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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Prime Minister Narendra Modi paid an official
visit to Malaysia and held bilateral talks with
Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim.
India and Malaysia signed 11 agreements/MoUs
to expand cooperation in strategic and
economic sectors.
Both countries reiterated commitment to
Indo-Pacific peace, stability, and ASEAN
centrality.
Malaysia extended support for India’s
permanent membership in a reformed UNSC.

Key Points
Trade & Economy

Agreement to promote local currency
settlement using Indian Rupee and
Malaysian Ringgit.
Push to enhance bilateral trade and
investment flows through CEO Forum.

Semiconductors & Manufacturing
Framework pact signed for deeper
cooperation in the semiconductor sector.
Aligns with India’s efforts to build a
domestic semiconductor ecosystem.

Defence & Security
Cooperation to be strengthened in
counter-terrorism, intelligence sharing, and
maritime security.
India reiterated policy of zero tolerance to
terrorism.

Indo-Pacific & ASEAN
Reaffirmation of ASEAN centrality in the
Indo-Pacific regional architecture.
Consensus to complete review of ASEAN-
India Trade in Goods Agreement (AITIGA)
expeditiously.

Diplomatic Engagement
Decision to establish an Indian Consulate
General in Malaysia.

Engagement with Indian diaspora and
political leadership of Indian origin in
Malaysia.

Static Linkages
Act East Policy: India’s strategic outreach to
Southeast Asia.
Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative (IPOI): Maritime
cooperation and rules-based order.
UNSC Reform: Reflects changing global power
realities (India Year Book).
Local Currency Trade Settlement: RBI-backed
mechanism to reduce dollar dependence.
Semiconductor Policy: Linked to India
Semiconductor Mission and PLI schemes
(Economic Survey).

Critical Analysis
Positives

Strengthens India’s strategic presence in
Southeast Asia.
Diversifies semiconductor supply chains.
Enhances maritime and counter-terror
cooperation.
Supports India’s global governance reform
agenda.

Concerns
Persistent trade imbalance.
Semiconductor collaboration faces technology
and skill constraints.
ASEAN’s consensus-based approach may slow
outcomes.

Way Forward
Early completion of AITIGA review to address
trade barriers.
Operationalisation of semiconductor
cooperation through joint R&D.
Expansion of joint maritime exercises and
information sharing.
Institutional strengthening of local currency
settlement mechanisms.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

India and the United States are close to
finalising a formal Interim Trade Agreement,
with negotiations “nearly complete”, as stated
by Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal.
The agreement is expected to be concluded by
mid-March, following reduction of U.S.
reciprocal tariffs to 18%.
India projects imports of critical commodities
worth ~$2 trillion over the next five years, part
of which may be sourced from the U.S.
Agriculture was identified as India’s key red-
line sector, with safeguards built into the
agreement.

Key Points
Nature of Agreement

Interim trade agreement negotiated line-
by-line, not merely a framework pact.
Aims to deepen economic engagement
within the broader India–U.S. strategic
partnership.

Agricultural Safeguards
Products where India is self-sufficient
excluded from tariff liberalisation.
Use of tariff-rate quotas (TRQs), phased
tariff reductions, and margin of preference.

Market Access Gains
Zero-duty access in the U.S. for several
Indian agricultural and processed food
exports (spices, tea, coffee, coconut
products, fruits).
Supports India’s aim to double agri-exports
(currently ~$54–55 billion annually).

Cotton and Textiles
Limited import of Extra-Long Staple cotton
to address domestic shortages.
Expected to boost textile exports and
indirectly increase domestic cotton
demand.

Static Linkages
WTO-compliant trade liberalisation with
protection of sensitive sectors (NCERT – Open
Economy).
Use of TRQs and phased tariff reduction as
recognised trade policy instruments.
Agricultural protection aligned with food security
concerns and MSP framework.
Trade diversification consistent with Atmanirbhar
Bharat and supply-chain resilience strategy.
Interim agreements as stepping stones towards
comprehensive FTAs (Economic Survey).

Critical Analysis
Advantages

Enhances India–U.S. strategic partnership through
economic cooperation.
Protects Indian farmers via calibrated market
opening.
Expands access to developed markets for Indian
agri and textile exports.
Strengthens supply-chain security in critical
sectors.

