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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Conflict between Iran and Israel intensified
with missile and drone attacks across West
Asia.
Israel and the United States conducted
airstrikes on Iranian military and nuclear-linked
sites.
The conflict spread to countries including
Bahrain, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Lebanon and
Azerbaijan.
Israel warned residents to evacuate southern
Beirut amid clashes with Hezbollah.

Key Points
Iran launched missiles and drones targeting
Israeli cities.
Missile strike hit Bahrain’s state-run oil
refinery.
Drone intercepted near U.S. base in Abu Dhabi.
Israel struck Iranian missile launch sites and
military infrastructure.
Ground combat reported in southern Lebanon.
Regional countries increased air defence
alerts.

Static Linkages
Strait of Hormuz carries ~20% of global
petroleum trade (EIA).
West Asia holds major global oil and gas
reserves.
UNIFIL established in 1978 to monitor Israel–
Lebanon conflict.
Iran is an NPT signatory, while Israel is not a
member and follows nuclear ambiguity.
India imports ~85% of crude oil, largely from
West Asia (Economic Survey).

Critical Analysis
Concerns

Risk of regional war involving multiple states.
Possible disruption of oil supply routes.
Increased role of proxy groups like Hezbollah.

Implications for India
Potential oil price volatility.
Risks to Indian diaspora and maritime trade.

Way Forward
Immediate diplomatic negotiations through UN
and global powers.
Protection of maritime chokepoints like Strait
of Hormuz.
Revival of nuclear dialogue and de-escalation
mechanisms.
International support for humanitarian relief
and civilian protection.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

India expressed condolences over the death of
Ali Khamenei, who was reportedly assassinated
at the beginning of the U.S.–Israel military
action against Iran on 28 February.
Vikram Misri signed the condolence book at
the Iranian Embassy in New Delhi.
S. Jaishankar held a telephone conversation
with Seyed Abbas Araghchi.
Iran described the war as an “existential
conflict” and indicated possible disruption in
the Strait of Hormuz.
India adopted a cautious diplomatic stance
while prioritizing energy security and the
safety of Indian nationals in West Asia.

Key Points
Iran retaliated against U.S. and Israeli military
assets in the region.
Possible disruption in the Strait of Hormuz, a
critical route for global oil trade.
Attacks on oil tankers resulted in the death of
three Indian sailors.
Iran expressed disappointment over India not
condemning the assassination of Khamenei.
India called for an early cessation of hostilities.
India is engaging with multiple energy
suppliers to mitigate potential oil supply
shocks.
India must balance relations with Iran, Israel,
the U.S., and Gulf countries.

Static Linkages
The Supreme Leader is the highest authority in
Iran, controlling the military, judiciary, and key
political institutions.

The Strait of Hormuz connects the Persian Gulf
with the Gulf of Oman and Arabian Sea.
Around 20% of global oil trade passes through
the strait.
India imports about 85% of its crude oil
requirements from abroad.
West Asia hosts over 9 million Indian
expatriates, making regional stability critical
for India.

Critical Analysis
Strategic Importance for India

Energy dependence on West Asian oil imports.
Security of Indian diaspora and maritime trade
routes.
Strategic connectivity projects such as
Chabahar Port.

Challenges
Balancing relations with Iran, Israel, and the
U.S. simultaneously.
Possible oil price spikes and supply
disruptions.
Risk to shipping lanes and Indian seafarers.
Geopolitical polarization in West Asia.

Stakeholder Perspectives
Iran: Seeks international condemnation of the
assassination.
U.S.–Israel: Security and strategic containment
of Iran.
India: Strategic autonomy and regional
stability.
Global Energy Market: Vulnerable to supply
shocks.

Way Forward
Maintain strategic neutrality and balanced
diplomacy in West Asia.
Diversify energy import sources and increase
strategic petroleum reserves.
Strengthen maritime security cooperation in
the Arabian Sea and Gulf region.
Enhance evacuation and safety mechanisms
for Indian diaspora.
Promote dialogue and multilateral diplomacy
for conflict de-escalation.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

A U.S. submarine torpedoed the Iranian
warship IRIS Dena in the Indian Ocean near Sri
Lanka amid the ongoing U.S.–Israel–Iran
conflict.
The ship had recently participated in
multilateral naval exercises hosted by India in
Visakhapatnam.
Sri Lanka rescued around 30 Iranian sailors,
while over 80 casualties were reported.
Leaders from Sri Lanka and the Maldives,
speaking at the Raisina Dialogue, expressed
concern over the conflict spilling into the
Indian Ocean Region (IOR).
They emphasised India’s role as a “net security
provider” in the region.

