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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The Supreme Court of India examined the
legality and methodology of the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls
conducted in West Bengal.
The Court questioned the Election Commission
of India over the use of restrictive software
tools that flagged “logical discrepancies” in
voter data.
Concerns were raised regarding mass issuance
of notices to electors for minor inconsistencies
such as name variations and family details.
The Court extended the claims-and-objections
deadline and clarified the limited role of micro-
observers in the SIR process.

Key Points
“Logical discrepancies” included:

Minor name/surname variations
Omission of middle names
Parent–grandparent age gaps
Large family size indicators

Around 1.4 crore electors flagged; nearly 70
lakh issued hearing notices.
Even voters mapped to 2002 electoral rolls
were reportedly issued notices.
Supreme Court:

Extended SIR claims deadline by one week
beyond February 14
Directed State DGP to submit affidavit on
allegations of violence at verification
centres
Allowed deployment of 8,505 additional
personnel

Micro-observers:
To assist only
No authority to decide inclusion/exclusion
of voters

Final authority rests with Electoral Registration
Officers (EROs).

Static Linkages
Article 324: Superintendence, direction and
control of elections
Article 326: Universal adult suffrage
Representation of the People Act, 1950:
Preparation and revision of electoral rolls
Principles of Natural Justice in administrative
action
Use of technology in governance and public
administration

Critical Analysis
Positives

Ensures accuracy and integrity of electoral
rolls
Identifies duplicate and fraudulent entries

Concerns
Risk of disenfranchisement due to rigid
algorithmic filtering
Cultural and linguistic diversity not
reflected in software logic
Excessive burden on genuine voters

Governance Issue
Over-dependence on technology without
adequate human discretion
Federal friction between constitutional
authority and State machinery

Way Forward
Adopt risk-based scrutiny instead of blanket
flagging
Incorporate regional and linguistic diversity in
verification tools
Strengthen role of EROs with local knowledge
Ensure proportionality and due process in roll
revision
Periodic audit of digital tools used in electoral
processes
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Opposition MPs proposed initiating a
resolution for removal of the Lok Sabha
Speaker alleging partisan conduct during the
Motion of Thanks debate.
Issues cited include denial of speaking
opportunity to the Leader of Opposition,
suspension of Opposition MPs, and alleged
inaction on objectionable remarks by a ruling
party MP.
The development has coincided with repeated
adjournments and disruption of Budget
discussions, leading to a parliamentary
impasse.

Key Points
Constitutional Provision: Article 94(c) allows
removal of the Speaker by a resolution of the
Lok Sabha after minimum 14 days’ written
notice.
Majority Required: Simple majority of
members present and voting.
Presiding Officer: Speaker does not preside
over proceedings related to own removal.

Role of Speaker: Maintains order, decides
admissibility of motions, interprets rules, and
safeguards parliamentary privileges.
Suspension of MPs: Governed by Rules 373,
374 and 374A of Lok Sabha Rules of Procedure.
Motion of Thanks: Key parliamentary device for
accountability; wide-ranging debate on
government policies.

Static Linkages
Speaker envisaged as impartial constitutional
authority (Constituent Assembly Debates).
Parliamentary conventions from the UK stress
political neutrality of the Chair.
Internal autonomy of Parliament under
separation of powers.
Second Administrative Reforms Commission
on ethics and institutional integrity.

Critical Analysis
Concerns Raised

Perceived erosion of neutrality of the
Speaker’s office.
Frequent suspensions affecting
deliberative role of Parliament.

Counter-Concerns
Risk of politicising a constitutional post.
Continued disruptions weaken legislative
oversight and Budget scrutiny.

Institutional Impact
Prolonged deadlock undermines public
trust and parliamentary efficiency.

Way Forward
Codify conventions ensuring Speaker’s
neutrality and transparent reasoning of
decisions.
Strengthen role of Rules Committee and
Business Advisory Committee for consensus-
building.
Adopt graded disciplinary measures to
minimise suspensions.
Encourage dialogue between Chair and floor
leaders to ensure smooth functioning.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

Researchers have identified a new species of
dragonfly, Lyriothemis keralensis, from Kerala.
The discovery highlights India’s rich but under-
documented insect biodiversity, especially in
the Western Ghats region.

