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India ‘stands firmly’ with Israel,
Modi says in address to Knesset .

Prime Minister addresses Israeli parliament as he begins a visit to the West Asian country; Modi says he supports the Gaza
Peace Initiative and adds that India has uncompromising policy of zero tolerance for terrorism, with no double standards

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

rime Minister Na-

rendra Modi, in his

address  w  the
Knesset on Wednesday, ex-
ended a firm hand of
friendship to lsrael and
condemned the Hamas at-
tack on October 7, 2023 as
a “barbaric terrorist at-
tack”™,

Speaking a1 the Israell
parliament, the Prime Mi-
nister supported the Gaza
Peace [Initiative saying it
wals necessary o “sustain®
the process of peace build-
ing in the region. “The Ga-
za Peace Initiative that was
endorsed by the UN Secur-
ity Council offers a path-
way. India has expressed
fts firm support... We be-
liewve that it holds the pro-
mise of a just and durable
peace for all the people of
the region, including by
addressing the Palestine is-
sue,” he said.

_

Prime Minister Narenda Modi and his lsraell counterpart, Benjamsin
Hetaryahu, at the Knesset in Jenssalem on Wednesday, s

Mr. Modi zaid India and
Israel were working to en-
hance bilateral relations
across seciors such as wa-
ter management, agricul-
ture, and talent partner-
ship, adding that he had
discussed “key develop-
menis” in the region with
Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu.

“1 also carry with me the
deepest  condolences  of
the people of India for ev-
ery life lost and for every

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

e Prime Minister Narendra Modi addressed the

Knesset.

e Condemned the October 7, 2023 Hamas attack
as a terrorist act and reiterated India’s zero-

tolerance policy on terrorism.

family whose world was
shattered in the barbaric
terrorist attack by Hamas
on October 7," said Mr. Mo-
oli, adding that India stands
with lsrael “firmly, with
full conviction™.

Mr. Modi reminded the
members of the Knesset
about India’s own struggle
agsainst werrorism and cited
the 26/11 terror amack in
Mumbai that killed citizens
of India as well as multiple
other countries, including

lsrael. “Like you, we have a
consistent and uncompro-
mising policy of zero e
rance for terrorism, with
no double standard,” he
said,

Mr. Modi said India had
supported Israel’s attempes
to huild friendly ties with
the countries in West Asia
and North Africa and said
sraeli moves to build rela-
tionships with Arab coun-
tries under the Abraham
Accords showed “courage
and vision™,

“Since then, the sitwa-
tion has changed signifi-
cantly, The path is even
maore challenging. Yet it is
important to sustain that
hope,” he said.

Mr. Modi referred to In-
dia’s ties with the Jewish
community as rooted in
ancient trade and move-
ment of people, and said
there is “great admiration
of Isracl’s resolve, courage

achievements”
in India.

Expressed support for the UNSC-endorsed
Gaza Peace Initiative, emphasizing a just and
durable peace including the Palestine issue.
Held talks with Israeli PM Benjamin Netanyahu
on regional security and bilateral cooperation.
Supported normalization efforts under the
Abraham Accords.

Announced progress on India-Israel Free Trade
Agreement (FTA) and digital financial linkages.

Key Points

India follows a consistent zero-tolerance
approach to terrorism (UAPA, NIA Act).
India supports a two-state solution and
peaceful resolution of the Israel-Palestine
conflict.
India—Israel diplomatic relations established in
1992.
Bilateral trade (excluding defence) ~USD 10
billion (recent official data).
Cooperation areas:
o Defence and security
o Agriculture (Indo-Israel Agricultural Project
- Centres of Excellence)
o Water management (drip irrigation,
desalination)
o Cybersecurity and innovation

He also talked about the
absence of discrimination
against the Jewish com-
munity in Incia and specif-
ieally referred to the Jewish
communities in  Kerala,
Kolkata and Mumbai.

Mr, Modi sabd India is
committed to expanding
trade with Israel and in-
formed that both sides are
working on it through
“cross-border financial lin-
kages™ using “Digital Pu-
blic Infrastructure”. He
said the two sides are also
working on an ambitious
Free Trade Agreement.

Earlier, Mr. Netanyahu
said Mr. Modi “did net
flinch™ and that under his
leadership, India provided
support to Israel in the
challenging tmes over the
recent past. “You stood for
Israel, You stood for the
Jews. Thank you,” said Mr.
MNetanyahu.
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Jewish communities historically
present in:

o Kerala (Cochin Jews)

o Mumbai (Bene Israel)

o Kolkata (Baghdadi Jews)

Static Linkages

Article 51 - Promotion of
international peace and security.
UN Security Council - Binding
resolutions under Chapter VII.
India’s foreign policy principles:

o Strategic autonomy

o Multi-alignment

Energy security:

o ~60% of India’s crude imports

from West Asia.

