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Politicians, officials must foster fraternity: SC

Top court takes note of staternents that “stigmatise” I It emphasises need for restraint in public
communities, legitimise ‘discriminatory governance’

Krishnadas Rajagopal
KEW DELHI

olitical
must foster frater-
nity and high pu-
blic office-holders should
live: up to the ideals of the
Constitution, the Supreme
Court sakd on Tuesday. The
court was hearing a peti-

leaders

tion highlighting instances
of Chief Ministers, senior
buresucras, and police of
ficers making public state-
ments that stigmatise en
tire Comumunities,
legitimise  discriminatory
governance, and erode pu-
blic confidence in the
state’s  commitment o
equal citizenship.

“We would ke 1o im-
presss upon all political par-
ties to follow the principles
of constitutional merality,

and self-respect. This is a
more than 75-year-old ma-
ture demacracy; we do not
expect people to behave
like this;” Chief Justice of
Indka Surya Kant, heading
a three-judge Bench, ob
served orally.

Justice BV. Nagarathna
advocated the need 1o
“restrain”  discriminatory
and communally divisive
public speeches “from all
shdes”.

‘Contral of thought"
“Political leaders mast ubti-
mately foster fratemity in
the country,” Justhee Naga-
rathna remarked. Howes-
or, she pointed out that the
origin_of speech was
thoasght. “How can we con-
trod though?™ the judge
asked,

Senior advocate Kapil

comments by constitutional functionaries

Thereisa

necid 1
restrain discrimina-
Loy el communally
divisive public
speeches
fromall sides
BY.
NAGARATHNA

Ahmad Ayyubi, appearing
for petitioner-activist Roop
Rekha Verma, said the
court could cerainly con-
trol the “consequences of
thought™ by laying down
guidelines to govern public
speech by constiutional
functiemaries, $o & w0 ¢n-
sure fidelity to constitu-
tional morality, without

We would
like: 1y
iTmpress upaon
all political partics
1o follow the pring-
ples of con-
stitutional
maowraliny
SURYA KANT

Chief Justice
o India

censarship. “We have todo
smiething now,” Mr. Sibal
urged the court,

The court aid it was
keen o lay down guide-
lines but noted that the pe-
tition seemed to name per-
sonalities only from a
particular palitical party.
The Bench indicated that
the court did not want (o

fellowing which Mr. Sibal
sought two weeks to modi-
fy the petition.

Chief Justice Kant said
the petition has raised a
“very serlous issue” even
as Mr. Sibal pointed out
that  public statements
have become increasingly

Mr. Sibal highlighted the

high public offices™. He
said these statemnents were
not mencly political rhetor-
ie, but have weaved their
way Into sdminkstrative
and law  enforcement
establishments.

Chief Justioe Kant asked
whether party constin-
tons did net have any
clauses o control public
conduct and speeches of

Justice Joymalya Bagrhi,
the third judge on the
Bench, said the public
have an expectation that
“demecratic entities would
live up 1o the constiutional
ethos and values™,

Chilling effect”

The petition Magged state-
ments of siming Chied Mi-
nisters and hobders of high
public offices, which exem-
plify how consthuional
and legal anthoriy was
used bo legitimise discrimi-
natory hostility, It drew at-
tention to statements by
senior  bureaucrats  amd
police officers that “rein-
force exchusion, humilia-
tion, or collective blame®.
It underscored that hol-
ders of pubilic oifice and e
nigr executive authorities
who indulge in a continu:

This is a more than 75-year-old mature democracy,
we do not expect people to behave like this: CJI

speech were not ordinary
speakers.

“Their words carry the
imprimatur of the State, in-
fluence administrative ac-
tlon, shape public percep-
tion, and can have a
«chilling or exchusionary ef-
fect on vulnerable com-
munities, even in the ab-
sence of diseet incitement
«or hate speech... No struc
tured guidance or frame-
work clarifying how const-
tuifonal moralicy applies 1o
ithe public speech of consti
tutional functionaries, This
vacuum has allowed dis
eriminatory and derogato-
ry speech,” it pointed out.

“Let this not be a popu-
list exercise. It should be a
contemplative and consti-

values, mutual

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

respect,  Sibal and advocate Fuzail — imposing prior restraintor  enter the political thicket,  their leaders.

Context

The Supreme Court of India observed that
political leaders and high public office-holders
must uphold constitutional morality and foster
fraternity.

A petition alleged that certain Chief Ministers,
bureaucrats and police officials made
statements stigmatizing communities.

The Court indicated willingness to frame
guidelines on public speech of constitutional
functionaries, without imposing prior
censorship.

Concern raised over increasing “toxic” public
discourse affecting equality and democratic
ethos.

Core Constitutional Dimensions

Preamble - Justice, Liberty, Equality, and
Fraternity ensuring dignity.

Article 14 - Equality before law.

Article 19(1)(a) & 19(2) - Freedom of speech
with reasonable restrictions.

Article 21 - Protection of dignity as part of life
and liberty.

Article 51A(e) - Fundamental duty to promote
harmony.

Basic Structure Doctrine — Constitutional
morality linked with core constitutional values
(Kesavananda Bharati, 1973).

Navtej Singh Johar (2018) - Constitutional
morality prevails over social morality.

All India Services (Conduct) Rules, 1968 -
Political neutrality of civil servants.

Second ARC - Ethics in Governance - Public
office as public trust.

Key Issues

Can judiciary frame guidelines regulating
speech of constitutional authorities?

ing pattern of derogatory

Balance between Free Speech (Art 19) and
Equality & Dignity (Art 14, 21).

Whether divisive speech by public officials
violates constitutional morality.

Role of judiciary in preserving democratic
ethos vs. judicial overreach.

Ethical leadership and public accountability.

Significance

Reinforces supremacy of constitutional values
over partisan politics.

Protects vulnerable communities from indirect
discrimination.

Strengthens democratic accountability and
public trust in institutions.

Raises debate on limits of political speech in a
constitutional democracy.

Challenges

Defining “toxic” or “divisive” speech
objectively.

Avoiding judicial encroachment into political
domain.

Ensuring neutrality of bureaucracy and police.
Preventing chilling effect on legitimate dissent.

Way Forward

Judicially framed objective guidelines rooted
in constitutional provisions.

Strengthening enforcement of Conduct Rules.
Ethical training for public officials.

Political party internal disciplinary
mechanisms.

Civic awareness promoting fraternity and
pluralism.



India-France partnership is a force
for stability in the world, says PM

MUMBAL

India and France elevated
thedr relstionship to a ‘spe-
cial global srategic part-
nership’ on Tuesday when
Prime Minister Narendra
Maoxdi met French President
Emmansel Macron.

The meeting also saw
the amendment of the pro-
wocol on Double Taxathon
Avoldance ment, es-
tablishment of an anmeal
Foreign  Ministers” Dia-
logue to review the Hori-
zon 2047 Roadmap, and an
agreement on reciprocal
deployment of armed fore-
s, At a time of global un-
certainty, the India-French
parmership is a foree for
stability, Mr. Moski said,

The bilateral 1alks bet-
ween Mr. Modi and the
French President in Mum:-
ai resulted in a wide-rang:
ing agreement covering
health, critical minerals,
defence, sclence and tech-
noligy, renewable energy,
and skilling.

“Way against hegemony”
With Mr. Macron by his
side during a joint press
conference at Lok Bhavan
here, the Prime Minister
was expansive in his de-
scription of bilateral ties.
“The India-France partner-
ship knows no boundaries.
It can reach from deep
oceans to the tallest moun-
taires,” b said, adding that
the relationship was “very

special”.

Mr. Macron also high-
lighted the unique nature
of the relationship, based
on  common principles
such as a shared agree-
ment on the rule of Law
and a world order without
hegemony.

“We will find a new way
which is against hegemo-
my. We want towalk togeth-
er. We want (o give a model
o the workd about how to
work together, Al should
respect each other, should

French President Emmanuel Macron and Prime Minister Rarendra Modi vinually insugurate the
assermibly line of Alrtus H-L25 helicopters at an event in Murmbai on Tutsday. AFP [REPOST: FAGE 12)

rithms should be transpa-
rent,” he said. He empha-
sised the strategic
parmership between the
rwo countries in multiple
sectors including defence,
science and technology,
nuclear power, and high
speed rail networks,

During his first visit 1o
Mumbai and fourth trip to
India, Mr. Macron started
the day with a jog along
Marime Drive, south Mum-
bai's long coastal prome-
nade, surprising residents,
It sent @ positive message
about health for the youth,
In a city which hosts ma-
rathons, the Extermal AF
Fairs Ministry sabd.