Key Facts 
Scientific name: Lyriothemis keralensis
Location: Varapetty near Kothamangalam,
Ernakulam district, Kerala
Habitat:

Vegetated pools and irrigation canals
Shaded pineapple and rubber plantations

Seasonal visibility:
Adult stage: Southwest monsoon (May–
August)
Remainder of the year: Aquatic larval stage

Distinct features:
Sexual dimorphism
Males: Bright blood-red with black
markings
Females: Yellow, bulkier, with black
markings

Scientific Significance
Misidentified for over a decade as Lyriothemis
acigastra (earlier believed restricted to
northeast India).
Correct identification achieved through:

Microscopic examination
Comparison with museum specimens
Differences in abdomen shape, anal
appendages, and genitalia

Emphasises the importance of taxonomic
research in biodiversity conservation.

Conservation Concerns 
Majority of populations lie outside the
protected area network.
Species depends on human-modified
landscapes (plantations, canals).
Vulnerable to:

Changes in land use
Pesticide use
Drainage of water bodies

Broader Issues & Static Linkages
Western Ghats: Global biodiversity hotspot
with high endemism.
Insects as bioindicators:

Dragonflies indicate freshwater ecosystem
health.

Conservation beyond protected areas:
Aligns with landscape-level conservation
approach.

Supports India’s commitments under:
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD)
Kunming–Montreal Global Biodiversity
Framework

Way Forward 
Promote biodiversity-sensitive plantation
management.
Integrate conservation into agricultural
landscapes.
Strengthen taxonomic capacity and funding for
lesser-known species.
Include insects in biodiversity monitoring and
environmental impact assessments.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Rapid expansion of digital platforms, OTT
streaming, social media and AI-driven profiling.
Emergence of a global economy where human
identity, behaviour, emotions and social
relations are monetised.
Increasing relevance of data economy,
surveillance capitalism, and platform
dominance.
Linked to debates on privacy, ethics,
regulation of Big Tech, and digital rights.

Key Points
Human identity and social interactions are
becoming economic assets.
Platforms extract behavioural data from
personal stories, preferences and networks.
Shift from industrial capitalism to data-driven
capitalism.
Rise of OTT platforms and influencer economy
monetising personal narratives.
Algorithms shape consumption, opinions, and
cultural trends.
Blurring of boundaries between private life and
market space.
“Local stories” increasingly curated for global
consumption.

Static Linkages 
Right to Privacy recognised as a
Fundamental Right (Article 21).
Data as a factor of production in the digital
economy.
Ethical concerns related to human dignity
and autonomy.
Role of technology in social change and
cultural transformation.
Platform-based gig and creator economy
as part of new employment patterns.
Principles of informed consent and
accountability in governance.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Greater individual visibility and expression.
Democratization of content creation.
New economic opportunities in digital
sectors.
Inclusion of marginal and local voices.

Negatives
Loss of privacy and constant surveillance.
Exploitation of personal data without full
consent.
Psychological stress due to self-branding
pressures.
Cultural homogenisation.
Concentration of power with few global
platforms.

Governance Challenges
Regulatory lag behind technology.
Weak enforcement of data protection.
Cross-border data control issues.

Way Forward
Effective implementation of data
protection laws.
Transparent and accountable use of
algorithms.
Strengthening digital literacy and
awareness.
Competition regulation for Big Tech
platforms.
Ethical AI frameworks.
Protection of cultural diversity and
individual dignity.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

India has assumed the Chairmanship (2026) of
the Kimberley Process (KP).
KP is a multilateral initiative to curb trade in
conflict diamonds used to finance armed rebel
groups.
The Kimberley Process Certification Scheme
(KPCS) was operationalised in 2003.
KP currently has 60 participants representing
86 countries.
Covers ~99.8% of global rough diamond
production.

Key Points
Conflict Diamonds: Rough diamonds used by
rebel groups to undermine legitimate
governments.
KPCS Mechanism:

Trade permitted only among KP-compliant
participants.
Each consignment must carry a KP
Certificate issued by exporting country.
Mandatory sharing of diamond production
and trade statistics.

