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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

The Supreme Court of India observed that
political leaders and high public office-holders
must uphold constitutional morality and foster
fraternity.
A petition alleged that certain Chief Ministers,
bureaucrats and police officials made
statements stigmatizing communities.
The Court indicated willingness to frame
guidelines on public speech of constitutional
functionaries, without imposing prior
censorship.
Concern raised over increasing “toxic” public
discourse affecting equality and democratic
ethos.

Core Constitutional Dimensions
Preamble – Justice, Liberty, Equality, and
Fraternity ensuring dignity.
Article 14 – Equality before law.
Article 19(1)(a) & 19(2) – Freedom of speech
with reasonable restrictions.
Article 21 – Protection of dignity as part of life
and liberty.
Article 51A(e) – Fundamental duty to promote
harmony.
Basic Structure Doctrine – Constitutional
morality linked with core constitutional values
(Kesavananda Bharati, 1973).
Navtej Singh Johar (2018) – Constitutional
morality prevails over social morality.
All India Services (Conduct) Rules, 1968 –
Political neutrality of civil servants.
Second ARC – Ethics in Governance – Public
office as public trust.

Key Issues 
Can judiciary frame guidelines regulating
speech of constitutional authorities?

Balance between Free Speech (Art 19) and
Equality & Dignity (Art 14, 21).
Whether divisive speech by public officials
violates constitutional morality.
Role of judiciary in preserving democratic
ethos vs. judicial overreach.
Ethical leadership and public accountability.

Significance
Reinforces supremacy of constitutional values
over partisan politics.
Protects vulnerable communities from indirect
discrimination.
Strengthens democratic accountability and
public trust in institutions.
Raises debate on limits of political speech in a
constitutional democracy.

Challenges
Defining “toxic” or “divisive” speech
objectively.
Avoiding judicial encroachment into political
domain.
Ensuring neutrality of bureaucracy and police.
Preventing chilling effect on legitimate dissent.

Way Forward 
Judicially framed objective guidelines rooted
in constitutional provisions.
Strengthening enforcement of Conduct Rules.
Ethical training for public officials.
Political party internal disciplinary
mechanisms.
Civic awareness promoting fraternity and
pluralism.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

India and France elevated ties to a “Special
Global Strategic Partnership.”
Amendment to the Double Taxation Avoidance
Agreement (DTAA) protocol signed.
Establishment of an annual Foreign Ministers’
Dialogue under the Horizon 2047 Roadmap.
Agreement on reciprocal deployment of armed
forces.
Launch of:

India–France Year of Innovation
India–France Innovation Network
Indo-French Centre for AI in Health
Indo-French Centre for Digital Science &
Technology
National Centre of Excellence for Skilling in
Aeronautics

Virtual inauguration of H125 Helicopter Final
Assembly Line in Karnataka.
Reaffirmation of joint commitment against
terrorism (26/11 tribute).

Key Points 
India–France Strategic Partnership established
in 1998.
France is a key defence partner (Rafale aircraft;
Scorpene submarines under Project-75).
Founding partners of the International Solar
Alliance (2015, COP21 Paris).

France is a resident power in the Indian Ocean
Region (Reunion Island).
DTAA amendments aim to prevent tax evasion
and double taxation (Section 90, Income Tax
Act, 1961).
Cooperation areas: Defence, Indo-Pacific, AI
governance, critical minerals, renewable
energy, nuclear energy, high-speed rail.

Static Linkages 
Article 51 – Promotion of international peace
and security.
Article 253 – Parliament’s power to implement
international agreements.
Strategic Autonomy – Core principle of India’s
foreign policy.
Indo-Pacific Vision & SAGAR doctrine.
Make in India & Atmanirbhar Bharat in defence
manufacturing.
Responsible AI framework – NITI Aayog.

Mains Enrichment Points (GS-II & GS-III)
Strategic Dimension

Supports India’s multipolar world vision.
Enhances maritime cooperation in the Indo-
Pacific.
Deepens defence interoperability.

