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‘Restrictive’ software tools used for SIR: SC

Court extends deadline for Bengal's SIE, calls
for clarification on the allegations of viclence

Krishnadas
NEW DELH]

e Supreme Coun

o Moy sabd the

Hection  Cominis-
s (ECH was using “very
restrictive™ soltware toals,
& beast in e special inten-
shve sevisian (SIR) exercise
in West Bengal, with scam
inderance for “natral” dif-
ferences and Incomnsisten:
ches comemonly foand in bn-
dia, induding Bengali
households.

“Tooks applied by wou in
yeur software appear 1o
very redirictive tools. They
are eliminating parural dif
ferences. Surmanes are of
variows  forms: Roy’,

*Ray”... There i a commn,
practioe of “Kumar” belng 2
middle name @ Bengali
households. Now, if there
is an omissdon of "Komar®,
notice is ghen™ [ustice
Joymabya Bagchi asked the
ECs eounsel, senior lnvyer
Dama Seshadii Maich.

Senior brayer Shyam Di

wan, for Chief Minister Ma
mata Banetpee, submitied
that af the nearly 14 erore
people who came under
Ehe “lorgical discrepancies”
category, 70 lakh were
called 1o explain minog
parities in their names of
e SETATE.

Logieal discrepancied
Inchuded mame mismatch-
e, Inconsistencies in the
age gaps of their parents
and  grandparents  and
even persons with six chil:
dren were called for hear-
fng. He sald all these clec
tors were ks hearing
notices  despite  being
mapped, that i, they could
b eruced 1o the 2002 elec-
coral roll,

The Bench beaded by
Chief Justice of India (1
Surya Kant asked the pall
body 10 extend the dn
dline for the chims-and-
chjections phase of the
West Bengal Sk for a week
beyond the current dea-
dline of Febmuary 4.

The Bench funther &

70 lakh people called for hearings over minor
disparities in names, says counse] for State

Clearing the ai

Bareh Basded by Chig
s ol

Laie Calbi &8 nilabes oF entluithon

recied the 5tate's Director
Gerseral of Police (DG 1D
file a personal affidavis,

wsasld oty auchet the EROL, nd willnat

ol
weturs I the liaall elactorsl roll of tha s2ats | 7 I

s sty sk o Benl
M\ﬁ-r_eeln-\t'u umplsa

nerjee dusing her personal
appearance before it on
the February 4 hearing. for
SIR work.

The court abo darified
that g h

at SIR vertfication cen

The oourt asked 1hc EC
10 temporarily deploy a
fresh batch of 8,505 per-
sonmvel provided by the
State government, on the
basis of an assuranse given
to the Bench persomally by
Chiefl Mirister Marmata Bi-

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

e The Supreme Court of India examined the
legality and methodology of the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls

conducted in West Bengal.

e The Court questioned the Election Commission

whose appointment had
drawn cbiection from the
Sate, would anly assist the
Electoral Registration 0f
ficers (EROs). It would be
solely up o the EROs to
take a final decision on in-
clusion or exchesion of vo-
terd from the firal electoral

roll of ithe State.

The eoian said the poll
By could deploy suitatile
oibcers from the fresh
baseh for dusies a5 EROs
and Assigant Elecoral Re
gstration Officers (AERDS),
The remxining could be
made o work along with
micro-obierven o ass
In e scrutiny of
documents.

The hearing  com-
menced with Mr. Divan
submitting that micro-ob-
servers were supsrsedi
EROs and AERDs 10 dechde
the fate of elecions on the
voters® list. Senior adwo
caie A.M, Singhnd, for ihe
“West Bengal governmen,
sald micro-observers were
drawn from Central go
wemament services and pu
blic sector undr.‘chkulg
with no ground knowhedge
of West Bengal or its
idiosyncrasies.

~They just ran a mrrrpu—
Ler  PrOgramme..,
howve been moss esudunnns
im the name of logical dis-

of India over the use of restrictive software
tools that flagged “logical discrepancies” in
voter data.

e Concerns were raised regarding mass issuance
of notices to electors for minor inconsistencies

such as name variations and family details.

e The Court extended the claims-and-objections
deadline and clarified the limited role of micro-

observers in the SIR process.

Key Points
e “Logical discrepancies” included:

o Minor name/surname variations

o Omission of middle names
o Parent-grandparent age gaps

o Large family size indicators
e Around 1.4 crore electors flagged; nearly 70
lakh issued hearing notices.
e Even voters mapped to 2002 electoral rolls
were reportedly issued notices.
e Supreme Court:

o Extended SIR claims deadline by one week

beyond February 14
o Directed State DGP to submit affidavit on
allegations of violence at verification

centres

o Allowed deployment of 8,505 additional

personnel

e Micro-observers:
o To assist only

o No authority to decide inclusion/exclusion

e Final authority rests with Electoral Registration

of voters

Officers (EROs).

The computer has become the tyrant, ruling
on who is purged, says CM's lawyer Divan

es. Hisre, the com-
pltier his bevannie a tyrant,
Adeciding with the uwse of
some software, who re
muadng anxl who has to be
purged”  Ms  Divan
FubmERed

was anly seeing te “tip of
e icebirg”.

He ilustrated what the

EC scrutiny of the electoral
roll had instances of 200
people being linked w a
Eingle panenl. “1s that pos
w7 e sk thee Bench.
Palicy challenge”
M. Naidu, far the BC, re-
marked orally that the pet-
thomers = Sate of West Ben
#al, lns Chied Mindster and
leaders of the ruling Trina-
mool Congress Pamy -
were making a “mountain
o0t of a melehl=. Justice Bagehl persis ui.

But  Justie  Bagchl  Mr \akiufhirwd tack
axgreed with Mr. Dhvan that  to submit that then those
wven those mapped had
been called for presesta. =
thom of docments o verify
«citizenship, The judge sid
the programme used by
the EX in certain cases has

Mr. Mabdu denled sending
RS 16 persors mapped
roihe 2002 rolls, “No ques-
tions  were asked, My
Londs,” he stressed,

“HUt questions  were
asked, Sir. Notkes were
Nt 1o mapped people,

tion had been sought from
electors whose particalars
=symced perfectly”.
“You definitely have a
- right tosend a hearing not-
ice b peaple found with S0
grandchildren. fat you are
Essuing reotice to-even per-
cons with fve or six chil
lren,” fastioe Ragehi gaid,

standiny the ground reali-
ties, resulting in natices
a'-'iluwll.u:l'lidﬂnnul'

PN, Naid 1 the court

Static Linkages

e Article 324: Superintendence, direction and
control of elections

e Article 326: Universal adult suffrage

e Representation of the People Act, 1950:
Preparation and revision of electoral rolls

¢ Principles of Natural Justice in administrative
action

e Use of technology in governance and public
administration

Critical Analysis
e Positives
o Ensures accuracy and integrity of electoral
rolls
o l|dentifies duplicate and fraudulent entries
e Concerns
o Risk of disenfranchisement due to rigid
algorithmic filtering
o Cultural and linguistic diversity not
reflected in software logic
o Excessive burden on genuine voters
e Governance Issue
o Over-dependence on technology without
adequate human discretion
o Federal friction between constitutional
authority and State machinery

Way Forward

e Adopt risk-based scrutiny instead of blanket
flagging

¢ Incorporate regional and linguistic diversity in
verification tools

e Strengthen role of EROs with local knowledge

e Ensure proportionality and due process in roll
revision

e Periodic audit of digital tools used in electoral
processes




Opposition considering
no-confidence motion to
remove LS Speaker Birla

Sandeep Phukan

NEW DELHI

Opposition parties belong-
ing to the INDIA bloc are
considering moving a no-
confidence maotion against
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Bir-
la, accusing him of acting
in a partisan manner and
denying Leader of the Op-
position Rahul Gandhi the
opportunity to speak dur-
ing the debate on the Mo-
tions of Thanks to the Pre-
sident for her Address to
the joint sitting.