Major Producers:
Angola, Botswana, Canada, Congo,
Namibia, Russia → >85% of global
production.

India’s Role:
Not a producer but largest importer (~40%
of global rough diamond imports).
World’s leading cutting and polishing hub
(Surat, Mumbai).
Re-exports polished diamonds to USA, UAE,
Hong Kong, Israel, China.

KP Structure:
Tripartite system: Governments + Industry
+ Civil Society.

Key Criticisms:
Narrow definition of conflict diamonds.
Excludes state-sponsored violence,
human rights abuses, environmental
harm.
Consensus-based decision-making
allows political veto.

Static Linkages
Multilateral institutions and global
governance mechanisms (NCERT Polity).
International trade regulation and
certification systems (Indian Economy).
Resource governance in Africa (India Year
Book).
Technology in governance – e-certification,
blockchain (Second ARC, Digital India).
Sustainable Development Goals: Poverty
reduction, decent work, responsible
consumption.

Critical Analysis
Strengths

India’s strategic position enables leadership
in global diamond governance.
Scope to modernise KP through digital
certification.
Capacity-building approach preferable to
punitive embargoes.
Potential alignment with SDGs and
community development.

Challenges
Resistance to expanding definition of
conflict diamonds.
Weak enforcement due to consensus-based
veto system.
Limited capacity in African producer
countries.
Risk of increased smuggling if reforms are
coercive.

Way Forward
Form technical working group on violence
and human rights risks.
Introduce blockchain-based, tamper-proof
digital KP certificates.
Establish regional KP technical hubs in
African producer regions.
Encourage independent audits and public
release of granular KP data.
Strengthen civil society participation within
KP framework.
Align KP outcomes with livelihood and
community development goals.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Prime Minister Narendra Modi undertook a 24-
hour official visit to Malaysia (Kuala Lumpur) in
early 2026.
Visit aimed at resetting India–Malaysia
relations after diplomatic strains in 2025.
Earlier cancellation of Malaysia visit in 2025
due to India’s participation in the ASEAN
Summit.
Strains arose due to:

Malaysian PM’s remarks on Pahalgam terror
attack
Call for India–Pakistan dialogue and de-
escalation
Offer of mediation and hosting Pakistan PM
in 2025.

Visit resulted in MoUs and joint statement,
signalling diplomatic course correction.

Key Points
Joint statement unequivocally condemned
terrorism, including cross-border terrorism.
Agreement on:

Counter-terrorism cooperation
Intelligence and information sharing

Coordination at United Nations and Financial
Action Task Force (FATF).

MoU on semiconductors:
Cooperation between IIT Madras Global and
Advanced Semiconductor Academy of Malaysia.

Expansion of cooperation in:
Trade and investment
Defence
Energy
Digital technologies

Contentious issues (e.g., Zakir Naik) deliberately
kept out of public discourse.
India merely “noted” Malaysia’s aspiration to join
BRICS.
Malaysia to attend BRICS Summit as partner
country (Indonesia is full member).
Visit reaffirmed India’s commitment to ASEAN
despite focus on FTAs with EU and U.S.

Static Linkages
Act East Policy: Strategic, economic and cultural
engagement with Southeast Asia (MEA).
ASEAN Centrality: Core principle of India’s Indo-
Pacific outlook.
AITIGA: ASEAN–India Trade in Goods Agreement (in
force since 2010).
FATF: Global body combating money laundering and
terror financing.
India Semiconductor Mission: Supply chain
resilience and technology self-reliance.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Diplomatic reset strengthens India’s position in
Southeast Asia.
Clear articulation on cross-border terrorism aligns
Malaysia closer to India’s stance.
Semiconductor cooperation supports Make in India
and supply-chain diversification.
Strategic silence on contentious issues prevented
diplomatic escalation.

Challenges
ASEAN concerns over India’s AITIGA criticism and
summit-level disengagement.
Trade deficit issues remain unresolved.
Malaysia’s balancing between India, China and
Islamic world may limit alignment.

