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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

The U.S. Treasury Department granted a 30-
day authorization allowing India to import
Russian crude oil already stranded at sea.
The decision comes amid disruptions in global
oil supply due to tensions around the Strait of
Hormuz, where tanker movement has been
affected.
Brent crude prices rose to around $88 per
barrel, reflecting supply constraints.
India currently holds about 25 days of crude oil
reserves and 25 days of petrol and diesel
reserves.
Russia’s share in India’s crude oil imports
declined to 19.3% in January 2026, the lowest
since December 2022.
India’s crude imports from the United States
increased by about 32% between April 2025
and January 2026.

Key Points 
India imports over 85% of its crude oil
requirement.
Around 55% of India’s crude oil imports pass
through the Strait of Hormuz.
Rising oil prices increase:

Import bill
Inflation
Current Account Deficit (CAD)
Pressure on the Indian Rupee

Russia has been an important supplier of
discounted crude oil to India since the Ukraine
conflict.
The U.S. expects India to increase imports of
American crude oil.

Important Facts to Remember
Strait of Hormuz

Connects Persian Gulf – Gulf of Oman –
Arabian Sea.

One of the most critical oil transit
chokepoints in the world.

India’s Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR)
Locations: Visakhapatnam, Mangaluru,
Padur
Managed by Indian Strategic Petroleum
Reserves Limited (ISPRL).

Global Oil Benchmarks
Brent crude – North Sea benchmark used
globally.
West Texas Intermediate (WTI) – U.S.
benchmark.

Relevance for exam
Prelims

Strait of Hormuz
Strategic Petroleum Reserves
Oil benchmarks and global chokepoints

Mains
GS II: India–U.S. relations and geopolitical
pressures
GS III: Energy security, external sector,
inflation and CAD

Key Issues
Heavy dependence on imported crude oil.
Vulnerability to geopolitical conflicts in West
Asia.
Rising crude prices affecting inflation and
fiscal stability.

Way Forward
Diversify oil import sources (U.S., Africa, Latin
America).
Expand strategic petroleum reserves.
Promote renewable energy and green
hydrogen.
Improve domestic exploration and production.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh governments
have proposed restrictions on social media
usage among children to address concerns
about mobile phone addiction, cyber risks, and
mental health issues.
Karnataka CM Siddaramaiah announced in the
State Budget that the government proposes a
ban on social media for children below 16
years.
Andhra Pradesh CM N. Chandrababu Naidu
announced that the state will ban social media
access for children below 13 years, with
possible regulations for the 13–16 age group
within 90 days.
The proposal aims to protect children from
harmful online content, cyberbullying, and
digital addiction.
The move follows a similar law passed in
Australia in December 2025, restricting social
media access for children under 16 and
imposing heavy penalties on platforms
violating the rule.

Key Points
Karnataka Proposal

Ban social media usage for children below
16 years.
Proposal announced during the State
Budget presentation.
No detailed implementation roadmap yet.

Andhra Pradesh Proposal
Ban social media for children below 13
years.
Regulatory framework under consideration
for 13–16 age group.
Likely implementation within 90 days.

Objective
Protect children from excessive screen
time, online abuse, misinformation, and
mental health risks.

Encourage healthy development and
balanced technology use.

Global Example
Australia enacted a 2025 law banning social
media for children under 16 with penalties
up to $32 million for repeated violations by
platforms.

Static Points
Article 21A – Right to Education for children
aged 6–14 years.
Article 19(1)(a) – Freedom of speech and
expression (subject to reasonable restrictions).
Article 39(f) – State must ensure children
develop in conditions of freedom and dignity.
Information Technology Act, 2000 regulates
intermediaries and online platforms.
Protection of Children from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act, 2012 addresses online
exploitation of children.
National Education Policy (NEP) 2020
promotes responsible digital technology use in
education.

Critical Analysis
Benefits

Reduces digital addiction and excessive screen
time among children.
Protects children from cyberbullying, harmful
content, and misinformation.
Supports mental health and social
development.

