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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

India and the United States concluded a
bilateral trade deal announced by their
leaders.
The United States reduced its reciprocal tariff
on Indian exports from 25% to 18%.
Additional 25% penalty tariffs imposed due to
India’s import of Russian oil were fully
withdrawn.
India excluded sensitive agricultural
commodities and dairy products from the
agreement.
Final technical detailing and joint statement
are awaited.

Key Points
Agriculture and dairy excluded to protect:

Small and marginal farmers
Cooperative-based dairy ecosystem

Sectors benefiting from tariff reduction:
Textiles and apparel
Leather and footwear
Gems and jewellery
Plastics and rubber goods
Organic chemicals
Machinery and aircraft components

U.S. indicated Indian imports worth USD 500
billion over five years, covering:

Energy imports (LNG)
Civil nuclear equipment
Data centre infrastructure
Advanced semiconductor and AI chips

Tariffs had earlier led to export distress in
marine and textile sectors.

Static Linkages
WTO framework:

Bound tariffs vs applied tariffs
Most Favoured Nation (MFN) principle

Economic Survey:
Trade deficit and Current Account Deficit
(CAD)

Parliamentary conventions:
Executive primacy in treaty-making
Post-facto legislative oversight

Critical Analysis
Advantages

Protects politically sensitive agricultural and
dairy sectors.
Improves export competitiveness of labour-
intensive industries.
Withdrawal of penalty tariffs reduces trade
uncertainty.
Enhances strategic economic engagement with
the U.S.

Concerns
High import commitments may widen trade
deficit.
Limited transparency and parliamentary
discussion.
Risk of over-dependence on U.S. technology
and energy.
Long-term impact on domestic manufacturing
remains unclear.

Way Forward
Institutionalise Parliamentary scrutiny of trade
agreements.
Conduct sector-wise cost–benefit analysis
before implementation.
Align import commitments with Atmanirbhar
Bharat objectives.
Strengthen export diversification beyond the
U.S. market.
Provide adjustment support to MSMEs and
exporters.

Agreement on Agriculture (AoA):
Market access
Domestic support limits

India’s Foreign Trade Policy
(FTP) 2023:

Export competitiveness
Integration with global value
chains

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY



KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Union Budget 2026–27 proposed development
of “turtle trails” at sea turtle nesting sites
along the coasts of Odisha, Karnataka and
Kerala.
The proposal has raised concerns among
conservationists regarding anthropogenic
pressure on mass nesting (arribada) sites of
Olive Ridley sea turtles.
Odisha hosts the largest mass nesting sites
globally for Olive Ridley turtles, particularly at
Gahirmatha and Rushikulya.

Key Points
Arribada: A rare phenomenon of synchronized
mass nesting by Olive Ridley turtles.
Occurs at very limited global locations – India,
Costa Rica, and a few other beaches
worldwide.
Rushikulya rookery recorded ~7 lakh nesting
turtles during February 2025 (Forest
Department data).
Sea turtles are highly sensitive to artificial
light, noise, and human presence, which
affects nesting and hatchling survival.
Experts argue that “turtle trails” imply tourism
infrastructure, which may disturb nesting
ecology.

Static Linkages
Olive Ridley turtles are listed under Schedule I
of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972.
India is a party to the Convention on Migratory
Species (CMS), which includes marine turtles.
Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) Notification
restricts construction and commercial activity
in ecologically sensitive coastal areas.
National Wildlife Action Plan (2017–2031)
prioritises habitat protection and minimising
human interference.

NCERT Ecology: Impact of light pollution and
habitat disturbance on wildlife behaviour.

Critical Analysis
Concerns

Mass nesting beaches require strict no-
disturbance zones during nesting season.
Ecotourism has historically caused ecological
damage due to weak regulation.
Absence of stakeholder consultation before
policy announcement.
Existing enforcement mechanisms (fishing
bans, patrolling) remain weak.

Arguments in Favour
Potential for awareness generation and
alternative livelihoods if strictly regulated.

Core Issue
Conflict between tourism-led conservation
model and science-based habitat protection.

