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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The Commission for Air Quality Management
(CAQM) has highlighted a policy shift in air
pollution control strategy in Delhi-NCR, from
primary focus on stubble burning to transport-
sector emissions.
CAQM noted that recent winter seasons have
recorded fewer ‘severe’ AQI days, indicating
partial improvement.
The statement comes amid debates on data
credibility, effectiveness of stubble-burning
controls, and rising vehicular pollution.

Key Points
Air Quality Trends

Fewer days with AQI > 450 (Severe
category).
2025 projected as the cleanest year in eight
years (excluding 2020).

Stubble Burning
Decline in fire counts in Punjab and
Haryana.
Burnt-area reduction less significant →
indicates evasive practices.
Ground-level verification suggests
improvement.

Transport Sector
Vehicles now a major contributor to PM2.5
in Delhi-NCR.
Focus on public transport strengthening
and vehicular emission control.

Regulatory Measures
Inspections of industries and construction
sites.
Action against industries in non-
conforming zones.
AQI data sourced from Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB).

Static Linkages
National Ambient Air Quality Standards
(NAAQS).
Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act,
1981.
Graded Response Action Plan (GRAP).
Sustainable Development principle.
Negative externalities and state regulation.
Urban transport emissions as a key pollution
source.

Critical Analysis
Strengths

Shift to transport emissions reflects updated
source apportionment studies.
Decline in extreme AQI days shows policy
impact.
Stronger enforcement against industrial
violations.

Limitations
No time-bound pollution reduction targets.
Data credibility concerns weaken public trust.
Fragmented Centre–State–Local coordination.
Continued stubble-burning evasions.

Way Forward
Set sector-wise emission reduction targets
aligned with NAAQS.
Strengthen public transport and last-mile
connectivity.
Expand electric mobility and stricter vehicular
emission norms.
Promote in-situ crop residue management with
incentives.
Independent auditing of air-quality monitoring
stations.
Adopt airshed-based regional governance.

Structural Constraints
NCR population ~8 crore.
Rapid urbanisation and
vehicle growth offset
pollution-control gains.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The Supreme Court observed that several
States are deliberately avoiding the
appointment of regular Directors-General of
Police (DGPs).
Instead, States are continuing with “Acting
DGPs”, violating the Prakash Singh vs Union of
India (2006) judgment.
The issue surfaced during proceedings related
to Telangana, where no regular DGP has been
appointed since 2017.
The UPSC informed the Court that States
selectively delay sending proposals to retain
preferred officers.

Key Points
Prakash Singh Judgment (2006):

Issued under Article 142 of the
Constitution.
Mandated:

Selection of DGPs from three senior-
most meritorious officers empanelled
by UPSC.
Minimum fixed tenure of two years for
DGPs.
Rejection of the concept of “Acting
DGPs”.

Subsequent Supreme Court Orders (2018 &
2019):

States must send proposals to UPSC three
months before retirement of incumbent
DGP.
UPSC to prepare a panel of eligible officers.
State must appoint one of the empanelled
officers immediately.

Court observations:
Delays deprive senior officers of legitimate
career progression.
Ad-hoc appointments allow political
interference in policing.

Directions:
UPSC to proactively remind States to send
proposals.
UPSC may approach the Supreme Court if States
ignore communications.

Telangana:
UPSC given four weeks to finalize
recommendations for appointment of a regular
DGP.

Static Linkages
Police and Public Order: State List (List II), Seventh
Schedule.
Article 142: Power of Supreme Court to do complete
justice.
Rule of Law: Requires impartial and politically
neutral police.
National Police Commission (1977–81):

Recommended fixed tenure for police
leadership.

Second Administrative Reforms Commission (ARC):
Emphasized insulating police from political and
bureaucratic interference.

Critical Analysis
Advantages of SC Directions

Strengthens institutional autonomy of police.
Enhances professionalism and continuity in
leadership.
Reinforces constitutional morality and judicial
authority.

Issues and Challenges
States cite federal autonomy concerns.
Absence of statutory backing leads to weak
compliance.
Political reluctance to surrender control over police
leadership.
Over-reliance on judicial intervention instead of
legislative reform.

