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U.S. will come to rescue of Iranians: Trump

Officials react sharply in Tehran, warning that
their forces would retaliate against U.5. bases

Stanly Johny
CHENNM

£ President Do-

nadd Trusmp on Fri-

day threatened o
intervene if ran used beth
al farce against protessers,
drwing swift and angry
resporcses (rom Iranian of-
ficials who warned that
Ameerican weopsand bases
in West Asia would be-
come legitimate targets if
Washingsan interfered.

I Iran shooss and vio-

lently kills prois-
ters, which b thelr cusiom,
e UnSted S2atis of Admeri-
2 will come to their es-
e, We are o
loaded and ready to go”
Mr. Trump wiote in 2 so-
chal media post.

Mr Trump's  threat
«came at a time when prot:
e
conditions in Iran umed
deadly on Thursdiry with
mualliple casusbies. Iran's

Fary news agency sald at
leant fve people were
Nalled ins clashies, inchsding
ane security official.
“With the statenments by
Iszaeli officials and Donakd
Tramg, what has been go
ing on behind the scenes is
now eliear” Ali Lasiani, Se-
m—wy af Iram's Supreme
¥

wmlc on socal media n
resposse 1o Mr, Trump's
pest. =We distinguish bet
ween the stance of lhr
protesting

and the acthns of ms:ui»
ibve aciors, and Tru
dhoild ko that LS. &
nerfererce in this insernal
matter would mean
Wilizing the entire region
and dn( America's

ahrwnod shis
tersover 2 sharp &l Inthe
wvahse of the rial. Iranian of
ficials  initally  acknow-

U5, interference would destabilise the region
and destroy American interests, they adds

&

I b fshonots] amed vickenthe
kills peacefil procesiers,
which b ther cusaom. the United

AN States of Anerica will conme i

thelr rescue

DONALD TRUMP, U5, Presicent

Trusmp must realize that LS, intervention
i this rtermal iaper
eindhesgiabilieiig: hee entine regon amd
chstrumitgg American micreds
AL LARIAN, Seceary of Iran's
Supreme National Security Counxil

mp  ledged the economic pres-

sife and  promised o
adidress their grievamees.
Bt protests spread -m
the count i

deadly  clashes bewwn

“ricters™,

On Thursday, Fars news
agency reported that fwo
peecpbe wiepe killed in clash-

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News
e The U.S. President Donald Trump threatened
military intervention if Iran uses lethal force

against ongoing anti-government protests.

i the clty of Lordegan by

Al e i A,

O Memnalary, Meossad, the
tsracli spy agency, wrot
onsocial media in Farsien:
wousraging [rankans s pros
5t sgalrst the

Fovemment.

“Go out together into
e streets, The sime has
wome,” the Mossad wroee.
*Wee are with you. Not only
ot 2 dEnance s

b' We are with you in the

lr.ms wconomy  has
faced nmtalned presure
ever gince Mr. Trump, dar-
ing his. first berm a8 Presi-
dent, undateral
ithe LS. oui of the 3HE -
chear deal and reimpoded
sanctions. on Tehras, In
Jupe 2025, bsrael bombed
Tran's nuclear  facilities,
nriggerieng a 12y was bet-
ween the two countries.
The LS. had joined Is
rael in striking the nachear
[plants, and Iran retaSaved
attacking an American
e i Qadar of Jusne 23
before 2 ceasefire. Since
then, fram’s economic it
uation has become worse.
In Dctober, Iran's food
inflatbon, reached 64.7%,
the second-highest kevel in
he world after South Su-
dan, aconding W the
World Bank. The rial has
last GO of it vabue since

verbal  the Jume wa.

e [ranian leadership warned that any U.S.

interference would make American military

assets in West Asia legitimate targets.
e Protests erupted due to severe economic

Bir.  Trump, who
chaimed m)unellul Iv:M

hear Bxcilities, lhlECII.EMd
new attacks agingt bran
warlier  this week  after
mecting lsracl Prime M-
mister Benjamin Metanya-
hu in Flarida, If Iran e
plenisked hallistie mssiles

ilt &5 nuclear pro-
e, “we are geing to
have no chooe baa very
quickly to eradicate that
Build up,.” Mr. Tramp had
s2id on Decensber 29 in 2

I"ﬁ-alq.ﬁ-ﬂ!'! Lt thiest uf
intervension i Iran over
the protest crackdowm has
escalated  tensions  bet
ween the tw councries,

Ty shosild be mnindful u
their sakliers’ safety.” sid

i Larfjani. Al Shamkha.
i, 3 close aide of Supreme

Mossad eggs Iranians to take to the streets by
assuring them they were with them in the field

Leader Ayatollah Al Khae
menei, said any interfering
hand “willbe o olf ™.
“Iranians know well the
UL, ‘resase” pecoed - from
Trag anad Afghanistan o Ga-
za. Any intervening hand
approaching lran's securk
1y under any peetest will
e cut off with 3 resposse
that induces regret. fran's
natiosal security it a ned
Ene, not material for ad-
venturist tweets.” he sadd.

respond militarily
Ihrnmm-ad. mm Ghali-
bad, Speaker of Parllament,
[ s —
Tehras woulld esgpond pail
tarily b any LS. attacks.

~The disrespectiul Pre
sident of America

shiould
e o that with this offieisl
admission,

, all American
centers and foroes across
the entire neghon will be
begitimate targets for us in

nse o oy pcllr:nkll'l
adventurism,” e

* Nuclear Governance:
o JCPOA (2015) framework and implications
of unilateral withdrawal
e West Asian Geopolitics:
o Proxy conflicts, energy security, and Gulf
militarisation

Critical Analysis

e U.S. Perspective

distress marked by high inflation, currency
collapse, and post-war sanctions pressure.

e The development follows the June 2025 U.S.—-
Israel strikes on Iranian nuclear facilities and

Iran’s retaliatory attack on a U.S. base in Qatar.

Key Points

* Protests began in Tehran after a sharp fallin
the Iranian rial; later spread nationwide.

* [ran reported multiple civilian and security
casualties during clashes.

* [srael’s intelligence agency Mossad publicly
encouraged protests, escalating Iranian
concerns of external regime-destabilisation.

¢ |ran’s food inflation reached 64.2% (October) —

second highest globally (World Bank data).

e The rial has lost ~60% value since June 2025,
aggravating livelihood stress.

e U.S. reiterated readiness to strike if Iran
rebuilds its nuclear or ballistic missile
capabilities.

Static Linkages
e UN Charter Principles:
o Article 2(4): Prohibition on threat or use of
force
o Article 2(7): Non-intervention in domestic
affairs
* International Relations Theory:
o Security dilemma and deterrence
o Coercive diplomacy and economic
sanctions

o Claims moral responsibility to deter state
violence
o Uses military signalling as coercive
diplomacy
e |ran’s Perspective
o Views protests as internally manageable
economic unrest
o Sees U.S.-Israel actions as regime-change
strategy
e International Law Concerns
o Unilateral “humanitarian intervention”
lacks clear legal legitimacy
o Violates sovereignty unless authorised by
UNSC
Regional Implications
o Risk of wider West Asian escalation
o Threats to energy routes, diaspora safety,
and Gulf stability
Global Order Dimension
o Weakening of multilateralism
o Increasing normalisation of unilateral force

Way Forward

* Prioritise UN-led multilateral diplomacy over
unilateral threats

e Separate humanitarian concerns from military
coercion

¢ Revive structured negotiations on sanctions
relief and nuclear compliance

¢ Promote regional confidence-building
measures in the Gulf

e Ensure civilian protection through
international monitoring mechanisms



How language issue led to one of Assam’s most volatile conflicts

Rahul Karmakar
GUWAHATI

Decades after blood was
spilt en the streets of
southern Assamy's Silchar, a
new academic sudy exa-
mines how language, pow-
er and identity comverged
to produce one of the
State’s  most  volarile
conflicts.

