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SC questions EC on voter deletion, citizenship  ° Riskoradministrative

Court asks if removal from the rolls could bring EC counsel says citizenship and delimitations I
into doubt a person’s right to remain in India are the comerstones of the electoral process
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

* The Supreme Court of India raised questions
on the powers of the Election Commission of
India during the Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls.

* [ssue arose after ~6.5 crore deletions in draft
electoral rolls across 9 States and 3 UTs.

e Court examined whether Electoral Registration
Officers (EROs) can exclude persons from
electoral rolls before the Union Government
decides on citizenship under the Citizenship
Act, 1955.

e EC defended its authority to conduct
inquisitorial enquiries limited to electoral
eligibility.

Key Points
e Article 326: Right to vote restricted to adult
citizens.
e Article 324: EC vested with superintendence
and control of elections.
* Representation of the People Act, 1950:
o Governs preparation and revision of
electoral rolls.
o Empowers EROs to decide eligibility for
inclusion.
e Registration of Electors Rules, 1960:
o Prescribes procedures for enquiry,
objections, and appeals.
e Citizenship Act, 1955:
o Exclusive authority of the Union
Government on citizenship status.
e EC stance:
o Verification of citizenship is incidental to
voter eligibility.
o ERO decisions do not amount to
deportation orders.
e Supreme Court concern:
o Whether voting rights can be curtailed
without final executive determination of
citizenship.

overreach and denial of
Poll body says voters excluded in the special
intensive revision have the right to appeal due process.
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* Natural Justice:
o Right to be heard.
o Reasoned orders.
e Voting:
o Statutory right (RP Act), not a fundamental
right.
¢ Citizenship:
o Sovereign executive function.

Critical Analysis
Strengths
* Prevents non-citizens from influencing elections.
* Ensures integrity and credibility of electoral rolls.
e Enables timely conduct of elections.
Concerns
e Citizenship determination is outside EC’s
constitutional mandate.
e Mass deletions risk:
o Arbitrary exclusion,
o Disenfranchisement of genuine citizens.
* Appeals may be ineffective due to:
o Time constraints,
o Administrative burden.
e Potential violation of:
o Article 14 (Equality),
o Principles of natural justice.

Key Constitutional Tension
e Electoral efficiency vs individual democratic
rights.

Way Forward
e Explicit statutory clarification separating:
o Electoral eligibility checks,
o Citizenship determination.
e Mandatory reference of adverse ERO findings to
Union Government.
e Uniform national SOPs for Special Intensive
Revision.
e Strengthened, time-bound appellate mechanisms.
* Independent audit of large-scale electoral roll
deletions.
* Greater transparency in ERO enquiries.




SC split on sanction to prosecute public servants

Kri
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday delivered a split
verdict on the legality of a

ision in an anti-cor-
ruption law which man-
dates prior sanction before
prosecuting publie
servants,

Justice B.V. Nagarathna
concluded that Section I7A
aof the Prevention of Cor
ruption Act, 1988, was
plainly unconstitutional,
while Justice KV Viswa-
nathan, the puisne judge
an the Division Bench, said
that sanction must be de-
cided by an independent
authority like the Lok Pal
ar the Lok Ayukta.

Justice  Viswanathan
said the mere possibility of
abuse of an otherwise valid
provision cannot be a
ground for declaring it un-
constitutional. He com-
pared striking down Sec-

tion 17A to “throwing the
baby out with the
bathwater”,

“If honest public ser-
vants are not given a basic
assurance that decisions
taken by them will not be
subjected to frivolous com-
plaints, it is the nation that
will suffer. Public servants
will resort to a play-it-safe
syndrome, and that will re-
sult in policy paralysis. The
panacea of striking down
will turn out to be worse
than the disease,” Justice
Viswanathan wrote in his
opinion.

He directed that an in-
dependent inquiry of the
facts of a corruption com-
plaint would be ideal be-
fore a grant of sanction.

The case will now be re-
ferred to the Chief Justice
of India to be placed before
a Bench of three judges.

“# fine balance has to be
maintained between the
need to protect a public

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News
e Supreme Court of India delivered a split
verdict on Section 17A, Prevention of

Corruption Act, 1988.

The case will be referred to the

‘Chilef Justice to be placed
before a Bench of three judges.

servant against mala fide
prosecution on the one
hand and the object of
upholding the probity in
public life by prosecuting
the public servant against
whom prima facie material
in support of allegation of
cormuption exists, on the
other,” Justice Viswanath-
an observed in his opinion,

He said the Lokpal had

the authority to conduct
an inquiry into even an al-
legation of corruption
made against the Prime Mi-
nister of the country.

“If Section 17A is invali-
dated on the ground that
prior approval should not
exist at all, the immediate
consequence  would  be
that any complaint alleging
corruption in official deci-
sion-making could straight-
away result in a police in-
quiry or investigation. This
would permit immediate
registration of FIRs, com-
mencement of investiga-
tion and resort to coercive
steps... whether the com-
plaint is frivolous, motivat-
ed or based on hindsight.
Such a result would be re-
gressive,” Justice Viswan-
than reasoned in  his
opinion.

‘Mlegal and unequal’
Justice Nagarathna, howev-
er, concluded that Section

* Provision mandates prior approval before
inquiry/investigation against public servants
for decisions taken in official capacity.

e Justice B.V. Nagarathna: Section 17A
unconstitutional.

e Justice K.V. Viswanathan: Section 17A valid
with safeguards.

e Matter referred to three-judge Bench.

Key Points

e Section 17A (2018 Amendment):
o Bars police from inquiry/investigation
without prior sanction of government.

e Justice Nagarathna:
o Violates Article 14 » unequal protection to
higher civil servants.

o Arbitrary: prohibits even preliminary
inquiry.

o Undermines rule of law and anti-corruption
objectives.

e Justice Viswanathan:

o Possibility of misuse # ground for
invalidation.
o Striking down may cause policy paralysis.
o Favoured sanction by independent
authority.
o Lokpal empowered to inquire even against
Prime Minister (with safeguards).
* Present Status:
o Referred under Article 145(3) practice for
authoritative ruling.

Static Linkages
* Rule of Law - accountability of all public
authorities.

174 was in violation of Arti-
cle 14 (equal treatment by
law) of the Constitution as
it afforded the protection
of prier approval only 1o a
higher category of civil ser-
vants. She found the classi-
fication based on the ma-
ture of duties illegal and
unequal.

The judge found Section
17A arbitrary in the man-
mer in which it foreclosed
the possibility of even a
bare enquiry into the con-
duct of a high civil servant
facing corruption allega-
tions without prior appro-
val. This scenario, she
pointed out, was against
the rule of law.

Justice Nagarathna said
the requirement of prior
approval under Section
17A 1o protect “honest” of-
ficers was not a valid rea-
son and was fundamental-
ly opposed 1o the objects
and purpose of the anti-
corruption law.

e Article 14 » reasonable classification + non-
arbitrariness.

e Doctrine of Manifest Arbitrariness - legislation
can be invalidated.

e CrPC Section 197 > prior sanction

jurisprudence.

Separation of Powers - executive control vs

investigative independence.

Critical Analysis
In Favour of Section 17A
* Protects honest decision-making.
* Prevents frivolous and motivated complaints.
e Ensures administrative efficiency.
Against Section 17A
* Creates executive veto over investigations.
e Discriminatory protection to elite bureaucracy.
Weakens deterrence against corruption.
Conflicts with constitutional morality.

Way Forward

e Transfer sanction power to independent
bodies (Lokpal/Lokayukta).

e Allow preliminary inquiry without sanction.

* Impose time-bound sanction decisions.

e Provide judicial review of sanction refusals.

e Align with 2nd Administrative Reforms
Commission on probity.




Decisive new factors in the Iranian conundrum

he recent civic unrest in [ran has been
enveloped in a media fog and has
palarised binary narvatives, making an
olbjective analysis diflicul. Yot, ghen
Tran's peepolitical i f
potenlal. such a granular exercise s required,
particulagly as it lies in india's exended

proadmity.
The genests of the ongolng orisis Bes in the
increasingly dire eco- political conditions. It began
on December 28, 2025, when a group of Tehsan
merchants (“Bazasr “h staged a shusdawn o
protis the frigquent divalustion of the market
withoe of the rial, the national currency. While the
rial's official exchange rave s a dollar was 42,000,
the masket rate was nearly 35 times lower at 145
million, having falken 20,000 times since the
Islamlc Revolutlon (n 1979, Its 45% decline in 2025
essential eommiodities such as
sugar and edible oil and selling them in the
da]aaofﬁdalhrmnuol ungroifitable.

populstion, a-chasmmvl'w youth and

the unrest, blaming the casualties on unnamed
“tesTorists”,

Crises and the official

Since the founding of the lskamic Republic in
1579, the authorities have perfected a four stage
playhook for dealing with recurring mass cvic
unrest, 28 seen in te edection fraud in 2009,
petrol price hike in 2009 and Hijalb protesss in
2022 = mone of which succesded. In the first
phase, stern police action ts taken to contain the
Ewwand-order problem. If the agitation persists, 2
“pood-cop, bad-cop’ routine ks played: while
some high officials warn of enemy conspiracies,
others exude sympathy for the “legitimate
gricvances”, offering talks and concessions,
Social media is bocked down, The thind stage
mvolbves weeks of anrition, seeding confusion,
splisting the crganksers and holding
pro-goverrmsent rallies. These three stages
normally succeed in tapering off the protests.
Thereafter, the leading protesters are rounded up
and sentenced exemplarily with long prison
terms or even execution. During all this time, the
western media plays the role of an agent
provecateus 1o the hile,

The current myedodrana nom seems 1o be
embering the third phase, Over the next four
months, a wken 10 million risks $7), as 2 monthly
handout, will be directly transferred o all citizens
wrnldme Inﬂadnn ml‘llmkdhmﬂw

per
nmammpamlrdiwailmmnalamn‘ﬁn@
attempits to hijack the agitati

The Pasdaran {islamic Mnlll]mu.l‘} Guards
Corps or IRGC) and the army have stayed loyal,
comchermming the agitation as a continuation of the
12-day lsraeh-United States war of June 2025
against Iran, The oil industry, the mainstay of the

in airetined Indian
Ambasssdor
specialiing in Weit
Asia a2 0 afairs

The genesis of
Iran’s ongoing
crisis lies in
growing and
dire

woo-political
conditions, b
Bt has also

shown up new

Syslentic
vulnerabilitics

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

* |ran has been facing nationwide civic unrest

national econoemy, has stayed unaflected, and the
governing elite has akso not splintered. Moreaver,
o aliemative keadership has emerged among the
Protesters,

The dynambes in Iean, foreln threats
Altheaigh the establishment seems 1o hive
managed io overcome the protest, the outhreak
has exposed new systemic vulnerabdlitbes. First,
the Baraari strike agains the clergy-led negime
was unprecedented. n fran’s modern history, the
Bagarks have been an influential bellwether
Tiskabyy, at tinses fireing Iranian rulers b netrack.
Their withdrawal of support doomsed the Shah in
1979, Their informal symblests with the clengy
initially permitted profiteering from unfinened
imports at a preferred exchange rate and selling
ally 3t market rates

However, duanglM st b decadies, this
bromance has cooled. The economic conditions
uwx'ncd mdnhdw:o:hu.ﬁ.‘s"mndmm

* ganctions. Further, they were aleo
mﬂ«lh}'lbv IRGE and the Bonyads {(rarious
ostermibly charirable foundations for was
vetierans, widiws and orphans), miscling into
lcrathee seciors of trading, mi:ufacn:hwarni
(wmx:lr!: While Iran's Fresident, Masoud

recently claimed the
mlrr':iums grievances, the details have not been
msde public, It remains o be seen if the
omnipatent IRGC, currently crucil 1o
government survival, would agree to roll back
their businesses.

Second, while Tehran may have tactics wo curb
potests, the ruling elite kicks soo-political bevers
1o fix the root causes of the recurring soctal
comviilsions. The lranisn eadership's seadfas
pursuit of a muclear and missile programme and
suppor to regienal prozxies diverts scarce
economic resources and triggers western
economic sanctions, causing social angst.

Over two ﬂwdsm’mhuuwm'hema!'mm
and have different aspirati
1Mrp-mtrmhcpdﬂknltwon1:xlﬂd¢rﬂ!lp

They see the afluence of their Gulf Arab
and hold the it
for thelr abject penury. They also notice the
Kleproeracy and corrupton in the 1op echelons of
perwer. Moreaver, with radicals in control of the
duxy :nrlnmtandmdldm’y and a relatively

alierazed, While the managed election of a
mucherate President im 2004 rxised hopes, thess
hawe been Delied duse to regional tunmsil.

Third, the foreign abaterent of ihe sgiators
has become mainstresm, with U5, President
Demald Trump and [sraeli Prime Minisser
Benjamin Netamyahu openly encowraging them
with milizary threats v punish the iranian regime
ang pessihly replace it. However, they lack any
mnmdwmindlhmmn{w

action
In m !rquhuu:h!m Sadelam Hussein atacked
Iran toexploit the post-ishimic revolutionary
chaos, enly to see all Irankans unie against
Toredgn aggression. Moreover, Iran's Shia magority

since December 28, 2025.
* Protests began with a strike by Tehran’s
Bazaari merchants over severe currency

depreciation.
e The agitation later expanded into a broad anti-

government movement involving youth,
workers and low-income groups.

e The crisis has implications for India due to
Iran’s role in regional stability, energy security *

and connectivity.

Key Points

e Economic trigger

o Official exchange rate: ~42,000 rials per

uSD.

o Market rate: ~1.45 million rials per USD.
o About 45% depreciation in 2025, making o

imports of essentials unviable.
e Spread of protests

o |nitially economic, later political in nature.
o Reports of arson, vandalism and violence.
* Government response

o Strong police action and internet
restrictions.

o Cash transfer scheme announced to offset

inflation.

has a long tradition of glorifyirg martyrdom and
sacrifice, making them mare inured o forcign
miligary threats.

Diesprite ies hosses during the June 2025 milicary
bnat weith ksraed amd the LS., Iran retains
sulfichent retabistory capability (o thwart a
ripetition. Telsran's options ipdude 1angeting LS.
imterests in the geoeconomically sensitive and
febrile region, making the Gull Arab siates wary
about paying for a LS. military misachenturne.

Moreaver, when driven to a comes, Iran could
close the Strait of Hormmiz, raising gobal ol
prices. Mr, Trusnp has aften criticised his
predecessons for dragging the 1S, into "endless
wars™ andhasso{srwdudhmm boots on
the ground™, alrborme srikes

there bs a clear realisation that the mubtiplicity of
poswer centres in fran makes military
decapitation a risky and even coumer-productive
endeawour.

Trssteeac], Mr. Trump is veering wward
mof-kinetic measures such as cyberattacks and
the imposition of secondary punithe tariffs on
the coumries rading with [ran, encouraged by
the outcome of a similar eercise in curbing
Endlian imports of Russian crude. Their efficacy
remalns uncertain as Iran has borg been subject
b lraedi cyberattacks and has a well-oiled
sanctions:busting machinery in place, from
marshalling eryprocurrencies to dark oil-tankers
srnaggling crude w Chin and dhows to Dubai
tihem;ddkhrpsunnmwmm [pot just 1500
kifometres across the Persian Gul

Despite LS. pressure, China and the United
Amab Muamhnsmuwhﬁlmmnmm
with respective COMmmerce estima
$40 billion and $30 billion Iast)m.lnuuigmr
half of the entire Iranian foreign trade, The
propesed secondary sanctions by the 115, may
mot curb such trade but only obfuscate it Sill, x5
adiversionary tactic, Tehran has offered to
reapen talks with Washingion.

Impact on India
Thee netion that wrmedl in Tehean ks
ial for Endlia . First, any

conflagration in Iran would affect the security
and stabdlity in the Gulf, where India has
substantive stakes in verms of diaspora, oil
supplies, remittances and trade and investments,

Secome, it woukd allow Pakistan 1o self
as a dubious security arbiter to both Iran and the
Gulf Arzhs and eam brownle points with the
White House. India alio needs lran 1o access

millian. They are ratural stakeholders in what
happens to their lranian co-confessionals, Lastly,
ence four decades of western anctions are lifted,
the resuscitation of the Iranian economy would
provide lucrative oppartunities for india,
particularly as Tehran has long pursoed is
wersion of Atmandrbharta.

Concerns

For India

Institutional position
o Military and Islamic Revolutionary
Guards Corps remain loyal.
o Qil production and exports largely
unaffected.
External angle
o Open criticism and pressure by the
U.S. and Israel.
o lIran retains leverage over the Strait
of Hormuz.
Trade scenario
o Major trading partners: China and
UAE despite sanctions.

Static Linkages

Way Forward
Promote dialogue and diplomatic engagement
instead of regime-change tactics.
e Revival of nuclear negotiations to ease sanctions.
e ForIndia:
o Maintain strategic autonomy in West Asia.
o Diversify energy sources to reduce Hormuz risk.
o Sustain long-term engagement with Iran for
future economic gains.

Sanctions & Inflation - NCERT
Economics: sanctions reduce foreign
exchange inflow and weaken currency.
Energy Security — Indian Year Book:
chokepoints like Hormuz affect global
oil prices.

West Asia Politics — NCERT Political
Science: religion, nationalism and
geopolitics shape state behaviour.
Diaspora & Remittances — Economic
Survey: Gulf stability crucial for India’s
remittance inflows.

Critical Analysis
Positive aspects
e Strong state control prevents immediate regime
collapse.
e Qil sector continuity provides economic cushioning.
¢ Nationalism limits effectiveness of foreign pressure.

e Structural economic issues remain unresolved.

e Youth alienation and generational disconnect.

e Sanctions worsen inflation and unemployment.
Repeated unrest indicates governance legitimacy
issues.

e Gulf instability impacts oil imports and remittances.

e Weak Iran affects India’s access to Central Asia.

e |ong-term economic opportunities in Iran remain
stalled.



India must focus on Al and its environmental impact

e use of Anificisl Imeliggenoe (Al) takes
Tup mruch discussion in sectors that range

from health care 1o agricalture. But
‘concermns about its impact an the environmient
haree not attracted much disoussion. According 1o
an DECD working paper, “Measuring the
Environmental Impacts of Artificial Intelligence
Compuse and Applications™, the development of
Al afgorithms comes with cenaln environmenital
‘costs such as an increased carbon footprint which
exacerbates chimate change rebted challenges.
The report says that the ghobal ICT industry
(inchsding hasdware such as welevishons) is
estimated to be respondible for 1.8%-2.8% of
lohal greenhowse gas (GHG) emissbons; other
calculations have a figure as high as 21%3.5%.

It i worth poting that data about the carbon
fontpring of Al models and their use are not
always authentic. A Google report (Augus 2025)
claims that a single 1exn Al prompi consuEmes
electricity of only 0.24 warl-hours. Wit may
seem to be low bewls of eleciricity consumption
huas 3o drawm criticism for the report’s

ey ;

P

Impact om the environment
In Septemnber B024, an lssue poce by the United
Natiors Environment Programme (UNEF), oa the
‘emvinonmsental impact of the full Al life cycle, said
that house Al servers may utilise 4.2 billion cubic
et (o) o 6.6 bem of water in 2007, leading
Lo water searcity. The note abo refers to 3 study
which indicates that training a single Large
Lamguage Model (LLM) can generate zlmast
3,00,000 klograms of carbon emissions.
similarty, a studly, "Energy and Policy
Considerations for Decp Learning in NLP (June
201, has assessed that the traingng of a single
large Al model ertats the emission of over
626,000 pounds of carbon dicodde. This is
equivalent to emissions caused by five carsin

Amar Fatmalk
it a Lavayer and
foanding parter of
LM Lagsl Solysiang
LLP, a formes CAG
busbaudcrsl 4nd &
farmer Memiber of
Pariament in

thit Raya Sabkha

There are
several Al
sustainalle
practices that
Inwdiar can saclope

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

e Rapid expansion of Artificial Intelligence (Al)

thelr lifespan. & look at the

iy thve wisee of ChatGPT, 2 widsely used Al virtual
Assictant, helps underitand how Al algorithms:
impact the environment amnd contribute towands
limate change. According to a study, “Navigating
New Hoizons™ (UNEP, July 15, 2004), afy reqisest
masche through ChatGPT leads 1o enengy
consumptbon that |s 10 times more than what it
wiotshd be througgh 5 Googhe search.

Solutions, the world versus India

In 2011, UNESOD released its ~Heoommendation
o the Ethics of Antificial Inelligence™, which
emphasised recogmising te “negstive impacts of
Al on societies, environment™. These non-hinding
recommendations were adopied by around 190
oountries. The United States and the Buropean
Linion (EL7 appear 1o be the prominent
jusisdictions that have prapased begislation
dbealing with the ermdromnmental impact of Al as
the Artificial Intelligence Envirenmental Inpacts
At of 3024 and The European Union's resolution
on harmaonized Al rules.

The o could also focus on the
establishment of measuring standards in order w

Global Regulatory Trends
o UNESCO (2021): Ethics of Al
recognises environmental harms.

assess Als impact. It canbe dane by invobing

stakeholders such as tech companies that are fe)
developing large-scale Al algorithms, think tanks,
and non-gvernmental organieations that are
wrking towarmd reducing carbon footprints and
lated chall

Fiarash

USA: Artificial Intelligence
Environmental Impacts Act, 2024.

other T
mwllrulplnwlmmmenﬂ_ﬁon_ i

I and

o EU: Harmonised Al rules + Corporate

and re
infirmeed] policy decisions.

Another essernial exercise is data collection
wehich can be done by dephaying sustxinability
mietrics such 35 GHE emissions, energy, waber
and nagural resources consumpition that are

pnr;ia;tmquhmmu, ublimatedy learding o

Sustainability Reporting Directive
(CSRD) mandating emission

inilised by Al algorithms. Environmerital costs

beyond energy, such as the impacts on freshwater
and land wse, could also be evaluabed.

As o part of disclosure standarnds o

The gowernment can also explore the possibility

of making the emvironmsental imspact of
= ing Al

disclosure.
India

are global the
carbon oot of Al e and deployment, Tndia alio
needs to recognise the environmental costs ol
developing Al models. Curremt discusslons pow
o Al and climate change ane on how Al can help
protect the environment. but withous going into
1he demerits of developing large Al algncithms,

Thee first st (o addness this challenge is 1o
CATTY OOt an exercse 10 measure the

ts of nd
deploying Al models. In India, 2n Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA) ks mandaory as in the
ElA Notification, 2006, While an EIA i often
canducted i evaluate projects concerning the
environment such as river water projects, its
scope cin be extended to include ssdessing the
impact of developmsent of Al algorithms on the
environment,

across governance, industry, agriculture,
health, and services.

e Recent global studies highlight environmental

g ar
efvironmmental, sockl and

disclosure standands by the Minlstry of Corporate
and the Securities and

Inlia. It can take inspisation
from the EU. as its Corporate Sustainability
Reparting Directive (SR framework nequines
the disclosuire of embsions dua From das
centres and high compute sotivities, which

Alfadrs and &
Exchange Board

includes trabning of LLMs,

part of

pan o No dedicated framework linking Al

development with environmental
regulation.
o Existing EIA Notification, 2006

The focus should shift o including Al 255 pan

of solutions woward global sustalnabiliy goals.
Theere are several Al sustainable practioes that

excludes digital/Al infrastructure.

can be adopted to mitigate the adverse impact of
Allon the environment such as deploving
pire-tradned models, g renewable resotnces [
power data centres, and reparting Al-specific

estimates.

Static Linkages

costs of Al computation, especially energy use, J
carbon emissions, and water footprint.
e Reports by OECD and United Nations

Environment Programme (UNEP) underline the
climate and resource implications of large Al

models.

* India’s Al policy discourse focuses on Al for
climate action, but not sufficiently on Al as a
contributor to environmental degradation.

Key Points

e Carbon Footprint

o Global ICT sector contributes ~1.8-2.8% of

global GHG emissions (OECD).

o Training a single Large Language Model

(LLM) can emit ~300,000 kg CO. (UNEP, o
2024).
o 2019 NLP study: ~626,000 pounds of COg, .

equal to lifetime emissions of ~5 cars.
e Energy Consumption
o Al inference is energy-intensive.

o UNEP (2024): One ChatGPT query = 10x

energy of a Google search.

e Water Stress

o Al data centres may consume 4.2-6.6
billion cubic metres of water by 2027,
worsening water scarcity.

e Transparency Gap

o Corporate claims on low Al energy use lack

uniform measurement standards.

Environmental Externalities and Market Failure
(negative externalities).

Sustainable Development principle (Brundtland
Report).

Precautionary Principle and Polluter Pays Principle
(Indian environmental jurisprudence).
Environmental Impact Assessment framework (EIA
Notification, 2006).

ESG (Environmental, Social, Governance) disclosure
norms.

Climate change mitigation under India’s Nationally
Determined Contributions (NDCs).

Critical Analysis
Advantages

Al improves climate modelling, disaster forecasting,
and energy optimisation.

Regulation can promote green data centres and
efficient algorithms.

ESG disclosures enhance accountability.

Concerns

High carbon, water, and energy intensity of Al
infrastructure.

Absence of standardised Al-specific sustainability
metrics.

Risk of greenwashing by tech firms.

Developing countries may face resource burden
without proportional benefits.

Regulatory lag between digital governance and
environmental law.

Way Forward

Expand EIA framework to include large Al and data-
centre projects.

Establish national Al sustainability standards (energy,
carbon, water).

Mandate Al-specific disclosures under ESG norms via
Ministry of Corporate Affairs and Securities and
Exchange Board of India.

Incentivise renewable-powered data centres.
Promote pre-trained and energy-efficient Al models.



More for later
Chancellor Merzs India visit signals
a wider engagement with the EU

mid tensions on several other foreign pol-
A iey fronts, German Chancellor Friedrich

Merz was the first of several high-level vis-
itors to Delhi to strengthen India-Europe ties.
Preparations are on for the EU-India Summit la-
ter this month, when the Presidents of the Euro-
pean Commission and Council will attend the Re-
public Day parade; plans for French President
Emmanuel Macron's visit — he will attend the Al
summit in February - are also being finalised.
The meet between Chancellor Merz and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in Ahmedabad was
about more than bilateral relations. It was about
reaffirming elements of talks with the EU 1o con-
clude a long-awaited trade agreement, as Germa-
ny is its biggest economy, as well as exchanging
notes on geopolitical turmoil, especially the U.S's
actions. The leaders also attended a business
council meeting, where they pitched more in-
vestments. With trade passing $50 billion in
2024-25, Germany remains India's largest trading
partner in Europe. While the talks are under-
stood to have been substantive, the outcomes
were in essence a series of “Joint Declarations of
Imerest (JDI)” and MoUs. Among the JDIs signed,
several deal with cooperation on strategic issues,
including a Defence Industrial Cooperation Road-
map to promote collaborations and technology
partnerships in defence equipment. This is seen
as a precursor to the enabling agreements for de-
fence purchases that India and Germany have
been discussing but have yet to sign on to.

Where India and Germany have a less com-

mon view is on the Ukraine war, and the Euro-
pean contention that India must curtail its rela-
tionship with Russia. Chancellor Merz may have
overstepped as he sought to portray India's Ger-
man defence relationship as a means to reduce
its “dependence” on Russian hardware. The
statement was refuted by Foreign Secretary Vik-
ram Misri later. While Germany and the EU are
also hoping for a closer dialogue with India on
the Indo-Pacific, Germany’s bilateral trade with
China, pegged at $287 billion in 202425, has not
diversified and China is Germany’s largest trad-
ing partner. It is therefore doubly significant that
Chancellor Merz made India his first stop in Asia.
The two sides also have differences over the up-
bringing of five-vear-old Ariha Shah, who was ta-
ken away by German child services in 2021 over
allegations that her Indian parents abused her.
Despite India’s appeals, Ms. Shah continues to
live in German foster care, with only periodic
consular and parental visits, and little sustained
exposure to Indian culture or languages. The
case of an individual may seem less important,
but should be resolved without further delay.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

e German Chancellor Friedrich Merz visited
India, meeting PM Narendra Modi in
Ahmedabad.

e Visit precedes the EU-India Summit (Republic
Day) and the upcoming visit of French
President Emmanuel Macron for the Al
Summit.

* Objective: strengthen India-Europe strategic
and economic ties amid global geopolitical
turbulence.

e Qutcomes mainly included Joint Declarations
of Interest (JDIs) and MoUs, not binding
treaties.

Key Points

* Germany is India’s largest trading partner in
Europe.

* Bilateral trade crossed USD 50 billion in 2024-
25 (commerce ministry data).

e Talks aligned with the ongoing India—EU Free
Trade Agreement (FTA) negotiations
(relaunched in 2022).

e A Defence Industrial Cooperation Roadmap
signed to promote joint production,
technology partnerships, and supply-chain
resilience.

e Germany informally suggested Indian
diversification away from Russian defence
equipment; India rejected any conditionality.

e Germany’s trade with China stood at ~USD 287
billion (2024-25), making China its largest
trading partner.

¢ Ariha Shah child custody case remains
unresolved despite Indian diplomatic and
consular efforts.

Static Linkages

e Strategic Autonomy as a core principle of
India’s foreign policy.

* Trade agreements as tools of economic
diplomacy and market integration.

e Defence indigenisation under Make in India
and Atmanirbhar Bharat.

e Consular protection under the Vienna
Convention on Consular Relations, 1963.

e |ndo-Pacific concept and rules-based
international order.

Critical Analysis
Opportunities
* Enhances India’s leverage in India—EU FTA
negotiations.
* Defence cooperation can diversify suppliers
without strategic compromise.
e Signals India’s growing role in Europe’s Indo-
Pacific outreach.
Challenges
» Differences over Russia-Ukraine conflict limit
strategic convergence.
e Germany’s continued economic dependence
on China weakens diversification narrative.
» JDIs lack enforceability, delaying concrete
outcomes.
* Prolonged Ariha Shah case affects people-to-
people trust and humanitarian diplomacy.

Way Forward

e Convert JDIs into binding agreements with
timelines.

e Fast-track India-EU FTA with balanced market
access.

e Deepen defence cooperation through co-
development and co-production.

¢ Institutionalise dialogue on humanitarian and
consular issues.

* Maintain issue-based alignment while
safeguarding strategic autonomy.



Language of harmony

The rights of linguistic minorities must
be protected in every State

he Malayalam Language Bill, 2025, which
seeks to promote the language and
passed by the Kerala Assembly, is being
opposed by leaders in Karnataka. The concern
that minority languages in the State, particularly
Tamil and Kannada, would be adversely affected
is misplaced and arises out of misunderstanding
of the provisions. The Bill's objective is to provide
for the “adoption of the Malayalam language as
the official language of the State of Kerala and for
Malayalam to be used for all official purposes, to
pravide for the use of the Malayalam language in
all sectors in Kerala, subject to the provisions of
the Constitution of India”™, and to advance the ov-
erall progress and enrichment of the language.
The Bill proposes the adoption of Malayalam as
the first language for schoolchildren and mea-
sures to promote the language in various sectors,
from the judiciary to IT. The Bill states that Tamil
and Kannada linguistic minorities in notified
areas may correspond with the State Secretariat,
Heads of Departments, and local State offices in
their respective languages, and replies shall be is-
sued in those languages; and that students whose
mother tongue is not Malayalam may pursue
education in other available languages in State
schools, in accordance with the National Educa-
tion Curriculum. Additionally, students from oth-
er States or foreign countries studying in Kerala
whose mother tongue is not Malayalam are ex-
empt from writing Malayalam examinations at
the classes IX, X, and higher secondary levels.
An earlier version of the Bill, passed in 2015,
was languishing for the Centre’s clearance for 10
years. After the Centre returned the Bill following
a Supreme Court of India decision that Bills can-
not be indefinitely delayed, the State passed the
current version. The Centre, ostensibly, hasa pol-
icy of promoting all Indian languages, as do sev-
eral States. As long as such measures are underta-
ken alongside those for the protection of the
rights of linguistic minorities, no other State or
the Centre should have any objection. Most
States, including Kerala and Karnataka, have mul-
tiple linguistic communities. The linguistic divi-
sion of States was only an approximation, and
language borders have weakened due to migra-
tion. Language policies at the national and re-
gional levels must account for these realities rath-
er than pursuing a blind cultural agenda of Hindi
or any single language promotion, To be clear, all
these languages must have their rightful places in
administration and the public sphere. To achieve
that objective without allowing hostilities bet-
ween communities is a challenge of nation-build-
ing. Mechanisms such as the Inter-State Council,
which has been dormant, must be invested with
more authority, and wider, good-faith conversa-
tions across linguistic groups promoted.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context

e Kerala Assembly passed the Malayalam
Language Bill, 2025.

* Opposition raised by leaders from Karnataka
citing concerns for Tamil and Kannada
minorities.

e State clarified that minority language
protections are explicitly provided.

e Earlier 2015 Bill pending with Centre for ~10
years; returned after judicial scrutiny on
legislative delays.

Key Provisions

e Malayalam declared official language of Kerala

for all official purposes.
e Use of Malayalam mandated across:
o State administration
o Judiciary
o Education
o |T and digital governance
e Malayalam proposed as first language for
school education.

Linguistic minority safeguards:

o Tamil and Kannada speakers in notified areas
may communicate with State offices in their
language.

o Mandatory reply by authorities in the same
language.

Education safeguards:

o Non-Malayalam mother-tongue students
allowed education in other available languages.

o Students from other States/foreign countries
exempted from Malayalam exams (Classes IX, X,
HSC).

Implementation subject to the Constitution of India
and National Education Curriculum.

Static Linkages

Article 345 - State Legislature empowered to adopt
official language(s).

Article 350 - Right to submit representations in any
language used by Union/State.

Article 350A - Instruction in mother tongue at
primary stage for linguistic minorities.

Article 29 - Protection of cultural and linguistic
identity.

Eighth Schedule - Recognition of Indian languages
(includes Malayalam, Tamil, Kannada).

Linguistic reorganisation of States (1956) was
approximate, not absolute.

Critical Analysis
Positive Aspects

Strengthens preservation of regional language.
Falls within constitutional autonomy of States.
Explicit safeguards reduce legal vulnerability.
Promotes administrative efficiency and cultural
continuity.

Concerns

Perceived linguistic majoritarianism may cause
inter-State friction.

Implementation challenges in border districts.
Political mobilisation around language identity.
Risk of uneven enforcement of minority
protections.

Way Forward

Robust enforcement of minority language
provisions at local levels.

Periodic audits of language policy implementation.
Revival and strengthening of Inter-State Council.
Promote multilingual governance models.

Balance regional language promotion with
constitutional inclusiveness.

Encourage inter-State dialogue on migration and
language rights.



In a volatile world, Germany and India
move towards a stable Indo-Europe
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News
e The German Chancellor Friedrich Merz visited
India and held talks with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.
* The visit took place amid growing global
uncertainty due to renewed US unilateralism
and China’s assertive foreign and security

posture.

India, the challenge will be
o give the Indo-Eiropean
idea conerete meaning.
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Lary geometry — one that sup-

e Discussions focused on elevating India-
Germany ties beyond bilateralism towards a
broader strategic conception termed “Indo-

Europe”.

* The engagement coincides with Europe’s
strategic recalibration after the Ukraine war
and India’s search for diversified partnerships.

Key Points

¢ Reaffirmation of commitment to conclude the
long-pending European Union-India Free Trade
Agreement (FTA).

e Agreement to develop a joint roadmap for
defence industrial cooperation, including co-

development and co-production.

e Germany’s defence spending has surged post-
Ukraine war, placing it among the top global
defence spenders.

* India seeks to reduce dependence on Russian
arms and diversify defence partnerships.

e The talks framed India—Germany ties as part of
a wider Indo-European strategic geometry, not
a formal alliance.

Static Linkages
e Multipolar world order and balance of power
dynamics.
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Critical Analysis

Pros

Strategic autonomy and
diversification in foreign policy.
Defence industrialisation and
indigenisation (Atmanirbhar Bharat).
Trade liberalisation through bilateral
and regional FTAs.

Maritime security and connectivity
across the Indian Ocean region.

e Enhances India’s strategic autonomy through
diversified partnerships.

* Access to advanced German industrial and
defence technologies.

e Strengthens India’s position in a multipolar

global order.

e Supports Europe’s need for reliable partners
beyond the US.
Cons / Challenges
e EU internal divisions may delay FTA

finalisation.

e Technology transfer in defence may face
regulatory and political hurdles.

e Balancing Indo-Europe with existing groupings
like Quad and NATO sensitivities.

¢ Implementation deficit in translating
agreements into outcomes.

Way Forward

e Fast-track EU-India FTA with sector-specific

timelines.

¢ |nstitutionalise India-Germany defence
industrial cooperation mechanisms.

¢ Align Indo-European initiatives with projects
like the India-Middle East-Europe Economic
Corridor (IMEC).

e Expand cooperation in critical minerals, green
hydrogen, and digital technologies.

e Ensure policy continuity and execution
through joint monitoring frameworks.