Way Forward
States should enact comprehensive police reform
laws in line with SC directions.
Make fixed tenure provisions statutory and
enforceable.
Strengthen State Security Commissions and Police
Establishment Boards.
Periodic judicial review of compliance with police
reform directives.
Promote a governance culture prioritizing rule of
law over political expediency.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

In December 2025, the Union Government
modified the procedure for non-coal mining
projects, allowing Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) after land acquisition, even
without detailed location and area particulars.
In 2025, the Supreme Court recalled its
judgment in Vanashakti vs Union of India,
which had prohibited retrospective
environmental clearances.
The Supreme Court, in In Re: Issue Relating to
Definition of Aravalli Hills and Ranges (2025),
accepted a height-based (100-metre)
definition of the Aravalli ranges.
Judicial approvals were granted for:

Felling of mangroves for industrial and
infrastructure projects.
Large-scale infrastructure projects such as
the Char Dham Highway in Uttarakhand.

These developments raise concerns regarding
environmental protection, constitutional
obligations, and sustainable development.

Key Points
EIA Framework:

EIA is governed under the Environment
(Protection) Act, 1986 and EIA Notification,
2006.
Post-facto and conditional clearances
weaken preventive environmental
regulation.

Aravalli Ecosystem:
Aravallis act as barriers against
desertification, aid groundwater recharge,
and regulate regional climate.
Earlier judicial interpretation treated
Aravallis as a continuous geomorphological
system, not merely height-based hills.

Mangroves:
Classified under CRZ-I as ecologically
sensitive areas.
Provide coastal protection, carbon
sequestration, and biodiversity support.

Himalayan Ecology:
The Himalayas are geologically young and
highly prone to landslides.
Infrastructure expansion increases disaster
vulnerability.

Economic Survey 2025–26:
Critically noted environmental risks arising
from unregulated infrastructure and
private investment.

Static Linkages
Constitutional Provisions:

Article 21 – Right to life includes the right
to a clean environment.
Article 48A – State obligation to protect
and improve the environment.
Article 51A(g) – Fundamental duty of
citizens to protect the environment.
Article 14 – Protection against arbitrariness
and unequal classification.

Environmental Principles:
Precautionary Principle
Sustainable Development
Polluter Pays Principle
Public Trust Doctrine

Legal Framework:
Environment (Protection) Act, 1986
Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980
Coastal Regulation Zone Notifications

Critical Analysis
Issues Identified

Dilution of the precautionary principle through
post-facto clearances.
Height-based ecological classification lacks
scientific and ecological basis.
Over-reliance on mitigation and compensatory
mechanisms instead of prevention.
Procedural fairness concerns in public
hearings and environmental clearances.
Increased ecological risks for future
generations.
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Constitutional Concerns
Potential violation of Article 21 due to
environmental degradation.
Arbitrary classifications undermining Article
14.
Weak enforcement of Articles 48A and 51A(g).

Way Forward
Reinstate EIA prior to land acquisition as a
mandatory norm.
Adopt ecosystem-based definitions for
ecologically sensitive areas.
Strengthen judicial consistency in
environmental jurisprudence.
Ensure meaningful public participation in
environmental decision-making.
Integrate disaster risk assessment in
infrastructure planning.
Promote development aligned with sustainable
development goals (SDGs).
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Union Budget 2025–26 announces a double-
digit increase (~15%) in defence expenditure.
Defence outlay reaches around 2% of GDP,
reversing a declining trend since 2017.
Capital expenditure exceeds revenue
expenditure, indicating renewed focus on
modernisation.
Budget announced amid heightened global
security uncertainty and regional strategic
challenges.

Key Points
Total defence allocation: ~₹6.2 lakh crore (BE).
Capital outlay increased by over 22% (MoD,
Budget Documents).
Service-wise capital allocation increase:

Indian Air Force: ~32%
Indian Army: ~30%
Indian Navy: ~3%

75% of capital procurement earmarked for
domestic industry (Atmanirbhar Bharat).
Defence exports: ₹23,000 crore (FY 2023–24)
vs ₹1,000 crore in 2014 (MoD).
Pension expenditure: ~21.8% of defence
budget.
Capital allocation worth ₹12,500 crore lapsed
in FY 2024–25 due to procedural delays (PRS
India).

Static Linkages
Defence budget presented under Article 112 of
the Constitution.
Capital vs Revenue expenditure classification
(NCERT – Public Finance).
Defence procurement governed by Defence
Acquisition Procedure (DAP).

Role of defence industrial base in national
power (NCERT – Security Studies).
R&D expenditure and economic growth
relationship (Economic Survey).

Critical Analysis
Positive Aspects

Higher capital spending strengthens long-term
military capability.
Emphasis on indigenous procurement boosts
domestic defence manufacturing.
Export growth supports foreign exchange
earnings and strategic autonomy.
Defence infrastructure spending has spillover
effects on regional development.

