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Centre []I[VEils pO]icy to tackle terror thl‘eats 5. Terror Financing & Logistics

Criminalisation of all terrorist acts.

PRAHAAR states that India faces terrorist threats on all three fromts — water, land and air: capadities have been developed o protect critical sectors of the econony, it adds:
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context
* The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has

released India’s first comprehensive National
Counter Terrorism Policy and Strategy titled
PRAHAAR.

It follows recent terror incidents including the
April 2025 Pahalgam attack and growing
concerns over cross-border terrorism and
cyber threats.

The policy aims to create a standardised anti-
terror framework across States.

Key Highlights
1. Nature of Threats ldentified

Cross-border sponsored terrorism.

Global terror groups (e.g., al-Qaeda, IS).
Cyber-attacks by nation-states and criminal
hackers.

Drone-enabled attacks in border states.
Terror use of encryption, dark web,
cryptocurrency.

Risk of misuse of CBRNED (Chemical,
Biological, Radiological, Nuclear, Explosive,
Digital) materials.

2. Protection of Critical Infrastructure
Focus on safeguarding:

Power and energy sector

Railways and aviation

Ports and maritime assets
Defence, space and atomic energy

3. Institutional Measures

Uniform anti-terror structure across States.
Standardised operating procedures (SOPs).
Legal experts to be involved at every stage of
investigation.

Strengthening coordination between Central
and State agencies.

4. Counter-Radicalisation Strategy

Engagement with religious leaders and NGOs.
Preventing recruitment of youth by extremist
organisations.

(Seventh Schedule).

e Criminal Law & Procedure — Concurrent List.

e Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA),
1967 - Primary anti-terror law.

National Investigation Agency Act, 2008 -
Central agency for terror offences.

2nd ARC Report on Combating Terrorism -
Recommended institutional reforms including
NCTC.

* FATF framework on terror financing.

Critical Analysis
Prelims
e UAPA, NIA Act, Constitutional provisions (Art.
355, Seventh Schedule)
Significance
e First formal national doctrine integrating
cyber, drone and CBRN threats.
* Moves towards standardised national
response.
* Recognises evolving technology-enabled
terrorism.
Challenges
e Federal concerns due to policing being a State
subject.
¢ Balancing national security with civil liberties
(Articles 14, 19, 21).
e Capacity gaps in cyber-forensics at State level.
e Coordination issues among multiple
intelligence agencies.

Way Forward

e Strengthen intelligence-sharing platforms
(MAC, NATGRID).

e Improve cyber forensic and Al-based
surveillance capacity.

e Judicial safeguards to prevent misuse of anti-
terror laws.

e Enhance international cooperation against
terror financing.

¢ |nstitutionalise community-based de-
radicalisation programs.



Tragic incidents & health official collecting 2 blood samgple froma
persan whe consumed milk supgicd by the vendor, /11

‘Adulterated milk’
claims four lives in
Andhra Pradesh

T. Appala Naidu
RAJAMAHENDRAVARAM

Four elderly persons have
died from acute renal fai-
lure after consuming adul-
terated milk in Rajamahen-
dravaram City in Andhra
Pradesh, the East Godavari
district administration said
on Monday.

Officlals said 12 people,
including the dead, had ta-
ken il after consuming the
milk. Eight victims are suf.
fering from anuria (ab-
sence of uring), and are un-
dergoing  treatment  and
dialysis. Three of them are
children aged below four
and are critical, =aid
doctors,

The deceased have been
identified as N. Seshagiri-
rao, 72, Radha Krishna
Murthy, 74, Thadi Krishna-
veni, 76, and Thadi Rama-
n, 58.

East Godavari District
Collector Kirthi  Chekuri
said the victims consumed
milk supplied by the same
vendor, Addala Ganeswara
Rao. The vendor, who pro-
cured milk from 46 dairy
farmers and supplied w
106 families, has been
detained.

“All the 12 persons are
from Swaroop Nagar and
Chowdeswari Nagar arcas

“People in the age group
of 5070 and those below
fivie: Yers are Profme (o ani-
ria. A State-level expert
team has collected blood
samples from 73 families
who consumed milk sup-
plied by the vendor. The
samples have been sent to
the forensic laboratory for
tests,” she sabd, Experts
have also collected the fod-
der given to the cattle for
tests, she said.

Superintendent of Pol
ice D Narasimha Kishore
said post-mortem reports,
which are awaited, will es-
tablish the reasons that
caused anuria and acute
renal  failure  in  the
deceased.

Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu announced an ex
gratia of 210 lakh each for
the famnilies of the dead. He
informed the Assembly
that samples  collected
from the victims have been
senit for detailed analysts,

Former Chief Minister Y.
5. Jagan Mohan Reddy al-
leged that negligence in en-
forcing food safety norms
has endangered public
lives and demanded surict
action against those res-
ponsible for the deaths, He
urged the Health Depart-
ment 0 ensure compre:

of Rajamahendravaram,” hensive medical care for
Ms. Kirthi said. those unwell.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

* Four elderly persons died due to acute renal
failure after consuming allegedly adulterated
milk in Rajamahendravaram, East Godavari
district, Andhra Pradesh.

e 12 persons fell ill; 8 suffering from anuria
(absence of urine) and undergoing dialysis.

e Three children below four years are critical.

* Milk was supplied by a local vendor procuring
from 46 dairy farmers and supplying to 106
families.

e Samples sent for forensic testing.

e %10 lakh ex gratia announced by State
government.

* Raises concerns regarding food safety
enforcement and public health governance.

Key Exam-Relevant Points
e Anuria: Absence of urine output due to kidney
failure; can result from toxic exposure.
e Possible adulterants in milk:
o Urea
o Detergents
o Heavy metals
o Pesticide residues

e FSSAIl National Milk Safety Survey (2018):
o ~7% samples unsafe
(contamination/adulteration).
* Food safety governed under:
o Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006
o Regulated by Food Safety and Standards
Authority of India (FSSAI)
¢ Food adulteration is punishable with
imprisonment and fine under FSS Act.

Static Linkages

e Article 21 - Right to life (includes right to
health — SC interpretation).

e Article 47 - Duty of State to improve public
health.

e Adulteration of foodstuffs — Concurrent List
(Seventh Schedule).

* National Health Mission (NHM).

* Integrated Disease Surveillance Programme
(IDSP).

e Consumer Protection Act, 2019 (Product
liability).