Economic & Technological Dimension
Strengthens innovation ecosystems and R&D
partnerships.
Cooperation in AI aligns with digital public
infrastructure push.
Critical minerals collaboration supports
supply-chain resilience.

Energy & Climate
Joint leadership in solar energy (ISA).
Cooperation in nuclear and renewable energy.

Challenges
Technology transfer limitations in defence.
Need for deeper trade integration (India–EU
FTA context).
Balancing ties with U.S., Russia, and EU.
Ensuring AI governance aligns with ethical and
regulatory norms.

Way Forward
Shift from buyer–seller defence model to co-
development.
Expand collaboration in green hydrogen &
offshore wind.
Institutionalise Indo-Pacific maritime
exercises.
Deepen startup and university-level
partnerships.
Strengthen implementation monitoring under
Horizon 2047 roadmap.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Prime Minister Narendra Modi described
Artificial Intelligence (AI) as a “civilisational
inflection point” during the India AI Impact
Summit.
The Summit was held at Bharat Mandapam.
India became the first Global South country to
host such a large-scale AI summit.
The event is anchored around the IndiaAI
Mission (approved in 2024).
Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
acknowledged logistical issues on Day 1.
Opposition criticism was raised by Mallikarjun
Kharge.

Key Points 
IndiaAI Mission

Outlay: ₹10,372 crore.
Focus on AI compute infrastructure.
Development of indigenous foundational AI
models.
Creation of diverse Indian datasets.
Emphasis on AI in Indian languages.

AI Applications Highlighted:
Healthcare diagnostics.
Personalized education.
Agriculture & dairy (e.g., AI advisory
support by Amul to women dairy workers).

Major Concerns:
Algorithmic bias (gender, socio-economic,
linguistic).
Data privacy and digital divide.
Job transformation due to AI adoption.

Static Linkages 
Article 14 – Equality before Law (AI bias
implications).
Article 21 – Right to Privacy (Puttaswamy
Judgment, 2017).
IT Act, 2000 – Digital governance framework.
Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023.
National Digital Health Mission.
Skill India Mission.
Concept of Inclusive Growth (Economic
Survey).
Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) model
(Aadhaar, UPI, ONDC).

Critical Analysis
Positives

Positions India as AI leader of Global South.
Focus on indigenous AI models.
Encourages inclusive and multilingual AI
ecosystem.
AI for agriculture, healthcare and education.

Challenges
Algorithmic discrimination risks.
Regulatory gaps in AI governance.
Dependence on foreign AI hardware.
Employment disruption without adequate
skilling.
Infrastructure and coordination gaps.

Way Forward
Develop comprehensive AI regulatory
framework.
Mandatory AI audit and bias testing.
Strengthen semiconductor ecosystem.
Expand AI skilling under Skill India.
Promote regional language AI through
Bhashini.
Integrate AI governance with Digital India
vision.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Increasing global concern over erosion of the
post-1945 rules-based international order.
Rise of unilateralism and weakening of
multilateral institutions.
Assertive geopolitical moves by major powers:

Russia–Ukraine conflict.
China–Taiwan tensions.

Withdrawal or reduced engagement by the U.S.
under Donald Trump from institutions like:

World Health Organization
UNESCO

Paralysis of the United Nations Security
Council due to veto politics.
Growing fragmentation of global governance.

Key Points
Post-WWII order institutionalised through the
United Nations (1945).
Foundational principles:

Sovereign equality of states (Article 2(1),
UN Charter).
Prohibition of use of force (Article 2(4)).
Peaceful settlement of disputes (Chapter
VI).
Collective security (Chapter VII).

Current trends:
Weaponisation of trade and sanctions.
Decline of arms-control regimes.
Rise of minilateral groupings (Quad, AUKUS,
BRICS expansion).

Strategic competition replacing
cooperative multilateralism.

Global challenges (climate change,
pandemics, cyber threats) require
multilateral solutions.

Static Linkages
Article 51 of Indian Constitution –
Promotion of international peace and
security.
Panchsheel Principles (1954).
Collective Security vs Balance of
Power (International Relations theory).
UN Charter – Articles 1, 2(4), 27.
Concept of Sovereignty (Westphalian
model).
Realism vs Liberal Institutionalism in
IR.

