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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context

The Union Government has notified
amendments under the Information
Technology Act, 2000.

The amendments mandate prominent labelling
of photorealistic Al-generated content.
Takedown timelines for unlawful content have
been reduced to 2-3 hours (earlier 24-36
hours).

Non-compliance may lead to loss of safe
harbour protection under Section 79.

States can now appoint multiple authorised
officers to issue takedown orders.

Key Provisions
1. Definition of Synthetic Content

Audio, visual or audio-visual content:
o Artificially created or modified using
computer resources.
o Appears real and indistinguishable from
real persons or real-world events.

2. Mandatory Labelling

Platforms must:

o Seek user disclosure if content is Al-
generated.

o Proactively label such content if disclosure
is not provided.

Non-consensual deepfakes must be removed.

3. Takedown Timeline

3 hours: Content declared illegal by a court or
government.

2 hours: Non-consensual nudity and
deepfakes.

4. Safe Harbour (Section 79)

Intermediaries are protected from liability only
if:

o They exercise due diligence.

o They comply with government rules.
Failure to comply can result in loss of
immunity.

Constitutional and Legal Linkages

Article 19(1)(a) - Freedom of speech and
expression.
Article 19(2) - Reasonable restrictions.

Article 21 - Right to privacy.
Doctrine of proportionality.
Intermediary liability principle.

Critical Analysis
Advantages

Addresses deepfakes and Al-driven
misinformation.

Protects dignity and privacy of individuals.
Enhances accountability of social media
platforms.

Strengthens digital governance framework.

Concerns

Risk of over-censorship due to short
compliance window.

Executive takedown powers without prior
judicial scrutiny.

Compliance burden on smaller platforms.
Ambiguity regarding what constitutes
“prominent” labelling.

Federal concerns due to multiple state-level
authorised officers.

Way Forward

Clear operational guidelines for labelling
standards.

Transparent and accountable takedown
procedures.

Independent or judicial oversight mechanism.
Standardised Al watermarking protocols.
Robust grievance redressal mechanism.
Periodic review through multi-stakeholder
consultation.



Opposition MPs submit notice seeking removal of Om Birla as LS Speaker

Sandeep Phukan
Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

Opposition parties belong-
ing 1o the Indian National
Developmental, Inclusive
Alliance (INDIA) on Tues-
day submitted a notice to
the Secretary-General of
the Lok Sabha, sceking the
removal of Speaker Om
Birla for allegedly conduct-
ing the business of the
House in a "blatantly parti-
san” manner.

The notice 1o bring a re-
solution for the removal of
the Speaker cited four
specific reasons, including
not allowing Leader of the
Opposition Rahul Gandhi
to complete his speech on
the Motion of Thanks to

the President on February
3

“This is not an isolated
instance. The Leader of the
Oppaosition in the Lok Sab-
ha is almosi invariably not
allowed to speak,” the not-
ice said. The notice, with
nearly 120 signatures, was
submitted to Lok Sabha Se-
cretary-General Utpal Ku-
mar Singh by Congress
chief whip K. Suresh and
whip Mohamed Jawed on
behall of several Oppeosi-
tion parties, including the
Congress, Samajwadi Par-
1y, and Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (DME). Howev-
1, the Trinamool Congress
did not sign the notice,

Soon after the submis
sion of the notice against
the Speaker, the Opposi-

tion agreed to let the
House function.

The discussion on the
Budget started in the se-
cond halfl of the day. Mr.
Gandhi is likely o take part
in the discussions
TOMIOITOW,

Mr, Birla has directed
the Secretary-General to
take appropriate action of
“examining and process-
ing" the notice, according
to the rulbes, sources said.

At beast twe Lok Sabha
members have to sign the
notice to move a resolution
for the removal of the
Speaker and a2 minimum of
14 days’ notice has to be gi-
ven before the resolution
can be taken up by the
House,

Under Article 94C of the

By mawve: Congress leaders Mallikagun Kharge and Rakul Gandhi
with fleor leaders of INDUA bloc parties in Hew Delhi on Tuesday, aMi

Constitution, the Speaker
can be removed from of
fice by a resolution passed
by the House through a
simple majority. Article 96
of the Constinntion allows
the Speaker to respond to

the notiee for removal but
the charges against her/
him will have o be
specific,

*We, the undersigned,
hereby give notice of a re-
solution for the removal of

Shri Om Birla from the of
fice of Speaker Lok Sabha,
in terms of the provisions
of Article 94(c) of the Con-
stitution of India, because
of the blatanily partisan
manner in which he has
been conducting the busi-
ness of the Lok Sabha,” the
notice said. “On several oc-
casions, leaders of Opposi-
tion parties have just not
been allowed to speak,
which is their basic demo-
cratic right in Parliament.”

‘Arbltrary suspenslon’

Apart from Mr. Gandhi's
speech, the notice said thae
on February 3, eight Oppo-
sition MPs were “arbitrari-
Iy suspended” for the en-
tire Budget session and
were  “"being penalised

merely for exercising their
demaocratic rights”,

On February 4, a BJP MP
was permitted to make
“whaolly objectionable and
personalised attacks™
against two former Prime
Ministers, withouwt being
reprimanded even once
for disregarding esta-
blished conventions and
norms of propriety, the
notice said, referring 1o
Nishikant Dubeys re-
marks.