Challenges
Age verification difficulties on social media
platforms.
Possible infringement on freedom of
expression and access to information.
Enforcement issues due to VPNs or fake
accounts.
Social media also provides educational and
communication benefits.

Way Forward
Introduce robust age-verification mechanisms
on digital platforms.
Promote digital literacy and responsible online
behaviour among children.
Encourage parental supervision and school
awareness programmes.
Develop balanced regulations rather than
blanket bans.
Coordinate with technology companies for
compliance.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

8 March is observed globally as International
Women’s Day, highlighting gender equality and
women’s rights.
2026 is being observed internationally as the
International Year of the Woman Farmer,
drawing attention to women’s role in
agriculture and food systems.
Despite legal provisions such as equal
inheritance rights, women in rural India still
have very limited ownership of agricultural
land.
Increasing male migration from rural areas has
led to the feminisation of agriculture, where
women manage cultivation but lack formal
recognition as farmers.
The issue is closely linked to nutrition and food
security, despite welfare guarantees under the
National Food Security Act, 2013.

Key Points (Exam Relevant)
Low Land Ownership

As per Agriculture Census 2015-16, women
operate about 13–14% of total operational
land holdings in India.
Land titles are predominantly in men’s
names due to patrilineal inheritance
practices and social norms.

Institutional Exclusion
Lack of land titles prevents women from
accessing:

Institutional agricultural credit
Crop insurance under Pradhan Mantri
Fasal Bima Yojana

Irrigation benefits under Pradhan
Mantri Krishi Sinchai Yojana
Agricultural extension services and
subsidies.

Feminisation of Agriculture
Women increasingly perform cultivation,
livestock management, and household food
provisioning due to male migration.

Nutrition Concerns
According to National Family Health
Survey-5 (2019-21):

About 57% of women aged 15-49 are
anaemic.

Rural diets remain cereal-dominated, with
limited intake of pulses, fruits, vegetables,
and animal protein.

Right-to-Food Framework
Food security architecture includes:

Public Distribution System (PDS)
Integrated Child Development Services
(ICDS)
Maternity benefits under Pradhan
Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana.

Static Linkages
Equality before law and prohibition of
discrimination (Articles 14 and 15).
Article 39(a) and (b) – equitable distribution of
resources.
Article 47 – duty of the State to improve
nutrition and public health.
Equal inheritance rights under Hindu
Succession (Amendment) Act, 2005.
Definition of “farmer” under the National
Policy for Farmers (2007) includes cultivators,
agricultural labourers, and allied workers.
Concept of food security: availability,
accessibility, utilisation, and stability.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Legal framework provides equal inheritance
rights and food security guarantees.
Recognition of women’s role can improve
agricultural productivity and household
nutrition.
Women-led agriculture supports climate-
resilient and biodiversity-based farming.

Challenges
Gap between law and implementation in land
ownership.
Welfare schemes often linked to asset
ownership, excluding many women farmers.
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High workload and unpaid care work create
time poverty.
Persistent malnutrition and anaemia among
women despite food security programmes.
Digitalisation of welfare schemes may exclude
women with poor connectivity or
documentation.

Way Forward
Promote joint land titles and incentivise land
registration in women’s names.
Recognise women as farmers based on
agricultural activity rather than land
ownership.
Expand gender-sensitive agricultural extension
services and training.
Promote nutri-cereals, pulses, fruits, and
vegetables through procurement and PDS.
Provide labour-saving agricultural
technologies to reduce drudgery.
Strengthen women’s self-help groups and
farmer collectives for better access to markets
and credit.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

Growing concerns about ethical use of
Artificial Intelligence (AI) and women’s digital
safety have emerged after discussions at the
India AI Impact Summit 2026.
On the occasion of International Women’s Day
(March 8), the focus has shifted to the misuse
of AI technologies such as deepfakes targeting
women.
The rise of AI tools like Grok AI has raised
concerns about the creation of non-
consensual deepfake images and digital abuse.
The Ministry of Electronics and Information
Technology (MeitY) issued guidelines directing
intermediaries to remove deepfake content
within three hours of receiving a notice.