Indian diaspora in Gulf region (~8-9
million).

Defence indigenisation under
Atmanirbhar Bharat.

Critical Analysis
Positives

e Strengthens strategic and defence
cooperation.

¢ Reinforces India’s global anti-terror
stance.

e Balances Israel ties with support for
Palestinian cause.

e Enhances India’s role in West Asian
geopolitics.

Concerns

¢ Balancing relations with Israel and
Arab nations.

¢ Qil price volatility and diaspora
vulnerability.

e Regional instability affecting trade
routes.

Way Forward

* Maintain balanced diplomacy
(Israel security + Palestine rights).

e Fast-track India—Israel FTA.

* Enhance trilateral cooperation (e.g.,
12U2 framework).

e Promote humanitarian diplomacy
alongside counter-terror policy.

e Safeguard energy and diaspora
interests.



Bengal court cases
stall with officers
busy handling SIR

Shiv Sahay $ingh
KOLKATA

Judicial work in the district
and metropolitan courts
across West Bengal has
been severely affected af-
ter hundreds of judicial of-
ficers were deployed to
process nearly 50 lakh
claims and objections un-
der the special intensive re-
vision (SIR) of electoral
rolls ahead of the February
28 deadline.

Except for wrgent mat-
ters and bail hearings,
triaks and regular proceed-
ings - including in special
courts such as those deal-
ing with Protection of Chil-
dren from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) cases - have been
affected as judges under-
take verification work.,

Committees have been
formed at the Calcutta
High Court and district e-
vels 10 reassign urgent cas.
es to alternative courts, but
litigants and judicial affic-
€S pemiain uncertain about
when normal functioning
will resume. Now that it
has fallen to the judiciary
to examine claims and ob-
jections, judicial officers
have reached out to admi-
nistrative complexes for
the verification work.

These judicial officers

are provided log in creden-
tials to study the claims
and objects.
A District Judge asked
how judges could partici-
pate in SIR work unless
they are made electoral re-
rerning officers.

Several importan cases
where the irial process has
been or is likely 1o be af-
fected include the South
Calcutta Law College case
(June 2025), the sexual as-
sault of a medical student
at Durgapur Medical Col-
lege (October 2025), and
the sexual assault and mur-
der of a I3-year-old at Ram-
purhat in Birbhum (Sep-
tember 2025).

“May be out of depth’
Retired 1AS officer and
former Rajya Sabha mem-
ber Jawhar Sircar said that
Involving judicial officers
in the SIR was not a “well
thought-our process™.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context

Judicial crunch
SC has directed jusiciany 1o
waerify about 50 Lakh claims
and ohjections inWest Bengal
® Calcutta HC has deployed
94 judicial officers

for verifications

® Trkals a5 well a3 other
hearings before district courts
and metropolitan courts in the
Srate have stalled following
ithe deployment bl

The former bureaucrat
who has served as the
Chief Electoral  Officer,
West Bengal, said that un-
der the Representation of
the People Act, 1950, the
District Magistrates or the
District  Electoral Officer
are the ones with whom
real authority lies as far as
clection processes are con-
cerned. When administra-
tive jobs are thrst upon
judicial afficers, they “may
be out of depth™ because
judges are used to func-
tioning in a particular for-
mat, and issuing judicial
and guasijudicial orders

over pending disputes, he
E=10 |

He argued that had the
Judicial officers been en-
gaged in the process abowt
a month ago, the solution
may have worked, but now
only two or three days
were left 10 meet the Fe-
bruary 28 deadline. The
Supreme Court has direct-
ed the EC to publish the fi-
nal voter rolls in West Ben-
gal on February 28,
However, the supplemen-
tary lisis would be pu-
blished on a continuous
basis till the date of nomi-
nation of candidates for
the upeoming Assembly
polls, the Supreme Court
said.
The Supreme Court on
February 20 highlighted a
trust deficit between the
West Bengal government
and the EC and directed
that judicial officials of the
State would look  imo
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Key Constitutional & Legal Provisions

Article 324 - Election Commission of India (ECI)
has superintendence, direction and control of
elections.
Representation of the People Act, 1950
o Deals with preparation and revision of
electoral rolls.
o District Magistrate acts as District Election
Officer (DEO).
Article 50 - Separation of judiciary from
executive.
Article 21 - Right to speedy trial (judicial
interpretation).
POCSO Act, 2012 - Mandates special courts for
time-bound trial of child sexual offences.

Core Issues for UPSC
1. Separation of Powers

Judiciary performing executive election-related
functions raises concerns.
Possible dilution of institutional specialization.