The study, published in
Contempanary South Asia,
analyses the 1961 violence
to argue that the crisis was
not inevitable but the re
sult of polithical choices,
palicy failures and deep-
seated historical andeties,

It comtends that lan-
Fuage in Assam has never
been merely a means of
communication but has
functioned as a marker of
belonging and, at times, a
trigger for violence.

the Centre for Compara:
tive Religions and Civilisa-
tions at jamia Millia Ista-
mia, New Delhi, Ravi
Shankar of the School of
Global Affairs at B.R. Am-
bedkar University, Delhi,
and Bharti Shokeen of S1i
Karan Narendra Agricul-
ture University, Jobner,
)

ijasthan.

The study traces the
flashpoint to 1961, when
the Assam government
amended its Official Lan:
Buage Act to recognise As-
samese as the sole official
language, while allowing Ii-
mited use of Bengali in
pants of the Barak Valley,
The decision triggered wi-
despread protests across
the regiomn.

Firing by security foroes
at demonstrators in Silchar
left 11 people dead om May
19, 1961, 2 moment that re-

Harak Valley.,

The study arngues that
reducing the episede o an
“Assamese versus Bengali®
«conflict obscures its deep-
r complexity, Assam, it
notes, haslong been a mul
tilingual and multi-cthnic
society, home to diverse

Colonial policy

“Am  intersectional  ap
proach, considering tem-
porality, ethnicity, region,
«culrure, and palitics, offers
a more nuanced under.
standing [of the issue]. As-
sam’s idemtity has been
shaped by centuries of mi
gration, cultural exchange,
and layered histories, mak-
ing rigid categorisations re.
ductive,”  the  study
o

Study revisits 1961
Slichar violence

10 examine how
policy, identity and
power shaped
linguistic conflict

- policies in shaping linguis-

tic hierarchies. Brich ad-
milnistrators classified and
ranked languages through
censuses  and  surveys,
transforming Auid identi-
ties into rigid categories,
The impaosition of Ben:
gali as the language of ad-
ministration in 15th cemtu-
ry Assam d

Acconding to the study,
language became closely
tied to aocess to power. OF
ficlal recognition translar-
ed im0 employment op-
poTtunities, control over
land records and political
influence,  Communities
that felt exduded came to
view Language policy as an
existentlal threat.

In Cachar, where Benga-
li spealeers formed an over-
whelming majority, the en-
forcement  of Assamese
was perceived as cultural
domination. In the Brah-
maputra Valley, conces-
sions to Bengali speakers
were seen as undermind

Assamese  speakers  in
courts and government
employment. When Assa
miese later regained official
status, the balance shifted,
Fuclling resentment among
Bengall speakers, particu.

Assamese identity.

The study notes that the
viokence of 1961 reflected
bath popular anger and in-
stitutional fallure, with the
Centre and the Asszam go-
vermment underestimating

" that the fault lines exposed

Static Linkages
e Colonial Census & Administration

ettt ol o British censuses rigidly classified

address underlying ten-
sions. Political parties were
divided,  bureauscracies
were paralysed, and sec.
tions of the media, partiow
larly newspapers pu-

Modern History).

blished fr Cal n . . o e

ﬁmﬁﬁr£x' e Constitutional Provisions

Lo il o Articles 343-351: Language framework
was communal irl_mmﬂ‘j fthe Unlon

Chuded Hindus, Wi 0 : ] ) . o

e e o Article 29: Protection of linguistic

darity often cut across reli @ .

gious lines, minorities.

The authors conclude
in 1961 continue to shape 4 Federa“sm
contemporary  debates
around  citizenship, be-
longing and indigeneity,
particularly in the context

F e= Nitizal Regieter of asymmetric federalism (Polity -

languages - hardened identities (NCERT

o Language as a sensitive component of

The authars of the study
are Md, Chingiz Khan of

The smdy' underlines
the decisive role of colonial

mains deeply etched in the

larly in Bengali-majority
collective memory of the i

regions such as Cachar,

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

A recent peer-reviewed academic study
published in Contemporary South Asia revisits
the 1961 Silchar language movement violence
in Assam.

The study reinterprets the episode as a
product of policy failure, colonial linguistic
legacies, and power asymmetries, rather than
an inevitable ethnic clash.

It gains relevance amid contemporary debates
on citizenship, indigeneity, NRC, and CAA in
Assam.

Key Points

In 1960-61, Assam amended its Official
Language Act, declaring Assamese as the sole
official language, with limited concessions to
Bengali in Barak Valley.
The decision triggered mass protests,
culminating in police firing on May 19, 1961,
killing 11 demonstrators in Silchar.
Language functioned as:
o A marker of political power
o A gateway to public employment, land
records, and administration
The movement was not communal:
o Participants included Hindus, Muslims, and
tribal communities
Colonial policies had earlier:
o Imposed Bengali as the administrative
language in 19th-century Assam
o Marginalised Assamese speakers
Post-independence reversal of linguistic
dominance created new insecurities among
Bengali-speaking regions.
Conflict resolution mechanisms like the Shastri
Formula failed due to lack of structural
accommodation.
Media narratives and Centre—-State
misjudgment aggravated tensions.

the depth of the crisis. In-
terim measures such as the

Citizens and the Citizen-

ship (Amendment) Act.

Laxmikanth).

State Reorganisation
o Linguistic principle aimed at
accommodation, not homogenisation (SRC,
1956).
Internal Security
o |dentity-based mobilisation as a non-
traditional security challenge (ARC
Reports).

Critical Analysis

Strengths of the Study
o Moves beyond binary “Assamese vs
Bengali” narratives.
o Highlights institutional responsibility in
identity conflicts.
Structural Challenges
o Uniform language policies in multilingual
societies risk exclusion.
o Administrative insensitivity can convert
cultural anxiety into violence.
Governance Lessons
o Symbolic issues (language) can become
material conflicts when linked to resources.
Ethical Dimension
o Raises concerns over state accountability,
proportionality of force, and democratic
dissent.

Way Forward

Design context-specific language policies
reflecting regional demographics.

Strengthen constitutional safeguards for
linguistic minorities.

Institutionalise early warning and dialogue
mechanisms for identity-based grievances.
Promote functional multilingualism in
administration and education.

Apply historical lessons to current citizenship
and indigeneity policies to avoid polarisation.



Centre has no plans to
change land acquisition
policy: Cabinet Secretary

Land aceuisition a major issue in infrastructure development, says Somanathan; over 3300
projects worth 83 lakh crore were taken up during review meetings under PRAGAT, he adds

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

and acquisition re-
Lmsjnud a major is-

sue i resolve in in-
frastructure development,
Cabinet Seeretary TV, Sor
manathan saxid here on
Friday.

He was bricfing repor-
rers after the S0nh mesting
of the Pro-Active Gower-
nance and Timely imple-
mentation (PRAGATI), a
mechanism to review im
plementation of infrastruc-
ture projects, chaired by
Prime Minister Narendra
Madi.

Mr. Somanathan said
the Union government had
nao plans w change the ex-
Esting Land acquisithon poli-
cy. The Cabinet Secretary,
Secretaries of various Mi-
nistries dealing with infras-
wrisctuse development, and
the Railway Board's Chair-
muan said in thefr presenta-
tions o the media that land
cquisition was ane of the

jor reasons for the pen-
dency of various infras-

in
pedicy_.. All Seates, irmespective of

the poditical dispensations, want

tovcoanplete their projects and all ¥
chiel secretaries have been very

resporsive inresobving issoes

TN SOMANATHAN
Cabinet Secretary

tructure  projects across
the country. Mr. Soma
nathan sald PRAGATT re-
wiewed over 3,300 projects.
worth 85 lakh crore. A 1o
tal of 7,725 isues were
raised during itz meetings
and 7156 of them were
resolved.

Timely monktoring
Mr. sald thay

was launched. Of the 7156
issues resobved, the Cabi-
net Secretary stated that
5% were related to land
acquisition, 20% to forest,
wildlifi, and emvironmen-
nal isses, and 8% o right
of usefway. Other projects
were delayed due o law
and order, construction,
power wiliy approvals,
1 ol

although the government
had not caleulsted the sav-
ings due to the timely mon:
isoring of the schemes, sev-
eral projects - some
started as early as the
156805 — weene completed af-
ter the PRAGATI ystem

“There is no plan to
change the land acquisk-
tion policy,” he said when
asked if the government
plans to change the law
against the background of
hurdles created by issues
iin land acquisition for in-

[{ projects. “All
States, irrespective of the
political  dispensations,
want to complete their
projects and all Chief Se-
cretaries have been very
respongive in resolving i
sues,” he added.