The move is based on
the suspension of eight Op-
position MPs from the Lok
Sabha, the alleged failure
to initiate action against
BIP MP Nishikant Dubey
for objectionable remarks
against former Prime Mi-
nisters and the “unsub-
stantiated” charges against
women MPs.

Reacting to reports of a
possible resolution, Parlia-
mentary Affairs Minister
Kiren Rijiju said that while
the Opposition is free to
bring such a motion in a
parliamentary democracy,
it lacks the numbers to car-
ry it through. “They can
bring [the no confidence
metion], but the issue is
they [the Opposition] have
insulted the institution of
the Honourable Speaker.
They climbed onto the ta-
ble of the Chair, table of of-
ficers and stormed the
Speaker's chamber” he
said.
Under Article 94(c) of
the Constitution, a Lok
Sabha member may give a
written notice of intention
to move a resolution for
the removal of the Speaker
to the Secretary-General,
with at least 14 days’
notice.

Over 100 MPs, including

Voicing out: Congress leader Rahul Gandhi with suspended party

MP's staging a protest at Parliament, in New Delhi on Monday. FTi

those from the Congress,
Dravida Munnetra Kazha-
gam and Samajwadi Party,
are said to have signed
such a notice, said a
source. However, Congress
MP K. C. Venugopal said, *1
can’t cComment on reports.
Wait for action.” Separate-
Iy, women Congress MPs,
including Privanka Gandhi
Vadra, wrote to Mr. Birla,
alleging that the ruling par-
ty forced him to make
“false, baseless and defa-
matory allegations®™
against them.

Parliamentary logjam
Efforts to break the parlia-
mentary logjam conti-
nued, with a delegation of
senior Oppoesition leaders,
including Mr. Gandhi, call-
ing on Mr. Birla to convey
their grievance that the
House is being “run one-
sided”.

When Mr. Birla told
them that it was their right
to bring a notice
him, the Opposition lead-
ers said that they wanted
the House to function, but
insisted on his action on
four specific points. Mr.
Gandhi was accompanied
by Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav, Trinamool
Congress leader Abhishek
Banerjee, and DMK MP
T.R. Baalu when they met
the Speaker. The Trina-

mool wants to raise the is-
sue of the SIR, while the SP
plans to discuss the alleged
vandalisation of the statue
of Malwa queen Ahilyabai
Holkar.

However, the stand-off
between the Union Go-
vernment and the Opposi-
tion continued, with pro-
ceedings in the Lok Sabha
remaining paralysed on
Monday. A discussion on
the Budget, which was list-
ed for the day, could not be
taken up due to repeated
disruptions. Mr. Gandhi
wanted to raise a few is-
sues before his colleague
Shashi Tharoor could
speak on the Budget but he
was not allowed, leading to
protests and  adjourn-
ments.

Later, speaking to press-
persans, Mr. Gandhi said
the government did not
want a discussion on the
Budgert as it was worried
about questions on the In-
do-U.5. trade deal and its
impact on farmers. He also
listed out four issues, in-
cluding his not being al-
lowed to quote from an ar-
ticle based on excerpts
from former Army chief
M.M. Maravane’s unpu-
blished memoir, that re-
portedly showed Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi's
indecisiveness during the
2020 India-China conflict.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

e Opposition MPs proposed initiating a
resolution for removal of the Lok Sabha
Speaker alleging partisan conduct during the
Motion of Thanks debate.

* [ssues cited include denial of speaking
opportunity to the Leader of Opposition,
suspension of Opposition MPs, and alleged
inaction on objectionable remarks by a ruling
party MP.

* The development has coincided with repeated
adjournments and disruption of Budget
discussions, leading to a parliamentary
impasse.

Key Points

e Constitutional Provision: Article 94(c) allows
removal of the Speaker by a resolution of the
Lok Sabha after minimum 14 days’ written
notice.

e Majority Required: Simple majority of
members present and voting.

e Presiding Officer: Speaker does not preside
over proceedings related to own removal.

* Role of Speaker: Maintains order, decides
admissibility of motions, interprets rules, and
safeguards parliamentary privileges.

e Suspension of MPs: Governed by Rules 373,
374 and 374A of Lok Sabha Rules of Procedure.

e Motion of Thanks: Key parliamentary device for
accountability; wide-ranging debate on
government policies.

Static Linkages

e Speaker envisaged as impartial constitutional
authority (Constituent Assembly Debates).

e Parliamentary conventions from the UK stress
political neutrality of the Chair.

* [nternal autonomy of Parliament under
separation of powers.

e Second Administrative Reforms Commission
on ethics and institutional integrity.

Critical Analysis
e Concerns Raised
o Perceived erosion of neutrality of the
Speaker’s office.
o Frequent suspensions affecting
deliberative role of Parliament.
e Counter-Concerns
o Risk of politicising a constitutional post.
o Continued disruptions weaken legislative
oversight and Budget scrutiny.
e |nstitutional Impact
o Prolonged deadlock undermines public
trust and parliamentary efficiency.

Way Forward

e Codify conventions ensuring Speaker’s
neutrality and transparent reasoning of
decisions.

e Strengthen role of Rules Committee and
Business Advisory Committee for consensus-
building.

* Adopt graded disciplinary measures to
minimise suspensions.

e Encourage dialogue between Chair and floor
leaders to ensure smooth functioning.



New species of dragonfly discovered in Kerala’s
rubber plantations, named Lyriothemis keralensis

The Hindu Bureau
KANNUR

Researchers have disco-
vered a new species of dra-
gonfly from Kerala and
named it Lyriothemnis kera-
lensis, recognising the
State's exceptional biodi-
versity. The species was re-
corded from Varapetty
near Kothamangalam in
Ernakulam district, where
it inhabits vegetated pools
and irrigation canals with-
in shaded pineapple and
rubber plantations.

The study was conduct-
ed by Dattaprasad Sawant
of the Indian Foundation
for Butterflies, Bengaluru,
A. Vivek Chandran of the
Department of Wildlife
Seience College of Fores-
try, Kerala Agricultural Un-

Reseanchers stressed the importance of careful [and-use practices to
ensure the survival of the species. SPECAL ARRANGEMENT

iversity, Renjith  Jacob
Mathews of the Society for
Odonate Studies, Kerala,
and Krushnamegh Kunte
of the National Centre for
Biological Science, Benga-
luru. The findings have
been published in the In-

ternational  Journal of
Odonatology.

