Having fought “on the frontlines™ of the Iran-Irag
war and studied Islam in the seminaries of Qom,
Mojtaba Khamened has maintained close des with
the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps and the
clerical establishment., By elevating him, Tehran
has sent an unmistakable message: the Islamic Re-
public stands firm despite the war. If Mr. Trump
believed that his initial decapitation strike would
lead to the Islamic state's collapse, he was mista-
ken. Instead, all branches of the state rallied be-
hind the military and the clergy, while Iran region-
alised the war by attacking UL5. bases and energy
infrastructure in the Persian Gulf as well as Israel.
Now, a new Khamenei is in power; the Iranian
state is far from collapsing; energy prices are soar-
ing and leaders in the U.S. and Israel are searching
for exit strategies,

This was a wholly unnecessary war. Israel and
the U.S. began attacking Iran hours after Oman,
which mediated talks between Tehran and Wash-
ington, had said that a nuclear deal was within
reach, After the war began, Mr, Trump kept shift-
ing the goalposts. On day one, he said the over-
thraw of the Iranian state was his objective; by the
fifth day, he said he wanted to be involved in se-
lecting Iran's new leader, and by the eleventh day,
he declared that America had already won and
that the war would be over “soon”, even as Iranian
missiles continued to rain down on lsrael and tar-
get U.S. bases in the region. To be sure, the US.
and Israel possess immense air power and can
continue to pound Iran. Independent investiga-
tions have found that American missiles struck a
girls” school in Iran on February 28, claiming over
160 lives. Last week, Israeli strikes on Iran's oil
storage facilities enveloped Tehran in thick smoke.
But what is the paint of continuing to bomb a pe-
ople whom the Americans promised to “liberate”™
until a few days ago, without clearly achievable
political goals? The Iranian state is not folding, itis
fighting back. If Mr. Trump and Benjamin Neta-
nyahu continue this war, the global economy will
come under even greater stress, Whether they
realise their grave miscalculation or not, the way
forward is not more bombing. This war must be
brought o an end immediately.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

e Ayatollah Mojtaba Khamenei was appointed as
the new Supreme Leader of Iran by the
Assembly of Experts after the assassination of
former Supreme Leader Ali Khameneiina U.S.—
Israel strike on February 28.

* The strike triggered military escalation
between Iran, the United States, and Israel,
with Iran retaliating against U.S. bases and
Israeli targets.

* The conflict has raised concerns about
regional stability, global energy security, and
international diplomacy, particularly because
negotiations on Iran’s nuclear programme were
reportedly close to agreement before the
attacks.

Key Points
e Assembly of Experts
o An 88-member clerical body responsible
for appointing and supervising the
Supreme Leader of Iran.
* Mojtaba Khamenei
o Son of former leader Ali Khamenei.
o Participated in the Iran-lraq War (1980-
88).
o Studied Islamic theology in Qom, a major
religious centre in Iran.

o Known for close ties with the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC).
e Conflict escalation
o Iran launched missile strikes on Israel and
targeted U.S. bases in the Persian Gulf region.
o Attacks on energy infrastructure have raised
concerns about disruptions in global oil supply.
e Global implications
o Rising crude oil prices due to instability in the
Persian Gulf.
o Increased strategic importance of the Strait of
Hormuz, a major oil transit route.
o Risk of wider West Asian regional conflict.

Static Points

e The Strait of Hormuz connects the Persian Gulf with
the Gulf of Oman and carries nearly one-fifth of
global oil trade.

e The Iran—-Iraq War (1980-1988) significantly shaped
Iran’s military and political leadership.

e The Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) aims to
prevent the spread of nuclear weapons and
promote peaceful nuclear energy use.

¢ India imports over 85% of its crude oil, making
stability in West Asia crucial for its energy security.

Critical Analysis
Strategic Issues
e The conflict may lead to regional militarisation in
West Asia.
e Escalation risks disrupting global oil supply chains.
Political Dimensions
e |ran’s rapid leadership transition indicates
institutional resilience of the Islamic Republic.
e Military strikes may weaken ongoing diplomatic
efforts on nuclear negotiations.
Global Implications
e Rising oil prices may increase global inflationary
pressures.
e The conflict may intensify great-power rivalry in
West Asia.
Implications for India
e Possible increase in energy import costs.
e Risks to Indian diaspora and maritime trade in the
Gulf region.
¢ Need for balanced diplomacy with Iran, Israel, and
the United States.