Concerns
Risk of increased import dependence on the U.S.
in strategic commodities.
Limited public disclosure may lead to stakeholder
mistrust.
Interim nature may create uncertainty without a
long-term roadmap.

Way Forward
Ensure transparent sector-wise impact
assessment.
Strengthen domestic agricultural competitiveness
and value addition.
Periodic review of safeguard mechanisms for
sensitive sectors.
Use interim pact as a pathway to a
comprehensive, balanced FTA.
Align trade policy with long-term industrial and
mineral security goals.

Supply Chain Diversification
Reduces dependence on
geopolitically less-preferred import
sources.
Focus on critical minerals, energy,
and advanced manufacturing inputs.

Labour Mobility
Immigration and labour movement
not part of the trade agreement.
Mobility addressed separately,
consistent with India’s FTA practice.

Excluded Issues
Russian oil imports not part of the
trade negotiations.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Political debate over India’s trade agreements
signed with ASEAN countries and key Asian
economies.
Criticism of UPA-era FTAs and import policy,
especially edible oils (palm oil).
Issue coincides with India’s ASEAN outreach
and ongoing India–US trade negotiations.
Raises concerns on trade deficits, agricultural
impact, sovereignty and WTO commitments.

Key Points
India has FTAs with ASEAN, Japan, South Korea
and Singapore.
India’s edible oil production: ~10.5–10.6
million tonnes annually.
Edible oil imports: ~16 million tonnes/year
(Economic Survey).
Import bill on edible oils (2024–25): ~USD 18.3
billion.
Palm oil imports continued across NDA and
UPA governments.
India’s trade deficit with ASEAN remains
structurally high.
US MFN tariff on Indian goods earlier ~3%;
reciprocal tariffs raised to ~25% (April 2025).
Concerns raised over agriculture, dairy market
access and strategic autonomy.

Static Linkages 
Comparative Advantage and gains from trade.
WTO principles: MFN, National Treatment.
Post-1991 trade liberalisation reforms.
Oilseed productivity gap in Indian agriculture.
Trade deficit vs current account deficit.
Role of FTAs in Global Value Chains (GVCs).

Critical Analysis
Positives

FTAs ensure availability of essential
commodities at stable prices.
Consumer welfare through lower inflation.
Strategic engagement with ASEAN supports
Act East Policy.

Concerns
Import surge hurts domestic oilseed farmers.
Trade deficits reduce long-term economic
resilience.
Weak utilisation of FTA export opportunities.
Limited transparency in trade negotiations.

Structural Challenges
Low farm productivity and fragmented
landholdings.
Dependence on imports for edible oils.
Asymmetric gains from FTAs.

Way Forward
Periodic review and renegotiation of FTAs.
Strong safeguard clauses for agriculture.
Boost oilseed productivity (R&D, MSP,
extension services).
Diversify import sources to reduce
vulnerability.
Ensure parliamentary oversight and
transparency in trade deals.
Align trade policy with Atmanirbhar Bharat
goals.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The Communist Party of India (Marxist)
criticised the proposed India–U.S. interim
trade agreement.
It alleged that the agreement compromises
economic sovereignty, farmers’ interests, and
strategic autonomy.
The party demanded full disclosure of the
agreement in Parliament before finalisation.

Key Points
Alleged zero-tariff access for U.S. agricultural
products:

Fruits, apples, cotton, tree nuts, soybean
oil, food products.

Possible adverse impact on:
Apple growers (Himachal Pradesh, J&K,
Northeast).
Cotton and soybean farmers facing high
input costs and indebtedness.

Concerns over removal of Non-Tariff Barriers
(NTBs) on food and agriculture.
Risk of Indian farmers competing with heavily
subsidised U.S. agriculture.
Allegations of external pressure on:

India’s energy imports (Russia).
Defence procurement choices.

Demand for parliamentary oversight and
transparency.

Static Linkages
WTO Agreement on Agriculture (AoA):

Market Access, Domestic Support, Export
Subsidies.

Non-Tariff Barriers (NTBs):
SPS (Sanitary and Phytosanitary) measures.
TBT (Technical Barriers to Trade).

