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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Escalation of direct military conflict between
Iran and Israel, with active involvement of the
United States.
Missile strikes and air raids targeting military
bases, energy infrastructure, and alleged
nuclear facilities including Natanz Nuclear
Facility.
Iran-backed Hezbollah launched attacks on
Israel; Israel retaliated in Lebanon.
Attacks reported near major oil installations
such as Ras Tanura Refinery.
Global crude prices rose sharply amid fears of
Strait of Hormuz disruption.

Key Points 
Strait of Hormuz

Connects Persian Gulf to Gulf of Oman →
Arabian Sea.
One of the world’s most critical oil
chokepoints (~20% of global petroleum
trade).

Natanz Nuclear Facility
Major uranium enrichment site in Iran.
Monitored by International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA).

Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT)
Iran is a signatory as a non-nuclear weapon
state.
Obligates safeguards and IAEA inspections.

Ras Tanura Refinery (Saudi Arabia)
Among the largest oil refineries globally.
Strategic for global crude supply stability.

Oil Price Transmission to India
India imports ~85% of crude oil.
Direct impact on inflation, Current Account
Deficit (CAD), and fiscal deficit.

Static Linkages 
Global maritime chokepoints: Strait of Hormuz,
Bab-el-Mandeb, Suez Canal.

Article 51 of UN Charter – Right to self-defence.
Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR) in India –
Visakhapatnam, Mangaluru, Padur.
Energy security as defined in Economic Survey.
Principles of International Humanitarian Law:

Proportionality
Distinction

OPEC and oil price stabilization mechanisms.

Critical Analysis 
Geopolitical

Risk of regional spillover war.
Leadership vacuum in Iran may alter regional
power balance.
Greater involvement of global powers may
intensify proxy conflicts.

Economic
Oil price spike → imported inflation in India.
Impact on rupee depreciation and CAD.
Aviation, shipping, and insurance costs likely to
rise.

Nuclear Security
Attack on nuclear facility may undermine global
non-proliferation regime.
Risk of weakening IAEA oversight.

For India
8+ million Indian diaspora in Gulf region.
Remittances and trade exposure.
Need for strategic balancing: Israel–Iran–Gulf–U.S.
relations.

Way Forward
Diplomatic de-escalation through UN and regional
mediators.
Strengthening India’s Strategic Petroleum
Reserves.
Diversification of energy imports (Russia, U.S.,
renewables).
Acceleration of National Green Hydrogen Mission.
Preparedness for evacuation operations if
required.
Revival of diplomatic engagement on Iran nuclear
framework.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

India and Canada signed a $1.9 billion, 10-year
uranium supply agreement for Indian nuclear
power reactors.
Both sides agreed to conclude negotiations for
a Comprehensive Economic Partnership
Agreement (CEPA) within the year.
Announcement of a Strategic Energy
Partnership (renewables, LPG, uranium, critical
technologies).
Canada decided to join the International Solar
Alliance (ISA) and the Global Biofuel Alliance.
Diplomatic reset effort after tensions over the
killing of Hardeep Singh Nijjar, which India has
denied involvement in.
Agreement to strengthen counterterrorism
cooperation and convene Joint Working Group
on Counterterrorism.

Key Points for Prelims
Canada is among the world’s top uranium
producers (notably Saskatchewan region).
India imports uranium due to limited domestic
reserves.
Civil nuclear cooperation enabled after:

2008 NSG waiver.
2010 India–Canada Civil Nuclear
Cooperation Agreement.

CEPA: A comprehensive trade agreement
covering goods, services, investment, IPR, and
dispute settlement.
Canada:

Major supplier of potash (fertilizer input).

Significant source of pulses for India.
Hosts large Indian diaspora.

ISA launched at COP21 (Paris, 2015).
Global Biofuel Alliance launched during India’s G20
Presidency (2023).

Key Points for Mains
Energy Security Dimension

Nuclear energy provides baseload, low-carbon power.
Supports India’s:

Net Zero target (2070).
Non-fossil fuel capacity expansion.