Mr. Macron paid tribute
to the victims of the 26/11
terror attacks at Mumbai’s
Taj Mahal Palace hotel,
reiterating  his country’s

ror. “In the face of terro-
rism, unity and determina-
ton,” he said. Later, Mr.
Modi hosted a dinner for
the French President. This
wisit follows Mr. Modis visit
to France last year, and
marked the 20th mecting
between the two beaders
over the last few years.

Star-studded lunch
Mr. Macron had a cinema-
themed lunch with a few
film personalities, includ-
ing Anil Kapoor, Manoj Baj-
payee, and Niraj Ghaywan.
“Alongside the legends of
Indlan cinema. Culrure
brings us together” he
posted on X. He ks expect-
ed w meet investors in
Murmbai on Wednesday be-
fore heading to Delhi,

The  two  leaclers

India-France Innovation
Network, with a cubiural
programme a1 the jconic
Gateway of India. In a first
for the private sector, Mr.
Modi and Mr. Macron vir-
tially inaugurated the
HIZ5 Heficopter Final As-
sembly Line at Vemagal,
Karnataka, in the presence
of the Defence Ministers
from both the countries.

The Prime Minister also
announced the launch of
the Indk-French Centre for
Al in Health, Indo-French
Centre for Digital Science
and Technology, and the
Natlonal Centre of Excel-
lence for Skilling in Aero-
nautics. “These are mot just
institutions, but future-
building plaforms,”  he
said,

CEFENCE CODPERATION

respect diversity. The algo-  strong stance against ter- »PAGE 4

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

India and France elevated ties to a “Special
Global Strategic Partnership.”
Amendment to the Double Taxation Avoidance
Agreement (DTAA) protocol signed.
Establishment of an annual Foreign Ministers’
Dialogue under the Horizon 2047 Roadmap.
Agreement on reciprocal deployment of armed
forces.

Launch of:

o India-France Year of Innovation

o India-France Innovation Network

o Indo-French Centre for Al in Health

o Indo-French Centre for Digital Science &

Technology
o National Centre of Excellence for Skilling in
Aeronautics

Virtual inauguration of H125 Helicopter Final
Assembly Line in Karnataka.
Reaffirmation of joint commitment against
terrorism (26/11 tribute).

Key Points

* France is a key defence partner (Rafale aircraft;

India—France Strategic Partnership established
in 1998.

Scorpene submarines under Project-75).
Founding partners of the International Solar
Alliance (2015, COP21 Paris).

France is a resident power in the Indian Ocean
Region (Reunion Island).

DTAA amendments aim to prevent tax evasion
and double taxation (Section 90, Income Tax
Act, 1961).

Cooperation areas: Defence, Indo-Pacific, Al
governance, critical minerals, renewable
energy, nuclear energy, high-speed rail.

Static Linkages

Article 51 - Promotion of international peace
and security.

Article 253 - Parliament’s power to implement
international agreements.

Strategic Autonomy — Core principle of India’s
foreign policy.

Indo-Pacific Vision & SAGAR doctrine.

Make in India & Atmanirbhar Bharat in defence
manufacturing.

Responsible Al framework — NITI Aayog.

Mains Enrichment Points (GS-1l & GS-III)
Strategic Dimension

Supports India’s multipolar world vision.
Enhances maritime cooperation in the Indo-
Pacific.

Deepens defence interoperability.

Economic & Technological Dimension

Strengthens innovation ecosystems and R&D
partnerships.

Cooperation in Al aligns with digital public
infrastructure push.

Critical minerals collaboration supports
supply-chain resilience.

Energy & Climate

Joint leadership in solar energy (ISA).
Cooperation in nuclear and renewable energy.

Challenges

Technology transfer limitations in defence.
Need for deeper trade integration (India—EU
FTA context).

Balancing ties with U.S., Russia, and EU.
Ensuring Al governance aligns with ethical and
regulatory norms.

Way Forward

Shift from buyer-seller defence model to co-
development.

Expand collaboration in green hydrogen &
offshore wind.

Institutionalise Indo-Pacific maritime
exercises.

Deepen startup and university-level
partnerships.

Strengthen implementation monitoring under
Horizon 2047 roadmap.



Need global cooperation to
tackle Al bias, risks; tech must
remain human-centric: Modi

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday sald that
artificial intelligence (Al
now swod an “a civilisa-
tiomal inflection poim™ of
expanding human capalbil-
ity but would test sodial
foundations if left unguid-
ed. He said the technology
miust be used to accelerate
global development while
remaining deeply
human-centric.

The Prime  Minister
mae this observation in a
text interview to the news
agency Asian News Inter-
national (AN as the India
Al Impact Sumnit ge1s un-
der way In India, the first
country  of the Global
South to host such an
event.

Mr. Modi spoke on the
Indian government’s Al in-

Curbous crowd: Visitors thrang the b munnrpms..mmuzms at
Bharat Mandapam in New Dethi on Tuesday, &

Minister apologises for summit
troubles; Kharge slams ‘chaos’

NEW DELHI

Union Minister Ashwini

Vaishnaw on Tuesday

apologised for the
ifficulthes faced by

itatives,  saying  thar  diffi

through the Indiahl Mis-
sion, “we are ensuring a
code that reflects our va-
lues, serves our people
and positions India as a
responsible Al leader for
the world®,

Mlmlrullmam
1 some of the

attensdees on the opening.
chay af the India Al Imipact
Summit even as Congress
president Mallikarjun

Kharge criticised the Modi
government for the “utter

on_taa_lle health  and

|n|i|arm's taken by India
for addressing its owm is-
sues. “Leveraging Al mind-
fully, with a strategic lens,
!I-elps ndr{te-ss d::er:ldzw—

i
He conceded that “con-
cerns regarding bias and
limitations in Al remain
deeply relevant™, especial-
Iy related to gender and nr
i hack

chacs and rank
mismanagement” of “a
showpéice ALSummit”,

corrective steps had been
taken to ensure 3
smwther experience in
the event in the coming
days.

FULL REPORT ON
®PAGE 5

languages, and growing re-
search an firness and bias
iin Indian academic institu-
tions tech
companies”.

Saying prepared

while creating entirely new
economic  opportunities,
enabling inclusive growth,
bridging the urban-rural
divide and expanding ac-
cess 10 opportunity. In
healthcare, Al ks already
d-rlh-tringimmcl.‘llesaid_

He mentioned the wse of
Albased solutions in the
field of education and
health, and by organisa-
thoms such s Amul leverag-
imz the technology 1o reach
36 Lakh women dairy work-
ers by providing guidance

He added that tackling the
issue required global coop-
eration, “0ur drurrslly
1lng||]sﬁc cultural, region

- means that Al bias can
man[ﬁ[ in ways that
might not be obvious in
Western contexts,” he said,
adding that India was be-
ginning to address this
more “systematically” with
a focus on “creating di-
verse datasets that repre-
sent Indias plurality, grea-
ter  emphasis  on Al

development in regional  sal

N CONCErns over
the chawgm: natuire of e
ployment due o Al he
said that the “fundamental
shift is that Al isn't replac-
fingg the IT sector. It ks trans-
forming i" He said “prep-
arathon is the best antidote
to fear”, and his govern-
ment had launched “one of
ithe most ambitious skilling
initiatives in the world".
“We're not approaching
this as a fwture problem
bt we're treating bt as a
present  imperative,”  he
id,

Major Concerns:
o Algorithmic bias (gender, socio-economic,
linguistic).
o Data privacy and digital divide.
o Job transformation due to Al adoption.

Static Linkages

Article 14 - Equality before Law (Al bias
implications).

Article 21 - Right to Privacy (Puttaswamy
Judgment, 2017).

IT Act, 2000 - Digital governance framework.
Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023.
National Digital Health Mission.

Skill India Mission.

Concept of Inclusive Growth (Economic
Survey).

Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) model
(Aadhaar, UPI, ONDC).

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

Prime Minister Narendra Modi described
Artificial Intelligence (Al) as a “civilisational
inflection point” during the India Al Impact
Summit.

The Summit was held at Bharat Mandapam.
India became the first Global South country to
host such a large-scale Al summit.

The event is anchored around the IndiaAl
Mission (approved in 2024).

Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
acknowledged logistical issues on Day 1.
Opposition criticism was raised by Mallikarjun
Kharge.

Key Points

IndiaAl Mission
o Qutlay: ¥10,372 crore.
o Focus on Al compute infrastructure.
o Development of indigenous foundational Al
models.
o Creation of diverse Indian datasets.
o Emphasis on Al in Indian languages.
Al Applications Highlighted:
o Healthcare diagnostics.
o Personalized education.
o Agriculture & dairy (e.g., Al advisory
support by Amul to women dairy workers).

Critical Analysis
Positives
e Positions India as Al leader of Global South.
e Focus on indigenous Al models.
e Encourages inclusive and multilingual Al
ecosystem.
e Al for agriculture, healthcare and education.
Challenges
e Algorithmic discrimination risks.
e Regulatory gaps in Al governance.
e Dependence on foreign Al hardware.
e Employment disruption without adequate
skilling.
e |Infrastructure and coordination gaps.

Way Forward

* Develop comprehensive Al regulatory
framework.

e Mandatory Al audit and bias testing.

e Strengthen semiconductor ecosystem.

e Expand Al skilling under Skill India.

* Promote regional language Al through
Bhashini.

e |ntegrate Al governance with Digital India
vision.



The new world disorder, from rules to might

world that once imagined it had buried
the demons of the 15305 now finds
them prowling again - bess dramatic,
perhaps, but no less cormosive. The
post-war order, born in $an Francisco in 1945,
waes buile on the corviction that b could
restrain power, that institutions could discipline
states, and that sovereggmiy was not a privilege
granted by the strong but a right inherent in all
nations. The speech by United States President
Harry 8. Truman at the funding of the United
Mations (UN) raciated that beliel. He spoke as a
man who had seen the abyss and was determined
that humanity would not return to iz The UN, he
Insisied, would be the nstrument throwgh which
nations “setthe their differences peacefully®, a
bulwark against the old world of spheres of
influence and predatory might.
His words, on June 26, 1945, might sound
sa:lrrjmgmmanynrh.umemrs “We all have
— no matter how great our strength,”
hededahmd. that we must demy ourselves the
license to do always as we please, No ane nation
= M oF should expect any: privilege
Iiurh)urmsany other nation ... Unless we are all
willing to pay that price, no for
world peace can accomplish its purpose. And
what a reasonable price that isf™

The prevailing atmosphere
Contrast that with the contemporary mosd,
where the language of international law
increasingly sounds like a polite fiction. Analyits
often percefve LS, Donald Trump's
foreign policy posture as one that tneats
imsernational rules much as Italian drivers treat
redd traffic lights, less as binding commitments
and more 25 apticnal tools - uwsefisl when they
Serve your inerests, dispensable when they do
not. It i not that the U.S. invented unilateralism;
et powers have Zlways been prome to
exceptionalism, double-standards and bending
nﬂwmtmdbm&h'xgthcm But the open
embrace of a “might is right™ sensibility marks a
shift from hypocrisy (which at least paid tribute
o norms even while beraying them) to
indifference (which does not give a damn sbout
norms). When a major power signals that
soverefgney ks negotiable, others take note.

If Washington can disregard Venezuela's
sovereignty with minimal consequence, what
stops Beijing from concheding that Takwan's status
s similarly malleable? Or Moscow from treating
Ukraine as 2 historical correction rather than a
soverelgn state? Or even New Delhi from deciding
that a smaller nelghbour’s ohjections ane an
imconvenience rather than a constraint? The
question ceases 1o be whether intermational kv
peohibits aggression but whether the target is
pewerfiil enough to ratse the costs of it. For

<

KA

i

‘Shashi Tharoar

s the fourth-term
Member of
Pariament [Congress)
for

decades, the fear of a third world war acted as a
grim stabiliser; the horror of total conflict kept
lesser condlicts in check. But if the guardrails
wzalcﬂ the world risks not umm

jom buta of smaller,

‘What makes this moment especially fraught is
that the rule-based liberal international order was
never a monolith; it was a patchwork of norms,
mauuuuns anma'hm of cooperation. its

grinding wars - each o limited 1o trigger global
alarm, yet collectively capable of eroding the
foundations of peace.

An unravelling of multilateralism
This erodion is compatinded by the retreat from
i lism. The Trump admini

Lk Sabhal, a former
Minister of State for
External Afairs, and
the award-winring
author of 28 Bocis,
including Pax Indica’.
He currently chairs
the Parliamestary
standing Committes
on Extermal Aflairs

As the
rules-based
order erodes,
raw power is
Ibegginning o
reshape the
wobal system

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

* Increasing global concern over erosion of the
post-1945 rules-based international order.

P s
declared withdrawal from dozens of international
joms.and agreements — ranging from
UNESCO to WHO to environmental and
amms-conirol frameworks - signals a decper
soepiicism about the very idea of shared
governance. The problem is that the 2ist
century's most urgen challenges are pc!dse]y

human rights and multilateral problem-solving.
Each of these has been violsted repeatedly - by
great powers and smaller states alike, Yet, the

Mrmdmmmmm
that th e, Today, i
I.s'wah:mm. Smrmhmynhmadmdmrh

homoured lmhchrv:adu.ollmmsec\m is
vetoes. Trade ks
Human rights are dismissed as klecdogical.
Multilaberal institutions are starved of legitimacy
and resources.
Institutions oy possess statutes and
yet, without political will, their

immume to unilateral solutions. When the world's
st powerful state steps back from collective
action, the vacuum does o8 remain enpy.
Others — most potably China — step in, shaping
institutions, nosms and standards in ways that
reflect their own preferences. The nesult Ism

awthority remains largely aspirational. When
powerful states ignore International kw or apply
it selectively, institutions lose credibility, Peace
cannot be enforoed by rules alone, It requires
gnad Faith, and good Fith is increasingly in short
supply.

The danger today
And yet, QUenrderlsmdead It limps, it strains,

simply a shift in i bt a
ghobul governance itself,

We inhabit a world that has becosme
profoundly fuid, It is increasingly difficult for amy
natlon, not only India, w sy with cenadnty
where it stands in a shifting geopolitical order,
aild inties have fraved. ol blurand

- bt it persists, International
oourts still adjudicate disputes. Peacekeepers still
deploy. Trade flows sill depend on predictable
rules. Middle powers, from Europe to India to
South Africa to Canada w Brazdl, sdll invest in
multilateralism because they know that without
it, they are at the mercy of ruthlessly

ambiguity has become the defining conditi
‘our time. History, that i e saboteur of

e . They accept Dag

0ood intentions, contimses o complicate the
jpresent. Grievances are inherited maore reliably
thean wisdom. Old wars cast long shadows and
unresotved injustices continue to polson relations
between states. Leaders are asked to negotiate
pvat:r while being reminded never to forget past

Perhépslhenmpﬂhlnd obstacle Bes inthe
jparadox of power itsell. Those entrusted with
h

jild’s Famous dictum that ~the United
Natbons was not created to take mankind 1o
eaven, but bo sve lnsmanity from hell”,
Sometimes the best the world order can dois o
pmml things from gesting worse.

And yet mcmu-suunumlwhclherlheold
order survives intact; it has already been
hollowed out, its norms and institutions
subverted. The question is what replaces it:a
Sino-centric architecture, a world of competing

global order also p B
capacity to disrupt it. World order rested on thelr
willingness not to do so; this willingness has
Fatded i many cases. The instiutions established
after the Second World War were noble in
conception but unequal in design. They rellected
the hierarchies of power prevailing 2t the time of
theeir creation. Authority was concentrated in the
hands of a few, while responsibilicy was shared by
all. This imbaknoe has consequences, When
powerful states act as both guandians and
exceptions i the rules, the legitimacy of the
system suffers.

* Rise of unilateralism and weakening of
multilateral institutions.

e Assertive geopolitical moves by major powers:

o Russia—Ukraine conflict.
o China-Taiwan tensions.

e Withdrawal or reduced engagement by the U.S.
under Donald Trump from institutions like:

o World Health Organization

o UNESCO
e Paralysis of the United Nations Security

Council due to veto politics.

e Growing fragmentation of global governance.

Key Points

* Post-WWII order institutionalised through the

United Nations (1945).
e Foundational principles:

o Sovereign equality of states (Article 2(1),

UN Charter).

o Prohibition of use of force (Article 2(4)).
o Peaceful settlement of disputes (Chapter

VI).

o Collective security (Chapter VII).
e Current trends:

o Weaponisation of trade and sanctions.

o Decline of arms-control regimes.

o Rise of minilateral groupings (Quad, AUKUS,
BRICS expansion).

blocs, a patchwork of issue-based coalitions, or a
requm to unmediated anarchy?