“In spite of our request,
no action has been taken
against this particular MP,
who is a habitual offender,”
it said.

Referring o the Speak-
er's statement that he had
“concrete  information®
that Congress members

might move towards Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
seat and carry oul “some
unexpected act™, the not-
fce termed these remarks
“blatantly false allega-
tions™ and his decision to
make these observations
from his Chair as “indica-
tive of an abuse of this con-
stitutional office”.

“While we hold the
Speaker, Lok Sabha, in per-
sonal regard, we are
pained and anguished at
the manner in which he
s conslstently prevented
opposition  members of
Parliament from raising is-
sues of legitimate public
concern,” the notice said,

WOMN'T CHAIR HOUSE: BIRLA
»PAGES

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

e Members of the Opposition bloc submitted a notice
seeking the removal of the Lok Sabha Speaker,
alleging partisan conduct during House
proceedings.

e The notice cited:

o Curtailment of speech of the Leader of the
Opposition during the Motion of Thanks.

o Suspension of Opposition MPs during the
Budget Session.

o Allowing allegedly objectionable remarks by a
ruling party MP.

e The notice was submitted under Article 94(c) of the
Constitution.

e As per constitutional requirements, a minimum 14
days’ notice must be given before the resolution
can be taken up.

e The Speaker directed the Secretary-General to
examine and process the notice as per Rules of
Procedure.

Key Constitutional and Procedural Provisions

e Article 93 - Lok Sabha shall choose two members as
Speaker and Deputy Speaker.

e Article 94(c) - Speaker may be removed by a
resolution of the House passed by a majority of all
the then members of the House.

e Article 96 -

o Speaker has the right to speak and participate in
removal proceedings.

o Speaker cannot preside over the sitting when
such resolution is under consideration.

e Majority Required - Majority of “all the then
members” (effective majority).

e Notice Requirement - Minimum 14 days prior
notice.

e Presiding Officer during Removal Motion — Deputy
Speaker or another member as per Rules.

e Suspension of MPs - Governed by Rules 374 and
374A of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of
Business in Lok Sabha.

Static Constitutional Linkages

e The Speaker is:
Final authority on interpretation of House rules.
Guardian of privileges of the House.
Certifying authority for Money Bills (Article 110).
Adjudicating authority under the Tenth Schedule
(Anti-Defection Law).

O O O O

¢ The office symbolizes:
o Institutional neutrality.
o Continuity of the House.
e Removal mechanism reflects:
o Parliamentary sovereignty.
o Principle of accountability of constitutional
functionaries.

Critical Analysis
Issues Involved
e |nstitutional Neutrality
o Allegations of partisan functioning affect credibility
of Parliament.
e Balancing Order vs Dissent
o Speaker must ensure discipline without suppressing
opposition voices.
e Discretionary Powers
o Certification of Money Bills and disqualification
decisions already place the Speaker under scrutiny.
e Majoritarianism vs Minority Rights
o Parliamentary democracy requires protection of
opposition space.
Constitutional Safeguards
e Removal process ensures accountability.
e Speaker cannot preside during removal motion.
e Effective majority requirement prevents frivolous
attempts.
Democratic Concerns
e Repeated disruptions reduce productivity of
Parliament (PRS India reports declining sittings in
recent years).
e Suspension as a disciplinary tool must remain
proportionate.
e Perception of bias weakens public trust in legislative
institutions.



The approaching Al surge, its global consequences
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
CONTEXT OF THE NEWS

* Rapid expansion of Artificial Intelligence (Al),
especially Large Language Models (LLMs),
globally.

* Intensifying technological rivalry between the
United States and China in Al capabilities.

e At the World Economic Forum, Canadian Prime
Minister Mark Carney described the global
order as undergoing a “rupture”.

e Growing concerns about militarisation of Al,
autonomous weapons, Al-enabled cyber
warfare, and institutional unpreparedness.

e [ndia asserting its position as an Al power
through policy initiatives and digital public
infrastructure.

KEY POINTS
1. Al as a Transformational Technology
e Comparable in scale to the Industrial
Revolution.
e Capable of replicating language, reasoning, and
decision-making.
* Cross-sectoral impact: governance, defence,
healthcare, finance, judiciary.
2. Al and Geopolitics
e Al emerging as an instrument of statecraft.
* Weaponisation of supply chains,
semiconductor dominance, compute power.
e Push for “Al sovereignty” and national Al
stacks.
3. Militarisation of Al
* Deployment of Al-enabled drones in Russia—
Ukraine conflict.

castions shont the use of Al in court proceedings,  Wiorkd War Uleaine s sespome has demonstrated

¢ Shift from manned to unmanned and autonomous
systems.

e |ncreased role of cyber warfare and electronic warfare
integration.

e Asymmetric warfare: low-cost Al tools offset
conventional military superiority.

4. Emerging Risks

e Autonomous lethal weapons systems.

e Drone swarms and Al-driven terror threats.

e Al hallucinations affecting judicial processes.

e Deepfakes and misinformation undermining
democracy.

e Concentration of Al power among few
corporations/states.