Reduces overdependence on fossil fuel imports.
Economic Dimension

CEPA can:
Increase bilateral trade.
Diversify supply chains (critical minerals, energy
inputs).
Boost services trade (education, IT, fintech).

Strategic & Geopolitical Dimension
Engagement with a G7 country enhances India’s
strategic autonomy.
Counterterrorism cooperation reflects shared security
concerns.
Diaspora politics remains a friction point in bilateral
ties.

Static Linkages 
Three-Stage Nuclear Programme (PHWR → FBR →
Thorium cycle).
NSG waiver (2008) and India’s exceptional status in
global nuclear commerce.
Article 51: Promotion of international peace.
Energy security as part of economic sovereignty.
Diaspora diplomacy in India’s foreign policy.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Enhances energy diversification.
Deepens climate cooperation.
Expands trade and investment prospects.
Strengthens multilateral climate platforms (ISA, Biofuel
Alliance).

Concerns
Political trust deficit due to ongoing investigation.
Trade negotiations may face regulatory and political
hurdles.
Nuclear energy expansion requires strong safety and
liability frameworks.

Way Forward
Fast-track CEPA negotiations with balanced tariff
concessions.
Institutionalise high-level security dialogue
mechanisms.
Enhance cooperation in critical minerals and clean
technologies.
Maintain diplomatic engagement while separating legal
investigations from strategic cooperation.
Promote people-to-people ties to reduce political
mistrust.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

In January 2026, Russia’s share in India’s crude
oil imports fell to 19.3%, the lowest since
December 2022.
India imported crude worth $1.98 billion from
Russia — lowest in 44 months.
Two months earlier, Russia’s share stood at
27.5%; in May 2025 it was 33%.
India increased imports from West Asian
countries and the U.S.
Closure of the Strait of Hormuz due to West
Asian conflict has created supply risks.
Global oil prices crossed $80 per barrel, rising
over 8% in one week.
Industry estimate: Every $1 rise in crude price
increases India’s annual import bill by ~$2
billion.

Key Points
India imports ~85% of its crude oil
requirements (Economic Survey data trend).
Major crude suppliers: Russia, Iraq, Saudi
Arabia, UAE, Kuwait, U.S.
Strait of Hormuz:

Connects Persian Gulf to Gulf of Oman and
Arabian Sea.
~One-fifth of global petroleum
consumption passes through it.

Higher crude prices impact:
Current Account Deficit (CAD)
Inflation (via fuel & logistics costs)
Fiscal burden (subsidies, excise
adjustments)

Freight costs higher for distant suppliers like
the U.S.

Static Linkages 
Crude oil classified under OPEC+ dynamics and
global commodity markets.

Impact of oil prices on:
Balance of Payments (BoP)
Exchange rate depreciation
Cost-push inflation

Energy security dimensions:
Availability
Affordability
Accessibility
Sustainability

Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPRs)
as buffer against supply shocks.
Diversification of energy sources as
part of long-term energy policy.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Reduces overdependence on a
single supplier.
Improves bargaining power through
diversification.
May strengthen India–U.S. trade
negotiations.
Reduces geopolitical vulnerability
linked to sanctions regimes.

Concerns
Loss of discounted Russian crude
may increase import bill.
West Asia remains geopolitically
volatile.
Closure of Strait of Hormuz exposes
supply risk.
Higher freight costs from distant
suppliers.
Possible widening of CAD and
inflationary pressures.

Way Forward
Strengthen Strategic Petroleum
Reserves (SPR) capacity.
Enhance long-term diversified
contracts (Latin America, Africa).
Accelerate renewable energy
transition (solar, green hydrogen).
Promote energy efficiency & EV
adoption to reduce oil intensity.
Maintain strategic autonomy in
foreign policy decisions.
Develop rupee-based or diversified
currency settlement mechanisms.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Oil tanker Skylight (15 Indian & 5 Iranian crew)
attacked near Khasab, Oman.
Another tanker (MKD VYOM) attacked off
Muscat coast; one Indian crew member
reportedly killed.
Temporary halt of ship traffic through the
Strait of Hormuz amid escalating regional
tensions.
Skylight was on U.S. sanctions list (Dec 2025)
as part of alleged shadow fleet.
Directorate General of Shipping (India) issued
advisory restricting Indian seafarers from
joining vessels in Iran and cautioning transit
through Hormuz.
27 Indian-flagged ships currently in Persian
Gulf region.