Way Forward
Declare arribada beaches as seasonal or
permanent “No-Go Zones”.
Promote off-site interpretation centres and
virtual tourism instead of physical access.
Strengthen enforcement of fishing bans and
night patrolling during breeding season.
Mandatory scientific consultation and EIA
before eco-tourism projects in sensitive
habitats.
Align coastal tourism policies with National
Wildlife Action Plan and CRZ norms.

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY



KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Union government tabled official data for the
first time on enumeration of waste-pickers in
Parliament.
Data released by the Ministry of Social Justice
and Empowerment.
Enumeration carried out under the NAMASTE
Scheme.
Aim: formal recognition, safety, and
eradication of hazardous sanitation work.

Key Points
Total waste-pickers enumerated (urban areas):
1.52 lakh (till 23 January).
Gender composition:

Women: 48.7%
Men: 51.3%
Transgender: 12 persons

Social category (All India):
SC: 60.3%
ST: 10.5%
OBC: 13.7%
General category: 10.7%
Others: 7,402

State-level anomalies:
Delhi & Goa: General category forms
majority.
West Bengal: 42.4% General category.

Definition (NAMASTE):
Waste-pickers are informal workers
engaged in collection and recovery of
recyclable solid waste.

Related sanitation data:
~89,000 sewer/septic tank workers
enumerated.
95.8% men; ~92% from SC/ST/OBC
backgrounds.

Static Linkages 
Article 17 – Abolition of untouchability (caste-
linked sanitation work).
Article 21 – Right to life with dignity.
DPSPs:

Article 39(e): Protection of workers’ health.
Article 47: Public health responsibility of
the State.

Prohibition of Employment as Manual
Scavengers Act, 2013.
Solid Waste Management Rules, 2016 – role of
ULBs.

Critical Analysis
Strengths

First national-level official database of waste-
pickers.
Enables formal recognition by Urban Local
Bodies.
Highlights gender dimension in informal urban
labour.

Limitations
Enumeration largely urban-focused.
Data collection ≠ rehabilitation or livelihood
security.
Continued caste concentration reflects
structural inequality.
State-level variations indicate migration and
informal labour gaps.

Way Forward
Extend enumeration to rural and peri-urban
areas.
Link waste-pickers to social security schemes
(e-Shram, insurance).
Skill development and alternative livelihood
pathways.
Full mechanisation of sewer/septic cleaning.
Time-bound rehabilitation targets with State
accountability.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Global industry is shifting from fuel-based
energy use (“molecules”) to electricity-based
energy use (“electrons”).
China has achieved nearly 50% industrial
electrification, while India remains at ~25%.
Electrification is emerging as a key
determinant of industrial competitiveness,
export resilience, and decarbonisation.
Carbon-linked trade instruments such as the
Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM)
increase pressure on carbon-intensive
manufacturing.

Key Points
Electrons vs Molecules

Molecules: Coal, oil, gas, LPG directly
combusted in boilers, kilns, engines.
Electrons: Electricity supplied via grid for
industrial heat, motion, and processes.

Efficiency Aspect
Electric motors: ~90–95% efficiency.
Internal combustion engines: ~30–35%
efficiency.

Comparative Status
China: ~50% of industrial energy from
electricity; higher green electricity share.
India: ~25% industrial electrification; green
electricity ~7–8% of final energy.
Economy-wide electrification: China
(~31%), USA (~32%), EU (~34%).

Sectoral Evidence
Steel: China increased Electric Arc
Furnace (EAF) steel via policy support
and scrap recycling.
Cement: Electrification of grinding,
material handling; waste heat
recovery (30–35 kWh/tonne).

Strategic Outcome
Electrification improves automation,
process control, and ease of
decarbonisation.

Static Linkages
Electricity as a secondary energy carrier
with higher conversion efficiency (NCERT
– Geography).
Industrial competitiveness depends on
energy cost, reliability, and quality
(NCERT – Economics).
Hard-to-abate sectors: steel and cement
(Economic Survey; IPCC).
Energy security dimensions: availability,
affordability, reliability (Government of
India framework).
Trade–climate linkage through carbon
pricing and border measures (WTO
discussions).

Critical Analysis
Pros

Enhances export competitiveness under
carbon-sensitive trade regimes.
Reduces exposure to imported oil and gas
price volatility.
Enables industrial automation and
productivity gains.
Facilitates long-term decarbonisation
pathways.

