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SC pauses Aravalli ruling, moots new panel

Court keeps in abeyance November 20 decision
upholding govt. definition of mountain system

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
I I I::-n Monday kept in
abeyance its No-

vember 20 judgment
upholding a government
expert panel definition res-
tricting the world’s oldest
surviving mountain  sys-
tem, the Aravalli Range, to
hills sporting an elevation
of 100 metres or above,
and hill clusters, slopes,
and hillocks located within
500 metres of each other.
“This stay shall remain
in effect until the present
sdings reach a state
of logical finality, ensuring
that no irreversible admi-
nistrative or ecological ac-
tions are taken based on
the current framework,”
the court ordered. It direct-
ed that no fresh or re
newed mining  leases
should be given without
prior permission of the top
court.

A threejudge Bench,
headed by Chief Justice of
India Surya Kant, ook suo
mioter cognisance of the
widely publicised public
apprehension over the res-
trictive  definition, espe-
cially that only 1,048 Ara-
valli hills out of a total
12,081 in Rajasthan alone
would meet the 100-metre
elevation threshold and,
consequently, the lower
ranges would be “stripped
off” the environmental
protection due to them.
The court agreed that if
true, it would be a “signifi-
cant regulatory lacuna” in
safeguarding the Aravallis.

High-powered panel

The Bench proposed the
constitution of a high-po-
wered comminee to ana-
Iyse whether “sustainable
mining” or *regulated min-
ing” within the newly de
marcated Aravalli areas,
notwithstanding regulato-
ry oversight, would result

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

* The Supreme Court of India kept in abeyance J
its Nov 20 judgment that upheld a restrictive
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in any adverse ecological
CONsSequences.
“Independent  expert
opinions must be obtained
and considered after con-
sulting with all the stake-
holders. There is a need w
resolve ambiguities and
provide  definitive  gui-
dance,” Chief Justice Kant
said, The commitiee would
assess the areas no longer
covened by the definition,
specifically whether such
exclusion risks their even-
tual degradation, thereby

definition of the Aravalli Range.

e The definition limited Aravallis to hills 2100 m

elevation and clusters within 500 m.
* The Court took suo motu cognisance of

concerns that large parts of the range would J

lose protection.

* Fresh or renewed mining leases barred without

prior Court approval.

e A high-powered expert committee proposed to

reassess ecological impacts.

Key Points

* In Rajasthan, only ~1,048 of 12,081 hills meet
the 100 m criterion, risking loss of protection.

e Court flagged a “structural paradox”:

narrowing protected areas may expand mining

in ecologically contiguous zones.

e Committee to conduct scientific, geological, o
and multi-temporal impact assessments.
e Emphasis on a nuanced, ecosystem-based .

definition to protect overall ecological

integrity.
e Government cited a proposed Sustainable .

Mining Management Plan via Ministry of

Environment, Forest and Climate Change and

Indian Council of Forestry Research and
Education.

The definition meant only 1,048 Aravalli hills in
Rajasthan would meet the elevation threshold

Independent expert
opinions [on the

Aravallis] must be obtained and

il the st lders,
eed [0 resolve

ambiguities and provide

definitive guidance

SURYA KANT
Chief Justice of India

compromising the overall
ecological integrity of the
Aravalli Range.

The restrictive defini-
tion upheld by the top
court in November had
sparked a public furore
across the four Aravalli
States of Rajasthan, Uttar
Pradesh, Haryana, and
Delhi, with environmental-
ists and activists voicing
comcerns that the shrink
ing of protection would
open the doors for unbri-
dled mining in the hill

Pros

ranges, which act as a
green barrier against the
eastward expansion of the
Thar desert, and worsen
pollution in cities such as
Delhi.

Critleal issues

The proposed panel would
also hold a multi-temporal
evaluation of the shor-
term and long-term envi-
ronmental impacts result-
ing from the implementa-
tion of the recommended
definition and its associat-
ed directions.

The Bench said several
critical issues needed
further clarification, in-
cluding “whether the res.
trictive demarcation has
inversely broadened the
scope  of ‘non-Aravallit
areas, thereby facilivating
the continuation of unreg-
ulated mining and other
disruptive activities in ter
rains ecologically comtigu-
ous but technically exclud-
ed by this definition”.

Static Linkages
Oldest fold mountain system; runs SW-NE
across NW India.
e Acts as a barrier against the eastward spread
of the Thar Desert.
e Crucial for groundwater recharge, biodiversity,
and climate moderation.
Linked to precautionary principle and
sustainable development doctrines.

Critical Analysis

Way Forward
Adopt landscape/ecosystem-based
demarcation.
Mandate cumulative impact and carrying-
capacity studies.
¢ Use remote sensing + ground surveys.

Ensure court-monitored sustainable mining
plans.

The court indicated that
the definition of the Araval-
T range must be arrived at
only after exhaustive scien-
tific and geological estima-
tions, and precise mea-
surements of all the hills
and hillocks.

The definition of the
Aravallis, the court under-
scored, must be more
nuanced and and mea-
sured to maintain the “eco-
logical integrity of the en-
tire range”.

The government, repre-
sented by Solicitor-General
Tushar Mehta, said the
court's acceptance of the
recommendations of a
committee of the Ministry
of Environment, Forest
and Climate Change has
led o “misconceptions
and  misrepresentations”
about the court and the go-
vernment in the public
domain.

Mr. Mehta flagged that
the judgment had directed
the preparation of a “Man-

Activists fear unbridled mining in the hill ranges,
which serve as a barrier against the Thar desert

agement Plan for Sustaina-
ble Mining" by the Envi-
ronment Ministry through
the Indian Council of For-
estry Research and Educa-
tion, which would have
had to get the nod of the
top court.

‘Structural paradox®
A definition restricting the
Aravalli Range to clusters
within 500 m of each other
may introduce a “structu-
ral paradox” wherein the
geographical scope of pro-
tected territory would be
significantly narrowed, the
court said. The court ex-
plained whether clusters
with larger gaps but contig-
uols to the Aravalli terrain
would be then opened o
unregulated mining and
ather “disruptive activi-
ties”, thereby causing and
spreading extensive dam-
age even to the protected
areas.