Minimum Support Price (MSP) and farm
subsidy structure.
Strategic Autonomy as a principle of India’s
foreign policy.
Parliamentary role in treaties under Article 253
(executive power with legislative oversight).

Critical Analysis
Concerns

Zero-tariff imports may depress domestic farm
prices.
Unequal competition due to higher subsidies in
developed countries.
Weakening of NTBs may affect food safety and
farmer protection.
Monitoring mechanisms may dilute policy
autonomy.
Strategic risks from defence import
dependence.

Counter View
Trade agreements can:

Improve access for Indian services and
manufacturing exports.
Strengthen strategic and technological
cooperation.

Consumer welfare through price stability if
safeguards exist.

Way Forward
Place trade agreements before Parliament for
debate.
Conduct sector-wise impact assessment,
especially agriculture.
Protect farmers through:

MSP reforms, income support, crop
diversification.

Retain WTO-compliant NTBs for food safety
and livelihood protection.
Balance trade liberalisation with strategic
autonomy.
Enhance domestic competitiveness via agri-
infrastructure and value addition.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

Upcoming Census 2026–27 will include caste
enumeration; methodology yet to be notified.
Debate on method of caste enumeration:

Open-ended self-declaration (SECC 2011
model)
Pre-coded caste list (Bihar Caste Survey
model)

Linguist and scholar G.N. Devy suggests using
linguistic and cultural markers for post-Census
classification.

Key Points
SECC 2011 returned ~46 lakh caste names due
to:

Spelling variations
Synonyms
Regional naming differences

Proposed solution:
Allow open-ended caste entries in Census
Apply post-Census scholarly scrutiny

Method inspired by language census model:
2011 Census recorded ~19,000 mother
tongues
After scrutiny → reduced to 1,369 validated
languages

Caste consolidation parameters:
Shared language
Common ancestry
Lifestyle patterns
Kinship and marriage relations

Anthropological Survey of India (AnSI)
suggested as certifying authority.
Reference base:

People of India project (AnSI)

Static Linkages
Census of India → Union subject (Entry 69,
Union List)
Socio Economic and Caste Census (SECC),
2011
Criminal Tribes Act, 1871 (colonial
classification)
National Commission for Denotified, Nomadic
and Semi-Nomadic Tribes
Idate Commission Report (2017)
Language Census methodology (Census 2011)

Critical Analysis
Advantages

Prevents exclusion due to name variations.
Reflects socio-cultural realities.
Enables accurate beneficiary identification.
Improves targeting of welfare schemes.

Concerns
Data processing complexity.
Time and resource intensive.
Need for institutional coordination.
Data transparency and privacy issues.

Stakeholders
Government (policy design, implementation)
Marginalised communities
Scholars and research institutions

Way Forward
Adopt open-ended caste declaration in
Census.
Mandate post-enumeration validation by
expert bodies.
Explicitly enumerate Denotified, Nomadic and
Semi-Nomadic Tribes (DNTs).
Use technology (AI/ML) for clustering and
reconciliation.
Ensure transparency with anonymised
research access.
Link caste data to evidence-based social
justice policies.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

On 4 February 2026, three minor sisters died
by suicide in Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh.
Preliminary findings indicated screen addiction
and parental conflict as contributory factors.
Incident triggered debate on social media
regulation for children in India.
Globally, countries like Australia
(implemented) and Spain (proposed) have
announced age-based social media bans.
India is witnessing renewed calls for blanket
bans on social media for minors.

Key Points
Global evidence:

Meta-analyses show small but consistent
association between excessive social media
use and:

Anxiety and depression
Self-harm behaviour
Body image issues (higher impact on
adolescent girls)

Australian Model:
Ban on social media accounts for under-16
users
Mandatory age verification
Heavy penalties on platforms

Indian concerns:
Enforcement difficulty due to VPN use and
digital circumvention
Risk of privacy violations via ID-linked
verification
Migration to unregulated or encrypted
platforms

Social role of social media:
Support networks for rural, marginalised, LGBTQ+,
disabled adolescents

Digital divide:
Only 33.3% women have ever used the internet vs
57.1% men (National Sample Survey)