2. Judicial Independence

Involvement in administrative tasks may blur
functional boundaries.

Risk of judiciary being drawn into political
controversies.

3. Electoral Integrity vs Administrative Capacity

Judicial scrutiny may enhance neutrality and
credibility.

However, it signals lack of confidence in regular
election machinery.

4. Impact on Justice Delivery

Delay in criminal trials affects Article 21.
Sensitive cases (POCSO, sexual assault) disrupted.

Constitutional & Governance Dimensions

Balance between Article 324 powers of ECl and
Article 50 principle of separation.

e Nearly 50 lakh claims and objections were
received during the Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls in West Bengal.

e The Supreme Court of India directed that
judicial officers examine these claims due to a
trust deficit between the State Government
and the Election Commission.

e Judicial officers were deployed across district
courts, affecting regular trials, including
POCSO cases.

* Final electoral rolls were directed to be
published by February 28, with supplementary
lists allowed later.

¢ |nstitutional coordination vs institutional
overreach.

* Need for capacity building in electoral
administration.

e Ensuring electoral credibility without
compromising judicial efficiency.

Way Forward

e Strengthen ECI’s district-level verification
mechanisms.

¢ Develop dedicated electoral grievance redressal
systems.

¢ Avoid routine deployment of judicial officers for
executive tasks.

* Protect time-bound criminal trials from
administrative diversion.

e Clarify legal framework for exceptional judicial
involvement.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context
e RBI’s State Finances: A Study of Budgets 2025-
26 highlights trends in Haryana’s expenditure.
e Over the last 15 years:
o Share of education expenditure in total
budget has declined.
o Share of social welfare expenditure has
increased significantly.
o Debt and interest payments have risen
sharply.
* Major allocations concentrated in two
schemes:
o Old Age Samman Allowance Scheme
o Deen Dayal Lado Lakshmi Yojana

Key Data Points
Education
e 2010-11:
o 5,946 crore (out of ¥39,554 crore total
expenditure).
e 2025-26:
o 22,312 crore.
* National average spending on education (as %
of total expenditure): 13.1% (RBI).
¢ Technical education share declined from
1.08% to 0.6%.
* ~50% vacancies in regular teaching posts in
colleges.
* 4.9% dropout rate at secondary level.
Health
* Health expenditure: 0.77% of GSDP
(Performance Audit 2022-23).
e National benchmark (National Health Policy
2017): 2.5% of GDP.
e Several states spend higher proportions than
Haryana.
Social Welfare
e 2025-26:
o 18,751 crore for social empowerment,
SC/BC welfare.
o ¥10,210 crore allocated to two major
schemes.
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e Old Age Pension:
o 20 lakh beneficiaries.
o 3,200 per month.
Lado Lakshmi Yojana:
o 2,100 per month for eligible women.
Institutional Indicators
e No Haryana university in QS World Rankings 2026.
e No institution in top 150 of NIRF rankings.
e Govt schools with internet: 69.3% (vs 94.5%
private).

Constitutional & Policy Linkages

e Article 41 - Public assistance in old age (DPSP).

e Article 21A - Right to Education.

e FRBM Acts - Fiscal discipline for Union and States.

e National Education Policy (2020) - 6% of GDP
target.

¢ National Health Policy (2017) - 2.5% of GDP public
health target.

e Human capital formation as driver of long-term
growth (Economic Survey theme).

Issues for Analysis
1. Fiscal Structure Concern
e Rising revenue expenditure (pensions, cash
transfers).
e |ncreasing debt servicing burden.
e Potential crowding out of capital expenditure.
2. Human Capital Gap
e | ow spending on education and health relative to
income level.
e High vacancy in educational institutions.
e Weak higher education performance.
3. Populism vs Welfare State
e Targeted vs universal transfers debate.
e Electoral commitments vs fiscal sustainability.
e Short-term consumption vs long-term productivity
gains.

Way Forward
e |ncrease education allocation toward 6%
benchmark.
e Raise public health spending in line with NHP 2017.
e Rationalize welfare schemes with:
o Better targeting.
o Periodic outcome evaluation.
e Fill vacancies in teaching and technical institutions.
e Strengthen outcome-based budgeting.
e Maintain fiscal prudence under FRBM framework.



Loose connection made
satellite miss orbit: panel

The apex committe sys the signal meant to activate a key valve in the engine oxidiser
line never reached it; this vabve is erucial for firing the engine to rmise the orbit of NVS-02
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Faulty connection

The commiiiee sakd the
most likely explanation
was that at least one con-
nection in the eledrical
conmector — in both the
peimary and backup Enes

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO)
released the report of an apex committee
examining the failure of the NVS-02 satellite to
reach its intended circular orbit.

