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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

In 2024–25, researchers identified nearly 30
inscriptions in Tamil-Brahmi, Prakrit and
Sanskrit in tombs at the Valley of the Kings.
The inscriptions date between the 1st and 3rd
centuries CE.
They were documented across six tombs in the
Theban Necropolis.
Earlier evidence of Indian presence in Egypt
had emerged from excavations at Berenike.
The findings were presented at the
International Conference on Tamil Epigraphy
(2026).

Key Findings 
Languages found: Tamil-Brahmi (majority),
Prakrit, Sanskrit.
Nature of inscriptions:

Short graffiti-like name carvings.
Found alongside Greek graffiti.

Prominent name: “Cikai Korran” (appears
multiple times).

“Korran” linked to Tamil root korram
(victory).
Associated with Sangam-era warrior
terminology.

Other Tamil names: Kopān, Cātan, Kiran.
Parallel references:

Similar names found at Berenike.
Sangam text Purananuru mentions rulers
with similar names.

Indicates individuals from:
North-western India
Western India
Southern India (majority from Tamil region)

Static Linkages 
Tamil-Brahmi Script:

Derived from Brahmi.
Used in South India from 3rd century BCE
onward.

Indo–Roman Trade Evidence:
Periplus of the Erythraean Sea (1st century
CE) mentions Indian ports.
Roman coins found in Tamil Nadu
(Arikamedu, Karur).

Major Ancient Ports:
Muziris (Kerala coast)
Korkai

Trade Commodities:
Exports: Pepper, pearls, ivory, textiles.
Imports: Gold coins, wine, glassware.

Sangam literature describes “Yavanas” (foreign
traders).

Significance 
Strengthens archaeological proof of Indo–
Roman maritime trade.
Extends evidence beyond Red Sea ports into
Nile valley.
Demonstrates:

Long-distance mobility of Indian
merchants.
Cultural interaction and adaptation
(adoption of local graffiti practice).

Correlates literary sources (Sangam texts) with
material evidence.

Issues & Limitations
Inscriptions are brief — limited contextual
detail.
Cannot conclusively determine:

Whether individuals were traders, soldiers,
or travelers.

Dating based primarily on paleography (script
analysis).

Way Forward
Promote multidisciplinary maritime
archaeology.
Digitisation and documentation of Tamil-
Brahmi inscriptions globally.
Strengthen Indo-Egypt academic
collaboration.
Integrate findings into broader Indian Ocean
trade studies.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The U.S. amended its official joint statement
and factsheet on the India–U.S. Interim Trade
Framework.
Removed references to:

Pulses and certain agricultural products
Digital Services Tax (DST)
A binding Indian commitment to
invest/purchase $500 billion worth of U.S.
goods

Earlier wording triggered concerns in India
regarding:

Inclusion of sensitive agricultural items
Perception of binding large-scale purchase
commitments

U.S. Trade Representative also deleted a social
media post showing India’s official map
(including PoK and Aksai Chin).
U.S. officials stated India is reducing Russian
energy imports; India reiterated its policy of
diversification in national interest.

Key Points
India may reduce/eliminate tariffs on select
U.S. industrial goods.

Agricultural tariff concessions appear limited and
not across-the-board.
Language revised from “commitment” to “intends”
→ indicates non-binding formulation.
Energy dimension central to negotiations (oil, LNG,
coal).
Digital Services Tax references removed → indicates
ongoing negotiation sensitivity.
India maintains policy of diversified energy sourcing
amid global geopolitical tensions.
Crude oil import dependence: ~85% (Ministry of
Petroleum & Natural Gas).

Static Linkages
WTO’s Most Favoured Nation (MFN) principle.
Exception for FTAs under GATT Article XXIV.
Equalisation Levy introduced via Finance Act, 2016
& 2020.
Union List (Seventh Schedule) – Foreign trade and
commerce.
Strategic autonomy in Indian foreign policy.
Energy security concept (Economic Survey).
Agricultural protection through tariff policy.