Key Points
Online harassment of women

Around 16–58% of women globally
experience online harassment (UN reports).
Forms include cyberstalking, trolling,
doxxing, and non-consensual image
sharing.

Deepfake technology
AI-generated synthetic media that
manipulates images, audio, or video.
Increasingly used to produce fake explicit
content targeting women.

Gender gap in AI sector
Women constitute around 22% of AI
professionals globally.
Less than 14% hold senior AI roles (UNDP).

Regulatory response
Action under Information Technology Act,
2000 and IT Intermediary Rules 2021.
Platforms required to remove harmful
content quickly and ensure due diligence.

Need for digital literacy
With children forming a large
share of internet users, digital
safety awareness is essential.

Static Linkages
Article 14 – Equality before law.
Article 21 – Protection of life, liberty,
and dignity (includes digital privacy).
Justice K.S. Puttaswamy vs Union of
India (2017) recognised right to
privacy as a fundamental right.
Cyber offences and intermediary
liability addressed under the
Information Technology Act, 2000.
Digital empowerment initiatives
under the Digital India programme.

Critical Analysis
Positive Aspects

Recognition of AI misuse and digital
safety concerns.
Government guidelines aim to
strengthen platform accountability.
Increasing discussion on ethical AI
frameworks.

Challenges
Deepfake technology evolving faster
than regulation.
Lack of women’s representation in AI
development may create biased
systems.
Difficulty in tracking anonymous
offenders online.
Weak enforcement and delayed
takedown mechanisms.

Way Forward
Strengthen legal framework for AI
governance and deepfake regulation.
Promote greater participation of
women in AI research and
development.
Develop AI-based detection tools for
deepfake identification.
Expand digital literacy and cyber
safety education in schools.
Encourage global cooperation on AI
ethics and cybercrime regulation.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Formula One is undertaking major reforms to
align the sport with global climate goals.
Ahead of the Australian Grand Prix in
Melbourne, new sustainability-focused
developments have been highlighted.
In 2019, F1 announced a target to achieve net
carbon-zero emissions by 2030.
The sport’s governing body, Fédération
Internationale de l’Automobile, has introduced
new hybrid engine regulations from 2026.
These engines will use advanced sustainable
fuels and a higher share of electric power to
reduce emissions.

Key Points 
Net-Zero Goal: F1 aims to eliminate or offset all
carbon emissions across cars, logistics,
factories, and events by 2030.
2026 Engine Regulations:

Approximately 50% power from internal
combustion engine (ICE) and 50% from
electric motor.
Significant increase in electrical power
generation.

Sustainable Fuels:
Derived from carbon capture, municipal
waste, and non-food biomass.
Do not rely on crude oil as a primary
source.

Energy Recovery System (ERS):
Uses regenerative braking to convert
kinetic energy into electrical energy stored
in batteries.

Industry Participation:
Major automobile companies returning to
F1 due to new technology focus.

Static Linkages
Carbon Neutrality: Achieved when greenhouse
gas emissions are balanced by removal or
offsets.
Biofuels: Fuels derived from biomass such as
agricultural residues, algae, and organic waste.
Regenerative Braking: Converts kinetic energy
during braking into electrical energy for
battery storage.
Carbon Capture and Storage (CCS):
Technology that captures CO₂ from industrial
emissions and stores it underground or reuses
it.
Paris Agreement (2015): Global treaty aiming to
limit global warming to well below 2°C above
pre-industrial levels.

Critical Analysis 
Positive Aspects

Promotes low-carbon technology innovation.
Encourages development of sustainable fuels
for transport sector.
Motorsports act as a testing platform for
advanced automotive technologies.

Concerns
High cost of sustainable fuel technology.
Global logistics of races still generate
significant emissions.
Performance concerns from drivers due to
energy limitations.

Way Forward
Improve large-scale production of sustainable
fuels.
Reduce emissions from race logistics and
event operations.
Encourage technology transfer from
motorsport to commercial vehicles.
Align sporting initiatives with global climate
commitments.