He said initially issues
were sddressad at the Mi-
nistry level, while complex
add erithcal Bses were e3-
calated through defimed in-
stituthonal mechanisms for
higher-level review, culmi-
nating at PRAGATT mect:
ings chaired by the Prime
Minister,

“The escalation frame-
work ensures coordinatid
inter-ministerial  action,
timely decision-making,
and locused reselution of
implementation  bottle-
necks in profects of natlon-
al importance,” he said, ad-
ding that PRAGATI ensured
eoordination between
Central Ministries, ooordi-
nation  between  States,
Centre, and local govern.
ments, amd coordination
within the State govern-
ments,

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News
e The 50th meeting of Pro-Active Governance
and Timely Implementation (PRAGATI), chaired

(o]

Improved coordination between Centre—State-
local governments

Static Linkages
e |and Acquisition Framework

o

o

Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency in
Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation and
Resettlement Act, 2013

Key provisions: Social Impact Assessment (SIA),
consent clauses, enhanced compensation, R&R

e Environmental Regulation

(o]
(e]
o

Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980
Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972
EIA Notification, 2006

e Infrastructure & Growth

(o]

o

Public capital expenditure as a growth driver
(Economic Survey)

Project delays linked to cost overruns and fiscal
stress (CAG reports)

e Federal Governance

o

Cooperative federalism through Centre-State
coordination (NITI Aayog, ARC reports)

by Narendra Modi, reviewed the status of
major infrastructure projects.

The Cabinet Secretary highlighted that land
acquisition continues to be the single largest
bottleneck in infrastructure development.
The Union Government clarified that there is
no proposal to amend the existing land
acquisition law.

PRAGATI has reviewed over 3,300 projects
with an investment value of about 85 lakh
crore since its launch.

Key Points

Issues reviewed under PRAGATI
o Total issues raised: 7,735

o [ssues resolved: 7,156

e Break-up of resolved issues

o Land acquisition: 35%

o Forest, wildlife & environmental clearances:

20%
o Right of use / right of way: 18%
o Others: law & order, construction delays,
power utility approvals, financial issues
Governance mechanism

o Issues first addressed at the Ministry level

o Complex matters escalated through
institutional mechanisms

o Finalreview at PM-chaired PRAGATI
meetings

Outcome

o Completion of several long-pending
projects, including those initiated in the
1990s

Critical Analysis
e Advantages
o High-level monitoring ensures time-bound
decision-making
o Reduces inter-ministerial silos and enhances
administrative efficiency
o Encourages States to resolve issues irrespective
of political alignment
e Concerns
o Persistent land acquisition hurdles indicate
structural issues in consent, litigation, and
rehabilitation
o Environmental clearances may face capacity
constraints and competing development-
conservation priorities
o Risk of prioritising speed over social and
ecological safeguards
e Stakeholder Perspective
o States seek faster execution
o Project-affected families demand fair
compensation and rehabilitation
o Environmental institutions seek procedural
compliance

Way Forward

e Strengthen early-stage land pooling and negotiated
settlement models

e Digitisation of land records and GIS-based planning

e Parallel processing of land, forest, and environment
clearances

e Improve quality and credibility of Social Impact
Assessments

e Qutcome-based monitoring linking PRAGATI reviews
with milestones and accountability



’1’‘nrm.sform1ng,r a waste-ridden urban India

1 the I0eh Cotderence of the Parties b

the United Mations Framework

Convention on Climate Change

ACOPI0), at Belem, in Novemnber 2025,
st Bra] quite fittingly placed waste as the
leeart of the clinsate apenda. Sizeable funds were
committes] to-a new global inietative, No Organic
Waste, NOW, to cut methane emissicns, The
Conference poted Circularity as the way 1o
Inclusive growth, cheaner air, and healthier
populations, COP30 called upon citles 1o
accelerate circilarity imilkitives where waste B
recognised as a resource. Mission LIFE (Lifestyle
for Envlronmeent), espoused by India s COPIS, in
CGlasgow in 2021, calling for “deliberate utilisation,
Instead of mindbess and destructive

i pr the idea

of dircularity as well,

Urban India, its growing probilem of waste
Expanding cities and towns are an |
reality in growing India. The choice is between
pood and bad cities. Often, this chiice gets
cranslated into chean and pollution-free cities or
waste-ridden, ugly urban areas. A number of
m:dltsawdmlnﬂmcldcsdnmmdmp
to global standards in providing a clean and
ha:'ll.'l‘ly!m'lmllwm Podlution iz the talk of the
oW, posing questhons w an aspirational Indéa.

mmmalcapualnepm NCRD as well 38
many other citics in the country anc also among.
the world's most polluted, Governments and
regulators are at work, with courts also stepping
In, bus with limted effect, Citlzen grievance s at
up-nk The Swachih Bharat Mission (SBM), that

enided open defecation in India within a spesific
timeframe, has the active gaal of making the citles
chean and garbage free.

It is estimated that cities in India will generate
165 million tonnes of waste anmally by 2030, and
emit over 41 million tonnes of greenhouse gases.

By 2050, as the urban population grows loahmlr
B4 millon, the waste burden could rise o 436
million tonnes. Without earty solutions, these will
rezult in grave levels of emissions, and cresting
v with peaples” health, the ecorommy and the
coverall climate, The goal of Garbage Free Cities
GGFC) ey 2026 18 an existentisl necessity, nol a
matter of acsthetics,

Under SBM Urbian 2.0, about 1,100 cithes and
L b been rabed free of dunpsites, if not
exactly free of garbage. Complete freedom from

garbugge, fortified by sustainable waste
marggement and resource sptimisation, ks
possible when all Smumnsmdlmw
the circular model, which underlines.
wmste &5 a resource. India nesds o move away
from a linear to circular mode of waste
margement, veith the twin ohjectives of

-!l.LF

Akshay Roat
s farmaer Director
Gantral, Swachi
Bharat Masion

India needs w
MOve away
froam a linear to
a clrcular mode
of waste
anagement.

reCIVEring
wnergy and
o

ing waste and and
other resources.

indlustrial purposes. Water secusity in cities has a
causal link with complete used water and faecal
shidpe management, as awilined under ushan

Plastic, © waste
The goad thing s that mare than half of
mumicipal wasbe s oaganic that can be managed

whornasmmnlmm:bmmndlhbahomﬂs
pawer. Mumlh.lnalhmlofllirmzpﬂulﬂl
citbes is dry, all of which Is not recyclable. The
deman in this category s plastic, posing a threat
tothe ecosystem and human ealth.

Flastlc waste also poses the mmﬁ:dﬁl&w
1o waste Diry wast

Mal Mission for Rejuvenation
and LUrban Transformation (AMRLUT) and SEM.
With Encdia's water stock inadequate o meet the
needs of fs population, recycling and rewse are
the ondy ways ot to meet increasing water
demarsl.