Way Forward

e Encourage diplomatic negotiations to revive nuclear
agreements.

e Strengthen international monitoring mechanisms
through global institutions.

e Promote regional dialogue and de-escalation
efforts.

e Diversify global energy supply sources and
accelerate renewable energy transition.

e Ensure adherence to international humanitarian law
during armed conflicts.



Catch them young
Increasing activity. eating healthy meals
will help keep obesity away

he phrase ‘catch them young' has ac-
T quired a perverse slant in a world grap-

pling with a galloping non-communicable
diseases epidemic. The full gamut of conditions
that comprise metabolic diseases, usually impact-
ing people with advancing age, are affecting even
children, studies show. The recently released
World Obesity Atlas 2026 delivers a true shocker.
As per the report, released on World Obesity Day
(March 4), in 2025, there were 14.9 million chil-
dren i the 5-9 years group and more than 26.4
million children in the 10-19 age group in India
who were overweight or sbese. About 41 million
children had a high BMI rate. Further, estimates
suggest that by 2040, 20 million children in India
will be obese and 56 million will be overweight.
The report also estimates that at least 120 million
children of school-going age are expected w have
early signs of chronic illnesses such as hyperten-
sion and cardiovascular disease due to weight, in
2040, While, globally, China leads both catego-
ries, with 62 million children with high BMI and 33
million with abesity, India comes second, and is
tailed by the United States (27 million high BMI; 13
million abesity), With such high obesity figures,
the avtendant health statistics too are unaccepta-
bly off the charts: In India, children aged 519
vears with disease indicators attributed to high
BM, including hypertension, diabetes, hypergly-
caemia, high cholesterol, and metabolic dysfunc-
tiorrassociated steatotic liver disease (MASLD) are
projected to rise substantially by 2040. The risk
factors are similar to adult-onset metabolic condi-
tions, broadly categorised as insufficient activity
and consumption of unhealthy foods. Other as-
pects, mentioned as causes, include poor access
to healthy school meals for primary and secon-
dary grade children, and sub-optimal breast feed-
ing for infants aged 1-5 months.

Clearly, not enough is being done to stem this
tide of growing childhood obesity. The Waorld
Obesity Federation calls for greater action and em-
phasis on monitoring in terms of marketing res-
trictions and sugar levies on packaged food pro-
ducts. Experts have also called for restrictions on
marketing packaged foods to children, sincere im-
plementation of global physical activity recom-
mendations for children, ensuring the mandatory
breastfeeding period for infants, and healthier
school feod standards, besides integration of pre-
vention and care into primary health systems. It is
worrisome that obesity and overweight, once as-
sockated with higherincome countries, are now
catching up rapidly in low- and middle-income
countries. If nothing is done at this stage, the gains
that the nation expects from its youth, even as it
heads towards a grey path, will be hollowed out.
The only way out is to catch them young, even be-
fore non-communicable discases can.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

The World Obesity Atlas 2026, released by the
World Obesity Federation on World Obesity
Day (4 March), highlights the alarming increase
in childhood obesity in India.

In 2025, India had 14.9 million children (5-9
years) and 26.4 million adolescents (10-19
years) who were overweight or obese.

About 41 million children in India had high
Body Mass Index (BMI).

By 2040, projections suggest 20 million
children will be obese and 56 million will be
overweight.

India ranks second globally in childhood
obesity, after China.

Key Points
Health Risks

o

o

Rising incidence of hypertension, diabetes,
hyperglycaemia, high cholesterol, and
metabolic dysfunction-associated steatotic
liver disease (MASLD) among children.
Increased risk of cardiovascular diseases at
younger ages.

* Major Causes

o

Sedentary lifestyle and low physical
activity.

o Increased consumption of ultra-processed

and high-sugar foods.
o Poor access to nutritious school meals.
o Sub-optimal breastfeeding practices in
infants.
o Increasing screen time and urban lifestyle
changes.
Global Comparison

o China: 62 million children with high BMI; 33

million obese.

o India: Second largest burden.
United States: 27 million high BMI; 13
million obesity.

