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PM unveils T6,957-cr. elevated
corridor project in Kaziranga

Modi flags off two Amrit Bharat trains from poll-bound Assam; cites recent election results to claim the BJP has become the
first choice of people in the country; PM accuses Congress of aiding encroachment by infiltrators, and neglecting Kaziranga

Rahul Karmakar
GUWAHATI

rime Minister Na-
l)rendrn Modi on
Sunday cited the

outcome of the Bihar As-
sembly election and the
Mumbai civic polls to claim
that the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BIP) has become the
first choice of the people in
the country.

After laying the founda-
tion stone for the 6,957
crore Kaziranga elevated
corridor and virrually flag-
ging off two Amrit Eharat
trains from poll-bound As-
sam’s Kaliabor, he also said
that the Congress had lost
the trust of the nation.

The 36-km Kaziranga
Elevated Corridor is a four-
lane Mational Highway pro-
Ject, which includes 35 km
of an elevated road passing
through the Kaziranga Na-
tional Park. “The elevated
wildlife corridor will en-
siire uninterrupted move-

N\

Prime Minister Narendra Modi inspects the model of the proposed
Kariranga elevated corrdor in Kaliabor, Assam, an Sunday. Ak

ment of animals and re-
duce human-wildlife
conflict. It will also en-
hamnece road safety, reduce
travel time and accident
rates,” an official statement

said.

Mr. Modi also praised
the Himanta Biswa Sarm-
led Assam government for
stopping rhinoceros
poaching in Kaziranga , the
“soul of Assam” and a
“priceless jewel of the

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

What is the news about?

country” that he accused
the Congress of neglecting.

The Prime Minister also
accused the Congress of
handing over Assam’s land
1o infiltrators and helping
them encroach on large
swathes of land and lauded
the government for tack-
ling infiltration and freeing
forests and historical and
cultural sites from
encroachment.

The Prime Minister said

‘Syndicate tax’
hurting Bengal's
development: PM

KOLKATA

Accusing the Trinamaool
Congress government of
imposing a ‘syndicate tax’ on
development in West Bengal,
Primie Minister Narendra Modi
on Sunday $aid investments
would not come to the State as
long as the party remmaingd in
pawer, 1 PAGE 4

that election results across
States = including in Kera-
la’s ecapital Thiruvanan-
thapuram, where the BJP
secured the Mayor's post
for the first time - reflect-
ed a consistent national
wrend. “The voters today
want good governance and
development. That is why
they like the BJP," he said.

Mumbal's faith in BJP
The country has shown a

* Prime Minister Narendra Modi laid the
foundation stone of the Kaziranga Elevated
Corridor in Assam and flagged off two Amrit
Bharat trains.

* At the same event, he cited recent election
results (Bihar Assembly, Mumbai civic polls,
Thiruvananthapuram Mayor election) to claim
that the Bharatiya Janata Party is emerging as
the people’s first choice.

e He praised the Assam government led by
Himanta Biswa Sarma for:

o Controlling rhino poaching in Kaziranga
o Removing illegal encroachments

e He criticised the Congress for neglecting

Assam and losing public trust.

Why is the Kaziranga Elevated Corridor
important?

* Itis an 86-km four-lane highway, with 35 km
elevated inside Kaziranga National Park.

* Purpose:

o Allow free movement of wild animals

o Reduce human-wildlife conflict

o Cutroad accidents and traffic jams
¢ This follows the idea of “development with
conservation”, a recurring UPSC theme.

growing faith and trust in
the BJF in recent months,
Mr. Modi said. “In the Bi-
har election, even after 20
years, people helped the
BJP win a record number
of seats. The results of the
Maharashtra  Municipal
Corporation election were
announced two days ago.
For the first time, Mumbai
gave the BIP a record man-
date. People allowed the
BJP to serve them in most
other diies of Maharash-
tra,” he said.

“The results have also
shown that the voters are
repeatedly rejecting the
negative politics of Con-
gress,” he added. He as-
serted that the Congress
has lost the country’s trust
due toits lack of a develop-
ment agenda. "Congress
toxok the Fourth or fifth spot
in Mumbai, where it was
barn. It has shrunk signifi-
cantly in  Maharashtra,
which it ruled for years,”
Mr. Modi pointed out.

Why is Kaziranga important for exam?

Kaziranga National Park:
o UNESCO World Heritage Site
© Home to ~70% of the world’s
one-horned rhinoceros
o Located in the Brahmaputra
floodplains
Rhino protection success reflects:
o Strong enforcement
o Use of technology
o Political will

Why are elections mentioned in a
development event?

The Prime Minister linked:

o Electoral success - public
approval of governance and
development

He cited:

©o BJP’s performance in Bihar

o Mumbai civic polls

o Thiruvananthapuram Mayor
post

This reflects how development
projects are used as political
narratives.

What are the positives and concerns?
Positives

Wildlife-friendly infrastructure
reduces ecological damage

Better connectivity boosts North-
East development

Successful anti-poaching improves
India’s conservation record

Concerns

Infrastructure in protected areas
can still disturb ecosystems

Need for continuous environmental
monitoring

Political claims must be backed by
long-term data, not just election
results

What should be the way forward?

Ensure strict environmental impact
monitoring

Replicate wildlife corridors in other
sensitive regions

Involve local communities in
conservation

Keep governance evaluation
institution-based, not rhetoric-
based



Trump’s tariff threat
over Greenland may
imperil EU trade deal

Agende France-Presse
BRUSSELS

European Union leaders
on  Saturday  wamed
against US. President Do-
nald Trump's threat to im-
pose tariffs on European
countries uniil he has
achieved his purchase of
Greenland.

Cyprus, which holds the
rotating presidency of the
European  Council, an-
nounced an extraordinary
meeting of EU ambassa-
dors in Brussels for Sunday
afternoon.

And one senior German
Member of European Par-
liament (MEF) said Mr.
Trumps  latest  threat
radsed a question mark ow-
er the EU-US. wrade deal
agreed last year,

EU Commission chief
Ursula von der Leyen and
Antonio Costa, president
of the European Council,
issued the joint statement
hours after Mr. Trump
threatened multiple Eure-
[pean mations with tarilfs of
up o 25%. “Tarifs would
undermine  transatlantic
relations and risk a danger-
ous  downwand  spiral”
they wrote in a post on so-
clal media.

“Will remain united"
“Europe will remain wnit-
ed, coordinated, and com-
mitted 1o upholding its so-
vereignty,” they added.
The statement came
days after Danish and
Greenlandic officials held
talks in 'Washington over

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

Mr. Trump's bid to acquire
the territory,  without
reaching agreement.

“The EU stands im full
solidarity with Denmark
and the people of Green-
land,” said the EU stae-
ment.

Dialogue essential
“Dialogue remains essen-
ital, and we are commiited
to building on the process
begun already last week
between the Kingdom of
Denmark and the U8

Mr. Trump sald that
from February 1, Denmark,
Norway, Sweden, France,
Germany, the United King-
dom, the Netherlands, and
Finland would be subject
1o a 1% rariff on all goods
sent to the United States.

German MEP Manfred
Weher, head of the larpest
group in the European Par-
liament, the conservative
EPP, said Mr. Trump's lai-
est remarks called into
question the EU-ULS, trade
deal negotiated last year.
“The EPP is in favour of the
EU-LLS, trade deal, but gi-
ven  Donald  Trump's
threats regarding Green-
Land, approval ks not possi-
bide at this stage,” he posted
on X.

“The 0% tariffs on U5,
products must be put on
hold,” he added.

Brussels and Washing-
ton clinched a deal in July
for most EU exports to face
a 15% US. levy, but both
sides are still pushing for
additional trade conces-
sions.

The European Union leaders have warned
against tariff threats issued by Donald Trump,
linking trade measures to the proposed
purchase of Greenland.

An extraordinary meeting of EU ambassadors
was convened in Brussels following concerns
over transatlantic trade relations.

The statement was jointly issued by Ursula von
der Leyen and Antonio Costa.

The EU expressed solidarity with Denmark and
Greenland after inconclusive talks with the U.S.
Threatened tariffs (10—-25%) could impact
several European economies and the EU-U.S.
trade deal negotiated last year.

Key Points

Proposed U.S. tariffs cover Denmark, Norway,
Sweden, France, Germany, the UK, the
Netherlands, and Finland.

The EU warned that unilateral tariffs could
trigger a trade retaliation spiral, undermining
WTO principles.

A July trade understanding had capped most
EU exports at a 15% U.S. levy, with ongoing
negotiations for further concessions.

Manfred Weber, head of the European
Parliament’s EPP group, questioned
ratification of the EU-U.S. trade deal under
current threats.

The EU reaffirmed commitment to sovereignty,
unity, and coordinated diplomatic response.

Static Linkages

Principle of sovereign equality of states under
international law.

World Trade Organization (WTO) norms: Non-
discrimination (MFN principle) and prohibition
of arbitrary trade barriers.

Role of customs unions and common
commercial policy in regional blocs.

Strategic importance of the Arctic region
(resources, sea lanes).

Critical Analysis
Pros

EU’s united stance strengthens collective
bargaining power.

Signals commitment to multilateralism and
rule-based trade order.

Reinforces sovereignty norms against
economic coercion.

Cons / Challenges

Escalation risks a transatlantic trade war
affecting global markets.

Weakens investor confidence amid already
fragile global growth.

Sets a precedent for linking territorial claims
with trade policy.

Stakeholder Perspectives

EU: Protects economic interests and political
autonomy.

U.S.: Uses tariffs as leverage in geopolitical
negotiations.

Global South: Faces spillover effects through
disrupted supply chains.

Way Forward

Reaffirm WTO dispute-settlement mechanisms
over unilateral tariffs.

De-link territorial/geopolitical issues from
trade negotiations.

Strengthen EU-U.S. strategic dialogue through
institutional channels.

Promote diversification of trade partners to
reduce vulnerability.

Encourage Arctic governance through
multilateral frameworks.



India invited to join Gaza peace board

New Delhi has not yet responded to the invitation, officials say: the Boand of Peace, 1o be headed by Trump and w include ‘other members and
heads of state] is expected to oversee funding for the ‘redevelopment of Gaza’ until the Palestinian Autharity completes a ‘reform programme’

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

mited States Presi:

dent Donabd

Trump has invited
India o be a part of the
Board of Peace for Gaza,
sourees in New Delhl sabd
on Sunclay.