Hurdles before circularity

The path to ackieving circularity i not an ey
o, considering the multiplicity of actors. The
smooth functioning of segregathon of waste at

sounce, callection legistics and processing. and
apgregation and distribution ane fr from keal.

the critical habit of cfficient scgregation
houschalds h-eﬁmuqtllnul;dommmm

quality issues, narketing
:ha"ﬂm andmmwrmﬂ financial feasibility.
nfrastructure, there are shorfalls in

:rmnnnng

bairden. Refuse derived fuel from dry waste, asa

saurce of energy for cement and other indusiries,

s still undier consolidation. Bua there is much
distance to-cover for emrepreneurship and
market linkages in these modes of circularity.
Construction and demolition waste — about 12
million tommes is generated in 2 year — i major
ity spoiler, as i causes pollation in urban
centres. It is collateral damage from relentless
onnnrucllon. attimes. unmlanmd m lm:lla's

y (EPR) has yet
dry waste. Ci jon and
demolitian waste has isues of identification,
racing and racking of its orkgin. This is an Bswe
that has not been Entegrated in an ideal way with
comstruction and building Lews to ensure proper
bility. Inter-departmental rh

penalty systenss must vastly improve, with
focis 1o make meaninglul cirailarity
possible in city socictics.
Resour

i to all

constrction discards utu-ruw there is spal:v by
the roadside, or even city lanes, ks a commeon
sight in Inelka.
Much of this waste can be rewsed or
as costefficlent raw materials of mbﬂaﬂdﬂ
vl This wil als canse less damage 1o the
Minor
waste ived up with other unsegregated
houssehold waste and dumped in waste bins do
ot help processing. The recydling capacity in
India is risimg but is not sulficient to match the
rate of construction and demalition waste being
penerated,
What

with municipalicies for
taking up circulasity projects require early
resolution, It is heartening thas policymakers,
expemandmdm:m] hotses deliberated on
these issues at 3 national urban in New
Dielhd recently while working out an agenda for
wrban refuversation. Last year, Asia-Pacific
nations, at thiir meeting in Jaipar endorsed an
Indian initiative of 'Cities Coalition for Circularity
(03 for efficient and expertise
sharing amomg cites and institutions of the.

[ X
Citizens need to gt 3 clear sense of profit and
a true cause in order o be partersin the

mplmmﬁcmn:nmmd

Demolition Waste Mansgement Rules, 2005,

which seek 1o bevy a charge on generators of high
i

In a society that is
bmomlrmnﬂmnlm consumerist; the first K off
the thes Rs - ‘Reduce, Reise, Recyde’ - looks o
difficuk p'mpmlnnm:dmt Wimpmm:u

volumes of eonstructon and d waste,
eesiddes setting out other parameters. The
- e drnd i

Waste Management Rules, 2025 are 10 come ino
effect from April 1, 2026,

Wastewater s the other theead in waste
management and circularity, Water and
sanitation are state subjects and States need to
|a'heplmr\eesnewlom)dcmmmz1d
rewse it in agri and far

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

e COP30 (Belem, Brazil, Nov 2025) placed waste
management and circularity at the core of the
global climate agenda, with focus on methane

mitigation pasted

e Launch of the “No Organic Waste (NOW)”
global initiative to reduce methane emissions
from organic waste.

e COP30 highlighted circular economy as a
pathway for inclusive growth, cleaner air, and

public health.

* Cities were urged to accelerate circularity by

recognising waste as a resource.

* |India’s Mission LIiFE, proposed at COP26, aligns .
with this approach through lifestyle-based

climate action.

e Rapid urbanisation in India has made Garbage ¢
Free Cities (GFC) by 2026 a developmental

necessity.

Key Points

e Urban India is projected to generate:

o 165 million tonnes of waste annually by .

2030

o 436 million tonnes by 2050

* Waste-related emissions may exceed 41 million

tonnes of GHGs by 2030.

e Over 50% of municipal solid waste is organic,
suitable for composting and bio-methanation.

e Compressed Biogas (CBG) plants enable green
fuel and energy generation from wet waste.

g
incarnations each day, ‘reuse’ bemme atall
arder oo, "Recyding’, alded bylc(hnohwami
prévate enterprise and with sound policy backup,
could emerge 35 a pillar of circularity. It could
also be an assared way of helping India's cities
and towns move away from Swamps of waste
while adding to national resounces,

The st expresedare proenl

Plastic constitutes a major share of dry
waste, posing risks to ecosystems and human
health.

Construction & Demolition (C&D) waste
generation: ~12 million tonnes/year.

Under SBM Urban 2.0, ~1,100 cities are rated
dumpsite-free.

Environment (C&D) Waste Management
Rules, 2025 to be enforced from 1 April 2026.

. Static Linkages

Urbanisation-induced environmental stress
and carrying capacity of cities.

Methane as a short-lived climate pollutant
(SLCP) with high global warming potential.
Transition from linear economy (take—-make-
dispose) to circular economy.
Waste-to-energy, composting, and resource
recovery concepts.

Constitutional allocation of water and
sanitation as State responsibilities.

Critical Analysis
Strengths

e Circularity reduces landfill dependency and methane

emissions.

e Generates green jobs and alternative fuels (CBG,

RDF).
e Aligns urban governance with global climate
commitments.
Challenges

e Poor segregation at source limits recycling efficiency.

e |nadequate municipal capacity, finances, and

infrastructure.

e Weak enforcement of Extended Producer

Responsibility (EPR).

e Poor traceability and accountability for C&D waste.
Market, quality, and viability issues for recycled
products.

Stakeholder Issues

Urban Local Bodies face fiscal and technical

constraints.

e |ndustries seek regulatory clarity and stable demand.

e Citizens show behavioural inertia despite awareness
drives.

Way Forward

Mandate 100% source segregation with incentives

and penalties.

e Scale up CBG, composting, and MRFs via PPP models.

e Strict enforcement and digital tracking under C&D
Waste Rules.

e Expand EPR to all dry waste streams.

e Strengthen municipal finances and technical
capacity.

e Promote inter-city learning through Cities Coalition
for Circularity (C-3).

e |ntegrate Mission LiFE with urban local governance.



Recasting sanitation with urban-rural partnerships

hien the Swachh Bharat Misslon Azsim Mansari experimenting with inncvative approaches to
Wc'uema]mlumlsm'!wmmned aikilress this gap. The State has ifvested in mone
n 2084, its vision was bathsimpleand | BPoeRdl than 200 fac<al shudge treatment plants in wrban

transformative; 1o ensire that every househald in
India b access 1o a woilet., In just a decade, this
wision has become reality, More than 12 orore

Comer Mrad-Strategy,
Comter hor Water and

areas and encouraged co-restment in 41 sewage
treatment plants. These facilties are a backbone
ol trestment infrastrscture to dties, but the

Sanitation,
househobd toflets have been buil n rural Indis, CROFCEPT Unierity | Chadlenge les in extending thelr benefits tothe
and every sillage has declared itsell Open bt B willages that surround them, 1t is here that
Defecatbon Free (00F), This achlevemnent has urban-rural partrerships show great promdse,
improved public health, reduced indlignities ficed | s #rinsipal
by women and vulnerable groups, and marked 2 Ressarchar and At the gram panchayat level
tusning point in India’s developmsent journey. Center Head, Conter It Satara district, Maharashtra, such a

for Waler pd partnership was put into practice. Satara Gty's
Fogus on waste management prop el faegal shudge treatment plant, with a capacity of
Viet, the sucoess of the sanitation mission has also : Y65 kil litres a day (KLY, was operating below
revealed the net fromtier. Toilets are only the Upasana Yaday full capacity. Recognising this, four villages,
sarting poimt. The real challenge lics in mansging Is Semior Program Jakavwadi, Samgaoi, Kodeli, and Degaon, have

the resultant Esecal waste. In most rural
hisisehids, septh: anks and pis serve a8 the
primary form of containment. Over time, thess
il up ard must be dedudged at regular intervals,

Lieadd, Canter for
Wabed afed SENLELSA,
CROF-CEPT University

been brought under an armangement that will

allenw them b secess the city's restment plart.
Their septic tanks, often never deshudged or

emptied cnly at exarbitant rates by informal

Without gafie systems for collection, Kasturd Joshl operators, will be serviced a1 negular intervals
and treatment, the gains of the ODF movernen It Prngram Load, arul in a safe way. A private service provider 1o
risk being undermined. v is this challenge that Cawer for Waner and e engaged by the gram panchayats, under a
delines the transition to Swachh Bharat Mission Sanitation, contract, 1o provide scheduled dedudging
(Grameen), or SM-G, Phase [1, with its focus on CREE-CEPT Unbmruiny seTVices every fve years.

ODF Plus.

ODF Plus goes beyond toilet construction 1o
ensure the sustainability of outcomes through
solid and liquid waste managemens, behavioural
change, and safc sanitation service chains. The
progress s been encouraging. As of October

Jinal Chheda

Water and Santation,
CROF-CEPT Urivériity

sanitation tax bevied by the gram

ensuring affordability and acoountabélity. A
foremal agreement between the Satarm Panchayat
Samiti and the Satara Municipal Council will
altow authorised desludging vehicles from the

2025, mare than 5,68 lakh villages, nearly 7% 0f | 1o model in gram panchayats b acocss the Bccal shudge

insdia’s totad, have been declared ODF Flus. But Satara district I treatment plant and treat the shidge at no cost ,

fresal slsdge managernent remaing one of te s LI aking the arrangement sustsinable and

st critical gaps in the sanitation chain, Maharashera is mustually beneficial,

especially in peri-arban and rural areas. an innowative Bt not every village can be linkedto a
Maharashira has been at the forefrong of experiment treatment system of a city. Some will have 1o trear

thelr waste independently. An exampe s Mayanl,
@ karge village in Khatav tahulcs. With the high
demand for deshudging serviees, the gam
panchayat has agreed 1o ineroduee schedided
deshudging every five 1o seven years, managed by
either a private operator or local sel-help groups.

In addition, Mayani has been selected for the
developmient of a cluster-devel faecal shadge
areatment plant under the SBM-G, designed io
serve arounsd 80 surrounding villages., This
approach shaws that rural dhusters can ponl
resources o develop standalone treatment
infrastructure that meets their needs, while
remaining fmancially and techrically viabbe,

The demonstration of urban-rural linksges and
the standalone faecal dudge management
bussiness moded in Satara district will promote the
adogition and the institutionalisation of safe,
sustalnabbe sanitation services across rural
Maharashara. It aleo aims e chow tha sustaining
the gains of ODF and effectively integrating faecal
shaclge management inte naral sanitation requine
stromg collaboration between urban and rural
governments, private and public actors, and
eltizens and institions,

A muodel that can be sealed up

1F sealed uip, such models kave the posential i
wransform not oaly villages in Maharashira but
also rural communities scross the country. By
doing 50, India can ensure that s sanitation gains
are not only celebrated today but can be
sustained for generations to come. The true
measure of Swachh Bhamt will nog only be the
noilets built but also the syitens created 1o
manage them - systems that protect peoples”
hialth, preserve the environment, and uphodd
the dignity that thix mixsion set out to achieve.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

Swachh Bharat Mission launched in 2014 to
eliminate open defecation.

Over 12 crore household toilets constructed in
rural India.

All villages declared Open Defecation Free
(ODF).

Transition to SBM (Grameen) Phase Il with
focus on ODF Plus.

Emphasis on faecal sludge management (FSM)
due to dominance of on-site sanitation
systems.

Maharashtra demonstrates urban-rural
sanitation linkages (Satara district model).

Key Points

SBM-G Phase Il covers:

o Solid waste management

o Liquid waste management

o Faecal sludge and septage management
ODF Plus villages (Oct 2025): ~5.68 lakh (~97%
of total villages).

Rural sanitation relies mainly on septic tanks
and pits.
Absence of FSM leads to:

o Groundwater contamination

o Public health risks

o Manual scavenging hazards
Maharashtra initiatives:

o 200+ FSTPs in urban areas.

o 41 STPs enabled for co-treatment.
Satara model:

o Linking rural gram panchayats to

underutilised 65 KLD FSTP.

o Scheduled desludging every 5 years.

o Cost recovery through sanitation tax.
Mayani village:

o Cluster-level FSTP serving ~80 villages.

Static Linkages

Sanitation as determinant of public health
outcomes.

73rd Constitutional Amendment: sanitation as
core function of Panchayats.

Manual Scavengers Act, 2013: prohibition of
hazardous cleaning.

Polluter Pays Principle and Precautionary
Principle.

SDG 6: safe and sustainable sanitation.
Economic Survey: sanitation linked to human
capital formation.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Shifts focus from access to service
sustainability.

Reduces environmental and health
externalities.

Optimises existing urban infrastructure.
Strengthens decentralised governance.

Challenges

Limited technical capacity of gram panchayats.
Behavioural resistance to sanitation user
charges.

Regulation of private desludging operators.
Coordination gaps between ULBs and PRIs.

Way Forward

Institutionalise scheduled desludging
nationwide.

Promote urban-rural co-treatment
agreements.

Develop cluster-based FSM infrastructure.
Capacity building of PRIs under SBM-G.

Strict enforcement of mechanised desludging
norms.

Performance-linked sanitation incentives to
States.
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Unenviable choice
Growth-generating capital expenditure
can affect fiscal targets

he Goods and Services Tax (GST) revenue
T of ¥1.74 lakh crore in December 2025 con-

firms just how narrow the government’s
fiscal policy space is. The December data reflect
the economic activity in November, the second
month under the new, reduced GST rates. De-
cember’s revenues were marginally higher than
the %1.7 lakh crore collected in November. This
was expected. Any belief that the rate reductions
would lead to an immediate and sustained in-
crease in demand, and hence GST collections,
was pure optimism. In reality, people are more
likely to use that extra money to pad up savings
or pare down debt, with increased consumption
a more medium-term outcome. This happened
following the income-tax rejig in Budget 2025
too, when the government effectively exempted
people earning up to ¥12 lakh a year from in-
come-tax. The GST and income-tax decisions
were both welcome relaxations. However, at least
for this year, they are going to cause the govern-
ment more pain than gain. The most recent data
on the government’s accounts reflect this. Total
tax revenue stood at ¥13.9 lakh crore at the end of
November 2025, 3.4% lower than in the same pe-
riod of 2024-25. On the other hand, the Centre’s
capital expenditure stood at ¥6.58 lakh crore in
the April-November 2025 period, 28% higher
than in the same period of the previous year. This
jump in capital expenditure was balanced out by
a much slower growth in revenue expenditure of
2.1%. However, of the two types of spending, the
government has much less discretion over reve-
nue expenditure, which comprises expenses
such as salaries, pensions and interest on loans.
These cannot be kept subdued for long,

The government has valiantly tried to bolster
its earnings through the new excise and GST rates
on tobacco products, not to mention the health
and security cess on the manufacture of pan ma-
sala. However, since all these new rates and cess-
es will come into effect only on February 1, their
full benefit will be felt only in the next financial
year. Yet, the troubles for the government’s fi-
nances do not end there. The remarkably low le-
wvels of wholesale inflation this year = averaging
-0.08% so far — have also meant that the size of
the nominal GDP would likely be smaller than in-
itially budgeted. This means that several ratios
pegged to it, most pertinently the fiscal deficit
and debt-GDP, would automatically come in larg-
er than earlier estimated. The Centre has dis-
played commendable fiscal discipline over the
last few years. However, this year, it has placed
before itself the unenviable choice of either pull-
ing back on growth-generating capital expendi-
ture, or risking missing its fiscal targets.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

GST collections (Dec 2025): #1.74 lakh crore;
marginal rise from ¥1.70 lakh crore (Nov)
Reflects Nov 2025 activity, second month after
GST rate rationalisation

Income-tax exemption up to ¥12 lakh
announced in Budget 2025

Total tax revenue (Apr-Nov 2025): 13.9 lakh
crore (-3.4% YoY)

Capital expenditure: ¥6.58 lakh crore (+28%
YoY)

Revenue expenditure: +2.1% YoY

Average WPI inflation: -0.08%

New GST/excise on tobacco + pan masala cess
effective 1 Feb 2026

Key Points

GST rate cuts show weak short-term demand
response

Households prefer saving/deleveraging over
immediate consumption

Low inflation » lower nominal GDP - higher
deficit ratios

Capex used as primary growth lever

Revenue expenditure largely non-discretionary
Revenue impact of sin taxes deferred to next
fiscal

Static Linkages

Tax buoyancy linked to nominal GDP

Capex vs Revenue Expenditure distinction
Fiscal deficit = Expenditure — Receipts
Inflation’s role in expanding GDP denominator
Counter-cyclical fiscal policy

Automatic stabilisers

Critical Analysis
Strengths

Sustained push to capital expenditure
supports medium-term growth multipliers.

Tax relief measures enhance household
financial resilience.

Demonstrates commitment to growth-oriented
fiscal policy despite constraints.

Concerns

Weak tax buoyancy limits fiscal headroom.
Low inflation mechanically inflates fiscal
ratios.

Revenue expenditure rigidity restricts
adjustment space.

Risk of missing fiscal deficit targets under the
FRBM glide path.

Broader Implications

Highlights limits of tax cuts as a short-term
demand stimulus.

Reinforces need for structural reforms beyond
fiscal levers.

Way Forward

Prioritise high-multiplier capital expenditure
over populist spending.

Improve GST compliance and base expansion
instead of frequent rate cuts.

Accelerate asset monetisation and strategic
disinvestment.

Adopt realistic nominal GDP assumptions in
fiscal projections.

Strengthen medium-term fiscal framework
with expenditure rules.

Coordinate fiscal stance with monetary policy
to revive demand sustainably.



Dangerous turn

Moscow and Kyiv must step back from
escalation and push for peace

ussia’s allegation that Ukraine launched
a massive drone attack on President Vla-
dimir Putins country residence in the
Nowvgorod region marks a deeply concerning mo-
ment in the nearly four-year-long war. Moscow
claims that 91 long-range drones targeted the hea-
vily fortified protected residence in northwestern
Russia, a site previously used by Soviet leaders Jo-
seph Stalin and Nikita Khrushchev. Russia has re-
leased a video of what it says is a downed drone
and handed drone data to the U.5. claiming that it
“proves” that Ukraine targeted Mr. Putin's home.
Ukraine President Volodymyr Zelenskyy has dis-
missed the allegation as fabricated. American
media have reported, citing CIA officials, that Uk-
raine did not target the residence. But the CIA is
an ally of Ukraine in the war and its assessment
may not be viewed as entirely impartial. Ukraine
has previously carried out sabotage operations
within and outside Russia. Take, for example, the
bombing of the Nord Stream pipelines in Septem-
ber 2022, It was initially blamed on Russia but led
to the arrest of Ukrainian nationals in Poland and
Italy last year. At the same time, it is Russia’s res-
ponsibility to present credible evidence that Uk-
raine targeted the residence. But regardless of
where the truth lies, the damage is already done.
The fact that such accusations are being made —
and believed by some world leaders — signals that
the war has entered an alarmingly volatile phase.
The timing of these allegations is also signifi-
cant. Russia's claim came close on the heels of
Mr. Zelenskyy's meeting with U.S. President Do-
nald Trump in Florida during which Washington
reportedly offered security guarantees to Uk-
raine as part of a peace agreement. Mr. Trump
had initially proposed a 28-point plan to which
Ukraine responded with a 20-point plan. There
were marathon talks involving U.S., Russian, Eu-
ropean and Ukrainian officials. The alleged Ukrai-
nian attack in Novgorod has dealt a blow to the
fragile peace effort. Moscow has already said it
will harden its negotiating position. Meanwhile,
on New Year’s eve, three Ukrainian drones struck
a cafe and a hotel in Khorly in the Russian-held
Kherson region, killing at least 27 people, includ-
ing a child, and injuring over 50 others. Russia
has intensified its strikes on Ukraine in recent
months, leaving the country facing severe power
shortages at the peak of winter. Taken together,
the escalating attacks and the controversy sur-
rounding Mr. Putin’s residence should serve as
urgent reminders to all parties that de-escalation
cannot be delayed. If the war spirals, it poses
grave risks to Europe and the world given the in-
volvement of nuclear powers on both sides. The
U.S., which is driving the peace talks, must re-
double diplomatic efforts while maintaining pres-
sure on Moscow and Kyiv to step back.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

* Russia alleged a large-scale drone attack on
President Vladimir Putin’s protected residence
in Novgorod region.

* Russia claimed involvement of 91 long-range
drones and released limited technical
evidence.

e Ukraine, led by Volodymyr Zelenskyy, denied
the allegation.

* Media reports citing the Central Intelligence
Agency stated Ukraine did not target the
residence.

* Allegations surfaced amid ongoing peace
negotiations involving Russia, Ukraine, Europe
and the United States.

* Incident coincided with intensified drone
strikes and civilian casualties on both sides.

Key Points
e Targeting of leadership-linked sites marks
qualitative escalation in the conflict.
e Attribution of drone attacks remains
technically complex and politically contested.

Russia signalled a hardening of negotiation
posture post-allegation.

Ukraine has prior precedent of cross-border
covert operations, though proof varies.

Drone warfare is increasingly central to the
conflict due to cost-efficiency and deniability.
Civilian infrastructure damage has worsened
humanitarian and energy crises, especially during
winter.

Static Linkages

Deterrence theory and escalation ladders.

Proxy warfare and plausible deniability.
International humanitarian law: distinction and
proportionality.

Nuclear deterrence and stability—instability
paradox.

Role of intelligence agencies in modern conflicts.
Ethics of leadership-targeted military narratives.

Critical Analysis
Escalation Risks

Leadership-centric allegations raise threshold of
retaliation.

Misinformation can undermine diplomatic
channels.

Attribution Challenges

Intelligence assessments lack universally
accepted neutrality.

Drone debris and data rarely provide conclusive
proof.

Stakeholder Interests

Russia: Strategic signalling and domestic
legitimacy.

Ukraine: Maintaining diplomatic and military
support.

U.S./Europe: Conflict containment and escalation
control.

Normative Concerns

Civilian casualties weaken moral legitimacy.
Weaponisation of narratives damages peace
credibility.

Way Forward

Independent international verification for
attribution.

Confidence-building measures to prevent
miscalculation.

De-escalation through sustained multilateral
diplomacy.

Avoid symbolic targeting narratives that escalate
conflict.

Prioritise civilian protection and humanitarian
access.

Reinforce nuclear risk-reduction communication
channels
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News
¢ [nstalled solar + wind capacity > 180 GW in

India.
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India has mandated time-of-
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* Renewables now among lowest-cost new
generation sources.
e Main constraint has shifted from generation
capacity to system utilisation.

¢ Key bottlenecks identified in:
o Distribution sector performance
o Retail tariff design
o Wholesale electricity market structure

Key Points

e AT&C losses ~16% at national level.
e Persistent cost under-recovery by discoms

despite:

o UDAY

o Revamped Distribution Sector Scheme
(RDSS)
e Discom incentives linked to electricity sales

volume, not system efficiency.

e Cross-subsidisation structure:
o C&l consumers - above-cost tariffs
o Agriculture & households -» below-cost
tariffs
* High-paying consumers shifting to:
o Energy efficiency
o Rooftop solar

o Open access -~ revenue erosion for discoms

e Discom cost structure dominated by:
o Fixed network O&M costs
©o Long-term PPAs

e Around 49 million smart meters installed; time-
of-day tariffs mandated.

affwummwm

* Electricity as Concurrent List subject.

e Concept of cross-subsidy in public
utilities.

* Fixed vs variable cost recovery in
infrastructure sectors.

¢ Demand-side management as
efficiency tool.

e Marginal cost pricing and allocative
efficiency.

* Role of independent regulators in
network industries.

Critical Analysis

Advantages

e Renewables reduce emissions and import
dependence.

tariffs.

markets.

Way Forward
Separate fixed network charges from energy charges.
Redesign incentives toward:
o Reliability
o Loss reduction
o Flexibility services
e Pair time-of-day tariffs with automated demand-
response technologies.
e |Implement nationwide market-based economic
dispatch.
e Integrate captive power plants into wholesale

e Smart metering enables granular demand
management.

e Market-based dispatch improves cost efficiency.

e Demand response cheaper than large-scale storage.

Issues / Challenges

e Volumetric tariffs fail to recover fixed costs.

e Net metering credits rooftop solar at retail tariff
including network costs.

e Discoms become backup providers without adequate
compensation.

e Consumers lack automation to respond to dynamic

e Fragmented markets restrict inter-state renewable
optimisation.

e Financial stress weakens discom reform capacity.
Stakeholder Concerns

e Discoms: revenue instability

e States: loss of procurement autonomy

e Consumers: tariff uncertainty

e |nvestors: regulatory risk

e Strengthen regulatory oversight on tariff
rationalisation.

e Promote consumer awareness and smart appliance
adoption.



Casual racismis normal, let’s
start calling it out every time

AST WEEK, I haul inwvigilation
duty = something | have done
hundreds of times over my 25-
wear teaching career at the

Begbaruah Committee in 2004, They
made important recommendatlons that
bed 10 Some concrele impact, including
amending the IPC to make racial slars
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b e e e

ANidoTania  the Northeast. The student in the examination hall laWS
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e Strengths
KEY HIGHLIGHTS o Formal recognition of racial discrimination.
Context of the News o Dedicated mechanisms like SPUNER and
 Racist remarks made against a Northeast nodal officers.
faculty member during exam invigilation in a * Limitations
central university highlight persistence of © Weak implementation and poor
casual racism in educational institutions. sensitisation.

e Incident reflects deeper societal normalisation o Trivialisation of racial slurs as humour.
of racial slurs and stereotypes against people o Absence of a comprehensive anti-
from the Northeast. discrimination law.

e Past extreme cases such as Nido Tania (2014) e Ethical Dimension

o Violates dignity, fraternity, and respect for
diversity.
¢ Institutional Challenge
o Normalisation of bias within police and

and Anjel Chakma (2023) underline severity of
racial violence.

* These incidents triggered institutional
responses, notably the Bezbaruah Committee

(2014). educational spaces.
Key Points Way Forward
 Casual racism includes racial slurs, mockery, * Enactacomprehensive anti-discrimination
stereotyping, and “jokes” targeting physical legislation.
appearance and cultural identity. e Mandatory sensitisation programmes in
e Bezbaruah Committee recommendations: universities and police forces.
o Racial slurs and discriminatory acts to be e Strengthen monitoring of nodal officers by
cognisable offences. UGC/State authorities.
o Nodal police stations, helplines, and special * Deeper integration of Northeast history and
prosecutors. culture in curricula.

o Appointment of nodal officers in e Zero-tolerance institutional protocols for racial
educational institutions. harassment.

o Sensitisation of police and inclusion of
Northeast culture in textbooks.




India wants tobe Vishwaguru.
That willneed Indianideas

NDIAOFTEN speaks ofbecoming a Vishwagnme. Aglobal
teacher and thought leader. Yet, global influence ks never
won with slegans, True leadership comes from ideas,
frameworks, and theories others must use, Britain did not
dominate the world merely through fleets. Itexported a
liveral political econonyy, The LS did not lead sobely through mili-
tary and economic power; it advanced realism and liberal insti-
tutionalism. Today, China promotes concepts like fiarda and
digital soversignty as alternatives to Westem universals. Nations
- thatdefine the terms of debate shapewhat otherscan imagine as
possitile. Indiatoo often walks in carrying other people’s ideas.

“Thisis not atalent problem. India has arich intellectual heri-
tage and a large, English-speakingelite. Think of Arvabhata and
Bhaskara, whose wark in mathematics and astronomy in-
fluenced global knowledge: or Chanakya, whose Arthashasira
Bose, CV Raman, and Satyendra Nath Bose shaped sclentific
thought worddwide. The problem lies in the ecosystem. Univer-
sities chase publication counts over coneeptual impact. Interdis-
ciplinary work remains a career risk. Think tanks churmout policy
briefs for news cycles, Medla rewards certalnty, not patient re-
flection. Bureaucracies optimise procedure, notenduring frame-
works. Without an ecosystemthat prizes deepthinking. India re-
mains aconsumer of frameworks invented elsewhere,

Indix’s military often operates on doctrines suited for other
nations” realities. When India “does™ foreign policy, it mostly
workswithinimported frames — realism, liberalism, deterrence,
or constructivism. These frameworks dictate what states count
as rational and who counts on the global stage. Consider George
Kennan's “containment”, Joseph Nye's “soft power”, or Albert
Hirschman’s ideas on development. India today often reacts; it
rarely redesigns the board, Evenin forums like BRICS or the Quad,
India demonstrates competence, not conceptual leadership.,

The 21st centuery is tuming en technology and data, India has
leverage: Overabillion wsers, rapidly growing digital infrastrac-
ture, and a reputation asastable democracy. Yet ifthe vocabulary
remainsimported, from Silicon Valley, Brussels, or Geneva, India
remains a consumer of normes. Questions around digital sover-
eignty, privacy, and ethical Al are opportunities to define legit-
imacy ina networked world.

Vishwagnru is not atitle claimed on stage. It isa pattermn in oi-
tations, syllabi, and policy documents. Influencebegins rot with
applause, but with angument, That requines patient statecraft,
long-term investment in research, open debate, and tolerance
fordissent. Indla standsat a fork. ltcan remain askilled consumer
of external frameworks, adapting competently but always on
someonedlse’s map Oritcan produce concepts that others must
cite, contest, and live with Strengthening the ecosystemn for ideas
1s central to almanirbharta,
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India can
remaina
skilled
consumer of
external
frameworks,
adapting
competently
but always on
someone else’s
map. Oritcan
produce
concepts that
others must
cite, contest,
and live with The writer s an indian Army veteranand
former advisor to the Ministry of Horme Affairs

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

India increasingly projects itself as a
Vishwaguru (global teacher) in political and
strategic discourse.

Global leadership today is shaped less by
military power and more by ideas, theories,
and norms that define international debates.
Major powers historically influenced the world
by exporting intellectual frameworks, not just
material strength.

India participates actively in global forums but
rarely sets the conceptual agenda.

Rapid digitalisation and global governance
challenges offer India a window to shape
norms.

Key Points Explained

Nations that create concepts determine what
is considered rational, legitimate, and possible
globally.

India often applies imported frameworks in
foreign policy, security, economics, and
technology governance.

Despite a strong intellectual heritage, India’s
idea-generation ecosystem is weak.
Academic institutions prioritise publication
quantity over conceptual originality.
Interdisciplinary research remains risky for
academic careers.

Think tanks focus on short-term policy
outputs, not long-term theory building.
Media and bureaucracy reward certainty and
procedure rather than deep reflection.
Leadership in the 21st century requires
shaping norms in digital governance, data, and
Al ethics.

Static Linkages

Ancient India emphasised knowledge as power
through philosophy, mathematics, astronomy,
and statecraft.

Classical texts show early integration of ethics,
economy, diplomacy, and governance.
Post-independence India stressed scientific
temper and institutional development.
Constitutional values support freedom of
thought, inquiry, and dissent.

Knowledge production historically thrived
where institutions protected autonomy.

Critical Analysis
Strengths

Large English-speaking intellectual base with
global access.

Strong digital public infrastructure with export
potential.

Democratic system allows debate and
pluralism.

Challenges

Research funding biased towards applied and
short-term outputs.

Weak incentives for original theory creation.
Excessive dependence on Western intellectual
traditions.

Limited tolerance for academic dissent in
policy spaces.

Stakeholder Perspective

Universities seek rankings over originality.
Policymakers prefer tested foreign models for
predictability.

Private sector innovates but follows global
norms set elsewhere.

Ethical and Constitutional Angle

Intellectual leadership requires freedom of
expression.

Suppressing dissent undermines innovation.
Moral authority comes from reasoned
argument, not assertion.



Way Forward

Reform academic evaluation to reward original
and interdisciplinary research.

Create autonomous, publicly funded
institutions for long-term idea generation.
Encourage Indian conceptual frameworks in
diplomacy and global governance.

Use digital public goods to define norms on
data, privacy, and Al ethics.

Strengthen academic freedom and open
debate.

Link atmanirbharta with intellectual self-
reliance, not isolation.




In clean Indore, the
rot and the stain

HE TRAGEDY unfolding in Indore is disquieting. At
least eight people have lost their lives, and more than
200 are in hospital after drinking contaminated water
supplied by the city’s municipality. The state govern-
ment hastaken disciplinaryaction against officials and instituted
aprobe, However, itintervened only after the crisis assumed grave
proportions, In fact, Madhya Pradesh Urban Administration Min-
ister Kailash Vijayvargiva'sderisive response toa journalist’s query
on the incident betrays a shocking evasion of accountability —
hedescribed the question as useless. Municipal wateris governed
by Bureau of Indian Standards norms, and supplies must be
monitored continuously to make sure no pathogen seeps in.
Drinking water pipes and sewage lines must be segregated care-
fully. By all accounts, these fundamentals of urban governance
were flouted in Indore, otherwise regarded as India’s best-gov-
erned municipality — it has topped the Swachh Survekshan
Index for eight consecutive years, The bacterial contamination
responsible for the outbreak stemmed from a breach inthe water
pipeline in the city’s Bhagirathpura area. The residents had
flagged this health hazard over two months ago. But officials did
not heed the wamings, including those of the local corporator.