STATIC LINKAGES
e Balance of Power theory in international relations.
e Concept of deterrence in strategic studies.
e Dual-use technology in defence doctrine.
e Article 21 - Right to Life (Al in surveillance and warfare).
e Separation of powers - Al in judiciary.
e Precautionary principle in technology governance.
e Ethical governance and accountability mechanisms.

CRITICAL ANALYSIS
Advantages
e Enhances productivity and economic growth.
e Improves defence preparedness and strategic
capabilities.
e Enables predictive governance and crisis management.
e Strengthens digital economy and innovation
ecosystems.
Challenges
e Risk of autonomous lethal systems beyond human
control.
e Cyber vulnerabilities and digital warfare escalation.
e Democratic erosion through misinformation.
e Regulatory vacuum and weak global Al governance.
e Ethical dilemmas in judicial and administrative reliance.
Stakeholder Concerns
e Military establishments: strategic advantage vs
escalation risk.
e Judiciary: reliability and accountability.
e Corporations: innovation vs regulation.
¢ Developing countries: digital divide and Al dependency.

WAY FORWARD

e Develop comprehensive Al regulation with risk-based
approach.

e Promote global norms on autonomous weapons (via UN
platforms).

e Strengthen cyber security architecture and Al audit
frameworks.

e Investin sovereign Al infrastructure and semiconductor
ecosystem.

e Build ethical Al standards and judicial safeguards.

e Promote international cooperation on Al governance.

e |ntegrate Al literacy in education and civil services
training.



Fighter push — HALS experience with private enterprise

' air force requires three verticals 1o
operate in synchromy for its operational
punch - a weapons nventory mare

patent than its adversay's, professional

prmmne] |u1wwltnmuu|nnsywemud
pply

in time and of requisite quality.

ﬂrfﬂﬂﬂﬂwwrtfo'lluoftk Indian Alr

Force ks a mix of and western machines,

with rhemdlm‘mus?u‘.\shwhlmllnduﬂan

Aeronsuics Limited (HAL) 2 new entrant. The

repair and overhaul of every fighter jet,

frrespective of its orfgin, halsodomhym\L
making the task of India’s sobe afrcrafi

manufactuser immense, s order book s

ing and, with a typical ‘government’

wark culture, its output in terms of imely
delivery and qunlii) has been adversely
Inchuding by the C
Auditor General. So, medsi reports that the
development comtract for fve mumo{
India’s Advanced Medium Combat
(AMCA) would be awarded mnﬂcoﬁllmurtmc
players (HAL has been left out) — thereby creating
a second aircraft manufacturer - should be
welcome mews except that there are some serious.
professicnal issues that need to be thought
through while the decision-making is cngoéng.

and

The cotn|

Here are six macro poi
consideration, First, the three private entithes
despite being top industrial players) can be
considered star- MDSBSMMNMDMWS
complexities of buikding a small;!dn a hrlkwm
airframe or aerospace parts cannot be compared
0 the expertise requined to make and test a fifth
Gen fighter protatype.

Second, taking Iusroryasamlldt the HF-24
Marut was desigmed by HAL'S Alreraft Design
Burean and produced on its shop floor. Thus,

[Prototype construction, ﬂqm testing,

that deserve

£

were all undler one roof, HAL did the series

production and provided lifetime spares support;
projects such as the trainer aincraft HT-2 and

HUT16 were similar, The Tejas Is hybrid as 2 large

madifications take place. Even a8 prototypes
begin to iy, the manufacturing ecosystem begins
o get established - with tooks jigsand

mashinery ] lon as

pan of its design is by the

sethg phuce i Thisisa

e it :mmm1=

morm i Teear

Bahadur

5.2 retined i Viee
Marshal and a foemer
Addtinal Direstor
General of the Centre
Far A Pavwer Stadins

The
development of
India’s
Advanced
Medium Combat
Adreraft will test
private
Imdbustry’s ability
o match HAL'S
instinional

Agency

(ADA) whi i
pmduc\len and Efetime support rests with HAL.

Singular control
Sinoe HAL arsd ADA xre govermment age
there is an cl:mmtnfslrwublmnlm]b}'th
Ministry of Defence. In the AMCA case, however,
with the design agency (ADA} under the

i bur the executor a private entity,
whao would have ownership over the project
luring prototype mmganddurbupmﬂuulon?

Third, HAL has developed the requisi
, Tigsand pmdl.(don!xﬂldm

mewddmdsmumd arouid Rangahore.
The IAF has contributed extensively to flight
Resting, with its et airerew sharing the workload
and personnel moving on deputation. With the

brlhcm_kpnvﬂncrl!)m
source land, construct hangars and install i

lora
Gen fighter. In Eact, would a private player sink in
mondes when the contract would be fof just fve
mrototypees, and there is no assured production
«eal that s wisible?

Fifth, it takes a year to train test aircrew and a
few more 1o make them experienced encugh to
start testing a futuristic prototype. India has a
simgle test pilots school that can cater to a limited
mumber of rrainess. The private entity would
mequire many from the wond go.