Critical Analysis
Governance Issues
* Weak enforcement at district level.
* |nadequate food testing infrastructure.
e Informal dairy supply chains difficult to
regulate.
Public Health Concerns
e Vulnerable groups (elderly, children)
disproportionately affected.
* Need for early detection and toxic
surveillance.
Administrative & Ethical Concerns
e Accountability of food safety officers.
e Criminal negligence vs systemic failure.
e Duty of State under welfare framework.

Way Forward

e Strengthen district-level food testing labs.

e Periodic mandatory testing of milk supply
chains.

» Digital traceability in dairy procurement.

* Public awareness on milk adulteration
detection kits.

e Strict enforcement under FSS Act.

* Integrate food poisoning alerts with IDSP.



Interfaith marriages not
prohibited under new
U.P. conversion law: HC

Allahabad HC orders police protection for 12 interfaith live-in couples, tells respondents to
refrain from interfering with their private life; State argued that the relationships were unlawful

Ishita Mishra
NEW DELHI

tating that no one

among the 12 inter-

faith live-in pariners
Tave converted from hisf
her religion and hence do
o attract penalty under
the anti-conversion law, the
Allahabad High Court on
Monday allowed police pro-
tection to the couples and
asked the Uttar Pradesh go-
vernment and private res-

nits to refrain from in-
terfering with their life,
liberty and privacy.

A Bench led by Justice Vi-
vek Kumar Singh was hear-
ing a batch of 12 writ peti-
tions involving seven cases
where Musdim women wire
Iivimg with Hindu men and
five cases where Hindu wo-
men were living with Mus-
Him men. The judge ob-
served that the court did
not view the petitioners
through the lens of religion
bait as adults who had vo-
luntarily chosen o live to-
pether peacefully for a con-

“It is the bounden duty

the court observed that the
anti-=conversion law applics
only when there Is an ac-
wal conversion from one
religion to another through
misrepresentation, force,
coercion, undue influence,
allurement, fraud, or

through marriage or a rela-

@l tionship in the nature of

‘The HC sald 1 does mot view the petitioners through the lens of
religion but a4 sdults whe have chasen ta live together. FLEMIOTS

of the state as per the Cons
stitutional obligations cast
upon it 1w protect the life
and liberty of every citizen.
Right to human life is to be
treated on misch  higher
pedestal, regardless of a ci-
tizen's religious belief. The
mere fact that the petition:
ers are living in an inter-
faith relationship would not
deprive them of their fun-
damental right as envis-
aged in the Constitution of
India, being citizens of In-
dia. No diserimination can
be made on the basis of
caste, creed, sex or reli-

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context

gion,” the court said.
The State government,
however, argued thar the
had failed to comp-
ly with Sections 8 and 9 of
the Uttar Pradesh Prohibi-
ton of Unlawful Conver-
shon of Religion Act, 2021,
as no application for reli-
gious conversion had been
submitted since the law
came into force in Novemn-
ber 2020, The State further
contended that their rela-
tomship was unlswiful and
therefore not entitled 1o
protection under the Act.
Rejecting this argument,

marrkage. 1t noted that even
inverfaith marriages are not
prohibited under the Act.

‘Freedom of choice'

“This court fails to under-
stand that if the Lyw permits
two persons even of the
same sex 1o live wogether
peacefully, then neither
any individual nor a family
nor even the state can have
objection to hetenosexual
relstonship of two major
individuals who out of thelr
own free will are living to-
gether,” the Bench said.

It said 1o disregard the
choiioe of a person whois of
the age of majority would
not ondy be antithétical to
the freedom of cholee of a
grown-up individal bur al-
s0 be a threat to the con-
cept of unity in diversity.

* The Allahabad High Court granted police

protection to 12 interfaith live-in couples in

Uttar Pradesh.
e The Court held that since no religious

conversion had taken place, provisions of the

Uttar Pradesh Prohibition of Unlawful

Conversion of Religion Act, 2021 were not

attracted.
* The State argued non-compliance with

procedural provisions (Sections 8 & 9), but the
Court rejected this.

e The Bench emphasized protection of life,
liberty, privacy, and freedom of choice of
consenting adults.

Key Takeaways
e Live-in relationships between consenting
adults are not illegal.
e Anti-conversion laws apply only when:
o There is actual conversion, and
o Itisinduced by force, fraud, coercion,

misrepresentation, undue influence, or
allurement.

* |nterfaith marriage or relationship per se is not
prohibited.

e State has a constitutional obligation to protect
life and liberty.

¢ Fundamental Rights cannot be denied on the
basis of religion.

Static Constitutional Provisions

Article 14 - Equality before law.

Article 15 - Prohibition of discrimination.
Article 19 - Freedom of expression and
movement.

Article 21 - Right to life and personal liberty
(expanded interpretation).

Article 25 - Freedom of conscience and
religion.

Judicial precedents:

o Rev. Stanislaus v. State of MP (1977) - No
fundamental right to convert another
person.

o Justice K.S. Puttaswamy (2017) - Right to
privacy under Article 21.

o Recognition of live-in relationships under
judicial interpretation.

Critical Dimensions
Constitutional Angle

Balance between Article 25 (religion) and
Article 21 (personal liberty).
Constitutional morality vs social morality.
Scope of State’s regulatory power.

Governance Issues

Risk of misuse of anti-conversion laws.
Need for clarity in procedural provisions.
Protection mechanisms for vulnerable
couples.

Way Forward

Ensure anti-conversion laws are narrowly
tailored.

Prevent misuse through clear administrative
guidelines.

Strengthen police sensitization on
Fundamental Rights.

Promote constitutional awareness among
citizens.



WhatsApp tells SC it does

not share data with Meta

Will fully comply with National Company Law Appellate Tribunal directions on user consent for
sharing data with parent company. it savs as both challenge imposition of penalty of T203.14 crore

NEW DELI

he instam messag-
Tir:g platform What-

sApp maintained in
the Supreme Court on
Monday that it was not
“opuite right” 10 5y the on-
lime entiy was sharing data
with other Meta platforms.

Appearing  before  a
three-judge Bench headed
by Chief Justice of India Su-
rya Kant, senior advocate
Bapil Sibal, for WhatsApp
and s parent company,
Meta, said its technology
was very clear and put a
premlum  on  privacy.
“There is no question of
violating the kw,™ Mr. Sibal
submined.