Critical Analysis
Opportunities

Strengthens India–U.S. strategic economic ties.
Enhances energy diversification.
Potential access to advanced technology and
capital goods.
Supports Indo-Pacific economic alignment.

Concerns
Agricultural tariff cuts may affect farmer incomes.
Risk of trade imbalance widening.
External pressure on energy sourcing choices.
Ambiguity in communication may create diplomatic
friction.
Digital taxation sovereignty concerns.

Strategic Dimension
Balancing U.S. partnership with continued ties to
Russia.
Preserving policy space in agriculture and digital
economy.
Maintaining credibility in multilateral trade forums.

Way Forward
Adopt phased and sector-specific tariff
liberalisation.
Protect sensitive agricultural commodities.
Continue diversified energy sourcing based on cost
and security.
Ensure transparency in trade negotiations.
Strengthen domestic competitiveness before
deeper liberalisation.
Align digital taxation reforms with global OECD
framework while preserving fiscal autonomy.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

During the Union Budget debate, the Union
Finance Minister clarified that the Centre has
transferred 41% of the divisible pool of taxes
to States as recommended by the 15th Finance
Commission (2020–26).
Allegations were raised that increasing reliance
on cesses and surcharges was shrinking the
divisible pool.
The Finance Minister stated:

41% devolution has been made every year.
The CAG determines the net proceeds.
The 16th Finance Commission review found
no deviation from 15th FC
recommendations.

Total estimated transfer to States (2026–27):
₹25.44 lakh crore (including tax devolution +
grants + CSS).

Key Constitutional & Economic Concepts
1. Finance Commission

Constitutional body under Article 280.
Recommends:

Vertical devolution (Centre vs States)
Horizontal distribution (among States)
Grants-in-aid under Article 275

15th FC recommended:
41% of divisible pool (reduced from 42%
due to J&K reorganization).

2. Divisible Pool of Taxes
Defined under Article 270.
Includes:

All Union taxes except cesses and
surcharges.

Distribution based on Finance Commission
formula.

3. Cesses & Surcharges
Levied under Article 271.
Not shareable with States.
Increasing share in Gross Tax Revenue reduces
effective divisible pool (PRS data).

4. Role of CAG
Under Articles 148–151.
Certifies net proceeds of taxes for devolution
calculation.

Importance 
Core to Fiscal Federalism.
Linked to:

Cooperative Federalism
Vertical & Horizontal Imbalance
Government Budgeting
Centre–State Relations

Issues Involved
Concerns Raised

Rising share of cesses & surcharges.
Reduced fiscal autonomy of States.
Vertical imbalance:

Centre collects more.
States spend more (social sector, health,
education).

Government’s Position
41% of divisible pool transferred fully.
Cesses used for specific purposes.
Constitution permits such levies.

Static Linkages 
Article 268–281 – Distribution of revenues
Article 270 – Taxes levied and distributed
Article 271 – Surcharge
Article 275 – Grants-in-aid
Article 280 – Finance Commission
Article 266 – Consolidated Fund

Way Forward
Rationalise excessive use of cesses.
Strengthen Inter-State fiscal dialogue.
Improve States’ own tax capacity.
Enhance transparency in fiscal data.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

In February 2026, the Chief Minister of West
Bengal, Mamata Banerjee, appeared before the
Supreme Court of India during hearings
concerning the Special Intensive Revision (SIR)
of electoral rolls.
The SIR is being conducted by the Election
Commission of India (ECI) across multiple
States.
Petitions challenging the constitutional validity
of SIR were first filed in July 2025 (initially
relating to Bihar).
On February 9, 2026, the Court issued
procedural directions to mitigate hardships
but stated that no impediment to SIR would be
allowed across States.
The core constitutional question regarding the
scope of ECI’s powers remains undecided.

Key Issues Involved
1. Scope of ECI’s Powers

Article 324 vests superintendence, direction
and control of elections in ECI.
Representation of the People Act, 1950
permits “special revision” for any constituency
or part thereof.
Question: Does this allow blanket, state-wide
revisions without specific cause?

