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Trump asserts India cut import
of Russian crude to please him

LS. President says that Prime Minkster Modi wanted to ‘make him happy': Senator Graham claims India’s Ambassador asked
hie tor mnesclizate with the Prosiclent for lowering 2% pemalty tanifl; a Russia Sanctions Bill woulk) manedate up to 5000 tarifls
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

e Donald Trump claimed that India reduced oil
imports from Russia to secure favourable
trade terms with the U.S.

* Lindsey Graham supported the claim, citing
discussions with India’s Ambassador.

* The remarks came amid U.S. threats of
additional tariffs if India continues purchasing
Russian energy.

* Theissue intersects energy security, strategic
autonomy, and trade diplomacy.

* |ndia has not officially confirmed any
commitment to end Russian oil imports.

Key Points

* Russia emerged as a major crude supplier to
India after 2022, driven by discounted prices.

e The U.S. has imposed unilateral sanctions on
Russia without UN Security Council
authorisation.

e A proposed U.S. Senate bill seeks to impose up
to 500% tariffs on countries importing Russian
oil or uranium.

¢ [ndia has consistently maintained that energy
purchases are guided by national interest.

* The Ministry of External Affairs has earlier
termed such sanctions as “double standards”,
noting continued U.S. imports of Russian
commodities.

* Vinay Kwatra hosted a bipartisan U.S. Senate
delegation in December 2025, where the issue
was reportedly discussed.

Static Linkages
e Strategic autonomy as a core principle of
India’s foreign policy.
* UN Charter provisions on sovereign equality
and non-intervention.
e WTO principles on non-discriminatory trade
and tariff bindings.

* Energy security as part of national economic
planning.

* Federal executive authority over foreign trade
and diplomacy.

Critical Analysis
Positive Dimensions
e Discounted Russian crude helped contain
domestic inflation.
e Diversification of suppliers enhanced energy
security.
e Demonstrates India’s ability to pursue
independent foreign policy choices.
Concerns and Challenges
e Risk of retaliatory tariffs affecting exports such
as pharmaceuticals, IT services, and textiles.
e Erosion of multilateralism through unilateral
sanctions.
e Potential chilling effect on India-U.S. strategic
partnership.
e Precedent of economic coercion undermining
sovereign decision-making.
Stakeholder Perspectives
* India: prioritises affordable energy and
strategic autonomy.
e U.S.: leverages trade tools to enforce
geopolitical objectives.
e Global South: wary of extra-territorial
sanctions regimes.
e Oil markets: increased fragmentation and
politicisation.

Way Forward

e Maintain diversification of crude sources while
avoiding over-dependence.

e Reiterate commitment to rule-based
multilateral order.

e Engage diplomatically to decouple energy
trade from security alliances.

e Strengthen domestic renewable and strategic
petroleum reserves.

e Use WTO and G20 platforms to challenge
unilateral trade measures.

e Balance geopolitical partnerships without
compromising national interest.



Indian aviation safety its dangerous credibility deficit

n March 20, 2006, the Chairman of

the International Civil Aviation

Organization (ICAD), Assad Kotoite,

delivered this message in Moatreal
whille addressing the Directors General of Civil
Aviation Conference on Global Aviation Safety
Seratey: “It must be a strategy that recognizes
that a weakness in one is 2 weaknes in all. And
thee thread that must run throwgh this strategy is
transparency. By being transparent and frecly
sharing information with each other and the
public, you recapture the ability to act as one, 0
reinforoe cach others” actions, and to strengthen
public confidence.

“¥ou will be better able to stand united againsg
those who compromise aviation safety... For me,
one acchlent was always one (oo many, and the
less: of e one life, weas one tod many:, Like all of
yious here, | was entrusted with 2 noble misgion, to
protect the lives and well- being of the ravelling
public, We have done and nust continue to do
everything within our power to make sure they
et o their destination safely and unharmed, and
lhnnameonﬂngwndwﬂ]belculedm
injured because of an aircraft accident

O, Jume 12, 2025, Adr India fight 171 crashed at
Ahmedabad, Gujarat within a minute of s
take-off. Ot of the 242 passengers, there was one
a.m'rvw while 19 people were killed on the
ol

mdmbawnn of ICAD and hs o comply
with ICAO Anrsex 13 Standards for Aircraft
Accident and Incident Investigation. The National
Transportation Safety Boare (NTSB) of the United
thee Air Accident igation Burcau
(AATE) of the United Kingdom were panticpants
inthe i The Cockpit
(CVED and the Digital Flight Data Recorder
(DFDR) were recovered by June 16 and the NTSB's
help was taken in downloading and decosding the
contents of the two reconders as the Indian
authorities did not have the expenise to retrieve
all the data. The NTSB and AAIB were aware of
L'heoonnean ‘l‘helrldlanwenumn st akso
.......
pmrmkm fior the chief investigator of AAIR India.
This was a chear pointer that it was a serious
issue,

A vague repart, the facts
The vague Preliminary report that was released a
manth after the crash, dearly mentioned two
poims, First, the fuel control switches of both
hiad moved to cut off from three to four
seconds after 1if-off, Second, ane pilog asked the
other pilot “why did you do that?* And the other
responds T did not do that.” 1t has been cleasly
established that the fuel control switches can
anly be moved mechanically by Bfting the spring
Ioaded switches from run and moving and

the Civil Awiation
Safety Adviiory
Comnail [CASAC),

India

The transparent
and the truthful
eport
I'ﬂ'“m!-"'-‘d on

dropiping them ino the cut off gae. These
switches do not move due an electrical failure or
sodtware glitch. The DFDR and CVE would lave
elearly indicated what had happened in those
critical 15 seconds = what was being spoken in
the oockpit, whio was handling the fight controls
and all the ambéent sounds in the cockpit area.
The NTSH has the best expertise 1o iderify the:
excact data.

fome by i bry Thie Wall

Imnmediately after the Al IT] cragh, the site was
not sanitised, Television crew and cameramen
were seen mcllwwgllovc{l?e_sl_tﬂ trampling on

investigations began, and wiping out important
clues. The airport was opened in three hours,
with the zero availability of rescue and fire