The court listed the suo
niatl case on January 21

* Preventsirreversible ecological damage.
* Reinforces science-based environmental
governance.
Concerns
e Rigid metrics ignore landscape connectivity.
* Risk of unregulated mining in excluded zones.



Manufacturing, capital goods lead IIP
growth to 25-month high of 6.7% in Nov.

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Index of Industrial
Production (IIP) growth
reached a 25-month high
of 6.7% in November, dri-
ven by broad-based gains
led by manufacturing and
capital goods sectors, data
released by the Union Sta-
tistics and Programme [m-
plementation Ministry on
Monday showed.

Within the NP, the ma-
nufacturing sutput growth
accelerated to a 25-month
high of 8%. This was on a
relatively high base of 5%
in November 2024, “While
the  year-onyear 1P
growth surged to a 25-
month high of 6.7% in No-
vember 2025 from 0.5% in
October 2025, this upsw-

; -
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12 Growth in industrial activity surged S
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ing largely reflects the shift
in the festive calendar, res-
tocking after the festive
season sales, as well as
some normalisation in ac-
tivity across mining and
electricity segments fol-
lowing the excess unseaso-
nal rains in the previous
month,” Aditi Nayar, chief

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News
e |IP growth rose to 6.7% in November, a 25-

month high, as per data from the Ministry of

highmt in the past 25 months,

The chart sbhvsﬂw!vh- wise ail-indip

Jan. 2025
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economist, ICRA Ltd., said.

Ms. Nayar said that des-
pite the demand boost fol-
lowing GST rate rationali-
sation in September, 1P
growth averaged 3.6% dur-
ing the October-November
period, lower than the
4.3% expansion seen in the
July-September  quarter.

Statistics and Programme Implementation.

e Sharp rebound from 0.5% in October, aided by

festive calendar effects, post-festive

restocking, and normalisation after unseasonal

rains.

* However, Oct-Nov average growth (3.6%)
remained below Q2 average (4.3%).

Key Points

e Manufacturing: +8% (25-month high; strong
base effect).
e Capital goods: +10.4% (11-month high -
investment signal).

e [nfrastructure & construction: +12.1% (fastest

since Oct 2023).
* Mining: +5.4% (3-month high).
e Electricity: -1.5% (weather and demand

impact).

e Consumer demand:
o Durables: +10.3%
o Non-durables: +7.3%

Static Linkages
e |IP base year 2011-12; sectors: Mining,
Manufacturing, Electricity.

e Manufacturing has ~77% weight, driving
headline IIP.

e Capital goods output is a leading indicator of

investment cycle.

e Electricity output is highly weather-sensitive.

The infrastructure and
construction sectors grew
at 12.1% in November, the
fastest since October 2023,

Buoyed by strong per-
formances in manufactur-
ing and construction sec-
tors, the capital goods
sector recorded an 1l-
month-high  growth of
10.4% in November.

Mining output growth
accelerated to a three-
month high of 5.4% in No-
vember. The electricity
sector was the only one to
contract, declining by 1.5%
in November, down from a
growth of 4.4% in Novem-
ber last year.

Consumer durables and
consumer  non-durables
sectors rebounded in No-
vember, growing 10.3%
and 7.3%, respectively.

Critical Analysis
Pros
* Broad-based recovery across manufacturing
and construction.
e Strong capital goods growth hints at capex
revival.
Cons
e Growth partly base-effect driven, not fully
structural.
e Electricity contraction questions
sustainability.
e |IP remains volatile and limited as a sole
growth proxy.

Way Forward
e Continue public capex push to crowd-in
private investment.
e Strengthen power sector resilience.
e Use lIP alongside PMI, GST collections, and
credit data for policy decisions.




SC stays HC’s suspension
of ex-BJP MLASs sentence
in the Unnao rape case

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Momnday stayed the opera-
tion of a Delhi High Court
order suspending the pri-
s0m sentence and gramting
Thail to former MLA and ex-
pelled BJP leader Kuldeep
Singh Sengar, who was
convicted for the kidnap
and rape of a minor, in-
duced o come to his resl-
dence in 2017 on the false
pretexa of providing her
with a job.

Appearing  before  a
three-judge Bench headed
Ty Chief Justice of India Su-
rya Kani, the Central Bu
reau of Investigation (CBI,
which probed the case,
said, “We are answerable
to the child whe was only
15 years old when this
gruesome crime happened
to her”

During the hearing, the
top court noted that the
High Court had not agreed
with the trial court's con-
viction of Sengar under
Section 5ic) of the Protec-
tion of Children from Sex-
ual Offences (FOCS0) Act.
Solicitor-General  Tushar
Mehta said the term “pu-
blic servant’ used in Sec-
tion 5(c) must be inerpret-
id broadly to include any
person in a ‘dominant po-
sition” to the survivor.

Who is ‘public servant®

“If a person 15 in a domi-
nant position over the vie
tim, the crime should be
imerpreted as an ‘aggravat-
ed sexual assault’ under
the POCSO Act. So, an MP
or an MLA would be guilty
of aggravated sexual as-
sault... In this case, he was

IFa person is inadominant position

over the victime the crime
should be interpreted as an
“agaravated sexual assaul” under
the POCSOL So,an M or MLA
wisthd be guilty of agravated
sesxual assaulr... In this case, he
was a very powertul MLA in

theat area

TUSHAR MEHTA
Solichor-General of India

Order a temporary relief, fight
will continue: survivor’s lawyer

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court order
should net be reated as a
victory but as a temporary
relief, Mehmood Pracha,
the Lowyer of the Unnao
e survivor, sid on
Monday. “She [the

classified a rape commit-
ted by a “public servant” on
a child to be an aggravated
form of sexual assauli. The
punishment in such cases
would be a minimum of 20
years, extending up to the
remainder of the convict's
natural life,

However, the High
Court had imported the
meaning of ‘public ser-
vant’ from the erstwhile In-
dian Penal Code (IPC),
which did not consider an
MLA a ‘public servant’,
This logic had led the High
Court to conclude on No-
vember 23 that Sengar was
wrongly convicted under
Section 5{c).