W are living in an interregrum - the old
world Fading, the new one unformed. The danger
is mot that the system collapses overnight, but
that it decays sbowly, leaving a vacuum Flled by
opportunism and coercon. The promise of F45
was that law could tame power. The peril of tday
Is that power muay once again tame law. The cask
for this generation is not to resurrect the
o prevent the futuse from sliding into a warld
‘wihere the only real rule is that thene are no rubes
atall

o Strategic competition replacing
cooperative multilateralism.
Global challenges (climate change,
pandemics, cyber threats) require

multilateral solutions.

Static Linkages

Article 51 of Indian Constitution -
Promotion of international peace and
security.

Panchsheel Principles (1954).
Collective Security vs Balance of
Power (International Relations theory).
UN Charter — Articles 1, 2(4), 27.
Concept of Sovereignty (Westphalian
model).

Realism vs Liberal Institutionalism in
IR.

Critical Analysis
Strengths of Rules-Based Order

Provides predictability in global trade
and diplomacy.

Protects sovereignty of small and
middle powers.

Enables collective response to global
crises.

Weaknesses / Challenges

UNSC veto undermines equality.
Selective application of international
law.

Institutional design reflects 1945
power realities.

Decline of political will among major
powers.

Implications for India

Strategic uncertainty in
neighbourhood.

Pressure to balance relations between
U.S., Russia, China.

Opportunity to emerge as voice of
Global South.

Push for UNSC reforms.

Way Forward

Reform of UNSC (expansion of
permanent membership).
Strengthening multilateral institutions
with equitable representation.
Promote issue-based coalitions (e.g.,
climate, health).

Uphold Article 51 in foreign policy.
Enhance South-South cooperation.
Invest in strategic autonomy with
responsible diplomacy.



India’s aviation is in need of data-driven oversight

malitGon, Irsdia's Largoest i, faged an
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

In December 2025, IndiGo faced operational
disruptions leading to a sharp rise in domestic
airfares.

The Ministry of Civil Aviation (MoCA) imposed
temporary fare caps.

The Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) sought fare data from major airlines on
directions linked to concerns raised before the
Competition Commission of India (CCI).

The incident exposed regulatory gaps in
monitoring dynamic pricing in India’s rapidly
expanding aviation market.

India is among the fastest-growing aviation
markets globally, supported by airport
expansion and UDAN scheme.

Key Points

DGCA operates under the Aircraft Act, 1934.
CCl functions under the Competition Act,
2002.
Abuse of dominant position is covered under
Section 4 of the Competition Act.
India follows a deregulated airfare regime
(except limited pandemic-period controls
earlier).
Current aviation data collection focuses
mainly on:

o Passenger volumes

o Freight traffic

o Safety compliance
Lack of ticket-level fare database limits
competition assessment.

Static Linkages

Market structures: Monopoly, Oligopoly
(NCERT Microeconomics).

¢ Role of independent regulatory bodies in a
mixed economy.

e Competition policy as part of economic
reforms (post-1991).

e Consumer protection and reasonable pricing
principles.

¢ Digital governance and data-driven
policymaking (Economic Survey).

Critical Analysis
Issues Highlighted
e Reactive regulation (fare caps) instead of
structural oversight.
e Limited data visibility on route-wise pricing
patterns.
e Potential abuse of dominant position in
oligopolistic routes.
e Weak integration between sectoral regulator
(DGCA) and competition regulator (CCl).
Arguments in Favour of Data-Based Oversight
e Enables detection of price discrimination.
* Supports competition enforcement.
* Encourages ethical pricing algorithms.
e Strengthens consumer trust.
Concerns
e Commercial confidentiality.
¢ Risk of tacit collusion if data released in real-
time.
¢ [nstitutional capacity constraints.

Way Forward

e Introduce a sample-based ticket-level fare
data collection system.

e Strengthen DGCA-CCI coordination.

* Release data with time lag to avoid collusion
risks.

e Build regulatory data analytics capacity.

e Shift from price caps to competition-based
structural regulation.



Front and centre
Front-of-package labelling helps
consumers to choose health foods

n a further instalment of its continuing en-
l gagement with regulating processed food

products, the Supreme Court of India has,
once again, staked out for the right of citizens to
health. In a recent judgment, a Bench directed
the Food Safety and Standards Authority of Indla
(FSSAI) to consider introducing mandatory front-
of-package warning labels on packaged food pro-
ducts high in sugar, salt and saturated fat. Justices.
1B, Pardiwala and K.V, Viswanathan directed the
FSSAI o file its response to the propesal within
four weeks. There is adequate evidence available
to associate these sugar, salt and saturated fat ad-
ditives in processed foods with non-communica-
ble diseases, including diabetes, hypertension,
and cardiovascular diseases, all of which are in-
ching up their way up to epidemic proportions in
India. The petitioner, the NGO 35 and Our Health
Society, informed the Court that such disclosures
would enable consumers to make informed deci-
sions and choices and could help with stermming
the tide of rising deaths due o diabetes and heart
allments, Earlier, in 2025, the Court had directed
an expert committee under the FSSAI to submit
its recommendations on the amendments re-
quired to be made to the Food Safety and Stan-
dards (Labelling and Display) Regulations, 2020,
to implement front-of-package labelling. On the
count of holding consultations with all stakehal-
ders across the country, an extension was souwgzht
and secured, but in February 2026, the Bench ex-
pressed unhappiness at the regulator’s com-
pliance report, noting that the exercise underta-
ken thus far had failed to yield any “positive or
good result”. One of the elements of contention
between the FSSA1 and the petitioner was the
former's propesal to introduce an Indian Nutri-
tion Rating model, an indigenous system of rating
a product; the latter opposed it on the grounds
that this was not in line with globally accepted
standards.

The Court's persistent intervention on the is-
sue of front-ofpackage labelling should lean on
the massive ultra-processed food industry to im-
plement these universally endorsed safeguards,
to inform consumers of the content and additives
in the packaged feod, to guide choices, ultimate-
ly. Non-communicable diseases have already
swept through vast swathes of the population in
the country: the 2023 ICME-INDIAB study found
that 101 million people in India (11.4% of the pop-
ulation) have diabetes, with an additional 136 mil
lien suffering from prediabetes, Other concomi-
tant factors including hypertension (35.5%
national average), abdominal obesity (39.5%) and
high cholesterol (24%) were also estimated to be
high. Introducing frome-of-package labelling is an
essenitial part of establishing a continuum of cane
that begins with prevention.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

e The Supreme Court of India directed the Food
Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI)
to examine the introduction of mandatory
Front-of-Package (FOP) warning labels on
packaged foods high in sugar, salt and
saturated fats.

* The direction relates to amendments in the
Food Safety and Standards (Labelling and
Display) Regulations, 2020.

e The Court expressed dissatisfaction with
delays in finalising an effective model.

* Debate exists between adoption of globally
accepted warning labels and FSSAI’s proposed
Indian Nutrition Rating (INR) model.

e |[ssue linked to rising burden of Non-
Communicable Diseases (NCDs) in India.

Key Facts
e FSSAI
o Statutory body under the Food Safety and
Standards Act, 2006.
o Under Ministry of Health & Family Welfare.
o Frames food safety standards and labelling
regulations.
* NCD Burden (ICMR-INDIAB Study 2023):
o 101 million diabetics (11.4% population).

\136 million prediabetics.

Hypertension prevalence: 35.5%.

Abdominal obesity: 39.5%.

High cholesterol: 24%.

e NCDs account for more than 60% of total deaths in
India (MoHFW data).

e WHO recommends interpretive front-of-pack warning
labels as a cost-effective public health intervention.

O O O O

Constitutional & Legal Dimensions
e Article 21 - Right to Life (Judicially expanded to include
Right to Health).
e Article 47 - Duty of the State to improve public health
and nutrition.
e Consumer Protection Act, 2019 - Right to be informed.
e Reasonable restrictions on trade under Article 19(6).

Governance & Policy Dimensions
e Preventive healthcare aligns with:

o National Health Policy 2017 (focus on NCD
prevention).

o NPCDCS (National Programme for Prevention and
Control of Cancer, Diabetes, Cardiovascular
Diseases and Stroke).

e Reflects judicial oversight over regulatory bodies.
e Raises debate on:

o Regulatory efficiency.

o Judicial activism vs. separation of powers.