Ewery flight that og d in this
phase did ot have rescue and fire fighting

Street Journal .nj..uyzms and also in
November 2025 - it appears that there was
friicton between the U5, and Indian ammmlc-.s

standby, endangering the lives of
every air passenger and even those an the

nydﬂamm findings amd couching the fcts

nnmmm\'lsnwtuumy nmpu-nrrhnk—.d

and the truthful mpu'(ma.llmihsuhismm(
il mrlﬂﬂuﬂﬂmlheﬂﬂynrlhemﬂl-

the AAIB is playing

mllnlle hands of YouTubers and social meglia
marratives. ACARS and Inmarsat data are being

quoted as pm(dmeﬂj,glllhm;goptnlmh

Wiens. i ckat
between th

appears to be a dream. Political
mponwﬂlno(lind favour with the NTSE. From
what this writer hears from former top safety
officials in the U.5., the breakdown between U3,
and Indian authorites is the worst he has
witmnessed and the worst he has seen In an
international accident investigation,

The state of aviation
Invdia has had three Ftal socklents in the past 15
yﬂrs In 2000, Praful Patel, then Minister of Chil
o, cieclared that Mangalone airport

ml:fﬂrms:o ‘all standards of ICAD. The Court of
Inquiry commisted, under his Ministry,
comvendently drafied a repart vﬂﬂlailawo(]k‘s
Blaant violations such as a
structure holding the I‘nsu'umcm
Localiser, that a rescue and fire ﬁd\!mtm(kwt
stuck outside a gave and never reached the
burning aircraft, were covered up. The only
positive aspect of the report was the
bensification of the dangers of flying in hours
during the Window of Circacian Low amd the ck
of rest for crew.

The Directorate General of Civil Aviation’s Civil
Aviation Requirements Iuw been undergoing

g Lhar operated the sysmu
and an authorised person in the subscribing
company, The entire chain of messages will be in
an encrypted format. A dmple example is how
wsers of wlamsf\pp are confident sbout thelr

beedneg secure. The refusal of Apple o
cnrrw ‘with the Indian Government order 1o
preload a cybersafety app citing privacy,
security, and comsent lssues that go agains s
lobal policies is another example, 1t is to the
credit of the airline, Air India, that it has not
commented or responded vo many of these
SIFMEE NAFTalives.

Alesson to learn
Thve Ministry of Civil Aviation and the AAIR
should note how the FAA and NTSB act aftera
crash. When a UPS cargo MD-1 aircraft crashed
on Noveriber 4, 2005, the NTSE had press
briefings on November 5, 6 and 7, with its
findings after thee CVR and the DFDR had been
dovwnboaded and analysed. By November 9, the
FaA issued an Emergency Airworhiness
Directive grounding the alrcraf

‘The NTS# and the FAA were aware of the CVR
and DFDR data wuhmaw\:ek of the AITTI crash. If
there filures

15 yeal due
o pressure from :ljrllneowmls .ﬁnmmplel.s
the way Indign, 2 leading private air

on the Boeing 787, .\sbelrgpmjenedb)' “sviation
iliterates’ (as a former NTSH nvestigator

disrupbed air travel for I'
across Endia and the Minister and the DGCA 1
thelr knees.

En 2020, there was the air arash in Kezhikode.
There again, there was scant action by Aviation
Minster, Hardeep Singh Purd, and later,
j}ulndnyasdnd]a on safety mmuu

the FAA would have grounded
all Boelng TETs. The very fact that no such action
hias been done ks a clear indication that they
know the reason behind the crash.

India's standing i dropping everyday on the
diiplomutic front. [t s the same as far &5 India's
credibility in sviation safety investigation ks

the
air crash in
June 2025
appears

o be a dream

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

e Fatal crash of Air India Flight 171 shortly after
take-off from Ahmedabad in June 2025 with

large loss of life.

* |ndia conducted investigation as a signatory to
the International Civil Aviation Organization

(ICAO).

e Technical assistance taken from the National
Transportation Safety Board (USA) and Air

adrport. 1‘hr dﬁdlmanlualcwmiwm
long passed. We are now in 2026 and there are no
restrictions in operations. The DGCA, as is the
norm, dances to political pressure and is Giling in
e duty 1o ensure passenger safity.

Accidents Investigation Branch (UK).

* Delay and opacity in release of findings raised
concerns about transparency and credibility of

India’s aviation safety regime.

Key Points

e Aircraft accident investigation governed

globally by ICAO Annex 13.

e Cockpit Voice Recorder (CVR) and Digital Flight
Data Recorder (DFDR) recovered within days.

e Preliminary report indicated fuel control
switches moved to ‘cut-off’ seconds after lift-

off.

* Fuel control switches are mechanically
operated - not software/electrical failure.

* No global grounding of aircraft type by
regulators like Federal Aviation Administration,
indicating absence of systemic design flaw.

e Crash site not fully secured immediately,

risking loss of crucial evidence.

The: crash of Al 171 has dravwn worklwide
attention. For India to isolate isell witha
self-centred ego, is going to take it down a

Rsalating fored m
meﬁll?!cmshmpmnadsmmmnd

Static Linkages

e [nternational conventions ensure
uniform civil aviation safety standards.

* Independence of regulators essential for
credible investigations.

e Disaster management principle:
evidence preservation during response
phase.

e Transparency strengthens public trustin
governance.

e Safety regulation as part of critical
infrastructure governance.

Critical Analysis
Positives
* International cooperation in technical
investigation.
* Recovery of black boxes within short

time.
* No premature regulatory action without
evidence.
Concerns

e Delay in detailed disclosure violates
spirit of ICAO Annex 13.

e Perceived executive influence over
independent investigation.

e Weak enforcement culture within civil
aviation regulator.

* Poor crash-site management affecting
evidentiary integrity.

e Declining international confidence in
India’s safety oversight.

Ethical / Constitutional Angle

e Right to life includes safe public
transport systems.

e Transparency is part of constitutional
accountability.

Way Forward

e Statutory strengthening of
independence of accident investigation
body.

e Mandatory time-bound public briefings
after major accidents.

e Build indigenous capability for
CVR/DFDR decoding.

e Enforce strict crash-site protection
protocols.

¢ [nstitutionalise international peer review
for major air accidents.