Recommended Interventions

o Restrictions on marketing unhealthy foods
to children.

o Sugar tax on packaged foods and
beverages.

o Implementation of physical activity
guidelines for children.

o Healthy school food standards.

o [ntegration of obesity prevention into
primary healthcare systems.

Static Linkages

Body Mass Index (BMI): Indicator used to
classify overweight and obesity based on
weight and height.

Non-Communicable Diseases (NCDs) account
for nearly two-thirds of deaths in India.
National Programme for Prevention and
Control of Cancer, Diabetes, Cardiovascular
Diseases and Stroke (NPCDCS) targets NCD
prevention.

POSHAN Abhiyaan focuses on improving
nutritional outcomes among children and
mothers.

PM POSHAN Scheme provides nutritious meals

to school children.

WHO recommendation: Children should
engage in at least 60 minutes of physical
activity daily.

Critical Analysis
Concerns

Rapid rise of childhood NCD risk factors
threatens India’s demographic dividend.
Increasing availability of cheap ultra-
processed foods.

Weak regulation of food marketing targeting
children.

Urban lifestyle changes reducing physical
activity.



Challenges

Limited nutrition awareness among parents
and children.

Inequality in access to healthy food options.
Fragmented health monitoring systems in
schools.

Stakeholder Perspective

Government: Responsible for regulation and
public health programs.

Food Industry: May resist stricter regulations
or sugar taxes.

Schools and Parents: Key role in promoting
healthy habits.

Public Health Experts: Advocate preventive
and behavioural interventions.

Way Forward

Implement strict regulation on junk food
advertising targeting children.

Introduce taxation on sugar-sweetened
beverages and ultra-processed foods.
Strengthen school health programs and
nutrition education.

Promote daily physical activity in schools
through mandatory sports periods.
Integrate child obesity screening into primary
healthcare and school health programmes.
Improve breastfeeding awareness and
maternal nutrition programs.




F_DI from China

60-day deadline for processing
and deciding investment pro-
posals from the land border
countries in the specified
manufacturing sectors. A Com-
mittee of Secretaries (CoS)
under the Cabinet Secretary
hasbeen given powers to revise
the list of specified sectors
goingahead.

The government has also
incorperated the definition and
criteria for "beneficial owner’
for investors from land border-
sharing countries, in line with
money laundering rules.

“The Beneficial Ownership
test shall be applied at the level
ofthe investor entity. lnvestors
withnon-controlling LEC (land
bordering countries) Beneficial
Cwnershipof up o 10 per cent
shall be permitted under the
automatic route as per the ap-
plicable sectoral caps, entry
routes, attendant conditions,
Such investments shall be sub-
ject to the reporting of relevant
information/details by the in-
vestee entity to DPIIT (Depart-
ment for Promotion of Industry
and Internal Trade),” the re-
lease stated,

The new guidelines are ex-
pected to provide clarity and
ease of deingbusinessin India,
and facilitate investments
which can contribute towards
greater FDI inflows, access to
new technologies, domestic
value addition, expansion of
domestic firms and integration
with the glebal supply chain,
the release stated,

“Thiswould helpin leverag-
ing and enhancing India's com-
petitiveness as a preferred in-

flows would supplement do-
mestic capital, supporn the ob-
jectives of Atmanirbhar Bharat,
and accelerate overall econ-
omic growth,” it stated.

This comes after a high-
level committee chaired by
NITI Aayog member Rajiv
Gauba had recommended
withdrawing curbs on Chinese
investments. Separately, the
Economic Survey 2023-24 had
madethecase for attractingin-
vestment from Chinese com-
paniesto strengthen Indiasex-
port competitiveness.

In its statement Tuesday,
the government said that the
applicability o PN3 i
to cases where LBC investors
were having “only non-stra-
tegic, non-controlling inter-
ests” was seen as adversely af-
fecting investment flows from
investors,

India hiad Imposed restric-
tions on investments from
China through Press Note 3 in
April 2020, making govern-
ment approval mandatory for
investments from countries
sharing a land border with
India. The move was aimed at
preventing opportunistic take-
overs during the Covid-19 pan-
demic and had remained in
force amid heightened national
security concerns following the
Galwan clash later that year.