Way Forward
Fast-track AITIGA review with safeguards for Indian
industry.
Institutionalise India–Malaysia strategic dialogue.
Expand cooperation in green energy, critical
minerals, digital public infrastructure.
Ensure consistent high-level participation in ASEAN-
led mechanisms.
Strengthen people-to-people and educational
exchanges.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

The Reserve Bank of India issued Lending to
MSME Sector (Amendment) Directions, 2026.
Aim: Improve access to formal credit for Micro
& Small Enterprises (MSEs) with limited
collateral.
Announced by RBI Governor Sanjay Malhotra.

Key Provisions
(a) Enhancement of Collateral-Free Loan Limit

Earlier limit: ₹10 lakh
Revised limit: ₹20 lakh
Banks cannot insist on collateral security for
loans up to ₹20 lakh to MSEs.

(b) PMEGP-Specific Provision
All units financed under Prime Minister
Employment Generation Programme (PMEGP):

Eligible for collateral-free loans up to ₹20
lakh

PMEGP is administered by Khadi and Village
Industries Commission (KVIC).

(c) Optional Enhancement up to ₹25 Lakh
Banks may increase collateral-free limit up to
₹25 lakh:

For MSEs with good repayment record
Subject to bank’s internal policy

(d) Credit Guarantee Coverage
Banks may avail coverage under Credit
Guarantee Scheme for MSMEs (CGTMSE).
Purpose: Risk sharing and encouragement of
collateral-free lending.

(e) Clarification on Gold and Silver
If borrower voluntarily pledges gold or silver:

It will not be treated as violation of
collateral-free norms.

Banks cannot compel such collateral.

Objectives of the Measure
Improve last-mile credit delivery
Promote entrepreneurship and self-
employment
Reduce reliance on informal moneylenders
Strengthen financial inclusion of MSEs

Static Linkages 
MSEs are part of the MSME sector, which:

Contributes ~30% to GDP
Is a major source of employment and
exports

Linked with:
Priority Sector Lending (PSL)
Atmanirbhar Bharat
Inclusive growth strategy

Challenges
Higher credit risk for banks
Possibility of NPAs if appraisal is weak
Need for strong monitoring and credit
assessment

Way Forward
Shift towards cash-flow based lending
Use of GST, digital transaction data
Strengthen CGTMSE and borrower financial
literacy
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

India and the United States announced a
framework agreement on trade and economic
cooperation.
The framework is not a Free Trade Agreement
(FTA) but a broad, non-binding arrangement.
It follows prolonged trade frictions, tariff
disputes, and sanctions-related pressures.
The agreement is positioned as part of India’s
evolving trade and strategic engagement with
major powers.

Key Points
The agreement:

Does not ensure full tariff reciprocity.
Includes expectations of large-scale Indian
purchases of US goods.
Allows renegotiation but embeds
asymmetric leverage.

The tariff structure:
India reduces tariffs on select items.
The US retains higher tariff flexibility on
Indian exports.

Strategic context:
Russia–Ukraine conflict.
US–China rivalry.
Global supply chain realignments (China-
plus-one).

Static Linkages 
Principle of reciprocity in trade agreements.
Concept of strategic autonomy in foreign
policy.
Use of sanctions and tariffs as instruments of
economic statecraft.

Defence procurement and external
dependence.
WTO norms: non-discrimination and fairness.

Critical Analysis
Positive Aspects

Potential restoration of Indian export
competitiveness.
Improved access to the US market.
May support supply chain diversification.
Signals policy continuity towards trade
openness.

Concerns
Non-reciprocal nature undermines equal
partnership.
Purchase commitments may:

Distort industrial policy.
Constrain defence and energy choices.

Risk of external pressure influencing foreign
policy decisions.
Weakens India’s bargaining position in future
negotiations.
May erode strategic autonomy in practice.

Way Forward
Ensure reciprocity in tariff concessions.
Avoid rigid purchase obligations.
Strengthen domestic manufacturing
competitiveness.
Maintain diversified strategic and trade
partnerships.
Subject major trade commitments to
parliamentary scrutiny.
Anchor agreements in multilateral, rule-based
frameworks.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

A fatal accident occurred in Noida (Sector 150)
where a vehicle fell into a deep, water-filled
construction pit along a main road.
The incident highlighted systemic failures in
urban planning, road safety norms, land-use
regulation, and governance accountability.
The area is part of planned urban
development, not an unauthorized settlement.
The pit belonged to an abandoned real estate
project with multiple basement excavation.
The site lies close to the Hindon river
floodplain.