He gald the Digital Per-
sonal  Data  Protection
(DPDF) Act, 2023, compre-
henstvely  addressed the
privacy concerns raised in
the Supreme Court.

Thi cowrt was hearing
petitions filed by Meta and
WhatsApp against a Na:
tional Company Law Ap-
pellate Tribunal (NCLAT)
decision 1o uphold a
N3 W-crore penalty im-
posed by the Competithon
Commission of India (CC1),

The COC1 had found
WhatsApp's  “tale-it-or
leave-it™ approach in its

Privacy message
Whansdpe submsits its varw Delore 5C en
uzer consent and sharing of data with Meta

[RICTTET TRy KEY ALLEGATION
wCCl found
Whatthpgs 102 peivasy
policy 3 Lakos-if-gr-leave-it” practice

chaliengs NCLAT
order upholding
EILE 14-crone penal
ty impased by CCI
Ll Brii fegen
L1 findings on
Whatslop's JZL

DEFERDIMG STATEMENTS

= WhatsApp denies
improper sharing.
cites encryption
and DPDP Act

200 privacy policy an
abuge of its marked domi-
nance. It found the prior
congent sought from users
1o share thedr data with Me-
2 “manufactured®. It had
conchuded that users were
forced to share data for
continued access 1o What-
SApP messaging services.

In an appeal last year,
the NCLAT concluded that
ithe “core principle is to re-
move exploitation by res-
ftoring user chaice™,

“The: users can be given
choboe |f users retain the
right v decide what data ks
collected from them, for
which purposes, and for
T bong. We had also stat:

= Compasy says it
will fellow NCLAT
direction by
March 16, 2006

 Rrgulatce Laid users wene foroed to share
data with Meta o keep using the app

= Tribwunal siressed user chosoe and
consen fof non-eiteniial datsue

= CClargued the

e B invsbars
compatition law and
oAU protection

ed in our findings that any
nan-essential collection or
cross-use (ke advemnising
el can oceur only with
the concermned users ex-
press and revocable con-
sent,” the NCLAT had
observed,

On Monday, WhatsApp
waid it would fully comply
with the NCLAT directions
relating to user consent for
sharing data with Meta un-
dler its controversial 2021
privacy policy by March 16,
2026, The tribunal had,
however, found the CCI's
fiveyear ban on sharing
data  for advertisement

“redundant®,
consddering that the user

had already been given a
choice to.opt in or out,
WhatsApp has fled a
comprehensive  affubavit
explaining its technology
of end-to-end encryption,
following scathing oral re-
marks from the Bench in
the previous hearing on

voned that it would not
permit the platform and
Meta to breach the right 1o
privacy of millions of their
“silent consumers” in In-
dia through the sharing
and commercial exploita:
tion of personal data. It
had even compared shar-
ing of private data oa “de-
cent way of committing
thefi™. Though Whasapp
and Meta had protested
that users could “opr out™
of the data-sharing provi-
sion, the court had persist-
el in its criticism.

Senior advocate Madha-
wi Goradia Divan, for CCI,
said there was also a com:-
petition law concem at-
tached to the case.

“Data-sharing has many
Facets. One may be privacy
and data protection. But
there |s another aspect,

ecting market and con-
sumer, which stands on a
totally different footing.”
M. Divan submitted.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

e Competition Commission of India (CCl)
imposed a ¥213.14 crore penalty on WhatsApp
for abuse of dominant position regarding its
2021 privacy policy.

* The penalty was upheld by the National
Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT).

e WhatsApp and its parent company Meta
challenged the decision before the Supreme
Court of India.

* WhatsApp argued that concerns are addressed
under the Digital Personal Data Protection Act
(DPDP Act, 2023).

* The Supreme Court cautioned against breach
of privacy and commercial exploitation of user
data.

Key Points
e CCl's Finding:
o Abuse of dominant position under Section
4 of the Competition Act, 2002.
o “Take-it-or-leave-it” consent mechanism.
o Users allegedly compelled to share data
with Meta for continued service access.
e NCLAT Observations:
o Core principle: restore user choice.
o Non-essential data sharing must require
express and revocable consent.
o Five-year advertisement data-sharing ban
termed redundant due to opt-in/opt-out
provision.

* WhatsApp’s Argument:

o End-to-end encryption protects private
messages.

o No unlawful sharing of message content.

o DPDP Act provides comprehensive
statutory framework for privacy protection.

Competition Concern:

o Data accumulation strengthens network
effects and market dominance.

o Privacy law and competition law address
distinct but overlapping concerns.

Static Linkages

Article 21 - Right to Life and Personal Liberty.
Justice K.S. Puttaswamy v. Union of India
(2017) - Right to Privacy recognised as
Fundamental Right.

Doctrine of Proportionality.

Competition Act, 2002 - Abuse of Dominance
(Section 4).

Role of statutory and quasi-judicial bodies.
Data as an economic resource in digital
markets.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Strengthens user autonomy and informed
consent.

Recognises data concentration as a source of
market power.

Promotes accountability in dominant digital
platforms.

Aligns digital governance with constitutional
privacy principles.

Concerns

Potential regulatory overlap between DPDP
Act and Competition Act.

Compliance burden on digital platforms.
Jurisdictional issues in cross-border data
flows.

Difficulty in defining “essential” versus “non-
essential” data.

Way Forward

Institutional coordination between CCl and
Data Protection Board.

Clear guidelines on consent architecture and
data minimisation.

Periodic digital market audits.

Strengthening user awareness and digital
literacy.

Balanced regulatory approach to protect
innovation and fundamental rights.



The quiet crisis of adolescent mental health in India
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Context of the News
* Therecent deaths of three adolescent girls in
Ghaziabad (Uttar Pradesh) brought national
attention to child and adolescent mental

Organiestion bsuod peidclines and had costioned
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health vulnerabilities.

* Theincident reflects a broader rise in anxiety,
depression, ADHD, and digital addiction among

young people.

e Economic Survey 2025-26 highlighted growing
mental health challenges linked to excessive
social media and screen exposure.

* India faces a significant shortage of trained
child and adolescent mental health

professionals.