The parallel track that keeps U.S.-India ties going

of the much:

Leaders” Summit hosted by india, the
underlying machinery of India-United States
cooperation remains vigarous and steadily
advancing. While political engagement appears
low, motably amdd .S, irade sanctions on India
mdlumm:mwthl’ﬂ:um Ihe

ln 2025, despite political strains and the

democracies continues 1o expand, panlculmy in
defence and technology cooperation. The visis of
India’s External Affairs Minister 5. Jaishankars
and the Indian Nawvy Chief 1o the U.S. must be
seen in this framework.

The Leaders” Surnamit, which New Delhi
was supposed 1o host, has been delayed amid
e mmmumﬁml‘rm allkzals. mnectlng
currei 1 that I
by challenges such as worsening trade relations.,
The LS, tariff regime levied on Indian goods and
Mew Delhi's recalibration of its diplomatic
posture amid perceptions of a “G-2" siyle
Wﬂth’mcni Tetween the U.5. and China have

factors, India’s exports to te
Uj whnda&oppedﬁaqﬂy im 2025, are a stark
indicator of these tensons.

Ecomomic frictions persist, especially with LS,
tariffs on India's purchase of Russian crude oil,
whille China and Pakistan enjoy lower tariffs and
even mnqﬂmud.mlamm:hm:u 5. In
returm, wart
access 1o the ULS, and eritical minerals mlpmmn
to American firms, is an economic decision with
Ec?pnhtxf] imperatives. Washington's

el in
sigrals from LS. offscials that relations with New
Dielhi remain vieal despite transactional
pressures,

In contrast to strained p-olhmlsasmk.
L The

July 2025 Quiad Foreign Hlmﬁ:rs’mucum in
Washingron unvelled new initkaives that spanned
maritime security, transnathonal threats,
coanmmic cooperation, critical technologies and
humanlurimefhﬂs O similar Enes, Guad's
Counerterrorism Working group also held s
third meeting in December 2025, all
demonstrating the Quad'’s continued operational
relevance beyond high-level poliical opaics.
Delence cosperation forms the backbaone of

A

P Bhatt
s Associate Professor
at the 0P, Jindal

ilaibal University,
Sanepat, Haryaas

While political
engagement
appears how,
institutional
collaboration
conlimes

o expand

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

e |n 2025, India-U.S. relations faced visible
political strain due to trade disputes, tariff .
measures, and postponement of the Quad .
Leaders’ Summit proposed to be hosted by

India.

e [ndia’s exports to the U.S. declined sharply,

this resilience. Since the 2008 India U5, civil

infrastructun: planning rmulrrmtmxs adhils o the
Al

nudear deal, defence and
have steadily deepened. The landmark signing of
adecade-Jong Defence Framework Agreement in
2025 marks a new chapeer, enhancing joint

coon r and
rechnological collsboration that Is designed po
buttress Indo-Pacific regional stability. This is
exemplified through regular bilateral military
exercizes, such as Yudh Abhyas ("War Practice’),
Tiger Claw and Malabar, which pmmone

illity and trust

Oiled by def ) e

and reglonal le'\!ls..lhehawuml Quad Pors of
the Furure Conference, held around india
Maritime Week in Mumbai in early November

resilient and secure ports that keverage shared
expertise and investments, Co-organised by the
Ministry of Ports, Shipping. and Waterways and
the Ministry of External Affairs, it emphasised
that quality infrastrecture development is a
rrun:l dimsension of (uad conperation,

Suwe'me polizical upheavslbrwg!uhry
India-U.5, maclear deal, bilateral ties have been
predominantly driven by defence and veehnology

the broader regional connectivity.

Build deeper institutional understanding
Despite political challenges, this enduring
seveals the India-US.

agreements. Over the years, the =
have signed various agreements, including the
2023 Indiar US Defence Acoeberation Fxm:m
(INDUS:
such as the Logistics

relationship's dual-track dynamic. While political
leaders manage strategic diplomacy with and
|n|hnal hllm.'su.m bumaucrauc and

Agreement (LEMOA) in 206, the
Communications numpnubﬂn) and Security
Agreement (COMCASA, 2018) and the Basic

llaborations, Despite §
dn'"\.'massur.'lla domestic regulmory
frameworks and concerns about technology

Exchange and Coop ECA,
20200 amd the l‘rllnm'ronl.rudmdhm:m
nthW[m‘] to provide arnllmm
logistical support,

ksl drive
ﬂusml]nuhy
Such instiutional continuity may well be the
s greatest strength, fostering truss

shﬂmbctumlhc[m mlhm'k'j India’s
Ministry of Defence and the LS. Department of
Defence alio signed the Security of Supply
Arrangement (S0SA) in 2004, Despite political
challenges, defence cooperation remains strong.

In October 2005, a significant 10-year defence
framework agreement was signed by U.S.
Secretary of War Pete Hegseth and India’s
Deﬁem !Hn]s:cnu]mmsmmehJ;

while shielding essential cooperation from
political volatility, Bowever, analysts have
cauioned that bilaseral ties may strisgle to
regain full momentum, even if trade disputes are
resobved.

Lowking abead to 2006, both nations must
irmvest in a deeper institutional undersianding -
defence and . Learning about structumes
and institutions, appreciating the processes, and

| pact aims dination,
Hl{onmadm sharing and technological
collaboration o promote regional sabiliy and
deterrence,

Building unmudmuamm
defes

ping resilient relationships with ather
oountries require comtinuous efforts.
cooperation into broader sectors can bufld the
mustual trust essential during pelitical lows. The
n.'s:ll:ncr ul'l!‘n. Irnlia 105, partnership will

Iy on these parallel instinutional

a5 3 core pilla:nllndla—u 5. relations. Further
bolstering defence ties, Insdian acrospace glant,
Hindustan Aeronautics Limited signed a
biltion-dollar deal, in November 2025, with the
.55 General Electric for fighter jet engines,
Similarly the joint U.S.-India NASA ISRO Symthetic
Aperture Racar (NISAR) satellite, Lumehed in July
3025 for disaster resilience, agricultune and

reflecting economic and trade-related

frictions.