2. Burden of Proof
Earlier jurisprudence required:

Specific notice to individuals before
deletion.
Disclosure of reasons.

Present SIR allegedly requires all individuals to
re-establish eligibility.
Raises concerns about presumption of non-
citizenship.

3. Judicial Role
Court has passed administrative directions (e.g., on
documents).
Core constitutional validity yet to be decided.
Risk of “fait accompli” if exercise continues without
final adjudication.

4. Equality and Vulnerability
Documentation requirements disproportionately
affect:

Migrants
Women (post-marriage name change)
SC/ST communities
Urban poor

Raises Article 14 (equality) concerns.
5. Form 7 Misuse

Form 7 allows objections to inclusion of a voter.
Reports of mass objections in multiple States.
Potential for political misuse.

Relevant Legal Precedent
Lal Babu Hussein vs Electoral Registration Officer
(1995):

Deletion requires individual notice.
Reasons must be disclosed.
Mass suspicion without due process not
permissible.

Static Linkages 
Article 324 – Powers of ECI.
Article 326 – Universal Adult Suffrage.
Article 14 – Equality before law.
Article 21 – Due process and dignity.
Representation of the People Act, 1950 –
Preparation and revision of rolls.
Basic Structure Doctrine – Democracy and Judicial
Review.
Principles of Natural Justice – Audi alteram partem.

Critical Analysis
Arguments in Favour of SIR

Ensures purity and accuracy of electoral rolls.
Prevents duplication and fraudulent voting.
Falls within ECI’s constitutional mandate.
Essential for free and fair elections.

Concerns
Blanket revisions may exceed statutory authority.
Inversion of state–citizen relationship (citizens must
prove eligibility).
Disproportionate impact on marginalized groups.
Risk of disenfranchisement.
Judicial delay may legitimize executive action
without constitutional scrutiny.

Way Forward
Early constitutional adjudication by Supreme Court.
Strict compliance with individualized notice
requirement.
Transparent audit of deletions.
Safeguards against misuse of Form 7.
Uniform documentation norms.
Strengthened grievance redressal mechanism.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The Ministry of Statistics and Programme
Implementation (MoSPI) has revised the
Consumer Price Index (CPI) base year from
2012 to 2024.
The revision is based on the Household
Consumption Expenditure Survey (HCES)
2023–24.
CPI is the official inflation measure used under
India’s Flexible Inflation Targeting (FIT)
framework.
The revision reflects:

Structural changes in consumption
Rise of services and digital platforms
Urbanisation and income growth

Key Points for Prelims
CPI measures retail inflation at the consumer
level.
Calculated using the Laspeyres price index
formula (fixed base year weights).
Base year revision ensures:

Updated consumption basket
Revised weight structure

Greater weight to:
Services (education, healthcare, telecom,
transport)

Incorporates:
Online price data
Administrative data (fuel prices, rail fares,
PDS items)

CPI is used by:
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) for monetary
policy
Government for Dearness Allowance (DA)
adjustments

Static Linkages 
Inflation types: headline vs core inflation.
Difference between CPI and WPI.
Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) – 6
members.
Inflation Target: 4% ± 2% (as per amended RBI
Act, 1934).
Importance of base year in index numbers.
Role of National Statistical Commission in
statistical reforms.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Improves accuracy of inflation measurement.
Strengthens credibility of inflation targeting
regime.
Reflects digital and service-led economy.
Enhances global comparability.

Challenges
Rural consumption patterns may be
underrepresented.
Frequent revisions may affect long-term
comparability.
Data integration complexity.
Informal sector price capture limitations.

Way Forward
Ensure transparent methodology disclosure.
Improve rural and informal sector data
coverage.
Strengthen statistical capacity at state level.
Periodic (5–7 year) base revisions.
Integrate big data and digital platforms
responsibly.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Assam is scheduled to hold Assembly elections
in the coming months.
The State faces significant socio-economic
challenges:

Lower per capita income than national
average (Economic Survey).
Poor performance in health indicators
(NFHS).
Lower higher education enrolment ratio
(AISHE).
Persistent poverty (NITI Aayog
Multidimensional Poverty Index).

Public speeches by Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma targeting the Bengali-
origin Muslim community have sparked
controversy.
CPI(M)/CPI filed a petition before the Supreme
Court alleging:

Violation of constitutional provisions.
Promotion of communal hatred.
Breach of oath of office.

The issue raises questions regarding:
Hate speech jurisprudence.
Secularism.
Electoral integrity.
Role of constitutional functionaries.

Key Constitutional and Legal Provisions
Constitutional Provisions

Preamble – Secularism, Equality, Fraternity.
Article 14 – Equality before law.
Article 15 – Prohibition of discrimination.
Article 19(1)(a) – Freedom of speech.
Article 19(2) – Reasonable restrictions (public
order, morality, etc.).
Article 21 – Protection of life and dignity.
Article 38 – Promote welfare of the people.
Article 51A(e) – Fundamental Duty to promote
harmony.
Third Schedule – Oath of office of Chief
Minister.

Statutory Provisions
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023 – Offences
relating to promoting enmity between groups.
Representation of the People Act, 1951:

Section 123(3) – Appeal to religion is a
corrupt practice.
Section 125 – Promoting enmity during
elections.

Important Supreme Court Judgments
Amish Devgan v. Union of India (2020) –
Cumulative effect doctrine in hate speech.
Tehseen Poonawalla v. Union of India (2018) –
State accountability in preventing hate crimes.
Abhiram Singh v. C.D. Commachen (2017) –
Religion-based electoral appeals prohibited.
S.R. Bommai v. Union of India (1994) –
Secularism part of Basic Structure.

Core Issues
Whether political speech by constitutional
functionaries enjoys wider immunity.
Conflict between free speech and communal
harmony.
Role of judiciary in regulating hate speech.
Ethics in public life and constitutional morality.
Impact of identity politics on development-
oriented governance.

Static Linkages 
Basic Structure Doctrine.
Rule of Law.
Constitutional Morality.
Reasonable Restrictions.
Corrupt Practices in Elections.
Collective Responsibility.
Welfare State concept.
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Critical Analysis
Constitutional Perspective

Secularism and fraternity are constitutional
commitments.
Hate speech by a Chief Minister carries
enhanced impact due to control over police
machinery.
Oath of office demands impartial governance.

Governance Perspective
Polarisation may divert focus from:

Employment generation
Health infrastructure
Education access
Industrial growth

Electoral Perspective
Communal appeals undermine free and fair
elections.
Potential violation of RPA provisions.

Ethical Perspective
Violates principles of:

Impartiality
Integrity
Public trust
Compassion

Way Forward
Strict enforcement of hate speech provisions
under BNS and RPA.
Clear judicial guidelines on accountability of
constitutional functionaries.
Strengthening Election Commission’s
monitoring mechanisms.
Promote issue-based political campaigns.
Civic education on constitutional values.
Institutional reforms to fast-track hate speech
cases.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

India and the United States recently concluded
a “Framework for an Interim Trade Agreement”
to ease tariff tensions.
The US administration used tariffs as a
strategic tool, linking trade issues with broader
geopolitical concerns such as energy imports.
The agreement comes amid global realignment
involving the US, China, Russia, and BRICS.
Debate has emerged regarding transparency,
strategic autonomy, and the linkage between
trade policy and national security.

Key Points 
Trade policy increasingly functions as
economic statecraft (linking commerce with
strategic goals).
The US has used tariffs as leverage in bilateral
negotiations.
India termed the arrangement a “framework,”
indicating limited scope and evolving
negotiations.
Export-oriented sectors such as textiles,
pharmaceuticals, marine products, and gems &
jewellery may benefit.
Concerns exist regarding:

Possible geopolitical conditionalities (e.g.,
Russian oil imports).
Longevity and enforceability of
concessions.
Implications for India’s engagement with
BRICS and Global South.