Key Points 
Strait of Hormuz:

Connects Persian Gulf to Gulf of Oman &
Arabian Sea.
~20% of global oil trade passes through it.
Strategically located between Iran (north)
and Oman (south).

India’s Energy Profile:
~85% crude oil import dependence
(Economic Survey).
Major imports routed via Persian Gulf.

ITF (2025 Data):
6,223 seafarers abandoned globally.
India had highest number (1,125).

Merchant Shipping Act, 1958 → Governs
maritime administration.
DG Shipping → Regulatory authority under
Ministry of Ports, Shipping & Waterways.

Static Linkages
UNCLOS provisions on:

Transit passage through international
straits.
Freedom of navigation.

India’s SAGAR doctrine (Security and Growth
for All in the Region).
Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR) policy.
Current Account Deficit linked to oil import
bill.
Indian Navy anti-piracy deployments (Gulf of
Aden since 2008).

Critical Analysis
Strategic Concerns

Disruption → Oil price volatility → Inflation.
Impact on Current Account Deficit.
Increased shipping insurance costs.
Exposure of Indian workforce to conflict zones.

Governance Challenges
Shadow fleet risks.
Sanctions compliance vs energy security
dilemma.
Limited protection mechanisms for seafarers.

Ethical Dimension
State’s duty to safeguard citizens abroad.
Corporate responsibility toward crew safety.

Way Forward
Diversify crude import sources.
Expand Strategic Petroleum Reserves.
Strengthen naval presence in high-risk zones.
Institutional welfare mechanisms for seafarers.
Diplomatic engagement with regional actors.
Strengthen maritime domain awareness
systems.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

The Supreme Court is examining whether
Nucleic Acid Testing (NAT) should be made
mandatory in all blood banks.
Petition argues that safe blood transfusion is
part of Article 21 (Right to Life).
Triggered by reported cases of HIV infection
among Thalassemia patients in Madhya
Pradesh and Jharkhand allegedly due to
contaminated blood transfusion.
Court has sought data on:

State-wise implementation of NAT,
Cost implications,
Feasibility in government hospitals.

Key Facts 
Nucleic Acid Testing (NAT)

Molecular test detecting viral RNA/DNA.
Screens for:

HIV
Hepatitis B
Hepatitis C

Detects infection during window period
(before antibody formation).
More sensitive than ELISA.

ELISA (Enzyme-Linked Immunosorbent Assay)
Detects antibodies/antigens.
Longer window period than NAT.
Less expensive and widely used.

Window Period (Important Concept)
Time between infection and detectability.
Shorter window period → safer blood supply.

Thalassemia
Genetic disorder affecting haemoglobin
production.

Requires regular blood transfusions.
India has high burden (as per Ministry of
Health estimates).

Legal & Policy Framework
Blood banks regulated under:

Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940
Drugs and Cosmetics Rules, 1945

National Blood Policy, 2002:
Ensure safe and adequate blood supply.
Promote voluntary donation.
Standardise testing procedures.

Constitutional Dimensions
Article 21 – Right to Life includes:

Right to health (Judicial interpretation).
Safe medical treatment.

DPSPs:
State duty to improve public health.

Issue of:
Fiscal federalism (capacity of poorer
States).
Judicial intervention in policy matters.

Critical Issues 
1. Public Health vs Financial Constraints

NAT increases safety but raises cost.
States with weak fiscal capacity may struggle.

2. Equity Concerns
Unequal adoption may lead to:

Urban–rural disparity.
Interstate health inequality.

3. Ethical Dimension
“Preventable tragedies” if safer technology
exists.
Duty of State to protect vulnerable groups
(e.g., Thalassemia patients).