The PN3 was primarily
meant for Chinese imvestors as
entities of Bangladesh and Pak-
istam can invest only under the
Eovermment route, Investments
from other bordering countries
such as Nepal, Myanmar, Bhu-
tan, Afghanistanare verysmall

vestment and manufacturing  asashare of India’s total forelgn
destination. Increased FDLin-  investment inflows,

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

* The Union Cabinet (2026) approved easing of
FDI restrictions from countries sharing a land
border with India in selected manufacturing
sectors.

* The restrictions were originally imposed
through Press Note 3 (2020) requiring
government approval for investments from
neighbouring countries.

* The move aims to boost manufacturing, attract
technology and integrate India with global
supply chains.

Key Points
* Press Note 3 (2020):

o |ssued by DPIIT under the Ministry of
Commerce & Industry.

o Made government approval mandatory for
FDI from countries sharing a land border
with India.

o Introduced to prevent opportunistic
takeovers of Indian firms during COVID-19.

e Countries Covered:

o China, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nepal,

Bhutan, Myanmar and Afghanistan.
* New Policy Changes:

o Limited investments allowed in select

manufacturing sectors:

= Capital goods
= Electronic capital goods
m Electronic components
= Polysilicon
= |ngot-wafer for solar cells
o Strategic sectors like semiconductors remain
restricted.
e Automatic Route Threshold:
o Up to 10% beneficial ownership allowed through the
automatic route.
e Ownership Condition:
o Majority ownership and control must remain with
resident Indian citizens/entities.
e Approval Mechanism:
o 60-day deadline for processing investment proposals.
o Committee of Secretaries (CoS) under Cabinet
Secretary can revise the sector list.
e Beneficial Ownership Test:
o Applied to identify the actual controlling investor as
per anti-money laundering rules.
e Policy Objective:
o Increase FDI inflows
o Improve ease of doing business
o Promote technology transfer
o Strengthen Atmanirbhar Bharat and domestic
manufacturing

tatic Points
e FDI Routes in India:
o Automatic Route
o Government Route
e FDI Policy Administration:
o Managed by Department for Promotion of Industry
and Internal Trade (DPIIT).
e Legal Framework:
o Governed under Foreign Exchange Management Act
(FEMA), 1999.
e |mportant Initiatives Linked to Manufacturing:
o Make in India
o Production Linked Incentive (PLI) Scheme
o Atmanirbhar Bharat

ritical Points

dvantages

e Strengthens manufacturing ecosystem in electronics and
solar sectors.

e Improves global value chain integration.

e Enhances technology transfer and export
competitiveness.

Concerns

e National security risks from Chinese investments.

e Potential dependence on foreign supply chains.

e Monitoring beneficial ownership structures may be
difficult.

Way Forward

e Create strong investment screening mechanisms for
sensitive sectors.

e Encourage joint ventures with technology transfer.

e Strengthen domestic manufacturing capability through
PLI and R&D support.




Taking sides in conflict: Delhi’s past
record tells acomplicated story
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News
e Discussions have emerged regarding India’s
diplomatic position in the ongoing
tensions/war in the Gulf region.
* Some analysts argue India has “tilted to one
side,” questioning whether India should
maintain neutrality.

¢ [ndia’s traditional doctrine has been Non-
Alignment, which differs from neutrality.

* The debate is relevant as India today has large
strategic, economic, and diaspora interests in

the Gulf region.

Key Points

* Non-Alignment Doctrine
o Adopted during the Cold War to maintain
strategic autonomy from power blocs.
o Allowed India to take issue-based positions,

rather than remain neutral.
e Examples of India’s Past Positions

o Limited criticism of Soviet interventions:
= Hungary (1956)

Czechoslovakia (1968)

Changing West Asian Geopolitics
o Earlier framework:
= USvs Arab world
= [srael vs Arab states
o Emerging dynamics:
= |ran vs Gulf Arab states rivalry
= |srael-Arab normalization
= Growing strategic competition in West
Asia.
India’s Stakes in the Gulf Region
o Trade with Gulf countries: around $200
billion annually.
o Indian diaspora: ~9 million Indians living in
Gulf states.
o Region is a major source of India’s crude oil
and LNG imports.