Concerns
Rupee depreciation increases cost of imported
defence equipment.
Procedural delays lead to underutilisation of
capital funds.
L-1 procurement system limits participation of
innovative firms.
Fragmented defence R&D ecosystem reduces
technology absorption.
Rising pension liabilities reduce fiscal space for
modernisation.

Way Forward
Establish Non-Lapsable Defence
Modernisation Fund for continuity of projects.
Reform procurement norms to include quality-
cum-cost based selection.
Strengthen long-term defence planning and
assured order pipelines.
Integrate public and private sector defence
R&D.
Rationalise pension expenditure through
structural reforms.
Align defence expenditure with economic
growth and industrial policy.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Since Union Budget 2021–22, climate-related
allocations have gradually increased,
coinciding with post-COVID recovery and
global energy transition.
Union Budget 2026–27 focuses on selective
climate-linked sectors rather than economy-
wide decarbonisation.
A major announcement is a ₹20,000 crore five-
year outlay for Carbon Capture, Utilisation and
Storage (CCUS).
The budget is framed amid emerging global
trade pressures such as the EU’s Carbon
Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM)
affecting carbon-intensive exports.

Key Points
Carbon Capture, Utilisation and Storage
(CCUS)

₹20,000 crore over five years; indicates
pilot and demonstration phase.
Applicable mainly to hard-to-abate
industrial sectors: cement, steel, fertilisers,
aluminium.
High capital costs, energy penalty, and
infrastructure needs limit rapid scaling.

Trade and Competitiveness
EU’s CBAM will impose carbon-linked levies
on imports of steel, aluminium, cement and
fertilisers.
India’s exports to the EU are significantly
concentrated in steel and aluminium,
increasing vulnerability.

Decentralised Renewable Energy
PM Surya Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana allocation
increased to ₹22,000 crore in 2026–27.
Benefits include reduced transmission
losses, lower land requirements, and
household energy savings.

Solar Irrigation
PM-KUSUM allocation sustained at ₹5,000
crore; revised estimates show improved
absorption.

Nuclear Energy
Zero basic customs duty on nuclear plant
equipment extended till 2035.
Private participation enabled through legal
changes; concerns remain regarding safety,
liability, and financing.

Green Hydrogen
Budgetary support continues, but actual
expenditure remains limited, indicating
implementation challenges.

Static Linkages
India’s Nationally Determined Contributions
(NDCs) under the Paris Agreement:

Reduction in emissions intensity of GDP.
50% of installed electricity capacity from
non-fossil sources by 2030.

Hard-to-abate sectors identified in:
Economic Survey (Energy Transition
sections).
NITI Aayog’s long-term low-emission
development strategy.

Decentralised renewable energy emphasised
in:

National Electricity Policy.
India Year Book (Energy chapter).

Nuclear power categorised as non-fossil
energy in India’s climate accounting.

Critical Analysis
Strengths

Acknowledges the need for industrial
decarbonisation.
Encourages decentralised energy systems.
Aligns climate policy with export
competitiveness concerns.
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Limitations
CCUS funding inadequate for commercial-
scale deployment.
Sector-specific approach lacks an integrated
climate finance framework.
Persistent gap between budget
announcements and actual utilisation.
Heavy dependence on private investment
without adequate risk-sharing mechanisms.
Nuclear expansion constrained by long
gestation periods and liability concerns.

Way Forward
Establish a National CCUS Mission with clear
sectoral prioritisation.
Develop blended finance and risk-mitigation
instruments to mobilise private capital.
Integrate climate spending into a medium-term
green fiscal strategy.
Strengthen discom reforms and credit access
for rooftop solar.
Align industrial, trade and climate policies to
address CBAM-related risks.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Union Budget 2026 allocated ₹1.05 lakh crore
to the health sector.
This reflects a ~10% increase over the previous
year’s revised estimates.
Health expenditure remains ~1.9% of total
Union expenditure and ~0.26% of GDP.
The allocation falls short of the National
Health Policy (2017) target of 2.5% of GDP
public health spending by 2025.

Key Points
Overall Health Spending

India’s total public health expenditure
(Centre + States): ~2.1% of GDP (Economic
Survey).
WHO recommends minimum 5% of GDP for
health.

Biopharma SHAKTI Scheme
Allocation: ₹10,000 crore over 5 years.
Objective: Develop India as a global hub for
biologics and biosimilars.
Establishment of 1,000 accredited clinical
trial sites nationwide.

Institutional Expansion
Establishment of 3 new NIPERs.
Modernisation of 7 existing NIPERs.
Creation of a second NIMHANS campus in
North India.
Upgradation of 2 national mental health
institutes.