Significance for Mains

Public Health Perspective

e Shift from curative to preventive healthcare.

e Behavioural change through “nudging” (Behavioural

Economics concept).

e Reducing long-term healthcare expenditure burden.
Regulatory Governance

e Accountability of statutory bodies.

e Need for evidence-based policymaking.

e Balancing public health and industry interests.
Ethical Angle (GS IV)

e State’s moral responsibility to protect citizens’ health.

e Transparency vs. corporate profit motive.
Issues & Challenges

e Resistance from ultra-processed food industry.

e Debate over rating model vs. warning labels.

e Consumer awareness and literacy barriers.

e |mpact on MSMEs in food processing.

e Harmonisation with international trade norms (WTO

considerations).

Way Forward

e Adopt WHO-backed clear warning labels.

e Phase-wise implementation.

e |ntegrate with national NCD strategy.

e Public awareness campaigns.

e Fiscal disincentives on unhealthy ultra-processed
foods.

e Strengthen institutional autonomy and capacity of
FSSAI.



As critical minerals become strategic
assets, U.S. looks to realign supply chain

Trump administration’s Project Vault aims to create a reserve of critical minerals to protect domestic industry from a disruption as witnessed when
China restricted export of rare earth magnets to retaliate against LS. tariffs, causing a near shutdown of car manufacturing operations in the US.

NEWS ANALYSES

Marisundar Kumar

n the first week of Fo
l bruary, the Trump ad-

ministration umeiled
Project Vauls, an Indepen-
denily governed and oper-
ated public-private part-
nership abmed at
establishing 5 strategic
domestic reserve of critical
minerals in the US. The
partmership, bxlnl!»}.!l.o
billion in Enancing by the
Export-Import Bank of the
United States (EXIM) and

an additional 52 billion in

private funds, aims (o store
&0 critical minerals lssed
in the 1.5, Geological Sar
wey's M Critical Mineraks
List to strengthen the resi-
ence of civilian i

agalnst supply chaln dis
ruptions. Under this deve-
lopment modkl, EXIM pro-
vides longterm loans 1w
purchase and store eritical
minerals in the couniry.
This stockpibe build-up re
presents 3 whobe-of
vernment transformative

approach o reduce depen-

its Strategic Petroleum Re- 5

SETVE to Protect its econa
my from the energy shocks
caigsed by the 1973 Araboil
embargo, In the P15t centu-
v, eritical minerals are
mundatumal 1o rm:nknl

cal power, and China dom-

inates different stages of 5

mineral production such
as minkng. processing, and
magnet manusenring. In
005, China  retaliated
against LS, tariffs by res-
tricting expores of rare
carth magnets, causing a
near shutdown of opera

private partnership alms to:

minerais listed in

muswwsmwm:s Critical Mincrals List, GATTY MAGES:

tions, based on supply
avallability and commer-
clal il L and

pr P
forced production lines to
rethink shifting some pro-
duction to China, whose
finished exparts had mini-
mum restrictions, lmpar-
tamly, the disruption Lid
bare the sulnerabilities in
the supply chain and
cawsed a decisive blow 1o
the Trump adminisira
ton's plan to shore up ma

g0  nufsctusing in the US.

Therefore, the project to
maintain eritical mineral

siore  them,  Moreowver,
withdrawal from the re-
serves and their replenish-
ment are guided by clear
and predefined conditions
of market disruption. In
shart, Project Vault repre-
sents not another indus-
trial policy bit a new stra-
tegic doctrine, in which
eritical minerals and ranc
earth elements ane not just
commadities but strategic
assets that underpin com-

point owt that ghven the
deep pockets of the US.
and the exhaustive lst of
sanckpibes, is intervention
could directly help noa-
Chinese producers, who
have struggled in compet-
ing against cheaper Chis
nese minkng.  Diversified
purchases by the US.
could directly contribute
to the strengthening of al-
ternative  supply  chains
globally if partner coun-
tries also agree to trade
minerals  between each
other at

nalled a welcome retum to
plurilateral initistives o
create a lg;eﬁem:h.b trad-
g bloe that would enforce
similar rubes, The multila-
eral infslative was named

mineral reserves, know-
bedge, and demand across
allled jurksdictions 1o mul-
tiply capabilithes im Al by
coordinating  imvestment
and aligning  regulatory

by Secretary of State Marco  standards.

Ruhio as the Forum on Re-
source  Geostraleghc  En-
gagensent (FORGE), whase
broader ohjectives are to
«coordinate on critical min-
erils policy, pricing, and
project development. For
allies and partners, the
FORGE initianive provides a
platform to collaborate at
the policy level on invest:
ments and access o oriti-
cal minerals and set the
price floor 1o balld resilient
supply chains.

Pax Sillca

The Fax Silica iniliative
was launched by the Unis:
ed Siates in December
2025 1o form a coalition of
capable countries commit-
ted 10 bullding secure and
resilient  supply  chains
foundational io artificial in-
telligence (Al which in-
umeneu;y critical min-

price  foors Emnrurmlrrl

erals,

It members nchide aus

However, even as Pro-
Ject Vauale and Pax Silica
complement each other
and represent a holistic ag-
proach to critical minerals
diplomscy, their imple-
mentation remains vulmer-
abile to being dominated by

“America  First' ics,
which tends to treat pasin-
ers hiemrchically and pref
er absolute alignment with
American national security
prioities. This behaviour
s abready evident in the
asymmetrical nature of
%, trade deal negotiations
as partmer countries had to
ot anly asess the rigks of
bong term commitments to
Join LS. bed supply chairs.
but alsa hedge against the
volatile and coercive beha-
whour of the Trump admd-
mistration, Such an ap-
proach remains pelevant
there agalrst the backdrop
of the recently released
U5, Natkonal Sequrity Sera-

demce  on  foreign-con-
trolled  supply  chains
prone to geapolitical risks
and ecobomiie coErcon,
complementing other ma-
Jor policy efforts 1o build
substantive domk: -

prelensive rational power.  price). In this regard, the lr'llu
U5, administration has al-
ready signed 1 new bilater-
al agreements, with Jipas,
the EL, Mexico, and the
United Kingdom, announ-
I actiom plans 1o develap

borderadjusted  price
mechanisms.

:ew- which asserts that

L5, first, alli
r;!:ll.ld:lnumm! Polu\_'lm
ised that Pro-
k‘([“u&lwill initlally focus
an bulding a mnng

and s, suruﬁu'ds drive
the world forward. In the
end, coalitions on supply
chains deliver best when
there 15 predictabiliny,
trust, andl ks valatility,
and ensuring these will re
mmain the biggest chalenge

for the ULS.-led indtiatives.
Hartsrdar Kurmar is @
NASP Fellow at the Tuksh-
asheila Frusifeation.

Republlc ofl:m the Un-
e Kingelosn, and the Uni-
ited Arab Emirates, with
India being Invited to join
as a full member and the
European Union, Canada,
the Netherlands, and Tal-
wan as guest contributors.
The LS., through Pax 53
ca and several bilateral
agreements, intends o
combine capital, energy,

posed by o

ton of eritical minerals

ard rare earth elements in

the hands of one plaver,

which directly sffects ae-
lity, and geo-

political leverage,

Inn this context, Praject
Vaudt is intended as a long-
term nsurance for domes-
tic manufacturers, who
could procure minerals

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

* |n February 2026, the U.S. launched Project
Vault, a public-private partnership to build a
strategic domestic reserve of critical minerals.

* Financing:

o $10 billion from the Export-Import Bank of
the United States (EXIM).
o $2 billion from private investors.

* Thereserve will include 60 minerals listed in
the 2025 U.S. Geological Survey Critical
Minerals List.

* Trigger: China’s 2025 restrictions on rare earth
magnet exports disrupted global automobile
manufacturing.

e Complementary initiatives:

o FORGE (Forum on Resource Geostrategic
Engagement).

o Pax Silica coalition for Al-related supply
chains.

duction and of
critical minerals.

domestic

capacity in critical miner-
ale, with a broader focus
on allied engagement to
strengthen shared supply
chains through partner-
ships. However, analysts

Om a multilaveral level,
the Trump administra-
tio's deeision 1o host 54
coumtries at the Critical
Mincrals Ministerial sig-

Keason for the move

The comoept of strategic re-
serves in the U5, goes back
o 1575 when it established

Key Points for Prelims
e Strategic reserves modelled on U.S. Strategic
Petroleum Reserve (1975) post-1973 oil
embargo.
e Critical minerals essential for:
o Electric vehicles (lithium, cobalt, nickel).
o Wind turbines (rare earth magnets).
o Semiconductors (gallium, germanium).
o Defence technologies.
¢ China dominates:
o Rare earth processing.
o Magnet manufacturing.