NVS-02 was launched on 29 January 2025
aboard GSLV F15 from Satish Dhawan Space
Centre.

The launch marked the 100th mission from
Sriharikota.

The satellite was successfully placed in an
elliptical transfer orbit, but orbit-raising
manoeuvres failed.

NVS-02 is part of the NavIC constellation
(second-generation satellites).

Key Findings of the Committee

The failure occurred because the signal to
activate a key valve in the oxidiser line did not
reach the engine.

Most probable reason: Loose or failed
electrical connection in both primary and
backup lines.

As a result, the engine could not fire for orbit
raising.

Importance for India
1. NavIC System

Indigenous regional navigation system.
Provides:
o Standard Positioning Service (SPS) -
civilian use.
o Restricted Service (RS) - encrypted for
strategic users.
Coverage: India and up to 1500 km beyond.
Reduces dependence on foreign systems like
GPS.

2. Strategic & Security Relevance

Critical for:

Defence operations.
Maritime domain awareness.
Disaster management.
Transportation & logistics.

O O O ©O

Corrective Measures Taken

Recommendations to enhance redundancy and
reliability of pyro systems.

Successfully implemented in CMS-03.

CMS-03 was launched by LVM-3 M5 (November
2025).

CMS-03 (GSAT-7R):

o ~4,400 kg.

o Strengthens Navy’s secure communications.

Static Linkages

PSLV - Primarily used for polar and Sun-
synchronous orbits.

GSLV - Used for Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit
missions.

LVM-3 - Heavy-lift launch vehicle.

India is a signatory to the Outer Space Treaty (1967).
Space sector functions under the Department of
Space (DoS).

Mains Dimensions

Indigenisation of critical technologies.

Strategic autonomy in space infrastructure.
Reliability challenges in high-technology missions.
Space as a component of internal security and blue
economy.

Public accountability and transparency in strategic
sectors.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Transparent disclosure of technical findings.

Quick implementation of corrective
recommendations.

Strengthening self-reliant navigation infrastructure.

Concerns

Failure in both primary and backup systems
indicates design-level vulnerability.
Successive mission issues may affect India’s
commercial launch credibility.

Need for stronger quality control mechanisms.

Way Forward

Independent mission assurance audits.
Strengthened vendor and supply-chain
certification.

Al-based predictive diagnostics.

Deeper private-sector quality benchmarking under
IN-SPACe.

Institutionalised post-mission transparency.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News
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religion alsa undermines, of b inimbcal to, the
dignity of individusals?

Om am ‘anti-exclusion test”

It is for this reason tha Justice Chandrachmd
propased an “antexclusion test™. In his
Sormulackon, this norm would allow for due
deference io be shown o each religious group to
determine for themsehves what doctrines and
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* |n 2018, the Supreme Court in Indian Young
Lawyers Association vs State of Kerala (2018)
allowed entry of women of all ages into
Sabarimala Temple.

* The judgment struck down the practice
excluding women aged 10-50 years.

e Several review petitions were filed.

* Anine-judge Constitution Bench is now
examining broader constitutional questions:

o Scope of Articles 25 & 26

o Validity of the Essential Religious Practices
(ERP) doctrine

o Balance between religious autonomy and
individual dignity

Core Constitutional Issues
e Whether Sabarimala devotees constitute a
religious denomination under Article 26.
e Whether exclusion of women violates:
o Article 14 - Equality before law
o Article 15(1) - Non-discrimination
o Article 25(1) - Freedom of religion
e Scope of Article 25(2)(b) — Social reform and
temple entry.
e Whether courts should determine what is an
“essential religious practice”.

Essential Religious Practices (ERP) Doctrine
e Origin: 1954 Shirur Mutt case (Commissioner,
Hindu Religious Endowments vs Sri
Lakshmindra Thirtha Swamiar).

e Courts decide whether a practice is essential
to religion.
e Criticism:
o Judiciary acts as theological authority.
o Inconsistent application.
o Difficult to reconcile with secularism.

Anti-Exclusion Test

e Focus shifts from “Is it essential?” to:

o “Does it violate dignity and equal
access?”

e |fa practice results in systematic exclusion
affecting dignity -» State/Court can
intervene.

* Grounded in constitutional morality and
transformative constitutionalism.

Static Constitutional Provisions Relevant

e Article 14 - Equality before law.

e Article 15(2) - Access to public spaces.

* Article 21 - Dignity jurisprudence.

e Article 25 - Freedom of religion (subject to
morality, health, public order, other FRs).

e Article 26 - Rights of religious
denominations.

e Basic Structure Doctrine — Secularism.