Critical Analysis
Strengths of Rules-Based Order

Provides predictability in global trade
and diplomacy.
Protects sovereignty of small and
middle powers.
Enables collective response to global
crises.

Weaknesses / Challenges
UNSC veto undermines equality.
Selective application of international
law.
Institutional design reflects 1945
power realities.
Decline of political will among major
powers.

Implications for India
Strategic uncertainty in
neighbourhood.
Pressure to balance relations between
U.S., Russia, China.
Opportunity to emerge as voice of
Global South.
Push for UNSC reforms.

Way Forward
Reform of UNSC (expansion of
permanent membership).
Strengthening multilateral institutions
with equitable representation.
Promote issue-based coalitions (e.g.,
climate, health).
Uphold Article 51 in foreign policy.
Enhance South-South cooperation.
Invest in strategic autonomy with
responsible diplomacy.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

In December 2025, IndiGo faced operational
disruptions leading to a sharp rise in domestic
airfares.
The Ministry of Civil Aviation (MoCA) imposed
temporary fare caps.
The Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) sought fare data from major airlines on
directions linked to concerns raised before the
Competition Commission of India (CCI).
The incident exposed regulatory gaps in
monitoring dynamic pricing in India’s rapidly
expanding aviation market.
India is among the fastest-growing aviation
markets globally, supported by airport
expansion and UDAN scheme.

Key Points 
DGCA operates under the Aircraft Act, 1934.
CCI functions under the Competition Act,
2002.
Abuse of dominant position is covered under
Section 4 of the Competition Act.
India follows a deregulated airfare regime
(except limited pandemic-period controls
earlier).
Current aviation data collection focuses
mainly on:

Passenger volumes
Freight traffic
Safety compliance

Lack of ticket-level fare database limits
competition assessment.

Static Linkages 
Market structures: Monopoly, Oligopoly
(NCERT Microeconomics).

Role of independent regulatory bodies in a
mixed economy.
Competition policy as part of economic
reforms (post-1991).
Consumer protection and reasonable pricing
principles.
Digital governance and data-driven
policymaking (Economic Survey).

Critical Analysis 
Issues Highlighted

Reactive regulation (fare caps) instead of
structural oversight.
Limited data visibility on route-wise pricing
patterns.
Potential abuse of dominant position in
oligopolistic routes.
Weak integration between sectoral regulator
(DGCA) and competition regulator (CCI).

Arguments in Favour of Data-Based Oversight
Enables detection of price discrimination.
Supports competition enforcement.
Encourages ethical pricing algorithms.
Strengthens consumer trust.

Concerns
Commercial confidentiality.
Risk of tacit collusion if data released in real-
time.
Institutional capacity constraints.

Way Forward
Introduce a sample-based ticket-level fare
data collection system.
Strengthen DGCA–CCI coordination.
Release data with time lag to avoid collusion
risks.
Build regulatory data analytics capacity.
Shift from price caps to competition-based
structural regulation.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

The Supreme Court of India directed the Food
Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI)
to examine the introduction of mandatory
Front-of-Package (FOP) warning labels on
packaged foods high in sugar, salt and
saturated fats.
The direction relates to amendments in the
Food Safety and Standards (Labelling and
Display) Regulations, 2020.
The Court expressed dissatisfaction with
delays in finalising an effective model.
Debate exists between adoption of globally
accepted warning labels and FSSAI’s proposed
Indian Nutrition Rating (INR) model.
Issue linked to rising burden of Non-
Communicable Diseases (NCDs) in India.

Key Facts 
FSSAI:

Statutory body under the Food Safety and
Standards Act, 2006.
Under Ministry of Health & Family Welfare.
Frames food safety standards and labelling
regulations.

NCD Burden (ICMR-INDIAB Study 2023):
101 million diabetics (11.4% population).

\136 million prediabetics.
Hypertension prevalence: 35.5%.
Abdominal obesity: 39.5%.
High cholesterol: 24%.

NCDs account for more than 60% of total deaths in
India (MoHFW data).
WHO recommends interpretive front-of-pack warning
labels as a cost-effective public health intervention.

Constitutional & Legal Dimensions 
Article 21 – Right to Life (Judicially expanded to include
Right to Health).
Article 47 – Duty of the State to improve public health
and nutrition.
Consumer Protection Act, 2019 – Right to be informed.
Reasonable restrictions on trade under Article 19(6).

Governance & Policy Dimensions
Preventive healthcare aligns with:

National Health Policy 2017 (focus on NCD
prevention).
NPCDCS (National Programme for Prevention and
Control of Cancer, Diabetes, Cardiovascular
Diseases and Stroke).

Reflects judicial oversight over regulatory bodies.
Raises debate on:

Regulatory efficiency.
Judicial activism vs. separation of powers.

Significance for Mains
Public Health Perspective

Shift from curative to preventive healthcare.
Behavioural change through “nudging” (Behavioural
Economics concept).
Reducing long-term healthcare expenditure burden.

Regulatory Governance
Accountability of statutory bodies.
Need for evidence-based policymaking.
Balancing public health and industry interests.

Ethical Angle (GS IV)
State’s moral responsibility to protect citizens’ health.
Transparency vs. corporate profit motive.

Issues & Challenges
Resistance from ultra-processed food industry.
Debate over rating model vs. warning labels.
Consumer awareness and literacy barriers.
Impact on MSMEs in food processing.
Harmonisation with international trade norms (WTO
considerations).

Way Forward
Adopt WHO-backed clear warning labels.
Phase-wise implementation.
Integrate with national NCD strategy.
Public awareness campaigns.
Fiscal disincentives on unhealthy ultra-processed
foods.
Strengthen institutional autonomy and capacity of
FSSAI.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

In February 2026, the U.S. launched Project
Vault, a public-private partnership to build a
strategic domestic reserve of critical minerals.
Financing:

$10 billion from the Export-Import Bank of
the United States (EXIM).
$2 billion from private investors.

The reserve will include 60 minerals listed in
the 2025 U.S. Geological Survey Critical
Minerals List.
Trigger: China’s 2025 restrictions on rare earth
magnet exports disrupted global automobile
manufacturing.
Complementary initiatives:

FORGE (Forum on Resource Geostrategic
Engagement).
Pax Silica coalition for AI-related supply
chains.

Key Points for Prelims
Strategic reserves modelled on U.S. Strategic
Petroleum Reserve (1975) post-1973 oil
embargo.
Critical minerals essential for:

Electric vehicles (lithium, cobalt, nickel).
Wind turbines (rare earth magnets).
Semiconductors (gallium, germanium).
Defence technologies.

China dominates:
Rare earth processing.
Magnet manufacturing.

EXIM provides long-term loans for procurement and
storage.
Withdrawal governed by predefined market
disruption conditions.
11 bilateral agreements signed with Japan, EU, UK,
Mexico, etc.
Pax Silica includes Australia, Japan, South Korea,
UAE; India invited.

Static Linkages
Rare earth elements are not geologically rare but
rarely found in economically viable concentrations.
“Critical mineral” classification depends on:

Economic importance.
Supply risk.

Supply chain resilience linked to:
Energy security.
Industrial policy.
National security.

Concept of economic coercion in international
relations.
Strategic reserves as counter-cyclical economic
tools.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Reduces overdependence on China-dominated
supply chains.
Protects manufacturing base from supply shocks.
Encourages diversification of global mineral
sourcing.
Integrates minerals diplomacy with AI and
semiconductor strategy.

Concerns
Risk of protectionism under “America First”
doctrine.
Market distortion via price floors.
Environmental costs of intensified mining.
Trust deficit among allies due to volatile trade
policies.

Implications for India
Opportunity to integrate into trusted supply chains.
Need to strengthen domestic critical mineral
strategy.
Align with Quad/IPEF mineral cooperation.
Enhance refining and processing capacity
domestically.