EXIM provides long-term loans for procurement and
storage.

Withdrawal governed by predefined market
disruption conditions.

11 bilateral agreements signed with Japan, EU, UK,
Mexico, etc.

Pax Silica includes Australia, Japan, South Korea,
UAE; India invited.

Static Linkages

Rare earth elements are not geologically rare but
rarely found in economically viable concentrations.
“Critical mineral” classification depends on:

o Economic importance.

o Supply risk.
Supply chain resilience linked to:

o Energy security.

o Industrial policy.

o National security.

Concept of economic coercion in international
relations.

Strategic reserves as counter-cyclical economic
tools.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Reduces overdependence on China-dominated
supply chains.

Protects manufacturing base from supply shocks.
Encourages diversification of global mineral
sourcing.

Integrates minerals diplomacy with Al and
semiconductor strategy.

Concerns

Risk of protectionism under “America First”
doctrine.

Market distortion via price floors.
Environmental costs of intensified mining.
Trust deficit among allies due to volatile trade
policies.

Implications for India

Opportunity to integrate into trusted supply chains.
Need to strengthen domestic critical mineral
strategy.

Align with Quad/IPEF mineral cooperation.

Enhance refining and processing capacity
domestically.

Way Forward

Develop national strategic mineral reserve.
Diversify import sources (Australia, Africa, Latin
America).

Strengthen domestic exploration (Geological Survey
of India).

Promote recycling of rare earths.

Integrate ESG norms into mineral diplomacy.

Ensure stable plurilateral supply-chain coalitions.



Iran briefly closes Straitof Hormuz
as US, Tehran nuclear talks unfold

= recognition of Tran’s legitimaze
First announced

and Jared Kushner took partin
the Geneva talks, which were

:’-ﬁr: ,_,—-‘""d‘.‘ rights. USenvay Steve Witkoff
closure of the g

i 2 being mediated by Oman, a
strait carry[ng source briefed on the matter
oy . i .t todd Reuters. The White House
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amid US threats Earlier, Trump sail he himn-
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Reuters TheUS rectly” in the Geneva talks anc
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presented, these ideas have
been scriously discussed, ulti-
mately we'vebeenable toreach
ageneral agreement on some
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the decades-long nuclear dis-
pute and President Donald
Trump has said “regime
change™ in Tehran may be the
best thing that can happen.
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intermational waterway, theough
which 20% of the world’s oil

1979 Islamnic Revolution,
“TheUS President stys their
army is the world's strongest,
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conference in Geneva afterthe
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Afterthe exchange of docu-
mentsthe rwosides will decide
on 4 date for a third round of
negotiations, he said,

The US has sent a battle

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

e [ran and the United States held a second round
of indirect talks in Geneva regarding the
nuclear dispute.

e Talks were mediated by Oman, which has
historically facilitated backchannel diplomacy.

e Both sides agreed on certain “guiding
principles,” but no final agreement has been
concluded.

e The US increased military presence in West
Asia.

e |ran reportedly announced temporary closure
measures affecting the Strait of Hormuz, a key
global oil transit chokepoint.

e The US seeks inclusion of Iran’s missile
programme in negotiations; Iran insists talks
remain limited to nuclear issues in exchange
for sanctions relief.

aver its nuclear progranme
while Iran's Supreme Leader window of opportunity had
Ayatollah Al Khamenel  ment would fail. opened and that he hoped talks
warned on Tussday that any US Iowas the firsttime Iranhas — would lead vo & “sustainable”
amempts todeposehisgovern-  announced thecosureofthekey  solution that ensured the full

talks, Aragehlsald thata "new  pile. Telrnsays it swilling only

1o diseuss eurbs on s mucleas
programme - in exchange for
sanctons rellef - and will not
Eive up uran um enfchment.

Key Points
e Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA),
2015:
o Multilateral nuclear agreement between
Iran and P5+1.
o US withdrew in 2018 and reimposed
sanctions.
o |AEA responsible for monitoring
compliance.
e Uranium Enrichment:
o Low-enriched uranium (LEU) for civilian
nuclear energy.
o Higher enrichment levels raise proliferation
concerns.
e Strait of Hormuz:
o Connects Persian Gulf to Gulf of Oman and
Arabian Sea.

o Nearly 20% of global petroleum trade
passes through it.
o Major exporters: Saudi Arabia, Iraq,
UAE, Kuwait, Iran.
e Energy Security Implications:
o Indiaimports over 85% of its crude oil.
Oil price spikes impact inflation, CAD,
and fiscal deficit.
Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPR)
serve as buffer.

(o]

Static Linkages
e NPT (Non-Proliferation Treaty) framework.
¢ |AEA safeguards and inspection regime.
UNCLOS - Transit Passage in international
straits.
Balance of Power and deterrence theory.
India’s Act West Policy.
Strategic autonomy in foreign policy.

Critical Analysis
Opportunities
¢ Diplomatic engagement reduces war risk.
¢ Possibility of reviving multilateral nuclear
governance.
¢ Stabilization of global crude prices.
Concerns
Trust deficit due to US withdrawal from
JCPOA.
Expansion of talks beyond nuclear issue
may stall negotiations.
Closure of Strait of Hormuz violates
freedom of navigation norms.
Global oil shock may hurt developing
economies.
Impact on India
Energy price volatility.
Indian diaspora safety in Gulf region.
Need for balanced diplomacy between US
and Iran.

Way Forward

* Phased sanctions relief linked to verified
compliance.
Strengthen IAEA monitoring.
Separate missile issue from nuclear
negotiations.
Ensure freedom of navigation under
UNCLOS.
India to diversify energy imports and
expand SPR capacity.



Delhi and Paris reach out across
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Context of the News

e Visit of Emmanuel Macron to India (4th visit
since 2017) consolidating bilateral strategic
partnership.

* Implementation of Horizon 2047 Roadmap
(announced 2023 during 25 years of India-
France Strategic Partnership).

e Expansion of defence cooperation including
additional Rafale aircraft from Dassault
Aviation.

e Joint emphasis on Indo-Pacific cooperation
and Al governance.

e Occurs amid evolving global order marked by
US-China rivalry and Europe’s push for
strategic autonomy.

Key Points
e India-France Strategic Partnership established
in 1998.

e Horizon 2047 covers:
o Defence industrial cooperation
o Space collaboration (ISRO-CNES)
o Civil nuclear cooperation (Jaitapur project
- EDF)
o Indo-Pacific maritime security
o Emerging technologies including Al
e France is a resident Indo-Pacific power
(territories in Indian Ocean & Pacific).
e Growing defence co-production and
technology transfer under Make in India.
e Advocacy of a “third way” in Al governance —
balancing innovation and sovereignty.
* France supports India’s role in global
governance institutions.

Snubes. mmwmnﬁ I.‘.aaﬁ
on Strateggic and Defence Stuches, Deli

= Static Linkages

e Evolution from Non-Alignment -
Strategic Autonomy - Multi-
alignment.

* UNCLOS and freedom of navigation.

e Defence indigenisation under
Atmanirbhar Bharat.

e Civil nuclear agreements post-2008
nuclear waiver.

* Role of executive in treaty-making
(Article 73).

e Data sovereignty and digital
governance frameworks.

Critical Analysis
Positives

e Diversifies India’s engagement
within the West.

e Enhances defence manufacturing
ecosystem.

e Strengthens maritime presence in
Indo-Pacific.

e Reduces strategic overdependence
on any single major power.

e Aligns with India’s aspiration for
greater global governance role.

Concerns

e Limited economic depth compared
to India-US trade.

* Al governance influence
constrained by US & China
dominance.

e EU internal divisions may slow
strategic autonomy.

e Technology transfer limitations in
high-end defence systems.

Way Forward

e Fast-track India-EU Free Trade
Agreement.

e Expand co-development beyond
procurement (jet engines, cyber,
space).

¢ |nstitutionalise India—France-EU
trilateral frameworks.

e Enhance private sector
participation in defence
production.

e Coordinate Indo-Pacific strategies
with like-minded middle powers.