L5, Ambassader
Gor also shared a letter on
soclal media from Mr.
Trump o Prime Minkster
Marendra  Modi  imviting
India.

The Board of Peace for
Gaza comiprises a group of
countries that are being in-
wited by thee ULS. w0 prowide:
a gremance structure for
the Gaza Sarip, s Hamas is
being pressured to give up
its: governance role in the
territory as part of Mr.
Tramp's peace

Officlals urwdlling o be
named sxid tha India has
the =iwite in  hand",

thouwgh Kew Delhi has not
responded &8 yet. This
comes thoee days after Mr,
Trump announced on so-
cial media that the Board
of Peace had been formed
and that its members
would be  announced
=shorly™.

The Trump peace plan
for Gaza was first floated
on September 20, 2025,
when the U5, President
hosted Israell Prime Minds-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu at
the White House. Fellenw-
ing the announcement,
Hamus agreed to returmn all
48 remaining  hostages
wiho weere being held in Ga:
za in exchange for Palesti-
nian prisoners in lirael
jails and Gaza detainees.

As per the plan, Gaz
will be adminisered by the
“lemporary  transitional
governance of a techno-
cratic apolitical Pabestinkan
committee”, which will

\US. President Donald Trump with Prime Minisher Hacendia Modiin
the Chval Ofice of the Whise Hiouse on Febraary 13, 2005, e

consist of Palestinkan and
international experts. This
transitional cutfit will be
supervised by the Board of
Peace, 10 be headed by Mr.
Trump and include “other
members and heads of
state”, as well asthe United
Eingdom former Prime
Minsster Temy Blalr.

The Board of Peace is
expected to handle fund-

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

g for the = BEm
of Gaza® till the Palestinian
Awthority has completed a
*reform programsme”.
The LS. is expected to
work with internatbonal
partners 1o develop a
“temporary” Intemational
Stabilisation Farce (15F) to
bee deployed in Gaza soon.
Thse LS. heas been in valks:
with multiple countrics

Y s

UAE President arrives today

The Hinda Bureaw leaders to chart new

NEW DELHI frontiers for the India-UAE

Comprehensive St

India will host UAE I‘m'melslip.ll'nill.'ll.:g'c

President Sheikh enahle exchange of views

Mohamed bin Zayed Al on reghonal and global

Nahyan, on Monday. issues: of mutual interess,
The UAE President will where India and the UAE

ol talks with Prime share a high degree of

Minister Narendra Modi, comvergence,” the

=Thve visit will provide an External Affairs Mindsry

opportunity for the two said.

across the world for troops.
o participate in the 15F.
Officials here have main-
tained that India would not
e part of the 1SF ax it B not
a pescekeeping force un-

“We welcome the agree-

ment on the first phase of
President Trump's peace
plan. This is also a reflec-
tion of the srong leader-

ship of PM Netaryahu,” he

der the acgis of the United  said

Naticns.

On October 9, 2025, ho-
wever, Mr. Modi hacd wel-
comed the Trump peace
plan in 3 post on X.

* The United States President Donald Trump has
invited India to join the proposed Board of
Peace for Gaza.

¢ A formal invitation letter was sent to Prime

Minister Narendra Modi.

e The Board is part of a U.S.-led peace plan
aimed at restructuring governance in Gaza

after Hamas gives up its governing role.
¢ India has acknowledged receipt of the

invitation but has not conveyed its decision.
¢ India has clarified it will not participate in the

proposed International Stabilisation Force

(ISF) as it is not under the UN framework.

Key Points
e Board of Peace for Gaza

o A supervisory body to oversee governance

and redevelopment of Gaza.
o To be headed by Donald Trump with

participation of selected countries and

global leaders.
e Governance Structure

©o Gaza to be administered by a temporary
technocratic and apolitical Palestinian

committee.

o Supervision by the Board until reforms by
the Palestinian Authority are completed.

* Security Aspect

o Proposal for a temporary International

Stabilisation Force (ISF) outside UN
peacekeeping.

o India has ruled out troop participation.

* International Response

o Jordan, Greece, Cyprus, and Pakistan have
also received invitations.

Jordan, Greeoe, Cyprus,

and Pakistan also said on
Sunday they had recebved
irvitanions.
(With PTI inputs)

India’s Position
o India welcomed the first phase of the peace
plan but remains cautious on non-UN
mechanisms.

Static Linkages

Two-State Solution to the Israel-Palestine
issue

UN Charter principles: sovereignty, non-
intervention, peaceful settlement of disputes
UN Peacekeeping Operations vs non-UN
multinational forces

India’s traditional support for Palestinian self-
determination

Strategic autonomy in India’s foreign policy

Critical Analysis
Positives

Enhances India’s profile as a responsible global
stakeholder.

Allows diplomatic engagement without military
involvement.

Aligns with India’s humanitarian and
reconstruction-oriented approach.

Concerns

Non-UN framework may dilute multilateral
norms.

Risk of upsetting balance between India—Israel
and India—Palestine relations.

Possible perception of legitimising external
control over Palestinian territories.

Way Forward

Maintain strategic autonomy and diplomatic
caution.

Support humanitarian assistance and
reconstruction efforts.

Reiterate commitment to UN-led peace
processes and Two-State Solution.

Engage through dialogue without military
deployment.



‘Borders should not be decided by tanks
or terrorists, but through negotiations’

Polish Foreign Minister and Deputy Prime Minister says his country is pleased” with Indias reduction in Russian oil purchases; hopes New Delhi
shares the view that a world in which the Taw of the jungle becomes acceptable is not a good world'; he expresses optimism for an EU-India FTA soon

-

INTERVIEW

Radoslaw
Sikorski

sahasind Haldar
JAIFUR

orders should not

be decided by

“1anks or terro-
riss”, the Depury Prime
Minister and Foreign Mi-
nister of Poland, Radosizw
Sikorski, sald ahead of his
meeting with External A
Fairs Minister 5. Jaishankar
on Monday, Mr. Sikorski,
hoping that India and Po-
land could have a clser
understanding on the issue
of Russia’s war in Ukralne,
said that  Poland s
“pleased” India has begun
reducing lis dependence
on Russian oll, four years
affter the war in Ukraine be-
gan. The Polish Foreign Mi-
nister, ane of a number of
high-leved visitors from Eu-
rope b Inclia this momth,
said the EU-India Free
Trade Agreement (FTA) is
aill being negotiated, but
he hoped it would be

SPLOML ARRANG [UgNT

signed at the EU- India sum-
mit on January 27. Edited
cenpis:

You have referred o
India’s cut in buying
Russian ofl and safd you
are ‘pleased” and
‘satisfied’ — are you
convinced that thisisa
permanent shift, or are
these just market
adjustments?

Weell, Russia lost s most
lucrative market for gas
and ol in Europe as a re-
sult of s aggression
against one of its neigh-
bours (Ukraine). We hope
India understands  our

pain, in the sense thar we
were both colonised in the
th century; Poland was,
s0 was Ukraine. And we, [
think both [India and Po-
land] believe that the time
of European empires try-
ing 1o colonise cther peo-
ple should be over, and 1
think both of our regions
appreclate how transitory
and sometimes accldental
bosders are, but we also
believe that they should be
decided through negotia-

its position due towhat
Poland has been saying?

Well, India 5 such 3 hige
country that we under-
stand that it needs to have
relatlonships  with  eve-
ryone, But we hape that in-

dia shares our view that  Treal

principles saill maner, thar
a world in which the law of
the jungle becomes accep-
tahle ts not a good workd. 1
understand that importers
alwanys want a bargain, and
Russia is forced 1o sell its
oll at a huge discount, and
it's sometimes tempting (o
take achantage of that, but
countries should be care:
Ful, becanse we have suc-
cessfully sanctioned the
Russian “shadow Beet™.
And s0, even when Russia
sells [erude oil], they might
not be abde to defiver it

Is there any sign of a
Russia-Ukrain

tion and adjuds md
not by sending tanks or
1Errorists,

D you think the Indian
government ks shifting

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News
e Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister of

Poland, Radoslaw Sikorski, visited India ahead
of his meeting with External Affairs Minister S.

Jaishankar.

e Poland expressed satisfaction over India’s
gradual reduction in dependence on Russian
crude ail, nearly four years after the Russia—

Ukraine war.

e Poland reiterated that international borders
should be settled through negotiations and
international law, not by military aggression or

terrorism.

* The visit coincides with multiple high-level
European engagements with India and ongoing
negotiations on the EU-India Free Trade

Agreement (FTA).

* Expectations were expressed that the EU-India
FTA could be concluded at the upcoming EU-

India Summit (January 27).

Key Points

e Poland views Russia’s actions in Ukraine as a
violation of sovereignty and international

norms.

e Europe has largely replaced Russian oil and gas

givenits
transfer of weapons and
fighter aircraft...

That's not anti-ceasefire.
That's just helping the vic-

through diversification and sanctions.

¢ India has increasingly sourced discounted
Russian oil due to market compulsions but has

recently reduced volumes.
e Poland supports sanctions on Russia’s

“shadow fleet,” highlighting risks in Russian oil

logistics.

tin of aggression resist the
aggressor, Doing nothing
means that the aggressor
wing. And yes, the war can
b over as sean as Mr. Pu-
tin decides to stop.

(NATO) as united, given
the LS. threats against
Greenland?

W have had 2 war within
NATO before, when Turki-
ye landed its paratroopers
in Cyprus (the Turkish in-
vasion in 1574), We sur
vived it, and well survive
this one, too,

Do you expect to see the
EU-India FTA being
signed next week?

1 hope so. There are, of
course, both benefits and
some sectoral difficulries
whene we need to be sensi-
tive to cach other's pain,
But overall, | think Presi-
dent Donald Trump de-
serves crecdit for encoursg:
ing us o sign, frs, the
agreement  with  Latin
Armerica (the EU-Mercosur
FTA) and now with India

[reference to tariffs].

Yooui said there are
certaln sensitivities that
still liave to be dealt
with — in particular,

miarket
access is believed to
have been kept out of
the deal. Would Poland
support that?