Cons / Challenges
High capital cost of electrifying legacy
industrial systems.
Grid reliability and power quality issues,
especially for MSMEs.
Risk of “grey electrification” if electricity
remains coal-dominated.
Limited scrap ecosystem constrains EAF
expansion in India.
Cement calcination emissions remain
structurally difficult to eliminate.
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Stakeholder Issues
MSMEs face financing and technology barriers.
Export-oriented firms face CBAM-related
compliance pressure.
Power sector requires grid modernisation, not
only capacity addition.

Way Forward
Launch a National Mission on Industrial
Electrification.
Shift policy focus from MW addition to MWh
delivery to industry.
Mandate electrification norms in new
industrial parks and corridors.
Expand scrap markets and incentivise
renewable-linked EAF steel.
Support waste heat recovery, electrified kilns,
and CCUS pilots in cement.
Provide concessional finance and technical
support to MSMEs.
Integrate digitalisation for energy efficiency
and carbon accounting.
Accelerate transition towards green electrons,
not just electrification.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Global Artificial Intelligence (AI) ecosystem is
undergoing a transition from infrastructure-led
growth to application-led value creation.
Despite heavy investment in data centres,
chips and foundation models, profitability of
core AI infrastructure remains weak.
Recent global investment trends indicate that
AI applications integrated into enterprise
workflows are emerging as the primary drivers
of revenue, adoption, and margins.
This shift has implications for competition
policy, regulation, innovation financing and
digital economy governance.

Key Points
Global AI infrastructure spending (2025):
~$320 billion

Includes GPUs, cloud computing, data
centres and foundation models.

Foundation model providers face:
High inference and operational costs
Intense price competition
Thin or negative profit margins

AI application spending (2025): ~$19 billion
Over 50% of generative AI expenditure
~6% of global software market within 3
years

Enterprise adoption:
AI applications increasingly used in coding,
customer service, workflow automation
Departmental AI market size (2025): ~$7.3
billion
Coding tools constitute the largest share

Investment trends:
Sharp rise in private equity and M&A
activity focused on AI applications
Majority of deals are add-on acquisitions
for existing firms

Profitability outlook:
Generative AI turned profitable at
aggregate level in 2025
Majority of profits accrue to end-solution
providers, not infrastructure sellers

Static Linkages
Technology adoption lifecycle
Platform and network effect economics
Value chain analysis (upstream vs downstream
capture)
Competition and monopoly theory
Intellectual Property Rights in digital economy
Data as an economic resource
Regulatory lag in emerging technologies

Critical Analysis
Positive Aspects

Application-based AI improves productivity
across sectors
Vertical-specific AI tools create sustainable
business models
Reduces dependence on speculative venture
capital funding
Encourages outcome-based technology
adoption

Concerns
Vertical integration by foundation model
providers may reduce competition
High entry barriers for startups due to
compute dependency
Copyright disputes over training data
Privacy risks from autonomous AI agents
accessing sensitive data
Acqui-hire practices may weaken innovation
ecosystems

Way Forward
Encourage application-layer innovation rather
than infrastructure concentration
Strengthen competition scrutiny for AI-related
mergers and acquisitions
Allow regulatory flexibility for experimentation
at application level
Update data protection and privacy
frameworks for AI agents
Support startups through:

Open datasets
Affordable compute access
Public digital infrastructure

Promote ethical and accountable AI
deployment
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

India and the United States announced a trade
understanding involving a sharp reduction in
U.S. tariffs on Indian imports.
Tariffs reportedly reduced from 50% to 18%,
but implementation timeline remains unclear.
Announcement made via social media, not
through formal joint statements.
Ambiguity persists on:

Nature of the deal (mini-deal / first tranche
/ full BTA).
India’s reciprocal commitments.

U.S. claim that India would stop buying Russian
oil has not been officially confirmed by India.

Key Points
Beneficiary sectors:

Textiles
Apparel
Footwear
Leather
Engineering goods

These sectors are labour-intensive and export-
oriented.

Russian oil constitutes ~30–35% of India’s
crude oil imports.
Complete stoppage of Russian oil would:

Affect India’s energy security.
Increase import costs.
Impact defence and strategic relations.

Indian markets reacted positively:
Stock indices rose.
Rupee appreciated.