According to Dr. Chan-
dran the newly described
dragonfly is seasonally visi-
Me only during the South-
west monsoon from later
May to the end of August.

During
months of the year, the
species is believed to per-
sist in its aquatic larval
stage, surviving in the net-
work of canals and pools
inside shaded plantation
landsca

the remaining

s,

He said Lyriothemis ker-
alensis Is a small dragonfly
with distinct sexual dimor-
phism. The males are
bright blood-red with
black markings, making
them wisually striking,
while the females are bul-
kier and yellow with black

miarkings.

Although the species
has been known to be
found in Kerala since 2013,
it had remained misidenti-
fied for over a decade as
Lyriothemis acigastra, a
species previously thought

to be restricted to north-
east India. The researchers
confirmed its distinct iden-
tity through detailed mi-
croscopic  examinations
and comparisons with mu-
seum specimens, which re-
vealed clear difference, in-
cluding a more slender
abdomen and distinctly
shaped anal appendages
and genitalia.

Dir. Chandran and other
researchers  highlighted
the conservation concerns,
nothing that most popula-
tion of the species occur
outside the protected area
network.

They stressed the im-
portance of careful land-
use practices, especially in
plantation-dominated
landscapes, o ensure the
survival of the species.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context
* Researchers have identified a new species of
dragonfly, Lyriothemis keralensis, from Kerala.
e The discovery highlights India’s rich but under-
documented insect biodiversity, especially in
the Western Ghats region.

Key Facts
e Scientific name: Lyriothemis keralensis
* Location: Varapetty near Kothamangalam,
Ernakulam district, Kerala
e Habitat:
o Vegetated pools and irrigation canals
o Shaded pineapple and rubber plantations
e Seasonal visibility:
o Adult stage: Southwest monsoon (May-
August)
o Remainder of the year: Aquatic larval stage
e Distinct features:
o Sexual dimorphism
o Males: Bright blood-red with black
markings
o Females: Yellow, bulkier, with black
markings

Scientific Significance
e Misidentified for over a decade as Lyriothemis
acigastra (earlier believed restricted to
northeast India).
e Correctidentification achieved through:
o Microscopic examination
o Comparison with museum specimens
o Differences in abdomen shape, anal
appendages, and genitalia
* Emphasises the importance of taxonomic
research in biodiversity conservation.

Conservation Concerns

e Majority of populations lie outside the
protected area network.

e Species depends on human-modified
landscapes (plantations, canals).

* Vulnerable to:
o Changes in land use
o Pesticide use
o Drainage of water bodies

Broader Issues & Static Linkages
e Western Ghats: Global biodiversity hotspot
with high endemism.
* Insects as bioindicators:
o Dragonflies indicate freshwater ecosystem
health.
e Conservation beyond protected areas:
o Aligns with landscape-level conservation
approach.
e Supports India’s commitments under:
o Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD)
o Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity
Framework

Way Forward

* Promote biodiversity-sensitive plantation
management.

* Integrate conservation into agricultural
landscapes.

* Strengthen taxonomic capacity and funding for
lesser-known species.

* Include insects in biodiversity monitoring and
environmental impact assessments.



The next big commodity is the mineable self

ghobal mrarket in & sew commodity i
growing expaneesially in frontof cur
Aqﬂ.llkm antificial inellgence (AL

Tt is ot rare earths. It is not some new
simarce of encegy It b not even in
phamuceuticals, media, o fimance. § & iniegral
ioveach of them and might desermine the future

2

of all of them. b b an infiniely
TRSRITGE, ummluxmmrnhusu
hamas g and cisr planes continue W et
Thsdmmli:'hﬂw!d(.mﬂdcham
rastkoet hars grackually eeerged, It ot screns all
domains of buman life, from entertaimment 1o
Jourmalism, from wender iransitions

Wi

Minisg the el

rschaitrial capitalim has 2 marked predilection
fior the creation and exploitation of what Marx:
called surplus valise, value beyond the value of
thee kabosr required o produce comenodities, and

wmnmmmrmmmwm

drive the mimeable sl

This firss change is that the seduction of the
market in characters.

Thae wncnt sousght-afier siories of our tienes are.
wtdnusly mabile plenamena aih x

drug, migranks or peerotraries, More prociicly,
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B Tk Lty
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

* Rapid expansion of digital platforms, OTT
streaming, social media and Al-driven profiling.

e Emergence of a global economy where human
identity, behaviour, emotions and social

ke up the news, 5 it s of more obwicily
lierasy Botion. b bus Boers s few decades siece
amy person with 3 cansem or 3 video feoonder

First

nasrative sysiem on alert. Syndicaied news
SETVAOES, STINGETS, OVETSEds Coarespondents and
thasir meetrogolitan handiers become pares of 3
Mwmdlﬁh&&ﬂw local™ incidents

ansd images., ssaking tae furrace of gobal meda,
O covarse, there s 2 vast pyramid of news.
onganisations. ., audiences and platforms,
I.Hch[mnanmlnlmhs'nfwhﬂu-d

mplmwmu|mmﬁm
“umknowens”,

1mmd'hcdhs.uﬁthhmhmhumdby
hue parcchial, ehe procimate and the feniliar,
Thuss, becality thee mews is no longer
wihan I wsed o be. Nor s the global ks simple
ansoerym, The masket for siories, whether of the
readof of the less real, cecuapies o sew grography

mwhmimnﬂxeh
Mmm.umwdmhrsmm
interes), hlahel.-lu.nahmmtum
mender fokd and niw), corporation,
fmnlmmdciilﬂllmnlhmdﬂ[m
This maltiplication of the "1 and the "Me” is
discemmible even in the rwilight some of Al where
Sirl, ChatGPT and ramserois bots are inthe raoe
i chivpay Sl sarsse eiritions, i il
widrserabiligies as amy ganden vasiety human can
han, Thae atrange symbicnis between the mineabie
self, the rebooted idea of Iocality and the ssory

alltfmmpm‘-—uamhmm.'

The character af streaming
It bs widely known that streaming, drivens by OTT
iechnologies, which rely only on the Internet,
and not on prior esedis infrastrucrunes, i

g emach of the earker
abeminatid by bigg dudon, their buineis moded,
i bt of liitribation and (heir sppeoaches
1o branding. prosotion and sedence building.

relations are monetised.

* Increasing relevance of data economy,
surveillance capitalism, and platform
dominance.

e Linked to debates on privacy, ethics,

regulation of Big Tech, and digital rights.

Key Points

e Human identity and social interactions are

becoming economic assets.

e Platforms extract behavioural data from
personal stories, preferences and networks.

e Shift from industrial capitalism to data-driven
capitalism.

e Rise of OTT platforms and influencer economy

monetising personal narratives.

e Algorithms shape consumption, opinions, and

cultural trends.

e Blurring of boundaries between private life and

market space.

e “Local stories” increasingly curated for global

consumption.
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mﬁﬂ Static Linkages

* Right to Privacy recognised as a
Fundamental Right (Article 21).

e Data as a factor of production in the digital
economy.

e Ethical concerns related to human dignity
and autonomy.

* Role of technology in social change and
cultural transformation.

e Platform-based gig and creator economy
as part of new employment patterns.

e Principles of informed consent and
accountability in governance.

Critical Analysis
Positives
e Greater individual visibility and expression.
e Democratization of content creation.
* New economic opportunities in digital
sectors.
* Inclusion of marginal and local voices.
Negatives
* Loss of privacy and constant surveillance.
e Exploitation of personal data without full
consent.
e Psychological stress due to self-branding
pressures.
e Cultural homogenisation.
e Concentration of power with few global
platforms.
Governance Challenges
* Regulatory lag behind technology.
e Weak enforcement of data protection.
e Cross-border data control issues.

Way Forward
e Effective implementation of data
protection laws.
e Transparent and accountable use of

algorithms.

e Strengthening digital literacy and
awareness.

e Competition regulation for Big Tech
platforms.

e Ethical Al frameworks.
e Protection of cultural diversity and
individual dignity.



A chance for India to polish the Kimberley Process

ndla has assumed the chalr of the Rimberiey withiin the KP to steer meaningfisl neforms in biockrhain based certiication system, where
nmnnwﬁmwzmﬁ-wu fobal dlamond governance. each shipmsent casries a unkque, immutabile and
iltiruations] mec s Of SR e S time-stamped aligital eevend linked o key
] The cone bsues for lndia sbipenent details, woull sggnibcastly reduce

Pl for ek which ke Lsed T KP, 5 IFipastine 5etiig of poanmsent., frad, rnnmlfumw ] moderede K
iBegally by nebed or insurgent groups across the Mwwmhmwlmlmlnmy faces: operations.
workd to undermine or theesten beghtimate Himanshu Jalswal  much criticem and challenges. Fi At the same time, fodis cansuppors produses
povernments, The KPwas infstated in May 2000 [ — Imuﬂ:ndnmmmbamﬂuﬁﬂmmnf h-uubhhmmduu]lpuduuﬂl
when the countries of southerm Africa initned Vit biciwliog “conflict diamonds’. Is soope & very narmow, vt in ey produscing areas,
d:l.ibg\nmptmﬂlh- wrade in conilicr captusing only the feancial mechantam between «m_umdmu-mmnrrmumu\;rr
dizmonds. Negoriations with 37 sgnatcey parties, rebed groups and givermesents, while imering suppeet, certification wsistance and
i 2003, b 1 Ehe Kimsborkey Process e llcit e of sough diansornds in state linked mmm»hmmm
&ﬂlﬁtihsdmlmﬁ!dn’lhkyhm albuiars, Basrran sights viobitions and buman redore miaone feandble and collaboratie rather
El.‘lpwﬁu'pam ting 86 countries, and trahoking, el in than punitive,
socounts for wmmw.ﬂdlhmhl arthanal mining, and lici trade channels. Additionally, India can advance institutional
rough diamond production. Theere are akso fundamental about reforms by Independent or third-
thes eciabon Ol society xiks audits i & subset of | and pusd for ful
The CHUrremst sLTscTLre Badrl Narayamam b the KP canever demtify ‘conilics diasnceds”  public release of granulas KP stasrics from
Thee KPS i the mechanitem o prevent the trade | s the Fousder and H’arwmhdmh-bmh«wmmﬂmm m mmmdﬁmhamvlwa&
of cunflict diamsceds, which is enforoed Elrickn of Wiliom Lindlee the orees dysem, ar ince the KIs strengeh s its
ty by P ensure | Medeleg hmmhmmmmwm lm\aﬂl!mmlmﬂnmuﬁad«'ﬂ
mmmm:hkuﬂmum conflict diamonds? sockety engagement remains robust by facilitating
chain are KP-compliant. Each consignment s Thee cacie of the Central Afis b,
socompased by a KP cenificaie corroborated by which was banned from exporting rough
a panicipess cousrry. The rough diasnoeds trade diansonds in 2003 and rejoined in 2024, shows Foous on Africa
uwmulmuﬁmwmlm KP mirbers st erribsas et wthORI AETORE SUBEOT MR 'laun-mmom:rw Il can
e coriply flly with i [tereutional Ll B incerase amgleg and womsen viobence  haghlight how dismonds comritae 1 Brelihoods
tandanti. Additiemlly, participasd ceane are Fatbaet P stop it AdEeieally, whili mamy i Afiiea. It unp.nhm Ifl"mhpiln‘my
ohiliged toshare timely and acosrate sathsical povernments highlighied the peed 10 prosect the mmlwmdhrhlhﬂ!hbmkm
duata for diwmond produstion and trade, i ities, there was less rebovant Sintainable Developmens Goals, sach as
Botswana, Canada, Congn, Namibla on whether the KP should abo address derent work. poverty reduction and resporsible
and Rl alone account for more than 25% of stane-related violenoe. A more inchisive approach  consumption. India can help ermure thai the KP
e precdistien of rewsgh damandds, in quanticy it Better refloct the full range of chullenges framewcek channeh diond reenes i
and el Thotgh Eeia b not 3 preducer, o AP communiy deveioprent, health,
it i3 a mujos importer of rngth diamonds, Gusing forward, India may boaden the agenda,  education, and lecal infrastructane, rather than
Impori ing, ronaghly 0% of the total global As chialr ol the without reopening political Rghti, by formisg a allcreing mmining regons & be bypassed. This
mports, both inquantity and value. AS the Kimsberley bechnical working groap on viokence and buman would help shift the KPFs nasrative from blocking
Mlmmwmwumuhh Process for rights risks beyond rebel insurgencies. The tad diamonds o enabling a respossible and
centered in Sara and Mumbal, india re-expores 126, Indis can findings recommencations from this group may Imchusive diamond trade.
markets which . build 5 coerensus befoee wmy re-defeiion of Imh.xwll‘mmanduwkmdm
Inchuck Ching, Hoeg Keewg, laracd, the United steer mcaningful | onticy dlaenceds. Glchal South, should stan parsulng the refors
sl Esvitranes. anc the United States. Indis's refiorms in ks cans beverage s technological seengiin  agenda more aggresshvely to malke ft 2 mone
steaneyic ponltion, a1 the beart of the gobal Wobal dammd o prosote digital, Lamper-proof KP cersificates  inchuive, progressive, sustainable, and
izerriord value chain, ghoe i aigue kverge T T ] burmmeriied cnsoemm data exchasge, & nale-hased mubtilateral by,

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

* |India has assumed the Chairmanship (2026) of
the Kimberley Process (KP).

e KPis a multilateral initiative to curb trade in
conflict diamonds used to finance armed rebel
groups.

* The Kimberley Process Certification Scheme
(KPCS) was operationalised in 2003.

e KP currently has 60 participants representing
86 countries.

e Covers ~99.8% of global rough diamond
production.

Key Points
e Conflict Diamonds: Rough diamonds used by
rebel groups to undermine legitimate
governments.
e KPCS Mechanism:

o Trade permitted only among KP-compliant
participants.

o Each consignment must carry a KP
Certificate issued by exporting country.

o Mandatory sharing of diamond production
and trade statistics.

* Major Producers:

o Angola, Botswana, Canada, Congo,
Namibia, Russia » >85% of global
production.

* India’s Role:

o Not a producer but largest importer (~40%
of global rough diamond imports).

o World’s leading cutting and polishing hub
(Surat, Mumbai).

o Re-exports polished diamonds to USA, UAE,
Hong Kong, Israel, China.

e KP Structure:

o Tripartite system: Governments + Industry

+ Civil Society.

¢ Key Criticisms:
o Narrow definition of conflict diamonds.
o Excludes state-sponsored violence,
human rights abuses, environmental
harm.
o Consensus-based decision-making
allows political veto.

Static Linkages

e Multilateral institutions and global
governance mechanisms (NCERT Polity).

¢ International trade regulation and
certification systems (Indian Economy).

e Resource governance in Africa (India Year
Book).

e Technology in governance - e-certification,
blockchain (Second ARC, Digital India).

¢ Sustainable Development Goals: Poverty
reduction, decent work, responsible
consumption.

Critical Analysis
Strengths
e India’s strategic position enables leadership
in global diamond governance.
¢ Scope to modernise KP through digital
certification.
e Capacity-building approach preferable to
punitive embargoes.
¢ Potential alignment with SDGs and
community development.
Challenges
¢ Resistance to expanding definition of
conflict diamonds.
¢ Weak enforcement due to consensus-based
veto system.
e Limited capacity in African producer
countries.
¢ Risk of increased smuggling if reforms are
coercive.

Way Forward

e Form technical working group on violence
and human rights risks.

¢ Introduce blockchain-based, tamper-proof
digital KP certificates.

e Establish regional KP technical hubs in
African producer regions.

e Encourage independent audits and public
release of granular KP data.

e Strengthen civil society participation within
KP framework.

¢ Align KP outcomes with livelihood and
community development goals.



Back on track

India and Malaysia have set about
repairing ties during the Modi visit

aking amends was at the top of Prime
M Minister Narendra Modi's 24-hour visit
o Kuala Lumpur over the weekend af-
ter he had cancelled a planned trip to Malaysia
last year, at short notice, 1o attend the ASEAN
summit in October 2025, As a result, Mr. Modi
said that he made Malaysia his first destination
abroad in the new year. His talks with Malaysian
Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim, who had visited
India in 2024, resulted in MolUs, with plans
strengthen ties. There was some strain in India-
Malaysia ties in 2025 too - although Malaysia con-
demmned the Pahalgam terror attacks, Mr. Ibra-
him had called for a “full and thorough enquiry™
into the perpetrators and also for “de-escalation
and meaningful dialogue between India and Pa-
kistan™, which ruffled feathers in New Delhi. He
had even offered his services 1o mediate if re-
quired, and in October 2025, had hosted Pakistan
Prime Minister Shahbaz Sharif for an official visit.
It is, therefore, significant that Mr. Modi set aside
these concerns, and that the joint statement said
India and Malaysia condemned terrorism un-
equivecally *.. including cross-border terro-
rism”. India and Malaysia also discussed counter-
terrorism cooperation, intelligence and informa-
tion sharing and coordinating pesitions at the
United Nations and the Financial Action Task
Force on the issue. Other important decisions
were an Mol on semiconductors, building on
cooperation between IT Madras Global and the
Advanced Semiconductor Academy of Malaysia.
Building ties in trade, defence, energy and digital
technologies were highlighted by the two sides,
that took care not to discuss contentious issues
publicly, sisch as the continued stay of preacher
Zakir Naik, wanted in India on UAPA charges.
The two sides also side-stepped their diffe-
rences over multilateral issues. Mr. Modi's deci-
sion to skip the ASEAN summit despite accepting
the invitation had also dealt a blow to negotia-
tions on reviewing the ASEAN-India Trade in
Goods Agreement (AITIGA). Critical commenis
by Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal abour the
FTA, as “badly negotiated” and “silly”, and his re-
ference to ASEAN countries as “B-teams™ to Chi-
na still rankled. Mr. Modi’s visit was an important
reminder of India’s commitment even as New
Delhi moves ahead with FTAs with Europe and
the .S, India will chair the BRICS Summit later
this year - in the joint statement, India merely
“noted” Malaysia's aspirations to become a mem-
ber. Mr. Ibrahim will be invited as Malaysia is a
BRICS partner couniry, while Indonesia has be-
come a member. Mr. Modi's visit, which was wel-
comed warmly by Mr. Ibrahim, may thus lead to
closer coordination but also lay the ground for
closer ties between India and the ASEAN region,
in terms of their shared geographies, and in deal-
ing with the larger changes in the world.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

Prime Minister Narendra Modi undertook a 24-
hour official visit to Malaysia (Kuala Lumpur) in
early 2026.
Visit aimed at resetting India-Malaysia
relations after diplomatic strains in 2025.
Earlier cancellation of Malaysia visit in 2025
due to India’s participation in the ASEAN
Summit.
Strains arose due to:
o Malaysian PM’s remarks on Pahalgam terror
attack
o Call for India-Pakistan dialogue and de-
escalation
o Offer of mediation and hosting Pakistan PM
in 2025.
Visit resulted in MoUs and joint statement,
signalling diplomatic course correction.

Key Points

Joint statement unequivocally condemned
terrorism, including cross-border terrorism.
Agreement on:

o Counter-terrorism cooperation

o Intelligence and information sharing

o Coordination at United Nations and Financial
Action Task Force (FATF).

MoU on semiconductors:

o Cooperation between IIT Madras Global and
Advanced Semiconductor Academy of Malaysia.

Expansion of cooperation in:

Trade and investment

Defence

Energy

Digital technologies

Contentious issues (e.g., Zakir Naik) deliberately

kept out of public discourse.

India merely “noted” Malaysia’s aspiration to join

BRICS.

Malaysia to attend BRICS Summit as partner

country (Indonesia is full member).

Visit reaffirmed India’s commitment to ASEAN

despite focus on FTAs with EU and U.S.

o

O O O

Static Linkages

Act East Policy: Strategic, economic and cultural
engagement with Southeast Asia (MEA).

ASEAN Centrality: Core principle of India’s Indo-
Pacific outlook.

AITIGA: ASEAN-India Trade in Goods Agreement (in
force since 2010).

FATF: Global body combating money laundering and
terror financing.

India Semiconductor Mission: Supply chain
resilience and technology self-reliance.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Diplomatic reset strengthens India’s position in
Southeast Asia.

Clear articulation on cross-border terrorism aligns
Malaysia closer to India’s stance.

Semiconductor cooperation supports Make in India
and supply-chain diversification.

Strategic silence on contentious issues prevented
diplomatic escalation.

Challenges

ASEAN concerns over India’s AITIGA criticism and
summit-level disengagement.

Trade deficit issues remain unresolved.
Malaysia’s balancing between India, China and
Islamic world may limit alignment.

Way Forward

Fast-track AITIGA review with safeguards for Indian
industry.

Institutionalise India-Malaysia strategic dialogue.
Expand cooperation in green energy, critical
minerals, digital public infrastructure.

Ensure consistent high-level participation in ASEAN-
led mechanisms.

Strengthen people-to-people and educational
exchanges.



RBI tells banks not
to insist on collateral
for loans to MSMEs

Regulator advises banks to extend collateral-free boans up to 220 lakh
to all units financed under PM Employment Generation Programme

MUMBAL

e Heserve Bank of

India (RBT) on Mon-

day asked banks
not to insist on collateral
security for loans up to 220
Lakh extended to units in
the micro, small enterpris- |
s (MSE) sector, z g b 3 =~

“Banks are ko advised  Fund push: The move ks almed at facilitating impeoved access to
to extend collateral-free  formal credit and to suppert entreprensurial sctivity, PERUASAMT 4
boans up to T20 kakh to all
units financed under the  loans up 1o €25 lakh as per  said in the circular,
Prime Minkster Emplay-  their internal policy,” the “With a view to facilital-
ment  Generation  Pro-  banking regulator sald and  ing Imiproved sccess o for-
gramme (PMEGF) adminds-  added thar banks may svail — mal eredin, suppore entre-
tered by KVIC,” the central — the benefit of credit gua-  preneurial  activity and
bank said in its Lending i0  rantee  scheme  cover,  sirengihen last mile credit
Micro, Small & Medium En-  where applicable. delivery for MSEs with I
terprises (MSME) Sector “However, aocepting  mited collateral, it has
(Amendment) Directions,  gold and silver a5 collateral  been decided o enhance
2006, pledged voluntarily by bor- the limit of collateral free
“Hanks may, on the ba-  rowers for loans sanc:  loans to MSEs from 210

sis of good track record  tioned by the banks up to  lakh to 320 lakh,” REI Go-
amd financial position of  the collateral free limit, wvemor Sanjay  Malhotra
the MSE units, increasethe  will not be congrued as a said in a statement on de-
limit 1o dispense with the  viokition of the abeve man-  velopment and regulatory
collateral requirement for  date” the Reserve Bank  policies on Fridsy.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context
e The Reserve Bank of India issued Lending to
MSME Sector (Amendment) Directions, 2026.
e Aim: Improve access to formal credit for Micro
& Small Enterprises (MSEs) with limited
collateral.
* Announced by RBI Governor Sanjay Malhotra.

Key Provisions
(@) Enhancement of Collateral-Free Loan Limit
e Earlier limit: 10 lakh
¢ Revised limit: 320 lakh
* Banks cannot insist on collateral security for
loans up to ¥20 lakh to MSEs.
(b) PMEGP-Specific Provision
e Allunits financed under Prime Minister
Employment Generation Programme (PMEGP):
o Eligible for collateral-free loans up to ¥20
lakh
* PMEGP is administered by Khadi and Village
Industries Commission (KVIC).
(c) Optional Enhancement up to ¥25 Lakh
* Banks may increase collateral-free limit up to
¥25 lakh:
o For MSEs with good repayment record
o Subject to bank’s internal policy
(d) Credit Guarantee Coverage
* Banks may avail coverage under Credit
Guarantee Scheme for MSMEs (CGTMSE).
e Purpose: Risk sharing and encouragement of
collateral-free lending.
(e) Clarification on Gold and Silver
e |f borrower voluntarily pledges gold or silver:
o It will not be treated as violation of
collateral-free norms.
e Banks cannot compel such collateral.

Objectives of the Measure
* Improve last-mile credit delivery
e Promote entrepreneurship and self-
employment
e Reduce reliance on informal moneylenders
e Strengthen financial inclusion of MSEs

Static Linkages

e MSEs are part of the MSME sector, which:
o Contributes ~30% to GDP
o Is amajor source of employment and

exports

e Linked with:
o Priority Sector Lending (PSL)
o Atmanirbhar Bharat
o Inclusive growth strategy

Challenges
e Higher credit risk for banks
e Possibility of NPAs if appraisal is weak
e Need for strong monitoring and credit
assessment

Way Forward
e Shift towards cash-flow based lending
* Use of GST, digital transaction data
e Strengthen CGTMSE and borrower financial
literacy



Trade framework

gives Indiaroomto

navigate but tilts ground in US favour

HE LINE between pragma-
tism, glvingintothe artof the
possible, and abdication,
abandoning judgement, ac-
countability, or principle, s

very thin. The Indo-US framework agree-
menton trade is a.case in point.

Public discourse, of course, is domi-
nated by the theatre of the agreement,
presenting tas qud declamations of In-

ation. Even on its own tesms, the agree-
ment reflects this asymmetry. The new
Aaridf regime is warse for India than what
existed befare Trump came to power. Ina
manner reminiscent of 19th -century im-
jperial trade, the tariff structure favours
the United States: Indiacuts tariffs tozero,
while the US impases rates as high as 18
percent. Moreastonishingstill, India has
committed to purchasing SSDU Iul Iion

dia's; swis-  worthof
dom. But two [ran:lnpunﬂergjm itsde  Which free- [Mlycumcnt con[ajns a
fence. The first is the tri list

America lobby, which believesthat India's
future Is hitehed to the United States. It

mlhku:mﬁnuyclnexklhmgh
ity

Jve]y pun:lmc goods from the other?
This commitrent can akso distort In-
dln s palicy choices. Purchase targets of

s:tte will be abic toescape,

rial
sl:ateﬂ and building resilicnce by flat

The second is the pragma-
tlsts. The agreement ks better than the
status quo, It removes Russia-related
pumitive taridfs. I gives India renewed ae-
oess to the US market, potentially restor-
Ingcnn:pﬂlumm for Indian &xpuﬂ:.]l

openness and allow  China-plus

Theyarealsolikelyto

«of defence procurement, with profound
strategie consequences. This is not an
agreement for free trade and openness,
despite the ideologically mystifying lan-

d  guage of our econamists. It Is an agree-

fan, ane that

strategy to come back into play. As a
bonus, It might even induce reforms,
shaking up entrenched positions on
GMOzand non-food agricultare. How all
this plays out is anyone’s guess. There is

ment for

inerexies vulnerability.
Trade Is never just about trade,

India’s strategic abdications are already

visible. India's position on the Ukraine

war was aclassic case of evasion, But

yer.
will depend as much on domestic re-
forms, © . and the

bein, pelled under duress to do
whsnwwmlghthwcchnscnvn

evolutlon of Sino-US relations as on any-

namely, to stop pur-
chases of Russlan oll, Is some-

Pramae Broww

Muma

The United States doesnot see 17

timate rep for India-Russi
lations will depend on many wmln

mental are reversible, and
often abl'l-ID'lh' 50. To call this agreement

gencies, indudingth
I Ukeraine. But the blunt Ln.I[D is already
evident: India’srelations with otherstates
are increasingly determined not by its
own judgement, but by extemal pressure.
We are now putting ourse
under surveillance on this score.
Aslong as both Indla and America re-
main open societies, the organic sinews
of connection between them can be
powerful The

a gross abuse
M]angua,gc

Liberal internationalist wars in the
name of democracy promotion have in-
deed receded. But this should not be mis-
taken far a retreat from imperial power,
Wikat has replaced them is a more arbi-
trary and transactional assertion of domi-
nance, one that relies on sanctions, tar-
Iffs, regulatory coercion, fimancial

and
they matter. Bt they should not be con-
f

even military intervention,
The United States increasingly demanils
i

strutegh regulatory n in domalns
that counts for national security, that ought to fall squarely within do-
The nd womy of  mestie ietion: regimes,

thy T
togetlser. The United States does not see
India as 4 strateghe panner in the arenas

tht matter most 1o India's security, itsim-
mediate neightourhood. On Pakistan,
Washington has repeatedly subardinated
Indian concerns to short-lerm American
objectives, and will continue to doso, His-
togically, the United

trade standards, data regimes, In its
engagement with others, sovereignty is
nict dended in principle, but hallowed out
in practice,

American agreements are no longer
anchored in stable institutional commit-
ments. The framework agreement reflects
this reality. korma]]y It gives both sides

had an interest in managing. rather than
resalving. reglonal conflict, hcqnl\gtlwm

roam ¥, hivw-
ver, nnmbedssswun‘mﬂegmau‘awut
American leverage. Recent experience

‘edow the threshold of expl whilere-
talning leverage over all panies.

has:

Itis Indla that blinks.

Even on China, th carner-
stomeof Indo-US convengenoe, Dy jury re-
mains out. The United States”

PAWET A5y
realiem. To internalise it soaompLe[nLy
that one relinquishes independent judge-

ment i else. We might want

¥
India’s rise, but to mamage

to, In thve name of pragmatism. glve ln:we
coslbd even make the best of thisdeal ina
way that tse consequences are not bad.
But thisis not a triumph. The perfume of

thing written on pager, thing ¢lse altogether. India asastrategic partner in China's power on terms favour-
But even if we 2 the thearenas that matter mostto  abletoiteelf. India fgures inthis

agreement has some N our go proudly de-  India’s security, its immediate  strategy less as an autonomous

potential, it does not puuus.mmm clared that nopower would be  pihbourhood, On Pakist poleand moreas

For starters, this s not a reciprocal free-  allowed to define India's rela- ““, hi urh h .On cdan useful whu\plcs:wnisnccdcd

trade agreement. As Trump has made  tions with third countries? That ashington has repeatedly dispensable when expedient.

clear, America is not playing For!ﬂ!]*w

claim now rings hollow. We rou-
ul-

equality; it is playing for imperial

¥ ittohappen.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

* |India and the United States announced a
framework agreement on trade and economic
cooperation.

* The framework is not a Free Trade Agreement
(FTA) but a broad, non-binding arrangement.

* |tfollows prolonged trade frictions, tariff
disputes, and sanctions-related pressures.

* The agreementis positioned as part of India’s
evolving trade and strategic engagement with
major powers.

Key Points

* The agreement:
o Does not ensure full tariff reciprocity.

o Includes expectations of large-scale Indian

purchases of US goods.

o Allows renegotiation but embeds

asymmetric leverage.

e The tariff structure:
o Indiareduces tariffs on select items.

o The US retains higher tariff flexibility on

Indian exports.

e Strategic context:

o Russia-Ukraine conflict.

o US-Chinarivalry.

o Global supply chain realignments (China-

plus-one).

Static Linkages
* Principle of reciprocity in trade agreements.
* Concept of strategic autonomy in foreign

policy.

subordinated Indian concerns

The history of great-power
politics suggests that such instru-

e Use of sanctions and tariffs as instruments of
economic statecraft.

official cannot disguise
thee stench of our own dimdnishment.

The writer is contributing editor.
The Incian Express

* Defence procurement and external
dependence.
e WTO norms: non-discrimination and fairness.

Critical Analysis
Positive Aspects
¢ Potential restoration of Indian export
competitiveness.
e Improved access to the US market.
e May support supply chain diversification.
e Signals policy continuity towards trade

openness.
Concerns
* Non-reciprocal nature undermines equal
partnership.

e Purchase commitments may:
o Distort industrial policy.
o Constrain defence and energy choices.
¢ Risk of external pressure influencing foreign
policy decisions.
e Weakens India’s bargaining position in future
negotiations.
e May erode strategic autonomy in practice.

Way Forward

e Ensure reciprocity in tariff concessions.

e Avoid rigid purchase obligations.

e Strengthen domestic manufacturing
competitiveness.

e Maintain diversified strategic and trade
partnerships.

e Subject major trade commitments to
parliamentary scrutiny.

¢ Anchor agreements in multilateral, rule-based
frameworks.




Anurban tragedy created by

SupHIR
Vorra

Google Earth's
satellite picture
reveals certain
facts, which
imvite
questions
relatedto
urban
development

many abdications

TS BEEN a little more than three
wieeks since the traghc incident in
Wolda, where a young man drove
his car into a deep water-filled pit
and drowned while walting for help
— hewas, reportedly, standing atop the
sinking vehicle, While we hope the ad-
mindstration will perform its mandated
task, some aspects of this horrendous
incldent need to be considered dis-
passionately to understand why such
incidents keep recurring.

‘One, the plot of land where the mid-
night tragedy wok place of January 1615
part afthe planned development of Nolda's
Sector 150 — it is not a semd-rural geog-
raphy. The road en which the car was
travellingisa part of the Nolda project.

Goople Earth's sxtellite picture neveals
certaln facts, which Invite questions re-
Bated tourban development, The incident
did not secur at a traffie junction. It hap-
pened at a fairly wide four-lane main
road, which suddenly tums a full 90 de-
grecsand becomes a two-lane single road.
The width of the road, as well as its ge-
ametry, ks not as per the nommsof the Cen-
tral Road Research Institute, It also does
nat it the criteria set by the Indian Road
Congress. In layman'sterms, all four-lane
roadsthat hivea verge in the centre need
o be turmned in a dow carve. Such curves
depend on the speed of traffic movement
that needs 1o be monitored, Speed limits
newd tobe enforced stricthy.

Twao, there is no visible crash barrier
an the skde of the road — ensuring this
should have beenthe mandate of bath the
planning agency and the execution de-
partment. Therefore, In the dense fog, the
unfortunate car driver drove into what
Google Earth callsthe "Sector lake™.

Three. why was there a water
body/lake a1 the place of the accident?

It was apparently a plot of land al-
Fotted/ sald by the Noida Authority, in
which a building with adouble basement,
ormare, was to be constructed. The pro-
ject never took off. If newspaper repors
are to be believed, the project developer
sold it to another developer, who too
could not complete it. Thus, water col-

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

e Afatal accident occurred in Noida (Sector 150)
where a vehicle fell into a deep, water-filled

lected in a deep hole in the ground — it
waen't cordoned off, at least on the side
wherethe road runs along the plat,

Fourh. how was the pit for the base-
et car park so full of water? The answer
£o this, 100, Is simple, The plot is at a ste
that s very close 1o, or perhaps in, the
flacd plains — the Hindon river's pushre,
It is well known that groundwater levels
near the boundaries of a river are always
high (as underground channels of water
seep into the river basin and then
flow downstream),

Thus, ¢ven if there is no source of
water to fill the neglecied basement pit.
thesurrounding groundwater would have
filied it up over time. The Moida Auhor-
ities need to answer whether such a
pushita land (in the river's Noodplain)
should ever have beon sold?

