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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Droupadi Murmu addressed a joint sitting of
Parliament at the beginning of the Budget
Session.
The address highlighted the Union
government’s commitment to social justice,
national security, swadeshi, and Viksit Bharat
by 2047.
Emphasis was placed on unity beyond
ideological differences, invoking national
leaders across the political spectrum.
The speech came amid debates on UGC equity
regulations, cross-border terrorism, and India–
EU Free Trade Agreement negotiations.

Key Points
Viksit Bharat 2047: Government accelerating
reforms (“reform express”) to transform India
into a developed nation by the centenary of
Independence.
Social Justice & Inclusion:

Social security coverage expanded from 25
crore (2014) to 95 crore beneficiaries.
Focus on Dalits, Backward Classes, tribals,
and marginalised communities.

Constitutional Values:
Reiteration of equality and social justice as
core constitutional principles, inspired by
B. R. Ambedkar.

National Security:
Reference to Operation Sindoor, projecting
India’s policy of decisive yet responsible
use of force against terrorism.

Decolonisation of Mindset:
Critique of colonial-era policies associated with
Thomas Macaulay, highlighting efforts to
overcome historical inferiority complexes.

Cultural Civilisational Narrative:
75 years of reconstruction of Somnath Temple;
linked to cultural resilience and civilisational
continuity.

Economic Diplomacy:
India–EU FTA expected to boost manufacturing,
services, exports, and employment.

Static Linkages
Preamble’s commitment to Justice (social,
economic, political) and Equality
Directive Principles promoting welfare state and
reduction of inequalities
Fundamental Rights ensuring non-discrimination
and equal opportunity
National security doctrine of strategic restraint with
deterrence
Post-Independence reconstruction of cultural
heritage sites
Trade liberalisation as a tool for export-led growth
Social security as part of inclusive development
model

Critical Analysis
Positive Dimensions

Reinforces constitutional nationalism over partisan
politics.
Expansion of social security aligns with inclusive
growth.
Clear signalling of zero tolerance towards terrorism
enhances deterrence.
India–EU FTA supports Make in India and global
value chain integration.

Concerns & Challenges
Social security expansion faces issues of quality,
fiscal sustainability, and last-mile delivery.
UGC equity regulations raise concerns on
institutional autonomy and federal balance.
Cultural-civilisational narrative risks politicisation of
heritage if not handled inclusively.
FTAs may expose MSMEs and agriculture to import
competition without adequate safeguards.

Way Forward
Strengthen outcome-based monitoring of social
security schemes.
Ensure consultative federalism in higher education
reforms.
Balance security doctrine with international law and
diplomatic engagement.
Complement FTAs with domestic competitiveness
reforms (skills, logistics, MSME support).
Promote cultural heritage through inclusive, non-
exclusionary frameworks.
Anchor Viksit Bharat goals in human development
indicators, not just GDP growth.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls conducted in Tamil Nadu.
Ruling party leaders alleged mass exclusion of
voters due to “logical discrepancies” and
mapping errors.
Petition filed before the Supreme Court
seeking urgent hearing.
Supreme Court agreed to hear the matter with
the Election Commission present.
Objections-and-claims phase nearing closure,
raising risk of irreversible voter deletion.

Key Facts / Data
1.7 crore voters flagged for “logical
discrepancies”.
32.19 lakh notices not generated/printed.
Only 18.25 lakh notices formally served.
About 1.21 crore voters (~88%) received no
notice.
Grounds for exclusion: data mismatch, address
mapping, booth rationalisation.
Petition sought extension of safeguards earlier
applied in West Bengal SIR case.

Static Linkages 
Universal Adult Franchise under Article 326.
Free and fair elections as part of Basic
Structure Doctrine.
Principles of Natural Justice – right to notice
and hearing.
Judicial review over constitutional authorities.
Independence and accountability of
constitutional bodies.
Distinction between electoral roll accuracy
and voter disenfranchisement.