4. Governance Gap
Lack of uniform implementation.
Need for centralised standards.

Way Forward
Gradual nationwide implementation with
Central assistance.
Inclusion of NAT under national health funding
schemes.
Strengthening regulatory oversight of blood
banks.
Creation of a national digital registry of blood
screening standards.
Public-private partnership for cost
optimisation.
Greater focus on voluntary blood donation and
awareness.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

On February 27, 2026, Badr bin Hamad Al
Busaidi indicated progress in U.S.–Iran nuclear
negotiations.
Within 24 hours, the U.S. and Israel launched
coordinated airstrikes on Iran.
Iran’s Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei
and senior officials were killed.
Donald Trump and Benjamin Netanyahu hinted
at regime change as an objective.
Iran retaliated by:

Striking U.S. bases in Gulf countries.
Targeting Israel with missiles and drones.
Announcing closure of the Strait of
Hormuz.

Key Points 
Strait of Hormuz:

Connects Persian Gulf to Gulf of Oman →
Arabian Sea.
~30–33% of global seaborne crude oil
passes through it.
Critical for India’s energy imports.

Iran’s Strategic Features:
Population ~90 million.
Mountainous terrain → natural defence.
Advanced ballistic missile programme.
Network of proxy groups in West Asia.

Regime Change vs Nuclear Issue:
2015 nuclear deal focused on enrichment
limits.
Israel seeks dismantling of missile
capability and militia support.

Energy Security Impact:
India imports ~85% of crude oil (Economic
Survey).

Oil price shocks → Inflation, CAD pressure.
Focus Areas for Prelims:

Iran, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, UAE, Qatar.
Gulf of Oman, Arabian Sea.
Key U.S. bases in Gulf monarchies.

Static Linkages 
Deterrence Theory – Missiles as strategic
deterrent.
Balance of Power – Regional hegemonic
competition.
Proxy Warfare – Role of non-state actors.
Energy Security – Strategic Petroleum
Reserves (India).
UNCLOS – Transit passage through
international straits.
Shock-and-Awe Doctrine – Decapitation
strikes.

Critical Analysis 
Strategic Dimension

Regime change difficult without ground
invasion.
Decapitation strategy may not ensure state
collapse.
Risk of prolonged asymmetric warfare.

Regional Impact
Gulf monarchies vulnerable.
Missile defence sustainability issues.
Escalation into full-scale regional war possible.

Impact on India
Oil price volatility.
Shipping insurance costs rise.
Indian diaspora safety concerns.
Pressure on rupee & inflation.

Way Forward 
Revival of nuclear diplomacy framework.
Regional security dialogue mechanism.
Safeguarding maritime trade routes.
India to:

Diversify oil import sources.
Strengthen Strategic Petroleum Reserves.
Enhance naval presence in Arabian Sea.
Maintain balanced diplomacy (multi-
alignment).
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The University Grants Commission (UGC)
proposed amendments to its regulations
aimed at strengthening safeguards for socially
vulnerable groups in higher education
institutions.
The proposed changes reportedly sought to
expand institutional protections and ensure
better compliance with reservation norms for
OBCs and other disadvantaged groups.
The reforms faced opposition from sections of
social elites who termed them as
discriminatory and against “merit”.
The higher judiciary put the reforms in
abeyance following legal challenges.
The debate has revived discussions on caste-
based inequalities, representation in academia,
and social justice policies.

Key Points 
UGC

Statutory body under the UGC Act, 1956.
Functions under the Ministry of Education.
Responsible for coordination,
determination and maintenance of
standards of higher education.

Reservation in Central Educational Institutions
15% – Scheduled Castes (SC)
7.5% – Scheduled Tribes (ST)
27% – Other Backward Classes (OBC) (after
93rd Constitutional Amendment Act, 2005)
10% – Economically Weaker Sections (EWS)
(103rd Constitutional Amendment Act,
2019)

Article 15(5)
Enables the State to make special
provisions for socially and educationally
backward classes in educational
institutions (including private institutions,
except minority institutions)

Article 16(4)
Reservation in public employment for backward
classes not adequately represented in services.