The negotiations are contk-
muing, and we are alking
abouwt thousands of pro-
ducts, so it's complicated,
and let's leave that to the
experts. Sinoe communism
collapsed in Poland, when
the iconic picture from Po-
land was of food queues,
we e now a huge food ex-
porter. | believe that there
ane very few product lines
in which [India and Po-
land’s] agriculture com-

with one anather.
Together, [India and EU]
ane two bilion people. S0
there is a great deal of po-
tential. And you have a pal-
itical system which i mare
compatible with us than
some others, So we have

Frere: newsthlive/sikorski)

e Poland defended military aid to

Ukraine as support to the victim of
aggression, not opposition to peace.
North Atlantic Treaty Organization
unity was reaffirmed despite internal
geopolitical tensions.

Poland supports early conclusion of
the EU-India FTA, seeing minimal
agricultural competition and large
market potential.

Static Linkages

Sovereignty and territorial integrity as
core principles of the UN Charter.
Economic sanctions as tools of foreign
policy.

Energy security and diversification of
import sources.

e Trade liberalisation under Free Trade Agreements.
e Collective security arrangements and alliance

systems.

Critical Analysis

Pros

e Strengthens India—EU strategic convergence.

e Encourages diversification of India’s energy basket.

e Upholds rule-based international order.

e EU-India FTA can enhance exports, investment, and
technology transfer.

Concerns

e |ndia’s strategic autonomy may be constrained by
geopolitical pressures.

e Sudden reduction in discounted Russian oil may
raise import costs.

e Agricultural and manufacturing sensitivities remain

in FTA talks.

e Differing threat perceptions between India and

Europe.

Stakeholder Perspectives

¢ |ndia: Balancing strategic autonomy, energy
security, and global norms.

e Poland/EU: Security concerns from Russia and
economic recalibration.

e Russia: Loss of key energy markets.

e Global South: Watching precedents on sanctions
and neutrality.

Way Forward

e Continue calibrated energy diversification without
abrupt shocks.

e Strengthen India—EU dialogue on security,
technology, and supply chains.

e Ensure FTA safeguards sensitive domestic sectors
through phased liberalisation.

e Promote reform of global governance to address
conflicts through law.

e |Leverage shared democratic values for deeper
strategic partnership.



Corruption and prior sanction, case of a divided house

nJamuary I3, 3 two-judge Bench of the
Supreme Court of India, comprising
Justice BV, Nagarathna and Justice KV,
Viswanathan, delivered a split verdict
on the challenge o the constitutional validiny of
Section 17A of the Prevention of Cormuption (PC)
Act, 1988 (“the section™), in The Cemtre for Public
Mm!mwmh (CPL) vs Union of Inclie. Both
in ehis case
best tradition of the Court In
mm.mmmm consideration and
exercise of judicial conscience to the isswes
before the Court, The case had challerged the
constitationality of the seotion that effectively
provided that ne police afficer would condusct
any inquiry or investigation into any offence
alleged to hive been comnitted by a public
servant reganding any recommencation made o
decision taken in the dischasge of alficial
functions, without the prior sanction of the
appropriste et
The case was mounted on the premise that
cormuption is anathema to rule of bw and vesting
the government with the power to stall
carruption investigations fahere & may have a
vested interest) would allow cormaption to go
uni igarted and, hence,

Arguments of both sides
I this case, the petidoners angued tha the
amended section was unconstitutional, being in
the teeth of two carbier judgments of the Court,
When a Singhe Directive (a consolidated set of
Imstructions sued to the Central Buresu of
Investigation, cr CEI, by varkons
Ministries/Departments), requiring priof sanction
nFIh:dﬂbu-m:thmLy efure initiating
investigation a@]mmﬂ.\]nﬂlwla of public
Servants,
I Viswer Narain v Lhm«qutmmnwc

226, the Court had quashed the Singhe Directive
and held chat the final opinion whether o
Imvestigate or not has to be made by the CBE and
not by anyone else. The executive on s own
cannot foreclose inguiry into any allegation of
eorruption s that would be envering the domain
of the imvestigative agency.

;u@mmmmmmkmdnu
.M, vVohra Committee (19693) that presented the
frightening criminal nexus berween highly-placed
politicians, high:ranking bureaucrats, and
criminal elements. The Court held that equality
hefore the liw under Article 1 and the rale of law
iself could only be preserved if investigative:
agencies are insulated from political, executive
and bareavcratic interference.

Tar the Ju In Vireet Nara, the
mrm?mwnhjnmgd the Central Vigikines
Commission Act, 30403, Here it introduced
Section 64 to the Delhi Special Polioe
Establishment Act (DEPE) Act, effectively
reintroducing the Single Directive. A Constitution

Erashant Bhushan

s an advecate in the

Bendch in Dr. Subramanian Swary vs Direcrar, CRI
& Anr (204 8 50C 6582 declared Section 64 of the
DSPE Act to be unconstinutonal on the groand
thas the classification of officers based on status
In government service, for the purpose of
investigation was discriminatory and vioktive of
Article 14, 1 aleo hedd that such peswer 10 imerdict
Wlmmmlaamnm”ww the

o
ol india

The split
werdict in the
CPIL case is
abwant
proteciing
honest public
servants while
absr ensuring
an efficicnt
anti-corruption
regime

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

¢ OnJanuary 13, a two-judge Bench of the
Supreme Court of India delivered a split

verdict in Centre for Public Interest Litigation

nexus and thwart
mlbhstdmlcﬁmml dunw

memamlurbﬂnmmmmk.
Iimmm:rmmaybe the law ks above you'
Wi reiterate the same. Section 6A affends this

signature tune and efectively Article W

In the CPIL. case, the petitioners argued that
the Section 17A of the PC Act is disti
from Section 6A of the DSFPE Act only in the sense
that it expands the scope of protectian to all
levels of public servants and not just toa
particular off public servanmts (s 6A of
the DSFE Act did). The Section does not just
ignore the clear fndings arrived at by the Court
earlier but also choeses to defy the spirit of those
fndings. It was further argued that the Section
runs contrary to the dicoam in Lalita Kumarid v
Gevernment of Urtar Pradesh & Ors (2004) 230C1,
which mandated registration of a first

report and © '
on the disclosure of a cognisable offence.

The government o the other hand defenced
the constinatonaliny of the Section and sought o
distinguish it from the earlier judgments of the
Cour cn the ground that the Singhe Directive was
struck down as it was menely an administrative
order. It added that lhc&]bramanmn Smmy

bﬂmno{ﬂmhﬂdhullmwmdam
versus officers below — both of which did not
apply 1o the present challenge 1o the
constitutionality of the Section.

Where the judges differed
Justice Kagarathna, while upholding the
petitioner’s contentions, held Section I7A 10 be
contrary 10 the objects of the Act and
unconstitutional as the requirement of prior
samerion froe the gevernment, she held,
“forestalls an enquiry and therely in substance
protects the corrup ™. The Section shichds a class
of public servants and revives an impermissible
protection which was previeusly struck down in
Vimeer Narain and Subramardarm Swamy, She also
beld that there was a conflict of interest between

authoritbes within the same instiruthonal nesus,
therehy allowing unchecked corruption. She also
Tveld that there would be a policy bas in the
officials tasked with granting sanction as they
would lack neutrality while N & rexuest
for approval for carrying out an inquiry or
irvestigation into a complaing vis-d-vis a decision
taken by a public senant in theis depariment.

Justice Viswanathan, while ggreeing with
Justioe Haw:hmmdmepcﬂﬂommhl
leaving th epmdmnnﬂhme
povernment would render the
uncenstitutonal, fourd no h!he
provision of prior sanction per se. chl:ld it to b

to th
|I|a:1l|=mnrnr!l'ﬁtsalulamml would rest
1ot with the government bt with an
independent agency before the dedision is taken
by the givermment.

He observed that siriking down the Section
wotild lead 1o a palicy i as he el that
honest public servants needed 1o be insulved
From frivobous and m:laﬁdrwﬂwhnmb‘rhrs
He held that the Lokpal, concebved as
independent :m:mm—n-pllm:uhu—lty would
deal with such cases inan Imlmmdemmmncr
and that its recommendations would be
o the gevernment as the PC Act and the Lokpal
ACT operate in the same normative Geld. “Both
address allegations of corruption against public
servants, both recognise the need for screening,
and both seek to balance accountability with
protection against misase”,

At the core
The core di pedil Betweed Hhe Lwo jiadges is
o v B siriike @ corstitutional balance between

being

uncenstsntional if the power of granting sanction
For investigathon was left with the govermameni.
There remains disagreement on whether prior
approval before inguiry or investigation by a
police officer is an impermissible barrier (making
the Section unconstitutional) or whether having

an independent agency sich as the Lokpal a5 a
filter to prevent abuse would overcome this
barrier (thereby upholding the Section’s
constitutionality).

IDiffering from her brother judge, Justioe
Nagarathna stated, “whether prior approval must
hrytm was the quesstion, :M:u.n.h: within

ek i

the governiment (Minister granting
the afficers whose consent for investigation was
soigght, sinee they would often be working in the
samie department with a meeting of minds about
dectshons aken, amouanting to acts of com .

mm.mmpmhhmmiik:h—mm
Impede investigation into cormupt officers who
maty, instead, find protection from higher

(CPIL) vs Union of India.

e Bench: Justice B. V. Nagarathna and Justice K.

V. Viswanathan.

¢ Issue: Constitutional validity of Section 17A of
the Prevention of Corruption (PC) Act, 1988.

e Section 17A requires prior government
approval before any police

inquiry/investigation into alleged corruption
linked to official decisions of public servants.
e Matter referred to the Chief Justice of India for

constitution of a larger Bench.

Key Points

e Section 17A inserted by PC (Amendment) Act,

2018.

e Petitioners: Provision blocks investigation at
threshold, violating Article 14 and rule of law.

e Government: Provision protects honest

decision-making and prevents policy paralysis.

¢ Relied precedents:

o Vineet Narain vs Union of India — Executive
cannot control corruption investigations.

© Dr. Subramanian Swamy vs Director CBI —
Status-based protection unconstitutional.

or autside the go
approval®

The matter has been referred 1o the Chiel
Justioe of India for constinition of a langes Bench
1o deckde the ssue conchsively,

the
petitiorsers in shis caw befare Ghe Superme Courd of india

14)

o Lalita Kumari vs Government of
Uttar Pradesh — Mandatory FIR for
cognisable offences.