Way Forward 
Develop national strategic mineral reserve.
Diversify import sources (Australia, Africa, Latin
America).
Strengthen domestic exploration (Geological Survey
of India).
Promote recycling of rare earths.
Integrate ESG norms into mineral diplomacy.
Ensure stable plurilateral supply-chain coalitions.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Iran and the United States held a second round
of indirect talks in Geneva regarding the
nuclear dispute.
Talks were mediated by Oman, which has
historically facilitated backchannel diplomacy.
Both sides agreed on certain “guiding
principles,” but no final agreement has been
concluded.
The US increased military presence in West
Asia.
Iran reportedly announced temporary closure
measures affecting the Strait of Hormuz, a key
global oil transit chokepoint.
The US seeks inclusion of Iran’s missile
programme in negotiations; Iran insists talks
remain limited to nuclear issues in exchange
for sanctions relief.

Key Points 
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA),
2015:

Multilateral nuclear agreement between
Iran and P5+1.
US withdrew in 2018 and reimposed
sanctions.
IAEA responsible for monitoring
compliance.

Uranium Enrichment:
Low-enriched uranium (LEU) for civilian
nuclear energy.
Higher enrichment levels raise proliferation
concerns.

Strait of Hormuz:
Connects Persian Gulf to Gulf of Oman and
Arabian Sea.

Nearly 20% of global petroleum trade
passes through it.
Major exporters: Saudi Arabia, Iraq,
UAE, Kuwait, Iran.

Energy Security Implications:
India imports over 85% of its crude oil.
Oil price spikes impact inflation, CAD,
and fiscal deficit.
Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR)
serve as buffer.

Static Linkages
NPT (Non-Proliferation Treaty) framework.
IAEA safeguards and inspection regime.
UNCLOS – Transit Passage in international
straits.
Balance of Power and deterrence theory.
India’s Act West Policy.
Strategic autonomy in foreign policy.

Critical Analysis 
Opportunities

Diplomatic engagement reduces war risk.
Possibility of reviving multilateral nuclear
governance.
Stabilization of global crude prices.

Concerns
Trust deficit due to US withdrawal from
JCPOA.
Expansion of talks beyond nuclear issue
may stall negotiations.
Closure of Strait of Hormuz violates
freedom of navigation norms.
Global oil shock may hurt developing
economies.

Impact on India
Energy price volatility.
Indian diaspora safety in Gulf region.
Need for balanced diplomacy between US
and Iran.

Way Forward
Phased sanctions relief linked to verified
compliance.
Strengthen IAEA monitoring.
Separate missile issue from nuclear
negotiations.
Ensure freedom of navigation under
UNCLOS.
India to diversify energy imports and
expand SPR capacity.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Visit of Emmanuel Macron to India (4th visit
since 2017) consolidating bilateral strategic
partnership.
Implementation of Horizon 2047 Roadmap
(announced 2023 during 25 years of India–
France Strategic Partnership).
Expansion of defence cooperation including
additional Rafale aircraft from Dassault
Aviation.
Joint emphasis on Indo-Pacific cooperation
and AI governance.
Occurs amid evolving global order marked by
US–China rivalry and Europe’s push for
strategic autonomy.

Key Points 
India–France Strategic Partnership established
in 1998.
Horizon 2047 covers:

Defence industrial cooperation
Space collaboration (ISRO–CNES)
Civil nuclear cooperation (Jaitapur project
– EDF)
Indo-Pacific maritime security
Emerging technologies including AI

France is a resident Indo-Pacific power
(territories in Indian Ocean & Pacific).
Growing defence co-production and
technology transfer under Make in India.
Advocacy of a “third way” in AI governance —
balancing innovation and sovereignty.
France supports India’s role in global
governance institutions.

Static Linkages
Evolution from Non-Alignment →
Strategic Autonomy → Multi-
alignment.
UNCLOS and freedom of navigation.
Defence indigenisation under
Atmanirbhar Bharat.
Civil nuclear agreements post-2008
nuclear waiver.
Role of executive in treaty-making
(Article 73).
Data sovereignty and digital
governance frameworks.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Diversifies India’s engagement
within the West.
Enhances defence manufacturing
ecosystem.
Strengthens maritime presence in
Indo-Pacific.
Reduces strategic overdependence
on any single major power.
Aligns with India’s aspiration for
greater global governance role.