Faculty Representation Issue
Parliamentary Standing Committee reports indicate
under-representation of OBCs in faculty positions in
central universities.
“Not Found Suitable” clause cited as a procedural
barrier.

Bihar Caste Survey (2023)
Extremely Backward Castes (EBCs) constitute around
36–40% of the population.
Highlights socio-economic and educational
backwardness.

Static Linkages 
Equality before law – Article 14
Prohibition of discrimination – Article 15
Equality of opportunity in public employment – Article 16
Directive Principle: Promotion of educational and
economic interests of SCs, STs and other weaker sections
– Article 46
Mandal Commission (1980) recommendations on OBC
reservation
Indra Sawhney Judgment (1992) – 50% cap on
reservations (with exceptions in extraordinary
circumstances)

Critical Analysis
Arguments in Favour of Reforms

Enhances substantive equality, not merely formal
equality.
Addresses structural under-representation in faculty
positions.
Promotes diversity in academic institutions.
Aligns with Article 46 (DPSP).
Ensures accountability in recruitment processes.

Concerns Raised
Allegations of dilution of “merit”.
Fear of excessive regulatory intervention in university
autonomy.
Political polarization around caste-based policies.
Implementation challenges and judicial scrutiny.

Broader Issues
Persistent gap between reservation in admissions vs
faculty positions.
Social capital and network advantages influencing
recruitment.
Limited institutional grievance redressal mechanisms for
OBCs compared to SC/ST protections.

Way Forward
Strict monitoring of reservation implementation in faculty
recruitment.
Transparent recruitment processes with independent
oversight.
Periodic social audits of higher education institutions.
Capacity building and academic mentoring for
marginalized scholars.
Strengthening Equal Opportunity Cells in universities.
Evidence-based policymaking using caste-disaggregated
data.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

Government released a new series of National
Accounts Statistics (NAS) with base year
shifted from 2011–12 to 2022–23.
Earlier base year had become outdated due to
structural changes (GST, digitalisation,
formalisation, pandemic impact).
Revised GDP estimate for 2025–26: 7.6%
growth (higher than earlier 7.4%).
However, absolute GDP size revised downward
to ₹345.47 lakh crore (2025–26) (~$3.8 trillion).

Key Features of the New Series
Adoption of Double-Deflator Method for
estimating real GVA.
Use of GST data for better measurement of
value addition.
Household sector data now based on:

Annual Survey of Unincorporated Sector
Enterprises (ASUSE)
Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS)

Improved allocation of multi-sector corporate
output.
Better estimation of:

Agriculture
Informal sector
Services sector

Why Base Year Revision is Important
Reflects structural changes in the economy.
Incorporates latest consumption patterns.
Improves sectoral representation.
Enhances accuracy of inflation-adjusted (real)
growth.
Aligns India’s statistics with international best
practices (SNA framework).

Economic Implications
GDP for 2023–24 and 2024–25 revised
downward (~3.8%).
Smaller GDP affects:

Fiscal deficit-to-GDP ratio
Debt-to-GDP ratio
$5 trillion economy target timeline

Realignment of fiscal targets may be required
under FRBM framework.

Static Concepts to Revise
GDP vs GVA distinction.
Nominal vs Real GDP.
GDP deflator concept.
Formula:
GDP (MP) = GVA (BP) + Taxes – Subsidies
Fiscal Deficit definition.
Debt sustainability indicators.
Informal sector measurement challenges.
Role of CSO/NSO in national accounts.

Mains Perspective 
Positives

Better data credibility.
Improved policy formulation.
More accurate measurement of informal
sector.
Strengthens macroeconomic management.

Concerns
Downward GDP revision impacts fiscal math.
Policy targets become harder to achieve.
Need for improved statistical transparency.

Way Forward
Periodic base year revision (every 5 years).
Strengthening administrative data integration.
Greater transparency in methodology.
Capacity building in statistical systems.
Align fiscal consolidation targets with revised
GDP.