‘Watercontamination has beena longstanding concemin In-
diancities. In November, students of the Vellore Institute of Tech-
nology in Bhopal went on a protest against contaminated water
supply after a jaundice outbreak on the campus. Three people
died in Chennai in December 2024 due to the consumption of
contaminated pipedwater. Disease outbreaks duetowaterbome
bacteria have alsobeen reported in Bengaluru, Noida, and Kochi
inthepast two years. They are agrim reminder that piped supply
is notan assurance againstcontamination. Water supplyinalarge
number of cities continues to rely on pipelines laid in colonial
times or in the immediate years after Independence, Indore’s
water supply network, for instance, is 120 years old.

The 74th Constitutional Amendment gave an expansiveman-
date to municipalities — from land regulation to water supply,
sanitation, and environmental protection. More than 30 vears
later, urban governance bears little resemblance tothe landmark
legislation’svision. Finances are often a problem for local bodies,
butevensomeofIndia’s ichest municipalities — Delhi or Mum-
bai, for example — have faltered in performing basic civic func-
tions, The local bodies must own a large share of the blame for
the growing water and air pollution crises in large parts of the
country. Indore’s tragedy illustrates that municipal inertia dogs
attemptsto modernise infrastructure even inIndia'scleanest city.
A rapidlyurbanising country deserves better.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

e Over 200 residents hospitalised in Indore due
to bacterial contamination in municipal
drinking water.

e Contamination traced to a breach in an ageing
water pipeline in Bhagirathpura area.

* Residents and the local corporator had flagged
the issue over two months earlier, but
warnings were ignored.

e State government ordered a probe and
disciplinary action only after the outbreak
escalated.

* Incident occurred despite Indore’s repeated
top ranking in Swachh Survekshan, raising
questions about substantive vs symbolic urban
governance.

Key Points

* Municipal drinking water must comply with BIS
standards (IS 10500) for potable water quality.

¢ Continuous monitoring and strict segregation
of sewage and drinking water pipelines are
mandatory.

* Indore’s water supply network is ~120 years
old, reflecting broader urban infrastructure
obsolescence.

e Similar outbreaks reported recently in
Chennai, Bengaluru, Noida, Kochi, and Bhopal,
indicating a systemic urban public health risk.

e Piped water supply is not a guarantee of safety
without maintenance and surveillance.

Static Linkages

* Urban local bodies are constitutionally
responsible for water supply, sanitation, and
public health.

e Decentralisation without capacity and finance
leads to weak service delivery.

e Ageing infrastructure increases negative
externalities, including disease outbreaks.

e Public health failures reflect gaps in preventive
governance, not merely crisis response.

e Environmental governance requires
integration of water, sanitation, and health
planning.

Critical Analysis

e Governance deficit: Failure to act on early
warnings indicates institutional inertia.

e Accountability gap: Reactive disciplinary
action undermines public trust.

e |nfrastructure neglect: Focus on cleanliness
rankings overshadowed core civic services.

e Fiscal stress: Urban local bodies often lack
funds for capital-intensive upgrades.

e Ethical concern: Casual dismissal of public
health questions reflects erosion of
administrative ethics.

e Structuralissue: Even financially strong
municipalities struggle with basic service
delivery.

Way Forward

e Mandatory real-time water quality monitoring
with public dashboards.

e Time-bound replacement of colonial-era
pipelines under urban renewal missions.

e Strengthen municipal finances via property tax
reforms and predictable transfers.

e Institutionalise citizen grievance redressal with
accountability timelines.

e Integrate Swachh Bharat, AMRUT, and National
Health Mission at city level.

e Shift from ranking-based optics to outcome-
based urban governance.

e Capacity building of municipal staff in public
health risk management.



Telecom sector needs
more strong players

ELECOM AND aviation were amongst the most robust

by the entry of several new private players. But today,

both sectorsare characterised by market concentration.
Theaviationsector in Indiaisdominated by two players — IndiGo
and AirIndia. Inthetelecom sector, twostrong private players —
Jioand Airtel —account foraround 75 percent of the market. Vo-
dafone Idea, which is a financially weak third player and partly
owned by the govemnment, occupies 16.5 per cent of the market,
while state-owned BSNL accounts for just 8 per cent. As recent
eventsinthe aviation sector have alsoshown, this degree of mar-
ketconcentration has unhappy consequences. Itunderlinesthe
need to facilitate healthy competition in sectors across the econ-
omy. Inthis context, reports pointing to the possible government
exit from Vodafone Idea are welcome.

Vodafone Idea has been in a precarious financial position.
As of December 2024, its total debt was around Rs 2.3 lakh
crore, comprising AGR dues and spectrum liability. Its sub-
scriber base has fallen from 213 million in September 2024 to
203.5 million in September 2025. A few days ago, the Union
cabinet approved a relief package for the beleaguered telco,
freezing its AGR dues(adjusted gross revenue) and reschedul-
ing their payment over a10-year period ending in Fy41. Along-
side providing clarity over its dues, as per areport in this paper,
the government is also exploring the option of bringing in an
investor, who could eventually take majority control. A new
investor could infuse money into the telco to ensure its long-
term viability. This is much needed. The sector would benefit
from the presence of a larger number of financially strong
players, and better serve consumer interest.

The importance of ensuring a level playing field cannot be
emphasised enough. The rules of the game should be applied
fairly, and to all. The telecom sector forms the backbone of the
digital economy, the government needs to proceed carefully.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

e |ndian telecom and aviation sectors, once
marked by intense private competition, have
witnessed high market concentration.

e Aviation is largely dominated by IndiGo and Air
India.

e Telecom is dominated by Reliance Jio and
Bharti Airtel, together holding ~75% market
share.

e Vodafone Idea (Vi) is financially stressed, while
BSNL has a marginal presence.

* Reports indicate a possible government exit
from Vodafone Idea, with efforts to induct a
private investor to restore competition.

Key Points
e Vodafone Idea’s total debt ~¥2.3 lakh crore
(AGR dues + spectrum liabilities).
e Subscriber base declined from ~213 million
(Sep 2024) to ~203.5 million (Sep 2025).
¢ Union Cabinet approved:
o Freezing of AGR dues
o Rescheduling of payments over 10 years
(up to FY41)
e Government exploring strategic investor
induction, potentially leading to majority
private ownership.

e Telecom sector is the backbone of Digital India,
affecting fintech, e-governance, startups, and
service delivery.

Static Linkages

e Competition improves allocative and productive
efficiency.

* Excessive concentration risks oligopolistic pricing
and reduced consumer welfare.

e Spectrum as a scarce public resource requiring
efficient allocation.

e Concept of Level Playing Field in regulated
markets.

e Role of independent regulators in network
industries.

Critical Analysis
Pros
* Exit of government reduces policy conflict of
interest (regulator vs owner).
e Entry of a strong investor can:
o Improve financial viability of Vi
o Enhance price competition
o Safeguard consumer choice
* Prevents telecom from sliding into a duopoly.
Concerns
* Repeated relief packages may create moral
hazard.
e Risk of taxpayer burden through indirect bailouts.
e Weak competition can lead to:
o Higher tariffs
o Slower innovation
e Regulatory uncertainty around AGR and spectrum
pricing persists.
Stakeholder Perspectives
e Consumers: Prefer more players - lower prices,
better quality.
e Government: Balance fiscal prudence with market
stability.
e Industry: Needs predictable regulation and fair
competition.

Way Forward

e Facilitate transparent strategic disinvestment in
Vodafone Idea.

e Strengthen ex-ante competition regulation in
telecom.

* Ensure technology-neutral, rational spectrum
pricing.

* Clearly separate government’s roles as
policymaker and market participant.

e Encourage infrastructure sharing to reduce entry
barriers.

e Long-term reform of AGR definition to avoid
recurring disputes.