Fially, the ADA, its Natsonal Flight Test Centre
and the LAFs testing establishmens are all located
at HAL airport, Bengaluru, It makes eménent
sense that the private entity also sets up office In

IAF'S Aireraft Hlmg

i il uises the existing airfield

phase of all
aireraft had mmnmllln!usnnofmuwls
Far Tejas, a full-flecged Mational Flight Test
Centre was established at ADA, with expensive
and sophigticabed equipment for prototype
teting. Mary DRDO kabs specialising in adonics
electronic warfane are also situated in a

n.Ht_nuammlpm,m Hr!rls
o matter how

outlandish it sounds. Can some part of HAL'S

enarmous real estate, hangarage and sebect

Hacilities finchuding for flight testing) at Ber

b co-opted for the private entity? HAL has been

uilt with public money and, with its

10kilometre radins of HAL's airfield i u
‘Winald the private entity for AMCA put in the
Thuge swmss of moncy requined for similar
m!m!rnnllrrﬂa new place for research and
nel the manufac

time mquuvd can well be imagined.

Fousth, in any aircraft development plan, there

are professional differences which get reshed
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

What is the Issue?
¢ [ndiais developing a 5th-generation stealth J
fighter aircraft — AMCA (Advanced Medium J
Combat Aircraft).

* |tis being designed by the Aeronautical
Development Agency (ADA).

e Traditionally, aircraft manufacturing has been
done by Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL).

during p

study underway, it is only right that

The  The issue of location

‘Which brings us to the location of the production
factory. ﬂrldcaoflorllrumtcﬂr

muixinll\elxﬂsalmﬂ bﬂwyat
Vadodara, Gujara. Production of the AMCA must
bclnﬂk‘hlmcrlmd well conmected to, and not

far from, Indias mecca of aviation — HALs
engalury sirficld,

3. Governance Confusion

* Now, the government is considering giving the J
prototype development contract to a private J
company, instead of HAL.

Why is this Important?

AMCA is a strategic national project because:
It will replace aging fighter aircraft.
It strengthens India’s air power and
deterrence.

* [treduces dependence on foreign suppliers. o

e |t supports Aatmanirbhar Bharat in defence.

Core Issues in Simple Terms

1. Experience Problem

e HAL has 80+ years of aircraft manufacturing o

experience.
* Private companies have limited experience in

building full fighter aircraft.

e bth-generation fighters involve stealth,
advanced engines, and sensor fusion.

2. Infrastructure Challenge
e Aircraft development needs:

o Testing facilities

o Flight test centres
o Special manufacturing tools

e Most of this ecosystem exists around
Bengaluru (HAL-ADA-IAF testing units).
e Creating a new ecosystem elsewhere is costly

and time-consuming.

Design is by ADA (government).
Manufacturing may be by private entity.
Questions arise:

o Who owns intellectual property?

o Whois responsible for delays?

o Who handles lifetime maintenance?

4. National Security Dimension

Fighter aircraft production is sensitive.
Strategic infrastructure should ideally be in
secure hinterland areas.

Why Government May Want Private
Participation?

HAL has a heavy order book and past delays.
To break monopoly and improve efficiency.
To build a broader defence industrial base.
To encourage competition and innovation.

What is the Larger Debate?
This is about balancing:

Efficiency vs Experience

Private sector dynamism vs Public sector
legacy capacity

Speed vs Strategic control



New beginnings

The end of START should prompt
discussions on wider and equal terms
n February 5, 2026, the ‘New' Strategic
0 Arms Reduction Treaty (START) expired.
A symbol of an clder era in global geo-
politics, where the U.5. and the then Union of So-
wiet Socialisr Republics were engaped in an esca-
Lating spiral of one-upmanship such as ‘westing’
mammoth nuclear weapons and space races,
START represented a pivetal shift in how they ap-
proached mclear competition — from unlimdted
accumulation towards negotiated reduction. 1t
emerged from decades of arms control efforts
and aktered the trajectory of the Cold War's final
years. The nuclear arms race that dominated ihe
Cold War sw both superpowers accumulate
massive arsenals. By the 19805, they each pos-
sessed over 10,000 strateghc nuchear warheads -
the LS. with a lopsided advantage. Earlier arms
cantrol measures such a5 the Strategic Arms Lim-
iations Talks, in the K70s, attempted to limit the
growth of these arsenals, but were focused on
capping mimbers rather than reducing them.
START | negotiations began in 1982 and proved
complex, The treaty was not signed until July
1991, just manths before the Soviet Union’s col-
lapse. it represented the first agreement between
thie superprwers to actually reduce strategic nu-
clear arsenals rather than merely Hmit their
growth, The treaty required each side to cut stra-
teggic warheads to 6,000 and reduce delivery sys-
temns proportionally, This was a signi sym-
bolic and practical achiovement - each country
would have roaghly 30% fewer warhieads than ex-
isting agr d. Later agr
bulle on START'S framework and reduced de-

