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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Governor of Kerala altered parts of the
Cabinet-approved policy address delivered
under Article 176.
Chief Minister objected and stated that the
Cabinet-approved version will prevail.
Dispute relates to references on:

Fiscal federalism
Pending State Bills
Tax devolution and Finance Commission
grants

Incident occurred during:
First session of 2026
Final session of 15th Kerala Legislative
Assembly

Reflects ongoing Governor–State Government
friction.

Key Points
Governor omitted/rephrased references
critical of:

Union Government’s fiscal actions
Delay in assent to State Bills

Cabinet-approved text:
Was already circulated to MLAs
Claimed constitutional precedence

No official clarification from Governor’s office.
Raises issue of constitutional conventions vs
discretionary conduct.

Static Linkages 
Article 176: Governor’s Address at first session
each year.
Article 163: Governor bound by aid and advice
of Council of Ministers.

Governor is a constitutional head, not an
executive authority.
Parliamentary convention: Policy Address
reflects elected government’s agenda.
Supreme Court (Shamsher Singh vs State of
Punjab, 1974):

Governor acts on ministerial advice except
in limited discretionary areas.

Fiscal federalism grounded in:
Article 270 (Tax devolution)
Article 280 (Finance Commission)

Critical Analysis
Constitutional Issues

Alteration of policy speech undermines
responsible government principle.
Expands Governor’s role beyond constitutional
limits.

Federal Issues
Highlights Centre–State trust deficit.
Reinforces concerns over erosion of fiscal
autonomy of States.

Institutional Concerns
Politicisation of Governor’s office.
Increasing judicialisation of federal disputes.

Way Forward
Codify conventions on Governor’s Address.
Time-bound mechanism for assent to State
Bills.
Strengthen cooperative federalism institutions
(e.g., Inter-State Council).
Reform Governor appointment process to
ensure neutrality.
Reinforce constitutional morality and restraint.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Tamil Nadu Governor declined to read the
Governor’s Address prepared by the State
government during the first session of the
Assembly and walked out.
State Assembly adopted a resolution deeming
the address as read, despite the Governor’s
refusal.
The incident reflects repeated friction
between the Governor and the elected State
government.
The address contained criticism of the Union
government over:

Delay in release of funds
Conditions imposed on Centrally
Sponsored Schemes
GST-related fiscal issues

Key Constitutional & Factual Points
Governor’s Address is mandated under Article
176 of the Constitution.
It marks the beginning of the first session of
the Legislature each year.
Content of the address is:

Prepared by the Council of Ministers
Reflects the policy agenda of the elected
government

Governor is a constitutional head, not a
political executive.
Assembly can pass a motion of thanks or adopt
resolutions regarding the address.

Static Linkages 
Article 163: Governor must act on the aid and
advice of the Council of Ministers (except in
discretionary matters).
Article 164(2): Council of Ministers is collectively
responsible to the State Legislature.
Article 176: Obligation of Governor to address the
Legislature.
Sarkaria Commission (1988):

Governor should not function as an agent of the
Centre.
Role is to preserve constitutional governance,
not political confrontation.

Punchhi Commission (2010):
Emphasised strict adherence to constitutional
conventions by Governors.

Supreme Court (Nabam Rebia case, 2016):
Governor’s discretionary powers are limited and
justiciable.

Critical Analysis
Why Governor’s action is problematic

Violates the principle of aid and advice.
Undermines legislative sovereignty.
Converts a ceremonial role into a political veto
point.
Weakens cooperative federalism.

Arguments cited in Governor’s favour
Claim of factual inaccuracies in the address.
Assertion of duty to protect constitutional
propriety.

Core Issue
Constitution provides powers, but governance runs
on conventions.
Breakdown of conventions leads to institutional
friction, not resolution.

Impact on Federal Governance
Erodes trust between Centre and States.
Delays legislative business and governance
priorities.
Sets precedent for politicisation of constitutional
offices.
Shifts disputes from political resolution to public
confrontation.

Way Forward 
Codify conventions relating to Governor’s Address
through:

Supreme Court guidelines, or
Parliamentary/legislative clarification.

Implement Sarkaria and Punchhi Commission
recommendations in letter and spirit.
Establish regular Centre–State institutional dialogue
mechanisms.
Orientation and code of conduct for Governors on
constitutional morality.
Use Inter-State Council more effectively for
grievance redressal.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Core Facts

Election Commission of India defended the
2025 Special Intensive Revision (SIR) before
the Supreme Court of India.
ECI termed SIR “legislative in character”,
framed under Article 324.
Bench headed by Surya Kant.
Reports claimed exclusion of ~6.5 crore names
across 9 States & 3 UTs.
ECI clarified exclusions due to death,
duplication, migration.

Constitutional & Legal Basis
Article 324: Plenary powers of ECI—
superintendence, direction, control of
elections.
Powers include:

Administrative – conduct of elections.
Adjudicatory – party symbol disputes.
Legislative – framing procedures where law
is silent.

Parliament–ECI relationship described as
symbiotic, not adversarial.

Nature of SIR 
SIR order laid down uniform principles,
procedure, and documentary standards.
Presumption in favour of citizenship for
existing electors.
Continuity principle:

Voters linked to 2002 electoral rolls
exempted from fresh proof.

Others required any one of 11+ indicative
documents (Aadhaar included, not as
citizenship proof).
House-to-house verification with pre-filled
forms.
BLOs responsible for collection & uploading.
Booth Level Agents of parties involved in
verification.

Static Polity Linkages
Article 324 – Residual & enabling powers of
ECI.
Article 326 – Universal adult franchise.
Representation of the People Act, 1950 –
Electoral roll preparation.
Delegated/Quasi-legislative powers of
constitutional bodies.
Free & fair elections – Basic feature of the
Constitution.
Aadhaar jurisprudence – Identity proof, not
citizenship proof.

Issues & Concerns
Large-scale deletions risk inadvertent
disenfranchisement.
Migrant, urban poor, and informal workers
vulnerable.
Transparency and procedural safeguards
questioned.
Potential over-dependence on executive
discretion under Article 324.

Way Forward 
Codify minimum safeguards for roll revision.
Strengthen appeal & correction mechanisms.
Ensure public disclosure of deletion criteria
and data.
Balance electoral integrity with inclusiveness.
Use technology + human verification for de-
duplication.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

2026 began with U.S. abducting Venezuelan
President Nicolás Maduro and detaining him in
the U.S.
Action justified by U.S. President Donald
Trump as a modern version of the Monroe
Doctrine (“Donroe Doctrine”).
Based on U.S. National Security Strategy (Nov
2025) asserting U.S. primacy in Western
Hemisphere.
Global response muted, indicating erosion of
post-1945 international order.

Key Points
U.S. claims exclusive security responsibility
over Western Hemisphere.
Explicit denial of military presence of non-
hemispheric powers (China, Russia).
Implicit threat to Cuba, Mexico, Colombia;
renewed interest in Greenland.
Europe asked to assume primary responsibility
for its defence.
Ukraine conflict likely towards forced
settlement or escalation.
West Asia remains unstable despite pause in
Gaza hostilities.
Iran facing internal unrest and intensified U.S.–
Israel pressure.

Critical Analysis 
Positives

Clear assertion of U.S. deterrence and strategic
dominance.
Signals revival of unilateral power politics.

Negatives
Violates international law and sovereignty norms.
Sets dangerous precedent for unilateral regime
change.
Encourages similar actions by China and Russia.
Weakens credibility of UN and multilateralism.
Marginalises middle powers like India.

Implications for India
Strained India–U.S. ties due to Russia oil imports.
U.S. tilt towards Pakistan affects India’s security
calculus.
Limited room to hedge amid China–U.S. rivalry.

Way Forward
Reassert strategic autonomy and issue-based
alignment.
Deepen engagement with EU, ASEAN, Africa,
Global South.
Diversify energy and critical mineral supply
chains.
Strengthen maritime security in Indian Ocean
Region.
Enhance indigenous defence and economic
resilience.
Use multilateral platforms to uphold rule-based
order.

Terror groups resurging in Afghanistan–
Pakistan region.
Pakistan witnessing democratic backsliding
with military dominance.
China strengthened manufacturing base
and control over rare-earth supply chains.
China expanding influence in Southeast
Asia and Indian Ocean.
India facing diplomatic isolation amid U.S.–
China rivalry.

Static Linkages 
Sovereignty and non-intervention (UN
Charter Article 2).
Sphere of Influence concept in
international relations.
Balance of Power theory.
Cold War–era interventionism in Latin
America.
Strategic autonomy in Indian foreign policy.
Non-traditional security threats (terrorism).
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Rapid global shift towards electric vehicles
(EVs) as part of climate mitigation strategies.
EV sales increased from ~0.55 million (2015) to
~20 million (2025 est.).
Copper demand from EVs rose from ~27,500
tonnes to >1.2 million tonnes in the same
period.
Global agencies such as International Energy
Agency warn of mineral supply bottlenecks in
energy transition.
Risk of copper shortage emerging as a binding
constraint on EV adoption.

Key Points
EVs require 4–5 times more copper than
internal combustion engine (ICE) vehicles.
Major copper uses in EV ecosystem:

Battery packs
Electric motors
Power electronics
Charging infrastructure
Power transmission grids

EV-related copper demand rose from 39,000
tonnes (2016) to >1.1 million tonnes (2024).
Copper demand elasticity with respect to EV
sales >1 during 2016–2024, peaking at 1.76
(2019).
Global copper supply constrained by:

Declining ore grades
10–15 year mine development cycle
Environmental and social resistance

Projected global copper deficit:
2026: ~2 million tonnes
2030: ~8 million tonnes

China accounts for ~60% of global EV-related
copper demand.
India’s EV-linked copper demand remains low
but rising with EV policy push.

Static Linkages 
Non-renewable mineral resources are finite
and unevenly distributed.
Industrialisation and infrastructure growth are
metal-intensive.
Energy transition increases material intensity
per unit of output.
Recycling is central to circular economy.
Resource security is integral to economic and
strategic security.

Critical Analysis
Advantages

Supports decarbonisation and climate goals
Reduces fossil fuel dependence
Encourages green manufacturing and jobs

Challenges
Copper supply deficit may increase EV costs
Import dependence creates strategic
vulnerability
Environmental degradation from mining
expansion
China’s dominance creates geopolitical
leverage
Recycling capacity currently insufficient

Way Forward
Scale up copper recycling and urban mining
Secure overseas mineral assets through
partnerships
Promote material efficiency in EV design
Strengthen ESG-compliant mining practices
Integrate mineral security into energy planning
Encourage R&D in alternative materials
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Election Commission of India (ECI) is
conducting Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls in 12 States.
SIR has entered the claims and corrections
phase, triggering large-scale verification
notices.
Supreme Court of India directed ECI to ease
procedural hardship for electors, particularly
in West Bengal.
Similar judicial intervention occurred earlier
during Bihar SIR, including allowance of
Aadhaar as an additional identity document.

Key Points
Objective of SIR: removal of duplicates,
deceased, shifted, and ineligible electors.
Alleged reliance on outdated base data (2002
rolls) and software mapping errors.
Disproportionate deletion of women voters
observed in Bihar SIR final rolls.

In Tamil Nadu, booth-level data indicates deletion
of electors who voted in 2024 Lok Sabha
elections.
Deduplication drive has led to complete deletion
instead of correction in multiple cases.
ECI requiring wrongly deleted voters to file Form
6 (fresh enrolment) instead of restoration.
Uttar Pradesh anomaly: State Election
Commission’s rural electorate count exceeds ECI’s
total draft rolls.

Static Linkages 
Article 324: Superintendence, direction, and
control of elections vested in ECI.
Representation of the People Act, 1950: Legal
basis for preparation and revision of electoral
rolls.
Electoral Registration Rules, 1960: Procedure for
inclusion, deletion, and correction of names.
Universal Adult Franchise: Core feature of Indian
democracy.
Natural Justice: Requirement of notice,
opportunity to be heard, and reasoned decision.

Critical Analysis
Issues Identified

Risk of enfranchisement error outweighing
removal of bogus voters.
Procedural burden disproportionately affecting
women, migrants, elderly, and urban poor.
Lack of transparency due to forced fresh
enrolment instead of correction.
Weak inter-institutional data coordination (ECI vs
State Election Commissions).
Judiciary acting in post-facto damage control
rather than preventive constitutional review.