* Despite political challenges, institutional

cooperation between the two countries

continued to expand, particularly in defence,

technology, maritime security and
infrastructure.

e High-level visits by Indian leadership to the
U.S. highlighted continuity beyond headline

political disagreements.

Key Points

¢ [nstitutional engagement between India and
the U.S. remained active even when summit-

level diplomacy slowed.
* Quad Foreign Ministers’ Meeting (2025)

launched initiatives on maritime security,
transnational threats, critical technologies and

humanitarian assistance.
* Quad Counterterrorism Working Group

continued operations, showing functional o

relevance of Quad mechanisms.

* A 10-year defence framework agreement
signed in 2025 strengthened coordination,

information-sharing and technological
collaboration.

tracks, which have so far, mlub'lm[eflecdvelr

< the allianee's

in b

landscape. While political summits may pause,
institutions keep the dialogue alive, working
together on muetual arcas, and having long term
partnerships that can survive the short and
medium-erm headwinds.

Defence cooperation includes regular
joint exercises aimed at interoperability
and trust-building.

Multiple defence-enabling arrangements
are operational, allowing logistics
sharing, secure communications,
geospatial intelligence exchange and
industrial collaboration.

Defence industrial cooperation
expanded through fighter jet engine
manufacturing and technology
partnerships.

Joint satellite missions enhanced
cooperation in disaster management,
agriculture and infrastructure planning.
Quad-led initiatives on resilient port
infrastructure emphasized quality,
security and regional connectivity.

Static Linkages
e Defence diplomacy as an instrument of foreign policy.
e |nstitutionalism in international relations as a

Way Forward

Diversify cooperation into trade, climate action,

education and supply chains.

e Strengthen institutional dispute-resolution
mechanisms for economic issues.

e Deepen defence industrial collaboration with
technology transfer and indigenisation.

e Enhance bureaucratic and military-to-military
engagement for continuity.

stabilising force.

Indo-Pacific strategy and maritime security.

Balance of power and deterrence in multipolar

geopolitics.

¢ Role of technology and infrastructure in strategic
partnerships.

Critical Analysis
e Positive aspects
o Institutional mechanisms insulated core
cooperation from political volatility.
o Defence and technology cooperation strengthened
India’s strategic capabilities.
o Quad demonstrated relevance beyond leader-level
summits.
e Challenges
o Trade disputes and tariff pressures weakened
economic trust.
o Over-reliance on defence cooperation risks
narrowing the partnership.
o Regulatory constraints and technology
interoperability issues persist.
e Strategic Concerns
o Transactional diplomacy may undermine long-term
strategic predictability.
o Divergent approaches on global trade and energy
security could resurface tensions.



Hierarchy of roles

The state must not be allowed to
normalise prolonged incarceration

sing the terms of the Unlawful Activities
U (Prevention) Act (UAPA), the Supreme

Court of India has grouped the accused in
the Delhi riots case of 2020 based on their ‘hie-
rarchy of participation”, denying bail for Umar
Khalid and Sharjeel Imam while granting it under
strict conditions to the other five appellants, Gul-
fisha Fatima, Meeran Haider, Shifa-ur-Rehman,
Mohd. Saleem Khan, and Shadab Ahmed. The
Court emphasised Section 43D(5) of the Act,
which only requires courts to assess whether the
accusations are prima facie true, and thus reject-
ed the defence of prolonged incarceration and
narrowed Khalid's and Imam's options. The pro-
secution has always alleged that the riots were
the result of a plan allegedly coordinated in prot-
est networks and WhatsApp groups. People rou-
tinely plan protests on messaging apps and that is
not inherently suspicious. But the state has per-
suaded the Court that the articles of organisation
are evidence of a terroristic design. However, the
Court has treated “terrorist acts” under Section
15 as being able to cover more than overt vio-
lence, including threatening to disrupt services,
an interpretation that could have a chilling effect
by emboldening governments to use stringent
preventive detention under UAPA and, in polit-
cal cases, to normalise the pursuit of prolonged
incarceration without trial.

The Court using its *hierarchy of participation’
as the basis to relieve all but two people is unfair
when the evidence to establish it has yet to be
tested in court. Khalid and Imam were arrested
as young men and have now spent five years in
custody. The passage of time weighs more heavily
«on youth; if the courts find no case later, the dam-
age done by prolonged incarceration cannot be
undone. The UAPA's provisions vest the state
with an unrelieved power to snare those charged
under the Act and prevent easy exits. But the ex-
istence of such power should also be weighed
against the charges. There is a difference bet-
ween, say, the perpetrators of the 26/11 Mumbai
attacks, which informed parts of the UAPA, and
Khalid's and Imam's alleged roles in the Delhi
riots. The state has often invoked the Act tocrush
any opposition to its decisions even without an
act of terrorism on the ground, revealing its ove-
rarching anxiety to quell dissent over entertain-
ing the constitutional right to protest. The trial
against Khalid and the others has not begun be-
cause, among other reasons, the sessions court
has yet to frame charges and there are reportedly
around 700 witnesses, That the Court granted
bail to the five should be a sign for trial courts to
rationalise witness lists and ensure that trials, in-
cluding that of the Delhi riots, begin without un-
due delay.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

In 2026, the Supreme Court of India ruled on
bail pleas of accused charged under the
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA) in
the 2020 Delhi riots case.

Bail was denied to Umar Khalid and Sharjeel
Imam, while conditional bail was granted to
five co-accused.

The Court classified the accused using a
“hierarchy of participation”.

The ruling relied primarily on Section 43D(5) of
UAPA.

Trial has not yet commenced; charge framing
pending with a very large witness list.

Key Points

Section 43D(5) UAPA restricts bail if
accusations appear prima facie true.

Courts cannot examine evidentiary credibility
at the bail stage.

“Terrorist act” under Section 15 was
interpreted broadly to include disruption of
essential services.

Prolonged incarceration (around five years)
was not considered sufficient ground for bail.
Use of digital communication platforms was
treated as evidence of organisational intent.
Bail to five accused included strict conditions
limiting speech and political activity.

Static Linkages

Article 21: Personal liberty and due process of
law.

Article 19(1)(a) and 19(1)(b): Freedom of speech
and peaceful assembly.

Presumption of innocence until conviction.
Bail is the rule, jail is the exception (general
criminal law principle).

Preventive detention and special security laws
as exceptions to CrPC norms.

Doctrine of proportionality in restricting
fundamental rights.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Upholds legislative intent behind stringent
anti-terror law.

Recognises differentiated roles among
accused.

Avoids judicial overreach at the bail stage.

Concerns

Broad interpretation of “terrorist act” risks
criminalising protest.

Prolonged pre-trial detention undermines
Article 21.

“Hierarchy of participation” based on untested
evidence.

Normalisation of incarceration without trial.
Chilling effect on dissent and democratic
participation.

Way Forward

Time-bound framing of charges and
commencement of trials.

Rationalisation of witness lists in complex
cases.

Periodic judicial review of long incarceration
under special laws.

Clearer legislative thresholds for defining
terrorist acts.

Stronger balance between national security
and civil liberties.



Off the guard rails

Those abusing an Al model’s capabilities
with illegal requests must face action

he generative artificial intelligence (AI)
T chatbot Grok developed by social media

platform X, formerly Twitter, has a sordid
but compelling unique service proposition: it
avoids the kinds of safeguards, both commonsen-
sical and cautious, that other large firms such as
OpenAl and Google have instituted in their large
language models. This laissez parler attitude has
resulted in novelties, such as the chatbot freely
insulting national politicians and celebrities alike.
But a specific behaviour that has come to light in
recent days is alarming: Grok has been respond-
ing to user requests to non-consensually generate
sexually suggestive and explicit images of wo-
men. Days after New Year's eve, when such re-
quests crowded Grok's X account, the behaviour
continues, in spite of stunned reactions and de-
mands for guard rails from India and France. In
response to calls for accountability, X's billionaire
owner Elon Musk has responded not with reassu-
rances, but with a joking request for the chatbot
to dress him skimpily too, as though doing so to
oneself and subjecting strangers to such a crime
— for it is a crime to create imagery like this —
were in any way comparable, Mr. Musk’s other
corporate entities have chimed in with jokes of
their own, dismissing the gravity of the public-
facing capabilities they have put in the hands of
users.

The Union government has rightly demanded
that X cease image generation of this kind, and
pointedly referred to the criminal nature of gen-
erating sexually explicit imagery of women in this
manner. On top of the viscerally provocative na-
ture of such patently criminal content, Grok has
added to the overall hostility of being a gender
minority on the Internet. There are aspects of
this where neither the government nor social me-
dia platforms have inspired much confidence,
with sexual violence and death threats to promi-
nent and ocutspoken women transpiring with im-
punity in both cyberspace and the real world. X's
impunity rests on an assumption that the geopol-
itical power of the United States, especially under
its current government, will protect it from any
serious blowback for its cruel handling of such
sensitive matters. Even as the government push-
es back against the social media platform — which
it has not necessarily done with virtuous aims in
the past it must vigorously push for the prose-
cution of people who encourage the public crea-
tion and circulation of non-consensual intimate
imagery. The easy proliferation of these tools
must not be coupled with a fearlessness to lever-
age their worst capabilities, and this must be
made clear by making an example of those who

do.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

Generative Al chatbot Grok, developed by X,
was found generating non-consensual sexually
explicit images of women.

The issue surfaced prominently after New Year
2026 through public user interactions on the
platform.

Governments including India and France raised
concerns over lack of safeguards.

The Union Government directed the platform
to halt such image generation, citing criminal
liability.

The incident triggered debate on regulation of
generative Al, intermediary responsibility, and
online safety of women.

Key Points

Generative Al can create synthetic images
without consent, amplifying cyber sexual
violence.

Platform-level safeguards in some Al systems
remain weak or deliberately minimal.
Non-consensual intimate imagery is
recognised globally as a serious digital crime.

Cross-border nature of platforms complicates
enforcement of domestic laws.

Gender minorities face disproportionate harm
due to Al-enabled abuse.

Static Linkages

Right to life includes dignity, privacy, and
bodily autonomy.

Freedom of speech is subject to reasonable
restrictions in the interest of decency and
morality.

Doctrine of intermediary liability and due
diligence obligations.

State’s positive obligation to protect women
from exploitation.

Ethical use of emerging technologies.

Critical Analysis
Issues Highlighted

Absence of binding global standards for
generative Al governance.

Platform owners exercising disproportionate
power without accountability.

Existing cyber laws not fully equipped for Al-
generated harms.

Difficulty in attributing liability between user,
platform, and Al developer.

Normalisation of misogyny through
technological tools.

Balancing Concerns

Innovation vs regulation dilemma.
Free speech vs protection from harm.
National laws vs global digital platforms.

Way Forward

Enact Al-specific legal framework defining
accountability and liability.

Mandate safety-by-design and content
moderation standards for Al models.
Strengthen intermediary due diligence norms
for generative tools.

Ensure swift prosecution for creation and
circulation of non-consensual imagery.
Enhance international cooperation for
regulation of global platforms.

Promote gender-sensitive and rights-based
digital governance.



Beyond Maduro, why Delhi has anew
window of opportunity in theregion
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ONALD TRUMP'S decision

1o seize and whick away

Vemsezuelan President Nico-

lis Madura to a Kew York

prison over the weskend will
godown as one of the mare sudaclous US
Interventions in Latin America and
beyond, The US Presldent’s strategy this
time seems bess about “regime change™
and more about “regime seduction”™ 1f his
plan to co-cipt the rest of the Maduro estab-
lishment succeeds, it could unbeah lasting
Feopalitical consequL i,

For India. this |2 as good 4 medment as
any o shed the prolonged neglect of Latin
America Delhi’s officil reaction against the
US intervention has been criticised as too

malrs (o be seen | Washington and Car-
cas can now negotiate a sustainable ar-
rangernent in the coming days.
recrieritation of post-Maduro
Venemuela, long the hubsof ani-American
activity i the reglon backed by Cuba, Iran,
and China, would mark a deamatic
change in the reglon’s geopolitics at theee
levels: The lulueﬂ:hn nfj\ml:rl:and:uml

afthe r;gmwpumﬂjm acrossacanti-
reent long shaped by ledt-wing popubism
anderiminalmafias, and adinet chalbenpe
terCubun, Bussian, and Chiness ambitions
in Latin America.

Critles at home have ssked why Indis
did ot speak out mose forcefully sgainst
an American action that violates Intema
thenal law, But India showed similar re-
straint after Russia’s invasion of Ukraine
in 2022 and during the US and Israeli
strikes on Irar's nuclear facilities. During
the Codd War, Isdia routinely condemned
Westerm Interventions while glossingover
Sowiet omves — reflecting s aligmement with
Hoscow. Today's India Issparing in mosal
sermonsdinected at majos partners. Dethi
na lomger entertains an innocent belsef in
the magis mational lmw. it

timid incomparisonto
its BRICS pastners. Dethi's caution could
wiell be vindicated if interim president

i wilh Wit hingtom biads Dod new nelation-
shipbetwoen Venczuela and the US.

‘The talkcs between the Maduro estab-
lishment and the U5 are not new, The
EBiden adminkstration sought to befriend
Maduro after the 2022 Russian invasianof
Ukraine in order bo bring Venezuelan oil
i

is only on Chinese violations of sover-
Tndia speaks af

arms, Afer all, India is at the receiving

e of Beijlags territorial expan-

shonism. Venezuela, in contrast,

Is distant from: India’s core stra-

Amesicassawhole, While Brls President.
Luiz Indcio Lula da Silva, has condemned
the US operation, his opponents at home
have welcomed . Many conservative

Ity Strategy calls the “Tramp Corollary™

s admed squarely at curbing Ching's econ-
omic influence in the region. As the US
pressures Latin American states to rethink

partiesacs il ital bech-
Misuro's euster from power in Carscas, nology, and markets, many in the reglon
Overth hina have t

inwested big inthe Maduso regime as parm ol
thedrbroader efforttacuntest US prémacy in

1sifcal F
substitation India will have alotof roomto
explore wide-ranging commercial appar-

theWe: aposst-
American crder in th:wwld Imil;l hu
never identified with th

tunities
Inthe end., there 5 w0 mpm;lhn In-
di

mmmm:mmcmm'nmw
workl™, After all, the US s India’s most im-
pottant partner, and Delhi's real focus has
heenon bullding a “nsltipolar Asla” ar 1l-
milting Chirese doméinance In Asla,

et to treat Venezsela mercly as a dis-
tamt speciach: would bea mistake. Fordec-

has re-
mained superficial in Latin America. Al-
though Rabindranath Tagore visited

& 1924

Indla’s engagenent with the reghon has re-
malred shallow, Rosds in Delhi named
after South Amserican herocs like Simdn
Balivar and.José de San Martin cotadst with
astriking lack of political literacy about

- LatinAmeri andso-

- 15 001

bourhood, the extended neighbourhood,
and great powers. Latin America and Africa
hawvie reamadied nmusnginal o thi Indian di-
plomatic ¢ffo notwithstanding the epl-
sodicengagement,

“That neglect s o borger sensible. The
“Yeear of Tramp's Tariffs™ has forced India
tod versifiyits: rt markets. In that quest,
Latin America, with its combined GDFof

chety among Indian elites. The past fasci-

nation with Fidel Castro ar Che Guevara

prodisced more posers and T-shirts thay

purposelul policies, High-level Indian

political visits remain L CORTITME T
i - =

thin
encelimited,

‘AsSouth Americaerders anew palitical
phase —shaped by deep intemal churnand

aroumnd 85.5 willion and 2 -
i O million. Liider-ex-

relarions — [Rdis
s e i g Bl

phaned comanercial terrain. India’s
anmuax] bilsterad trade with the re-

AsSouth America entersa $a5bil-

print in the reglon, Tailing its BRICS
panners is pot much of a strategy. Delhi
d palitical

teghc concems, = mmwnwnwlm Belling

There s anceher factor reinfor- mﬂhmm Shap;d Isundadr, bt the fact ks that China's
g Dielhi's restraint: Indis does by deepintem EHTLAD trade with the region stands at
ot have misch i Latin d power about 22500 billion. And the city-

stem  American game, Bricil, asthelar-  relations — Indiamustseckto  state of Singapore does as uuch

Westen
sanctions against Moscow, In the past few
wentks, there have been continous negotl-
ations bevween Macuro and Washingoon,
but they were unsucoessful inthe end. Itne

pest courary in Latin America, al-
wes buks things to sany about the o=
plon’s developments. But it iz
irqernally divided. and so is Latin

decpenand widen its own
footprintin the region

‘radowith LatinAmericaas India.

Trumgys revival of a mascular
Monroe Doctrine — now shar-
e eyt ks Mational Secue-

geted trade diplomacy inthe region. Abave
all. India needs a sericas effor tounder-
stand the region 6o s own terms.

Themriteris candsibuting editor on

Jirwfad ol Linfwersity

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

e The United States carried out a direct
intervention resulting in the arrest and transfer
of the Venezuelan President to the U.S,,
marking a major escalation in Latin American
geopolitics.

e The approach indicates a shift from outright
regime change to co-opting domestic political
elites.

e |ndia responded with diplomatic restraint,
unlike some BRICS partners that issued
stronger condemnations.

e Theintervention aligns with the revival of the
Monroe Doctrine aimed at limiting extra-
hemispheric influence in Latin America.

Key Points

e Venezuela has long been a hub of anti-U.S.
politics with support from Cuba, Russia, China,
and Iran.

e Earlier U.S.-Venezuela engagement aimed to
bring Venezuelan oil into global markets after
sanctions on Russia.

e |ndia has followed a consistent pattern of
restraint in major power interventions (Ukraine
war, West Asia).

e Latin America’s combined GDP is about $5.5
trillion with a population exceeding 650
million.

e India-Latin America trade is about $45 billion

annually, far below China’s trade of around
$500 billion.

Static Linkages

e Sovereignty and non-intervention under the
UN Charter.

e Evolution of U.S. hemispheric dominance
through the Monroe Doctrine.

e India’s strategic autonomy and issue-based
alignment.

e Trade diversification in response to external
tariff and protectionist pressures.

Critical Analysis
e Advantages
o Maintains India’s strategic partnership with
the U.S.
o Avoids moral posturing with limited
material benefits.
e Concerns
o Weakens global norms related to
sovereignty and international law.
o [ndia’s limited engagement reduces its
influence in Latin America.
e Geopolitical Impact
o Reassertion of U.S. dominance in Latin
America.
o Direct challenge to Chinese and Russian
interests in the region.

Way Forward

¢ Enhance sustained diplomatic engagement
with Latin American countries.

e Use focused trade diplomacy to diversify
export markets.

e Build institutional expertise on Latin American
politics and economy.

e Engage pragmatically with Venezuela while
upholding sovereignty principles.



To make the new law work,
evaluate MGNREGA honestly

VB-GRAMG
quietly moves
away from
universal
entitlement to
targeted
benefits.
However,
would the
proposed
alternative
redress
inter-state
inequality?
Possibly not

HEMPULSE that led tothe pas-

sing of MGNREGA celebrated

the spirit of inclusive develop-

ment. However, theengineering

that rendered the spirit behind
MGNREGA Into functioning machinery
mmmm and unclogging. Unless we
recognise both achievements and challenges
facing MGNREGA. it will bedifficult torepair
it, and this omission will continue to haunt
boththe present programme aswell as s ne-
placement, VB-GRAMG,

How and where has MGNREGA suc-
oeeded ?Is primary success lies inuniversal
acoess that relies onself-targeting, reducing.
leeal bottlenecks, Making manual work
available regardlessofhousehold economic
statis removes gatekeeping by local elives.
Crerthe years, ithas provided asafety netto
householdsand towomeen and
older Indians who would not easily find
other jobs. Studies also suggest that it has
beeninstrumental inincreasing rural wages,

Monetheless, cracks developed in this
edifice over the years, reflected in growing
inequality between states, In 2011-12, Kerala
provided about 3.6 days of work per nural
resident, but by 2023-24, the number of days
had grown to 113 In contrast, UP
with 1.7 days of work in 2001-12 and 19 in
2023-24. However, UP's rural population is
considerably poorer, with a monthly per
capita l:xpenrillurcul'lts 3481 in 2023-24
compared to Rs 6,611 for Kerala, Universal
schemes are supposed to be more inchesive
of the poor. not kst What happened?

Partofthe problem isthat. sinceltsincep-
tion, neither the UPA nor the NDAallocated
sufficient funds for the scheme. Assuming,
only 50 days of work per rural household at
the lowest prevailing wageof Bs 234, to fully
fund the schemse would require more than
Rs2,10.000 crore in wages alone, Except for
the pandemic years, the Centre’s allocation
il ot exeeed B 86,000 crore, Ducloa sig-
nificantshortfall in funds, particularty in the
second half of the flscal year, payments for
materials from the Centre were frequently
delayed, forcing states to advanoe theirown
resources for infrastructure work. This
usually benefited richer states. State govern-

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

* Debate on effectiveness of MGNREGA has
resurfaced with the introduction of VB-G RAM
G as a proposed alternative.

e Concerns relate to underfunding, inter-state
inequality, and dilution of the rights-based
framework.

e Shift indicated from universal employment
guarantee to targeted and norm-based
allocation.

e Change in Centre-State funding ratio raises
equity and feasibility issues for poorer States.

Key Points
* MGNREGA provides legal entitlement of up to
100 days of wage employment to rural
households.
e Uses self-targeting mechanism, reducing
exclusion and elite capture.
e Acts as a social safety net during agrarian
distress and economic slowdowns.
* Has contributed to:

o Increased female labour force participation

anceefficiency in navigating the system also

played a role. Kerala, for example, was able
tospread work evenly throughout the year,
whereas nearly 40 per cent of the
MGNREGA days in UP were exhausted in
the first quaster,

Manystates combined other infrastre-
tureactivitieswith MGNREGA. Infrastruc-
ture schemes paid for construction ma-
terials, and MGINREGA paid for labour, This
was a mixed blessing, since district magls-
trates were under pressure to use
MGNREGA tosupplement infrastruciure
activities, even in prosperous districts
where local wages were higher
MGNREGA wages and demand for it was
low, sometimes resulting in an unholy al-
liance with contractors. This suggests that
ifthe MGNBREGA isto function as asafety net
forthe poorest, many of whom live inpoorer
states that face significant administrative
challenges, some restructuring is essential.

VB-G RAM G quidetly moves away from
universal entitlerment to targeted benedits,
Howeever, would the proposed alternative re-

dress inter-state inequality? Pessibly not,
fromuniversal to nomative al-

location that favours poorer states and
poorer districts within a state will create a
mechanism that directs funds to those who
need them most. However, the changed
‘Centre-state allocation ratiowill exacerbate
challenges for states unable to meet thelr
share. VB-G RAM G shifts the Centre-state
contribution ratio from 90-10 to 60-40 for
most stales, Poorer stabes may not be able
to meet this commitment. This could be
particularly challenging as fiscal space
available to states shrinks.

The challenge {5 1o honestly evaluate
‘which features of MGNREGA have stood the
testoftime and which require recalibration.
‘While the right to employment isa heart-

needs a wholehearted
commitment of resources. An unfunded
mandate leads to perversion of the original
Intent, making it only & “rght” in name thar
often excludesthe poor.

Thewriter is professar, NCAER and

University of Maryland, Views are personal

o Employment for elderly and marginal
workers

o Upward pressure on rural wages (Economic

Survey findings)

Inter-state divergence observed:
o High-performing States generate more workdays
per rural resident.
o Poorer States with higher poverty show lower
utilisation.
Chronic under-allocation of funds:
o Estimated wage requirement for even 50 days
exceeds %2 lakh crore annually.
o Actual allocations (except pandemic years)
significantly lower.
Delayed wage and material payments disadvantage
fiscally weaker States.
VB-G RAM G proposes:
o Targeted allocation instead of universal
entitlement.
o Revised Centre-State share from 90:10 to 60:40
(for most States).

Static Linkages

Right-based welfare approach

Fiscal federalism and vertical imbalance

Universal vs targeted welfare delivery
Employment generation as poverty alleviation tool
Gender dimensions of public employment
Administrative capacity and governance outcomes

Critical Analysis
Strengths of MGNREGA

Universal design minimises exclusion errors.
Statutory backing strengthens accountability.
Counter-cyclical role during economic shocks.

Structural Weaknesses

Persistent underfunding weakens legal guarantee.
Administrative disparities widen regional inequality.
Convergence with infrastructure schemes dilutes
safety-net objective.

Front-loading of work in some States reduces year-
round income support.

Concerns with VB-G RAM G

Targeted approach may increase exclusion errors.
Higher State contribution burdens fiscally weaker
States.

Dilution of rights-based framework risks making
employment discretionary.

Way Forward

Align budgetary allocations with statutory
obligations.

Retain universality while adopting need-based
normative allocation.

Restore higher Central funding for poorer States.
Ensure timely wage and material payments.
Strengthen administrative capacity in lagging
States.

Preserve employment guarantee as a right, not a
discretionary benefit.



‘Inflationhas been low. That's
not necessarilyagoodthing

OR TWO successive months, inflation has come in at
lessthan 1 per cent. What are its implications for the
economy? First, the low CP inflation rates are in part
due tothe statistical base effect of high mumbers last

year, Howseholds are not too comvinced about low in-
flation. The BB surveys on inflation perception reveal that in Mo-
vember, households put inflation at 6.6 per centand the three
months ahead rate was 76 per cent. While these numbers are
lower than in the previous survey rounds, these figures do show
quite different on the ground.
Smmd.t.‘nmnumhmsa.rea forthe RBIwhenit
comestointenst rates, In December, whenthe MPClowered the
reporate, inflation waslow and growth very bucyant. In February,
when the committee will deliberate agaln on rates, the situation
‘will be the same. Inflation will remain low — the December
nurmber s Lkely 1o be less than or around 1 per cent. Logically,

Sa'nBNMfIS

rates should be lowered again. Burwhatwill happen when infla-
tion rises because of the low base effect? Will rates be increased?

‘Third, low inflation isa cause for concem because whenfood
inflation is negative, farmers could be getting lowerincome even
though production was very good for the kharif crops. This has
ripple effects. If rural incomes are impacted, numl spending power
gets ined_and thebenefiteof GET 20 could likeby dissi
It has been reparted that for crops ke soybean and pulses, sales
were reckoned bower than MSP in October and early November,

Fourth, from the polnt of view of manufacturing, kow inflation,
espociallyonthe wholesabe side, is not good newsasit alsomeans
diminishing pricing power. While higher cutput is a major con-
tributertoprofis forcompanies, prices matter. In the caseof CPL
.as well, the core component witnessed higher inflation mainty
duetoproductslike gold. It slow formanufactured products, All
this meansthat then: hasalso beensome erosion in pricing power,
which can bea challenge if it persists.

Fifth, lower inflation has already caused someslowing down
of GSTcollections. Collections have alsobeen impacted by lower
taveranes. The question i, will growth in tax revenues persistwith

lowinflation?

ik, low inflation has ledtoa sinsation where nominal GDP
growthhastendedtobeonly higherthanreal GDF as
‘against an averagedifference of 3-4 percentage polntsin the past.
Low nominal growth poses achallenge for meeting the fiscal defi -
it targets. It would be interesting to see what nominal growth
number §s used when projecting flscal nunvbers for FY27.

Low inflation thus has different implications for different
plavers. Some sections of households may benefit, while some
producers may be adversely impacted, The minimum amaunt
ofinflation that is needed to keep the scononry ticking ks around
4 pereentinour case — thetarget for monetary policy,

Low inflation is
acause for
COMOETT
because when
food inflation is
negative,
farmers could
be getting
lower income
even though
production was
very good for
the kharif
crops, Thishas
ripple effects ‘Sabinavis & chiefeconomist, Bank of Baroda and suthor of
Corporate Quirks: The Darker Side of the Sun. Views are personal

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context

CPl inflation recorded very low levels for two
consecutive months (around 1%).

Decline largely driven by high base effect, not
broad demand compression.

Household inflation perception remains much
higher than official CPI.

Raises concerns for monetary policy,
agriculture, manufacturing, GST revenues and
fiscal management.

Key Facts / Data

CPl inflation target: 4% * 2%.

Household perceived inflation (Nov RBI
survey): ~6.6%.

Expected inflation (3 months ahead): ~7.6%.
Food inflation turned negative for several
commodities.

Nominal GDP growth nearly converging with
real GDP growth.

GST growth moderation observed during low
inflation phase.

Monetary Policy Implications

Low inflation encourages rate cuts.
Base-effect driven disinflation may reverse in
coming months.

Risk of policy flip-flop if rates are cut
aggressively now.

Inflation expectations remain unanchored, limiting
policy space.

Challenge for Monetary Policy Committee decision-
making.

Agriculture & Rural Economy

Negative food inflation - lower farm gate prices.
Reports of crops (soybean, pulses) selling below
MSP.

High output + low prices - income distress for
farmers.

Lower rural incomes - weaker rural demand.
Potential dilution of GST-led consumption revival.

Manufacturing & Industry

Low WPI / core CPI » weak pricing power.
Profitability driven mainly by volume, not prices.
Core CPl inflation driven by gold, not manufactured
goods.

Persistent low prices discourage private
investment.

Fiscal & Revenue Impact

Low inflation » slower GST revenue growth.

Lower nominal growth reduces tax buoyancy.
Nominal GDP growth barely above real GDP growth.
Makes fiscal deficit targets harder to achieve.
Complicates medium-term fiscal projections (FY27
onwards).

Macro-Economic Concerns

Nominal growth historically exceeded real growth
by 3-4%.

Current compression reduces:

o Revenue mobilisation capacity

o Debt sustainability comfort

Sustained low inflation risks quasi-deflationary
tendencies.

Overall Assessment

Low inflation benefits consumers in short term.
Harms producers, farmers, and fiscal stability if
persistent.

Optimal inflation needed for India: around 4%.
Aligns with inflation targeting framework.

Way Forward

Avoid over-reliance on headline CPI during base-
effect phases.

Prioritise inflation expectation anchoring.
Protect farm incomes via procurement and price
support.

Balance growth support with medium-term price
stability.

Use conservative nominal GDP assumptions for
fiscal planning.