Giventhat the double basement build-
ings are about 30-40 feet deep before the
foundationsare cast, the water bevel in the
pit would easily Turve been aboue 20 feet
deep. enough to drown the car and its
hapless driver.

Will there be any accountability or re-
spensibility for the incident? Although
there have been some movement —
buallders have boen served notice and the
Nobda Autharity CEOQ put on “wait g™ —
the prodability ks werrifylngly low,

After all, the tragedy can be ascribed
tora number of reasons and agencies. The
Mokda Authority’s planning department.
as wellasits road department. The devel -
aperf bullder andthe so-called owners of
the plot, too, must be held responsible,
The authotities in charge of rescie oper-
ations, who arrived too late to save the vie-
tim. must bear responsibility. Itisalsoan
abdication on partof the lozal police who
were probably too overwhelmed by other
miatters of law enforcement to give ad-
equate attenthon tothe site of the tragedy.

And. finally, the citizenry, (oo, that
seems Lo have got used to irregularities.
For them, the omissions at the site may
haveappeared trivial before things tooka
rage turn.

Thewriter i3 an architect and urbanist

construction pit along a main road.

The incident highlighted systemic failures in
urban planning, road safety norms, land-use

regulation, and governance accountability.
The area is part of planned urban

development, not an unauthorized settlement.
The pit belonged to an abandoned real estate

project with multiple basement excavation.
The site lies close to the Hindon river
floodplain.

Key Points

Sudden road geometry change from four-lane

to two-lane with sharp turn.

Absence of crash barriers and warning signage.
Non-adherence to IRC road design standards.
Sale/allotment of land in floodplain-adjacent

area.

High groundwater table led to water
accumulation in basement pit.

Lack of site fencing and hazard mitigation.
Delay in emergency rescue response.
Diffused responsibility among planning

authority, road department, developer, police,

and disaster response agencies.

Static Linkages

* Master Planning and Zonal Planning — NCERT
Geography (Urbanisation)

¢ Road safety standards - Indian Road Congress
(IRC)

¢ Floodplains as ecological buffers - NCERT
Physical Geography

e Groundwater-river interaction — NCERT
Geography

¢ Disaster preparedness - NDMA Guidelines

* Doctrine of Public Trust - Indian Polity

e Accountability in public administration - ARC
Reports

Critical Analysis

e Gap between urban planning and on-ground
execution.

e Weak enforcement of technical standards.

e Environmental concerns ignored in real estate-
driven urban growth.

* Fragmented institutional responsibility.

e Ethical failure in ensuring citizen safety.

* Reactive governance instead of preventive
regulation.

Way Forward

e Mandatory compliance with IRC and CRRI
norms.

e Prohibition of deep basements in floodplain
and high water table zones.

e Periodic safety audits of urban infrastructure.

» Clear fixation of accountability among
agencies.

e Mandatory fencing and monitoring of
abandoned construction sites.

* Integration of hydrological mapping in urban
planning.

[ ]

Strengthening urban disaster response
mechanisms.



Report card for the
officerisagoodidea

INCEINDEPENDENCE, India hasfaced achallengewith

respect to the bureaucracy. The civil services, designed

for the needs of an extractive and imperious colonial

power, needed to be transformed to a “steel frame” that
serves the needs of a young democracy. Civil service reforms
began with the Constitution, continued with the first Adminis-
trative Reforms Commission (1966), focused on reforming train-
ing and promotions withthe second ARC(2009) and the Right to
Information Act. The “administrative scorecards” sent by the
CabinetSecretariat to secretariesin the central government must
be viewed through this prism of making the civil services more
efficient and responsive. As this newspaper reported, the score-
cards assess officers and their departments out of 100, with a
special emphasis on “file disposal”, “Output/Activities” and “ex-
penditure on schemes;/ capital expenditure”.

Over the last decade, the Centre has also made several at-
tempts tobring the bureaucracy up tospeed through digitisation,
Mission Karmayogi, lateral entry and PRAGATT, to fast-trackin-
frastructure projects. Some of these schemes have drawn criticism
on two broad parameters, First, they weretoo dependent on the
executive’s political will. Second, they left in place far too much
subjectivity. The “report card”is a step towards addressing both.

Bureaucracies are notoriously impervious to change. Part of
the reason for this is the ability of “governmentality™ to rationalise
and absorb within its framework the very measures that are
meant tochangeit. Administrative scorecards can easily become
just another task to tick off, rather than being seen as animpetus
for improved efficiency. The other danger with assessments is
that they become more important than what they are meant to
assess, aswhenatest score matters more than learning, However,
ifthese pitfalls are kept in mind and avoided, the administrative
scorecard has the potential to move the bureaucracy forward in
ways that are measurable — and much-needed.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

Post-Independence, India inherited a colonial
administrative system designed for control,
not democratic service delivery.
Successive reforms aimed to convert the
bureaucracy into a development-oriented and
accountable “steel frame”.
Major reform milestones include:
o Constitutional provisions ensuring
neutrality and continuity of services.
o First Administrative Reforms Commission
(1966) focusing on structure and efficiency.
o Second Administrative Reforms
Commission (2009) emphasising
performance, ethics, and citizen-centric
governance.
o RTI Act, 2005 enhancing transparency and
accountability.
Recently, the Cabinet Secretariat introduced
administrative scorecards for Secretaries and
central departments.
Scorecards assess performance out of 100,
focusing on:
o File disposal
o Qutputs/activities
o Expenditure on schemes and capital
expenditure

Key Points

Scorecards introduce quantifiable and
standardised performance assessment.

Aim to reduce subjectivity in evaluating senior
civil servants.
Part of broader governance reforms such as:
o Mission Karmayogi
o Digitisation and e-Office systems
o PRAGATI
o Lateral entry at senior levels
Focus on outcomes aligns with results-based
governance.
Attempts to institutionalise accountability
beyond political discretion.

Static Linkages

Indian Constitution: Articles 309-311 (civil
services safeguards).

ARC Reports: Performance appraisal,
accountability, and citizen-centric
administration.

Economic Survey: Importance of capital
expenditure for long-term growth.
Indian Polity (NCERT/Laxmikanth):
Bureaucracy as a permanent executive.
Ethics in governance: Performance with
integrity and public interest.

Critical Analysis
Positive Aspects

Enhances measurability of administrative
performance.

Encourages timely decision-making and faster
implementation.

Supports fiscal discipline through focus on
expenditure efficiency.

Reduces arbitrariness in evaluations.

Concerns

Risk of mechanical compliance (tick-box
approach).

Over-emphasis on quantitative indicators may
ignore policy quality.

Departments may prioritise scores over
substantive outcomes.

Cultural resistance within entrenched
bureaucratic systems.

Way Forward

Combine scorecards with qualitative
assessments and peer review.

Link evaluation outcomes with training and
capacity building, not only incentives.
Periodic revision of indicators to reflect policy
complexity.

Incorporate citizen-centric outcomes and
service delivery indicators.

Maintain balance between accountability and
bureaucratic autonomy.