Judicial Opinions
Justice B. V. Nagarathna

¢ Declared Section 17A unconstitutional.

e Prior approval “forestalls inquiry” and
protects corruption.

* Creates conflict of interest when
government sanctions probe against
its own officers.

* Revives protection earlier struck down
- violates Article 14.

Justice K. V. Viswanathan

* Held Section 17A constitutionally valid
with safeguards.

e Obijection is not to prior approval, but
who grants it.

e Sanction should lie with an
independent body, not government.

¢ Suggested role of Lokpal of India.

e Emphasised balance between
accountability and protection from
frivolous cases.

Static Linkages
e Rule of Law and Equality before Law (Article

e Separation of Powers

¢ |ndependence of Investigative Agencies

e Sanction for prosecution in corruption cases
¢ Administrative discretion vs accountability

Critical Analysis
Arguments Supporting Section 17A
* Prevents harassment of honest officers.
e Encourages fearless administrative decision-
making.
e Screens frivolous and motivated complaints.
Arguments Against Section 17A
* Executive-controlled sanction undermines
investigation.
* Delays FIR and evidence collection.
¢ Weakens anti-corruption framework.
e Contradicts earlier Supreme Court
jurisprudence.

Way Forward

* Place sanction power with a truly independent
statutory authority.

* Prescribe strict timelines for approval
decisions.

¢ Allow judicial review of sanction refusals.

e Clearly distinguish policy error from corrupt
intent.

e Harmonise PC Act with Lokpal framework.



India-Germany ties can only soar higher

ast week, we witnessed something rather

unusual, Tedevision channels, newspapers

and socal media were full of
images/pictures of two very Emportant leaders
Prime Minister Marendra Modi and German
Chancellor Friedrich Merz flying kites together in
Almedabad, Gujarar. It was quite a contrast 1o

Q

Philipp

the other images of this very. ial meeting.
Bt I sctually think that the kite is the perfect
symbol io illustrate where Germany’s parinership
with India is going.

Germany and India have both expericenoed
strong headwinds in recent months, The eroding
international trade system is 3 challenge for both
their economies. They both wasch the increasing
disregard for internathonal Law and the disnaption
of the rules-based global order with great worry.
And they both ghare concerns an the ssability in
their neighbourhoods. Both countries want
predictable conditions. This ks what they need for
their people o prosper. Based on hard work, on
inventiveness and innovation, on education and
on science. But i is only in stormy conditions that
a goodd kite fyer shows you what | is capable of -
just like the Insdia-Gemman partnership.

Two countries that have economic heft
Chancellor Merz and Mr. Modi are also the
leaders af the third- and fourt
economies, i of the workl. We are
talking about two economic heavyweights, Ina
fiew years, India will overtake Germuany, to
become the undisputed number three in the
world, And bet me tell you something: Germany
will celebrage the day this happens. The workd
OONONTY §S 0L 3 DET0-UM XML, CONLTATY Lo

B 1he German
Ambassador 1o Indis

A Kite is the apt
symbaed 1o ghow
where
Germany's
parmership with
Inelia is goding

what some leaders think. When India profits,

Gm‘rmyalmpmﬁrs Mmmau Indian economy

meeans 3 bigger market for German products, and

a simonger footprint of Indian companies in

Germany spells more competitive producs and
nd

about Indians, They are nimbbe and quick 1o
adapt, they always have a game plan, and they
lenow Tecvwe b et thiere — with 2 milx of
perseverance, smartness and sometimes
disarming . Many well-established
amdcduﬁ jonal

services for German by andd o

One of the central messages of Charcellor
Merz in India was that a free-trade agreement
between Europe and India ks what India and
Germany need to theeir econombes to the
mext level. And e more resilient agalnst
unpredictable trade wars and supply chain
interruptions. This was Chancellor Merz's firsg
wisit outside the Western Alliance, and his first
Rl in Endi. TH 10 Al [

nppn-m.mhlc:mulld thee world are closing up.
But Germany continues fo weloome smart, skilked
and spirited Indians. ts migration parmership
with India Is built on safe, legal and predictable
migratkan.

Platimum jubslee of thes
I 3126, Germany s eviebrating 75 years of

M, Modi's home Stabe of Gujarat, was a very
special gesture of friendship for Germany. Thene
w3 lod of substanoe to discwss and decide
upaon, but the Chancellor's personal impressions
of this trip are just as ggnificant.

The basis of the migration partnership
Here is.an anecdote of the visit - it might sound
like a small detail, but there is much more to it
h Merzhad a 306 with young
Indians who were about to move io Germany,
e of these young women had a casual chat
with Mr. Merz in German, This young Indlan had
leaming German for only four months. And
1 harve been struggling with Hindi for four years
now. My excuese is usually “Moaf kijie, bekin Hindi
leafi mushiil hai (Soery, but Hindi is very
difficuli), bust | can tell you that learning German
will also feel like a case of brain jegging at times.
The chat that Chancellor Merz had with that
young kdy epitomises what | admire so much

ties with [ncia and | cannot imagine a
betier start into this year than this visit. Today,
Irdica and Germuany stand cloger 1ogether than
ever before. Not just because external shocks
brought them closer together, but because in the
previous years, they set a clear strategie direction
SanheLrpannerslup In the zsame sense, | believe
that the diplomatic anniversary between
Geermnamry arsd Inlia will $ef them up for future

FUCCESE,

A European Union-lndiaFree Trade
Agrecmend, a closer defence partnership
between Germany and India, and stronger and
sirorger bonds between thelr people will be the
busiliding bliscks for something truly lasting.

1 am convinced that by the end of this year,
when Mr. Modi and his cabinet will travel to
Germany for the biennial Intergovernmental
Consultations, India and Germany will oelebrate a
year of significant progress in their bilateral
redations, a year that has arted with flying their
it in Whe skies of Ahmedsbad,

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

German Chancellor Friedrich Merz visited India
and held bilateral talks with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in Ahmedabad, Gujarat.

The visit focused on trade, supply chains,
migration, defence cooperation, and global
governance.

This was Chancellor Merz’s first visit to India
and first outside the Western Alliance.

The visit precedes the India—Germany
Intergovernmental Consultations (IGC)
scheduled later in Germany.

India and Germany will mark 75 years of
diplomatic relations in 2026.

Key Points

Germany and India are the 3rd and 4th largest
economies globally (IMF).
Germany supports early conclusion of the EU-
India Free Trade Agreement (FTA).
Bilateral trade: Germany is India’s largest
trading partner in the EU.
Cooperation areas:

o Trade and investment

o Defence manufacturing and technology

o Green energy and hydrogen

o Education, research, and innovation
Germany’s Skilled Immigration Act (2023)
facilitates legal migration of skilled Indian
professionals.
Migration partnership emphasises safe, legal,
and predictable migration.
India is a key partner in Germany’s Indo-Pacific
strategy.

Static Linkages

Strategic partnerships in India’s foreign policy

Free Trade Agreements and trade liberalisation
Skilled migration and demographic transition
Indo-Pacific regional construct

Defence industrial cooperation

Federalism and sub-national diplomacy

Critical Analysis
Positives

Enhances India’s access to EU markets.
Supports supply chain diversification.
Facilitates technology transfer in defence and
green energy.

Addresses skilled labour demand in Germany.

Challenges

EU-India FTA issues:

o Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism

(CBAM)

o Data protection norms

o Labour and environmental standards
Managing migration to prevent brain drain.
Aligning trade interests amid global
protectionism.

Way Forward

Early, balanced conclusion of EU-India FTA.
Strengthen defence co-development and joint
production.

Expand cooperation in green hydrogen and
renewable energy.

Promote institutional mechanisms for skilled
mobility.

Enhance coordination in multilateral forums.



tactics
Trump’s weaponisation of tariffs over
Greenland could undermine NATO

he Trump administration has vowed to
T slap a raft of European countries with a

10% tariff on “any and all goods” begin-
ning on February 1 which is then set to increase
to 25% on June 1, until an agreement is reached
on the U.5. demand to purchase or otherwise ac-
quire the Denmark-administered Arctic territory
of Greenland. The latest round of tariffs will add
to existing 15% U.5.-imposed trade duties on the
countries targeted by the White House, which in-
clude Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, the
Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, and the United
Kingdom. While French President Emmanuel
Macron described the U.S. action as “unaccepta-
ble”, UK. Prime Minister Keir Starmer said the
move was “completely wrong”. The targeted na-
tions have sent a small number of troops to
Greenland for what they have called a reconnais-
sance mission, essentially for military exercises
that signal and reinforce Europe's collective com-
mitment to defending the autonomots Arctic ter-
ritory. Such emphasis by the European Union
(EU) clearly reflects concern stemming from the
fact that American troops recently entered Vene-
zuela and kidnapped and transported its Presi-
dent Nicolis Maduro to the U.S., and Mr. Trump
has since gone on record effectively warning that
he might consider intervention - for different
purposes and in different circumstances — in Co-
lombia, Cuba, Mexico and Iran next.

Leaving aside the neo-imperialist impulse that
is implicit in the Trump administration’s plans to
control non-allied nations’ territories based on
the threat of military action, or to bully allies by
weaponising tariffs against them, such actions
are tantamount to a violation of international law,
and in the case of the EU, risk degrading years of
progress made on transatlantic trade agree-
ments. First, there is a serious issue of no legisla-
tive backing by the U.S. Congress and legal basis
for the unilateral action taken by the Trump ad-
ministration in targeting Denmark and other Eu-
ropean countries. Second, the Trump adminis-
tration is likely to face, this week, a judicial ruling
against its use of the International Emergency
Economic Powers Act to impose tariffs across the
board. Third, European nations may bring into
force what is known as the “anti-coercion instru-
ment”, a counter-tariff facility that would limit
the trade of major U.5. tech firms and related ser-
vice providers that conduct significant business
in the EU. Whatever the denouement of this
Trump-made conflict, it will likely take years, if
not decades to heal the worsening transatlantic
rift that has beset the region. Meanwhile a wea-
kened NATO will stand less able to assist Ukraine
in facing off against the depredations of an ag-
gressive Russia on the eastern front. The need of
the hour is enlightened leadership, a far cry from
what is presently on offer in Washington.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

The U.S. administration led by Donald Trump
announced unilateral tariffs of 10% (from Feb
1), rising to 25% (from June 1) on imports from
select European countries.