‘The top court, in its or-

survivor] kept asking me if
she will be safe after Delhi
High Court’s order. Now,
af least | can assure her
the Supreme Court has
granted her a temporary
relief,” she said.

FULL REPORT OH
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Unnao  case  revolved
around a set of “unigue
facts and circumstances”,
including the fact that Sen-
gar was also found guilty of
the custedial death of the
survivor's father,

It noted that Sengar has
sougtht bail in the custodial
death case, and the court
concerned has already re-
served the case o pass or-
ders - indicating that, if
granted bail, he would be
released from custody.

“Keeping in mind these
pecullar  clrcumstances,
we deem it appropriate o
stay the operation of the
November 23, 2025 order
passed by the High Court,”
the Bench directed.

a very powerful MLA in  der, noted that it usually The court scheduled the
that area,” he argued. did mot interfere with an  case for hearing on Janu-
Sectlon 5(c) of the Act  order of bail. However, the  ary 20

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

e Supreme Court of India stayed a Delhi High
Court order granting bail to Kuldeep Singh
Sengar, convicted for rape of a minor.

e The High Court held that an MLA is not a
“public servant” under Section 5(c) of the
Protection of Children from Sexual Offences
Act.

e Central Bureau of Investigation argued for a
broad interpretation considering the accused’s
dominant position.

¢ SC cited peculiar circumstances, including
conviction in the custodial death of the
survivor’s father.

* Final hearing scheduled for January 20.

Key Points
¢ Section 5(c) POCSO: Sexual assault by a public
servant = aggravated offence.
e Punishment: Minimum 20 years, extendable to
life imprisonment.
e HCrelied on IPC definition of public servant.

e SCinclined towards purposive interpretation
focusing on power and dominance, not
designation.

* Bail stayed despite general non-interference
principle.

Static Linkages

e Article 21: Right to life with dignity (survivor-
centric justice).

¢ POCSO Section 42A: POCSO overrides IPC in
case of inconsistency.

e Purposive interpretation in social welfare
legislation.

e Bailjurisprudence: Gravity of offence + victim
protection as key factors.

Critical Analysis
Positives
e Strengthens child protection jurisprudence.
* Recognises political power as coercive
authority.
¢ Reinforces deterrence under POCSO.
Concerns
e Ambiguity in statutory definition of “public
servant”.
¢ Risk of inconsistent bail standards.
e Delay intensifies survivor trauma.

Way Forward
¢ Amend POCSO to explicitly include elected
representatives.
e Adopt dominant position test legislatively.
e Fast-track POCSO appeals.
e Make victim-impact assessment mandatory in
bail hearings.



The quiet foundations for India’s next growth phase

5 2025 draws to & close, the lowd
hesdlines are ey 1o spod, but what &
easher 1o mlss ks the quister work of
governance, the steady, week after
wiek chearing of bottlenecks - the cumukative
pm‘h tewhat I mean by Reform Express 2025,
ndia crassed shout $4.1 erillion 0 nonsinal
mPMmM]mnalhenm-hﬁbunh
wmw Standasd and Poor's upgraded
ndia’s severcign rating io BHE afier 18 years,
wllmtwﬁrmﬂmhumdm
i ot i . I an uncertain world
whiere political chism has become the narm,
Indlia’s stable keadership makes reforms oredible,
and crodibile reforms convert private caution inso
private investmend. -

1 have seen, across negntiating tables, from the
GATT arul WTO systemn to mlrilateral fonems,
that rules are only as good a8 1he incentives they
create. When procedures are opague, discretion
expands, and then even well intentioned policy
enils up discouraging emerprise. When

res are clean and tme-bound,
compedition thrives, investment plans get
executed, and jobs follow.

Indlia‘s togal exports his $525 25 billion during
4-ZS, representing an annual growth of over
6%, To suppon this velume of rade, the
prverrment introduced several digital tools such
as The Trade Connect elatform, a single digital
window for exporters, and the Trade Intelligence
and Aradytics (T1A) pomal for providing realtime
miarket data.

“The trade agrecments
Thee India-United Kingdom Comprehenshae
Econamic and Trade Agreement signed in July
20125 creaved a stronges platorm for Indian
exparters, with wide duty free acorss and clearer
pahlmforﬂnkfsmdﬂ:lltd maobdity, In
2025, India signed 2 Comprehensie
mmmk'hrmmlpmtmm with Oman,
arengibening 3 straleghc eoonomic corridar for
pooxls, services, and irvestment. India aleo
conchuded regatiations for a free trade
agreement with New Zealand, expanding India‘s
and serting

lrudlassanupncmrupmdrdmnﬂuﬂcw
twa lakh govemnmient-recognised startups, which
el create more than 2 akh jobs, The Open
Netwirk for Digital Commeroe (ONDC) procesoed
ower 326 million orders, averaging more than 5.9
lakh daily transactions. Additionally, the
Government e-Markesplace (GeM) saw s

TranEsction valise cross 216,41 Likh

erore, with 11 lakh mbcro and small emerprises
receiving orders wonth over £7.35 Lakh crore.

India also improved its position in the Global
Innovathon Index, rising to 26th place among 139

2

Hardeep §, Purl
i Uvsiom Minister e
Petr ol and
Hatural Gas,
Gowerarera of lndia

In @ quiet and
cumulative way,
Reform
Express 2025 is
sowing the
seeds of the

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News
e 2025 witnessed sustained, incremental

governance reforms aimed at removing

structural bottlenecks.

cconomies. Efforts to simplify business
operations resubied in the reduction of over
AT000 il < ad the d lisation of
4158Icg:l]mm By late Kewvember, the

National Single Window System processed mone
than 8,29 lakh approvals. Infrastructure planning
also saw changes as the PM Gatishake Ratlonal
Master Flan opersed to-the private sector, and the
Project Moniloring Group portal has onlsoarded
over 3,000 projects vaheed at moee than T96 lakh
crone.

Better legislation

Emibracing trust-based governance, Parliansent
passed the Repealing and Amending Bill 2025,
clearing out 71 Mcwththadwﬂ:‘wd
thyeiy purpese. Exse of doing business sko

closer 10 e ernepreneur mnmﬂldlurh:( Jevel
reform frameworks, inchading the District
Business Reform Action Plan 2028, which seeks o
make local administrations mone responsive,
predictable, and aceountable,

A mesdern labour regime marters for scale, for
mamufacturing, and for a services economy that
wants to formalise jobs while expanding social
security coverage, With the four hibour codes
coming into effect from November 21, 2025, 29
central Iabuwtamhmhﬁnmnmlhlmdlmo:
simpler framework covering wages, industrial
refations, social security and workplace safety.

The Sequrities Markets Code Bll was
Introduced to mademise securities L and
ﬂmmhmﬂe&cunuﬂandl‘_\ﬂm?md
Indaakluwn!unlml'mrl capacity,

courts,

tme-bound grievance redness, At o moment
when netail i has expa

is drawing langer global porifolic interest,
regulstory carity becomes part of national
competisiveness, helping savings flow Into
producthve Evestment.

Lagistics is whene reform becomes visible in
coats, and 025 srw a push o modemnise the
maritime backbone of trade. Nearly 95% of
Indlia's trade by volume and about 70% by value
mivies thiough maritime rowtes, so port and
shipping elliciercy is a competithveness isue
mlumlmumwbmphmd::mmlm
frameswork and introduced modern governance
tools, Immmlwm:m:lm a

and companents for financial assistance and
development, points i 3 knger ambiion: build
Industrial depth, neduce dependence, and keep
Fresight value within India over tinve. This is
industrial policy in the clitidc wnse, creatingan
ecosysiem where private capital can enter with a
clearer risk framsewark, and where jobs are
ereated not only in ports but across shipyards,
coMpanents, engineering, and services.

.I\fnmsuu

rt‘nrms.lno weze designed for long cycle
lmumzm Thie Dilfehis (Regulation and
Developemen) Amendment Act, 2025 and the
new Petralewsm and Natural Gas Rules 2025
sought ko reduce investor risk by emphasising

woward a simgle
project life cyele, and putting clearer timelines on
approvals, The Open Acreage Licensing Policy
continued widening the explomtion map, with
Rounsd X offering 25 blocks across about 0.2
million squane kilometres, predominantly
offihore, incheding deepaater and ultra
decpwater opportumities. Alongside this, the
National m;uwmm Mission
shgnalled a strategic o domestie resources,
rechology, and capability in complex

exploration.

Reform Express 2025 also carried a strategic
energy and sechnology dimension, Budges 2025
et oiat & Nuschear Energy Misston with an oubay of
20,0008 crome b accelerabe small mosdular
reactors and other achanced designs, aligned
with the national objective of B0 GW af
nu.clcarnpﬂchybym.andalumofﬁw
Imidiggerioush sl modular

Transforming indis SHANTT Billis & huge eap
for moderndsing chvil muclear framework
and opening a pathway for carcfully regulaced
private panticipation. Nuclear energy adds frm,
I carbon power to the grid, and strengthens
Inglia’s ability to bulld advarced manufactaring,
data infrastrusctiene, and energy imensive ndustry
with greater confidence.

Put togesher, tvese reforms show a pattemn:
chean up the atute book, decriminalise the
trivial, modernise labour compliance, strengthen
market governance, digitise trade processes, fix
losgistics, and de-risk long cycle energy

ernvironmental
Shipping Act, 20125 and the Carriage of Goods by
Sea Act, 2025 frther medernised shipping law,

updating rubes, liabilities and dispute framewarks
1o pellect contenmposary conmmerce.

Msritime Developement Fursd of 225,000 crore

e India crossed $4.1 trillion nominal GDP,

becoming the world’s 4th largest economy.

e Sovereign credit rating upgraded to BBB,

reflecting macroeconomic stability and reform

credibility.

e Focus shifted from headline reforms to

process-driven, cumulative policy execution.

Key Points

e Trade & Exports

o Exports touched $825.25 billion (2024-25) ©

with ~6% annual growth.

o Digital trade facilitation through a single-
window exporter platform and real-time

trade analytics.
e Trade Agreements

o Trade agreements with UK, Oman, and New

Zealand expanded market access and
services mobility.
e Startups & Digital Economy

o 2+ lakh recognised startups generating 21+
lakh jobs.

o ONDC enabled large-scale digital

commerce; GeM expanded MSME market

access.

Prime Minister Narerubra Mbodi has consistenthy
argued that the state’s job is to reduce the burden
o entrepreneurs so that productiviny can
compaund. That i the sirategic meaning of
Reform Express 2025, The seeds of the nexa
phase of doubile-digh growth ane sown in this
quict, curnidative work, and India is doing it with
asteadimess that many economies have lost.

e Ease of Doing Business
o 47,000+ compliances reduced and
4,400+ legal provisions decriminalised.
o National Single Window enabled time-
bound approvals.
e Labour Reforms
o Four labour codes consolidated 29
central laws, improving formalisation
and social security.
e |ogistics & Maritime
o New ports law modernised governance,
safety, and dispute resolution.
o ¥69,725 crore shipbuilding package to
deepen maritime industrial capacity.
e Energy Reforms
o Qiland gas laws reduced investor risk
through stable lease terms.
o Offshore exploration expanded under
open acreage policy.
o ¥20,000 crore Nuclear Energy Mission
targeting 100 GW capacity by 2047 and
early deployment of SMRs.

Static Linkages
e Predictable regulations lower transaction
costs and attract private investment.

e Labour consolidation supports formal employment
and productivity.

e Maritime efficiency is critical as most trade moves
via sea routes.

e Nuclear energy provides low-carbon baseload
power for industrial growth.

e Decriminalisation aligns with trust-based
governance.

Critical Analysis
e Strengths
o Regulatory certainty boosted investor
confidence.
Digitalisation reduced discretion and delays.
Labour reforms balanced flexibility with worker
protection.
e Challenges
Uneven State-level implementation.
o High capital and long gestation in nuclear and
offshore energy.
o MSMEs face short-term adjustment costs.
e Governance Insight
o Shift from ad-hoc decision-making to rule-based
administration.

Way Forward

e Strengthen State and district implementation
capacity.

e Improve Centre-State coordination in labour and
logistics reforms.

e Enhance skilling and social security portability.

e Accelerate clean energy financing and indigenous
technology.

e Maintain reform momentum through institutional
continuity.



Invalidate all forms of unilateral talaq

n November 15, 2025, in Besazerr Heeng

v Unidan of indba and Ors, & three-judge

Bench of the Supreme Court of India
comprising Justices Surya Kant, Ujjal Bhuyan and
M. Kotiswar Singh, expressed strong reservations
abous rakag-c-hasam, a practice that allows
Musdim man to divorce his wifie by pronouncing.
tallag cnce a month for theee consecative mohs
during ruhr, the period of a woman's ritual pusity
between mensinzl cycles. The divorce becomes
Imrevocable upon the third prosouncement,
undess it bs withdrawm earlier,

L.

A, Fadrur Rabiman
s @ independent
reseaccher and the
Secretary-General of
the Chennal-bated
Iilamic m\:‘nww

w0 aonomoas persons, which negaces any
hierarchical assunpeion that places the hushand
above the wife, For this reason, a unilaeral
termination of marrige by the bushand is

e in Islam. Such an act would also
comiravene the cardinal principle of natural
Justice, nema fudex in cause mwa (that no person
sy sit in judgment over his own disputel which
Ielam uphelds,

The Korarlc procedune
Tomduamdnla-omlrmn Its exgalitarian

taloq terminates the masital relationship
completely,

Hevmever, even after the kipse of iddah, the
Moran permits reisnion if the final talag has net
hemmhul:‘\ﬂmymmwmm
they complete thelr verm [kddak]. do noc
them from n\ll:'_'rll’ithﬁlﬁormorlhmndsﬁ
they mutually agree on equitable ferms™ (2232).
I cther words, after iddah, the couple may either
e contract the marviage on fresh terms or pursue
permanent dissolution effected theough the third
and final ralag, declased before two witnesses

Constitutional dimensions

I Heena's case, the fushand had WT the Koran treats divorce extensively in (653,
communicated the talag e hasen through his e Thecght chapters 2, 4, and 85 — f Bagard, ol Nisa, This i Ehe only talag procedure authorised by . .
advicate withowt signing the document hinsscli @l Talag - and stipulases four distinet conciliatory — the Koram and exemplified by the Propher it L] i
Thee Court was visibly disturbed by the fact that measares befare the pronouncement of the first appies to both men and women, consistent with ArtICle 14' Unequal and arbltrary
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

What is the issue before the Court?

In November 2025, the Supreme Court of India
examined the practice of talag-e-hasan.

The immediate concern was that divorce was
communicated through an advocate, without
the husband personally signing or directly
pronouncing talag.

The Court questioned whether such a method
allows arbitrary, unilateral dissolution of
marriage without safeguards.

What is talag-e-hasan?

It is a form of unilateral divorce available to
Muslim men.

Talaq is pronounced once a month for three
consecutive months during tuhr.

If not withdrawn, divorce becomes final and
irrevocable after the third pronouncement.
In practice, it allows no mandatory
reconciliation, consent, or verification.

Why did the Court object?

Agency problem: Allowing advocates to convey
talag reduces marriage to a mere legal notice,
undermining consent.

Natural justice: A husband acting as sole
decision-maker violates nemo iudex in causa
sua (no one should judge their own cause).
Gender inequality: The power is available only
to men, placing women at a structural
disadvantage.

Procedural arbitrariness: No requirement of
hearing the wife or ensuring reconciliation.

Link with Islamic principles

Marriage in Islam is viewed as a solemn civil
contract between equals.
The Quranic divorce process stresses:

o Reconciliation efforts

o Waiting periods (iddah)

o Arbitration by family members
Unilateral, instant, or agent-based divorce
deviates from this egalitarian framework.

Significance for society and governance

Reinforces the idea of constitutional morality
over social morality.

Strengthens gender justice within personal
laws.

Prevents misuse of religious practices to
justify patriarchal control.

Continues the reform trajectory after the
invalidation of triple talaq.

Challenges involved

Sensitivity around religious autonomy.

Fear of judicial overreach into personal laws.
Need to balance reform with community
confidence.

Way Forward

Move towards gender-neutral divorce
procedures.

Make reconciliation and arbitration mandatory.
Prohibit divorce through agents or informal
communication.

Codify reforms through legislative backing, not
only judicial intervention.



Model conduct

India must improve access to Al
resources, and upskill its workforee

ndia has been regulating Artificial Intelli-
l gence (Al) use by expecting due diligence

from platforms under the IT Act and Rules,
regulating the financial sector, and with privacy
and data protection Rules. It does not yet have a
consumer safety regime that deals with the
state’s duty of care. China pitched such a regime
with draft rules that it unveiled last week, which
target emotionally interactive services, and pro-
POse to require Companies to Warn against exces-
sive use and intervene when they detect signs of
extreme emotional states. If these rules seem jus-
tified for targeting psychological dependence
that general rules about unlawful content do not
address, they may also be harsh because expect-
ing providers to identify users’ states can incen-
tivise more intimate monitoring. India's posture
is less intrusive, but also more incomplete, be-
cause it banks on existing laws. Thus, it regulates
adjacent risks but has not articulated a duty of
care vis-g-vis Al product safety, especially for
psychological harms. MeitY has used the IT Rules
to push platforms to curb deepfakes and fraud,
and define and label “synthetically generated”
content. Financial regulators have also adopted
structural measures, with the RBI setting expec-
tations to govern model risk in credit and deve-
loping its FREE-Al framework process and SEBI
pushing for clear accountability on how regulat-
ed entities use Al tools. While some measures are
preemptive, MeitY has been largely reactive,

India has a large ecosystem that adopts models

but is far behind the U.5. and China in building
frontier models of its own. In this context, it
should beware the cons of ‘regulate first, build la-
ter’, especially since domestic capacity is lacking.
A more practical way might be to consider how it
can nurture a frontier model and govern the ov-
erall use of models, many of which will remain
privately built and foreign for a while, inside In-
dian markets. On the first count, India can focus
on improving access to computational resources,
upskilling the workforce, increasing public pro-
curement, and translating research to industry
while sidestepping the pitfall of paralysis by con-
sensus, which could increase dependency. On
the second, India should consider regulating
downstream use more assertively without chok-
ing upstream capability. It can do this by adding
obligations on companies that are deploying pro-
ducts in high-risk contexts, and regulating how
they monitor and respond to a model’s beha-
viour, to existing privacy and consumer protec-
tion rules, for example, by expecting companies
to submit incident reports, rather than requiring
them to monitor users’ emotions, This way, India
can write rules for how Indians use models with-
out assuming that the global technology trajecto-
ry will rearrange itself to match its preferences.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

* India regulates Al indirectly through IT law,
sectoral regulators, and data protection
norms.

* No explicit Al consumer safety or duty-of-care
framework, especially for psychological harms.

e China has proposed draft rules for emotionally
interactive Al, mandating warnings and
provider intervention.

e India’s approach is less intrusive than China’s,
but incomplete and largely reactive.

* Debate arises amid India’s limited capacity in
building frontier Al models compared to the
U.S. and China.

Key Points
e Al governance in India relies on existing laws
like the Information Technology Act and IT
Rules.
* Ministry of Electronics and Information
Technology (MeitY):
o |ssued advisories on deepfakes and fraud.

o Mandated labelling of “synthetically
generated” content.
o Acts mainly post-harm, not preventive.
e Reserve Bank of India:
o Regulates Al use in credit and finance.
o Introduced FREE-AI (Fairness, Robustness,
Explainability, Ethics).
e Securities and Exchange Board of India:
o Fixed accountability for Al tools used by
market intermediaries.
* India has strong Al adoption, but weak
domestic model-building capacity.

Static Linkages

e Article 19(2): Reasonable restrictions in public
interest.

* Right to Privacy (Puttaswamy): Limits intrusive
emotional surveillance.

e Consumer Protection Act, 2019: Product
liability principles.

* 2nd ARC: Risk-based, light-touch regulation.

e Economic Survey: Innovation-regulation
balance.

Critical Analysis
Pros
* Avoids privacy-invasive emotional monitoring.
e Prevents premature over-regulation.
e Sectoral regulators provide contextual
safeguards.
Cons
* No explicit Al product safety or duty-of-care
regime.
e Psychological harms remain weakly addressed.
e Reactive governance may lag behind Al risks.
e Over-regulation without capacity risks foreign
dependence.

Way Forward
* Regulate downstream Al use, not upstream
innovation.
* Impose incident reporting and audit duties for
high-risk Al systems.
e Strengthen domestic capability:
o Public compute infrastructure.
o Al skill development.
o Public procurement for indigenous models.
* Integrate Al safety into consumer protection
and privacy frameworks, not user emotion
tracking.



Mindless bombing
Trump’s military strikes and religious
rhetoric will worsen situation in Nigeria

1 Christmas Day, Nigeria became the lat-
est target of U.S. President Donald
Trump's bombing spree. Mr. Trump had
earlier claimed that Christians were facing “geno-
cide” = an allegation Abuja has strongly rejected.
The U.S. targeted two alleged Islamic State camps
in Sokoto, a northwestern State. During last
year's presidential campaign, he had repeatedly
criticised what he called America’s “forever
wars”, He styled himself as the ‘President of
peace”, taking credit for ending several conflicts,
including the combat between India and Pakis-
tan. In reality, however, Mr. Trump is little diffe-
rent from his predecessors, who deployved Amer-
ica's military might at will against weaker
nations. Since returning to office, Mr. Trump has
bombed Yemen, Syria, Somalia and Iran. He is al-
$0 overseeing an ongoing bombing campaign off
the Venezuelan coast, targeting civilian boats for
‘carrying drugs”. In Nigeria's case, Mr, Trump has
fused military aggression with religion in an ap-
parent bid to appeal to his Christian base. While
he insists that his actions are aimed at protecting
Nigeria's Christians, the realities are complex.
Nigeria's 237 million people are roughly divid-
ed between Muslims, who predominantly live in
the north, and Christians, who are concentrated
in the south. In recent vears, there has been a
surge in Islamist militancy, particularly in the
north. Two major Islamist groups — Boko Haram
and the Islamic State West Africa Province (15
WAF) - operate mostly in the northeast and
northwest, The collapse of state institutions, po-
rous borders and free flow of weapons have
turned the Lake Chad region into a hotbed of ji-
hadist activity. Boko Haram and ISWAP, along
with the Islamic State Sahel Province, tanget both
state apparatuses and local populations, regard-
less of their faith. In northern Nigeria, Muslims
are the primary victims of Islamist violence. U.S.
policies towards the region have also contributed
to the spread of jihadist activity in West Africa
and the Sahel. The NATO-led bombing that top-
pled Libya's Gaddafi regime in 2011 unleashed
armed fighters and weapons across the region.
What Africa needs is a coherent regional counter-
terrorism strategy, focused on building state ca-
pacity at the local level and enhancing ground le-
vel cooperation against jihadist groups. The U.S,
should play the role of a facilitator, not an arso-
nist. Such a strategy is conspicuously absent to-
day. Worse, repeated coups and state collapses
have created a vacuum which the jihadists are
eager to exploit. Mr. Trump's episodic military
strikes, along with religious rhetoric, risk worsen-
ing the ground situation, ultimately benefiting
the very forces he claims to be fighting.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

* On Christmas Day, the U.S. ordered airstrikes
on alleged Islamic State camps in Sokoto,
north-western Nigeria.

* The strikes were authorised under the
presidency of Donald Trump, who publicly
claimed that Christians in Nigeria face
“genocide,” a charge rejected by the Nigerian
government.

e This action adds to recent U.S. strikes in
Yemen, Syria, Somalia, Iran and near
Venezuela, despite campaign rhetoric against
“forever wars”.

* The episode has revived debates on external
military intervention, religion in geopolitics,
and instability in West Africa.

Key Points
* Nigeria has a population of ~237 million,
broadly divided between Muslims (north) and
Christians (south).

e |slamist violence has intensified in northern
Nigeria, driven mainly by Boko Haram and
Islamic State West Africa Province.

* The Lake Chad Basin has emerged as a major
jihadist hotspot due to porous borders, weak
governance and arms proliferation.

* Most victims of Islamist violence in northern
Nigeria are Muslims, not exclusively Christians.

e Past external interventions, notably the 2011
NATO action in Libya, destabilised the wider
Sahel region.

Static Linkages

e State capacity and internal security as core
functions of the modern nation-state.

* Link between collapse of governance and rise
of non-state armed actors.

e Regional security complexes and spill-over
effects of conflicts.

* Role of religion and identity in political
mobilisation.

e Principles of sovereignty and non-intervention
in international relations.

Critical Analysis
Positives

e Signals counter-terror resolve.

e Short-term disruption of militant bases.
Concerns

e Religious framing oversimplifies conflict.

e Undermines local ownership of security.

e Risks civilian harm and radicalisation.

e Episodic strikes ignore governance roots of

terrorism.

Way Forward

* Regional counter-terror cooperation in Lake
Chad Basin.

e Capacity-building of local institutions and
forces.

* Border management and arms control.

e External actors as facilitators, not unilateral
enforcers.



She will not back down, and
that’s reason to hope

Pooaa
Piiag

The Unnao
survivorhas
said she will
continieto
fight. So has the
survivorof the
2017 Kerala
sexial assault.
Their
persistence
belongs toa
lengerarce that
began in 2012,
after the Delhi
gangrape broke
along silenee
around sexual
violence

N DECEMBER 23, an old

wound wis reopened when a

Delhi High Court verdict sus-

pended the life sentence

handed down to Kuldeep
Sirgh Sergar six years ago. The four-time
former BJP MLA had been comvicted by a
Dielhi court in the 2007 rape of a minor in
Unnao. The HC noted that Sengarwas not
a"puiblic servant” as defined by the Indian
Penal Cosde, and therefore, the stringent
provisions of POCS0 under which be was
sentenced woukdn't apply.

The HC's strict textual reading sits
unessiby with the spirit of a law that was de-
signed 1o protect the moss vulnerable. The
Supreme Cowrt stayed the order this week,
butopticsmater —and here, they resurrect
memories of how Sengar used his position
and power toaubven the due processs of
Larw, Every step forwand in the case came at
et of great personal iratma for thesr-
vivor, including the custodial death.of her
father. Sowhen Sengarwas found guilry s
sentenced to life in prison in 2019, it was a
hard-won moment of accountability.

Looking back, however, this case
Seems 1o be part of ableak panern. Earlier
this month, in the 2017 abduction and
sexudl assault case of a Malayalam film
actar, a Kerala court convicted the maln
accused and several others, but acquined
actor Dileep, a powerful flm-industry flg-
ure who had been charged with conspir-
ing Inthe crime. The survivor, whose fight
for justice had dragged on for eight years,
later spoke of realising that “not every
citizen in this country is treated equally
before the Liw",

Then there was Balasore in Odisha,
where a student at the Fakir Mohan Au-
tononsous Collepe died after setting her-
self on flre when the Instination failed to
acton hersexual harssment complains
agalnst a professor. She had done every:
thing that wamen who are harassed are
told they should be doing. including
goingtothe policeand her college's PoSH
committec, That she took the final des-
perate step is an indiaoment of a system
wherecomplaints become mere words on
paper and the despair of victims becommes:
an afterthought.

The fight for justice in such cases re-
mins punishing forwomen, and the press-

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News
In December 2025, the Delhi High Court

suspended the life sentence of Kuldeep Singh

wreexerted by money and power ks felt long
Deefare et caies ever get 1o he court. Pur-
suing justice demands the kind of resil-
jence st few can sustain. Which is why
whenverdicts goagainst sunvivors, the loss
rippiles curward, reinforeing Use fear that
sdenioe may be safer,

Anad yer, look closely and another story
emerges, oneof stubbom hope, The Unnao
survivorhas said she will contine 1o Gght.
Sohasthe sunvivorof the 2017 Kerda sexual
assaulL Their perdistence belongs to a
lenger arc that began in December 2012
after the Delhi gangrape broke a long si-
lence around sexual viclence. [t ended the
aldelsarsde of pretending Ut such erimes
are aberrations best whispered about and
forgotten. The MeToo movement of 2018
widened that rupture, giving language to

lang normalied asthe price o
being a woman in public life,

InKerala, womien in the Malryalam flm
Indusiry took that spirit further. Inthe
aftermath of the sexual assault of one of
thekr colleagues, they formed the Women
inCinema Collective, which persuadied the
Kerala gowemment to form the Justice
Hefa Comnitiiee, Tl report released by
the Committes last year was a bombshell
of testimonies about explaitation and
abuse that forced the state to confront an
ugly reality. True, action since then has
been halting. and sccountability remains

But cracksin
visibde Thisyear. the powerful Assoclation
of Malayakam Movie Anistsedected its finst
all-women executive committee. The
Hema Commiltee’s report also embol-
dened many women to speak up about
thedr ordeals, perhaps permanently shat-
tering the emerta on abuslve practices
within the film industry,

Inevery surdver who refuses o back
diown and insists on naming the problem,
In every young woman who grows up
knowing Uhat her anger has a vocabulary
and her paln a politics, wesee this story of
Isope. Al whilethe resd ahead isborg and
uneven, those who walk on it carry the
promise that justice, however delayed, is
still worth demanding.