Regulatory gap:
Focus largely on notice-and-takedown under IT Act,
2000
Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023 relies on
parental consent mechanisms

Emerging risk:
Increased use of AI chatbots by minors for
emotional and mental health support
Reports of algorithmic harm and unsafe interactions

Static Linkages 
Child rights under UN Convention on the Rights of the
Child
Doctrine of Proportionality in restriction of
fundamental rights
Digital divide as a development and governance issue
Adolescent development psychology
Media effects and moral panic theory

Critical Analysis
Limitations of Blanket Bans

Technically unenforceable in a digitally literate
population
Encourages use of VPNs and unsafe platforms
Ignores socio-economic and gender differences
May increase surveillance risks
Excludes youth voices from policy formulation

Equity Concerns
Likely to restrict girls’ internet access in patriarchal
households
Reduces access to learning and peer support for
marginalised groups

Regulatory Inconsistency
Social media targeted while AI platforms remain weakly
regulated
Absence of child-specific algorithmic accountability

Way Forward
Shift from ban-based to accountability-based
regulation
Introduce:

Digital competition law
Statutory duty of care for platforms towards minors

Establish independent digital regulator with technical
expertise
Fund India-specific longitudinal research on child
digital behaviour
Ensure child and adolescent participation in policy
design
Harmonise regulation across social media and AI
systems
Address gender digital divide through access-oriented
policies
Strengthen digital literacy and parental guidance, not
prohibition
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Lok Sabha adopted the Motion of Thanks to
the President’s Address without the reply of
the Prime Minister, an unprecedented
departure from parliamentary convention.
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla cited security-
related “inputs” as the reason for advising the
Prime Minister not to attend the House.
Leader of the Opposition Rahul Gandhi was
disallowed from citing excerpts from a book by
former Army Chief M. M. Naravane during the
debate.
Congress MP K. C. Venugopal highlighted that
parliamentary rules mandate the Prime
Minister’s reply unless the House adopts a
specific resolution.
The Prime Minister Narendra Modi did not
reply to the debate, raising concerns over
parliamentary accountability.

Key Points
The Motion of Thanks debate is the first major
parliamentary scrutiny of the government
after the President’s Address.
Conventionally, the debate must conclude
with the Prime Minister’s reply in the Lok
Sabha.

No formal resolution was moved to dispense
with the Prime Minister’s reply.
Denial of speech to the LoP and absence of the
PM together resulted in incomplete
parliamentary deliberation.
Issues raised related to national security
decision-making, a core domain of executive
accountability.

Static Linkages 
Article 87 – President’s Address to Parliament.
Article 75(3) – Collective responsibility of the
Council of Ministers to the Lok Sabha.
Rules of Procedure of Lok Sabha – Debate on
Motion of Thanks ordinarily concludes with
PM’s reply.
Parliamentary Conventions – Unwritten but
binding practices ensuring executive
accountability.
Role of Speaker – Expected neutrality and
protection of deliberative democracy.

Critical Analysis
Issues Identified

Weakening of collective ministerial
responsibility.
Erosion of parliamentary conventions, which
are essential to constitutional morality.
Marginalisation of the Opposition’s oversight
role.
Raises concerns about Speaker’s discretion
overriding established procedure.
Missed opportunity for democratic debate on
national security governance.

Implications
Sets a precedent for executive avoidance of
scrutiny.
Dilutes Parliament’s role as the supreme
deliberative forum.
Affects public trust in democratic institutions.

Way Forward
Codify key parliamentary conventions related
to executive accountability.
Strengthen procedural safeguards limiting
discretionary dilution of debates.
Reaffirm neutrality and constitutional role of
the Speaker.
Ensure mandatory executive responses on
critical debates through rule amendments.
Promote parliamentary discussion on national
security within constitutional limits.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

Supreme Court of India examined WhatsApp’s
2021 privacy policy update.
Case relates to appeal against ₹213.14 crore
penalty imposed by Competition Commission
of India.
Policy allowed sharing of user data with Meta-
owned platforms (Facebook, Instagram).
Users were forced to accept updated policy or
stop using WhatsApp.
Court highlighted WhatsApp’s dominant
position and network effect in India.