Key Points
Location: Incident occurred close to Sri Lankan
waters in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR).
Strategic significance: IOR handles major
global energy and trade routes.
Iranian ship participation: The warship had
earlier joined naval events hosted by India in
Visakhapatnam.
Regional concern: Smaller states fear security
threats, economic shocks, and disruption of
sea lanes if conflict spreads.
India’s role: Expected to ensure maritime
stability and regional security coordination.

Static Linkages
The Indian Ocean carries about two-thirds of
global oil shipments and one-third of bulk
cargo trade.
Key maritime chokepoints linked to the region
include Strait of Hormuz, Bab-el-Mandeb, and
Strait of Malacca.
India promotes regional maritime cooperation
through SAGAR (Security and Growth for All in
the Region).

Maritime security cooperation addresses
piracy, illegal fishing, trafficking, and disaster
response.
International maritime conduct is governed by
UNCLOS and freedom of navigation principles.

Critical Analysis
Concerns

Escalation of conflict into the Indian Ocean
Region.
Threat to global energy supply chains and
maritime trade routes.
Smaller littoral states have limited defence
and economic buffers.
Potential diplomatic dilemma for India
between strategic partners and regional
stability.

Opportunities
Reinforces India’s role as regional security
provider.
Scope to strengthen maritime domain
awareness and cooperation frameworks.
Enhances relevance of India-led regional
security initiatives.

Way Forward
Strengthen maritime surveillance and
coordination among Indian Ocean states.
Promote multilateral naval cooperation and
information sharing.
Ensure diplomatic engagement to prevent
militarisation of sea lanes.
Enhance capacity-building support for smaller
littoral states.
Reaffirm commitment to free, open, and
secure Indian Ocean.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The Women’s Reservation Act provides 33%
reservation for women in the Lok Sabha and
State Legislative Assemblies, expected to be
implemented after the next Census and
delimitation exercise.
By 2029, India may have the highest
representation of women in Parliament in its
history.
Policy discussions highlight the absence of a
gender-sensitive elder care framework, despite
rapid population ageing in India.
Women tend to live longer but remain
economically and socially more vulnerable in
old age, making elder care a significant policy
concern.

Key Points
Women’s Reservation Act (2023)

Reserves one-third seats for women in Lok
Sabha and State Assemblies.
Includes sub-reservation for SC/ST women.
Implementation linked to post-Census
delimitation.

Ageing Population in India
India has over 100 million people aged 60+
(Census projections).
Expected to reach ~250 million by 2040.
Women have 4–5 years higher life
expectancy than men.

Gendered Challenges in Old Age
Lower labour force participation → lower
savings and pensions.
Higher widowhood and solitary living
among elderly women.
Limited property ownership and financial
independence.

Static Linkages
Article 14 – Equality before law.
Article 15(3) – Special provisions for women and
children.
Article 41 (DPSP) – Public assistance in cases of old
age, sickness and disability.
Demographic Transition Theory – Ageing as a stage
of population transition.
National Social Assistance Programme (NSAP) –
Social security pensions.

Critical Analysis
Advantages

Increased female political representation may bring
attention to gender-specific social issues.
Opportunity to design gender-sensitive ageing
policies.
Can strengthen inclusive policymaking in
Parliament.

Challenges
Representation may not automatically translate into
policy prioritisation.
Existing elder care schemes lack gender-
disaggregated data.
Weak institutional elder care infrastructure in India.
Heavy reliance on family-based care system.

Way Forward
Develop a comprehensive national elder care policy
with gender focus.
Introduce age- and gender-disaggregated data
collection in Census and surveys.
Expand community-based elder care services and
geriatric healthcare.
Strengthen social security and pension coverage for
women.
Encourage political parties to include elder care and
ageing policies in manifestos.

Health Concerns
About 8.8 million Indians above 60
suffer from dementia (Alzheimer’s &
Dementia Study, 2023).
Cases expected to double by 2036,
with women disproportionately
affected.

Existing Policies
Indira Gandhi National Old Age
Pension Scheme – financial support
for elderly below poverty line.
National Policy on Older Persons –
welfare measures for senior citizens.
Maintenance and Welfare of Parents
and Senior Citizens Act 2007 –
mandates family responsibility for
elderly care.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

International Women’s Day (8 March) is
observed globally to promote gender equality
and women’s rights.
The United Nations recognized it officially in
1977.
Theme for 2026: “Rights, Justice, Action: For
All Women and Girls.”
The theme gains importance amid rising global
conflicts, which disproportionately affect
women and children.
The UN Secretary-General’s Report on Women,
Peace and Security (2025) notes the highest
number of global conflicts since 1946,
increasing risks for women.

Key Points
Impact of conflicts on women

Women face gender-based violence, sexual
exploitation, trafficking, displacement and
food insecurity during wars.
676 million women live within 50 km of
conflict zones (UN Report 2025).
Civilian casualties among women and
children have quadrupled compared to the
previous two-year period.
Conflict-related sexual violence increased
by 87% in the last two years.