Critical Analysis
In Favour of 2018 Judgment
e Strengthens gender justice.
e Reinforces dignity as central constitutional
value.
e Expands scope of Article 25(2)(b) social
reform.
Concerns
e Judicial overreach in theological matters.
* Tension between group rights and individual
rights.
e Potential impact on denominational
autonomy.

Way Forward
* Develop a clear constitutional test
balancing:
o Religious autonomy
o Individual dignity
e Limitjudicial theological inquiry.
e Strengthen principle of constitutional
morality.
* Harmonise Articles 14, 25, and 26 through
proportionality analysis.



Unpackaging the myth of safe bottled water in India
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

Increasing dependence on packaged drinking
water in India due to declining trust in
municipal supply.

Recent Indian studies (Nagpur, Mumbai,
coastal Andhra Pradesh) detected
microplastics in all sampled bottled water
brands.

Growing concerns about chemical leaching
(antimony, phthalates, plasticisers) from PET
bottles under high temperature conditions.
Present regulatory framework under Food
Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI)
does not prescribe specific limits for
microplastics.

Raises issues of public health, environmental
sustainability, groundwater governance and
regulatory oversight.

Key Points

Microplastics: Plastic particles smaller than 5
mm.
Detected concentration in Indian studies: 72—
212 particles per litre (Nagpur study).
Bottled water is regulated by:
o Food Safety and Standards Authority of
India
o Standards earlier linked with Bureau of
Indian Standards
Plastic Waste Management Rules, 2016
(amended 2022):
o Ban on identified single-use plastics.
o Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR)
provisions.
Chemical leaching increases with:
o High temperature
o UV exposure
o Prolonged storage

Key Issues
1. Public Health Concerns

Microplastics may carry toxic additives and
pollutants.

Nanoplastics may cross biological barriers.
Long-term cumulative exposure not fully studied.

2. Regulatory Gaps

Standards focus on microbiological safety.

No routine testing for microplastics.

Weak enforcement in fragmented small bottling
units.

3. Environmental Dimension

India generates over 3 million tonnes of plastic waste
annually (CPCB).

Single-use PET bottles contribute significantly.
Plastic degrades into microplastics contaminating
water sources.

4. Groundwater Governance

Bottling units extract groundwater.

Links to aquifer depletion.

Raises concerns of common pool resource
exploitation.

Static Linkages

Article 21 - Right to life includes right to clean water
(SCinterpretation).

Article 47 - Duty of the State to improve public
health.

Environmental Protection Act, 1986.

Plastic Waste Management Rules, 2016.

Polluter Pays Principle.

Precautionary Principle.

SDG 6 - Clean Water and Sanitation.

SDG 12 - Responsible Consumption and Production.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Ensures microbiological safety in areas with poor
municipal supply.

Important during disasters and emergencies.
Standardised purification in organized sector.

Concerns

Invisible contaminants (microplastics, nanoplastics).
Cumulative chemical exposure unregulated.

Plastic waste crisis.

Weak monitoring and enforcement.

Trust deficit in public water systems.

Way Forward

Introduce mandatory microplastic testing standards.
Update FSSAI/BIS norms to include long-term
exposure assessment.

Strengthen enforcement of Plastic Waste
Management Rules.

Promote public water refill stations.

Improve municipal water quality monitoring and
transparency.

Encourage research on health impacts via
ICMR/CSIR.

Strengthen groundwater regulation of bottling units.
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A jab well done
Following up of adverse events after
immunisation is a must

ndia's move to introduce a natlonwide Hu-

man Papillomavirus (HPV) vaccination pro-

gramme, for girls aged 14, strikes a stridemt
note for science at a time when an anti-vaccina-
tion sentiment has perilously picked up favoura-
brle winds, globally. The impact of shunning vac-
cines is apparent in the United States where,
currently, a measles epidemic is making its way
across 26 States. The HPV vaccination will be
conducted exclusively at designated government
health facilities, and in the presence of rained
medical officers, supported by skilled health-care
teams equipped for post-vaccination observation
and management of adverse events following im-
munisation (AEFT). A single-dose vaccine, a regi-
men recommended by the World Health Organi-
zation, will be deployed. Adequate evidence
exists to show that almost all cases of cervical
cancer are caused by persistent infection with
high-risk types of HPV, particularly 16 and 18.
These two types together account for more than
80% of cervical cancer cases in India, Evidence
also points to the fact that cervical cancer is large-
Iy preventable through HPY vaccination and reg-
ular screening, and can be cured if detected early
and treated promptly, Globally, over 90 countries
are implementing single-dose HPV vaccination
schedules. Several countries have demonstrated
substantial reductions in HPV infection, pre-
cancerous lesions, and cervical cancer incidence
following widespread vaceination. Cervical can-
cer pemains a rare cancer where a vaccine has
proven to be of great preventive value.