Targeted countries include Denmark, France,
Germany, Finland, Netherlands, Norway,
Sweden, and the UK.

The action is linked to U.S. pressure on
Denmark over Greenland, an autonomous
Arctic territory.

European states criticised the move and
deployed limited troops to Greenland for
reconnaissance exercises.

The episode has strained EU-U.S. relations and
raised concerns over international law and
NATO unity.

Key Points
* Type of Measure: Blanket, politically driven
tariffs; not sector-specific trade remedies.
* Legal Issues:

o No explicit U.S. Congressional approval.

o Disputed use of the International
Emergency Economic Powers Act (IEEPA).

e EU Response:

o Possible activation of the EU Anti-Coercion
Instrument, enabling counter-tariffs and
restrictions on U.S. firms.

e Strategic Significance:
o Greenland’s relevance due to Arctic routes,
critical minerals, and military positioning.
* Geopolitical Impact:
o Weakening of NATO cohesion.
o Undermining of rules-based trade order.

Static Linkages

e Sovereignty and territorial integrity (UN
Charter).

e Most Favoured Nation (MFN) principle under
WTO.

e Executive—legislative separation of powers.

e Tariffs as tools of trade protectionism.

* Arctic geopolitics and resource competition.

Critical Analysis
Concerns
* Violates spirit of WTO norms and
multilateralism.
e Normalises economic coercion against allies.
e Risks retaliatory trade wars and supply chain
disruptions.
e Weakens alliance-based security structures.

Way Forward
e Reinforce WTO-based dispute resolution.
e Ensure domestic legal oversight over trade
actions.
e Promote multilateral Arctic governance.
* Encourage alliance consultations over coercive
tools.



Crisis in education

Higher education institutions need
systemic reforms

n an ongoing case relating to student sui-

cides, the Supreme Court of India has issued

nine directions to Central and State govern-
ments. Recognising the massification of higher
education front-ended by privatisation without a
commensurate boost in quality, the Court has ta-
ken note of student distress covering financial,
social, social injustice and academic issues, The
Court has invoked Article 142 of the Constitution
and seven of the nine directions relate to record-
keeping, reporting, and tracking suicides in high-
er education institutions (HEI) separately. Two
directives order the filling of the posts of Regis-
trars and Vice-Chancellors as well as all vacant fa-
culty positions. Evidently, the Court sees these
steps as critical to student well-being,

Across India, ground reportage shows that ma-
ny public HEIs, especially universities, report
50% vacancies. The University of Madras is a case
study as it is the premier State-administered HEI
in Tamil Nadu - a State which leads the nation in
enrolment in higher education and with a stellar
record in women's education. With such a sto-
ried legacy, the university was known for quality
research besides awarding degrees in affiliated
colleges through examinations. Teaching became
an important component in the late 1970s, but in
the last decade, its decline has been pronounced.
No new faculty appointments have been made
and the teaching strength is half of the sanc-
tioned strength. The university's research com-
ponent is just about functional. It boasts of
centres for advanced studies such as in philoso-
phy, botany and mathematics, but these are a
shadow of their original selves. Today, the hu-
manities, science-based and social science re-
search focused on Tamil Nadu, that the govern-
ment can leverage from its public universities,
has been given short shrift. Vice-Chancellor ap-
pointments have been stalled by a recalcitrant
Governor. The ambiguity thrown in by the Court
on the Presidential reference on a Governor's
powers may need to be resolved before Vice-
Chancellor vacancies can be quickly filled. Filling
faculty positions would have to follow UGC pro-
cess that takes at least six months and a budge-
tary commitment that may be helped with Union
government support. Availability of qualified fa-
culty can be a hurdle. Corruption and political-
ideological appointments have affected guality
and need to be addressed. Although the four-
month schedule prescribed by the Court might
seem daunting, the order is a call to action to ful-
fil the basic requirements of a robust public high-
er education system before goals such as Viksit
Bharat can be seriously aspired for.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context

e Supreme Court of India issued 9 directions in
an ongoing case on student suicides in Higher
Education Institutions (HEIs).

e Court recognised massification of higher
education + privatisation without quality as
structural causes of student distress.

e Student distress identified as:

o Financial

o Social & discrimination-based
o Academic

o [nstitutional/administrative

e Directions issued using Article 142 (complete
justice).

Key Points / Facts
e 7 out of 9 directions relate to:
o Mandatory record-keeping
o Reporting
o Tracking student suicides separately for
HEls.

Remaining 2 directions:
o Immediate filling of Vice-Chancellor &
Registrar posts
o Filling vacant faculty positions.
Public HEls across India show ~50% faculty
vacancies (AISHE trends).
University of Madras:
o Teaching strength = 50% of sanctioned posts.
© No major faculty recruitment in last decade.
o Research centres degraded.
Vice-Chancellor vacancies linked to Governor—
State disputes.
Recruitment governed by University Grants
Commission norms:
o Minimum 6-9 months process.
o Requires State budgetary support.

Static Linkages

Article 21 — Right to life includes mental health.
Article 41 — State responsibility for education.
Article 142 — Supreme Court’s power to ensure
complete justice.

UGC Act, 1956 — Standards of teaching & research.
NEP 2020 — Student well-being, faculty adequacy,
institutional quality.

AISHE — Faculty shortage & GER data.

2nd ARC (Capacity Building) — Human resource
deficit in public institutions.

Critical Analysis
Pros

Judicial acknowledgment of institutional causes
of suicides.

Focus on data transparency.

Emphasis on leadership & faculty adequacy.

Concerns

Judicial intervention substituting executive
action.

4-month timeline may be impractical (UGC +
finances).

Governor—State conflict may delay compliance.
Faculty shortage + quality issues persist.

Way Forward

National database on student suicides in HEIs.
Time-bound resolution of Governor—State
disputes.

Union—State funding support for faculty
recruitment.

Transparent, merit-based VC & faculty
appointments.

Strengthen campus counselling & grievance
mechanisms.

Treat public universities as strategic social
infrastructure.



EU countries unite against
Trump on Greenland tariffs

Stefanie Dazio, John
Leicester & Lorne Cook
Beriin, Januwary 18

THE EIGHT European coun-
tries targeted by US President
Donald Trump for a 107% tariff
for opposing American control
of Greenland blasted the mowve
Sunday, wamning that the Amer-
can leader’s threats "underming
transatlantic relations and riska
dangerous downward spiral.”

In an unusual and very
strong jodnt statement coming
from major US allies, Denmark,
Norway, Sweden, France, Ger-
many, United Kingdom, Nether-
lands and Finland on Sunday
said troops sent toGreenland for
Danish military training cxer-
cise “Arctic Endurance” pose “no
thereat toamyone.”

Trump's Saturday an-
nouncement sets up a poten-
tially dangerous test of US pan-
nerships in Europe. The
Republican president appeared
to indicate that he was using
the tariifs as leverage to force
talks over the status of Green-
land, a semiautonomous terri-
tory of NATO ally Denmar|
that he regards as critical lo US
national security.

“We stand in full solidarity
with the Kingdom of Denmark
and the people of Greenland,”
the groupsaid, “Building onthe
process begun last week, we
stand ready to engage in a dia-
logue based on the principles of
sovercignty and territorial in-
tegrity that we stand firmly be-

People protest against Trump's policy tewards Greenlandin front of
the US consulate in Nuuk, Greenland on Saturday. 2

hind. Tariffthreats undermine
transatiantic relations and risk
adangerousdownward spiral.”
There are immediate ques-
tions about how the White
House could try to implement
the tariffs because the EUisa
single economic zone in terms
of trading, It was unclear, too,
how Trump could act under Us
law, though he could cite
emergency economic powers
that are currently subject toa
USSupreme Court challenge.
EuropeanUnion foreign pol-
icy chief Kaja Kallas said China
and Russia will benefit from the
divisions between the US and
Europe. She added in a post on
social media: “IfGreenland's se-
curity is at risk, we can address:
thiz inside NATO. Tariffs risk
making Europe and the United

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context

e Donald Trump announced 10% tariff threats
against eight European countries for opposing

US stance on Greenland.

* The move triggered a rare joint condemnation
by key US allies in Europe.

States poporer and undermine
our shared prosperity.”

Trumps move was also
panned domestically.

US Senator Mark Kelly, a
former US Mavy pilotand Dem-
crat who represents Arizona,

Trump's threatened
tariffs on US allies would make
AmMericans “pay more 1o Ly 1o
get territory wedon't need.”

“Troops from Eurcpean
countries are arrving in Green-
landtodefend theterritory from
us. Let that sinkin,” hewrote on
social media. “The damage this
Presicent isdoingto our repata-
tion and our relationships is
growing, making us less safe_ If
something doesn't change we
will be on our own with adver-
saries and enemies in every di-
rection.”

* The issue links trade coercion, Arctic
geopolitics, and transatlantic security

relations.

Key Facts to Remember

e Greenland is a semi-autonomous territory of

Denmark, not a sovereign state.

e Denmark is a member of North Atlantic Treaty

Organization (NATO).

* The Arctic region is gaining importance due to:

o Climate-induced ice melt
© New shipping routes
o Access to critical minerals and

hydrocarbons

¢ The European Union functions as a single
customs territory, limiting selective tariff

action.

¢ European leaders warned that divisions may

benefit China and Russia strategically.