Women in peace processes
9 out of 10 peace processes in 2024 had no
women negotiators.
Women constituted only 7% of negotiators
and 14% of mediators globally.
Research shows peace agreements with
women’s participation are more durable.

UN Security Council Resolution 1325 (2000)
Recognizes disproportionate impact of
armed conflict on women and girls.

Calls for:
Protection of women in conflict
zones
Women’s participation in
peacebuilding
Gender perspective in
peacekeeping operations

Static Linkages
Article 14 – Equality before law.
Article 15(1) & 15(3) – Prohibition of
discrimination and special provisions for
women.
Article 39(d) – Equal pay for equal work.
Article 51A(e) – Fundamental duty to
renounce practices derogatory to the
dignity of women.
CEDAW (1979) – International treaty on
elimination of discrimination against
women.
SDG 5 – Achieve gender equality and
empower all women and girls.

Critical Analysis
Positive

Global awareness through International
Women’s Day.
Institutional framework via UNSC
Resolution 1325 (Women, Peace and
Security Agenda).
Evidence that women’s participation
improves peace sustainability.

Challenges
Implementation gap between
international commitments and ground
realities.
Low representation of women in peace
negotiations.
Rising conflict-related sexual violence.
Weak governance and humanitarian
crises in conflict regions.

Way Forward
Ensure greater representation of women
in peace negotiations and diplomacy.
Strengthen implementation of UNSCR
1325 National Action Plans.
Expand humanitarian assistance,
healthcare, education and livelihood
support for women in conflict zones.
Strengthen legal mechanisms against
gender-based violence in armed
conflicts.
Promote gender-sensitive peacekeeping
and reconstruction policies.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

A major conflict erupted in West Asia after the
United States and Israel launched attacks on
Iran.
Iran’s Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei was killed
during the opening strikes.
Iran retaliated with missile and drone attacks
targeting Israel and U.S. military bases in the
Persian Gulf.
The conflict expanded as Hezbollah launched
rocket attacks on northern Israel and pro-Iran
militias in Iraq attacked U.S. assets.
The U.S. also sank the Iranian naval vessel IRIS
Dena in the Indian Ocean near Sri Lanka.
The war has raised concerns over regional
stability, oil prices, and security of Indian
diaspora in West Asia.

Key Points
Conflict spread across Israel, Iran, Iraq,
Lebanon and the Persian Gulf region.
Iranian strikes reportedly targeted U.S.
communication and radar infrastructure at
military bases.
Hezbollah opened a northern front against
Israel.

The U.S. strike in the Indian Ocean region
expanded the theatre of war beyond West Asia.
Rising global oil prices due to uncertainty in
energy supply.
India faces concerns regarding:

Energy imports
Safety of Indian diaspora in Gulf countries
Security of sea lanes in the Indian Ocean
Region.

Static Linkages
West Asia contains about 48% of global proven
oil reserves (BP Statistical Review).
Strait of Hormuz handles about one-fifth of
global petroleum trade.
India imports ~85% of its crude oil needs.
The Indian Ocean Region carries nearly 80% of
global maritime oil trade.
Article 2(4) of the UN Charter prohibits use of
force against territorial integrity of states.

Critical Analysis
Concerns

Regional instability: Expansion of war across
multiple West Asian countries.
Energy security risk: Oil supply disruptions
could affect India’s economy.
Maritime security threats: Military activity near
key sea routes in the Indian Ocean.
Proxy warfare: Involvement of non-state actors
such as Hezbollah and militias.

Implications for India
Rising oil import bill and inflationary pressures.
Risk to Indian diaspora in Gulf countries.
Threat to India’s maritime trade routes.

Way Forward
Promote diplomatic engagement and de-
escalation through multilateral forums.
Strengthen maritime surveillance and security
in the Indian Ocean Region.
Diversify energy import sources and
accelerate renewable energy transition.
Enhance evacuation preparedness and
protection of Indian diaspora abroad.
Support rules-based international order and
peaceful conflict resolution.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

On 28 February, a conflict erupted in West Asia
after U.S. and Israeli strikes on Iran, reportedly
targeting key leadership and strategic facilities.
Iran retaliated by attacking Israel, U.S. bases,
and regional infrastructure, leading to a
widening conflict.
The crisis disrupted regional airspace and
maritime routes, particularly around the Strait
of Hormuz, a critical global energy chokepoint.
Global crude prices increased from about $65
to nearly $83 per barrel, raising concerns
about inflation and economic instability.
The situation directly affects India’s energy
security, diaspora safety, and economic
stability.

Key Points
Energy Dependence

India imports about 85% of its crude oil
requirements, with a large share coming
from West Asia.
The Strait of Hormuz carries nearly one-
third of global seaborne oil trade.