Human Resource Development
Training of 1 lakh allied health
professionals.
Training of 1.5 lakh elderly care workers
over five years.

Affordability Measures
Customs duty exemption on 17 cancer
medicines.
Duty exemptions on selected rare disease
treatments.
Reduction of TCS on medical and education
remittances from 5% to 2%.

Concern Area
Reduction in Central allocation to National
Health Mission (NHM) despite high fund
utilisation.

Static Linkages
National Health Policy, 2017:

Target of 2.5% of GDP public health
expenditure.
Emphasis on primary health care and
preventive services.

Economic Survey of India:
Health investment as a key driver of human
capital formation.

NCERT (Class XII – Indian Economy):
Government’s role in correcting market
failure in health sector.

NITI Aayog Health Index:
Highlights inter-State disparities in health
outcomes.

Critical Analysis
Strengths

Increased focus on health R&D and
pharmaceutical manufacturing.
Expansion of mental health infrastructure,
aligning with National Mental Health Policy.
Measures to reduce out-of-pocket expenditure
on critical diseases.
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Limitations
Health spending remains significantly below
policy targets.
Declining Central share may widen inter-State
inequities in health access.
Budgetary focus tilted towards tertiary care
and manufacturing over primary health care.
Reduced NHM funding may weaken grassroots
public health delivery.

Way Forward
Adopt a time-bound roadmap to achieve 2.5%
of GDP public health spending.
Strengthen primary health care and NHM
financing.
Ensure equitable Centre–State fiscal sharing in
health.
Link health allocations with outcome-based
performance indicators.
Integrate preventive care with emerging
biotech initiatives.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Union Budget 2026 introduced long-term
capital gains tax (12.5%) on Sovereign Gold
Bonds (SGBs) effective from April 2026.
This marks a retrospective change to the
original tax-exempt redemption promise made
at the time of issuance.
SGB scheme was launched in 2015–16 and
discontinued in 2024.
The measure emerged post-Budget scrutiny
and was not highlighted prominently during
Budget presentation.
The decision has raised concerns regarding
policy certainty, investor confidence, and
investment climate.

Key Points
Sovereign Gold Bonds (SGBs):

Issued by Government of India under RBI
Denominated in grams of gold
Interest rate: 2.5% per annum

Original tax structure:
Capital gains on redemption exempt from
tax
Investor bore both price appreciation and
depreciation risk

New provision:
12.5% long-term capital gains tax imposed
retrospectively

Estimated revenue gain:
~₹200 crore annually
~0.005% of total tax receipts (2025–26)

Fiscal background:
Government borrowed via SGBs at 2.5%
instead of ~7% market rate
Estimated interest savings: ₹50,000 crore+

Public borrowing:
Internal debt preferred to reduce forex risk

Investment treaties:
Model BIT 2015 restricted international arbitration
Adversely affected FDI inflows

Critical Analysis
Positives

Marginal expansion of tax base
Aligns SGB taxation with other financial assets
Short-term revenue augmentation

Negatives
Violates principle of legitimate expectation
Retrospective taxation weakens policy credibility
Revenue gain negligible compared to confidence loss
Deters both domestic and foreign investors
Contradicts “Ease of Doing Business” objectives

Stakeholder Perspective
Retail investors face trust deficit
Foreign investors perceive regulatory unpredictability
Government credibility affected in long term

Ethical and Constitutional Dimensions
Breach of implicit contract between State and citizen
Retrospective taxation raises concerns of fairness and
equity
Conflicts with principles of good governance

Way Forward
Legally restrict retrospective taxation except under
extraordinary circumstances
Restore tax exemption for SGBs issued under earlier
terms
Institutionalise transparent and consultative Budget-
making
Strengthen investor protection mechanisms
Reform BIT framework to ensure neutral dispute
resolution
Focus on investment-led growth rather than short-term
revenue
Align fiscal policy with long-term macroeconomic
stability

Investment indicators:
Private investment share in GDP
declined by ~10 percentage points from
peak (~30%)
Net FDI inflows at lowest level (as % of
GDP) since 1990
Recent quarters recorded negative net
FDI

Static Linkages
Retrospective taxation:

Criticised in Vodafone tax case (2012)
Undermines certainty and rule of law

Fiscal policy principles:
Certainty, predictability, transparency
(Economic Survey)

Gold and macroeconomy:
Gold imports widen Current Account
Deficit
SGBs reduce physical gold demand
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The Lancet Commission on India’s Health
System was launched recently.
The Commission evaluates India’s health
reforms, including Ayushman Bharat, in the
context of future disease burden.
Focus on system preparedness for Non-
Communicable Diseases (NCDs), mental
health, climate change impacts, and
antimicrobial resistance.
Relevant to India’s goal of becoming a
developed nation by 2047.