Justifications by ECI
Statutory obligation to maintain accurate and
credible electoral rolls.
Prevention of electoral fraud and impersonation.

Way Forward
Prefer correction and restoration over fresh
enrolment.
Mandatory reasoned orders for deletions with
digital audit trail.
Social and gender impact assessment before
finalisation of rolls.
Transparent and appealable technology-based
deduplication.
Clear judicial guidelines on limits of self-
enumeration exercises.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan visited
New Delhi and met Narendra Modi.
Announcement to negotiate an India–UAE
Strategic Defence Partnership.
Visit took place amid heightened geopolitical
tensions in West Asia (UAE–Saudi rivalry, Gaza
ceasefire uncertainty, Iran unrest, U.S.
interventions).

Key Facts / Data
UAE is:

India’s 3rd largest trading partner
2nd largest export destination
7th largest source of FDI

India–UAE CEPA (2022): First bilateral FTA
between India and a Gulf country.
Target: USD 200 billion bilateral trade.
USD 3 billion LNG deal signed.
UAE investment commitment in Gujarat.
Nearly 10 million Indians live and work in the
Gulf region.

Static Linkages 
Strategic autonomy as a core principle of
Indian foreign policy.
Energy security as a component of national
security.
Diaspora as a foreign policy asset.
Minilateral and bilateral security cooperation
(non-alliance based).
Extended neighbourhood concept in Indian
diplomacy.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Deepens defence and strategic cooperation
beyond trade.
Enhances India’s role as a credible partner in
West Asian security.
Supports diversification of energy imports
amid global sanctions.
Aligns defence cooperation with Make in India
and Atmanirbhar Bharat.

Concerns
Risk of misperception among other GCC states.
Possible complications for India–Iran relations
(Chabahar, INSTC).
Regional instability threatens IMEC and
connectivity projects.
Over-securitisation may limit diplomatic
flexibility.

Way Forward
Maintain balanced engagement with all Gulf
countries.
Keep defence partnership non-alliance and
non-exclusive.
Separate economic cooperation from regional
rivalries.
Strengthen multilateral maritime security
mechanisms.
Safeguard diaspora interests through
proactive diplomacy.
Align defence cooperation with indigenous
manufacturing goals.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Background

Rapid increase in cyber-enabled digital arrest
scams across India.
Victims coerced into transferring money using
fake law-enforcement identity.
Losses estimated at ~₹3,000 crore.
Supreme Court of India took suo motu
cognisance (2024).
High-level inter-departmental committee
constituted by Ministry of Home Affairs.

What is Digital Arrest Scam
Impersonation of police/CBI/ED through video
calls.
Use of leaked personal data for credibility.
Fake arrest warrants and continuous
surveillance.
Psychological coercion → forced fund
transfers.
No legal recognition under Indian law.

Kill Switch 
Emergency feature integrated into:

UPI apps
Mobile banking apps

Instantly freezes all banking transactions.
Prevents:

Real-time fund siphoning
Splitting into mule accounts

Nature: Preventive, user-triggered control.

Institutional Framework
Inter-departmental committee includes:

RBI
MeitY
DoT
DFS, MEA
CBI, NIA
Delhi Police
Indian Cyber Crime Coordination Centre

Fraud Insurance Proposal
RBI exploring insurance-based risk transfer tools.
Fraud treated as:

Balance-sheet risk
Systemic financial risk

Preference for insurance pool model:
Shared contributions by banks and insurers.
Regulatory support.

Similar to terrorism insurance pools.

Limitations of Existing Cyber Insurance
Inadequate coverage for:

First-party fraud losses
Customer manipulation-based frauds

Focus mainly on system breach, not social engineering.

Key RBI Data
Report on Trend and Progress of Banking in India
(2024–25):

23,879 fraud cases
Amount involved: ₹34,771 crore

Indicates rising sophistication of cyber frauds.

Digital Payment Protection Fund (DPPF)
Proposed in RBI Payment Vision 2025.
Objective:

Provide protection to defrauded customers.
Support payment instrument issuers.