Key Facts & Data

* National Mental Health Survey (MoHFW):
o 7-10% of adolescents suffer from

diagnosable mental disorders.

o 5-7% of school-aged children have ADHD.
e |ndia has <10,000 psychiatrists for 1.4+ billion
population; very few specialize in child

psychiatry.

e WHO (2019) guidelines cautioned against

excessive screen time in children.

¢ Tele-MANAS launched under National Tele
Mental Health Programme to expand access.

e Public health is a State subject (List II, Seventh
Schedule).

* Mental Healthcare Act, 2017 recognizes the
right to access mental healthcare services.

Static Linkages

Early childhood = period of high
neuroplasticity.

Article 21 - Right to life includes dignity and
mental wellbeing.

Article 47 - Duty of State to improve public
health.

Human capital formation depends on health
and education.

Preventive healthcare reduces long-term fiscal
burden.

Social stigma affects access to healthcare.

. Critical Issues

Structural Gaps

Acute shortage of mental health professionals.
Weak school-based emotional support
systems.

Academic-centric education culture.

Poor referral mechanisms.

Digital Concerns

Excessive screen time - sleep disturbance,
poor attention, emotional dysregulation.
Internet addiction emerging as behavioural
disorder.

Cyberbullying and social comparison
pressures.

Governance Challenges

Fragmented implementation of NMHP.
Urban-rural access disparity.

Budgetary constraints.

Social stigma delaying early intervention.

Way Forward

Institutionalize school-based mental health
screening.

Mandatory training for teachers and frontline
workers.

Strengthen NMHP and integrate with
Ayushman Bharat Health & Wellness Centres.
Expand Tele-MANAS to rural and underserved
areas.

Develop clear digital usage guidelines in
schools.

Increase funding and seats in child psychiatry
training.

Promote parent and peer-support networks.
Behavioural change campaigns to reduce
stigma.



India’s energy shift through the green ammonia route

1 the insugural session of the India Enengy

Weeek (IEW), in January 2026, Prime

Mindster Nasencdra Modi positioned India’s
amhitions 3t the centrestage of the glabal enengy

Pawan Mulukutla

in Exeguthee Program
Diewctor - Integrated

n August 2025, and offered 2 10-year, fixed-price
offtake sgreements 1o successful bidders. This
clarity in prrice and offtake provided producers
with the market cunakmymulrtd for

ol the total ammonia being insported, offering
price predictability and greater insulation from
ghotial gas market vodasility, currency risks and
peapolitical pressures. In locations where grey

discourse, g imvestment opportunities Tranaport, Clean Kr “The auctions estab ammmnia costs are higher, green ammonia
worth $500 billion acrass the sector, As India and Mydragen breaktbrough in cost-competitive green ammonia | procusement increases its appeal for scale-up,
ralied ite amibition from energy security to energy | 000 nda procunenent, setting new gobal benchmarks,
independence, the affordabilicy of chean energy almost 40%-50% hess than the prices from the Propelling the momentum
such as green hydrogen and its derpeatives is Anuraag H2Global auction i is i i
crithcal to the long-term cc i India’s - The tender process faced mubkiple extensions pe workdwide, owing to its
energy transition. Hut from fertilizers to clean Is Program Lead and revisions, primarily 1o resolve concerns: combination of low renewable energy costs,
energy and marine fusel, thene are mow goeen Hoprdro anound risk allocation, payment security, and Rarge-scabe bagistics, rdnﬂrmmdestrland
ammonia applications which are wide-ranging. W Indis clarity on offtake ar raksed
Green ammonia = produced by combining by both pm’mdmlom andtﬂhlnus. These rellahlcdemmwnla lmpmslotie(m:sc
nitrogen with green hydrogen - is currently Sneha Malotra refinements successfully ad industry, power and transpart, India’s successful
Mmmmwlmofwh}m with hdnumabmmedwmml‘mmwkrorau nucmnwdclumllplmdlosrnmmrg
s strategic adoption advanced across negions & Pragram Acackeiy stakeholders. phobal T
smhas:rnmmmnumnmmlhmd “mfb"‘_“:" In this ssction, seven bidders secuned 2 total of | arscake.
South Korea, Technolog 13 delivery cantracts for green amaonia, Nogably, Fowever, sustaining the momentam created

Aggregated procurement mechanizms sre 2t WRI india b COMPATYY Wom Six comracts for 3,70,000 by India's green ammonks auctions will require
siamnglubylbe foundation for a ghobal green tomnes,year, These contracts include production | coordinated and sustained action from
ammonla market. Some noseworthy examples subsidies of 15.62 a kilogramme, 7.06a kg, and  policymakers, project developers and financhers.
include H2Global's tender of green ammonia H»:!al-a Ihﬂnﬁmﬂlmsnrsandalﬂm lmwlmmmmmmw&md
under the EU's lydrogen import strategy, South tilizer el diligence, integrate bybrid
Karea's Clean Hydrogen Portiolio Standard canfactuness in Indie renewable systens with storage, and adopt
(CHPS) tender for dean ammonia procurement The discovered prices of green ammonia |mnspe:ennmnhomgiramwks o engure
a2 bulk fusel, and the recent tender cancuded across thess terndders range from 349,78 and i vizhility. %, in
mmmmmmnmmmwn 26474/ kg (5572 and $744 2 tonme). In India, the |um needlnptwuesuhlemdhmmm
under the tions for Green Wmhwktlﬂshthassslhtmm rtsﬂaﬂ'lomonm‘hdmhnlﬂuand

n Trarsition :S[Glmpmpammed s ngthening salety dard
India’s National Green Hydrogen Mission. e ammaonia, wumﬂudb;lomlm‘n andallmlru m-u'ﬁcaum frameworks with
contracts, the cost gap has si aabvir

Green ammonia auction The country’s n [nﬂﬁ tenor, blmdt‘dfmam facilities, backed
Compared 1o these global procurement practices,  green ammonia by extended offtake agreements and dedicatid
India’s green ammania muction under SECH auction model Om delivery and transportation tigation instruments, Gﬂ ﬁlnhrrmhm
demanstrates broader market participation, has the Nmmnmmum‘:rfm.tdsiﬂamunnh project ol and e
atracting 15 bidders and resuliing in seven " o nts, s most Together, masumsca.nmm o nvestor
unigue successful mwardees. Under the SIGHT r::;:gl:h-l "" Al g‘bhﬂr plants where um . and Iy
programme, SECI floated a tender in June 2024 ro ,m,"l' . dqhudanlwaudwmﬂdmmabllm position india not just 252 pank‘lpﬂmhualsoas
fior an aggregated demand of up bo 724,000 for f green ammonia through a gobal leader in chean ammonia
tomnes of groen ammonia annually across 13 l‘|='ﬂll ETETRY SWI'IEISMILTII: contracted volumes of

fertilizer plants in India. Th

The virun expreard arr prronal

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

At India Energy Week (January 2026), Prime
Minister Narendra Modi highlighted $500
billion investment opportunities in India’s
energy sector.