Critical Analysis
Issues

Mass exclusion without notice violates due
process.
Digitisation increases risk of systemic errors.
Short objection window disadvantages
migrants, elderly, urban poor.
Perceived arbitrariness undermines trust in
electoral machinery.

Institutional Concerns
Accuracy vs inclusiveness dilemma in electoral
roll management.
Risk of fait accompli if judicial intervention is
delayed.

Constitutional Angle
Possible violation of Articles 14 and 326.
Procedural lapses invite judicial correction.

Way Forward
Mandatory prior notice before any voter
deletion.
Minimum uniform objection window across
states.
Independent audit of SIR exercises.
Use of technology with human verification.
Clear SOPs and public disclosure by ECI.
Judicially enforceable safeguards for electoral
revisions.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The National Human Rights Commission
(NHRC) raised concerns over mass re-
verification of disability certificates of
government employees with disabilities.
The issue arose after a Central Government
advisory and revised SOP (October 2025) on
disability verification in government jobs and
educational institutions.
NHRC clarified that the advisory was
prospective in nature, meant for new
applicants, and not for retrospective
reassessment of existing beneficiaries.
NHRC recommended verification only in cases
of specific suspicion, not blanket
reassessment.

Key Points
Mass re-verification may:

Violate dignity and mental well-being of
persons with disabilities.
Create fear regarding job continuity and
livelihood.

Retrospective application of SOP:
May have legal and constitutional
implications.

NHRC recommendations include:
Prohibition of blanket medical
reassessment.
UDID-based digital verification as default.
Medical reassessment only as an exception,
based on evidence-based suspicion.

Safeguards such as:
Written reasons for verification
Opportunity to respond
Time-bound decision-making
Right to appeal
Protection from adverse service action
during verification

For permanent and irreversible disabilities:
Exemption from repeated medical testing.
Elimination of requirement for re-issuance
of certificates.

Static Linkages 
Equality before law and non-arbitrariness are
core constitutional principles.
Protection of livelihood forms part of the right
to life with dignity.
Reasonable accommodation is an accepted
principle in disability rights.
Beneficiary-oriented legislation requires liberal
interpretation.
Administrative actions must comply with:

Natural justice
Proportionality
Non-discrimination

Critical Analysis
Positive Aspects

Protects dignity and mental well-being of
persons with disabilities.
Prevents administrative arbitrariness.
Strengthens trust in welfare governance.
Aligns with inclusive and rights-based policy
approach.

Concerns
Possibility of misuse of disability benefits.
Lack of clear criteria for defining “specific
suspicion”.
Digital divide may affect UDID accessibility.
Implementation depends on administrative
sensitivity.

Way Forward
Define clear legal thresholds for initiating
verification.
Strengthen and universalise UDID
infrastructure.
Sensitisation and training of officials on
disability rights.
Independent grievance redressal mechanisms.
Regular oversight by human rights institutions.
Ensure dignity-centred, rights-based
verification protocols.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
CONTEXT OF THE NEWS

India recorded 5.6 million Foreign Tourist
Arrivals (FTAs) till August 2025, significantly
lower than regional peers.
Singapore attracted 11.6 million FTAs in the
same period despite a much smaller size.
Thailand earned over USD 60 billion from
tourism, while India earned roughly one-third.
Highlights structural gaps in India’s tourism
ecosystem despite cultural and natural
advantages.
Tourism identified as a high employment-
generating sector in policy discussions.

KEY POINTS
Tourism contributes about 5% to India’s GDP
and 8%+ to total employment (Economic
Survey).
India ranks lower on:

Safety perception
Ease of travel and visa processes
Tourist infrastructure quality

Key challenges identified:
Poor global image due to safety, sanitation,
scams
Weak last-mile connectivity
Inadequate tourist-friendly services

Hospitality sector faces ~40% shortage of
trained manpower (Ministry of Tourism).

CRITICAL ANALYSIS
Pros / Potential

Rich cultural, spiritual, natural diversity.
Strong domestic tourism base.
Tourism creates more jobs per unit investment
(UNWTO).
Digital payments and e-visa improve
accessibility.