Key Points
WhatsApp has near-universal penetration in
India’s smartphone ecosystem.
Strong network effects limit users’ ability to
shift to alternatives.
“Take-it-or-leave-it” consent undermines free
and informed choice.
CCI held the policy as abuse of dominant
position under competition law.
Opt-out mechanisms ineffective at large digital
scale.

India lacks a dedicated ex-ante digital
competition framework.
Draft Digital Competition Bill (2024) released
but not yet enacted.

Static Linkages
Fundamental Right to Privacy under Article 21.
Abuse of dominant position under Competition
Act, 2002.
Market failure due to information asymmetry
in digital platforms.
Role of independent regulators in market
correction.
Concept of consent in governance and ethics.

Critical Analysis
Issues

Market dominance restricts consumer choice.
Default consent favours platform over users.
Cross-platform data sharing raises privacy
risks.
Weak competition discourages innovation.

Justifications by Platform
Free service enabled by data-driven business
models.
Encryption ensures message-level privacy.

Way Forward
Enact Digital Competition Law with ex-ante
regulation.
Define and regulate systemically important
digital enterprises.
Strengthen coordination between competition
and data protection regulators.
Mandate default privacy-protective consent.
Promote interoperability and data portability.
Encourage domestic and alternative digital
platforms.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

India has recently advanced major bilateral
trade engagements with:

European Union (EU) through a Free Trade
Agreement framework.
United States (US) via an Interim Trade
Agreement, with scope for a full Bilateral
Trade Agreement (BTA).

These agreements aim to connect India with
two of the world’s largest consumer markets.
The developments occur amid:

Global supply chain restructuring.
Declining multilateralism and increasing
bilateral trade arrangements.
India’s objective of expanding exports and
reducing strategic vulnerabilities.

Key Points
EU offers preferential market access to over
99% of Indian exports by value.
US interim deal reduces tariff uncertainty and
restores trade momentum.
Indian exports to the US recorded ~4.3%
growth in FY26 (first nine months) despite
tariff regime.
Major beneficiary sectors:

Chemicals and pharmaceuticals.
Textiles and apparel.
Engineering goods.

India safeguards agriculture and dairy sectors
as negotiating red lines.
US likely to increase exports to India in:

Energy products (crude oil, LNG).
Aircraft parts, precision metals, and
technology products.

Both EU and US engagements include dialogue
on:

Critical Analysis
Advantages

Expands India’s access to large and high-
income markets.
Enhances export competitiveness of Indian
industries.
Supports labour-intensive manufacturing
sectors.
Strengthens energy security through
diversified imports.
Reduces dependence on China-centric supply
chains.
Reflects India’s improved negotiating capacity.

Concerns
Increased import competition may affect
MSMEs.
Compliance with EU standards may raise costs.
Potential widening of trade deficit if exports
underperform.
Limited short-term gains without domestic
reforms.
Agricultural sector remains politically
sensitive.

Way Forward
Improve logistics efficiency and reduce
transaction costs.
Strengthen MSME competitiveness and
technology adoption.
Align domestic standards with global
benchmarks.
Institutionalise trade impact assessments.
Promote export diversification and value
addition.
Balance trade liberalisation with social and
sectoral safeguards.

Digital trade.
Non-tariff barriers (standards,
regulations).

Static Linkages
WTO framework and MFN principle.
GATT Article XXIV (legality of FTAs).
Comparative Advantage theory.
Balance of Payments and trade
balance.
Trade elasticity and tariff incidence.
Energy security and import
diversification.
Non-Tariff Barriers (SPS and TBT
measures).
Global Value Chains (GVCs).
Export-led growth model.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Three minor sisters died by suicide in
Ghaziabad, allegedly following conflict with
parents over excessive use of online games
and digital content.
The incident has renewed focus on the impact
of social media and digital addiction on
children’s mental health.
Australia has enacted a ban on social media
use for children below 16 years.
Several countries are considering similar
regulatory measures; India currently lacks a
child-specific digital regulation framework.