Static Linkages

Principles of Panchsheel guiding peaceful
coexistence.

Policy of Non-Alignment and Strategic
Autonomy in foreign policy.

Importance of West Asia for India’s energy
security.

Role of the United Nations in maintaining
international peace and security.
Significance of diaspora in India’s external
relations.

Critical Analysis
Advantages of India’s Approach

Protects energy security and economic
interests.

Maintains strategic autonomy in global politics.
Enables balanced relations with competing
powers.

Concerns

Perception of double standards in foreign

policy.
Risk of diplomatic pressure from major powers.

= Afghanistan (1979)

o Neutral/abstention approach on Russia-
Ukraine conflict (2022).

o Attempted to prevent UN condemnation of
China during the Korean War (1950).

o Avoided strong condemnation of Irag’s
annexation of Kuwait (1990).

Domestic Political Influence

o Janata Government (1979) criticized Soviet
invasion of Afghanistan.

o Indira Gandhi Government (1980) later
softened the stance and abstained at the
UN.

* Balancing moral positions vs national interests
remains difficult.

Way Forward

e Continue policy of strategic autonomy with
issue-based alignment.

e Strengthen energy diversification to reduce
vulnerability.

* Enhance diaspora protection mechanisms in
West Asia.

* Promote diplomatic engagement and
mediation roles where possible.

* Develop long-term West Asia strategy aligned
with India’s economic and security interests.



For South Asia, Iranis
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e Economic Impact
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS Static Linkages
Context e Remittances are part of the Current Accountin the
* Ongoing geopolitical tensions in West Asia Balance of Payments.
have raised concerns about economic e The Strait of Hormuz is one of the world’s most
spillovers for South Asian economies, critical maritime energy chokepoints.

e Energy security involves availability, accessibility,

* South Asia has strong economic linkages with aff(?rfjab'“ty’ and su's'tamabl'Uty of energy resources.
e India’s energy transition policy promotes

Gulf countries through remittances and energy renewables, diversification of suppliers, and
imports, creating a structural dependency. strategic petroleum reserves.

* |nstability in the region could affect oil prices,
shipping routes, and labour markets, impacting Critical Analysis

particularly India.

macroeconomic stability. Benefits
e Remittances strengthen foreign exchange reserves.
Key Points e Gulf region provides large employment

opportunities for Indian migrants.
e Economic ties enhance India’s strategic engagement
with West Asia.

e Remittances
o |India received $135 billion remittances in
FY 2024-25, the highest in the world (World

Challenges
Bank). e Heavy dependence on Gulf oil exposes India to
o About 38% of India’s remittances come price volatility.
from GCC countries. e Regional instability may reduce labour demand for
o Bangladesh received $30+ billion, Pakistan migrant workers.
$31.2 billion, and Sri Lanka $8.076 billion in * Shipping disruptions can increase transport costs
remittances. and trade delays.

o Remittances support household
consumption, foreign exchange reserves,
and balance of payments stability.

Way Forward
e Diversify energy imports beyond West Asia.
e Expand renewable energy capacity and green

* Energy Dependence hydrogen initiatives.
© Indiaimports around 50% of its crude oil e Strengthen Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR).
from Gulf countries. e Enhance diaspora protection policies in Gulf
o South Asian economies depend heavily on countries.
oil and LNG imports from West Asia. e Improve regional trade resilience and supply chain
o The Strait of Hormuz carries about one- diversification.

fifth of global oil and LNG trade.




To end the war, it will
take three

HE JOINT strikes by the US and Israel may have se-
werely degraded Iran's military since the war began on
February 28, But in the face of US President Donald
Trump's constantly shifting alms — from regime
change to"unconditional surmender” — Maojtaba Khamenei, son
of the assassinated Supreme Leader All Khamenel, assuming his
father’s mantle signals an assertion of defiance by Tehran, If
Trump'splan was toreplicate the Venemuela model in Iran, itdoes
not appear to be working. There s nosign of a Delcy Rodriguez
waiting in the wings, and Trampsaying that "mest of the peaplie
we had in mind are dead” can be read as an admission that the
prospect of installing a leader acceptable to Washington looks
distant. Instead of forcing the regime to change course, the war
appears to be handening Iran's resistance.

1f regime change, or a variation of it, does not materialise in
Iran, Washington will have to start thinking about the timing
and terms for the war to end. A prolonged war that leads to
American casualties is hardly compatible with an “America
First” presidency. Theenormous costs of war Include (s severe
economic consequences. As oil prices briefly surged close to
$120 a barrel on Monday, Tramp said the war was "very com-
plete, prety much” and would end “very soon”. Yet if the uni-
lateralism and arbitrariness with which he weaponised tariffs
acrossthe world areanythingto goby, his assurances cannot be
taken at face value. For the rest of the world, second-guessing
Trumpis risky and can prove costly,

Ending the war would require circling back toquestions that
Lay at its beginning and finding answers in diplomacy — ques-
thons around Iran's nuclear and ballistlc misslle programmes and
its patronage of proxy militias acnoss the region, and the natun:
of constraints, ifany, onthem. Another challenge will be persuad-
ing Israel, which appears toview the war as its best chanoe to re-
sobve the Imnianthreat onceand forall. Operation Roaring Lion
has temporarily united the country after twoyears of conflict and
the long wait for hastages in Gaza. For Netanyahu, facing a
reckoning for hisgovemnment's failure to prevent Hamas's terror
attack, the war with Iran in an election year further delays ac-
countabilityat home. Iran’s regime, too, while desperately cling-
ing to power, will not want ks military and economy battered
beyord repair. The war, then, islikely toend when all three prin-
cipal players, from their different vantage points, recognise the
necessity of an off-ramp. The sooner they do so, the better,

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

* The United States and Israel conducted joint
strikes against Iran (Feb 2026), escalating
tensions in West Asia.

e [ran’s Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei was
reportedly killed, after which Mojtaba
Khamenei assumed leadership, indicating
regime continuity.

* The U.S. leadership hinted at regime change,
but Iran’s swift leadership transition suggests
resilience of the Iranian political system.

e Rising tensions led to global oil price volatility
(approaching $120/barrel) and concerns over
disruption in the Persian Gulf energy routes.

* The conflict centers on Iran’s nuclear
programme, ballistic missile development, and
its support to regional proxy groups.

Key Points
e Leadership Continuity

o lIran’s political system remained stable
despite leadership change.

o The Assembly of Experts plays a key role in
selecting the Supreme Leader.

e Strategic Objectives

o U.S. objective: weaken Iran’s strategic
capabilities and influence.

o Israel objective: eliminate perceived
threats from Iran’s nuclear and missile
programmes.

e Regional Security Concerns

o Possibility of escalation involving proxy

militias in Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, and Yemen.

o Risk of destabilizing the West Asian security
architecture.
e Economic Impact
o Potential disruption in the Strait of
Hormuz, a critical global oil transit route.
o Energy price spikes affecting energy-
importing countries such as India.
* Diplomatic Dimension
o Conflict highlights the need for renewed
negotiations on:
= |ran’s nuclear programme
= Missile capabilities
= Role of proxy militias in regional
conflicts.

Static Linkages

* Iran follows a theocratic republic system
combining elected institutions with clerical
authority.

e The Supreme Leader is the highest political
and religious authority in Iran.

e The Strait of Hormuz is one of the world’s most
important oil chokepoints for global energy
trade.

¢ The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
monitors nuclear activities and compliance
with international safeguards.

e West Asia has historically experienced proxy
conflicts and geopolitical rivalry among
regional and global powers.

Critical Analysis
Positive Aspects
e Could strengthen deterrence against nuclear
proliferation.
* May push stakeholders toward renewed
diplomatic negotiations.
Concerns
* Risk of prolonged conflict destabilizing West
Asia.
e Potential disruption to global energy supplies.
* |Increased geopolitical polarization and proxy
warfare.
e Economic repercussions for developing
economies dependent on oil imports.

Way Forward

* Promote diplomatic negotiations on Iran’s
nuclear and missile programmes.

e Encourage multilateral mediation through
international institutions.

e Ensure energy supply diversification to reduce
dependence on conflict-prone regions.

e Strengthen regional security dialogue to
reduce proxy conflicts.