Cons / Challenges
Negative international perception on safety
and hygiene.
Poor last-mile infrastructure.
Fragmented branding strategy.
Skill deficit in hospitality services.
GST structure discourages investment.
Restrictive and inconsistent immigration
practices.

WAY FORWARD
Destination-based and circuit-based branding.
Improve last-mile connectivity and urban
amenities.
Expand tourist police with women personnel.
Skill development through vocational and
language training.
Rationalise GST and restore input tax credit.
Simplify and liberalise visa regime for low-risk
countries.
Promote sustainable and community-based
tourism.

GST on hotels at 5% without Input Tax
Credit, reducing sector
competitiveness.
Existing initiatives:

Incredible India campaign
E-Visa facility
Adopt a Heritage Scheme
Tourist Police deployment (limited
coverage)

STATIC LINKAGES 
Tourism as part of tertiary (service)
sector.
High employment elasticity compared
to manufacturing.
Concept of multiplier effect in services.
Soft power and cultural diplomacy.
Sustainable development and carrying
capacity of destinations.
Cooperative federalism in tourism
governance.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context 

China’s GDP crossed 140 trillion yuan (~USD
20 trillion) in 2025 with 5% growth despite
global slowdown.
China claims ~30% contribution to global
economic growth.
Statement addresses concerns related to:

Growth drivers
Export “overcapacity”
Trade imbalance with India

Relevant amid global trade fragmentation,
protectionism, and supply-chain reorientation.

Key Exam-Oriented Facts
Growth composition (2025):

Final Consumption Expenditure: 52%
Net Exports: 32.7%
Gross Capital Formation: 15.3%

Structural shift:
From investment-led to consumption-led
growth.

Exports:
High-tech exports growth: 13.2%
Key markets: ASEAN, EU.

Industrial capacity utilisation:
74.4% (comparable to US/EU).

India–China trade (2025):
Total trade: USD 155.6 billion
India’s exports: USD 19.7 billion (+9.7%
YoY).

Tariff level:
China’s average tariff: 7.3%.

Demographics:
Middle-income group: 400+ million.

Static Linkages 
Consumption-led growth and
Keynesian demand theory.
Trade deficit vs welfare gains from
imports.
Capacity utilisation as indicator of
over/under production.
Global Value Chains (GVCs) and
intermediate goods trade.
Comparative advantage and economic
complementarity.
South–South trade cooperation
model.
Balance of Payments adjustment
mechanism.

Critical Analysis 
Positives

Consumption-driven growth improves
economic resilience.
High-tech exports strengthen
technological leadership.
Affordable Chinese inputs aid Indian
manufacturing and infrastructure.
Large Chinese market offers export
potential for Indian goods.

Concerns
Persistent India–China trade deficit.
Strategic dependence on Chinese
intermediates.
Market access barriers for Indian
pharma, IT, agri-products.
Risk of deindustrialisation for MSMEs.

Way Forward 
Diversify India’s export basket to
China.
Improve standards compliance
(SPS/TBT).
Align PLI with export competitiveness.
Reduce critical import dependence.
Use trade diplomacy for market
access.
Strengthen domestic manufacturing
ecosystems.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

India concluded a comprehensive FTA with the
European Union after negotiations spanning
~19 years (since 2007).
EU accounts for ~12% of India’s total trade;
other 8 recent FTAs together ~16%.
Deal assumes significance amid rising global
protectionism and US tariff pressures.

Key Features of the Agreement
EU to eliminate tariffs on 99.5% of Indian
exports (majority at zero duty immediately).
India to grant tariff concessions on 97.5% of EU
exports.
Sensitive sector protection:

India excluded agriculture and dairy.
EU excluded select sensitive farm
products.

Automobiles:
Quota-based tariff liberalisation.
Protects India’s mass-market
manufacturers.
Market access for EU luxury carmakers.

Wine & spirits:
Quota-based tariff cuts.

Balances EU export interest and Indian domestic
industry protection.

Parallel agreements signed on mobility, defence
cooperation, and technology.

Strategic & Economic Significance
Largest and most complex FTA negotiated by India
with a developed bloc.
Reflects India’s shift from defensive to calibrated
trade liberalisation.
Enhances India’s credibility as a rule-based trade
partner.
Diversifies export markets amid US–China trade
uncertainties.
Strengthens India’s position in global value chains
(GVCs).

Static Linkages 
FTAs permitted under Article XXIV of GATT (WTO).
Tariffs and quotas are instruments of trade policy
under customs regulation.
Preferential Trade Agreements vs MFN principle.
Quota-based liberalisation used to protect infant
industries.
Trade–environment interface and climate-linked
trade measures.

Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM)
No India-specific exemption secured.
CBAM currently applies to 6 sectors (steel, cement,
aluminium, fertiliser, electricity, hydrogen).
Designed to expand to all industrial goods.
Non-discriminatory: applies uniformly to all trading
partners.
India secured automatic extension of concessions
granted to any third country.

Challenges / Concerns
CBAM may increase compliance costs for Indian
exporters.
Stringent EU standards (SPS, TBT, ESG norms) may
hurt MSMEs.
Implementation delay due to:

Translation into 27 EU languages.
Ratification by national parliaments and the
European Parliament.

Risk of India becoming an assembly base without
deep manufacturing reforms.

Way Forward
Accelerate reforms in:

Land, labour, logistics, power.
Align manufacturing with EU sustainability and
carbon norms.
Build domestic capacity in:

Carbon accounting
Green technologies

Support MSMEs through technology upgradation
and standards compliance.
Push for early ratification to counter short-term
export shocks.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context 

Deadly fire in unauthorised warehouses in
Kolkata (Anandpur area) around Republic Day.
Over 11 deaths, many migrant workers;
casualties likely to rise.
Warehouses lacked fire safety approval and
basic firefighting systems.
Incident follows Burrabazar hotel fire (2024) →
indicates recurring urban fire disasters.
Structures located in an ecologically sensitive
area.

Key Issues Highlighted
Proliferation of illegal commercial structures in
urban areas.
Storage of highly inflammable materials
without safety norms.
Use of warehouses as informal night shelters
by migrant labourers.
Toxic smoke inhalation as major cause of death
(not burns).
Weak enforcement by urban local bodies and
fire departments.

Absence of preventive action despite past fire
tragedies.

Static Linkages 
Rapid urbanisation outpacing regulatory capacity.
Informal economy and informal housing nexus.
Disaster risk increases due to regulatory invisibility.
Fire disasters classified as man-made disasters.
Urban wetlands and sensitive zones vulnerable to
encroachment.
Right to Life includes right to safe living and working
conditions.

Governance and Administrative Concerns
Poor coordination between:

Urban Local Bodies
Fire Services
Environmental authorities

Reactive governance focused on compensation, not
prevention.
Political-administrative accountability deficit.
Weak compliance monitoring and inspection
mechanisms.

Disaster Management Perspective
Failure of prevention and mitigation stages of disaster
management cycle.
Emphasis remains on response and relief, not
preparedness.
Inadequate urban risk mapping and safety audits.
Fire safety norms exist but implementation gap
persists.

Social Dimensions
Migrant workers forced into unsafe shelters due to:

Lack of affordable housing
Informal employment conditions

Urban planning largely excludes migrant populations.
Disproportionate impact of disasters on vulnerable
groups.

Environmental Dimension
Illegal constructions in ecologically sensitive zones.
Violation of land-use planning norms.
Increased disaster risk due to environmental
degradation.

Way Forward 
Mandatory periodic fire safety audits for all commercial
buildings.
Linking fire safety clearance with:

Building permits
Trade licenses

GIS-based identification of unauthorised structures.
Strengthening capacity of Urban Local Bodies.
Dedicated urban migrant housing policy.
Fixing accountability of officials for regulatory failures.
Public disclosure of fire safety compliance status.
Community-level fire awareness and evacuation
planning.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Completion of 20 years of Jawaharlal Nehru
National Urban Renewal Mission (JNNURM).
Renewed focus on urbanisation as a political,
economic and social force.
Urban issues gaining prominence amid
environmental protests and labour agitations.
Marks transition from welfare-oriented
planning to market-led urban development.

Key Points
India’s urban population:

~25% in 1991
~34% at present
Projected ~40% by 2030 (UN DESA, Census
projections)

Urban areas contribute ~65% of India’s GDP
(Economic Survey).
JNNURM (2005–2014):

First large-scale urban reform-linked
funding programme
Focus on infrastructure + governance
reforms

Subsequent missions:
AMRUT: basic services (water, sewerage,
green spaces)
Smart Cities Mission: technology, PPPs,
investment attraction

Urban planning increasingly driven by:
Real estate
Infrastructure-led growth
Global capital flows

Static Linkages 
74th Constitutional Amendment Act
Urban Local Bodies and decentralisation
Fiscal federalism and conditional grants
Right to life: housing, livelihood, environment
Sustainable development and inclusive growth
Environmental governance and land-use
planning

Critical Analysis
Pros

Improved urban infrastructure coverage
Cities as engines of economic growth
Professionalisation of urban governance

Cons
Elite-centric urban development and
gentrification
Marginalisation of informal sector and
migrants
Environmental degradation of sensitive
regions
Weak fiscal and functional autonomy of ULBs
Reduced democratic participation in urban
planning

Way Forward
Strengthen fiscal and functional autonomy of
ULBs
Shift from project-based to people-centric
urban planning
Integrate environmental safeguards in urban
missions
Formalise and protect gig and informal workers
Enhance participatory mechanisms (ward
committees, area sabhas)
Align urban growth with climate resilience and
SDGs
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Recent public and legal debates regarding
developmental activities, mining, urbanisation
and dilution of protections in the Aravalli
Range.
Concerns raised over treating low hills and
forested landscapes as dispensable in the
name of economic growth.
Highlights broader issue of ecological ethics,
sustainable development and human–nature
disconnect.

Key Points
Aravallis are among the oldest fold mountain
ranges in the world, older than the Himalayas.
Geographical spread: Rajasthan, Haryana,
Delhi NCR, Gujarat.
Key ecological functions:

Acts as a barrier against desertification
from the Thar Desert.
Major groundwater recharge zone for
north-west India.
Supports biodiversity and wildlife
corridors.
Regulates local climate and rainfall
patterns.

Major threats:
Illegal mining and quarrying.

Urban expansion and infrastructure projects.
Reclassification of forest land.
Weak enforcement of environmental
regulations.

Static Linkages
Physical Geography:

Fold mountains and erosion-resistant ancient
ranges (NCERT Geography).

Environment & Ecology:
Ecosystem services: regulating, supporting and
provisioning services.
Habitat fragmentation and biodiversity loss.

Constitutional Provisions:
Article 48A – Protection and improvement of
environment.
Article 51A(g) – Fundamental duty to protect
natural environment.

Environmental Laws:
Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980.
Environment (Protection) Act, 1986.

Ethics:
Environmental stewardship and inter-
generational equity.

Critical Analysis
Significance

Long-term ecological security for arid and semi-arid
regions.
Ensures water availability through aquifer recharge.
Supports biodiversity and ecological balance.
Acts as a natural climate buffer.

Challenges
Development-centric planning ignores cumulative
ecological impacts.
Economic valuation of ecosystems remains weak.
Fragmented governance across states.
Low public visibility reduces political priority.

Ethical Dimension
Anthropocentric development model marginalises
non-human life.
Conflict between short-term economic gains and
long-term sustainability.

Way Forward
Declare comprehensive Eco-Sensitive Zones (ESZs)
across Aravalli landscapes.
Shift from project-based clearance to landscape-
level environmental assessment.
Integrate ecosystem service valuation in
development planning.
Strengthen monitoring and enforcement against
illegal mining.
Promote nature-based solutions in urban and
regional planning.
Enhance public participation and local stewardship.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

University Grants Commission notified UGC
(Promotion of Equity in Higher Education
Institutions) Regulations, 2026.
Regulations replace the UGC Regulations on
Curbing the Menace of Ragging and Social
Discrimination, 2012.
Triggered by rising cases of caste-based
discrimination in higher education institutions.
UGC data to Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Education (2025):

Complaints increased from 173 (2019–20)
to 378 (2023–24).

Regulations faced protests citing overreach,
misuse, and institutional capacity concerns.

Key Points
Explicit recognition of caste-based
discrimination (earlier only “social
discrimination”).
Mandatory Equity Committees / Grievance
Redressal Mechanisms in HEIs.
Coverage extended to SCs, STs, and OBCs.
Time-bound inquiry and disposal of
complaints.
Provision for penal action, including
derecognition for non-compliance.

Focus on discrimination in classrooms, hostels,
evaluation, and administration.
Institutional accountability shifted from
advisory to regulatory enforcement.

Static Linkages 
Equality before law.
Prohibition of discrimination on grounds of
caste.
Abolition of untouchability.
Special provisions for socially and
educationally backward classes.
State obligation to promote educational
interests of weaker sections.
Doctrine of substantive equality.
Natural justice and due process.
Regulatory powers of statutory bodies.
Constitutional morality in governance.

Critical Analysis
Strengths

Addresses structural and covert caste
discrimination.
Aligns higher education governance with
constitutional mandates.
Moves from symbolic recognition to
institutional enforcement.
Responds to empirical evidence of rising
complaints.

Concerns
Risk of false or frivolous complaints.
Capacity constraints in smaller and under-
funded institutions.
Strict timelines may affect quality of inquiry.
Fear of excessive centralisation and reduced
autonomy.
Need for clarity on procedural safeguards.

Way Forward
Clear procedural safeguards and appeal
mechanisms.
Capacity building of institutions through
training and funding.
Phased implementation with graded penalties.
Independent review and audit of equity
committees.
Sensitisation programmes alongside regulatory
enforcement.
Periodic public disclosure of compliance data
by UGC.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Sudden demise of Ajit Pawar, senior leader of
the Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) and six-
time Deputy Chief Minister of Maharashtra.
Event occurs amid continuing political
realignment following the split of NCP (2023)
and Shiv Sena (2022).
Raises questions on coalition stability,
leadership succession, and party legitimacy in
Maharashtra politics.

Key Points
Eight-time MLA; represented Baramati region,
a cooperative-dominated political economy.
Known for administrative decisiveness and
emphasis on fiscal discipline as Finance
Minister.
Central figure in 2019 Raj Bhavan swearing-in
episode and later realignment with BJP-led
NDA.
Maintained organisational control through
cooperatives, sugar mills, and rural
institutions.
Majority of NCP legislators aligned with his
faction after the 2023 split.
His death creates leadership vacuum within
NCP and uncertainty in Mahayuti coalition.

Static Linkages 
Political parties recognised under Election
Symbols (Reservation and Allotment) Order,
1968.
Party splits adjudicated by Election
Commission of India, not the Speaker.
Anti-defection governed by Tenth Schedule of
the Constitution.
Coalition politics linked to multiparty system
and federal structure.
Cooperative institutions historically influence
state-level political mobilisation.

Critical Analysis
Strengths

Strong grassroots mobilisation through
cooperative networks.
Administrative efficiency and fiscal
management experience.
Ability to navigate complex coalition politics.

Concerns
Weakening of ideological politics due to
frequent realignments.
Personalised leadership limiting institutional
party growth.
Allegations of corruption impacting public
trust.
Dynastic influence affecting internal
democracy.

Way Forward
Strengthen internal democracy within political
parties.
Reform anti-defection law to prevent
opportunistic splits.
Reduce politicisation of cooperative
institutions.
Promote transparent leadership succession
mechanisms.
Encourage ideology-based rather than
personality-centric politics.
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