Under the National Green Hydrogen Mission
(2023), the Solar Energy Corporation of India
(SECI) conducted a green ammonia tender
under the SIGHT Programme.

Aggregated demand: 7.24 lakh tonnes per
annum across 13 fertiliser plants.

10-year fixed-price offtake agreements signed
(auction concluded in 2025).

Prices discovered were 40-50% lower than
comparable global benchmarks.

Key Points

Green Ammonia: Produced by combining
nitrogen (from air) with green hydrogen
(hydrogen produced via electrolysis using
renewable energy).

Used in: Fertilisers (urea), shipping fuel, power
generation, hydrogen carrier.

Discovered prices: ¥49.75-364.74/kg ($572-
$744/tonne).

Grey ammonia (gas-based) price: ~$515/tonne.

Production-linked incentive support: ¥8.82/kg
- 3¥7.06/kg - ¥5.3/kg (declining support for
initial years).

Replaces ~30% of India’s imported ammonia.
Linked to India’s target of 500 GW non-fossil
capacity by 2030 and Net Zero by 2070.

Static Linkages

Electrolysis process (NCERT Chemistry —
Electrochemistry).

Ammonia (NHs) production via Haber-Bosch
process (Industrial chemistry).

Fertiliser subsidy burden (Economic Survey).
Energy security and import dependence (~85%
crude oil imports).

Updated NDC commitments (UNFCCC
submission, 2022).

Renewable energy expansion under MNRE
schemes.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Enhances energy independence.

Reduces natural gas import vulnerability.
Provides long-term price certainty via 10-year
contracts.

Positions India as potential global export hub.
Aggregated procurement reduces cost through
economies of scale.

Challenges

High capital cost of electrolysers.
Renewable intermittency & storage gaps.
Water availability issues for electrolysis.
Need for global certification alignment.
Risk of subsidy-driven market distortion.

Way Forward

Strengthen domestic electrolyser
manufacturing (PLI alignment).

Develop green hydrogen/ammonia hubs near
renewable clusters.

Improve port and shipping infrastructure.
Promote blended finance & risk mitigation
instruments.

Harmonise standards with EU and global
markets.



Al for all

The Al Impact Summit was a sign of
things to come in India

he attendance at the Al lmpact Summit,
T in New Delhi, showed an extreme enthu-
siasm for Artificial Intelligence (Al) tech-
nologies by digitally connected Indians, While
statistics shaned by Al firms have frequently cited
Iniclia as the biggest user base outside the US., the
crowds over the week were the biggest indicator
of just how keen many Indians are to adopt this
techrobogy. At its core, the summit was a contin-
vation of a series of annual multilateral discus-
sions on Al and 89 countries have signed a decla-
ration laying out a voluntary set of commitments
to share knowledge on Al democratisation. The
summii's confexi comes with foreboding chal-
lenges for India: namely, deploying and diffusing
atechnology whose capital and infrastructure re-
side abroad, and finding a place in the global Al
ecosystem that will place Indians well in the eeo-
nomic transformations that this technology's
adoption promises. India's data centre capacity is
growing healthily, but the Al moment calls for
further momentum, & dificult ask when the costs
of graphics processing units (GPUs) driving Al
push up the cost of domestic deployment so
much, nat to mention the additional electrical ca-
pacity that must be built. A national strategy that
relies overwhelmingly on becoming a hub for the
deployment of models, with less emphasis on
their training and finetuning, could pose risks; af-
ter all, with fewer labour costs, the advantage
that India has will be smaller than in the ITeS era.
Om the international cooperation front, it is
disappointing that India has so eagerly enabled
the U.5.'s hands-off impulses for Al This Is a tech-
nology with enormous scope for coonomic and
social disruption. Countries must use the annuwal
Al forum to collectively build tools and safety
standards that can exercise actual leverage over
how LLMs diffuse throughout society. Leader-
ship of the Global Seuth entails empowering
countries that are individually vulnerable to col-
lateral damage in an era of great power rivalries.
Al is increasingly defining that era more and
more acutely, Consensus at all costs is not the ap-
propriate approach. As a country of enthusiastic
Al adopters, India has the leverage and capacity
o articulate an optimistic but prudent way for-
ward for Al governance, and the summit declara-
tion showed no signs of this power. The summit’s
ceneral pillar remains an important one: for Al to
be a net good, its capabilities need o be demo-
cratised. As India closes its digital divide, there
cannot be an inference gap. If the summit made
anything clear, it was that India is as capable of
organically contributing to worldwide growth as
it has the capacity, should it choose, to be a force
w shape its orderly growth,

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

The Al Impact Summit (New Delhi, 2026) saw
participation from 89 countries signing a
voluntary declaration on Al democratisation
and knowledge-sharing.
India emerged as one of the largest Al user
bases outside the U.S., reflecting rapid digital
adoption.
Debate centred around:
o Infrastructure dependence (GPUs,
semiconductor supply chains).
o India’s strategic positioning in Al value
chain (deployment vs model training).
o Global Al governance and Global South
leadership.

Key Points

National Strategy for Al (2018) by NITI Aayog -
Vision: “Al for ALl”.

IndiaAl Mission under Ministry of Electronics
and Information Technology - aims to build
compute capacity, datasets, skilling.

Al training requires high-performance GPUs
(parallel processing architecture).

Data centres - high electricity consumption -
energy security implications.

Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023 -
governs data processing.

Semiconductor push under India
Semiconductor Mission.

Important Concepts

Artificial Intelligence » Machine-based systems
performing tasks requiring human intelligence.
Comparative Advantage - India’s labour-cost
advantage may reduce in capital-intensive Al
ecosystem.

Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) » Aadhaar,
UPI, ONDC as innovation enablers.

Data Sovereignty » Control over citizens’ data
within national jurisdiction.

Multilateralism » Cooperative global
governance framework.