Key Points
Social media platforms use algorithm-driven
engagement models that prioritise screen time
and addictive behaviour.
Evidence links excessive social media use
among children to:

Anxiety and depression
Body-image dissatisfaction
Sleep disorders
Suicidal ideation

Adolescence is a neurologically vulnerable
phase due to ongoing brain development and
heightened peer comparison.
ASER 2024:

Only ~33% of rural adolescents below 16
own personal smartphones.

NCRB data shows an increasing trend of
suicides among children and adolescents in
recent years.
Existing age limits on platforms (13 years) lack
effective age-verification mechanisms.
Australia’s model places legal responsibility on
companies for age verification and allows
parental legal recourse.

Static Linkages 
Article 21 – Right to life includes mental health.
Article 39(f) – Protection of children from
exploitation and neglect.
Doctrine of Parens Patriae – State’s duty to
protect children.
Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of
Children) Act, 2015.
UN Convention on the Rights of the Child
(UNCRC).
NCERT Biology – Adolescent brain
development and reward pathways.
Public Health Principle – Precautionary
Principle.

Critical Analysis
Arguments Supporting Regulation

Protects children during critical
developmental stages.
Reduces risk of addiction and mental health
disorders.
Ensures corporate accountability for
algorithmic harm.
Aligns with constitutional obligation to protect
children.

Concerns and Challenges
Enforcement of age verification.
Risk of digital exclusion.
Freedom of expression considerations.
Possibility of migration to unregulated
platforms.

Way Forward
Enact a Child Digital Safety Law with
mandatory age verification.
Mandate algorithmic audits for platforms used
by minors.
Integrate mental health education and digital
literacy in schools.
Strengthen parental control and default safety
settings.
Establish an independent Digital Child
Protection Authority.
Promote offline social and recreational
infrastructure for children.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

India has recently concluded trade
negotiations with the European Union and
issued a joint statement with the United States
outlining a framework for an Interim Trade
Agreement.
These developments occur amid
unprecedented geopolitical uncertainty,
supply chain realignments, and increasing geo-
economic pressures.
India has already signed comprehensive trade
agreements with Australia, UAE, UK, New
Zealand and ASEAN, covering most major
global economic regions.
Simultaneously, India has reduced several non-
tariff barriers, including rationalisation of
Quality Control Orders.
External pressure persists regarding India’s
energy imports, particularly crude oil from
Russia.

Key Points
India’s trade policy is witnessing a structural
shift from protectionism towards greater trade
openness.
Tariff rationalisation and reduction of non-
tariff barriers aim to improve export
competitiveness.
Trade agreements are expected to enhance
market access for Indian goods and services.

Labour-intensive sectors such as textiles, leather,
engineering goods and electronics are likely to
benefit.
India’s relative position improves vis-à-vis
competitors like Vietnam and Indonesia in global
markets.
Sensitive sectors, particularly agriculture, have
largely been safeguarded in negotiations.
Energy trade has emerged as a strategic leverage
point in global negotiations.

Static Linkages
Comparative advantage and gains from trade.
Export-led growth strategy and structural
transformation.
Tariff and non-tariff barriers under WTO framework.
Global Value Chains (GVCs) and manufacturing
competitiveness.
Balance of Payments and Current Account
sustainability.
Trade liberalisation experience of East Asian
economies.

Critical Analysis
Advantages

Improves export competitiveness and
diversification.
Facilitates integration with global value chains.
Generates employment through labour-intensive
manufacturing.
Encourages efficiency and innovation through
competition.

Concerns
MSMEs face adjustment costs due to global
competition.
Risk of import surges impacting domestic industries.
Benefits limited without complementary domestic
reforms.
Strategic vulnerability due to energy dependence
and geopolitical pressures.

Stakeholder Perspective
Exporters: Positive due to improved access.
MSMEs: Need transition support.
Farmers: Cautious due to potential future
liberalisation.
Strategic community: Concerned about external
leverage through trade and energy.

Way Forward
Accelerate domestic reforms in logistics, labour and
land markets.
Strengthen trade adjustment assistance for MSMEs.
Invest in skilling and workforce mobility.
Diversify energy sources to reduce geopolitical
dependence.
Ensure safeguard clauses and periodic review
mechanisms in trade agreements.
Align trade policy with long-term industrial and
manufacturing strategy.
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