playabile warheads to 1,700-2,200 a side, and the
Mew START Treaty (20100 limited each sde to
1,550 deployed strategic warheads. Each repre-
sented further progress down from Cold War
peaks. The New START, with its 15-year lifespan,
ought to have been replaced with more ambi-
tious cutcomes. But given that global geopolitics
g into i ;

ilis earill systems and 1 for terri-
tories - §t is unsurprising that arms-moe doc-
trimest too will be resuscitsted. US. President Do-
nald Trump has stated that any fumure arms
comtrol must inchude China, given its growing nu-
clear stockpile, signalling that the LS. will nat be
bound by limits if cther major powers (such as
China) are free to build up theirs. The end of
START may have serious consequences for global
agn such as the Non: iferation Treaty
and the Comprehensive NuckearTest-Ban Treaty.
They are both noble in theory but the first is dis-
eriminatary in the way it seeks 1o rid the world of
nuclear weapons. The end af START is an oppor-
runity o restart discussion on more equal terms.,

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News
e Onb5 February 2026, the New START Treaty
between the United States and Russia expired.
* |t was the last surviving bilateral nuclear arms
control treaty between the two largest nuclear
powers.
e Signed in 2010 (Prague) and enforced in 2011,
it was extended once in 2021 for five years.
* [ts expiry occurs amid:
o Deterioration of US-Russia relations
(Ukraine conflict backdrop)
o Rise of China’s nuclear capabilities
o Erosion of Cold War-era arms control
architecture
e Raises concerns regarding the future of:
o Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT)
o Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty
(CTBT)
o Strategic stability in Eurasia and Indo-
Pacific

Key Provisions of New START
e Limited each side to:
o 1,550 deployed strategic nuclear warheads
o 700 deployed ICBMs, SLBMs & heavy
bombers
o 800 deployed & non-deployed launchers
combined
* Provided:
o On-site inspections (up to 18 annually)
o Data exchanges & notifications

o Verification regime (transparency
mechanism)
e Built upon:
o Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (START ) -
Reduced warheads to 6,000 each.
o Moscow Treaty (2002) - 1,700-2,200
operational warheads.
Nuclear Weapons: Current Global Scenario (SIPRI
Estimates)
e Total global warheads: ~12,000+
e Russia & USA: ~90% of total stockpile.
* China: Rapid expansion (estimated >400 and
rising).
¢ |ndia: ~160-170 (Credible Minimum Deterrence
doctrine).
e Pakistan: ~170-180.
Why Expiry is Significant?
e End of Verification Mechanisms
* - No legally binding caps or inspections
between US & Russia.
e Risk of Quantitative and Qualitative Arms Race
e - Hypersonic weapons, MIRVs, tactical nuclear
weapons.
e Weakening of Global Disarmament Norms
e —Undermines Article VI of NPT.
e Shift from Bipolar to Multipolar Nuclear Order
e - Growing role of China.
e Impact on Middle Powers
e - Strategic recalculations in Europe and Indo-
Pacific.

Static Linkages
* Deterrence theory & Mutually Assured
Destruction (MAD)
e Balance of Power in International Relations
e Article VI of NPT - Disarmament obligation
¢ |India’s Nuclear Doctrine (2003): No First Use
(NFU), Credible Minimum Deterrence
e CTBT - Not in force due to non-ratification by
key states
e |AEA safeguards mechanism
Implications for India
* |Increased instability in Eurasian region.
* Potential spillover into Indo-Pacific strategic
competition.
e Pressure for inclusion of China in arms control
may affect India indirectly.
* |India’s long-standing position: Universal, non-
discriminatory nuclear disarmament.
India is not a signatory to NPT due to its
discriminatory structure (recognition based on 1
Jan 1967 cut-off).



Critical Analysis
Positives of START Framework
e [nstitutionalised strategic restraint.
e Reduced Cold War arsenals significantly.
e Promoted transparency and predictability.
* Lowered accidental escalation risks.
Challenges Post-Expiry
e Trust deficit between major powers.
* Rise of new technologies not covered under
old treaties.
e China’s reluctance to join trilateral
negotiations.
e Absence of enforcement in multilateral
disarmament bodies.
* Weaponisation of outer space & missile
defence systems.

Way Forward
* Revive US—-Russia strategic stability dialogue.
e Broaden negotiations to include emerging
nuclear powers.
e Update arms control architecture to include:
o Tactical nuclear weapons
o Hypersonic systems
o Al-enabled military systems
e Strengthen NPT review mechanism.
e Promote confidence-building measures in
Indo-Pacific.
e Support gradual, time-bound universal nuclear
disarmament (India’s stand).