Critical Analysis
Opportunities

Large domestic market » bargaining power in
global Al ecosystem.

Strong DPI model - scalable Al deployment.
Potential Global South leadership in Al
governance.

Economic transformation in health,
agriculture, education.

Challenges

Heavy dependence on imported GPUs and
advanced chips.

High capital and energy costs of Al
infrastructure.

Risk of becoming only a “deployment hub”
rather than innovation hub.

Voluntary global Al norms lack enforceability.
Risk of widening digital divide (“Inference
Gap”).

Way Forward

Build sovereign compute infrastructure
(public-private partnerships).

Promote indigenous foundational model
training.

Integrate renewable energy in data centres.
Create binding Al safety and ethics
frameworks.

Skilling initiatives for Al workforce.

Balance innovation with privacy and
constitutional safeguards.



Stick t
India and Brazil have realised the
importance of their groupings
razilian Presidem Lukz Indclo Lula da Sil-
va's India visit last week sent important
messages for both India-Brazil ties, and
for solidarity in the developing world, as two Glo-
bal South powers focused on global governance
and leadership. After his talks with Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Medi, India and Brazl agreed o try
and double trade to 530 billion by 2030, and
signed agreements on critical minerals, steel
mining, and digital cooperation to diversify
beyond China-led supply chains. Mr. Lula, along
with French President Emmanuel Macron, was
among about 20 leaders at India’s Al Impact Sum-
it and was later accorded a state visit, The 80-
year-old Brazilian President’s presence was im-
portant, as he faces elections later this year,
which may make it difficult for him to attend In-
dia’s BRICS summit if it coincides with his cam-
paigning for a fourth term. It also came amidst
fresh mrmedl over US.-imposed trade tariils, af-
ter the American Supreme Court struck down
LLS. President Donald Trump's rationale for the
reciprocal tariffs. India and Brazil were both the
highest taxed countries by the U.S. — 50% tariffs
each - and both faced further possible tariffs ov-
er BRICS ties, Iran trade, and Kussian oil imports.
India and Brazil are also key members of the
BRICS grouping of developing nations, the India-
Brazil-South Africa (IBSA), G-4 with Germany and
South Africa on UNSC reform, and co-founders of
the biofuel alllance for alternative energy; each of
these has faced challenges from Mr. Trump's pol-
icies on trade, territorial sovereignty, multilater-
alism and the UN, and fossil fuels. Amid such un-
certainty, Mr. Modi and Mr. Lula reaffirmed their
commitment to protecting the multilateral order.
Before leaving India, Mr. Lula, who is set to vi-
sit Washington next month, did not mince words
while speaking to journalists about the challeng-
es posed by the ULS. government. As a former
trade union leader, he said he believed that the
only way ef tackling geopoliiical uncertainty un-
leashed by the L5, was for countries to “unien-
ise”, rather than curting deals individually with
Washington, which leave smaller nations at a dis-
advantage. The words are particularly important
for both Delhi and Brasilia, as both have negotiai-
ed with the Trump administration on tariffs, but
have not so far signed trade deals with the U5,
The U.S. court ruling offers an opportunity to re-
set the terms of the agreements, and it is signifi-
cant that New Delhi has postponed a meeting of
trade negotiators this week to give the US. and
India time 1o assess the ruling. India and Brazil,
and their developing world parmmers, should
coordinate the next steps and stay engaged with
Washingron. Mr. Lula's warning is clear: it is easy
o break a single stick, but far more difficult to do
s0 if the sticks are bundled tightly fogether.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News
e President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva visited India
and held talks with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.
e Both countries agreed to double bilateral trade
to $30 billion by 2030.
e Agreements signed in:
o Critical minerals
o Steeland mining
o Digital cooperation
e Visit occurred amid:
o 50% U.S. tariffs imposed on India and
Brazil.
o U.S. Supreme Court striking down tariff
rationale under [EEPA.
e |eaders reaffirmed commitment to
multilateralism and Global South coordination.
e Both are key members of BRICS, IBSA, and G4.

Key Points

Trade & Economy
e Current trade: ~ $15 billion.
e Target: $30 billion by 2030.

Trade basket:
o Indiaimports crude oil, gold, soy oil.
o India exports pharmaceuticals, chemicals,
machinery.
Focus on supply chain diversification beyond China.

Strategic Sectors

Critical minerals: Lithium, rare earths (EVs,
semiconductors, renewable energy).

Biofuels:

o Brazil: Global ethanol leader.

o |India: E20 blending target by 2025-26 (National

Biofuel Policy).

Digital & Al cooperation: Participation in Al Impact
Summit.

Geopolitical Context

High U.S. tariffs affecting both countries.

Concerns over BRICS expansion, Russia oil trade, Iran
trade.

Lula’s call for “bloc-based negotiation” to counter
unilateralism.

Static Linkages

Article 51: Promotion of international peace and
security.
WTO Principles:
o Most Favoured Nation (MFN).
o Rules-based multilateral trade.
South-South Cooperation doctrine.
Strategic Autonomy in India’s foreign policy.
Multipolar World Order concept.
Energy security and ethanol blending (Economic Survey
references).

Critical Analysis
Significance

Strengthens Global South leadership.

Enhances coordination in BRICS and IBSA.

Promotes diversification of mineral and energy supply
chains.

Supports push for UNSC reform via G-4.

Counters protectionism through multilateral
engagement.

Challenges

Divergences within BRICS.

Limited complementarities in trade structure.

Risk of secondary sanctions.

Balancing U.S. relations with BRICS commitments.
Global trade uncertainty due to rising protectionism.

Way Forward

Institutionalise India-Brazil annual strategic dialogue.
Expand cooperation in green hydrogen and renewables.
Enhance private sector investment and value-added
trade.

Coordinate at WTO to defend developing country
interests.

Maintain strategic balance between U.S., BRICS, and
Global South partners.

Strengthen critical mineral partnerships under national
missions.



‘IDFC First staff plotted with
outsiders in ¥590 cr. fraud’

Isolated case imvolved one branch and a Harvana government entity, recovery process initiated
savs CEO: bank well-capitalised to absorb shock, but magnitude of the issue is ‘disturbing’

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAI

DFC First Bank em-

ployees had perpet-

uated a 1390 crore
bank fraud through a “tra-
ditional method” by collud-
ing with external parties
using forged physical
cheque transactions, the
private sector banks MD
and CEO V. Vaidyanathan
sald on Monday, a day after
ithe bank reported the mar-
ter to the stock exchanges.