» COUNTRIES
CRITICISETRUMP'S
TARIFFS

“We agree with the US that we
needtodomore since the Arctic
i N longer a low 1ension area,
That's exactly why we and NATO
partners are stepping up in full
trangpanency with our Amesican
allies.”
LARS LOKKE RASMUSSEN, |
DANISH FOREIGN MINISTER

“We will not allow sursetves to be
blackmailed. | will always stand
up for my country, and for our al-
liednaighbors. Thisisan EUisswe
that concarns many mare coun-
tries than those now being
singhed ot
ULFKRISTERSSON
SWEDIEH PRIME MINISTER

“Amang allies, issues are best re-
sohad throughdiscussion, not
theough pressure Tariffs would
undermine the transatlantic rela-
tionship and risk a dangerous
downward spiral.”
ALEXANDERSTURE
FINNISHPRESIDENT

“Neintimidation or threats will in-

fluence us, whether inlkraine,

Greenland or anywhene alia in the

world when we are faced with

such situations. Tariff threats are

unaccepiable” |
EMMANUEL MACRON

FRENCHPRESIDENT |

Static Linkages

Sovereignty & Territorial Integrity: Core
principles of the UN Charter.
Arctic Council:
© Intergovernmental forum
© Focus on environment and
sustainable development
© No military or defence mandate
WTO Principles:
© Most-Favoured-Nation (MFN)
© Non-discrimination in trade
NATO Framework:
o Collective security and alliance
consultations
Global Commons:
o Arctic as an emerging global
commons affected by climate
change (IPCC reports)

Analytical Pointers

Use of tariffs as diplomatic pressure
reflects economic coercion in foreign
policy.

Undermines rule-based international
trade order and alliance trust.
Highlights growing militarisation and
strategic competition in the Arctic.
Raises questions on balancing national
security concerns vs multilateral
cooperation.

Way Forward

Address Arctic security concerns within
NATO and Arctic Council mechanisms.
Separate trade disputes from security
issues to avoid escalation.

Reinforce multilateralism and dialogue-
based conflict resolution.

Promote cooperative governance of the
Arctic amid climate change.



To complete reform drive, rationalise
food and fertiliser subsidies

o)

e )

wirtual collapse in some food prices.
Onlon prices are down by 48 per cent In
December companed o last year's level,
patate pricesare down by &5 per cont. and

tribution system (FDS). Inthe case of rice,
the economic cost hovers around Rs
A2k, and for whseat, s around Rs 30/kg
o FOL It gives 5 kg of free rloe or wheat 1o

percent, and finally o about 15 per cent.
Ifitdoes not have the polltical courage io
doso, the government shoull st least em-
barkon direct cash transfers to rice and

oo all major pulees are selling at 1010 30 per about 813 million people under the PM  wheat produscers. Further, comvert at least
cent below their M5Ps. Where is the Garéb Kalyan ¥ojana. Roughly 56 percent 20 per cent of FPS into nutrition hubs,
emergency suppon for farmers from the of the country’s pogulasion of around LS which have pulses, cilseeds, milk, egss,

FROM MTETO ?LOUGH government? In such a depressed price billion i d. The ductlonof  frults whichare mare nu-

BY ASHOK GULATI

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modi has said that his govern-
ment Is in *Reform Express®
mode. It has carried out re-

forms in Ineome tax, GST, and
the job guarantee scheme, and concluded
free trade agreements (FTAs). These are
commendable moves. US President Don-
ald Trump's tarlff shock has stirred the
Modi government Into implementing
long-everdue reform. The resulls have
been better than expected. The first ad-
vanee estimates peoject the Indian econ-
omy te grow at 74 per cont in 2025-26
(FY24). Consumer infation is also down
to 1.3per cent in December 2005, But will
this performance repeat in FY27, as the
trade deal with the USA remains uncer-
Lain? The answer i not clear, butabot will
depend an how many mere reforms the
Modi government can undertake. Here
area fewareasin the agri-food space that
have been eryingoul for intervention for
along time.

Ledt us begin by noting that the agri-

GDPgrowth Isllkclﬂot:oﬂhs.lm‘rwm
in FY26 4

seenario, it i3 not feasible for the govern-
ment toaschkove tsobjectiveof amarivt-
harta jsell-sulficiency) in pulses, even
with its Misslon on Fulses and (Hlseeds.
We need crop-neutral incentive strue-
tures — they are curmently heavily skewed
infavour alwater and fentiliser-intensive
crops like rice, sugarcane, and wheat, This
is afallout of the massive subsidies dobed
‘out by states and the Centre — in particu:
lar, free or highly subsidised power and
Fertilisers, especially urea. This geis com:-
pounded by the open-ended procure-
ment of these crops, in some states
at least,

1f the Modi government i really in
“Reform Express” mosde, it needs to focus
urgently on at least two items in the
Unlon budget. The food subsidy Is lkely
o touch Rs 225 wrilkion and the feniliser
subsidy may go up to Rs 2 trillion. in a
total budget of around R 51 il
lion. Together, these are about &

How rational is giving free

pointolzake(POS) mm.hlm-g in msare tharn
S lakh falr price shops (FP5) was a signifl-

cant reform of the Modi government. It
helpedto reduce massive keakagesin PDS.
But bow rational is giving free food to 56
percent of the population, when, accond

g 1o the Worlkd Bank's extreme poventy
crbteria — 3 per capitaday/in purchasing
power parity (PPP} termsat 2021 prices —
India’s poverty came down to just 5.3 per
cent of the population in 20227 Even ata
higher poveriy line of $4.2/percaplia/day,
poverty kn [ndia was sbout 24 Dl‘rcem

tritious than just wheat and rice. Benefici-
arles can be glven coupons to buy more
diversified food.

Mow, let us tum to the fertiliser sub-
sidy. It is the second largest subsidy

- {abowt Rs 2 trillion) in the Unlon budget.

and bigger than Use entire budget of the
Minlstry of Agriculsure and Farmers' Wel-
fare (MoAFW) (Rs L37 trillion). The excoes-
shve subsidy for urea amounts to subsidis-
ing toxing. Urea is not being used ina
balanced manner — the excessive use of
phosphatic (P and patassic () fentilisers

One can argue that the
need to be given free food tlvr!wodﬂ; I!F
Viewed from Lhis perspective, only about
5 per cent of the country’s population
ngeds e food, wWhile sthers should pay
at beast half of the MSF. 1f not. then this
policy i nothing but the biggest peditical
revdl (dole) the government Is giving
consumens for votes. 1t ghves free
riee oven to rioe growers. This Is

inating g and in-
creasing  greenhouse gas  (GHG)
emiggions. A sizeable part (20 10 25 per
cent) also leaks away. The solution |s di-
rect eath Leanfers 1o farmens and decon-
trolling femtiliser pricing. If the govern:
et can't do that immediately, B canat
beast bring wrea under the nutrient-based
subsidy (NES) and give the same subsidy
a5 on DA and MOP, Also, shift the feril-
Hiser siibaiely Frod Uhe Depantmert of Fer-
tillsers to MoAFW, which deals with

I.OS..S'_ucrﬁ:n[ M:bebud&nr_wll mms@pﬁﬂﬂ'llnrlhﬂ irrational as these rice Browers

are operating at a sub-optimal tion, when, accordi fiest give all their paddy to the

level, Let me explain, populai . B overnment and get back free  farmersdirectly.
‘The foodsubsidy lsthediffer- 10 the World Bank's eXLreme  rice with enhanced economic

enoe between the economic cost
of procuring, stocking and dis-

1
centinthe previousyear, 1-1'15.111{* It‘su'l

known factis that the p
the lvw consumer price inflation n‘s!he

poverty eriteria, India's
poverty came down Lo just

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News
¢ The Union government led by Narendra Modi
has accelerated economic reforms amid global
trade disruptions and tariff shocks.

* India’s First Advance Estimates project 7.4%
GDP growth in FY26, while CPI inflation
declined to 1.3% (Dec 2025).

e However, agriculture GDP growth is estimated
atonly 3.1% in FY26, down from 4.6% in FY25.

e The fall in inflation is largely due to a sharp
decline in food prices, raising concerns over

ot and subsidy.
Fow can one reform this sys-

lation to 40 per cent, then ta 25

Ifbath food and fertiliser subsidies can
be merged with the augmented EM Kisan
scheme, the Modi government Is really in

A6 per wheat by the = tem? Seale dawn the coverage  “Reform Express” mode.
Foosd L.orporatlono{mdlnlbcn ﬂm'mormmmhm gradually from the current level
in 2022 af about 56 per cent of the popu-

Gulariis distinguished professor at [CRIER

Views are personal

[¢]

Urea remains outside Nutrient

Based Subsidy (NBS).

o Imbalanced fertiliser use - soil
degradation, groundwater
pollution, higher GHG emissions.

o Leakage estimated at 20-25%

(Economic Survey, CAG).

Static Linkages

* Minimum Support Price (MSP)
mechanism — CACP recommendations.

¢ Public Distribution System reforms —
POS, Aadhaar seeding, One Nation One
Ration Card.

* Nutrient Based Subsidy (2010) —
applied to P & K fertilisers, not urea.

* JAM Trinity — foundation of Direct Benefit
Transfer (DBT).

e Sustainable agriculture & soil health — NCERT
Class XI (IED).

Critical Analysis
Positive Aspects
* Free food ensured consumption smoothing during
economic shocks.
* POS-enabled PDS reduced diversion and ghost

farm iNcomes beneficiaries.
. . . e Subsidies helped contain inflation and social
¢ This has renewed debate on rationalisation of .
. . . distress.
food and fertiliser subsidies, which together
Concerns

form a major share of the Union Budget.

Key Points

e Food Price Trends (Dec 2025, YoY)
o Onion prices | ~48%

o Potato prices | ~35%

o Pulses selling 10-30% below MSP
e Subsidy Magnitude (FY26 Estimates)

hazard.

e Qver-coverage of PDS leads to fiscal inefficiency.
* Free food even to surplus farmers creates moral

e Subsidy bias distorts cropping patterns (rice—
wheat dominance).

e Environmental externalities from excessive
nitrogen use.

e Fertiliser subsidy exceeds the total budget of the

o Food subsidy: ~ 2.25 trillion
o Fertiliser subsidy: ~ 2 trillion
o Combined share: ~8-8.5% of ~ 51 trillion
Union Budget
e Public Distribution System (PDS)
o ~813 million beneficiaries (~56% of
population).
o Rice economic cost= 42/kg; wheat =
30/kg (via Food Corporation of India).
e Poverty vs Coverage Gap
o Extreme poverty at 5.3% (2022) as per
World Bank ($3 PPP/day).
o At $4.2 PPP/day, poverty = 24%.
e Fertiliser Subsidy Issues

25%.

Agriculture Ministry.

Way Forward
e Gradually reduce PDS coverage from 56% to ~15—

e Restrict free food to Antyodaya households.

* [ntroduce partial pricing for others (=50% of MSP).