The sheer burden of cervical cancer in India is
what makes this decision a critical life-saving in-
tervention: The South-East Asla Region (SEARO)
accounts for the second-highest cervical cancer
incident (new cases) and death rate among WHO
regions, with India contributing over 65% of the
burden. The second mMost COMIMON CANCET in wo-
men in Indla, it was estimated that the country
had 127,526 new cases and 79,906 deaths from
cervical cancer in 2022, National screening cover-
age remains alarmingly low, with only 1.9% of wo-
men aged 30-49 being tested. However, India's
dark past with an HPV vaccine trial cannot be for-
gotten. Seven girls who were part of a trial in
2009-10 in Andhra Pradesh and Gujarat died. An
ICMRE. investigation averred that the reasons
“were most probably unrelated to the vaccine.
However, the cause of death in all the cases can-
not be established with certainty”. It also flagged,
as a key concern, the need io identify and investi-
gate all AEF]. As the government embarks on this
exercise that could lead to many health gains, it
will do well 1o ensure a working cold chain w
store the vaccines, complete transparency, and
meticulous reporting of AEFI across the country.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context

e Government of India to introduce nationwide
HPV vaccination for girls aged 14 years.

e Single-dose schedule as recommended by
WHO (2022 update).

e Administered through designated government
health facilities with AEFI monitoring.

e Decision taken amid rising global vaccine
hesitancy.

* India bears the highest cervical cancer burden
in South-East Asia Region (SEARO).

Key Facts
e Causative Agent: Persistent infection with
high-risk HPV types, especially 16 and 18.
e Share of types 16 and 18 in India: More than
80% of cervical cancer cases.
e Burden in India (GLOBOCAN 2022):
o Approximately 1.27 lakh new cases
o Approximately 79,000 deaths
e Ranking: Second most common cancer among
Indian women.
e Screening Coverage (NFHS): Only about 1.9%
women (30-49 years) screened.

e Over 90 countries have adopted single-dose
schedule.

e Aligns with preventive health approach under
National Health Policy 2017.

Static Constitutional and Policy Linkages
e Article 21 - Right to life includes right to health
(Supreme Court interpretation).
* Article 47 (Directive Principles of State Policy)
- Duty of State to improve public health.
e Health - State List (Entry 6, Seventh Schedule).
e Universal Immunisation Programme (1985).
e WHO 90-70-90 Target (2030):
o 90% girls vaccinated by 15 years
o 70% women screened
o 90% treated

Critical Points
Significance
* Cost-effective preventive intervention.
e Reduces long-term cancer burden and
mortality.
e Strengthens women’s health and gender
equity.
e Supports SDG-3 (Good Health and Well-being).
Challenges
e Vaccine hesitancy (2009-10 HPV trial
controversy).
e Weak screening ecosystem.
* Cold chain and last-mile delivery issues.
* Need for robust AEFI monitoring and
transparency.

Way Forward

e Strengthen cold-chain under Universal
Immunisation Programme.

e Ensure transparent AEFI reporting system.

* |Integrate with school health programmes and
Health and Wellness Centres.

e Mass IEC campaigns to counter
misinformation.

e Scale up screening alongside vaccination.



Demagogue salesman

Donald Trump will need more than
words to alter the bitter ground realities

i his 2026 State of the Union address, U.S,

President Donald Trump chose o double

deown on the politics of his conservative sup-
port base by touting his second administration’s
achievements with regard to divisive, if not pola-
rising issues relating to immigration, the cost of
living, and foreign policy concerns including ta-
riffs and the prospect of war in the context of
Iran. The speech itself comes at a fraught mo-
ment for the Trump White House, days after the
U8, Supreme Court struck down its use of the In-
ternational Emergency Economic Powers Act (o
slam a broad swathe of trading partmers, includ-
ing India, with punitive tariffs. An apparently un-
daunted Mr, Trump repeated his earlier remarks
on social media hinting at disdain for the ruling,
when he described it during the speech as "un-
fortunate™ and argued, against evidence to the
contrary regarding the burgeoning public debe,
that the tariff revenues received by his govern:
ment were “saving” the U.S. Similarly, he neatly
avoided alluding to the two Americans killed in
ICE raids in Minneapolis or the agencys other
heavy-handed actions targeting “criminal aliens"
and “drug lords”. With regard to Iran, even
though Washingren has rapidly built up its force
posture across West Asla following Teheran's
crackdown on protesters, Mr. Trump appeared
1o be holding out hope for a mocdus vivendi when
he said, “My preference is 1o solve this problem
through diplomacy. But... T will never allow the
world's number one sponsor of terror, which
they are by far, to have a nuclear weapon.”