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY



KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

The Supreme Court is reviewing the definition
of the Aravalli Hills after objections by the
Amicus Curiae in an ongoing environmental
case.
On 20 November 2025, the Court had
accepted an expert committee
recommendation that landforms with ≥100 m
elevation above local relief be treated as part
of the Aravalli hills.
The Forest Survey of India (FSI) warned that
this definition could exclude nearly 90% of
Aravalli hills.
Following concerns from environmental
groups, the Supreme Court on 29 December
2025 kept its earlier order in abeyance and
sought independent expert opinion.
The Court directed assistance from the Central
Empowered Committee (CEC) and the Amicus
Curiae.

Key Points
The Aravalli Committee defined hills only on
the basis of height, ignoring ecological and
geomorphological aspects.

FSI objections were allegedly not included in
the committee report.
The CEC stated the committee report was
never placed before it for approval.
Hydrological importance of the Aravalli region
was ignored; the area has groundwater
recharge potential of about 2 million litres per
hectare.
A narrow definition could lead to
fragmentation of the Aravalli ecosystem and
increase mining activities.
The Amicus suggested scientific mapping of
the entire Aravalli geomorphological region by
FSI and ICFRE.

Static Linkages
The Aravalli Range is one of the oldest
mountain ranges in the world (Precambrian
origin).
It extends across Gujarat, Rajasthan, Haryana
and Delhi.
The range acts as a natural barrier preventing
the eastward expansion of the Thar Desert.
The Central Empowered Committee (CEC) was
constituted by the Supreme Court in 2002 to
monitor compliance with forest and
environmental orders.
The Forest Survey of India (FSI) works under
the Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change and conducts forest
assessments and mapping.

Critical Analysis
Importance of Aravalli Conservation

Prevents desertification from the Thar Desert.
Supports groundwater recharge and
hydrological stability.
Maintains biodiversity corridors.

Concerns with Current Definition
Height-based definition may exclude large
parts of the ecosystem.
Could increase mining and land degradation.
Ignores scientific ecological criteria.

Way Forward
Adopt ecosystem-based and
geomorphological criteria for defining the
Aravalli range.
Conduct comprehensive scientific mapping by
FSI and ICFRE.
Ensure inter-state coordination among states
through which the Aravalli range passes.
Strengthen regulation of mining and
environmental impact assessments.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Rising tensions between Israel, the United
States, and Iran amid ongoing instability in
West Asia.
The escalation is linked to broader regional
conflicts after the Israel–Hamas war and
attacks involving Iran-backed proxy groups.
The conflict has raised concerns over regional
stability, international law, energy security,
and global geopolitics.
The situation highlights the increasing role of
advanced military technologies such as
drones, AI-enabled targeting systems, cyber
warfare, and precision missiles.

Key Points
Iran–US rivalry: Long-standing geopolitical
rivalry since the 1979 Iranian Revolution.
Israel’s security concerns: Israel views Iran’s
nuclear programme and support to militant
groups as a major threat.
Proxy warfare: Iran supports groups such as
Hezbollah (Lebanon), Houthis (Yemen), and
Shia militias in Iraq and Syria.
Technological warfare: Modern conflicts
increasingly involve AI-based targeting, cyber
operations, and drone warfare.
Energy implications:

West Asia holds about 48% of global
proven oil reserves (BP Statistical Review).
Disruptions can affect global oil supply and
shipping routes.

Strategic chokepoint: The Strait of Hormuz
handles about 20% of global oil trade.
India’s interests:

Large Indian diaspora in Gulf countries
(over 8 million).

Heavy dependence on West Asian crude oil
imports.
Balanced diplomacy with Israel, Iran, and Gulf
states.

Static Linkages
United Nations Charter: Prohibits use of force
except in self-defense or with UNSC authorization.
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT): Framework
to prevent spread of nuclear weapons.
Strategic chokepoints: Strait of Hormuz, Bab-el-
Mandeb, and Suez Canal in global energy trade.
Hybrid warfare: Combination of conventional
warfare, cyber warfare, and proxy conflicts.
India’s foreign policy principle: Strategic autonomy
and multi-alignment.