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY



KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Gross GST collections in February 2026 stood
at ~₹1.83 lakh crore, registering 8.1% YoY
growth.
Growth followed GST rate rationalisation
(September 2025) into two principal slabs: 5%
and 18%.
Import IGST collections increased by over 17%
YoY, reaching ~₹47,800 crore.
Import IGST share in gross GST (Apr 2025–Feb
2026) rose to ~27% (from ~24% in previous
year).
Rupee depreciation:

~4% (Feb 2025–Feb 2026)
~6.2% (Apr 2025–Feb 2026)

High import dependence in crude oil,
semiconductors, copper, aluminium → higher
assessable value for IGST.

Key Points 
GST Trends

GST buoyancy linked to:
Consumption recovery
Formalisation
Rate rationalisation

However, import-driven IGST growth indicates:
External sector influence on domestic tax
buoyancy.
Currency depreciation impact on tax base.

Import IGST Mechanism
Levied under Article 269A.

Collected by Centre and apportioned between Centre and
States.
Calculated on:

CIF value + Basic Customs Duty.
Higher global prices + weaker rupee → higher IGST
collections (even without volume growth).

Import Structure (Indicative)
Crude oil: >25% of imports.
Semiconductors: ~5%.
Copper & aluminium: ~3–4%.
India imports >90% of semiconductor demand.

Federal Dimension
Import IGST contributes significantly to divisible pool.
Uneven GST growth across States:

Tamil Nadu (–6%)
Maharashtra (6%)
West Bengal (1%)

Suggests reliance on import-led revenue rather than
broad-based domestic demand.

Static Linkages 
101st Constitutional Amendment Act, 2016.
Article 269A – GST on inter-State trade & imports.
Article 279A – GST Council.
Fiscal federalism – Finance Commission principles.
Exchange rate pass-through and inflation (Economic
Survey – External Sector).
Input Tax Credit mechanism under GST.
Current Account Deficit and trade balance
(Macroeconomics).

Critical Analysis
Positives

Strong GST collections reflect:
Improved compliance.
Economic activity recovery.
Administrative efficiency.

Rate rationalisation simplified tax structure.
Higher import IGST improves short-term fiscal position.

Concerns
Rising import IGST may reflect:

Rupee depreciation rather than demand expansion.
Higher import bill → Current Account pressure.

Input cost escalation:
May neutralise GST rate cuts.
Cost-push inflation risk.

Federal imbalance:
States dependent on import-heavy sectors may gain
disproportionately.

Structural vulnerability:
High semiconductor and crude dependence.

Way Forward
Accelerate domestic manufacturing:

Semiconductor mission.
Critical minerals strategy.

Strengthen exchange rate stability through:
Export promotion.
Diversification of energy sources.

Improve GST analytics to distinguish:
Volume-led vs price-led growth.

Ensure equitable IGST settlement to States.
Continue GST rationalisation toward revenue neutrality.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Iran confirmed the assassination of its
Supreme Leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, in
targeted strikes allegedly carried out by the
U.S. and Israel.
The incident reportedly occurred during
ongoing diplomatic negotiations.
India did not directly condemn the
assassination; instead, it expressed “deep
concern” and called for dialogue.
The development raises questions regarding:

Sovereignty and international law
Rules-based international order
India’s strategic autonomy
India’s balancing policy in West Asia

Key Points 
Article 2(4) of UN Charter: Prohibits use of
force against territorial integrity or political
independence of any state.
Article 51 of Indian Constitution: Promotion of
international peace and security (DPSP).
India imports ~85% of its crude oil requirement
(Economic Survey).
West Asia hosts ~8–9 million Indian diaspora
(MEA data).
Iran is strategically important for:

Chabahar Port (connectivity to Central Asia
& Afghanistan)
Energy security

India maintains strong defence ties with Israel.

Static Linkages 
Principles of Sovereign Equality of States.
Panchsheel Agreement (1954).
Non-Aligned Movement: Strategic autonomy.

Directive Principles – International peace.
Energy security and sea lane protection.
Diaspora evacuation operations (e.g.,
Operation Rahat).

Critical Analysis
Strategic Concerns

Balancing ties between Iran and Israel.
Protection of Indian diaspora in Gulf.
Stability of oil supply routes (Strait of Hormuz).