A chance to rebuild an
old neighbourliness

FTER THE recent elections
in Bangladesh, it is good to
see India reconsidering the
stand it had taken during
Muhammad Yunus's rale.

i We may now be on the way to regaining

Tarique
Rahman has
never held
public office,
and we haveto
be cautious. He

needs India to
normalise
trade. India
needs to have
patience and
not be seen too
prominently
until the anger
subsides

ouronlysteadfast friend in the neighbour-
hood, as the Indian establishment has
swung out of its fixation with Hasina and
accepted the Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) as India’s best bet. Ittook more than
ayear for our government to view the BNP
with more kindness despite the party's
anti-India track record.

Asthe polls were announced, backdoor
channels opened upwith the BNFand the
Jamaat, The two parthes”old alllance broke
down, and circumstances forced the BNP
tomove to the centre-left and take Yunus
and the extremists head-on. The Jamaat
underwentan incredible metamorphosis
from those who aided the Pakistan Army
in its genocide in 1971 to arguably the
cleanest alternative in Bangladesh's cor-
rupt political quagmire, The Yunus regime
helped in this transformation, and the stu-
dent-led National Cltizen Party (NCP)
jolned Jamaat's 11-party alliance.

To be fair to Yunus, one must appreci-
ate that he undertook a Herculean task,
He reformed the civil service, police, ju-
diciary, the Election Commission and
regulatory bodies, and started rebuilding
national institutions. The peaceful con-
duct of the first fair elections in years s
proofofhis success, even as he floundered
on lawand orderand went after India, His
“July Charter”, a package of 84 reform pro-
posals, was endorsed by all parties except
the banned Awami League. Seventy per
cent of voters endorsed thischarter in the
constitutional referendum, even as most
rejected Yunus, the NCP and the Jamaat.

Affter returning frem Londen, Tarique
Rahman had less than éweeks totake over
the BNP, understand the turbulent times,
select candidates and campaign for the
12th February election. But the very fact
that the BNP and a few minorallies swept
the polls, securing 50 per cent of the vote
and winning 212 of 209 seats, reveals the

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context

vorers' maturity. This iswhat we had been
arguing, but even sharp watchers were
surprised at the electorate’s almost com-
plete rejection of the Gen Z leaders who
had toppled Hasina. Jamaat-¢-Islami's
hopes of seizing power were dashed as it
could secure only 68 seats, with the NCP
managing just six.

Our postulate that the Hanafi Muslim
Bangladeshis and secular voters would
ot be swayed by the lure of the more Wah-
habi Pakistan- and Arab-supported Is-
lamic Right was proved correct. But the Ja-
maat's ascent to respectability is seen in
hew one out of three Bangladeshis voted
for it. This could be a reaction to Hasina's
authoritarian mleThe geography of vot-
ing behaviour, however, points to the Ja-
maat winning mainly in the westemn dis-
tricts that face the Indian border, where
many refugees settled and nursed griev-
ances against India. More tangibly, the
cross-border trade that sustains much of
‘the economy of these areas hasbeen shat-
tered, The hardening ofborder checks and
the closure of trading posts and markets
hurt them badly. Under different circum-
stances, the [slamists may have won even
fewer seats. The votes of women and
Awami League supporters who gulped
down their hatred of the BNP, may have
helped keep the extremists out.

Whatever the case may be, Tarique
Rahman has never held publicoffice, and
‘we have tobe cautious, He needs Indiato
normalise trade and find ways to draw
maore Indian investment. India needs to
have patience and not be seen too promi-
nently until the anger subsides, It would
also help if the impasse over Hasina is
resolved at the earliest. Visas have to
‘be opened up immediately for Banglades-
his to come to India for medical treat-
ment, education, and tourism, Border
trade must return to normal levels, and
the balance of trade must be made fairer.
There are no permanent friends or
enemies, and we cannot just lose Bangla-
desh o Pakistan,

The writer is a former Rajya Sabha MP

e Parliamentary elections in Bangladesh led to
victory of the Bangladesh Nationalist Party

(BNP).

* Leadership transition under Tarique Rahman.
e Earlier political phase influenced by
Muhammad Yunus.
* [ndia recalibrating engagement strategy
beyond earlier perceived proximity to the
Awami League.
* Rise of Jamaat-e-Islami as a significant
opposition force.

Key Facts

e Longest land border: India-Bangladesh (=
4,096 km).

e Border states: West Bengal, Assam, Meghalaya,

Tripura, Mizoram.
¢ Bangladesh is India’s largest trade partner in
South Asia.
* Major connectivity initiatives:
o BBIN Motor Vehicles Agreement.
o Revival of pre-1965 rail links.
o Inland Water Transit and Trade Protocol.
e Key bilateral issues:
o Teesta river water-sharing.
o Border management & illegal migration.
o Trade imbalance.

o Border haats.
o Counter-insurgency cooperation in
Northeast.

Static Linkages

e Article 51 (DPSP): Promotion of international
peace.

* Neighbourhood First Policy.

e 1971 Bangladesh Liberation War.

¢ Federalism and role of border states in foreign
policy.

¢ Internal security and cross-border insurgency.

e River water disputes and inter-state
coordination.

Mains Focus Areas (GS 2 & GS 3)
Strategic Significance
e Gateway to Northeast India.
e Buffer against radicalisation and cross-border
terrorism.
¢ Bay of Bengal maritime relevance.
Economic Dimension
e Trade integration.
* Supply chain diversification.
e Energy cooperation (power grid connectivity).
Security Concerns
¢ |slamist political mobilisation.
e Refugee/migration pressures.
¢ Externalinfluence (China & Pakistan).

Critical Issues
Positives
e Democratic transition through elections.
e Opportunity for India to diversify political
engagement.
* Scope for restoring border trade and people-
to-people ties.
Challenges
e Historical anti-India stance of BNP.
* Rising political Islam.
e Trade imbalance concerns.
* Teesta water-sharing deadlock.
e Border resentment in western districts.

Way Forward

e Maintain strategic neutrality in domestic
politics of Bangladesh.

¢ Accelerate Teesta negotiations via Centre-
State coordination.

e Expand border haats and local trade.

e Ease visaregime (medical, education).

e Enhance economic interdependence.

e Counter external strategic influence in Bay of
Bengal.



Confusioncanbecome
costlyinthetrade pact

ﬁ HE COSTLIEST tariff right now is confusion. Inthe

== US-India Joint Statement, thetwosides say they have
il reached a framework foran interim agreement, while

L maﬂlmzin.gapa:hwaymwam a broader bilateral

trad sement. Th specifiesareciprocal

B tariff rate of 18 per cent on goods originating from [ndia at this

stageand notes that broader tarilf reductions are tied tothe suc-

Soumya cessful conclusion ofthe interim agreement. Thisisan important

BHOWMICK  distinction, suggestinga politically announced staging mechan-
—  ismratherthana fully concluded, legally consolidated FTAwith
finalschedules, bindi and sentled dispute disciplines.

Trade under Donakd Trump is used as a bargaining tool and
a form of leverage. That rewards strong claims at the
announcement stage, but it alsoralses the domestic cost of later
recalibration, especially when carly interpretations runahead of
what negotiators can lock in. India’s best respense, therefore, is
disciplined sequencing Defining stages with credible boundaries,
specifying what is out of scope for stage 1, and signalling the do-
miestic prooess and institutional steps thar would govern stage 2.

Whyd fusionbecome costly soquickly? B ithe-
haves like a shadow tariff. It shows up as deferred shipments,
paused capex, cautious inventory behaviour, delayed hedging
decisions, and ariskpremium on compliance and regulaory ex-
posure. In farm-linked chains, transmission iseven faster.