Concerns
Limited economic depth compared
to India–US trade.
AI governance influence
constrained by US & China
dominance.
EU internal divisions may slow
strategic autonomy.
Technology transfer limitations in
high-end defence systems.

Way Forward
Fast-track India–EU Free Trade
Agreement.
Expand co-development beyond
procurement (jet engines, cyber,
space).
Institutionalise India–France–EU
trilateral frameworks.
Enhance private sector
participation in defence
production.
Coordinate Indo-Pacific strategies
with like-minded middle powers.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

Parliamentary elections in Bangladesh led to
victory of the Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP).
Leadership transition under Tarique Rahman.
Earlier political phase influenced by
Muhammad Yunus.
India recalibrating engagement strategy
beyond earlier perceived proximity to the
Awami League.
Rise of Jamaat-e-Islami as a significant
opposition force.

Key Facts 
Longest land border: India–Bangladesh (≈
4,096 km).
Border states: West Bengal, Assam, Meghalaya,
Tripura, Mizoram.
Bangladesh is India’s largest trade partner in
South Asia.
Major connectivity initiatives:

BBIN Motor Vehicles Agreement.
Revival of pre-1965 rail links.
Inland Water Transit and Trade Protocol.

Key bilateral issues:
Teesta river water-sharing.
Border management & illegal migration.
Trade imbalance.

Border haats.
Counter-insurgency cooperation in
Northeast.

Static Linkages 
Article 51 (DPSP): Promotion of international
peace.
Neighbourhood First Policy.
1971 Bangladesh Liberation War.
Federalism and role of border states in foreign
policy.
Internal security and cross-border insurgency.
River water disputes and inter-state
coordination.

Mains Focus Areas (GS 2 & GS 3)
Strategic Significance

Gateway to Northeast India.
Buffer against radicalisation and cross-border
terrorism.
Bay of Bengal maritime relevance.

Economic Dimension
Trade integration.
Supply chain diversification.
Energy cooperation (power grid connectivity).

Security Concerns
Islamist political mobilisation.
Refugee/migration pressures.
External influence (China & Pakistan).

Critical Issues
Positives

Democratic transition through elections.
Opportunity for India to diversify political
engagement.
Scope for restoring border trade and people-
to-people ties.

Challenges
Historical anti-India stance of BNP.
Rising political Islam.
Trade imbalance concerns.
Teesta water-sharing deadlock.
Border resentment in western districts.

Way Forward 
Maintain strategic neutrality in domestic
politics of Bangladesh.
Accelerate Teesta negotiations via Centre–
State coordination.
Expand border haats and local trade.
Ease visa regime (medical, education).
Enhance economic interdependence.
Counter external strategic influence in Bay of
Bengal.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

India and the United States announced a
framework for an interim trade agreement,
with a reciprocal tariff rate of 18% on Indian-
origin goods at the current stage.
Broader tariff reductions are conditional upon
the conclusion of a subsequent, more
comprehensive agreement.
The announcement reflects a staged
negotiation approach, not a fully consolidated
Free Trade Agreement (FTA) with final
schedules and binding annexes.
U.S. public messaging has attempted to link
trade concessions with India’s energy sourcing
decisions.
Concerns have emerged that ambiguity in
trade commitments may increase economic
costs through investment delays and
compliance uncertainty.

Key Points
Interim Agreement vs Full FTA

Interim framework: Political declaration
with phased commitments.
FTA: Requires WTO consistency, defined
tariff schedules, rules of origin, and
dispute-settlement mechanism.

Tariff Uncertainty as Economic Cost
Acts as a “shadow tariff.”

Leads to deferred exports, paused capex, and
inventory risk.
Higher compliance burden for MSMEs.

Rules Layer Determines Real Market Access
Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT).
Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) standards.
Conformity assessment procedures.
Digital trade and data governance norms.

Energy–Trade Linkage
Trade concessions being linked to India’s energy
diversification.
India maintains energy security based on market
stability and macroeconomic considerations
(Economic Survey emphasis).