However, he said this
was a “specific, isolated
«case involving one branch
in Chandigarh and one
client group, a Haryana Gor
vernment entity, and not
system-wide™. He said no
senior management staff of
the bank was involved in
the fraud and that the re-
covery process had been
initiated. Four bank staff
had been suspended.

“It’s a case of employee
fraud and external parties
are involved. The bank has
all the systems in place,
but in this case it's not an
electronic transfer and it's
not a digital fraud. Its an
older, traditional kind of

Inthe red

BIFC First Bank stock tanked 16%
irvolving the bank’s staff came to
wHot dgital braiad, but ‘traditianal
kirsd” i conmivance with
employees, says MD

w DECIEpANCY COmprises

430 cr. idenvlified afler
FegoncAation, R100 or, self
identified via interral checks

wlLender to make provisions during

this quarter, ‘will still be profitable”

fraud in connivance with
employees. It is a case of
collusion,” Mr. Vaidyanath-
an tobd analysts over an in-
vestor conference call.

He said the bank had in-
itiated necessary steps in-
cluding police complaint
to deal with the mamer,
first time in its 1O-year his-
tory. It has also appointed
KPMG as independent fio-
rensic auditor o detect the
modus operandi.

The report is expected
in four to five weeks, he
sald.  Assuring  investors
and customers that a prop-
er investigation would be
conducted, Mr. Vaidya-
nathan said the bank was
well capitalised to “bear

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News
* A leading private sector bank reported a ¥590
crore fraud involving forged physical cheque
transactions.
* Fraud confined to one branch (Chandigarh)
and a Haryana Government entity account.
* Involved employee collusion with external

parties.

2 day atter the 1590 ¢, fraud

2

Eght

the shock”. “The bank is
well capitalised and profit-
ability is in positive territo-
ry. As far as the bank is
comcerned, it ks now finan-
clally very strong but the
magnitude of the issue has
disturbed us. We will take
provisions for this during
this quarter. Despite this
hit, we will still be profita-
ble,” he emphasised.

The bank has been mak-
ing a quarterly profit of
about TS0 crore. He said
the discrepancy of 1590
crore  comprised 490
crore that was identified af-
ter reconciliation and 2100
crore ‘self identified
one  through  imtermal
checks, he said, declining

to discloge the timeline of
the fraud. The MD said the
bank would recover ¥35
crore from Employee Dis-
henesty Insurance. The
fraud came to light when
the Haryana government
department  concerned
reached out to the bank
asking it to close its ac-
counts and transfer funds
to another bank.

In the process, diffe-
rences were observed bet-
ween the balance in the ac-
counts and the balance
mentioned by the Haryana
government entities hold-
Ing the accounts,

It came to lght that the
entities had not issued
such forged cheques which
were cleared by the bank
officials to owsider third
party accounts in other
banks. As news spread, the
bank’s stock fell 20%, but
chosed with a loss of 16.18%
at T70.04 on the BSE.

The REI is also warching
the development, Gover-
nor Sanjay Malhotra said.
Mearwhile, the Haryana
government de-empa-
nelled IDFC First Bank and
AU Small Finance Bank af
ter the fraud came to light.

* 3490 crore detected during reconciliation;
T100 crore self-identified internally.

e Police complaint filed; forensic audit initiated.

* RBI monitoring the development.

e Partial recovery expected through Employee
Dishonesty Insurance.

Key Facts

e Type of Fraud: Internal (employee collusion) +
external beneficiaries.

* Mode: Forged physical cheques (non-digital).

e Operational Risk: Falls under Basel norms
classification.

* Fraud Reporting: RBI mandates reporting of
frauds above specified thresholds under
Master Directions on Frauds.

* |nsurance Mechanism: Employee Dishonesty
Insurance covers internal fraud losses.

e Reconciliation Mechanism: Account mismatch
detected during balance transfer process.

Static Linkages

RBI’s powers under Banking Regulation Act,
1949.

Fraud risk classification: Credit risk vs
Operational risk vs Market risk.

Basel Il norms — Capital adequacy for
operational risk.

Corporate Governance principles -
Accountability & internal controls.

Role of statutory and forensic audits.
Financial Stability and depositor confidence.
Public fund management and fiduciary
responsibility.

Critical Issues
1. Governance Gaps

Failure of internal controls despite digitization.
Weak segregation of duties at branch level.

2. Regulatory Oversight

Importance of RBI supervision and inspection
framework.
Need for stronger real-time fraud monitoring.

3. Ethical Concerns

Breach of fiduciary trust.
Integrity failure at operational level.

4. Financial Stability

Impact on depositor trust and market
confidence.

Importance of adequate capitalization to
absorb shocks.

Way Forward

Strengthen cheque-clearing verification
protocols.

Rotation of staff in sensitive positions.
Strengthening internal audit systems.
Real-time reconciliation for government
accounts.

Promote digital payment systems to reduce
physical instrument risks.

Strengthen whistleblower protection
mechanisms.



What happens to India’s Russian oil
imports, $500-bn US. import goal?

NEWS ANALYSIS

T.iCA.
NEW DELHI

The Indian trade delega-
tions  last-mimute  post-
ponement of trip w Wash-
ington to finalise an
Interim Agreement with
the U8, and the U5, Su-
preme Court’s order on ta-
riffs both have implications
for India's imports from
Russia as well as the U§.

The Indian delegation
was 10 be in the US, on Fe-
bruary Z3-25 1w finalise the
Interim Agreement, which
Commerce Minister Piyush
Goyal said could be imple-
memted  between  mid-
March and early April. Ho-
WEVET, sources in the Com-
merce Ministry on
February 22 said that the
meeting will be resche-
duled "at a mutually con-
venient date”.

“The two sides are of
the view that the proposed
visit of the Indian chief ne-
gotlator and the team be
scheduled after each side
has had the time o eval-
uate the latest develop-
ments and its implica-
thons,” the official said.

Mr. Goyal had earlier
said India would be able to
remove or lower tariffs for
American imports only af-
ter a deal is signed. The
U, on the other hand,
could so far modify tariffs
through executive orders.