Status: Feasibility under study.

Significance
Strengthens trust in digital payments ecosystem.
Enhances consumer protection.
Improves resilience of banking system.
Reflects shift from reactive to preventive cyber
governance.

Challenges
Risk of misuse or accidental activation of kill switch.
Technical integration across banking platforms.
Moral hazard due to insurance coverage.
Need for coordination among regulators (RBI–IRDAI).

Way Forward
Standardised national kill switch protocol.
AI-based real-time fraud and mule-account detection.
Time-bound transaction freeze and reversal norms.
Regulator-backed fraud insurance pool.
Mass digital awareness and cyber hygiene campaigns.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Recent debates at the World Economic Forum
highlighted a shift away from rule-based global
governance.
Leadership style of Donald Trump is cited as
emblematic of “neo-royalism” in international
relations.
Growing concern over erosion of
multilateralism, institutions, and bureaucratic
checks in global order.

Key Points
Neo-royalism: Personalised authority of
leaders overriding institutional, rule-based
decision-making.
Foreign policy driven by leader’s preferences,
not long-term national strategy.
Increased use of tariffs, sanctions, and threats
as instruments of personal power.
Declining relevance of alliances and
multilateral institutions.
Parallel rise of neo-feudalism: influence of tech
giants, private networks, and non-state actors.
Global politics moving towards
unpredictability and transactionalism.

Static Linkages 
Westphalian state system: sovereignty and
institutional diplomacy.
Bureaucratic state (Max Weber): impersonal,
rule-bound governance.
Cold War diplomacy: institutionalised foreign-
policy establishments.
Liberal international order: multilateralism,
international law, collective security.
Role of non-state actors in globalisation.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Faster decision-making in crises.
Strong electoral connect with domestic
constituencies.

Negatives
Weakening of international law and
institutions.
Policy volatility affecting global trade and
security.
Reduced diplomatic space for middle powers.
Democratic backsliding due to erosion of
checks and balances.
Expansion of unregulated private power.

Way Forward
Strengthen domestic institutions and
bureaucratic capacity.
Promote issue-based multilateral coalitions.
Balance strategic autonomy with institutional
diplomacy.
Regulate influence of big tech and private
actors.
Uphold rule-based international order and
international law.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Death of a young professional in Noida after
vehicle fell into an unbarricaded, water-filled
construction pit.
Delay in rescue due to absence of safety
infrastructure, signage, lighting, and
emergency access.
Noida governed by a state-appointed
development authority, not an elected
municipal body.
Supreme Court earlier suggested conversion of
Noida Authority into a municipal corporation.
Administrative response limited to transfers,
FIRs, and SIT formation.

Key Points
Noida established in 1976 as an industrial
township.
Governed by New Okhla Industrial
Development Authority under Uttar Pradesh
government.
Absence of elected Urban Local Body (ULB).
Budget allocation (₹8,800 crore, FY 2025–26)
not translating into citizen safety.
Pattern of urban infrastructure failures seen
across Indian cities.

Static Linkages
74th Constitutional Amendment Act, 1992:

Constitutional status to Urban Local
Bodies.

Article 243W:
Municipalities responsible for urban
planning, roads, public safety, water
supply.

12th Schedule:
Lists 18 municipal functions.

Second Administrative Reforms Commission:
Emphasis on decentralisation and local
accountability.

Smart Cities Mission:
Technology-driven urban development
without mandatory governance reform.

Critical Analysis
Issues

Democratic deficit due to absence of elected
municipality.
Weak accountability of development
authorities.
Infrastructure-first approach ignoring human
safety.
Fragmented responsibility between state
agencies and private developers.
Post-crisis responses are reactive, not
structural.

Stakeholders Affected
Urban residents
State governments
Development authorities
Real estate sector
Emergency services

Way Forward
Convert development authorities into elected
municipal corporations.
Implement Article 243W in letter and spirit.
Mandatory safety audits for urban
infrastructure projects.
Clear accountability framework with criminal
liability for negligence.
Citizen participation mechanisms in urban
governance.
Shift from “smart city” model to “safe and
lived city” approach.
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