Takaichi’s triumph

Japan should go beyond conservatism
and adopt an inclusive agenda

anae Takaichi's landslide victory in Japan's
February 8 snap election marks one of the
most striking political comebacks in its re-
cent history. The Liberal Democratic Party (LDF)
wom 316 of 465 seats in Parliament’s lower house,
delivering its strongest post-swar performance.
‘When Ms. Takaichi became Japan's first woman
Prime Mindster in October 2025, the LDP, which
Thas led Japan for all but four years since 1955, was
reeling from back-to-back electoral setbacks and
internal scandals. The party had just lest s ma-
Jority in the House of Councillors, the upper
house, raising doubts about its ability to govern,
Her immediate challenge was to quickly reverse
the LDPs declining fortunes and secure a clear
mandate for herself. A conservative nationalist
closely aligned with the late former Prime Minis-
ter Shinzo Abe, she advanced a distinetly Trum-
pian agenda with Japanese characteristics. She
pledged to erack down on immikgration and stand
up to China's military and economic influence in
the region. Her government proposed to make it
tougher for foreigners to become citizens and al-
prospecti o leamn Japa-
nese. She withdrew an unpopular fuel tax and
promised more tax cuts. Ms. Takaichi stated that
Japan could militarily intervene in the event of a
Chinese attack on Taiwan, provoking Beijing to
impose restrictions on Japanese seafood imports

and limits on critical minerals exports (o Japan,
While her victory as the first woman Primee Mi-

nister is historic, it is shaped by a paradox: the
conservative ideology that defines her politics.
She has made repeated visits to the controversial
Yasukuni shrine. She opposes same-sex mar-
riage, and many supporters have urged her to
amend the Constitution to remove the pacifist
clauses, Although Ms, Takaichi enjoys warm ties
with .S, President Donald Trump, she also faces
pressure from Washington to move towards a
more militarised security posture. But if Ms. Ta-
kalchi uses the huge mandate to remilivarise Ja-
pan and adopt a more muscular foreign policy,
she risks placing herself on the wrong side of his-
tory. Post-war peace helped Japan rebuild an eco-
nomy by conflict and dh ically im-
prove living standards. Rather than issuing
provocative statements that rigk imperilling Ja-
pan's economic ties with its largest trading partn-
er, she should return to the country's long-stand-
ing position of studied amblguity over Taiwan
and prioritise regional stability, Her focus should
b on revitalising the economy and addréssing
social challenges, including an ageing popula-
tion, stagnant wages and persistent gender in-
equality. The supermajority that she now com-
mands offers her an opportunity to move beyond
rigid conservatism and pursue a more pragmatic
and inclusive agenda rooted in pacifism,

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

On 8 February 2026, Japan held snap elections
to the Lower House (House of
Representatives).

The ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) won
316 out of 465 seats, securing a strong
majority.

Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi consolidated her

authority after assuming office in October
2025.

She is ideologically aligned with former PM
Shinzo Abe.

Her campaign emphasised:

o Tougher immigration and citizenship
norms.

o Constitutional revision debates (Article 9 -
pacifist clause).

o Stronger stance against China, including
possible intervention in Taiwan
contingencies.

China responded with trade measures,
including curbs on seafood and critical mineral
exports to Japan.

Key Points for Prelims

Japan follows a parliamentary system under
the 1947 Constitution.
The National Diet is bicameral:
o House of Representatives (Lower House)
o House of Councillors (Upper House)

Article 9 renounces war and prohibits
maintaining “war potential.”
Japan maintains Self-Defense Forces (SDF)
through constitutional reinterpretation.
Japan is a member of:

o Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad)

o G7
Chinais Japan’s largest trading partner.
Japan faces demographic challenges:

o Ageing population

o Low fertility rate

o Labour shortages

Static Linkages

Written constitutions may contain entrenched
pacifist clauses.

Bicameral legislatures can produce divided
mandates affecting executive stability.
Constitutional amendment procedures in rigid
constitutions require special majorities.

Trade interdependence creates strategic
vulnerabilities.

Demographic transition impacts economic
growth and social security burdens.

Strategic autonomy involves balancing
alliances with national interests.

Critical Analysis
Pros

Strong mandate ensures political stability.
Enables decisive policymaking and potential
constitutional reforms.

Enhanced deterrence against Chinese
assertiveness in East Asia.

Strengthened U.S.-Japan security
cooperation.

Removal of unpopular fuel tax may stimulate
domestic demand.

Supply chain diversification may strengthen
resilience.

Historic milestone: First woman Prime
Minister.

Opportunity to enhance women’s participation
in governance.

Concerns

Supermajority may encourage aggressive
constitutional revision.

Risk of erosion of Japan’s pacifist identity.
Open stance on Taiwan may escalate regional
tensions.

Risk of economic retaliation from China.



Trade dependency on China creates
vulnerability.

Militarisation could divert resources from
social welfare.

Opposition to same-sex marriage may limit
social reforms.

Restrictive immigration policy may aggravate
labour shortages.

Implications for India

Stronger Japan may reinforce the Indo-Pacific
security architecture, benefiting India’s
strategic interests.
Supply chain diversification presents
opportunity for India in:

o Critical minerals

o Manufacturing

Increased regional tension could destabilise
the broader Indo-Pacific, affecting India’s
maritime interests.

Way Forward

Maintain strategic ambiguity on Taiwan to
prevent escalation.

Balance defence modernisation with
constitutional commitments.

Diversify trade and critical mineral sources.
Address demographic crisis through calibrated
immigration and labour reforms.

Focus on economic revitalisation and gender
inclusion.