If Mr. Trump's remarks in Congress sounded
self-congratulatory, that might have been be
cause they echoed a well-rehearsed campaign
speech ahead of the critical mid-term elections.
While it is true that inflation has gradually come
down during Mr. Trump's second term, his de-
scription of the price trend as “plummeting”
might have appeared to some to be an exaggera-
tion, especially given that it was under his prede-
cessor Joe Blden that prices came off thelr nearky
9% peak in mid-2022 to 2.9% by the time Mr,
Trump entered the White House, leading to the
current rate of nearly 2.4%. More concemingly
for the White House and Republican lawmakers,
opinion polls suggest that most Americans are
disenchanted with the tariff policy and its cost-es-
calating pressure on the economy, with the de-
sign and implementation of the current immigra.
tion policy, and with the perceived involvenent
of Mr. Trump in the Epstein scandal. While an
upbeat address 10 a joint session of Congress
might galvanise the faithful, it will take more than
words 1o alter the biner ground realities faced by
the common people and they tend 10 express
their frusirations in this context at the ballog box.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

e |nthe 2026 State of the Union Address, U.S.
President Donald Trump defended his
administration’s policies on tariffs,
immigration enforcement, inflation and Iran.

* The speech followed a ruling by the Supreme
Court of the United States, which struck down
the administration’s use of the International
Emergency Economic Powers Act (IEEPA), 1977,
to impose wide-ranging tariffs on multiple
countries, including India.

* |nflation in the U.S. has declined from nearly
9% (mid-2022 peak) to around 2.4% in 2026.

* The U.S. has strengthened military deployment
in West Asia amid tensions with Iran while
indicating a preference for diplomatic
engagement.

* The address comes ahead of crucial mid-term
elections in the U.S.

Key Points
1. Tariffs and Trade Policy
e |EEPA permits the U.S. President to regulate
international commerce during a declared
national emergency.

* The Supreme Court ruling highlights
constitutional limits on executive emergency
powers.

e Tariffs may:

o Protect domestic industries
(protectionism)

o |ncrease consumer prices (cost-push
inflation)

o Trigger retaliatory trade measures

e Potential implications for India’s exports and
bilateral trade relations.

2. Inflation and Public Debt

* Inflation decline attributed to post-pandemic
normalization and monetary tightening.

* Debate over the role of tariff revenues in
addressing public debt.

e Protectionist policies affect:

o Supply chains

o Exchange rates

o Balance of Payments
3. Immigration Policy

* Intensified enforcement by Immigration and
Customs Enforcement (ICE).

* Immigration remains a politically polarizing
issue.

e Raises concerns regarding:

o Civil liberties

o Federal-state relations

o Executive accountability
4. Iran and West Asia

e U.S. reiterates that Iran must not acquire
nuclear weapons.

e Continued sanctions and strategic deterrence
posture.

e Implications for:

o Global energy markets
o Maritime security (Strait of Hormuz)
o India’s energy security

Static Linkages

e Separation of Powers - Executive actions
subject to judicial review.

e Judicial Review - Core principle of
constitutional governance.

* Protectionism vs Free Trade — Theory of
Comparative Advantage (David Ricardo).

e Types of Inflation - Demand-pull and Cost-
push.

e Public Debt sustainability and fiscal deficit.

* Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT).

e Energy security and geopolitical risks in West
Asia.



Critical Analysis
Advantages

Protection of domestic manufacturing sectors.
Political consolidation ahead of elections.
Strong deterrence posture toward Iran.

Concerns

Judicial rebuke indicates institutional friction.
Tariffs may increase inflation and hurt
consumers.

Risk of trade retaliation and global supply
chain disruption.

Escalation in West Asia may increase crude oil
prices, affecting India.

Immigration enforcement may raise ethical
and human rights concerns.

Implications for India

Potential tariff impact on Indian exports.
Concerns for skilled migration and IT sector.
Oil price volatility affecting fiscal stability.
Need for strategic balancing in West Asia

policy.

Way Forward

Strengthen multilateral trade mechanisms
through WTO reforms.

Diversify export markets and enhance
domestic manufacturing competitiveness.
Build and maintain strategic petroleum
reserves.

Promote diplomatic resolution of West Asia
tensions.

Support rule-based international economic
order.




The space between us—and
howtobridgeit

LEASE, MIND the gap.” Whenever | hearthis an-
DIOUTERTERL i U Metno, it brings mea moment of
pause, | hawe seen [t writtenon the back of trucks and

— ey vehickes: Kripaya doorik (Pl
makntaln distance).

Ira thie case of vehicular iraflie, these wamnings stamd vindi-

catod Ifyoudon't mindthe gap, you may endup payinga heavy
RoopaLt price. But thereare other areas inwhichwe cling to the waming.