Static Linkages 
Comparative Advantage (David Ricardo) –
Trade based on relative efficiency.

Strategic Autonomy – Core pillar of
India’s foreign policy.
WTO Principles – MFN (Most
Favoured Nation), National
Treatment.
Energy Security – Diversification of
energy sources (Economic Survey).
RCEP Withdrawal (2019) –
Protection of domestic industry.
Civil Nuclear Agreement (2005–08) –
Example of trade-security linkage
and parliamentary scrutiny.
Parliamentary Oversight – Executive
negotiates treaties; Parliament
debates policy implications.

Critical Analysis
Advantages

Prevents escalation into a tariff war.
Safeguards export-oriented
employment.
Maintains strategic partnership with
the US.
Reflects pragmatic diplomacy in a
multipolar world.

Challenges
Risk of perceived erosion of strategic
autonomy.
Ambiguity regarding geopolitical
conditionalities.
Short-term nature of the agreement.
Need for greater transparency and
parliamentary discussion.

Way Forward
Enhance export competitiveness
through logistics and PLI reforms.
Diversify trade partnerships (EU,
ASEAN, Africa).
Maintain diversified energy sourcing
strategy.
Strengthen institutional mechanisms
for trade negotiations.
Balance US partnership with BRICS
engagement.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The Cabinet Secretariat has introduced
performance scorecards for Union Secretaries.
Evaluation parameters include:

File disposal rate
Reduction in pendency
Expenditure management
Output delivery

Negative marking for lapses; limited
discretionary marking by Cabinet Secretary.
Concerns raised about exclusion of qualitative
parameters such as policy advice and
administrative foresight.

Key Points for Prelims
Around 100 Secretaries serve at the Centre;
majority from IAS.
Secretaries perform:

Policy formulation
Strategic advice to Ministers
Administrative coordination
Ensuring fiscal and legal viability of
proposals

Existing accountability mechanisms:
CAG (financial audit)
CVC (vigilance oversight)
Public Accounts Committee (PAC)
Estimates Committee

Article 312: Parliament can create All India
Services in national interest.
Civil servants function under doctrine of
collective ministerial responsibility.

Static Linkages 
Articles 309–311: Service conditions &
protections.
Article 312: Creation of All India Services.
Articles 315–323: UPSC provisions.
Permanent executive ensures:

Continuity in governance
Political neutrality
Federal cohesion

2nd ARC recommended:
Performance management systems
Results-Framework Documents (RFDs)
Outcome-based governance.

Critical Analysis 
Positives

Encourages time-bound disposal of work.
Promotes measurable accountability.
May reduce bureaucratic delays.
Aligns with outcome-based governance
reforms.

Concerns
Overemphasis on quantifiable output may
ignore:

Quality of policy advice
Administrative feasibility
Long-term policy impact

Risk of reducing Secretaries to implementation
agents rather than strategic advisors.
May discourage:

Dissent
Critical evaluation of flawed proposals

Institutional memory and continuity may
weaken.
Corporate-style KPIs may not fully suit
parliamentary governance model.

Way Forward
Blend quantitative metrics with qualitative
assessment.
Include parameters like:

Policy innovation
Inter-ministerial coordination
Crisis management

Protect space for reasoned dissent.
Link evaluation to long-term governance
outcomes.
Align reforms with constitutional ethos of
neutral and competent civil service.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the Issue

Growing discussion in public health and
education policy circles regarding chronotype
(biological sleep–wake preference) and its
implications for schools and workplaces.
Concerns over:

Early school timings conflicting with
adolescent biology.
Sleep deprivation among students and shift
workers.
Productivity loss due to rigid office timings.

Aligns with broader policy concerns of:
Human capital development.
Mental health burden in India.
Work-life balance in a 24×7 service
economy.

Key Concepts & Facts 
Chronotype: Individual’s natural sleep-wake
pattern (morning type, evening type,
intermediate).
Regulated by circadian rhythm, controlled by
the suprachiasmatic nucleus (SCN) in the
hypothalamus.
Circadian rhythm influenced by:

Light-dark cycle (primary zeitgeber).
Hormones such as melatonin.