No Russian ol threats
Trade and legal experts,
said LS. 5C onder meant
President Trump no bonger
had any law enabling him
to levy tariffs on India if it
continues buying Russian
il in Large quantities.
Without  the  tariff
threat, India can once
again reduce its purchase
of the relatively expensive

Pressure tactics: The value of India’s Russian oil imperes fell to.a
3E-month low in Decembser 2025, GETTY IMAGESSTOCK

American oil and sour Ve
nezuelan oil.

“With reciprocal tariffs
gone, the U5 now does
mnot have any law under
which it can penalise India
for buying Russian ofl”
Ajay Srivastava, founder of
ithe Global Trade Research
Initiative and former Direc:
wr General of Foreign
Trade said. “Even il we
were 1o continue our ofl
imports from the LS,
which have nearly doubled
in the last few menths, we
should refrain from buying
il from Venezuela”

It is important to note
Mr. Trump had, on Febru-
ary 6 itself, removed the ta-
riffs linked to India’s im-
port of Russian oil. As per
Ramesh K. Vaidyanathan,
managing partner at law
firm ETG . tariffs
could theoretically return,
but they would need the
backing of U.5. Congress.

Multiple mechanisms

“There are multiple legal
mechanisms under which
e can do this, but I think
what is coming to the fore
is that he cannot do these
through executive orders
and will have to do it under
legislative backing for the
purpose for which they are
designed.” In other words,
if Mr. Trump can convince
the U.5. Congress that ta-

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context

riffs linked 1o Russian oil
imports are necessary,
then they could return.

An analysis by The Hin-
du found the value of In-
dia’s crude oil imports
from Russia fell to a 38
month low in December
2025 with Russia’s share
falling to less than a quar-
ter from 34% a month ago.
However, ofl imports from
the LS, rose alibost 31% ov-
er December 2024,

The analysis showed In-
dia imported oil from the
U.5. at an average price of
$506.7 per tonne in De-
cember 2025 or almost 8%
higher than the average
price of Russian oil import-
ed that month.

Uncertainty over deal
“India should follow a wait-
and-watch approach and
should see how other
countries that have signed
deals with the US. are
reacting,” said  Pankaj
Chadha, chairman of ex-
porter body EEPC India.
Mr. Srivastava says the
decision to postpone the
Indian team's visit to Wash-
ingron could simply be an
“administrative delay”.
“There is a possibility
that this delay in the Indian
team’s wvisit 1o the US.
could have been at the re-
quest of the LLS. since their
officials would be under

fire trying to figure out the
way forward ™

Impact on Imports

A delayed Interim Agree-
ment will alse push back
the date from which India
will have to reduce tariffs
for imports from the US,
‘This can have a dual effect.

Om the one hand, local
manufacturers can breathe
a bit easier since they will
not have to compete with
duty-free U.S. imports.

On the other several
items India imports will
continue o face import ta
riffs, thereby making them
more expensive than they
would have been had the
deal gone through.

Mr. Goyal had previos-
Iy wdd The Hindu there
were several items such as
oil, LG, LNG, aircraft and
parts, parts for data
centres and quantum com-
puting that India needs but
does not manufacture, and
so would need to import.

India’s imports of elec-
tronle  parts grew 1I7%
year-on-year to about $2.1
billion in April-December
2025, Similarly, the import
of telecom instruments
rose 25% and organic
chemicals by almost 34%.

A joint statement said
India intends to import
$500 billion worth of ener-
g products, aircraft and
alrcrafi parts, precious me-
tals, technology products,
and coking coal from the
LS. over the next 5 years,

The European Union
({ELT) also said the U.S. must
provide more clarity be-
fore EUI Parliament can rat-
ify the U.S.-EU deal.

Meanwhile, Japanese of-
ficials said they won't im-
mediately be revisiting the
deal adding, the crux of Ja-
pan's deal with ULS, was on
lowering auto-related ta-
riffs, which stay unaffected
by the ULS. 5C decision.

* [ndia postponed its trade delegation visit to
the U.S. to finalise an Interim Trade Agreement

(ITA).

* The postponement follows a U.S. Supreme
Court ruling restricting the President’s ability
to impose tariffs through executive authority.

* The development has implications for:

o India’s crude oil imports from Russia and

the U.S.
o Tariff reductions on U.S. imports into India
o Ongoing bilateral trade negotiations

Key Developments
1. Tariff-Related Implications
e The U.S. President cannot impose certain
tariffs unilaterally without legislative backing.
e Reduces immediate tariff-based pressure on

India regarding Russian oil imports.

e Future tariff imposition would require
Congressional approval.

2. Energy Trade Trends
e Russia’s share in India’s crude imports
declined to below 25% (Dec 2025).

e U.S. crude imports increased (~31% YoY).

e U.S. crude priced ~8% higher than Russian
crude.
¢ |ndiaintends to import $500 billion worth of
U.S. goods (energy, aircraft, tech, coal) over 5
years.
3. Impact of Interim Agreement Delay
Positive for Domestic Industry:
e Protection from lower-tariff U.S. imports.
Negative for Import-Dependent Sectors:
e Higher cost of oil, LNG, aircraft parts, telecom
equipment, data-centre components.
e Electronic parts imports grew 117% (Apr—-Dec
2025).

Static Concepts

e Tariff as a fiscal tool under legislative
authority.

e Separation of Powers & Judicial Review.

e Balance of Payments (Current Account).

e Energy Security and Strategic Autonomy.

e WTO Principles: MFN & Reciprocity.

e Trade Diversification and Supply Chain
Resilience.

Critical Analysis
Prelims Focus
e WTO principles
e Trade agreements
e Current Account Deficit
e Energy import trends
Analytical Dimensions for Mains
Strategic
* Reduced U.S. tariff threat enhances India’s
negotiating leverage.
e Maintains flexibility in Russian oil
procurement.
Economic
e Delayed tariff cuts increase input costs.
¢ Impacts manufacturing competitiveness and
inflation.
Geopolitical
* Balancing relations between U.S., Russia, and
EU.
e Strategic autonomy in energy sourcing.

Way Forward

¢ Diversify crude oil sources while ensuring price
stability.

e Accelerate renewable energy transition (solar,
green hydrogen).

¢ Negotiate a calibrated Interim Agreement
protecting sensitive sectors.

e Strengthen domestic manufacturing under
Make in India.

e Maintain WTO-consistent trade diplomacy.