Normative Concerns
Silence may dilute India’s image as supporter
of sovereignty.
Impacts India’s claim as voice of Global South.

Geopolitical Implications
Escalation in West Asia may disrupt:

Energy imports
Maritime trade
Regional stability

Way Forward
Maintain principled stand on sovereignty and
peaceful resolution.
Strengthen multi-alignment without
compromising strategic autonomy.
Enhance energy diversification.
Use diplomatic channels for de-escalation.
Prioritize diaspora safety and contingency
planning.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Pakistan’s Defence Minister Khawaja Asif
termed the current hostilities with Afghanistan
as an “open war”.
Pakistan accuses the Afghan Taliban regime of
sheltering the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan
(TTP).
Pakistan conducted airstrikes near the Durand
Line, triggering Taliban retaliation.
Taliban denies support to TTP and accuses
Pakistan of backing Islamic State – Khorasan
Province (ISKP).
Escalation threatens regional stability and
impacts India’s strategic interests.

Key Points 
Durand Line (1893): Drawn between British
India and Afghanistan; Afghanistan historically
disputes its legitimacy.
TTP (2007): Militant organisation targeting the
Pakistani state; distinct from Afghan Taliban.
Taliban (2021): Regained control of Afghanistan
after U.S. withdrawal.
Pakistan has:

Conducted cross-border airstrikes.
Restricted Afghan transit trade.
Expelled Afghan refugees.

China is concerned due to CPEC security.
U.S. expressed support for Pakistan’s counter-
terror stance.
India reiterated support for Afghan
sovereignty.

Static Linkages 
Article 2(4) of UN Charter – Prohibition on use
of force.
State responsibility for non-state actors
operating from its territory.
Concept of strategic depth in geopolitics.
Asymmetric warfare and guerrilla tactics.
Refugee crisis and international humanitarian
obligations.
Buffer state theory in international relations.

Critical Analysis
Strategic Concerns

Pakistan’s long-standing “strategic depth”
policy in Afghanistan has backfired.
Taliban no longer dependent on Pakistan post-
2021.
Escalation risks prolonged asymmetric
conflict.

Security Dimensions
TTP resurgence threatens Pakistan’s internal
stability.
Radicalisation and militancy may spill over into
South Asia.
Increased instability near India’s extended
neighbourhood.

Geopolitical Angle
China concerned over CPEC security.
U.S. balancing counter-terror priorities with
regional strategy.
India pursuing calibrated engagement with
Taliban to safeguard interests.

Limitations of Military Solution
Afghanistan historically resisted external
military domination (Soviet & U.S.
experiences).
Air superiority does not ensure long-term
control.
Guerrilla warfare favours Taliban.

Way Forward
Regional diplomatic engagement including
SCO framework.
Strengthening border management
mechanisms.
Intelligence cooperation against non-state
actors.
Political dialogue between Pakistan and
Taliban.
India to maintain pragmatic engagement while
safeguarding security interests.
Focus on humanitarian assistance and
developmental outreach.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The Supreme Leader of Iran, Ali Khamenei, was
reportedly killed in targeted airstrikes carried
out by the United States and Israel.
The action is perceived as an attempt at
regime destabilisation/change.
Iran’s political system is deeply
institutionalised, with real power concentrated
in the Supreme Leader and the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC).
The escalation has raised concerns of regional
spillover across West Asia and disruption of
global oil supply chains.
The move reflects a pattern of unilateral
interventions under President Donald Trump.

Key Points 
Iran’s Governance Structure

The Supreme Leader is the highest
authority under Iran’s Constitution (post-
1979 Islamic Revolution).
Controls armed forces, judiciary,
intelligence, and key state institutions.

Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC)
Established in 1979 to protect the Islamic
Revolution.
Parallel military structure alongside the
regular army.
Strong economic and political influence
within Iran.

Strategic Significance
Strait of Hormuz connects Persian Gulf to Gulf
of Oman.
Nearly one-fifth of global crude oil trade
passes through it (Energy security relevance
for India).