India–EU trade deal expected to further
improve export competitiveness.
Indian exporters still face slightly higher tariffs
compared to ASEAN nations enjoying MFN
benefits.

Static Linkages
MFN principle under WTO allows preferential
trade agreements (GATT Article XXIV).
Trade policy instruments:

Foreign Trade Policy
Customs Tariff Act, 1975

Energy security as a pillar of economic stability
(Economic Survey, NITI Aayog).
Parliamentary oversight is a constitutional
convention, not a legal mandate.
Trade diplomacy linked with strategic
autonomy.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Enhances export competitiveness.
Relief to MSMEs and labour-intensive sectors.
Strengthens India–U.S. economic engagement.

Concerns
Lack of transparency on India’s commitments.
Risk to strategic autonomy in energy decisions.
Possible strain on India–Russia relations.
Parliamentary non-discussion on major
strategic realignment.
Continued tariff disadvantage compared to
ASEAN exporters.

Way Forward
Place trade and energy commitments before
Parliament.
Maintain diversified crude oil sourcing.
Ensure trade deals align with domestic
manufacturing goals.
Balance economic diplomacy with strategic
autonomy.
Use FTAs to secure market access beyond
tariff cuts.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The Supreme Court of India heard appeals filed
by Meta Platforms and WhatsApp LLC against
a judgment of the National Company Law
Appellate Tribunal.
NCLAT had upheld a ₹213.14 crore penalty
imposed by the Competition Commission of
India for abuse of dominant position via
WhatsApp’s 2021 privacy policy.
The Supreme Court expressed serious
concerns over data sharing, user consent,
monopoly power, and violation of
constitutional values.
The Court may impose interim restrictions on
data sharing pending final adjudication.

Key Points
CCI penalised WhatsApp for forcing
acceptance of data-sharing terms as a
condition for service.
WhatsApp was found to be a dominant player
in the relevant messaging market.
The “opt-out” mechanism was criticised as
illusory and non-voluntary.
Supreme Court linked privacy, consent, and
competition law with constitutional principles.
Data sharing for commercial exploitation and
targeted advertising was flagged.
Penalty amount deposited; withdrawal stayed
by Court.

Static Linkages
Right to Privacy is a fundamental right under
Article 21 (Justice K.S. Puttaswamy judgment).
Competition Act, 2002 – Section 4 (Abuse of
Dominant Position).
Informed Consent as a core principle of
autonomy and dignity.

Information Asymmetry between digital
platforms and consumers.
Network effects leading to monopolistic
tendencies in digital markets.
Constitutional morality as a guiding principle
for governance.

Critical Analysis
Issues Identified

Consent obtained under take-it-or-leave-it
conditions lacks voluntariness.
Complex legal language undermines informed
decision-making.
Dominant digital platforms can coerce users
without meaningful alternatives.
Commercial exploitation of personal data
raises ethical and constitutional concerns.
Weak enforcement framework for Big Tech
regulation.

Constitutional Dimensions
Violation of dignity and autonomy under
Article 21.
Conflict between economic power and
individual rights.
Need to balance innovation with constitutional
safeguards.

Way Forward
Enforce clear, simple, and granular consent
mechanisms.
Strengthen ex-ante regulation of digital
gatekeepers.
Ensure data minimisation and purpose
limitation norms.
Improve coordination between competition,
consumer, and data regulators.
Enhance digital literacy to empower informed
consumer choice.
Align competition enforcement with
constitutional values.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Announcement of an India–US trade deal (Feb
2025) after prolonged tariff-related tensions.
Follows bilateral summit between Narendra
Modi and Donald Trump in Washington.
Marks stabilisation of India–US relations after a
phase of transactional diplomacy.
Enables renewed focus on Indo-Pacific,
defence industrialisation, and critical
technologies.

Key Points
Trade deal yet to be formally concluded;
requires negotiations on tariffs, market access,
and supply chains.
India followed a policy of strategic restraint
during tariff pressures.
Bilateral partnership supported by
institutional depth built over 25 years.
Pakistan lacks strategic parity with India in US
policy due to economic divergence.
India’s Russian oil imports are market-driven,
not strategic alignment.
The US Indo-Pacific strategy aligns with India’s
vision of a multipolar Asia.
China remains the primary strategic variable in
India–US relations.
India’s economic diplomacy increasingly
oriented toward US, Europe, and Anglo-Saxon
economies.