Promote ASEAN-centred regional diplomacy
for stability.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the Issue
e |ndia-US interim trade framework includes
reference to “economic security alignment.”
e Focus areas include:
o Supply-chain resilience
o Export controls
o Investment screening (inbound &
outbound)
o Addressing “non-market policies” (implicit
reference to China)
* Reflects global shift from hyper-globalisation
to geoeconomic competition.
e Trigger factors:
o US-China rivalry
o COVID-19 supply chain disruptions
o Russia-Ukraine war and energy
weaponisation

Meaning of Economic Security
* [ntegration of economic policy with national
security.
e Treating trade, technology, capital flows and
supply chains as strategic assets.
* Reducing dependence on geopolitical rivals.
* Promoting domestic manufacturing and
technological self-reliance.
e Using tools like:
o Export controls
o Investment reviews
o Industrial subsidies
o Strategic sanctions

India-US Convergence Areas
e Reducing overdependence on Chinain
manufacturing.
e Diversifying critical mineral supply chains.
e Cooperation in semiconductors and emerging
technologies.

¢ Building trusted supply-chain networks.
¢ Enhancing resilience against economic
coercion.

Russia Dimension

e Russiaimportant for:
o Discounted crude oil
o Defence supplies
o Energy and mineral resources

¢ India balancing:
o Short-term energy security
o Long-term access to US and Western

markets
e Strategic autonomy being tested in a polarized
geoeconomic order.

Strategic Implications for India
* Economic policy increasingly linked to foreign
policy.
* Neutrality becoming difficult in US-China
geoeconomic rivalry.
¢ Shift from “non-alignment” to issue-based
alignment.
e Greater emphasis on:
o Manufacturing competitiveness
o Technological capacity
o Supply chain integration

Challenges
¢ Volatility in US trade and technology policies.
¢ Risk of overdependence on one economic bloc.
¢ Incomplete domestic structural reforms.
e Limited semiconductor ecosystem.
e Critical mineral vulnerabilities.
e Potential impact of stricter investment
screening.

Way Forward

e Accelerate domestic reforms (land, labour,
logistics).

e Expand semiconductor manufacturing
capacity.

e Develop strategic mineral reserves.

e Diversify FTAs beyond a single bloc.

¢ |nstitutionalize supply-chain risk assessment.

e Maintain calibrated multi-alignment strategy.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

Stuart Russell, Professor at the University of
California, Berkeley, has called for a temporary
moratorium on the development of Artificial
General Intelligence (AGI) until robust safety
frameworks are ensured.

His remarks were made ahead of the India Al
Impact Summit, amid increasing global debate
on Al governance.

Concerns arise due to:

o Al systems allegedly encouraging harmful
behaviour (including self-harm cases in the
us).

o Experimental findings suggesting Al
systems may prioritise self-preservation.

o Lack of scientifically provable safety
mechanisms in advanced Al models.

Globally:

o Bletchley Park Al Safety Summit (2023)
hosted by the United Kingdom initiated
coordinated global discussion.

o The European Union Al Act (2024)
introduced risk-based Al regulation.

In India:

o The Union Cabinet approved the IndiaAl
Mission (2024) with 10,372 crore outlay.

o Focus on Al compute infrastructure,
skilling, startups, and responsible Al.

Key Points

Artificial General Intelligence (AGI):
o Hypothetical Al capable of performing any
intellectual task that a human can do.
o Unlike Narrow Al (current Al systems).
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Core Concern:
o Al systems must align exclusively with human
interests.
o Riskof:
= Autonomous decision-making against human
welfare.
= Cybersecurity breaches.
= Bioweapon assistance.
= Self-replication and loss of control.
Regulatory Challenges:
o Difficult to “prove” Al safety.
o Companies argue excessive regulation may
hinder innovation.
o Governments face economic incentives (Al
investments, jobs, infrastructure).
India’s Approach:
o “Al for All” principle (NITI Aayog, 2018).
o Responsible Al framework under development.
o Emphasis on digital public infrastructure
(Aadhaar, UPI, ONDC).

Static Linkages

Article 21 - Right to Life (includes digital safety
under judicial interpretation).

Precautionary Principle — Applied in environmental
governance; relevant for Al risk regulation.

IT Act, 2000 - Intermediary liability and due
diligence.

Ethics in Governance:

o Accountability.

o Publicinterest.

o Technological responsibility.
Scientific Temper (Article 51A(h)) -
societal responsibility.

Lessons from regulation of:
o Nuclear technology.
o Biotechnology and gene editing.

Balanced with

Critical Analysis
Arguments for Strong Regulation

Prevents catastrophic misuse.

Protects fundamental rights (privacy, dignity, life).
Builds public trust in Al adoption.

Aligns with precautionary governance model.

Arguments Against Excessive Regulation

May slow innovation and competitiveness.
Over-regulation could push Al development
underground.

Global coordination is difficult (regulatory
arbitrage).

Ethical Dimensions

Moral responsibility of Al developers.

Corporate influence over public policy.

Conflict between profit maximisation and public
safety.

Accountability gap: Who is responsible for Al harm?



+ WILDLIFE

Tigers far away from home: A mixed bag for wildlife conservation
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Innran Siddiqul of the Hydersbad Tiger
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‘Why do tigers travel such long
distances?

Dispersal is natural for the tiger: a soli-

igr

When surplus tigers from “source™ re-
serves reach low-tiger-density areas, fresh
pene flow revitalises isolated populations.
Dispersal routes popular with tigers indl-
cate the potential for developing and pro-
recting new habitars and corridors so that
the big cat may reclaim lost ground.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

What is the Issue?

* Recently, tigers from Maharashtra (especially
from Tadoba-Andhari Tiger Reserve in
Chandrapur) travelled more than 600 km into
Andhra Pradesh and Telangana.

This shows:
o Rising tiger population in some reserves
o Movement of tigers through human-
dominated areas
o Growing concerns of human-wildlife
conflict

Why Do Tigers Travel Long Distances?
(A) Natural Behaviour
e Tigers are solitary and territorial animals.
* When young males grow up, they must leave
their mother’s territory.
e They search for:
o New territory
o Mates
o Food
(B) High Population in Source Areas
e Some reserves have high tiger density.
* When space becomes limited, young tigers are
forced to disperse.
e This is called source-sink dynamics:
o Source » High population reserve
o Sink » Low-density area receiving new
tigers

Why is Dispersal Important?
Positive Effects
1.Improves Gene Flow
o Preventsinbreeding
o Strengthens tiger population
2.Shows Conservation Success
o Reflects success of Project Tiger
3.Helps Expand Tiger Range
o Tigers recolonise new forests

Why Are Officials Worried?
(A) Human-Tiger Conflict
e Tigers moving through:
o Villages
o Farms
o Highways
* Risk of:
o Livestock killing
o Human attacks
o Retaliatory killing of tigers
(B) Limited Space in Reserves
* Many reserves are near their carrying capacity.
e Captured tigers cannot easily be relocated.

Way Forward

e Protect and develop wildlife corridors.

¢ Use radio-collaring and monitoring systems.

e Ensure fast compensation for livestock loss.

* Promote community awareness and
participation.

* Adopt landscape-level conservation instead of
isolated reserves.

Conclusion

e Tiger dispersal is a natural and positive
ecological process showing conservation
success. However, without proper corridor
protection and conflict management, it may
increase human-wildlife conflict.

e Balancing ecological expansion with human
safety is essential for sustainable tiger
conservation in India.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

¢ [ndia recently concluded a trade arrangement
with the United States, resulting in Indian
textile exports facing an 18% tariff.

e Bangladesh secured a 19% reciprocal tariff
deal with the US.

e The US committed to creating a mechanism
allowing certain Bangladeshi textile and
apparel goods to receive zero reciprocal tariff,
subject to:

o Import of U.S.-produced cotton and man-
made fibre (MMF).

* Bangladesh also committed to:

o Import $3.5 billion agricultural products.
o Import $15 billion energy products over 15
years.

e The development has implications for:

o India’s textile competitiveness.
o Cotton value chains.
o India-Bangladesh bilateral relations.

Key Points for Prelims
* Bangladesh is the second-largest textile
exporter globally after China.
e Textile sector is labour-intensive, contributing
significantly to employment (Economic
Survey).

e Even 1% tariff difference is crucial due to narrow profit
margins.

e Bangladesh’s zero-tariff mechanism is conditional
(input-linked).

e Bangladesh is pursuing FTA negotiations with the EU.

¢ India had earlier terminated transhipment facility for
Bangladesh’s exports.

e Bangladesh is set to graduate from LDC status,
affecting trade preferences.

Static Linkages

e GATT Article XXIV » Permits Free Trade
Agreements/Customs Unions.

e WTO principle of Most Favoured Nation (MFN) and its
exceptions.

e Rules of Origin under trade agreements.

e Comparative Advantage (Ricardian theory).

e Value chain integration in global trade.

e Act East Policy and Northeast connectivity.

e |LDC graduation and loss of trade preferences.

e Production Linked Incentive (PLI) Scheme for MMF
textiles.

e Trade Facilitation Agreement (WTO).

Critical Analysis
Economic Dimension
e Tariff differential reduction reduces India’s price
competitiveness.
e Zero tariff for Bangladesh (conditional) may reverse
India’s advantage.
e Potential decline in India’s cotton yarn exports to
Bangladesh.
e MMF-focused policy shift in Bangladesh may challenge
India’s cotton-dominant export mix.
Strategic Dimension
e Trade diplomacy used as geopolitical leverage.
e Bangladesh balancing India, US, and China.
e Strained India-Bangladesh ties may affect regional
integration.
Sectoral Dimension
e Textile sector:
o Employs large informal workforce.
o Key to women employment.
o Crucial for export diversification.
Policy Concerns
e QOverdependence on tariff concessions rather than
productivity gains.
e Need for technology upgradation and scale efficiency.
e Risk of trade diversion.

Way Forward
e Accelerate India—EU FTA negotiations.
e Deepen value addition in MMF textiles.
e Enhance cotton productivity (National Cotton Mission).
e Strengthen Rules of Origin safeguards.
e Diversify export markets.
e Improve logistics under PM Gati Shakti.
e Strategic diplomatic engagement with Bangladesh.
e Promote integrated textile parks (PM MITRA Scheme).