SINHA “Mind the gap” ks cotrenchied In us when it comes to soclal hice-

archy — “apnd cickat mei Faho (3 inyour lanel”, we keep ne-
mindingesch other, making sare that the distance of caste, chass.
and gender b never bridged.
The ondy place where people never seem to mind the gap s
wiernif coenis to ot anitudetowoemen. Thivy foel entitbedioodlie
advice for what they believebs the “benefl™ i women. From gow-
ernmentsteling woeen whothey miy or many notlove, 1o.courts
advising prudence and clroumspection ndeakingwith panners
efore masriage, worsen areat the receiving end ol well-meaning
patronage atall palts of time,

The reaction is often revealing when the tables are fumed.

Marry menfocl like itis an atackon thedrentitlement ifthey hear

WA astert her rights or push back. But why men alone? It i

theway of most poweroquations — between teacher and student,

Blue-collarworkerand employes, andibe list goeson. “Mind the

. gap,Inthat sensse, sreally about three entities Two people, and

theechasm betweenthem. Neitherwoubd esdsywithout the other.

INGOOD The gap s essential to recognise thie individuality of, and the re-
. latiorzship between, thetwo,

falth “Whatcan we doto erase thislistinction, cspeciallyin awosid

inwhich inedquality i nosmalised and othering B routine? Gos-

waml T “Jakd ekl bhwreama faist, prabluemucrat deid

T Tt — U workd, and the people in it, appear to us through
Perhaps what  the prism ofourown Inner conditioning. It s a difficult pagh be-
weneedisnot  couse indemanes that we exarmine the lacunse that shape our
toohsessively prchudices, It pushes wstoask whether the distances we defend

- areboundariesor bisses. Imaginedtbs, thegapis a space foren-
mindevery  paemens Betweenthetraln andthe plation, t sasliverofrisk
gap.nordeny  batalsoa ks Witheait Ut
its existence, small gap, there would not be any step forward,

but to ra L, hosd, i B me difTerent. Perhaps whal we peed iS nol 1o

obsessively mind every gap. nor deny is existence, but iotmans-
"Wfﬂmo‘" farm oer relationshipwith it. To see the gag &s an oppostunity
relationship  toexamine why itexisis and whomit serves, Thereare gaps thak
withit. Tosee  Protect, ethers that exclude. We rseed 1o be able Lodiseern one

itasan from the other. .

The philesopihical culmination of “nind the gap” lis inat-
opportunity  yention and empathy: Be conscious of the distance you main-
toexamine L, the distance you impode, and the distance you ane afraid
why it exists oorossand ask yoursehveswing The Metmo annesuncement may
ndwhom e about physieal safary, but it eould also be an unintended
““ metaphor for ethical living.

The weiter ks a Dol baged teacher

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context

A recent opinion piece used the metaphor
“Mind the Gap” to highlight entrenched social
hierarchies in India, especially caste, class, and
gender divisions.
The discussion is relevant amid:
o Ongoing debates on women’s autonomy in
marriage and relationships.
o Judicial emphasis on constitutional
morality over social morality.
o Persistent concerns regarding caste
discrimination, gender inequality, and
power asymmetry.

Key Points

Article 14 - Equality before law and equal
protection of laws.

Article 15(1) - Prohibits discrimination on
grounds of religion, race, caste, sex, place of
birth.

Article 15(3) - Permits special provisions for
women and children.

Article 17 - Abolition of untouchability.
Article 21 - Protection of life and personal
liberty (includes dignity, privacy, autonomy).
Preamble - Justice, Liberty, Equality, and
Fraternity assuring dignity of the individual.
Constitutional Morality - A judicially evolved
doctrine requiring adherence to constitutional
values over societal prejudices.

Static Concepts to Revise

Difference between social morality and
constitutional morality.

Role of judiciary in protecting Fundamental
Rights.

Fraternity as a constitutional value.
Intersectionality (caste, gender, and class
disadvantages).

Attitude, prejudice, and empathy (Ethics
syllabus).

Critical Analysis
Issues

Persistence of caste-based exclusion and
honour crimes.

Patriarchal control over women’s choices.
Gap between constitutional guarantees and
ground realities.

Majoritarian morality influencing institutional
decisions.

Significance

Ensures dignity and autonomy of individuals.
Promotes substantive equality, not merely
formal equality.

Strengthens democratic ethos through
fraternity.

Way Forward

Promote constitutional literacy and civic
education.

Ensure strict enforcement of laws protecting
women and marginalized groups.
Institutionalize gender sensitization
mechanisms.

Increase representation of vulnerable groups
in governance.

Encourage ethical public discourse rooted in
empathy and constitutional values.