Static Linkages
Balance of Power theory (NCERT – Political
Science).
Strategic Autonomy in India’s foreign policy.
Trade liberalisation under WTO framework.

Energy security and diversification (Economic
Survey).
SAGAR doctrine and Indo-Pacific maritime
strategy.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Reduces trade uncertainty between India and
the US.
Strengthens India’s role in Indo-Pacific
security.
Enhances cooperation in defence
manufacturing and technology.
Supports India’s economic integration with
advanced economies.

Concerns
Risk of excessive economic dependence on
Western markets.
Trade concessions may affect sensitive
domestic sectors.
Managing Russia ties without strategic
contradiction.
Transactional US approach may cause future
volatility.

Way Forward
Early formalisation of the trade agreement.
Institutionalise defence and technology
cooperation.
Diversify energy sources while maintaining
strategic autonomy.
Use Indo-Pacific convergence to expand
regional influence.
Align economic diplomacy with long-term
industrial growth.

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY



KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Union Budget highlighted multiple
employment, skilling and industrial promotion
schemes amid concerns over weak job
creation.
Implementation delays, low outcomes and
fiscal under-utilisation of flagship schemes
have raised questions on India’s growth and
employment strategy.
The issue assumes significance in the backdrop
of global supply chain realignment and India’s
demographic dividend.

Key Points
Employment Linked Incentive (ELI) Scheme

Announced with an outlay of ₹2 lakh crore.
Target: 4.1 crore jobs.
Operationalisation delayed by nearly one
year.
No publicly available evidence of net job
creation so far (PRS India).

PM Internship Scheme
Target: 1 crore internships over five years.
Actual outcomes:

1.65 lakh offers issued.
~16,000 joined.
High dropout rate (~41%).
Very limited transition to regular
employment.

Allocation reduced sharply in the latest
Budget.

Production Linked Incentive (PLI) Scheme
Total outlay: ₹1.97 lakh crore across 14
sectors.

Only ~12% of committed incentives disbursed.
Benefits concentrated in a few large firms.
Domestic firms struggled to meet production
and investment thresholds.
WTO dispute concerns over local value-addition
requirements.

Skill Development (PMKVY)
₹10,000 crore spent to skill around 1 crore
youth.
CAG audit findings:

Over 90% beneficiary bank accounts invalid
or non-functional.
Weak monitoring and verification
mechanisms.

Foreign Direct Investment
Net FDI inflows declined sharply in FY25.
Indicates rising repatriation and investor caution
despite FTAs.

Semiconductor Ecosystem
Budgetary allocation for fabrication reduced in
revised estimates.
Delays in flagship fab projects.
India has strong chip design capabilities but
weak manufacturing depth.

Static Linkages
Demographic Dividend and Employment Elasticity
of Growth (NCERT – Indian Economy)
Role of Industrial Policy in Structural
Transformation
WTO Agreement on Subsidies and Countervailing
Measures
Fiscal Policy and Public Expenditure Effectiveness
Accountability of Public Spending (CAG, Article 149)

Critical Analysis
Positive Aspects

Large fiscal commitment towards manufacturing
and employment.
Strategic focus on sunrise sectors.
Use of incentives to attract private investment.

Challenges
Gap between announcements and implementation.
Low absorption of allocated funds.
Weak outcome monitoring.
Skill–industry mismatch.
Over-centralisation affecting policy adaptability.
WTO compliance risks.

Way Forward
Shift from scheme-based approach to outcome-
based policy design.
Strengthen independent evaluation and real-time
monitoring.
Improve Centre–State coordination in employment
generation.
Align skilling programmes with local labour market
needs.
Redesign incentives to reward value addition and
job creation.
Build specialised technical capacity within
government.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

India and the United States have concluded a
bilateral trade agreement after prolonged
uncertainty.
The agreement follows India’s recent trade
engagements with the European Union,
indicating a broader shift in trade policy.
US tariffs on Indian exports have been reduced
from 50% to 18%, effective immediately.
The deal comes amid geopolitical instability,
global supply-chain reconfiguration, and
protectionist pressures.
Financial markets responded positively,
reflecting improved investor confidence.