Key Points
Sudden road geometry change from four-lane
to two-lane with sharp turn.
Absence of crash barriers and warning signage.
Non-adherence to IRC road design standards.
Sale/allotment of land in floodplain-adjacent
area.
High groundwater table led to water
accumulation in basement pit.
Lack of site fencing and hazard mitigation.
Delay in emergency rescue response.
Diffused responsibility among planning
authority, road department, developer, police,
and disaster response agencies.

Static Linkages
Master Planning and Zonal Planning – NCERT
Geography (Urbanisation)
Road safety standards – Indian Road Congress
(IRC)
Floodplains as ecological buffers – NCERT
Physical Geography
Groundwater–river interaction – NCERT
Geography
Disaster preparedness – NDMA Guidelines
Doctrine of Public Trust – Indian Polity
Accountability in public administration – ARC
Reports

Critical Analysis
Gap between urban planning and on-ground
execution.
Weak enforcement of technical standards.
Environmental concerns ignored in real estate-
driven urban growth.
Fragmented institutional responsibility.
Ethical failure in ensuring citizen safety.
Reactive governance instead of preventive
regulation.

Way Forward
Mandatory compliance with IRC and CRRI
norms.
Prohibition of deep basements in floodplain
and high water table zones.
Periodic safety audits of urban infrastructure.
Clear fixation of accountability among
agencies.
Mandatory fencing and monitoring of
abandoned construction sites.
Integration of hydrological mapping in urban
planning.
Strengthening urban disaster response
mechanisms.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Post-Independence, India inherited a colonial
administrative system designed for control,
not democratic service delivery.
Successive reforms aimed to convert the
bureaucracy into a development-oriented and
accountable “steel frame”.
Major reform milestones include:

Constitutional provisions ensuring
neutrality and continuity of services.
First Administrative Reforms Commission
(1966) focusing on structure and efficiency.
Second Administrative Reforms
Commission (2009) emphasising
performance, ethics, and citizen-centric
governance.
RTI Act, 2005 enhancing transparency and
accountability.

Recently, the Cabinet Secretariat introduced
administrative scorecards for Secretaries and
central departments.
Scorecards assess performance out of 100,
focusing on:

File disposal
Outputs/activities
Expenditure on schemes and capital
expenditure

Key Points
Scorecards introduce quantifiable and
standardised performance assessment.

Aim to reduce subjectivity in evaluating senior
civil servants.
Part of broader governance reforms such as:

Mission Karmayogi
Digitisation and e-Office systems
PRAGATI
Lateral entry at senior levels

Focus on outcomes aligns with results-based
governance.
Attempts to institutionalise accountability
beyond political discretion.

Static Linkages
Indian Constitution: Articles 309–311 (civil
services safeguards).
ARC Reports: Performance appraisal,
accountability, and citizen-centric
administration.
Economic Survey: Importance of capital
expenditure for long-term growth.
Indian Polity (NCERT/Laxmikanth):
Bureaucracy as a permanent executive.
Ethics in governance: Performance with
integrity and public interest.

Critical Analysis
Positive Aspects

Enhances measurability of administrative
performance.
Encourages timely decision-making and faster
implementation.
Supports fiscal discipline through focus on
expenditure efficiency.
Reduces arbitrariness in evaluations.

Concerns
Risk of mechanical compliance (tick-box
approach).
Over-emphasis on quantitative indicators may
ignore policy quality.
Departments may prioritise scores over
substantive outcomes.
Cultural resistance within entrenched
bureaucratic systems.

Way Forward
Combine scorecards with qualitative
assessments and peer review.
Link evaluation outcomes with training and
capacity building, not only incentives.
Periodic revision of indicators to reflect policy
complexity.
Incorporate citizen-centric outcomes and
service delivery indicators.
Maintain balance between accountability and
bureaucratic autonomy.
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