¢ Shift towards Direct Cash Transfers for farmers.

e Convert part of FPS network into nutrition hubs.

e Bring urea under NBS and rationalise fertiliser
pricing.

¢ |ntegrate food and fertiliser subsidies with an
expanded PM-KISAN framework.



Between belonging and
refusal, Jammu lives in me

THE
CITY

The city
grounded me
intellectually. It
forced meto
confronta
conflict-ridden
region without
the comfort of
easy binaries,
Jammu
compelled me
to read, listen,
and think
Across
positions that
refused moral
simplicity

at home in acity that does not align

with your vision of the world. Cities,

like people, sometimes demand
ideological compatibility. Jammu is such
acity for me. 1 inhabit it without fully pos-
sessing it; the city is contumacious
enough not todevelop affinity with me.

Jammu carries a template that lacks
persplcacity. My first encounter with
Jammu was in 2005, when I came hereto
shoota documentary fllm. Eventhen, the
city barely registered as a site of aspir-
ation. It still does not. I left without feel-
Ing anything special about it. When I re-
turned years later, in 2014, Jammu began
unfolding itself. I noticed two distinet
strands shaping Jammu's identity: One

d inthe Dogri andthe
ather was an eternal search for a Dogra
pride. Jammu chose pride over language.
It is rare for a culture to retain a martial
vocabulary while allowing its linguistic
inheritance to recede. In that choice, 1
began to understand Jammu — lts asser-
tion as well as its retreat.

Jammu's politics remains deeply re-
active towhat unfolds in the Kashmir Val-
ley. The city seems to define ltsell not
through its own internal coherences or
Incoherences but in constant relation to
Kashmir. This dependence became most
visible during the abrogation of Article
370, Jamimu overwhelmingly supported
the move, interpreting it as long-delayed
Justice, national integration, and political
vindication. At the same time, thecity ap-
peared unsettled by the consequences of
that decision. There was celebration, but
there was unease as well. Jammu exists
Ina perpetual phase of liminality.

My relationship with Jammu now
spans nearly 20 years, I remember com-
paring it to my native Patna. At the time
I made it, the comparison felt obvious
and justified. In retrospect, it feels imma-
ture — perhaps even arrogant. Or per-
haps I simply lacked the patience to
understand a city shaped by prolonged
uncertainty and the shadow of conflict.
«Cities like Jammu do not reveal them-
selves easily. They demand endurance
rather than instant admiration.

T IS rare to claim a city that is not
native to you, and rarer still to feel

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

e Post-abrogation of Article 370 (August 2019),

Cwer time, Jammu became my profes-
sional terrain. Forthe last 12 years, 1 have
lived and worked here, and yet I remain
only partially present. The city accom-
modates me, but it does not quite absorb
me. There is an emotional distance that
persists, subtle but unmistakable. The
students | taught were cordial, respectful,
even warm, but never intimate. I
wasnever invited intotheir personal cel-
ebrations, their festivals, thelr family rit-
uals. Even now, I am only allowed to
teach but not to critique and definitely
not to belong.

‘This caginess became more visible
after the abrogation of Article 370, when
migrant workers demanded recognition
and inclusion in Jammu. The city re-
sponded with resistance and protest. The
reaction revealed a deeper anxiety.
Jammu aligns itself strongly with New
Delhi's policies, yet it resists sharing its
senseof ownership with newcomers. The
promiseof integration appears selective.
Inclusion, here, is conditional. It is ex-
tended upward toward power, but with-
held horizontally from those who arrive
without privilege.

And yet, despite all this, [ feel a pro-
found longing for Jammu. The city
grounded me intellectually. It forced me
toconfrontaconflict-ridden reglon with-
outthe comfon of easy binaries. Jammu
compelled me to read, listen, and think
across positions that refused moral sim-
picity. It taught me the discipline of dis-
comfort. In itssilences and hesitations, it
educated me more deeply than cities that
announce themselves with confidence.

In many ways, Jammu reminds me of
Adb-¢-Gum (Lost Water), Mushtaqg Yu-
sufl's satirical masterplece soaked inun-
spoken loss. Writing from the experience
of migration between Kanpur and Kara-
«chi, Yusufi treats nostalgia asa dangerous
indulgence. It roots you in primordial at-
tachments while uprooting you from as-
pirational horizons. Jammu performs a
similar affective operation. It holds you
in astate of suspension, denying both full
belonging and aclean departure,

Ali teaches Mealia Studies at the Central
University of Jammu

Jammu emerged as a distinct political and

socio-cultural region within the Union Territory
of J&K.

e Jammu largely supported the constitutional

move but subsequent developments exposed

identity anxieties and inclusion debates.

* |[ssues relating to domicile rights, migrant
inclusion, and regional identity have gained
prominence.

e Reflects broader challenges of constitutional

integration vs social integration.

Key Points
e Jammu is part of the Union Territory of Jammu

& Kashmir created under the Jammu and
Kashmir Reorganisation Act, 2019.

e J&K Domicile Rules, 2020 expanded eligibility

for domicile to:

o Residents living for 15 years, or

o Students who studied 7 years and

appeared in Class 10/12 exams.
e Despite legal inclusion, social resistance to
migrants persists.
e Cultural assertion prioritises Dogra identity
and pride over Dogri language preservation.

e Jammu’s political identity remains reactive to
developments in Kashmir Valley.

e Strong political alignment with New Delhi, but
weaker acceptance of grassroots pluralism.

Static Linkages

e Federalism: asymmetric arrangements within
the Indian Constitution

e Citizenship vs domicile: legal status vs social
belonging

* [nternal migration and urban sociology

e Centre-State relations in sensitive border
regions

e Culture as a tool of political mobilisation

Critical Analysis
Positives
e Ensured constitutional uniformity and
parliamentary supremacy.
e Expanded access to jobs and education
through domicile reforms.
* Greater administrative focus and
infrastructure development.

Concerns
* Persistence of social exclusion despite legal
inclusion.

e Selective integration: acceptance of central
authority, resistance to local diversity.

* Marginalisation of linguistic heritage in favour
of political identity.

¢ Risk of alienation of long-term migrants and
professionals.

Constitutional-Ethical Dimension

* Formal equality under law does not guarantee
substantive equality.

* [ntegration must balance national unity with
social justice.

Way Forward

e Strengthen local self-government institutions
to build trust.

* Promote inclusive urban citizenship, not just
domicile-based rights.

e Revive Dogri language and cultural pluralism.

e |nstitutionalise dialogue between locals and
migrants.

e Shift policy focus from symbolic integration to
social cohesion indicators.



Trump’s Greenland grab
needs a Europe pushback

ENMARK LOST 43soldiers in NATO's warin Afghan-

istan — more per capita than any other ally. That sac-

rifice, of course, counts for little with US President Don-

ald Trump, who has repeatedly threatened to seize
Greenland, asemi-autonomous Danish territory, “onewayorthe
other”. What once sounded like bluster is hardening into policy:
a deadlocked meeting involving leaders from Greenland and
Denmark and US Vice President J D Vance followed by the an-
nouncementoffresh US tariffson eight European nationsunless
they back Washimgron's bid to grab Greenland. That the sover-
eignty of a nation is little more than a bargaining chip is deeply
troubling, though such niceties have long gone out of Trump's
gilded window.

European troops from Germany, France, Norway and Sweden
have since arrived in Greenland to bolster security, while US and
Danish officials propose a “working group” ondefence concerns.
Article 5 of NATO commits members to collective defence: An
attack onone is an attack on all. If Washington presses its threat,
would Copenhagen invoke Article 5 against the US? Asked
‘whether he would choose Greenland or NATO, Trump told The
New York Times, "1 don't want to say that to you, but it may bea
choice.” Having already riven the alliance over Russia, Trumpis
weaponising tariffsand ambiguity tosqueeze Denmark intocon-
cessions on Greenland. What exactly Washington wants from Co-
penhagen — more leverage or outright surrender — remains
opaquebut the trajectory is clear. Even as Trumphas forced trade
deals from many, his latest power play drives the US-Europe re-
lationship intoanother downward spiral. Strong-arm tactics win
short-term concessions but they also accumulate resistance, A
superpower that treats partners with the contempt that Trump
has may find itself pushing against a harderwall.

For New Delhi, this frames a fresh challenge, Indiaand Eu-
rope are moving closer tosigning their trade agreement any day
now. US Ambassador Sergio Gor has hit the ground running
making all the right noises. A sharp escalation in transatlantic
tension will cast a shadow over both these negotiating tables.
India should hold firm, secure its interests first by closing the
EUdeal and a balanced agreement with the US, Lectures about
the “rules-based order” or this-is-not-the-era-of-war wisdom
may not move Trump but consistency and standing firm will.
In a world order that changes by the day, India’s strategic com-
pass must be ever finely tuned. Europe will decide how to push
backagainst Trump’s brinkmanship. India, meanwhile, should
keep its head down and its options open even as it lets it be
known, diplomatically but unequivocally, that tariffs are not
the same thing as sovereign territory.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

e US President Donald Trump has renewed
pressure on Denmark regarding control over
Greenland.

e Threats of US tariffs on European nations
allegedly linked to support for US claims over
Greenland.

e Deployment of European troops in Greenland
amid heightened security concerns.

¢ Raises unprecedented questions on intra-
alliance conflict within NATO.

¢ Developments coincide with India—EU and
India—US trade negotiations.

Key Points

* Greenland is a self-governing territory under
Danish sovereignty.

* Hosts US Thule Air Base, critical for missile
warning and Arctic surveillance.

e Article 5 of NATO: collective defence clause.

e Denmark lost 43 soldiers in Afghanistan as part
of NATO operations.

e Arctic region gaining importance due to:
o Melting ice routes
o Rare earth minerals
o Strategic military positioning

Static Linkages

e Sovereignty and territorial integrity —
Westphalian system (NCERT).

e Collective security and alliances — NATO
Charter.

e Trade as a foreign policy tool — Economic
Survey.

e Arctic geopolitics — NCERT Contemporary
World Politics.

Critical Analysis

e Undermines rules-based international order.

e Weakens credibility of NATO'’s collective
security principle.

¢ Normalises economic coercion over
diplomacy.

¢ Risks alliance fragmentation in Europe.

e Creates uncertainty for third-party partners
like India.