Key Points
Trade Competitiveness:

Tariff reduction places India in a more
favourable position vis-à-vis export
competitors such as Vietnam, Bangladesh,
Indonesia, Thailand, Malaysia, and China.

Energy Trade Aspect:
India has been reducing crude oil imports
from Russia and increasing imports from
the US.
US share in India’s crude oil imports rose to
7.48% (Apr–Oct) from 4.43% in the
corresponding previous period.

Capital Flows:
Removal of trade uncertainty may
encourage FDI inflows and reverse FPI
outflows ($18.9 billion withdrawn last year).

Supply Chains:
The deal supports India’s role in the China-
Plus-One strategy, enhancing
manufacturing relocation prospects.

Macroeconomic Impact:
Positive impact observed on equity
markets and rupee stability.

Static Linkages 
Comparative advantage and gains from trade
Tariff and non-tariff barriers
Balance of Payments – Capital Account
Foreign Direct Investment vs Foreign Portfolio
Investment
Energy security and diversification of oil
imports
Global value chains and manufacturing
competitiveness

Critical Analysis
Positive Aspects

Enhances export competitiveness through
preferential market access.
Strengthens India’s economic engagement
with Western economies.
Improves investor sentiment and capital inflow
prospects.
Supports diversification of supply chains away
from China.
Signals a shift away from inward-looking
protectionism.

Concerns
Details of the agreement remain unclear,
especially on energy commitments.
Benefits may be sector-specific, not broad-
based.
Risk of reduced policy space in future trade
negotiations.
Domestic constraints (logistics cost, regulatory
burden, skills) may limit gains.
Potential trade-off with strategic autonomy.

Way Forward
Align trade agreements with domestic
structural reforms.
Improve logistics, infrastructure, and ease of
doing business.
Ensure diversification in energy sourcing to
maintain flexibility.
Strengthen MSME integration into global value
chains.
Pursue high-quality trade agreements while
safeguarding national interests.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The Supreme Court of India delivered a
judgment recognising menstrual hygiene as an
essential component of dignity, health,
education and gender equality.
The Court directed government and private
schools to ensure:

Free supply of sanitary pads
Availability of gender-segregated
functional toilets
Safe disposal mechanisms for menstrual
waste

Timeframe for implementation: three months.
The ruling addresses persistent stigma,
infrastructural gaps, and discrimination faced
by menstruating girls, particularly in
government schools.
The judgment reinforces existing but poorly
implemented policy advisories.

Key Points
Menstruation acknowledged as a systemic
concern, not a private or individual issue.
Poor menstrual hygiene management (MHM)
contributes to:

School absenteeism
Dropout rates among adolescent girls

Ministry of Education (2021) issued guidelines
for:

Sensitisation of teachers and staff
Dispelling myths around menstruation

World Health Organization (WHO) recognises
MHM as critical for adolescent health.

The Court highlighted that policies often assume
the male body as the default, leading to exclusion
of girls’ lived realities.
Judgment expands the scope of substantive
equality and dignity.

Static Linkages
Article 21 – Right to Life with dignity
Article 14 – Equality before law
Article 15 – Prohibition of discrimination on
grounds of sex
Article 39(e) – Protection of health of women
Article 42 – Just and humane conditions of work
and maternity relief
Swachh Bharat Mission – Swachh Vidyalaya
component
Rashtriya Kishor Swasthya Karyakram (RKSK)
National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 – Access,
equity and inclusion

Critical Analysis
Strengths

Moves beyond formal equality to real, lived
equality.
Strengthens constitutional interpretation of
dignity.
Aligns education policy with public health goals.
Addresses structural causes of gender-based
exclusion.

Limitations / Challenges
Uneven implementation capacity across states.
Inadequate sanitation and waste management
infrastructure.
Limited training and sensitisation of school
personnel.
Monitoring and accountability mechanisms
remain weak.

Constitutional Dimension
Reinforces transformative constitutionalism.
Emphasises dignity as a positive obligation of the
State.

Way Forward
Dedicated budgetary allocation for MHM in
schools.
Institutionalised sensitisation training for teachers
and staff.
Integration of menstrual health into school health
education.
Strengthen waste disposal infrastructure through
local bodies.
Inter-departmental coordination between
education, health, and WCD ministries.
Adopt a life-cycle approach to women’s health
policy.
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