US Record of Regime Change Interventions
Afghanistan (2001), Iraq (2003), Libya (2011) —
long-term instability followed.

Static Linkages 
Principle of sovereign equality of states (UN
Charter, Article 2(1)).
Prohibition on use of force except in self-defence
or UNSC mandate (Article 51).
Balance of power theory in international relations.
Energy imports and Current Account Deficit
sensitivity to crude oil prices.
Diaspora protection and evacuation diplomacy
(e.g., past evacuation operations).

Critical Analysis
Strategic Concerns

Regime removal ≠ regime transformation
(institutional resilience of IRGC).
Risk of proxy retaliation across West Asia
(Lebanon, Syria, Iraq, Yemen).
Possibility of oil supply disruption impacting
global inflation.
Escalation may strengthen hardliners within Iran
instead of weakening regime.

Legal & Normative Issues
Question of legality under international law
without UN mandate.
Undermines multilateralism and collective
security framework.
Sets precedent for targeted elimination of heads
of state.

India’s Concerns
Energy security dependence on West Asia.
Safety of Indian diaspora in Gulf countries.
Impact on Chabahar Port connectivity projects.

Way Forward 
Revival of diplomatic channels and multilateral
negotiations.
Strengthening role of UN Security Council in
conflict resolution.
De-escalation mechanisms involving regional
powers (Gulf states).
India to adopt balanced diplomacy preserving ties
with US, Israel, and Iran.
Diversification of crude oil sources to reduce
vulnerability.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The United States and Israel launched
coordinated strikes on Iran following the
assassination of Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.
Iran retaliated by targeting US military bases
and strategic infrastructure across Gulf
countries.
Missile/drone attacks affected Bahrain, Kuwait,
Qatar, United Arab Emirates, Jordan, and oil
facilities in Saudi Arabia.
Strategic maritime chokepoints like the Strait
of Hormuz and the Suez Canal are under
threat.
Qatar temporarily halted LNG production at
Ras Laffan after drone strikes.

Key Facts 
US 5th Fleet is headquartered in Bahrain;
oversees Arabian Gulf, Red Sea, Gulf of Oman,
Arabian Sea.
Strait of Hormuz: ~20% of global oil trade
passes through.
India imports ~85% of its crude oil needs
(Economic Survey).
Qatar is among India’s largest LNG suppliers
(~40–50% of India’s LNG imports in recent
years).
Article 51 of the UN Charter recognizes the
inherent right of self-defence.
Turkey is a NATO member — attack on it may
trigger NATO’s collective defence (Article 5).

Static Linkages 
Strategic chokepoints in world geography.
Energy security and balance of payments
vulnerability.
Freedom of navigation under UNCLOS.
Diaspora protection policy (Operation Raahat,
Operation Ganga – evacuation precedents).
Collective security vs. unilateral military
action.

India’s Concerns
Energy Security: Disruption in oil/LNG supply →
inflationary pressures.
Indian Diaspora: ~9 million Indians reside in
Gulf countries.
Maritime Trade: West Asia is crucial for India–
Europe trade routes.
Remittances: Gulf region is a major contributor
to India’s remittance inflows.

Critical Analysis
Strategic Implications

Expansion of conflict beyond Iran–Israel to
Gulf states.
Increased militarisation of energy
infrastructure.
Risk of closure/blockade of Strait of Hormuz.

Economic Implications
Rising crude prices → CAD widening.
LNG supply disruption → power and fertilizer
sector impact.
Insurance and freight costs likely to increase.

Diplomatic Dimensions
Pressure on Gulf monarchies to balance US
security ties and regional stability.
Weakening of mediation efforts by Oman and
other neutral states.
Possible UNSC deadlock due to P5 divisions.

Way Forward 
Diversification of energy sources (Strategic
Petroleum Reserves, renewables).
Strengthening I2U2, India-Gulf strategic
partnerships.
Enhancing maritime domain awareness in
Arabian Sea.
Diplomatic balancing: maintaining ties with US,
Israel, and Gulf states.
Evacuation preparedness for Indian nationals.
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