Adolescents exhibit delayed sleep phase
(tendency to sleep and wake later).
Sleep deprivation associated with:

Reduced cognitive performance.
Increased mental health disorders.
Metabolic and cardiovascular risks.

India’s IT/BPO sectors operate in non-standard
timings due to global integration.

Static Linkages
Right to Health under Article 21 (Judicial
interpretation).
Article 47 – Duty of State to improve public
health.
Human capital theory – Education + Health as
productivity drivers.
NCERT Biology – Regulation of biological
rhythms.
Behavioural economics – Productivity linked to
cognitive efficiency, not duration of work.

Critical Analysis
Benefits of Chronotype-Sensitive Policies

Improved academic outcomes among
adolescents.
Better workplace productivity.
Reduction in stress and mental health burden.
Alignment with service-sector economic
structure.

Challenges
Administrative coordination in schools and
public offices.
Transport and infrastructure adjustments.
Cultural resistance to changing early-start
norms.
Risk of unequal implementation across regions.

Governance Perspective
Uniform timetables may not reflect biological
diversity.
Policy design must balance:

Efficiency.
Equity.
Feasibility.

Way Forward
Pilot projects for flexible school timings.
Encourage output-based evaluation in
workplaces.
Integrate sleep awareness in public health
campaigns.
Research-based policymaking through NITI
Aayog and Health Ministry data.
Balance institutional uniformity with biological
diversity.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

Opposition MPs have submitted a notice for a
no-confidence (removal) motion against the
Speaker of the Lok Sabha.
Allegations include:

Restricting debate during the Motion of
Thanks on the President’s Address.
Suspension of Opposition MPs.
Interpretation of Rules seen as
discouraging discussion.

The issue raises questions about:
Neutrality of the Speaker
Functioning of Parliament
Role of Opposition in a parliamentary
democracy

Constitutional & Procedural Framework
Article 93 – Lok Sabha shall choose a Speaker
and Deputy Speaker.
Article 94(c) – Speaker may be removed by a
resolution passed by a majority of all the then
members of the House (effective majority).
14 days’ notice mandatory before moving the
removal resolution.
During consideration of removal motion, the
Speaker does not preside.
Speaker’s powers include:

Presiding over proceedings.
Interpreting Rules of Procedure.
Deciding disqualification under the Tenth
Schedule.
Certifying Money Bills (Article 110).

Important Rules 
Rule 373 – Withdrawal of a Member.
Rule 374 – Naming and suspension.
Rule 374A – Automatic suspension for grave
disorder.
Suspension is distinct from expulsion (which
requires separate resolution).

Historical Perspective
Removal motions against Speakers have been rare
and unsuccessful in independent India.
Indicates:

High threshold due to majority requirement.
Political nature of such motions.

Institutional Significance
Speaker is:

Guardian of House’s dignity.
Protector of minority rights in Parliament.
Key authority in maintaining order.

Neutrality is a constitutional convention (though
not explicitly mandated).

Issues Analysis
1. Shrinking Space for Debate

Decline in time spent on legislative scrutiny.
Fewer Bills referred to Department-related
Standing Committees (PRS India data in recent
years).

2. Suspension of MPs
Raises concerns about:

Balance between discipline and dissent.
Impact on representation of constituencies.

3. Political Strategy
Removal motion is symbolic when numbers favor
ruling party.
May signal institutional breakdown rather than
negotiation.

Linkages with Static Polity Concepts
Parliamentary form of government → Executive
accountable to Legislature.
Collective responsibility (Article 75).
Anti-Defection Law (Tenth Schedule).
Separation of powers (functional, not strict).
Conventions vs written provisions in parliamentary
democracy.

Way Forward
Strengthen parliamentary committees for deeper
scrutiny.
Ensure fair time allocation for Opposition (UK model
reference).
Codify neutrality norms for presiding officers.
Greater transparency in suspension and disciplinary
actions.
Promote structured debate over disruption.
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