Key Points
Ayushman Bharat–PMJAY:

Over 10 crore hospitalisation episodes
covered since launch (PIB).
Estimated ₹2 lakh crore reduction in out-of-
pocket expenditure (NITI Aayog estimates).

Disease Burden:
Rising share of NCDs in total morbidity and
mortality.
Persistent regional and socio-economic
health inequalities.

Health Expenditure:
Public health spending around 1.3–1.5% of
GDP.
Below National Health Policy (2017) target
of 2.5% of GDP.

Systemic Issues:
Hospital-centric and curative approach.
Weak primary healthcare and poor
continuity of care.

Fragmented financing across schemes and
departments.

Governance & Technology:
Need for decentralisation to states and
districts.
Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) can
enable continuity and surveillance, subject
to safeguards.

Private Sector:
Essential for achieving Universal Health
Coverage (UHC).
Requires regulation and shift from volume-
based to outcome-based payments.

Static Linkages 
Article 21 – Right to life includes right to health
(Judicial interpretation).
Article 47 (DPSP) – Duty of the State to
improve public health.
Three-tier public healthcare system – Sub-
centres, PHCs, CHCs.
Epidemiological Transition Theory.
Human Capital Theory – Health as a driver of
economic growth.
Fiscal Federalism – Role of states in social
sector delivery.

Critical Analysis
Strengths

Expanded financial risk protection.
Large-scale implementation capacity
demonstrated.
Use of digital platforms for service delivery.

Limitations
Weak primary healthcare limits preventive
care.
Fragmented governance and financing.
Quality and continuity of care remain uneven.
Inequities across regions and socio-economic
groups.
Volume-based payment systems incentivise
episodic care.

Way Forward
Increase public health expenditure towards
2.5% of GDP.
Strengthen primary healthcare as system
foundation.
Transition to outcome-based and managed
care payment systems.
Enhance decentralisation with accountability.
Strengthen regulation of private healthcare.
Ensure ethical, secure use of digital health
data.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Recent incidents and official data have
highlighted rising mental health concerns
among adolescents in India, including
increasing cases of student suicides.
Post-COVID school disengagement and
prolonged exposure to unsupervised digital
platforms have emerged as significant
contributing factors.
Global institutions and governments have
initiated policy discussions on child safety in
digital ecosystems, prompting similar debates
in India.

Key Points
WHO (2023):

One in seven individuals aged 10–19 years
globally suffers from a mental disorder.
Depression, anxiety, and behavioural
disorders are major contributors.

India-specific data:
NCRB – Accidental Deaths & Suicides in
India:

Student suicides have increased
steadily over the past decade.
Key causes include family problems,
academic stress, and social isolation.

NFHS-5 (indirect indicators):
High prevalence of anxiety-related
symptoms among adolescents.

Digital exposure:
Early, prolonged, and unsupervised engagement
with online platforms is associated with:

Social withdrawal
Sleep disorders
Cyberbullying and comparison-induced
stress

International responses:
Australia: Statutory minimum age for social
media usage.
European Union: Enhanced digital child
protection norms under GDPR.

Static Linkages
Adolescence as a critical stage of psychological and
social development.
Family and school as primary institutions of
socialisation.
Article 21: Right to life includes mental well-being
(judicial interpretation).
Directive Principles: State responsibility towards
children’s development.
Community-based mental healthcare models under
national health frameworks.

Critical Analysis
Advantages of Policy Attention

Mainstreaming mental health as a governance issue.
Expansion of school-based counselling initiatives.
Increased public awareness on digital risks.

Challenges
Regulatory focus without parallel social
engagement.
Low digital literacy among parents and teachers.
Inadequate adolescent mental health
infrastructure.
Commercial algorithms intensifying psychological
vulnerability.

Ethical and Constitutional Dimensions
Balance between regulation and freedom of
expression.
State obligation to ensure dignity and well-being of
children.
Digital platforms’ responsibility towards minors.

Way Forward
Integrate adolescent mental health services into
primary healthcare.
Institutionalise school counselling systems with
trained professionals.
Promote digital literacy programmes for parents,
teachers, and students.
Develop child-centric digital safety regulations with
accountability mechanisms.
Strengthen family-school-community collaboration
frameworks.

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY


