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Governor altered policy speech
in Assembly, says Kerala CM

Pinarayi Vijavan savs Arlekar made changes to speech prepared by State in Assembly; only Cabinet-approved version will
prevail in keeping with constitutional practice, he adds; Governor's speech dropped reference 1o adverse actions by Centre

Tiki Rajwi

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

he Kerala Legisla-
T tive Assembly saw

exraordinary
scenes on Tuesday after
Chief Minister Finarayi Vi-

Jayan sakd Governor Rajen- o
dra Vishwanath Arlekar

had made changes to the
mlc)' speech prepared by

State  gowernment

while delivering the cus-
tomary address at the start
of the first session of the
New Year.

Rack in the Assembly af
ter seeing off the Governor,
Mr. Vijayan sald Mr. Arle-
kar had made changes to
paragraphs 12, 15 and 16 of
the Cabinet-approved text
of the speech. While cer-
tain sections were omitted,
some additions were made
elsewhere, he sald.

He said the Cabinet-ap-
proved version would pre-
vail in keeping with the
legislative precedent in
Kerala, *The Governor ad-
dresses the Legislative As-
sembly at the start of the

first sesshom of a year. Since
the Governor presents the
policy of the State govern:
ment in the House, para:
graphs 12, 15 and 16 as ap-
proved by the Cabinet will
prevail” the Chief Minister
sald.
Mr.  Vijayan urged
Speaker AN, Shamseer o
the speech ratified
by the Cabinet as the offi
cial version of the address.
The English and Malaya:
lam copies of the policy ad-
dress distributed to the
MLAs and the press re
mained the versions ap-

4
Heraka Chief Minkster Finarayi Wijayan welooming Govener Rajendra
Vishwanath Arlekar to the Assembly on Tuesday. & s

proved by the Cabinet.
There was no official

response from the Gover-

nor's office despite repeat:

‘Omitted lines

In the approved text, para-
graph 12 read: “Despite
these sockal and Institu-
tional achievements, Kera-
la comtinues to face severe
fiscal stress arising from a
series of adverse Union Go-
vernment actions that un-
dermine the constitutional
principles of fiscal
ism” However, in the

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

e Governor of Kerala altered parts of the

speech delivered by the
Governor, the paragraph
read: “Despite these social
and institutional achbeve-
ments, Kerala continues 1o
[sce severe fiscal stress
ariging from curtadlment of
advances.”

In paragraph 15, the Go-
vernor omitted the follow-
Ing section from the Cabi-
net-approved version:
“plls passed by State legls-

rinds.

approached the Supreme

Court on these lssues,

which have been referred

to a Constitution Bench™
The Cabinet-approved

section h 16

Article I76 of the Constl-
muthon mandates a special
address by the Governor to
State legislatures at the
commencement of the first
sessbon after a general elec-
tion and at the start of the
first session each year.
Tuesdays address by Mr.
Arlekar marked the begin:
ning of the Arst session of
2026 and the 16th and final
session of the 15th Kerala
Assembly. The State is due
o go to the polls later this

year.

The CPIM)led govern:
mient’s relations with Lok
[Ehavan have not been cor-
dial in recent years. In Ja-
nuary 2024, thenGover:
nor Arif Mok d Khan

stated: “Tax devolution
and Finance Commission
grants are constinutional
entithemrents of States and
not acts of charity, and any
pressure on constitutional
bodies entrusted with this
task undermines federal
principles.” Mr. Vijayan
said the Governor prefaced
this section with the

federal:  words, "My government
fecls..”

had created headlines
when he wrapped up his
policy address in less than
a minute. The govern-
ment’s relationship with
Mr. Arlekar had also
soured over a nmber of Is-
sues, including delays in
securing assent for Bills

passed by the Assembly.

SCRIPTED ACT, SAYS CONG.
PAGED

Cabinet-approved policy address delivered
under Article 176.
e Chief Minister objected and stated that the

Cabinet-approved version will prevail.

e Dispute relates to references on:
o Fiscal federalism

o Pending State Bills

o Tax devolution and Finance Commission

grants

* |Incident occurred during:
o First session 0of 2026

o Final session of 15th Kerala Legislative

Assembly
e Reflects ongoing Governor-State Government
friction.

Key Points
e Governor omitted/rephrased references
critical of:
o Union Government’s fiscal actions
o Delay in assent to State Bills
e Cabinet-approved text:
o Was already circulated to MLAs
o Claimed constitutional precedence
* No official clarification from Governor’s office.
e Raises issue of constitutional conventions vs
discretionary conduct.

Static Linkages
e Article 176: Governor’s Address at first session
each year.
e Article 163: Governor bound by aid and advice
of Council of Ministers.

e Governor is a constitutional head, not an
executive authority.
e Parliamentary convention: Policy Address
reflects elected government’s agenda.
e Supreme Court (Shamsher Singh vs State of
Punjab, 1974):
o Governor acts on ministerial advice except
in limited discretionary areas.
e Fiscal federalism grounded in:
o Article 270 (Tax devolution)
o Article 280 (Finance Commission)

Critical Analysis
Constitutional Issues
e Alteration of policy speech undermines
responsible government principle.
e Expands Governor’s role beyond constitutional
limits.
Federal Issues
e Highlights Centre-State trust deficit.
e Reinforces concerns over erosion of fiscal
autonomy of States.
Institutional Concerns
e Politicisation of Governor’s office.
* Increasing judicialisation of federal disputes.

Way Forward

e Codify conventions on Governor’s Address.

e Time-bound mechanism for assent to State
Bills.

e Strengthen cooperative federalism institutions
(e.g., Inter-State Council).

* Reform Governor appointment process to
ensure neutrality.

e Reinforce constitutional morality and restraint.



Governor refuses to
read the customary
speech in TN. House

Dennis 5, Jesudasan
M. 5ai Charan
CHENRAN

In what has now become a
familiar scene, Tamil Nadu
Governor R.N. Ravi de
clined to read our his cus-
tomary address prepared

placed in front of him dis-
phaved the text of the pre-
pared address, to help him
read from. He later took his
seal.

The Governor began by
extending New Year wish-
s to the members but
then went on to digress

the ad-

by the State government from

on the floor of the Legisla
tivee Assembly on Tuesday,
and walked out of the
House.

Shortly after his exit, the
Lok Bhavan issued a state-
ment saying that Mr. Rav
had declined to read the
address as it contained
“numerous unsubstantiat-
ed claims and misbeading
statements”. Besides, sev-
eral crucial issues trou-
bling the people were ig-
nored and the Governor’s
microphone “was repeat-
edly switched off and he
was not allowed to speak”,
it said.

Disapproving of Mr. Ra-
vi's action, Chiel Minister
MLE. Stalin moved a resolu-
tion urging the Assembly
to take on record only the
approved Governor's Ad-
dress. The House adopted
the resolution unanimous-
by, Mr. Stalin announced
that the DME would take
steps for a Constitution
amendment o do away
with the practice of com-
mencing the first Assembly
session of the year with the
Governor's address.

On Tuesday morning,
soon after the Governor
was escorted in, all mem-
bers stood for the singing
of the Tamil Thaai Vaaz-
hifue, the State anthem.
While others settled in
their seats after the song,
the Governor initially kept
standing, as the tablet

dress. Speaker M. Appavu,
seated next to him, stood
up and requested the Go-
vernor 1o read our the
speech given to him by fol-
lowing the procedure. Rea-
lising that the Governor
had ignored his request,
the Speaker continued to
plead with him 1o read out
thi prepared speech,

An uneasy silence pre-
vailed among memmbers of
the House, with Mr, Stalin
and Leader of the Opposi-
ton Edappadi K. Palants-
wami in attendance, as the
customary procedure was
not being honoured, yet
again, During the past
three years, the Governor
has either digressed from
the prepared speech or re-
fused to read it owt and
walked out of the House.

Citing  constitutional
provisions, the Speaker re-
minded the House about
the duties of the Governor,
“The Governor cannot
voice out his epinion in the
Assembly, Please follow
the procedure,” the Speak-
of requested repeatedly,
reminding the Assembly
that only its 234 elected
members are permitted 1o
express their opinions on
the floor of the FHouse.

Later, the Governor
chose o walk out of the
House.

ADVERSE ATTITUDE
= PAGE 2

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

Tamil Nadu Governor declined to read the
Governor’s Address prepared by the State
government during the first session of the
Assembly and walked out.
State Assembly adopted a resolution deeming
the address as read, despite the Governor’s
refusal.
The incident reflects repeated friction
between the Governor and the elected State
government.
The address contained criticism of the Union
government over:

o Delay in release of funds

o Conditions imposed on Centrally

Sponsored Schemes
o GST-related fiscal issues

Key Constitutional & Factual Points

Governor’s Address is mandated under Article
176 of the Constitution.
It marks the beginning of the first session of
the Legislature each year.
Content of the address is:

o Prepared by the Council of Ministers

o Reflects the policy agenda of the elected

government

Governor is a constitutional head, not a
political executive.
Assembly can pass a motion of thanks or adopt
resolutions regarding the address.

Static Linkages
e Article 163: Governor must act on the aid and
advice of the Council of Ministers (exceptin
discretionary matters).
e Article 164(2): Council of Ministers is collectively
responsible to the State Legislature.
e Article 176: Obligation of Governor to address the
Legislature.
e Sarkaria Commission (1988):
o Governor should not function as an agent of the
Centre.
o Roleis to preserve constitutional governance,
not political confrontation.
e Punchhi Commission (2010):
o Emphasised strict adherence to constitutional
conventions by Governors.
e Supreme Court (Nabam Rebia case, 2016):
o Governor’s discretionary powers are limited and
justiciable.

Critical Analysis
Why Governor’s action is problematic
e Violates the principle of aid and advice.
e Undermines legislative sovereignty.
e Converts a ceremonial role into a political veto
point.
e Weakens cooperative federalism.
Arguments cited in Governor’s favour
e Claim of factual inaccuracies in the address.
e Assertion of duty to protect constitutional
propriety.
Core Issue
e Constitution provides powers, but governance runs
on conventions.
e Breakdown of conventions leads to institutional
friction, not resolution.
Impact on Federal Governance
e Erodes trust between Centre and States.
e Delays legislative business and governance
priorities.
e Sets precedent for politicisation of constitutional
offices.
e Shifts disputes from political resolution to public
confrontation.

Way Forward
e Codify conventions relating to Governor’s Address
through:
o Supreme Court guidelines, or
o Parliamentary/legislative clarification.
e Implement Sarkaria and Punchhi Commission
recommendations in letter and spirit.
e Establish regular Centre-State institutional dialogue
mechanisms.
e Orientation and code of conduct for Governors on
constitutional morality.
e Use Inter-State Council more effectively for
grievance redressal.



SIR order was legislative, aims to purlfy rolls has a liberal approach, EC tells SC

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

The Election Commission
in the Supreme Court on
Tuesday said the order de-
claring special intensive re-
vigion (SIR) was “legisla-
tive” in character and the
mammoth exercise which
followed to “purify” elec-
taral rolls was marked by a
“Hberal approach”.

The poll body's subimis-
sion before a Bench head-
ed by Chief Justice of India
Surya Kant is despite re-
ports that 6.5 crore names
of electors have been ex-
cluded from draft electoral
rolls in nine States and
three  Union  Territories
during the second phase of

the SIR exercise.

But the poll panel, re-
presented by sendor adve-
cate Rakesh Dwivedi, said
its awthority 1w conduct
and control elections were
drawn from the vast reser-
voir of power found in Art-
cle 324 of the Constitution,

Mr. Dwivedi said the
powers of the commission
were not just administra-
tive in nature, but also ad-
Judicatory and legislative.
He referred to the powers
under the Election Sym
bols Order to sit and de-
cide which faction was the
real ane when a political
party sphit as an illustration
of s adjudicatory
function.

“The SIR order was le-

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Core Facts

gislative in character. It laid
down the complete set of
principles and documents

ired and how it would
be done,” Mr. Dwivedi
submitted.

Countering attacks from
petitioners that the SIR did
not have any stalulory
backing and the poll panel
imvented the procedure
out of “thin air®, Mr. Dwi-
vedi sald Article 324 pro-
vided the commission with
the freedom to “deviate™ as
an enabling feature to pre-
pare the electoral roll, con-
sidering the myriad situa-
tions that may occur in
time.

Besides, he said, Parbia-
ment and the poll panel
enjoyed a symbiotic rela-

Pecple quewe up for heasings under the special intensive revision of
electorl rolls, in Balurghat, West Bengal on Tuesday. Fri

tionship. Both institutions.
existed to ensure that de-
moTacy functioned
smoothly, that elections
took place and Parliament
was aftended by elected re-

e Election Commission of India defended the
2025 Special Intensive Revision (SIR) before
the Supreme Court of India.

e ECI termed SIR “legislative in character”,
framed under Article 324.

* Bench headed by Surya Kant.

e Reports claimed exclusion of ~6.5 crore names
across 9 States & 3 UTs.

e ECI clarified exclusions due to death,

presentatives, Mr, Dwivedi
said the powers of the poll
panel have, over the years,
been preserved and not
“shut out™. The senior ad-
vorate, explaining the lib-

Bengal BDO offices
vandalised as SIR
protests continue

KOLEATA

Wiokent protests continued in
different parts of West Bengal
aves the special intendive
revision (SIR] of electorad rolls,
with local people attacking the
Block Development Offices
IBDGs) where the SIR hearings
ane being held. o PAGE 4

eral approach adopted in
the SIR 2025, said the pre-
sumption was always in fa-
vour of citizenship.

It is mot that we did not
attach presumption... Had

Static Polity Linkages
e Article 324 - Residual & enabling powers of

ECI.

we not attached presump-

tion, we would have asked

everyone from 2003 1o

produce evidence,” he
mitted.

Mr. Dwivedi said the pe-
ople were excluded from
thie firal list in Bihar due to
deaths, duplication and
migration. He said pre-
filled enumeration forms
were issued to all persons
in electoral rolls up 1o June
2025, Probative value was
attached to names already
included in the electoral
roll prepared after the
2002 SIR.

“These people who
could provide nexus with
the 2002 list were not re-
gpuired to provide any dioc-
uments,” Mr. Dwivedi said.

Others who could not
show nexus had 1o only
show any one of the 1l-plus
(including Aadhaar) indica-
tive documents,

“House-to-house survey
with prefilled form was
done. They (voters) simply
necded to sign the forms.
BLOs were charged with
the responsibility of
uploading them. Booth Le-
vel Agents of political par-
thes were submitting 50
forms in a day,” said Mr.
Dwivedi, detailing the lib-
eral attitude taken in the
2035 SIR.

"WILL RESIST'
»PAGE S
EDITORIAL
»PAGE 8

e Article 326 - Universal adult franchise.

e Representation of the People Act, 1950 -
Electoral roll preparation.

e Delegated/Quasi-legislative powers of

constitutional bodies.

duplication, migration.

Constitutional & Legal Basis
e Article 324: Plenary powers of ECI—
superintendence, direction, control of
elections.
e Powers include:

o Administrative - conduct of elections.
o Adjudicatory - party symbol disputes.
o Legislative - framing procedures where law

is silent.
e Parliament-ECI relationship described as
symbiotic, not adversarial.

Nature of SIR

* SIR order laid down uniform principles,
procedure, and documentary standards.

* Presumption in favour of citizenship for
existing electors.

e Continuity principle:

o Voters linked to 2002 electoral rolls
exempted from fresh proof.

e Othersrequired any one of 11+ indicative
documents (Aadhaar included, not as
citizenship proof).

e House-to-house verification with pre-filled

forms.

* BLOs responsible for collection & uploading.

* Booth Level Agents of parties involved in
verification.

e Free & fair elections — Basic feature of the
Constitution.

e Aadhaar jurisprudence -
citizenship proof.

Identity proof, not

Issues & Concerns

e Large-scale deletions risk inadvertent
disenfranchisement.

e Migrant, urban poor, and informal workers
vulnerable.

e Transparency and procedural safeguards
questioned.

e Potential over-dependence on executive
discretion under Article 324.

Way Forward

¢ Codify minimum safeguards for roll revision.

e Strengthen appeal & correction mechanisms.

e Ensure public disclosure of deletion criteria
and data.

e Balance electoral integrity with inclusiveness.

e Use technology + human verification for de-
duplication.



The Donroe doctrine, a broken international order

hee mvew year began with a stark
T reminder that the over 200-year-old

“hionnoe Doctrine” ix not merehy alive

bt has been given a fresh dimension,
in keeping with the personality of United States
President Dorakd Trump, In a swilt operation as
2006 unfokled, LLS, sérbome troops abducted
Venezuelan President Nicolis Maduro.and his
wife and incarcerated them in the LS. on charges
of undermining the security of the U5 This
action i being sancrified as the new Donroe
Doctrine’.

Actlons under the Trump administration
T‘rmtmwu‘ldvmltaidrmmeus'sammh
vialating thie soverelgney of Venezuela have,
homwever, been rather muted. This seems to
comvey the belief that the pose-iB45 imermational
order i3 diad, and what exists now i a fhee for
all"in the oommons. Voloes are also being
heard “wotto voce®, that the latest action by the:
115, might well become a prelude for similar
actions by nations such s China and Russia to lay
claim e countries and regions falling within their
znaeof influence - China's claim 1o Tabwan being
ane.

The action carted ot las been characterised
by Mr Trusnp himesel s 2 mesdern version of the
(153 Monroe Doctrine, viz., that the US. is the
sule guarantor of security in the Western
Hemisphere and would not brook amy
interference by powers cutside the Hemisphere,
A carefil reading of President Tramg's lacest U5,
Nathenal Security Stratey, of NS5 (Novembser
2025) = which unequivocally states that after
years of negect, the US. expects 1o reassernt its
pre-eminence in the Western Hemisphere,

o position forces or threatien ULE vital assets in
the Hemisphere ~ would suggest that the
Venezuelan operation was a carefully thought
through manoewre, and an updated 21 century
vershan of “US shock and mwe” wotics. There ls
even an implici threat of sctions similar o
Verseapek against Ciba, Colomibia ard Mexboo,
Thete is aggains an mplich reference 1o wking
control of Greenland which is viewed by the U5,
a4 security teceity,

Froe a 115, perspeetive, it would seen tha
3036 could swe sdgnificant changes in different
reghons of the ghobe. Burope, for instance, which
hasmnun!orﬂumcrldmmhc N5S
documens, has been excoriated on the ground
l}n.:ih.idlos(rrm B oot sl frs shween,
ahﬂgshhlhewmmu e S, coriild help
H.wp!nqpult:lmmm it hacked

patriotic European parties ard ‘geruine
dunm::q. Tlic"-‘SSslenmum wanis Eurogse i
assume dbility fior its own
defisrce’ :hwlde:\uhlmrzmm
achieving strategic stability with Russia,

tolrg beyond Mr. Tramp's N55, realistically
speakingg, it woulkd seerm that the conllict in
Ukraine, which appears stalemnated at present,
cnald move toward resolution, but which could

L~

be u toboth sets of

alternative, according to LS. policymakers,
appears to be that otherwize, it could lead 10
Further escalation, alongside fears that it would
erggull moe regioes of Eusope,

The situation claser to Indiz

The

ﬂtﬂmmwﬁﬂiﬂ.u i

strength in the Pacific, :hmxmmgpumm
in o China's

in Astan and world affairs. |:nh.mui.w
becoming apparent s well that the Exstern
Pacific is o kangger a US, balliwick, China's

curae’s

It s a mibxed
hag as far as
the glebal
outhoolk: for
2006 is
concernesd.
marked by an
upmkaed
version of the
LSS ‘shock
and awe’ tactics

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

e 2026 began with U.S. abducting Venezuelan
President Nicolas Maduro and detaining him in

the U.S.

e Action justified by U.S. President Donald
Trump as a modern version of the Monroe

e, good in parts. lsracl's pogrom has come to
an end for the present, but peace in the regime
rermains highly ehsive. The situation in Gaza, in
partbcualar, remains highly sensitive and viclence
seems for the most part just round the corer.
Meantime, the growing vioknoe and unsesy
tmrmemmmlranandwlmanuml T

Impmamb- also a challenge to US, supremacy

Notes for New Delhi
As 2026 progresses, Indis appears to stand 3 the
uansure as to where it st
has e oo Besuap i M. Trumgp's tiradie agadnst
Fussian

s acting comflict
inand across the region. rranuummssuu
Enemal violenod, and the dedaned
that it is “fighting on four fronts, vz, an
economic war, a psychological war, 2 military war
againt the LS and lsracl, and ‘a war on
errorism™, Wt hasma:dwh
earrings of imposing addstional sanctio
Eran. Emplicit i 3 ghis, is that both Inularldlho
ULS. sew an opportumity to complete the
ull.&mhnlmmh:ldm‘:‘. ] enisuae that it
reaches a ‘snisfactory conchusion” in
undermining the Khamened regime in fran.
Marthwest Asia, specially Afighanistan, is
mieanwhile, set to confront more trowbles this
yrclr The Tehreek-eTaliban and ceher Afghan
terrorks groups appear, of late, to have gained 3
Fressh beasee of 186, and this spells problems for

Initia for ComUNEng 1o smport subs
ol ingg thee et Chat Inclia i inclined
1o side with the US. on most matrers. An implicio
coldness in India- LS. relations seems o be
affecting India's relations with nany other
‘cousTiries, resubting in New Delhi's relative
Isclation when it comes to.conflic zones such as
Wiesst Asia. Mr. Tnamp's public endorsement of
Fhekd Marshal Musir and the [#ing of restricthons
061 zrms supplies to Pakisean ks also not helping.
Despite this, there have been some posithve
dbevelopiments with regard b an expansion of
India-LLS, coaperatian in some anes, Sevwral
miini-fateral initatives, swch as the U2 (Indi,

liraeld, ihe LS., tlhe UAE) and the India- MuH.I:
Ezst- Eurape Economic Corridor appear tbe
progessing

Aso{no’l“. Washingion's forelgn policy

Pakistan as weil. The Afghankstan-Pakistan barder
will, hemce, comtinue 1o remain troubled during
e of Uhis year. o, 2006 ks again, not iy o
e agood year for democracy in Pakistan, with
the military taking Brmer control of the country’s
affairs and Ficld Marshal Asim Munir eclipsing
the importance of Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif,
striking another biow 1o the country’s demacratic
trajectory, However, Pakistan does appear to have
Falned a fresh lease of Be, with the U35,
emmbracing it a3 an ally, promising a fresh wranche
of state-of the an weapons, and in some ways
beiing perceived 1 the mos: Envoured nation of
e US" ira this part of the workd,

Beijings disinterested approach 1o
India are Mdmmaaacmﬂdmmeln
political and economic terms,
latter. uunammauamu@em:rwm

tariff dispartes keaves litthe room or soope for India

10 hedge against LS. threats to further raise
tasiffs om trade, thus aggravating current
anxdetics. For India, there is again little room for
«camfiet in the fact that China’s economic growth
heas mot plcked up of late, or that s domestic
consumpsen remalns stageant. All this b

hlndsmMndl:dhuhkmlhﬁnplngmmS A
o India China es does not,

uncertainty about the futisre of democracy will

continue 10 prevadl in the highly troubled state of
, notwithstanding the promise of fresh

ehections am restoration of an elected

dle,iseermdllh g
Wil Chima-L1.5, rivalry appeared oo imersily,
Beijirg successfully withstood 1he tariff barrage
unleashed by Mr. Trump, and even ssemed 1o
mulmmmlmm.@- Chirsa raised the value of
™ d ak

the
llawmr appear likely in 2006.
mmn 3136 nzy ot have any great
prospects for India. 1t may not, however, face any
magar terver attack during the year, but terrorism
will remain an everpeesent reality, West Asia
Juast undengone a sustaimed miliary
campaign by ksraed may be spared major tesvor
attacks, but the upheaval in Iran and the atemgt
oy lsraed and the LS. 10 wade i trobled
w::rsuudd instigate some terror attacks. The:

ower ghotal supply chains.

China’s nestrictions on rare carth exparts in
the tussbe with the 1.5, seemed to enbance iss
abslity o et oely withstind V.5, pressuses but
also i corsvert the sination in its fvour, Whike
there were few opportunithes for a trial of

Doctrine (“Donroe Doctrine”).

* Based on U.S. National Security Strategy (Nov
2025) asserting U.S. primacy in Western
Hemisphere.

* Global response muted, indicating erosion of

post-1945 international order.

Key Points

e U.S. claims exclusive security responsibility

over Western Hemisphere.

e Explicit denial of military presence of non-

hemispheric powers (China, Russia).

e Implicit threat to Cuba, Mexico, Colombia;

renewed interest in Greenland.

e Europe asked to assume primary responsibility

for its defence.
e Ukraine conflict likely towards forced
settlement or escalation.

* West Asia remains unstable despite pause in

Gaza hostilities.

* Iran facing internal unrest and intensified U.S.—

Israel pressure.

ansd 2l G
im Affrica as of now, bat this & no reason o ket
‘oow’s gaard down, as, overall, more attacks by
Irsurgent and serrorist entities can be antidpated
i Asia, West Asla aind Africa, Terrorism could,
Ivemoe, mmﬂcdasummmnonnlsmﬂy
threat during 2026.

Terror groups resurging in Afghanistan-

Pakistan region.

* Pakistan witnessing democratic backsliding
with military dominance.

* China strengthened manufacturing base
and control over rare-earth supply chains.

* China expanding influence in Southeast
Asia and Indian Ocean.

* |ndia facing diplomatic isolation amid U.S.-

Chinarivalry.

Static Linkages

e Sovereignty and non-intervention (UN
Charter Article 2).

e Sphere of Influence conceptin
international relations.

e Balance of Power theory.

e Cold War-era interventionism in Latin
America.

e Strategic autonomy in Indian foreign policy.

* Non-traditional security threats (terrorism).

Critical Analysis
Positives
e Clear assertion of U.S. deterrence and strategic
dominance.
e Signals revival of unilateral power politics.
Negatives
* Violates international law and sovereignty norms.
e Sets dangerous precedent for unilateral regime
change.
e Encourages similar actions by China and Russia.
e Weakens credibility of UN and multilateralism.
e Marginalises middle powers like India.
Implications for India
e Strained India-U.S. ties due to Russia oil imports.
e U.S. tilt towards Pakistan affects India’s security
calculus.
¢ Limited room to hedge amid China-U.S. rivalry.

Way Forward

e Reassert strategic autonomy and issue-based
alignment.

¢ Deepen engagement with EU, ASEAN, Africa,
Global South.

¢ Diversify energy and critical mineral supply
chains.

e Strengthen maritime security in Indian Ocean
Region.

¢ Enhance indigenous defence and economic
resilience.

e Use multilateral platforms to uphold rule-based
order.



The EV boom is accelerating a copper crunch

he global shift toward eleciric wehickes

EVs)is celebrated as a

technological breakthrough and a vial
yzpuwwamlmm However, there also
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densand surged from approximately 39,000
toanes in 2016 to-over 1.1 million soames in 2024,
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accelerates, mppﬂscﬂdu'mayhemmlh
main bettleneck usless mining, recyeling and
material innovation are rapidhy scaled up.

for electrification and forms the Vipin lenmy approndmately 0.75 million units o around 17 Ar of okl
ackbone of EV batteries, motors, wising, PP enillian units. The linkage was especially The geography of EV-driven copper consumption
charging infrastructure, mdmrxﬂds AsEV contitant an proesnenced in 2009, when elasticity peaked at signaks a major shift in the global power balance,
adoption accelerates, copper demand Aaiistant Professor, 1.76, signalling a sharp rise in copper use per with Chimna emerging as the donsnant force in
mmtdxvhmn{tmnmﬂﬂnalﬂh:hxmw and a Research wehdche — drtven by Lger battery packs, eletric vehicle adogiion and copper usage,
kers and markets have underestimated Sapersiar s St Increased power electronics and rpid charging Chima's Ev-pelased copper demand susged from
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showing copper to be the hidden backbone of the: Uhimately, this copper intensive trajectory, expected to reach approcimately 200,000 tonnes
BV revolution, However, supply growth has MWMNM than battery technology alone, wlllshamnhr I the European Unbon and 114,000 tonmes in the
Ligged due to decades of underimestment, Wawts Ariciel pace of global clecrificarion, U.5,, while India rensaing modest at roaghly 7,200
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geopolitical competition and influencing the cost gap often describsed a8 a “jaw-opening deficit central i enengy transition, securing access will
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demand, x: reflected in ebisticity estimates. St mwmm nearly 8 million tons by 2060, | strategy. Withous bold actioas.on
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exceeded 1.0, indicating that copper iAncvation Increase BV costs, delay the develapment of rather than ambition.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News
* Rapid global shift towards electric vehicles
(EVs) as part of climate mitigation strategies.
e EVsalesincreased from ~0.55 million (2015) to

e China accounts for ~60% of global EV-related
copper demand.

¢ India’s EV-linked copper demand remains low
but rising with EV policy push.

Static Linkages

~20 million (2025 est.). * Non-renewable mineral resources are finite

e Copper demand from EVs rose from ~27,500 and unevenly distributed.
LOAREI BO >1.2 million tonnes in the same * Industrialisation and infrastructure growth are
period. ‘ ' metal-intensive.

* Global agencies such as International Energy  Energy transition increases material intensity
Agency warn of mineral supply bottlenecks in per unit of output.
energy transition. ' o  Recycling is central to circular economy.

* Risk of copper shortage emerging as a binding o

Resource security is integral to economic and

constraint on EV adoption. strategic security.

Key Points
e EVsrequire 4-5 times more copper than
internal combustion engine (ICE) vehicles.
* Major copper uses in EV ecosystem:

Critical Analysis

Advantages
e Supports decarbonisation and climate goals
e Reduces fossil fuel dependence

© Battery packs * Encourages green manufacturing and jobs
o Electric motors Challenges
G over eleptromcs * Copper supply deficit may increase EV costs
o Charginginfrastructure » Import dependence creates strategic
o Power transmission grids vulnerability
e EV-related copper demand rose from 39,000 e Environmental degradation from mining
tonnes (2016) to >1.1 million tonnes (2024). expansion
e Copper demand elasticity with respect to EV « China’s dominance creates geopolitical
sales >1 during 2016-2024, peaking at 1.76 leverage
(2019). .

Recycling capacity currently insufficient
e Global copper supply constrained by:

o Declining ore grades Way Forward

° 10-15 year mine development cycle e Scale up copper recycling and urban mining
° Environmental and social resistance  Secure overseas mineral assets through
* Projected global copper deficit: partnerships
° 2026: ~2 million tonnes e Promote material efficiency in EV design
o 2030: ~8 million tonnes :

Strengthen ESG-compliant mining practices
¢ Integrate mineral security into energy planning
* Encourage R&D in alternative materials
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The ECI aims to clean the rolls but it is
scrubbing off genuine voters

ith the Election Commission of India

(ECIy's Special Intensive Revision

(SIR) process in its claims and correc-
tions phase, it is prudent to ask, yet again, wheth-
er the entire process to “clean the electoral rolls®
has become a dragnet affecting genuine electors
across 12 States. On Monday, the Supreme Court
of India issued fresh directions to the ECI to “ease
the strain and stress™ of millions of electors fac-
ing verification notices in West Bengal. Com-
plaints of genuine electors having to run from pil-
lar to post after being sent notices — many are
flawed due to errors in the 2002 list used by the
ECI for “mapping” or due to glitches in ad hoc
software — have forced petitioners to raise ques-
tions. As seen during the SIR in Bihar, the Court
has again had to issue guidelines to ease the pro-
cess. In the case of Bihar, the Court’s order for
Aadhaar to be used as the twelfth identity docu-
ment provided succour to millions, yet the final
electorate numbers showed an egregious anoma-
ly = the deletion of more women electors than
men, suggesting that the process was flawed to
begin with. This was confirmed in The Hindu's
analyses of the deleted electors’ lists in Bihar, Ta-
mil Nadu and West Bengal which had shown ano-
malies that merited further investigation but did
not get the ECI's response.

In Tamil Nadu, the deletion process has been
s0 aggressive in many booths that the sum of
electors who voted in the 2024 general election
and names deleted during the SIR reportedly ex-
ceeds the total number of electors originally on
the rolls. This suggests that genuine electors who
voted in 2024 have also been deleted. Further-
more, the process of deduplicating names has, in
many cases, resulted in the deletion of electors
names entirely. While the claims and corrections
phase is witnessing lakhs of electors trying to re-
enter the rolls, the ECI's insistence on their regis-
tering as fresh electors (using Form 6) is illogical
and prevents an audit of how many genuine elec-
tors were wrongly removed in the first place.
Then there is the incomprehensible mismatch in
Uttar Pradesh. The State Election Commission,
while preparing rolls for rural body polls, found
that its count of the rural electorate alone ex-
ceeds the ECI's count for the entire State in the
draft rolls. By not deciding on the constitutional-
ity of this aggressive self-enumeration early on,
the Court is now left managing the fallout of a
process that has turned the simple act of main-
taining an electoral list into one posing a threat to
universal adult franchise. The question is no lon-
ger just about “cleaning the rolls” but also on
whether genuine voters are being scrubbed off.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

e Election Commission of India (ECI) is
conducting Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls in 12 States.

* SIR has entered the claims and corrections
phase, triggering large-scale verification
notices.

e Supreme Court of India directed ECI to ease
procedural hardship for electors, particularly
in West Bengal.

e Similar judicial intervention occurred earlier
during Bihar SIR, including allowance of
Aadhaar as an additional identity document.

Key Points
e Objective of SIR: removal of duplicates,
deceased, shifted, and ineligible electors.
* Alleged reliance on outdated base data (2002
rolls) and software mapping errors.
* Disproportionate deletion of women voters
observed in Bihar SIR final rolls.

In Tamil Nadu, booth-level data indicates deletion
of electors who voted in 2024 Lok Sabha
elections.

Deduplication drive has led to complete deletion
instead of correction in multiple cases.

ECI requiring wrongly deleted voters to file Form

6 (fresh enrolment) instead of restoration.

Uttar Pradesh anomaly: State Election
Commission’s rural electorate count exceeds ECI’s
total draft rolls.

Static Linkages

Article 324: Superintendence, direction, and
control of elections vested in ECI.
Representation of the People Act, 1950: Legal
basis for preparation and revision of electoral
rolls.

Electoral Registration Rules, 1960: Procedure for
inclusion, deletion, and correction of names.
Universal Adult Franchise: Core feature of Indian
democracy.

Natural Justice: Requirement of notice,
opportunity to be heard, and reasoned decision.

Critical Analysis
Issues Identified

Risk of enfranchisement error outweighing
removal of bogus voters.

Procedural burden disproportionately affecting
women, migrants, elderly, and urban poor.

Lack of transparency due to forced fresh
enrolment instead of correction.

Weak inter-institutional data coordination (ECI vs
State Election Commissions).

Judiciary acting in post-facto damage control
rather than preventive constitutional review.

Justifications by ECI

Statutory obligation to maintain accurate and
credible electoral rolls.
Prevention of electoral fraud and impersonation.

Way Forward

Prefer correction and restoration over fresh
enrolment.

Mandatory reasoned orders for deletions with
digital audit trail.

Social and gender impact assessment before
finalisation of rolls.

Transparent and appealable technology-based
deduplication.

Clear judicial guidelines on limits of self-
enumeration exercises.



India must tread cautiously as it

negotiates defence ties with Gulf nations

he nearly two-hour visit of UAE President

and Ruler of Abu Dhabi Sheikh Mohamed

bin Zayed Al Nahyan (MbZ) to Delhi on
Monday, with enly one meeting with Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi, ended with a number of
far-reaching outcomes. The UAE is India's third-
largest trading partner, its second biggest export
destination, seventh biggest foreign investor, and
concluded its first bilateral trade agreement with
India in 2022, The agreements on Monday fo-
cused on the economic partnership - a commit-
ment to double bilateral trade to $200 billion, an
LNG deal for $3 billion and UAE investment in
Gujarat. However, the major announcement was
the intention to conclude a framework agree-
ment for an India-UAE “Strategic Defence part-
nership®, the first of its kind. Details are still to be
revealed. However, it is clear that West Asia and
South Asia will be watching closely given the
complicated security environment in both re-
gions, MbZ's sudden India visit came amidst
heightened tensions between the UAE and the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Both countries were
once a part of the same military coalition against
the Houthi uprising in 2014, Their power tussle
has also intensified over forces in Sudan, and the
lack of communication between MbZ and Saudi
leader Mohammed Bin Salman (MbS) is now be-
ing called the Gulf region’s new “cold war”, In ad-
dition, protests in Iran and the U.S)s threats to in-
tervene as well as the tenuous Gaza ceasefire and
U.S. President Donald Trump’s plans for a Board
of Peace have led to concerns about internal and
external instability. Israel’s bombing in Qatar in
September 2025, that led the Saudi government
to rush a "mutual defence pact” with Pakistan,
and reported negotiations of including Tirkiye in
the pact, portend a more complex and unstable
region, with repercussions for India.

The announcement of the UAE-India negotia-
tions for a defence agreement is being read by
some as a possible military front to counter other
regional alignments. Foreign Secretary Vikram
Misri attempted to downplay concerns, holding
that the treaty was not about India’s involvement
in “a hyvpothetical future scenario in the region”.
Even so, the government must keep in mind ties
not only with the UAE but alse other important
Gulf region countries, where nearly 10 million In-
dians reside, The GCC-area is a major energy
source, especially as U.S. and EU sanctions have
curtailed all of Indias other important sources.
India’s cross-regional connectivity plans through
Iran's Chabahar port, the International North
South Transport Corridor and the India-Middle
East-Europe Economic Corridor have been im-
perilled due to all the tensions as their future de-
pends on cooperation with all players there. With
important relationships in the region, and so ma-
ny faultlines within it, India has little option but
to tread lightly.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context

¢ Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan visited
New Delhi and met Narendra Modi.

* Announcement to negotiate an India-UAE
Strategic Defence Partnership.

¢ Visit took place amid heightened geopolitical

tensions in West Asia (UAE-Saudi rivalry, Gaza

ceasefire uncertainty, Iran unrest, U.S.
interventions).

Key Facts / Data
e UAEis:
o India’s 3rd largest trading partner
o 2nd largest export destination
o 7th largest source of FDI
* India—UAE CEPA (2022): First bilateral FTA
between India and a Gulf country.
e Target: USD 200 billion bilateral trade.
e USD 3 billion LNG deal signed.
e UAE investment commitment in Gujarat.
* Nearly 10 million Indians live and work in the
Gulf region.

Static Linkages

Strategic autonomy as a core principle of
Indian foreign policy.

Energy security as a component of national
security.

Diaspora as a foreign policy asset.

Minilateral and bilateral security cooperation
(non-alliance based).

Extended neighbourhood concept in Indian
diplomacy.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Deepens defence and strategic cooperation
beyond trade.

Enhances India’s role as a credible partnerin
West Asian security.

Supports diversification of energy imports
amid global sanctions.

Aligns defence cooperation with Make in India
and Atmanirbhar Bharat.

Concerns

Risk of misperception among other GCC states.
Possible complications for India—-Iran relations
(Chabahar, INSTC).

Regional instability threatens IMEC and
connectivity projects.

Over-securitisation may limit diplomatic
flexibility.

Way Forward

Maintain balanced engagement with all Gulf
countries.

Keep defence partnership non-alliance and
non-exclusive.

Separate economic cooperation from regional
rivalries.

Strengthen multilateral maritime security
mechanisms.

Safeguard diaspora interests through
proactive diplomacy.

Align defence cooperation with indigenous
manufacturing goals.



Digital arrest fightlooks atkill switch, insurance

examined by an inter-depart-
mental committee formed in
late December, envisages,
among other possibilities, an
emergency button integrated
inte payment applications of
lendersthat can instantly freeze
all banking operations whena
user suspects he or she isbeing
targeted by a fraudster.
“Theideaks, canauser’s pay-
ments application, like the UP
app or bank app. have a kill
switch, and the moment the
user presses that button, no
bank transaction will be poss-
ible,” a senior government offi-
ctal sald, requesting anomymity.
“Thecommittee isalso look:
ingifitis possible to identify
transactions that may be
fraudulent, and ifthere s a way
toensure that if such a transac-
tion takes place, it cannaot im-
mediatelybesplitintomultiple
muleaccounts,” theofficial said,
In digital arrest scams,
Trandsters impersonate law en-
forcement officialsfromthe po-
lice, or other law enforcement
agencies, viavideo calls, claim-
ingvictims are under investiga-
tion for serfous crimes. Using
leaked persenal data for credi-
bility, they create fear and ur-
gency, keeping victims on calls
for hours with fake IDs and ar-
rest warranis. Victims are co-
erced into transferring large
sums to aveld arrest. Yictims
across Indiaarebelieved o have
collectively lost nearly Rs 3,000
crore to digital arrest scams,
prompting the Supreme Court
1o take su0 motu cognizance of
theissue last October.
‘The high-level inter-depart-
mental committee (IDC) of the
MHAwas formed in December,

and has officials from multiple
agencies to comprehensively
examine all facets of the issueof
digital arrests. Last week, a
status report submitted in the
Supreme Court stated that the
IDC has held a few meetings
where extensive deliberations
have taken place on the issues
outlined in the court,

The committee has been
constituted under the chair-
manship of the Special Secre-
tary (Intermal Security), MHA,
with representation at the level
and aboveol Joint Secretary of-
ficers from the Ministry of Elec-
tronics and Information Tech-
nology (MeitY), Department of
Telecommunications (DoT),
Ministry of External Affairs
[MEA), Department of Financial
Services (DFS), Ministry of Law
& Justice (MolJ), Ministry of
Consumer Affairs (MoCA), Re-
serve Bank of India (RBI), Cen-
tral Bureau of Investigation
(CBI), Mational Investigation
Agency (NIA), Delhi Police, and
the IndianCyber Crime Coordi-
nation Centre (14C), with the
CEQ, 4C acting as Member-Sec-

retary.
The MeitY is leamnt to have

this year. [t was attended by the
amicus curiae and represen-
tatives of 14C, MHA, Depart-
ment of Telecom, Google,
WhatsApp, Telegram, and
Microsaft,
Queriessenttothe MHA, Fi-
nance Ministry, IT Ministry, and
Department of Telecommunl-
cations by The Indian Express
remained unanswered until
publication.
According to anotherofficial

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Background
* Rapid increase in cyber-enabled digital arrest
scams across India.

e Victims coerced into transferring money using
fake law-enforcement identity.

e |osses estimated at ~¥3,000 crore.

involved in the exercise, an in-
surance mechanism to cover
fraud-related lossesinthe bank-
ingsystem isalso on the table.
As digital transactions, mo-
bile banking and online inter-
faces expand rapidly across In-
dia’s banking ecosystem, fraud
risks have grown mone sophisti-
cated and pervasive. Cyber-en-
abled frauds, digital arrests,
phishing attacks, account take-
overs, mule accounts and com-
plex third-party breaches have
become harder todetect and
prevent. Whiletraditional inter-
nal controls, audits and com-
pliance systems remain essen-
tial, the RBI has indicated that
these measures alone may no
longer be sufficient to address
theevolving threat landscape.
Ata financial sectorevent re-
cently, RBI Deputy Governor T
RabiSankarraised the question
whether existing risk-transfer
tools are adequate and whether
there is scope for insurance
against frauds, sparking dis-
cussionson the potential for in-
siirance to play a more formal
role in bank risk management.
RBI officials have already dis-
cussed the issue with various
stakeholders, sources sald.
Meanwhile, sources said a
formal fraud insurance proposal
is yet to reach top insurance
companies, “We have not re-
celved any formal proposal
fromregulators about this issue.
The IRDAT will have to take the
lead inthis matter,” said an offi-
cial of a public sector insurer.
The RBI'ssuggestion signals
a broader shift in thinking -
from viewing fraud solely asa
issuie totreating it as
abalance-sheet and systemic

risk. Collaborative effors be-
tween banks, insurers and regu-
lators could lead to innovative
products tailored to evolving
fraud profiles, strengthening
the resilience of India’s fast-digi-
tising financial system.

RBI's Report on Trend and
Progress of Banking in India
says there were 23,879 fraud
cases involving anamount of Rs
34,771 crore as of 2024-25. The
RBI's Payment Vision 2025 re-
port, onthe other hand, has pro-
posed studying the feasibility of
setting up a Digital Payment
Protection Fund (DPPF) to pro-
vide security covertodefrauded
customersand payment instru-
ment ssuers

While several insurance
meodels are available, experts
prefer an insurance poel -
backed by contributions from
banks, insurers and potentially
supported by regulatory frame-
works - that could spread fraud
riskacross the system, similarto
terrorism insurance pools in
several countries. Such astruc-
ture would help manage tail
risks while keeping premiums
affordable.

Ranjeeth Bellary, Partner, EY
Forensicand Integrity Services-
Cyber Forensics, said existing
cyber insurance does not ad-
equately cover first-pany fraud
losses, especially those arising
from customer manipulation
rather than system compro-
mise.

“Insurance companies can
forma fraud insurance pool like
aterror pool, and this idea has
been internally mooted by the
Reserve Banktotackletherising
surge of digital frauds, induding
“digjtal arrest’ scams,” he said.

e Supreme Court of India took suo motu
cognisance (2024).

e High-level inter-departmental committee
constituted by Ministry of Home Affairs.

What is Digital Arrest Scam
e Impersonation of police/CBI/ED through video

calls.

e Use of leaked personal data for credibility.
e Fake arrest warrants and continuous
surveillance.
e Psychological coercion » forced fund
transfers.
* No legal recognition under Indian law.

Kill Switch

* Emergency feature integrated into:
o UPIl apps
o Mobile banking apps
e [nstantly freezes all banking transactions.
* Prevents:
o Real-time fund siphoning
o Splitting into mule accounts
* Nature: Preventive, user-triggered control.

Institutional Framework

e Inter-departmental committee includes:
RBI

MeitY

DoT

DFS, MEA

CBI, NIA

Delhi Police

Indian Cyber Crime Coordination Centre

O O O 0O O ©O

Fraud Insurance Proposal
e RBI exploring insurance-based risk transfer tools.
e Fraud treated as:
o Balance-sheet risk
o Systemic financial risk
e Preference for insurance pool model:
o Shared contributions by banks and insurers.
o Regulatory support.
e Similar to terrorism insurance pools.

Limitations of Existing Cyber Insurance
e |nadequate coverage for:
o First-party fraud losses
o Customer manipulation-based frauds
e Focus mainly on system breach, not social engineering.

Key RBI Data
e Report on Trend and Progress of Banking in India
(2024-25):
o 23,879 fraud cases
o Amountinvolved: ¥34,771 crore
e Indicates rising sophistication of cyber frauds.

Digital Payment Protection Fund (DPPF)
e Proposed in RBI Payment Vision 2025.
e Objective:
o Provide protection to defrauded customers.
o Support payment instrument issuers.
e Status: Feasibility under study.

Significance
e Strengthens trust in digital payments ecosystem.
e Enhances consumer protection.
e Improves resilience of banking system.
e Reflects shift from reactive to preventive cyber
governance.

Challenges
¢ Risk of misuse or accidental activation of kill switch.
e Technical integration across banking platforms.
e Moral hazard due to insurance coverage.
e Need for coordination among regulators (RBI-IRDAI).

Way Forward
e Standardised national kill switch protocol.
e Al-based real-time fraud and mule-account detection.
e Time-bound transaction freeze and reversal norms.
e Regulator-backed fraud insurance pool.
e Mass digital awareness and cyber hygiene campaigns.



A question at Davos: Are we
back to the era of kings?
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

e Recent debates at the World Economic Forum
highlighted a shift away from rule-based global
governance.

* Leadership style of Donald Trump is cited as
emblematic of “neo-royalism” in international
relations.

e Growing concern over erosion of
multilateralism, institutions, and bureaucratic
checks in global order.

Key Points

* Neo-royalism: Personalised authority of
leaders overriding institutional, rule-based
decision-making.

* Foreign policy driven by leader’s preferences,
not long-term national strategy.

e |ncreased use of tariffs, sanctions, and threats
as instruments of personal power.

* Declining relevance of alliances and
multilateral institutions.

e Parallel rise of neo-feudalism: influence of tech
giants, private networks, and non-state actors.

* Global politics moving towards
unpredictability and transactionalism.

Static Linkages

* Westphalian state system: sovereignty and
institutional diplomacy.

e Bureaucratic state (Max Weber): impersonal,
rule-bound governance.

e Cold War diplomacy: institutionalised foreign-
policy establishments.

e Liberal international order: multilateralism,
international law, collective security.

* Role of non-state actors in globalisation.

‘Stuclies, Dol

Critical Analysis
Positives
e Faster decision-making in crises.
e Strong electoral connect with domestic
constituencies.
Negatives
e Weakening of international law and
institutions.
e Policy volatility affecting global trade and
security.
* Reduced diplomatic space for middle powers.
e Democratic backsliding due to erosion of
checks and balances.
e Expansion of unregulated private power.

Way Forward

e Strengthen domestic institutions and
bureaucratic capacity.

* Promote issue-based multilateral coalitions.

e Balance strategic autonomy with institutional
diplomacy.

e Regulate influence of big tech and private
actors.

¢ Uphold rule-based international order and
international law.



In Noidadeath, faltering
of the city’s promise

HAT MAKES a city a home? At its most basic, this
would include, not necessarily in that order, econ-
omicopportunities, assurance of security, commu-

nity. For 27-year-oldtechnology professional Yuvraj
Mehta, Noida was that place until Friday, when driving home to
Sector 150, his SUV veered off course in the dense fog and into a
deep construction pit full of water. Even though rescueteamsre-
sponded within minutes of his call to his father, lack of requisite
infrastructure became the impediment: Mehta died over two
hours later, still calling for help. The postmortem points to the
brutal aftermath of a civic failure built up over years of warnings
ignored, prior accidents forgotten and responsibility deferred.

Conceived in 1976 as an industrial township, an absence
shapes the New Okhla Industrial Development Authority’s gov-
emancearchitecture: Itis run by astate-appointed development
authority and not by an elected municipal corporation, insulating
it from public accountability. Ringed by expressways and IT
parks, with abudget of nearly Rs 8,800 crore for the 2025-26 fiscal
year, Noida has, over the years, been projected as a symbol of In-
dia’s urban future, But the technocratic model has never mean-
ingfully translated intoan imagination of alived city. Whengrave
lapsesoccur, asitdid in Mehta's case, there are transfers, suspen-
sions and inquiries, while the underlying structure remains un-
changed. In the days following the tragedy, this is again in evi-
dence: The Noida Authority CEO has been removed and put on
a “wait list”, FIRs registered against two real-estate companies,
andan SIT constituted to probe the circumstances of the fatality.
But the Supreme Court'ssuggestion last August that the state gov-
ernmentconsider converting the Noida Authority intoa munici-
pal corporation has seen little movement.

From the contamination of tap water in Indore earlier this
month to the Gambhira bridge collapse in Vadodara last year,
urban governance in India is riddled with blind spots, let down
by corruption and abdication. Mehta's death exposes the fragile
foundations oftheinfrastructure-led imagination of a viksir Bha-
rat, teeming with “smart” cities. If a city built as a poster child of
development cannot protect its citizens as they go about their
dailywork and play, its promise is already betrayed.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

Death of a young professional in Noida after
vehicle fell into an unbarricaded, water-filled
construction pit.

Delay in rescue due to absence of safety
infrastructure, signage, lighting, and
emergency access.

Noida governed by a state-appointed
development authority, not an elected
municipal body.

Supreme Court earlier suggested conversion of
Noida Authority into a municipal corporation.
Administrative response limited to transfers,
FIRs, and SIT formation.

Key Points

Noida established in 1976 as an industrial
township.

Governed by New Okhla Industrial
Development Authority under Uttar Pradesh
government.

Absence of elected Urban Local Body (ULB).
Budget allocation (8,800 crore, FY 2025-26)
not translating into citizen safety.

Pattern of urban infrastructure failures seen
across Indian cities.

Static Linkages

e 74th Constitutional Amendment Act, 1992:

o Constitutional status to Urban Local
Bodies.

Article 243W:

o Municipalities responsible for urban
planning, roads, public safety, water
supply.

12th Schedule:

o Lists 18 municipal functions.

Second Administrative Reforms Commission:

o Emphasis on decentralisation and local
accountability.

Smart Cities Mission:

o Technology-driven urban development

without mandatory governance reform.

Critical Analysis
Issues
e Democratic deficit due to absence of elected
municipality.
e Weak accountability of development
authorities.
* Infrastructure-first approach ignoring human
safety.
* Fragmented responsibility between state
agencies and private developers.
* Post-crisis responses are reactive, not
structural.
Stakeholders Affected
e Urban residents
e State governments
e Development authorities
* Real estate sector
e Emergency services

Way Forward

e Convert development authorities into elected
municipal corporations.

e Implement Article 243W in letter and spirit.

* Mandatory safety audits for urban
infrastructure projects.

e Clear accountability framework with criminal
liability for negligence.

e Citizen participation mechanisms in urban
governance.

e Shift from “smart city” model to “safe and
lived city” approach.