Way Forward

e Uphold sovereignty and international law.

e Decouple trade negotiations from strategic
coercion.

¢ |ndia to prioritise strategic autonomy.

* Conclude India—EU trade deal expeditiously.

e Maintain balanced engagement with US and
Europe.



India’s record rice output
comes with challenges

—

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
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I'|L tonnes while China produced 14528
inthatyear.
aceounls for mum:slwmm pae-
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With output surging in recent years,
India has crossed China to become
the world's largest rice producer.
Doesitneed to produce so much?

*RICEPRODUCTION: THERISE ANDRISE

w esa fin it herctaves) o all sesons
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duction A
production was 1044 million metric
soenes while China's was 1485 nail llon met-
¥ tonnes — polating to asteady growth in
India’s output arsd 2 sagration in Chinas.
Wiikle Chouban described India's pole
posithon & an “earsedinary achicvement”,
Rhis s peotall pood mews, Thesdvantages of-
feped by paddy have bed o s cultvation
VRN Nl WaKCT-SCTCE AN, Is yield s un-
A

sl s o conskstenly
yeass, A5 on January 1. 2026, the ricestock
{inchudsng wnenilbed paddy in terens of rice)
Inv ik central pool stocd t 6306 millien
metric ianes. This ks much higher chan
the baidfer stock and public distibation
pequintments under the Katonal Food Se-
curity Act. T3 INSFAL

rising over the

VR ACroes ned th domi-
narsce of paddy ralses questhons over crop
diversification and rutrionsl seouriy.

Steady rize in production
Between 96570and 02425, the arca
e all seasons) ursder paddy cultivation in-
creased by more than 36%. yield tripled
amd prostuction Al st quadrngied. A sig-
nificant junspin area and production came
i st uhe last five years. In 2019-20, the
areaunder paddy was illiom hee-

1 10 Thee Foodgralns Stocking
Morms for Central Pool, which came inie
effest from Janaary 2015, the rice siock in
the cerral pool should be 761 milionmet-
Fenoges on the (st dey of January: Inad-
dithon to this, about 37.2 milBon tonnes of
Fige s pecuired tomest the anmal reguire-
ment under the NFSA and other wellane
PECRTAMCS,

In recent years, the govemnment has
uicawommnm :nme—ommmh

it A Fioe production was 1BST million
merricionmes. In 302425, these figuaresin-
ereased 1o SLAD million hectares and 150
million metric tonres.

Consequently, Indias share in th g
tal ounput also increased from 195% in
200100 28% in 2024,

“Whhilie Indix and China are measty neck
and ek at thit Lop Two plades, otbr st
aries:are far behind. Banglacdesh (36,6 il
oo et ric toees) and [ndoneda i34 mil-
lion metric tonnes) are at a distant thisd
amd feirth place, respectively.

Rl’re.tmd:sfar exceed needs

uuuuu
Dﬁbllt i m.nsu:tsc IM stock has
remained high.

Daring the 2023-24 kharil marketing
season. the Food Corporation of Idia pro-

- CUfed 52548 [akh metic Lonnes of e,

which accounds for 3813% of Uhe total rice
production in Use country, scconding o
Agricultune Minisiry afficials, Nearly
SE0% o thit Vot rice: procureenent is from
Punjab, Haryana, Chhartisgarh and
Oslishia, the officials said.

Why pacldy is soattractive

Paddy ks Indla’s most widely grown
crop, 1t bs growm in 614 of Indiy’s approod:

and |
PROCUICTNL, mt g mt‘hmhc c('nml

matiely 500 anazeof
51423 Lakh hectares as of 202425, Forcone

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

¢ |ndia surpassed China to become the world’s
largest rice producer in 2024-25.

¢ India’s rice production: ~150 million metric
tonnes (MMT); China: 145.28 MMT.

¢ |ndia’s share in global rice production
increased to ~28%.

¢ Announcement made by Union Agriculture

Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan.

Key Points

Govtpush
for crop
diversity
Withmore and
miore Farmers
preferring pacdy,
thegovt has
Ten focusing
ancrap
diversification
-
Itisnotonly
loaking at farm
income and
niitritional
secusity, but alse
conservationol
WILET TESRINCES,
—

text. theseconsd most widely grown cropin
Enedia, wheat, cowered 328 lakh hectanes,

s ot difficudt iounderstand why.

Paddy provides higher returns to
fareners tham ogher crops andd its procure-
ment is assured on the baskscd a mindnnum
suppon price (MSF), Azthe 2021:22 MSP
Fate. the net retumm on paddy cultivation
was RS 56,226 per hevtase, For maize and
MO0NE, 18w st Bs 17856 and Rs 45,665,
respectively, according o Agricuiane Min-
Istry cdficialks.

Arsoahve by facton s the stgnant or de-
dining yield of ceher crops, For instance,
ooaron Yield declined from mon Chan 500
kg prer bsectane i 2003-14 10440 kg per hec-
e in 2024-25 — Farlower thanibe global
arverage of 886 kg per hectare,

Irvitia b8 alsothe waorld's bading o ox-
parter. The country exported six million

1B

hiealth and et sl ehallenges. It
hias als b Erown (6 STates already ex-

The rice yield also diverges widely
across stabes duse to factors such s agro-cli-
mmatie conditbans.

I 2024-25, the yield per hectare was
4428 kgin Punjab, 3928 kg in Andhra Pra-
chesh, 2 561 kg in Bilsar arsd 2824 kg in Uttar
Praciesh. The mational ave e was 2929 kg
perhectare.

Moving away from paddy

Withenoeeand mese farmers preferring
prachly, the Union gorvemment has beenfo-

- cusing oncrop diversification. i notonly
4 bookingat farmincome and nutritional se-

curity, but also corservation of water re-
SOAUrTES.

Thve Agriculnupe Minkscry recently came
apwithan ideato Incentivise famerswha
stop paddy caltivation and stam sowing al-
sernative crops, The minkstry, late last year,
said this incentive could be farsded wsing
the savings from the cconomic cost of
wice — which is pegped 31 Fs 136 lakh per
hectare.

This figuere factons in costs insurmed by
thee FC1on MSP-based procurement, mil-
BN Iranspodt and siofage.

“Rice stored in the godowns of FCLeosts
appeoximatety Rs 33 per kg including peo-
cusementoosts, milling. ranspom, sorage,
e Aceordirghy, assuning the yieldolrice
ar41.25 quintals per hectare, the govem-
meng spereds about Rel 36000 per hctare,
This does not include subsidies given for
powed, Feimllisers and seed.” sald ofv Agrl-
cubture Mingsry officlal.

iamd 1413
of norr-basnui o during 2004-15, eam-
g $5.9 ballion and $6.5billion nespetively,
Inclis exporved basmati 1o Saudi Arabia,
Iradg. Irin, Yernen. the UAE, the US, the UK,
Euwair, Camsan, Qarar, Jordan and Hrael
aduaring 2024-25,

Tssueswith paddy cultivation

The paddy crop is highly water inten-
sive — IR ke about 13 [onnes of wales 1
prodhuce a single kilogram of rice.

The facttbat it grownso widely means
that i hasled to adepletion |n groundwates
levels inseveral parts of the country, Fog n-
stance, the excessive withdrawal of
proundwater inPuniab has caused several

¢ Rice production increased from 104.4 MMT
(2014-15) to 150 MMT (2024-25).

e Areaunder paddy rose from 43.66 Mha (2019-
20) to 51.42 Mha (2024-25).

¢ Yield tripled and production nearly
quadrupled since 1969-70.

e Central pool rice stock (Jan 1, 2026): 63.06
MMT (including unmilled paddy).

e Buffer norm for rice on Jan 1: 7.61 MMT
(Foodgrains Stocking Norms, 2015).

e Annual rice requirement under NFSA, 2013 and
welfare schemes: ~37.2 MMT.

¢ 38.13% of total rice production procured
during KMS 2023-24.

e ~56% of procurement from Punjab, Haryana,
Chhattisgarh, Odisha.

* Economic cost of rice to FCI: ~ 33/kg.

* Per hectare economic cost of rice: ~ 1.36

lakh/ha.

S il o | ik of Fice 12 left fal-
liorw or s crogythat i not procused is grown,
e ROVERTERL [ih8 & resourcs sving of
B 136,000 pet hectare”, said this official,
Thedistricts witha krwer paddy yiekd than
the natiorl sverage (2929 kg per hoctane)
and lower afed Coverage can be the focus
ares forcrop diversification, saidofficiaks.

Another olficial sxid the ke 8 W pro-
mote oilseeds and crops such as pulses in
pilace ol rice ot dipendenct of impors
cam be o tailed. petdent
o i ports Lo Eeet ils domestic editle ol
demand. Oflseeds and pulses may be peo-
moted ina phased mannes In accordance
with thetir agro-chimatic subtabiliny and sod
conditions, officials sald,

deficit.

costs.

e Net return (MSP 2021-22).
o Paddy: 56,226/ha
o Maize: 17,856/ha
o Moong: 45,665/ha
¢ Paddy water requirement: 1-3 tonnes
of water per kg of rice.
* Rice exports (2024-25):
© Basmati: 6 MMT
© Non-basmati: 14.13 MMT

Static Linkages

¢ Green Revolution and spread of HYV
rice varieties.

¢ MSP-based procurement and assured
price mechanism.

e Buffer stocking policy and Public
Distribution System.

e Cropping pattern distortion due to
price incentives.

e Groundwater over-extraction in
irrigated regions.

* Food security vs nutritional security
trade-off.

Critical Analysis

Advantages
e Strengthens food security under NFSA.
e Stable income to farmers via MSP and

procurement.
e Enhances India’s position in global agri-
exports.
Concerns

* Excessive rice stocks - fiscal and storage
burden.

* Paddy expansion in water-stressed regions.

e Groundwater depletion (notably Punjab—
Haryana).

e Low diversification - pulses and oilseeds

* Regional yield disparity across states.

Way Forward
* Incentivise crop diversification in low-yield
paddy districts.
e Promote pulses and oilseeds to reduce import
dependence.
e Rationalise MSP signals to reflect ecological

e Encourage water-saving technologies (DSR,
micro-irrigation).

e Align procurement policy with nutritional
security goals.

e Gradual reduction of surplus rice stocks
through calibrated exports.



