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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

India reaffirmed commitment to a balanced,
mutually beneficial bilateral trade agreement
with the U.S.
MEA rejected claims that negotiations stalled
due to lack of PM-level communication;
confirmed multiple leader-level interactions in
2025.
Trade talks continued through ministerial
engagements despite public remarks from U.S.
officials suggesting a breakdown.
Parallel U.S. legislative move proposes very
high tariffs on countries importing Russian oil,
impacting India’s energy trade.
India reiterated energy security and
affordability as core policy priorities.
India reaffirmed commitment to International
Solar Alliance (ISA) despite U.S. withdrawals
from some multilateral platforms.
Concerns raised regarding treatment of
migrants amid U.S. immigration enforcement
actions, relevant to Indian diaspora.

Key Points
India–U.S. trade volume: >$200 billion (goods +
services).
Negotiations ongoing since early 2025; proximity
to agreement acknowledged by both sides earlier.
U.S. trade stance increasingly linked to
geopolitical compliance (Russia–Ukraine conflict).
India maintains strategic autonomy in trade and
energy sourcing.
ISA remains central to India’s climate diplomacy
and South–South cooperation.
Diaspora considerations add a people-centric
dimension to bilateral ties.

Static Linkages 
Strategic autonomy in Indian foreign policy.
Bilateral trade agreements vs multilateral WTO
framework.
Energy security as an element of national security.
Diaspora as soft power and foreign policy
stakeholder.
Climate governance and renewable energy
cooperation.
Separation of trade policy and foreign policy
objectives (normative debate).

Critical Analysis
Positives

Continued dialogue reflects maturity and
resilience of India–U.S. relations.
India’s stance protects domestic economic
interests and policy space.
Leadership in ISA strengthens India’s global
climate role.

Concerns
Politicisation of trade negotiations may
undermine economic rationality.
Tariff threats could disrupt global trade norms
and supply chains.
External pressure on energy choices may affect
affordability and inflation.

Way Forward
Insulate trade negotiations from episodic political
statements.
Diversify energy basket while accelerating
renewable capacity.
Engage proactively with U.S. legislature and
strategic community.
Uphold WTO-consistent trade practices and
dispute mechanisms.
Leverage diaspora diplomacy for stabilising
bilateral engagement.
Continue leadership in ISA to reinforce climate
credibility.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Large-scale anti-government protests erupted
across Iran, triggered by economic distress and
political repression.
Iranian authorities signalled a hard security
crackdown as fatalities crossed 50, with over
2,270 detentions reported by Human Rights
Activists News Agency.
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei
directly blamed the United States and labelled
protesters as “terrorists”.
U.S. President Donald Trump reiterated
support for protesters and threatened
retaliation if killings continue.
The protests tested the mobilising capacity of
exiled opposition leader Reza Pahlavi, son of
Iran’s last Shah.

Key Points
Internet shutdowns and communication
blackouts imposed nationwide to curb
mobilisation.
Iranian judiciary warned of “maximum
punishment without leniency” for protesters.
State media alleged involvement of foreign
agents (U.S. and Israel).
Protest slogans included support for the pre-
1979 monarchy, a rare and historically
sensitive development.
U.S. threats gained significance in light of its
recent intervention against Nicolás Maduro.

Static Conceptual Linkages 
Iran is a theocratic republic based on Velayat-
e-Faqih (Guardianship of the Islamic Jurist).

Supreme Leader holds real power, overriding
elected institutions (President, Parliament).
Iran is a signatory to ICCPR, making:

Excessive force
Internet shutdowns
Mass detentions
 legally questionable under international
law.

Historical parallel: 1979 Iranian Revolution
shows how economic hardship + legitimacy
crisis can lead to regime change.

Critical Examination 
State Perspective

Claims need to preserve sovereignty and
internal order
Fear of externally sponsored regime
change

Democratic & Ethical Perspective
Disproportionate use of force violates
human rights
Suppression increases radicalisation and
instability

Geopolitical Angle
U.S. rhetoric may strengthen hardliners
within Iran
Limits scope for diplomatic resolution

Way Forward 
Political accommodation and limited reforms
to restore legitimacy
Gradual lifting of communication restrictions
Independent investigation into civilian deaths
International engagement through diplomacy,
not coercion
Economic stabilisation to address root causes
of unrest
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

October 2025: Suicide of a young lady doctor
in Phaltan (Satara, Maharashtra).
Dying declaration alleged rape and harassment
by a police official and another person.
Allegations of administrative inaction despite
pleas for help.
Public remarks by Chairperson, Maharashtra
State Commission for Women revealed private
details of victim’s personal communications.
Raised concerns of secondary victimisation
(character assassination) despite existence of
women-centric criminal laws.

Key Points
Primary failure: Inadequate institutional
response to sexual harassment allegations.
Secondary harm: Victim-blaming and character
assassination through public commentary.
Legal context:

Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 2013
(“Nirbhaya Act”) aimed to prevent victim
shaming.
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), 2023 and
Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam (BSA), 2023
continue victim-centric approach.

Evidence protection:
Section 50, BSA (earlier Section 53A, IEA):
Victim’s sexual history irrelevant to
consent.

Section 48, BSA (earlier Section 146, IEA):
Bars questions on immoral character or
past sexual experience.

Identity protection:
Section 72, BNS (earlier Section 228A IPC):
Prohibits disclosure of victim’s identity,
including deceased victims, without
authority.

Judicial position: Supreme Court has
consistently rejected “loose morals”
arguments and condemned victim-blaming.

Static Linkages
Article 14 – Equality before law.
Article 15(3) – Special provisions for women.
Article 21 – Right to life with dignity.
Justice Verma Committee Report (2013)
recommendations.
Criminal jurisprudence principles: relevance
of evidence, burden of proof, fair trial.

Critical Analysis
Positives:

Strong legal framework against victim-
blaming post-2013.
Clear judicial safeguards protecting
dignity of survivors.

Challenges:
Weak implementation and lack of
sensitisation.
Extra-judicial comments by authorities
dilute rule of law.

Institutional gap: Disconnect between legal
intent and administrative behaviour.
Ethical concern: Public functionaries
engaging in character judgment violate
constitutional morality.

Way Forward
Mandatory gender-sensitisation and trauma-
informed training for police and statutory
bodies.
Clear guidelines restricting public
commentary by officials on ongoing
investigations.
Strengthening forensic and victim-support
infrastructure.
Accountability mechanisms for institutional
victim-shaming.
Public awareness to eliminate societal
tolerance of victim-blaming.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

December 2025: Israel officially recognised
Somaliland as an independent state.
Somaliland has existed as a de facto state
since 1991, but is internationally considered
part of Somalia.
The move has major implications for Red Sea
security, Horn of Africa geopolitics, and great-
power rivalry.
The most significant strategic impact is on
China.

Key Points 
China condemned Israel’s move, reiterating
Somaliland as an “inseparable part” of Somalia.
China’s position is driven by:

One China Policy (Taiwan issue),
Protection of territorial integrity principle,
Strategic interests in the Red Sea–Gulf of
Aden.

Somaliland established official ties with Taiwan
in 2020, rare in Africa.
Bab el-Mandeb Strait:

Critical maritime choke point.
Links Red Sea with Gulf of Aden.
Vital for China’s trade and energy security
(Maritime Silk Road).

China’s first overseas military base (2017) is
located in Djibouti.
Israel’s move may enable a new security–
logistics hub backed by Israel, UAE, and
possibly the US.
China fears erosion of its strategic leverage
near Djibouti.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Challenges rigid interpretation of sovereignty.
Highlights importance of governance and
stability in legitimacy debates.
Diversifies strategic options in Red Sea
security.

Concerns
Risk of proxy conflicts in Horn of Africa.
Increased militarisation of Red Sea corridor.
Undermines African Union norm of colonial
borders.
Complicates China’s non-interference
narrative.

China’s Dilemma
Oppose recognition → risk pushing Somaliland
closer to rivals.
Accept reality → weakens One China stance.
Likely response: economic pressure,
diplomacy, information warfare, UNSC
leverage.

Way Forward 
Promote multilateral engagement under
UN/AU.
Avoid escalation; prioritise maritime security
cooperation.
Develop norms for engaging de facto states
without destabilisation.
For India: safeguard Red Sea SLOCs while
maintaining strategic autonomy.

Static Linkages 
Montevideo Convention, 1933:
Statehood criteria — population,
territory, government, capacity for
foreign relations.
Westphalian Sovereignty: Territorial
integrity and non-interference.
One China Policy: Taiwan as integral
part of China.
Strategic Choke Points (NCERT
Geography): Bab el-Mandeb, Hormuz,
Malacca.
Military Bases Abroad: Instrument of
power projection and SLOC protection.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The U.S. has proposed a Russia Sanctions Bill
empowering the President to impose tariffs up
to 500% on countries importing Russian oil.
The move follows intensified U.S. focus on
Venezuela’s oil reserves after recent political
developments there.
These actions coincide with growing non-dollar
oil trade by major economies like China and
India after the Russia–Ukraine conflict.
The developments have revived debate on the
future of the petrodollar system and global
financial order.

Key Points
Petrodollar system refers to pricing and
settlement of global oil trade in U.S. dollars
since the 1970s.

Sanctions on Russia (post-2014 and post-2022)
led to discounted Russian crude, attracting
Asian buyers.
India emerged as a major importer of Russian
oil after 2022, enhancing energy security.
China increased oil purchases from Russia and
expanded yuan-denominated energy trade.
Use of non-dollar settlement mechanisms
indicates gradual diversification of reserve
currencies.
Growth of electric vehicles, especially in China,
is reshaping long-term oil demand.
Concerns over BRICS-led alternative financial
arrangements add pressure on dollar
dominance.

Static Linkages 
Collapse of Bretton Woods System (1971) and
emergence of dollar-based oil trade.
Role of OPEC–U.S. arrangements in sustaining
dollar primacy.
Reserve currency advantages: seigniorage,
lower borrowing costs.
Sanctions as a tool of foreign policy and
economic statecraft.
Global energy transition under Paris
Agreement commitments.

Critical Analysis
Positive Aspects

Highlights strategic importance of energy
security in global politics.
Encourages debate on reforming global
financial architecture.

Concerns
Overuse of sanctions may accelerate de-
dollarisation.
Tariff-based coercion risks global trade
fragmentation.
Conflict between fossil-fuel-centric policies
and climate goals.
Increased pressure on countries pursuing
strategic autonomy (e.g., India).

Way Forward
India should pursue energy diversification and
long-term clean energy transition.
Maintain strategic autonomy while avoiding
excessive financial exposure.
Support multilateral financial reforms
reflecting multipolar realities.
Strengthen domestic capacity in renewables,
EVs, and green finance.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context (Why in News)

India’s higher education sector is witnessing
accelerated reforms under NEP 2020, with
major developments during 2025–26.
Key triggers:

Operationalisation of Anusandhan National
Research Foundation (ANRF).
Launch of ₹1 lakh crore Research,
Development and Innovation (RDI) Scheme.
Proposal of Viksit Bharat Shiksha
Adhishthan Bill, 2025 to restructure
regulation.

Objective: Improve quality, flexibility, research
output, global competitiveness, and access in
higher education.

Key Developments
Research & Innovation

ANRF: Supports long-term research,
industry–academia collaboration, and
capacity building.
RDI Scheme: Focus on private sector
participation and market-oriented
innovation.

Academic Reforms
Four-year UG programmes with multiple
exit options.
Introduction of Bachelor’s with Honours in
Research for research depth.

Institutional Changes
Expansion of interdisciplinary education
(management, computing, liberal arts).
Inclusion of life skills, well-being,
apprenticeships in curricula.

Global Standing
54 Indian universities in QS World
University Rankings 2026.

Static Linkages 
Education in Concurrent List (7th Schedule).
Role of UGC, NAAC, NIRF in regulation and
quality assurance.
Demographic dividend and human capital
theory (NCERT).
Public–Private Partnership in social sector
(Economic Survey).
National Innovation System (STI Policy).

Critical Analysis
Positives

Institutionalises research funding and
governance.
Promotes multidisciplinary and flexible
learning.
Improves global visibility and rankings.
Aligns education with industry and
employability.

Challenges
Risk of over-centralised regulation.
Uneven capacity among State and rural
institutions.
Digital divide affecting equitable access.
Faculty shortages and weak research
mentorship.

Way Forward
Ensure regulatory autonomy with
accountability.
Invest in faculty development and research
infrastructure.
Bridge regional and digital gaps.
Promote industry–academia–startup
ecosystems.
Ethical and contextual use of AI in education.
Outcome-based accreditation and transparent
disclosure.

India: 4th most represented globally,
fastest rising G20 nation.

Global Mobility
Over 1.25 million Indian students abroad
(MEA).
Visa tightening increases need for quality
domestic education.

Technology Integration
Ministry of Education launched 4 AI
Centres of Excellence (Education, Health,
Agriculture, Sustainable Cities).

Science Education
Emphasis on experiential learning,
makerspaces, start-up and industry linkage.

Access & Scale
Target: 50% Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER)
by 2035.
Use of digital and hybrid learning models.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context 

US administration under Donald Trump has
withdrawn from 66 global organisations
related to climate, migration, gender, and
development.
Continued use of tariffs and unilateral trade
measures has weakened the global trading
system.
US actions seen as undermining the post-
World War II multilateral order.
Coincides with violation of Venezuela’s
sovereignty involving President Nicolás
Maduro.
Major implications for Global South and global
governance.

Key Points 
Post-war global order led by US through:

United Nations (1945, San Francisco).
International Monetary Fund & World Bank
(1944, Bretton Woods).

Objective: prevent beggar-thy-neighbour
policies and ensure global stability.
1971: Richard Nixon ended dollar–gold
convertibility (Nixon Shock).
US earlier criticised but largely supported
institutions; limited exits like UNESCO (1984).
Current withdrawal is large-scale and systemic,
unlike earlier episodic disengagements.

Static Linkages 
Bretton Woods System: fixed exchange rates,
IMF surveillance, World Bank lending.
UN Charter principles: sovereignty, non-
intervention, collective security.
Concept of multilateralism vs unilateralism.
Global public goods and development finance.

Critical Analysis 
Concerns

Weakening of rules-based international order.
Reduced funding and effectiveness of UN
agencies.
Disproportionate impact on Global South.
Precedent for unilateralism and disregard for
international law.

Limited Justifications
Assertion of national interest.
Domestic political signalling.
Criticism of inefficiencies in global institutions.

Way Forward 
Reform and democratise multilateral
institutions.
Greater leadership role for emerging powers
(India, Global South).
Diversified and predictable funding
mechanisms.
Strengthening adherence to international law.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context 

Editorial debate on whether the Reserve Bank
of India should stop managing rupee
depreciation.
Argument against free fall: RBI faces an
optimisation problem between exchange rate
realism and macro-financial stability.
Issue gains importance amid volatile global
capital flows and uncertain global growth.

Core Exam Points
“Fair value” ≈ equilibrium exchange rate
determined by long-term trade and capital
flows.
Real Effective Exchange Rate (REER) reflects
competitiveness after adjusting for inflation
and trade weights.
Early 2010s REER appreciation:

Driven by global quantitative easing,
High capital inflows into emerging markets.

IMF projections indicate declining global
savings → lower equilibrium capital inflows →
pressure on EM currencies.
Exact equilibrium rupee level cannot be
precisely identified ex-ante.

Why Sudden Rupee Depreciation is Risky
Past experience (2011, 2013): sharp
depreciation led to overshooting.

Lower hedging after 2023 increases corporate
balance sheet vulnerability.
Depreciation raises imported inflation via
adverse terms of trade.
Inflation limits RBI’s monetary policy space for
growth support.
Weak global demand and trade frictions
reduce export responsiveness.

RBI’s Preferred Strategy
Gradual movement towards equilibrium
exchange rate.
Use of managed float rather than clean float.
Allow limited two-way volatility to:

Improve price discovery,
Incentivise currency hedging.

FX intervention to smooth shocks, not fix a
level.
Strategic use of forex reserves as shock
absorbers.

Static Linkages 
Managed floating exchange rate regime (India).
REER vs NEER (NCERT Macro).
Terms of trade and inflation transmission.
Capital account volatility and sudden stop
risks.
Role of forex reserves in macroeconomic
stability.

Critical Analysis
Advantages of RBI’s Approach

Prevents disorderly depreciation.
Protects corporate and banking balance
sheets.
Controls inflation pass-through.
Maintains investor confidence.

Limitations
Drawdown of effective reserve buffers.
Risk of delayed market adjustment.
Potential moral hazard if intervention is
excessive.

Way Forward 
Maintain calibrated exchange rate flexibility.
Deepen onshore hedging markets.
Gradually reduce intervention near
equilibrium.
Align FX policy with evolving global capital
cycles.
Preserve reserve adequacy as per IMF ARA
framework.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Donald Trump began his second term with
withdrawal from major global environmental
commitments.
U.S. exited the Paris Climate Pact and
announced pullback from 66 international
organisations.
Key exits include UNFCCC and IPCC.
Decision reverses partial restoration of U.S.
climate engagement under Joe Biden.

Key Points
UNFCCC exit → U.S. no longer part of formal
climate negotiations.
IPCC exit → loss of U.S. scientific and
technological research inputs.
U.S. = largest historical cumulative GHG
emitter (IPCC AR6).
Climate finance already stressed:

Green Climate Fund – funding shortfalls.
Adaptation Fund – limited replenishment.
Loss and Damage Fund – operational but
underfunded.

Developed countries’ climate finance often
below economic capacity.

Middle-income countries receive higher share
of climate finance due to better institutional
capacity.
U.S. exited International Solar Alliance; never a
financial contributor.

Static Linkages
Common But Differentiated Responsibilities
(CBDR) – Rio Declaration, 1992.
$100 billion/year climate finance pledge –
UNFCCC decisions.
Global commons & multilateral environmental
agreements – NCERT Environment.
South–South cooperation – India Year Book.
Climate finance governance – Economic
Survey.

Critical Analysis
Issues

Weakens multilateral climate governance.
Increases climate finance gap.
Reduces scientific credibility of global
assessments.

Opportunities
Scope to reform climate governance
architecture.
Greater leadership role for Global South.
Platforms like ISA can gain prominence.

Way Forward
Prioritise climate finance for least developed
and vulnerable countries.
Strengthen Loss and Damage Fund with
predictable funding.
Expand South–South cooperation
mechanisms.
Enhance capacity building for low-income
countries.
Reduce over-dependence on single major
emitters.
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