The Russia angle adds another layer where clarity matters.
Washington's publi ing has attempted to ink trade con-
cessions teIndiasenergy cholces, India’sofficial pesition remains
anchored in core macrosconomic stability: Energy security for
14 billion Indians, with diversification guided by market condi-
tions and evolving intermational dynamics. Amy credible exdt from
N overreliance ona particular supplierultimately hingeson supply

Confusion asturances, pricing stability, shippingand insuranceconstraints,
showsupas and long-termeontracting options. The decisiveterrain, however,
deferred liesbeyond headlinetariffs. Whether the deal becomes usahlein
hi s practice will be determined by the “rules layer™; Standards, con-
shipments, formity assessment, technical barriers to trade, digital trade provi- |
paused capex,  sions, and the compliance pathways that turn nominal market
cautious access into operational market access, The difference betweena
stabllising agreement and a pelitically brittle one often liesin

l;l;‘h‘:mmv whether compliance design is predictable, consultative, and

WVIOUT,  phased inaway that matches administrative capacity.
delayed Inthis context, “clarity” is best understood as reducing inter-
hcdgi_ng pretive space without pre-empting negotiation. That requires a
decisions, and a disciplined public articulation of scope that separates what the
: iny framework covers from what isexplicitly excluded and

rlslr.prerr_jjum deferred, paired with asequencing roadmap, It also requirestreat-
onmmphance ing implementation capacity as a core part of the bargain, es-

and regulatory  pecially forsmaller firms. Finally, both sides should resist using
exposure ambiguity asa bargaining device.
T — The writer iz.a fedow, Centre for New Economic Dipfomacy, ORF

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

¢ [ndia and the United States announced a
framework for an interim trade agreement,
with a reciprocal tariff rate of 18% on Indian-
origin goods at the current stage.

e Broader tariff reductions are conditional upon
the conclusion of a subsequent, more
comprehensive agreement.

e The announcement reflects a staged
negotiation approach, not a fully consolidated
Free Trade Agreement (FTA) with final
schedules and binding annexes.

e U.S. public messaging has attempted to link
trade concessions with India’s energy sourcing
decisions.

e Concerns have emerged that ambiguity in
trade commitments may increase economic
costs through investment delays and
compliance uncertainty.

Key Points
e Interim Agreement vs Full FTA

o Interim framework: Political declaration
with phased commitments.

o FTA: Requires WTO consistency, defined
tariff schedules, rules of origin, and
dispute-settlement mechanism.

e Tariff Uncertainty as Economic Cost

o Acts as a “shadow tariff.”

o Leads to deferred exports, paused capex, and
inventory risk.

o Higher compliance burden for MSMEs.

e Rules Layer Determines Real Market Access

o Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT).

o Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) standards.

o Conformity assessment procedures.

o Digital trade and data governance norms.

e Energy-Trade Linkage

o Trade concessions being linked to India’s energy
diversification.

o India maintains energy security based on market
stability and macroeconomic considerations
(Economic Survey emphasis).

e Strategic Significance

o Reflects geopolitics influencing trade.

o Balancing trade expansion with strategic
autonomy.

Static Linkages

e Article 253 - Parliament’s power to implement
international agreements.

e WTO principles: Most Favoured Nation (MFN),
National Treatment.

e Article XXIV of GATT - Conditions for FTAs.

e TBT and SPS Agreements under WTO.

e Balance of Payments and Current Account Deficit
(NCERT Macroeconomics).

e Role of DGFT under Foreign Trade (Development
and Regulation) Act, 1992.

e Energy security and diversification (India Year Book;
Economic Survey).

Critical Analysis
Positives
e Phased negotiation prevents collapse of talks.
e Signals political intent to deepen India-US trade
ties.
e Allows gradual domestic adjustment in sensitive
sectors.
Concerns
e Ambiguity increases compliance risk.
e Potential pressure on energy sovereignty.
e Risk of non-tariff barriers limiting actual access.
e MSMEs face higher standards-related costs.

Way Forward

¢ Clearly define scope and exclusions of interim
agreement.

e Strengthen domestic standards ecosystem (testing
labs, certification).

e Provide MSME export facilitation and compliance
support.

e Separate trade negotiations from geopolitical
energy pressure.

e Ensure WTO consistency and transparent dispute-
resolution design.



A climate warning, to
India from Europe

HE EU's top global warming advisory body, the Euro-

pean Scientific Advisory Beard on Climate Change

(ESABCC), has called on the bloc's members to find

‘ways todeal with rising temperatures. The agency'sad-
vice toprepare foratemperature rise of about 2.8 degrees Celsius
by 2100 is particularly sobering. For decades, Europe’s climate
policy has focused on emissions reduction commitments. The
advisory, issued on Tuesday, acknowledges that mitigation must
beaccompanied by measures tobuild resilience against the worst
effects of awarming world. It is also a tacit recognition that the
Paris Pact’s ambition of limiting global warming to L5°C above
pre-industrial levels is increasingly out of reach.

Muost studies identify Europe as the fastest-warming conti-
nent. Floods, lethal heatwaves and devastating forest fires almost
every yearofthis decadeare wamnings that EU policymakers have
to find ways to save lives and protect livelihoods. Their counter-
parts in India face similar challenges. Extreme weather events
tend tomimoracrosscontinentsin terms of intensity and unpre-
dictability. That's why ESABCC’s recommendations to embed
climate resilience in initiatives across policy domains ring true
for planners across the world.

That said, the social and economic contexts within which me-
teorological phenomenaunfold are vastly different. EU nations
have effective early waming systems, and their social safety nets
arestronger compared to those in countries of the Global South.
Agriculture in EUcountriescontributes a far smallershareto GDP
and employs a significantly lower proportion of the population
compared to India. Planners in almost every part of the world
must balance the needs of coping with the climate with the im-
perativesof creating jobs, infrastructure and public services. How-
ever, in developing countries, policymakers have to protect vul-
nerable populations while continuing to lay the foundations for
economic prosperity. They may be better placed in one respect,
though. Much of Europe’s highways, buildings, rail tracks, water
and energy supply systemswere built fora stable climate, India’s
infrastructure development, in contrast, isstillawork in progress.
ESABOC swaming should, therefore, push planners toincorpor-
ateclimate resilience into development projects at the outset.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

e The European Scientific Advisory Board on
Climate Change (ESABCC) has advised
European Union member states to prepare for
a temperature rise of around 2.8°C by 2100.

e The advisory indicates that limiting warming to
1.5°C under the Paris Agreement is increasingly
difficult under current emission trajectories.

e Europe isidentified as the fastest-warming
continent according to World Meteorological
Organization assessments.

e The focus is shifting from only mitigation
(emission reduction) to strengthening
adaptation and climate resilience.

* The development is significant for India and
other developing countries facing increasing
extreme weather events.

Key Points
e Temperature benchmarks
o The 1.5°C and 2°C limits are measured
relative to pre-industrial levels (1850-1900
baseline).
e Mitigation vs Adaptation
o Mitigation: Reducing greenhouse gas
emissions.
o Adaptation: Adjusting systems to reduce
vulnerability and climate-related damages.

e FEurope’s climate trends

o Increased frequency of heatwaves, floods, and
wildfires.

o Infrastructure built for historically stable climate
conditions now faces stress.

e |ndia’s climate commitments (Updated NDCs, 2022)

o 45% reduction in emissions intensity of GDP by
2030 (from 2005 levels).

o 50% cumulative installed electric power capacity
from non-fossil fuel sources by 2030.

o Net-zero emissions target by 2070.

e [ndia’s institutional framework

o National Action Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC) -
8 missions.

o State Action Plans on Climate Change (SAPCC).
Disaster Management Act, 2005 and NDMA
guidelines on heatwaves and floods.

o National Infrastructure Pipeline incorporates
resilience planning.

e Economic dimension

o Agriculture employs around 45% of India’s
workforce (PLFS data).

o Climate shocks affect livelihoods, food security, and
rural income.

Static Linkages

e UNFCCC principle of Common But Differentiated
Responsibilities (CBDR-RC).

e Sustainable Development Goals: SDG 13 (Climate
Action), SDG 11 (Sustainable Cities).

e Disaster management cycle: Prevention - Mitigation -
Preparedness » Response > Recovery.

e Economic Survey emphasis on green growth and
climate vulnerability.

e Climate-resilient infrastructure through zoning laws,
risk mapping, and building codes.

Critical Analysis
Significance
e Realistic acknowledgment of warming trajectory.
e Emphasizes mainstreaming resilience across sectors.
e Encourages climate-proofing infrastructure planning.
Challenges
e Risk of reduced mitigation ambition.
e Adaptation finance gap for developing countries.
e Climate justice concerns due to historical emissions of
developed nations.
e Balancing growth, poverty reduction, and climate
resilience in developing countries.

Way Forward

e Integrate climate risk assessment in infrastructure
approvals.

e Strengthen early warning systems and forecasting
capacity.

e Promote climate-resilient agriculture (millets, crop
diversification).

e Improve urban planning with blue-green infrastructure.

e Enhance access to international climate finance and
operationalise Loss and Damage mechanisms.

e Align development strategy with long-term net-zero
pathway.