Strategic Significance
Reflects geopolitics influencing trade.
Balancing trade expansion with strategic
autonomy.

Static Linkages 
Article 253 – Parliament’s power to implement
international agreements.
WTO principles: Most Favoured Nation (MFN),
National Treatment.
Article XXIV of GATT – Conditions for FTAs.
TBT and SPS Agreements under WTO.
Balance of Payments and Current Account Deficit
(NCERT Macroeconomics).
Role of DGFT under Foreign Trade (Development
and Regulation) Act, 1992.
Energy security and diversification (India Year Book;
Economic Survey).

Critical Analysis
Positives

Phased negotiation prevents collapse of talks.
Signals political intent to deepen India–US trade
ties.
Allows gradual domestic adjustment in sensitive
sectors.

Concerns
Ambiguity increases compliance risk.
Potential pressure on energy sovereignty.
Risk of non-tariff barriers limiting actual access.
MSMEs face higher standards-related costs.

Way Forward
Clearly define scope and exclusions of interim
agreement.
Strengthen domestic standards ecosystem (testing
labs, certification).
Provide MSME export facilitation and compliance
support.
Separate trade negotiations from geopolitical
energy pressure.
Ensure WTO consistency and transparent dispute-
resolution design.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The European Scientific Advisory Board on
Climate Change (ESABCC) has advised
European Union member states to prepare for
a temperature rise of around 2.8°C by 2100.
The advisory indicates that limiting warming to
1.5°C under the Paris Agreement is increasingly
difficult under current emission trajectories.
Europe is identified as the fastest-warming
continent according to World Meteorological
Organization assessments.
The focus is shifting from only mitigation
(emission reduction) to strengthening
adaptation and climate resilience.
The development is significant for India and
other developing countries facing increasing
extreme weather events.

Key Points 
Temperature benchmarks

The 1.5°C and 2°C limits are measured
relative to pre-industrial levels (1850–1900
baseline).

Mitigation vs Adaptation
Mitigation: Reducing greenhouse gas
emissions.
Adaptation: Adjusting systems to reduce
vulnerability and climate-related damages.

Europe’s climate trends
Increased frequency of heatwaves, floods, and
wildfires.
Infrastructure built for historically stable climate
conditions now faces stress.

India’s climate commitments (Updated NDCs, 2022)
45% reduction in emissions intensity of GDP by
2030 (from 2005 levels).
50% cumulative installed electric power capacity
from non-fossil fuel sources by 2030.
Net-zero emissions target by 2070.

India’s institutional framework
National Action Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC) –
8 missions.
State Action Plans on Climate Change (SAPCC).
Disaster Management Act, 2005 and NDMA
guidelines on heatwaves and floods.
National Infrastructure Pipeline incorporates
resilience planning.

Economic dimension
Agriculture employs around 45% of India’s
workforce (PLFS data).
Climate shocks affect livelihoods, food security, and
rural income.

Static Linkages 
UNFCCC principle of Common But Differentiated
Responsibilities (CBDR-RC).
Sustainable Development Goals: SDG 13 (Climate
Action), SDG 11 (Sustainable Cities).
Disaster management cycle: Prevention → Mitigation →
Preparedness → Response → Recovery.
Economic Survey emphasis on green growth and
climate vulnerability.
Climate-resilient infrastructure through zoning laws,
risk mapping, and building codes.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Realistic acknowledgment of warming trajectory.
Emphasizes mainstreaming resilience across sectors.
Encourages climate-proofing infrastructure planning.

Challenges
Risk of reduced mitigation ambition.
Adaptation finance gap for developing countries.
Climate justice concerns due to historical emissions of
developed nations.
Balancing growth, poverty reduction, and climate
resilience in developing countries.

Way Forward
Integrate climate risk assessment in infrastructure
approvals.
Strengthen early warning systems and forecasting
capacity.
Promote climate-resilient agriculture (millets, crop
diversification).
Improve urban planning with blue-green infrastructure.
Enhance access to international climate finance and
operationalise Loss and Damage mechanisms.
Align development strategy with long-term net-zero
pathway.
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