Indian Diaspora
Around 9 million Indians reside in Gulf
countries, making the region vital for
remittances and employment.

Economic Impact
Rising crude prices increase India’s import
bill, inflation, and current account deficit.
Disruption of shipping and aviation routes
increases insurance and logistics costs.

Security Concerns
Risk of proxy warfare, missile attacks, and
terrorism across the region.
Potential threats to energy infrastructure
and maritime trade routes.

Diplomatic Dimension
Prior diplomatic negotiations reportedly
aimed to limit Iran’s nuclear programme
in exchange for sanctions relief.

Static Linkages
Article 2(4) of the UN Charter prohibits the
use of force against the territorial integrity or
political independence of states.
Article 51 of the UN Charter permits the right
to self-defence in case of armed attack.
Strait of Hormuz is a key maritime
chokepoint connecting the Persian Gulf with
the Gulf of Oman and Arabian Sea.
India maintains Strategic Petroleum
Reserves (SPR) to address disruptions in oil
supply.
Stability in the Indian Ocean Region is central
to India’s trade and energy security.

Critical Analysis
Implications for India

Increase in oil prices may worsen inflation
and fiscal pressures.
Possible disruption of oil supply routes
through the Strait of Hormuz.
Safety concerns for Indian workers and
professionals in Gulf countries.

Geopolitical Challenges
Intensification of great-power rivalry in West
Asia.
Expansion of conflict through proxy groups
and regional alliances.

Economic Risks
Higher energy costs may slow economic
growth and industrial activity.
Supply chain disruptions could affect global
trade and manufacturing.

Way Forward
Promote diplomatic dialogue and de-
escalation through multilateral platforms
such as the UN.
Diversify energy imports and expand
partnerships with new suppliers.
Strengthen Strategic Petroleum Reserves to
manage supply shocks.
Enhance maritime security cooperation in
the Indian Ocean Region.
Prepare evacuation and protection
mechanisms for Indian diaspora in the Gulf.
Accelerate the transition to renewable
energy and green hydrogen.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

An Australian submarine torpedoed the Iranian
warship IRIS Dena in the Indian Ocean Region
near Sri Lanka during the ongoing U.S.–Israel–
Iran conflict.
The attack occurred in international waters, far
from the main West Asian theatre of war.
The frigate had recently participated in India’s
International Fleet Review (IFR) at
Visakhapatnam.
Around 87 sailors were killed, with several
missing.
India and Sri Lanka launched search and
rescue operations following the incident.
The event signals a possible expansion of the
West Asian conflict into the Indian Ocean
Region, raising strategic concerns for India.

Key Points
Expansion of Conflict Zone: The strike marks
the spread of West Asian conflict into the
Indian Ocean, increasing geopolitical
instability.
Location Significance: The incident occurred
close to major global shipping lanes that pass
near Sri Lanka.
Maritime Warfare Debate: Under laws of naval
warfare, attacking enemy warships in
international waters may be considered legal,
but the legitimacy depends on the context of
armed conflict.

Strategic Implications for India:
India’s maritime neighbourhood is
witnessing increased military activity.
Potential threats to energy security and
maritime trade routes.

Regional Security Concerns: Smaller states in
the region rely on India as a net security
provider in the Indian Ocean.

Static Linkages
Indian Ocean Region (IOR) carries nearly 80%
of global seaborne oil trade and about 40% of
global trade.
UNCLOS (1982) governs maritime navigation
and defines international waters.
India’s maritime doctrine emphasises SAGAR –
Security and Growth for All in the Region.
Important Sea Lines of Communication
(SLOCs) in the region support global trade and
energy transport.
Strategic chokepoints affecting Indian Ocean
trade include Strait of Hormuz, Bab-el-
Mandeb, and Strait of Malacca.

Critical Analysis
Concerns

Threat to Maritime Stability: Escalation in the
IOR may undermine regional stability.
Energy Security Risk: India imports over 85% of
its crude oil, much of which passes through
nearby sea routes.
Shipping Disruptions: Conflict near SLOCs may
increase insurance costs and shipping delays.
Diplomatic Balancing: India must maintain
relations with Iran, the U.S., and Gulf countries
simultaneously.

Opportunities
Strengthens India’s role as a regional maritime
security provider.
Encourages greater naval coordination with
IOR countries.

Way Forward
Enhance Maritime Surveillance through naval
deployments and coastal radar networks in the
IOR.
Strengthen SAGAR framework and cooperation
with littoral states.
Promote diplomatic engagement to prevent
conflict spillover into the Indian Ocean.
Diversify energy sources and routes to reduce
vulnerability to maritime disruptions.
Enhance multilateral maritime security
cooperation with regional partners.
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