Critical Analysis
Implications

Possibility of regional war in West Asia involving
multiple countries.
Threat to global energy supply chains and oil price
volatility.
Weakening of international rules-based order.

Concerns
Civilian casualties and humanitarian crises.
Increased militarization and technological arms
race.
Expansion of proxy wars across the region.

Impact on India
Risk to Indian diaspora safety in Gulf countries.
Higher oil import bill and inflationary pressure.
Possible disruption of maritime trade routes.

Way Forward
Promote multilateral diplomacy and dialogue in
West Asia.
Strengthen UN-led conflict resolution mechanisms.
Revive diplomatic efforts similar to the Iran nuclear
deal (JCPOA).
Enhance energy diversification and strategic
petroleum reserves.
Develop international norms regulating AI and
autonomous weapons in warfare.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

On International Women’s Day (8 March 2026),
the Government of India emphasised the role
of women-led development in achieving the
vision of Viksit Bharat.
Policy focus highlighted the care economy
(childcare, eldercare, household support
services) as an essential pillar for increasing
women’s workforce participation.
Union Budget 2026–27 increased allocations
under the Gender Budget, strengthening
childcare, caregiver training and working
women support systems.

Key Points
Female Labour Force Participation Rate
(FLFPR):

Increased from 23.3% (2017–18) to 41.7%
(2023–24) – Periodic Labour Force Survey
(PLFS).

Gender Budgeting
Gender Budget crossed ₹5 lakh crore in
Budget 2026–27, indicating greater policy
focus on women-centric schemes.

Care Economy Measures
Skilling of about 1.5 lakh caregivers.
Expansion of Working Women’s Hostels.

Strengthening Anganwadi centres for early
childhood care.
Improved convergence between health,
nutrition, and childcare services.

Legal Provisions
Code on Social Security, 2020 – provisions
for maternity benefits.
Occupational Safety, Health and Working
Conditions Code, 2020 – mandates crèche
facilities in certain establishments.

Socio-economic Trends
Urbanisation and nuclear families
increasing demand for formal childcare and
elderly care services.

Static Linkages
Article 14 – Equality before law.
Article 15(3) – Special provisions for women
and children.
Article 39(a) & (d) – Equal livelihood
opportunities and equal pay for equal work.
Article 42 – Provision for maternity relief.
73rd & 74th Constitutional Amendments –
Reservation for women in local governance.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Higher female workforce participation boosts
economic growth.
Care economy investments generate
employment opportunities.
Improves child development and elderly
welfare.

Challenges
Unpaid care work remains unrecognised
economically.
Gender wage gap and workplace discrimination
persist.
Limited access to formal childcare services,
especially in rural areas.

Way Forward
Recognise and measure unpaid care work in
economic statistics.
Expand affordable childcare infrastructure
nationwide.
Ensure strict implementation of crèche and
maternity provisions.
Promote skill development and
entrepreneurship among women.
Strengthen gender budgeting and monitoring
mechanisms.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

The ongoing U.S.–Israel vs Iran conflict in West
Asia raises concerns for India’s external sector
due to the region’s importance for energy
supply, trade, remittances, and investment.
Earlier, after Russia’s invasion of Ukraine
(2022), India’s Current Account Deficit (CAD)
widened due to high global prices of oil,
fertilisers, and food.
The situation improved later due to discounted
Russian crude and strong capital inflows.
However, before the current West Asia conflict
began, capital flows to India had already
weakened, increasing vulnerability to external
shocks.

Key Points
Current Account Deficit (CAD):

2023–24: CAD narrowed to $26.1 billion
after easing commodity prices.

Capital Flows:
Net capital inflows were $57.9 billion
(2022–23) and $89.8 billion (2023–24).
Declined to $18 billion in 2024–25.
Turned negative (-$581 million) during
April–December 2025.

Foreign Portfolio Investors (FPI):
Net sale of $18.9 billion in Indian equities in
2025.
Additional $3.8 billion sold in 2026 so far.

Trade with Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC):
India’s exports to GCC and West Asia: $65.5
billion (2024–25).
Imports from the region (mainly petroleum and
fertilisers): $154.6 billion.

Indian Diaspora:
Around 8.9 million Indians live in GCC countries.

Remittances:
India received $135.4 billion remittances in the
last fiscal.
GCC countries contribute about 38% of these
remittances.

Investment Linkages:
GCC nations are major sources of FDI in sectors
like energy, infrastructure, retail, and data
centres.

Potential Impact of Conflict:
Increase in oil and gas prices.
Disruption of trade and shipping routes.
Possible decline in remittances and capital
inflows.

Static Linkages
Balance of Payments (BoP) consists of Current
Account and Capital/Financial Account.
Current Account Deficit occurs when imports
exceed exports.
India imports over 85% of its crude oil requirement.
Remittances form part of “invisibles” in the current
account.
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) members: Saudi
Arabia, UAE, Qatar, Kuwait, Bahrain, Oman.

Critical Analysis
Concerns

Possible oil price shock increasing India’s import
bill.
Weak capital inflows may cause currency volatility.
Remittance decline if Gulf economies slow down.
Risks to Indian diaspora safety in conflict regions.

Opportunities
Diversification of energy sources and suppliers.
Strengthening strategic petroleum reserves.
Expansion of renewable energy to reduce oil
dependence.

Way Forward
Diversify crude oil imports and strengthen energy
security strategy.
Expand Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR).
Strengthen diaspora protection and evacuation
mechanisms.
Promote renewable energy and green hydrogen.
Encourage stable FDI inflows over volatile portfolio
investments.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

A recent analysis published in The Lancet
Oncology shows that breast cancer incidence
in India has more than doubled in the last
three decades.
Breast cancer has become the most commonly
diagnosed cancer among Indian women.
The study highlights a rapid rise in both
incidence and mortality, indicating a growing
public health challenge.
Experts emphasise that early detection and
screening remain weak in India, leading to late
diagnosis and higher mortality.

Key Points 
Incidence Rate

Increased from 13 cases per lakh women
(1990) to 29.4 per lakh women (2023).

Mortality Rate
Increased from 8.9 per lakh women (1990)
to 15.5 per lakh women (2023).
Nearly 74% increase in mortality.

Age Group Affected
Rising cases among women aged 20–54
years, particularly in urban areas.

Low Screening Coverage
NFHS-5 and LASI Wave-1 data show only
1.3% of women aged 45+ have undergone
mammography.

Major Risk Factors
Delayed childbirth

Urban lifestyle changes
Obesity and metabolic disorders
Rising blood sugar levels
Reduced physical activity

Cancer Data Coverage
National Cancer Registry Programme (NCRP)
covers only 10–15% of India’s population.

Treatment Outlook
Advances in surgery, radiotherapy and targeted
therapy significantly improve survival if
detected early.

Static Linkages
Cancer is a major Non-Communicable Disease
(NCD).
NCD control is part of Sustainable Development
Goal (SDG-3): Ensure healthy lives and promote
well-being.
India runs the National Programme for Prevention
and Control of Cancer, Diabetes, Cardiovascular
Diseases and Stroke (NPCDCS).
Ayushman Bharat – PMJAY provides financial
protection for major illnesses including cancer.
National Family Health Survey (NFHS) provides
health and demographic indicators.

Critical Analysis
Concerns

Low awareness and social stigma delay diagnosis.
Limited screening infrastructure in rural areas.
Shortage of oncologists and diagnostic facilities.
High treatment costs and unequal access to
healthcare.
Urban lifestyle changes increasing NCD burden.

Opportunities
Digital health platforms can enable risk-based
screening systems.
Community health workers (ASHA/ANM) can
support early detection campaigns.
India’s experience with large-scale public health
programmes (polio eradication, COVID vaccination)
can be replicated.

Way Forward
Expand population-level screening programmes for
breast cancer.
Promote awareness campaigns on early symptoms
and self-examination.
Strengthen district-level cancer screening and
diagnostic centres.
Use digital health records and AI-based risk
prediction for targeted screening.
Improve cancer registry coverage for better policy
planning.
Integrate cancer screening with primary healthcare
under Ayushman Bharat Health and Wellness
Centres.
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