Facingdown the
spectre of energy crisis

HE ONGOING conflict in the Middle East has caused

significant dislocation in energy markets, and sharp

price gyrations. On Monday, Brent crude oil surged to

nearly $120 per barrel, Prices softened thereafter, with
reportssuggesting discussions between the G7 countries overthe
release of oil from their strategic reserves (the groupis yet to take
adecisionon the matter)and US President Donald Trump’s com=
ments that the war could come to an end “very soon”. Crude is
currently hovering around $87 per barrel. The dislocation can
also be seen in the gas markets, where prices have surged as
roughly a fifth of global LNG flows through the Strait of Hormuz.
Asmuch of India’sgasimports — the country importsaround 50
percent of its total natural gas requirements and over 60 per cent
of its LPG demand — are also from this region, the demand-
supply mismatches are now showing.

Asperareportin this paper, shortages areaffecting industrial
users of LNG and LPG, be it tile and ceramic makers in Gujarat,
or commiercial users of cooking gas such as restaurants in cities
like Bengaluru and Mumbai. The government has moved quickly.
It has invoked the Essential Commodities Act to ensure supply
of natural gas to priority sectors. The top priority has been given
to piped natural gas for household consumption, compressed
natural gas for transport and LPG production — segments that
directly impact millions of households. The second category is
fertiliser units (they will receive 70 per cent of their average con-
sumption of the last six months), followed by tea industries,
manufacturingand other industrial consumers, and commercial
and industrial consumers of gas distribution companies.

There islittle clarity on howsoon thisconflict will come toan
end. India’s heavy dependence on the Gulf region formeeting its
energy requirements increases its vulnerability. The costs im-
posed by higherenergy priceswill havetobeborne. An extended
conflictand closure of the Strait of Hormuz will have implications
forinflation, the growthmomenturmand twindeficits. The ipple
effects of the conflict are also being felt in other segments of the
economy. This situation requires deft economic management.
Thegovernment must carefully navigate thischallenging period
asittries toabsoerb and balance multiple pulls and pressures.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

* The ongoing Middle East conflict has caused
volatility in global energy markets.

* Brent crude oil prices briefly surged close to
$120 per barrel before stabilising around $87
per barrel.

e Around 20% of global LNG trade passes
through the Strait of Hormuz, making the
region strategically critical.

* |ndia imports ~85% of crude oil, ~50% of
natural gas, and over 60% of LPG, making it
highly vulnerable to supply disruptions.

e Shortages of LNG and LPG are being reported
among industrial and commercial users.

* The Government invoked the Essential
Commodities Act, 1955 to prioritise natural gas
allocation.

Key Points
* Energy Dependence
o Crude oil imports: ~85% of consumption.
o Natural gas imports: ~50%.
o LPG imports: >60%.
e Strategic Maritime Route
o Strait of Hormuz: One of the world’s most
important oil transit chokepoints.
e Government Response
o Gas allocation prioritised for:
= PNG for households
= CNG for transport
= PG production
= Fertiliser sector (70% of average
consumption)

= |ndustrial and commercial consumers
e Economic Impact
o Higher oil prices can increase:
Inflation
Current Account Deficit
Fiscal pressure
Production costs for industries.

Static Points
* India has Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR)
at:
o Visakhapatnam
o Mangaluru
o Padur
e Major global oil chokepoints:
o Strait of Hormuz
o Strait of Malacca
o Bab-el-Mandeb
e Essential Commodities Act, 1955 allows the
government to regulate supply and
distribution of essential goods.

Critical Analysis
Challenges
e High dependence on the Gulf region for energy
imports.
e Rising oil prices can trigger cost-push inflation.
* |ndustrial sectors face higher input costs and
supply shortages.
* Possible impact on growth and twin deficits
(fiscal + current account).
Opportunities
* Encourages diversification of energy sources.
e Strengthens focus on strategic petroleum
reserves.
e Push towards renewable energy and green
transition.

Way Forward

* Diversify crude oil import sources beyond the
Gulf region.

e Expand Strategic Petroleum Reserves capacity.

e Accelerate renewable energy and green
hydrogen mission.

e Strengthen long-term LNG supply agreements.

* Improve energy efficiency and domestic gas
production.