The writer is serdor assistant aditor,
The Inckan Expiiss
pocja pillakEexpressindia.com

Sengar in the 2017 Unnao minor rape case.

The court held that Sengar was not a “public

servant” under IPC, limiting applicability of
aggravated punishment under POCSO.
The Supreme Court of India stayed the HC

order.

The decision revived concerns over judicial
formalism, survivor justice, and power
asymmetry.
Similar patterns seen in recent high-profile
sexual assault cases involving influential

accused.

Key Points
POCSO provides enhanced punishment for
sexual offences against children.

Welfare legislations require purposive, not
purely literal, interpretation.

Survivors face prolonged trials, intimidation,

and institutional apathy.

NCRB data shows conviction rates in sexual

offences remain low.

Power and influence often distort access to

justice before trial stage itself.

Static Linkages

e Article 14: Equality before law with reasonable
classification.
e Article 15(3): Special provisions for women and
children.
e Article 21: Right to dignity and access to
justice.
e Purposive interpretation in social-justice laws.
e Victim-centric criminal justice approach (Law
Commission views).
Critical Analysis
Positives
e Judicial review prevents arbitrary application
of law.
e Supreme Court stay reflects corrective
constitutional oversight.
e Survivor resistance strengthens democratic
accountability.
Concerns
e Technical interpretations can dilute legislative
intent.
* Influence of power delays or weakens justice
delivery.
e Long trials cause survivor fatigue and under-
reporting.
¢ |nstitutional failure worsens victim
vulnerability.
Way Forward
e Prefer purposive interpretation for protective
laws.
e Statutory clarity to close definitional
loopholes.
e Time-bound trials in sexual offence cases.
e Strong survivor and witness protection
mechanisms.
e Accountability of institutions ignoring
complaints.
[ ]

Regular review of POCSO implementation.



SCrethink on Aravallis is

welcome, much needed
HESUPREME Court'sdecision tostay its verdict of No-
vember20, which redefined the extent of the Aravallis, ° Act as:
isenormously reassuring, The definition had effectively . . . .
shrunk the more than 650-km ancient range to a few o Barrier against desertification from the

hills. It militated against a more than two-decade-old jurispru-

dence, in which the Court had drawn on its expansive interpre- Thar_

tation of forestsin the Godavarman (1996) case, tonudge the often

mining-friendly state governments in the Aravalli region — Ra- o Groundwater recharge zone.

jasthan, Haryanaand Delhi —toprotect the hills, The Court’s de- 3 . . .
mand for adefinition of the Aravalliswas, of course, grounded in o Green wall against air pollution for Delhi-

aneed to address a regulatory deficit. Last year, it found that an
inconsistent definition of the range was the major reason for the
persistence ofillegal quarrying, However, the 5C's decision toac-
cept the criteria proposed by a panel constituted by the environ-
ment ministry —only landformsatanelevation of 100 mor more
should be considered as part of the mountain system — invited
controversy. Fears that this height filter would aggravate the ecol-
ogical insecurity of the Aravallis triggered protests in Rajasthan.
A series of reports in this newspaper pointed out that the new
definition would diminish the ecological services ofthe Aravallis.
OnMongday, athree-judge bench led by CJ Surya Kant took suo
moty notice of the range of voices, including this newspaper’s,
that urged the Court to review its order. The decision to put the
100-m rule in abeyance is amuch-needed course correction.

A committee of experts will now be formed to re-examine
how to map the Aravallis. Its mandate includes addressing a
major concern flagged by the Forest Survey of India (FSI). The
agency had underlined that lessthan 10 percent of the Aravalli
hills made the 100-m cut. The $C’s own amicus curiae and the
CEC had concurred with the FSI: They had warned that the
definition could open vast stretchesof the Aravallisto mining.

Forstarters, the committee would do well to go back to the
central message of SCverdicts — hills, idges, plateaus and for-
estsinthe Aravallis function as one ecosystem. In 2010, this re-
spect for the range’s ecological integrity was the main reason
for the Court’s rejection of the 100-m threshold proposed by
the then Congress government in Rajasthan. Eight years later,
atwo-judge bench recognised how even small hills in the Ara-
vallis were an anti-pollution shield for the Indo-Gangetic re-
gion. Now, with a vast swathe of the region blanketed in toxic
smog, the salience of the Court’s latest intervention cannot be
overstated. It must continue to hold out against attempts to
diminish the nearly two-billion-year-old mountain system.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

What exactly happened?

e The Supreme Court of India had earlier
accepted a definition that treated only
landforms above 100 metres height as part of
the Aravalli Range.

e This was done to fix illegal mining, caused by
different states using different definitions. What will the new committee do?

* Later, experts warned that this rule would » Re-examine scientific and ecological mapping

NCR & Indo-Gangetic Plain.
e Even small hills matter for air flow, dust
trapping and moisture retention.

What does earlier SC jurisprudence say?
e |nforest-related cases, the Court adopted a
broad meaning of “forest”.
* Repeatedly held that:
o Hills + ridges + forests function as one
ecosystem.
o Fragmenting protection weakens
environmental security.
e Earlier benches had rejected the same 100-m
criterion (2010).

Why is this stay important now?
* NCR and North India face severe smog and air
pollution.
e Weakening Aravallis would worsen:
o Dust storms
© Heat stress
o Air stagnation
e Court’sintervention prevents irreversible
ecological damage during review.

exclude most of the Aravallis from protection.
Taking suo motu notice, the Court stayed the
100-m rule and ordered a fresh expert review.

of Aravallis.
Address FSI and expert concerns.
Recommend a definition based on ecosystem

integrity, not just height.
Why was the 100-metre rule problematic? e Till then, new mining leases are restricted.
e Forest Survey of India (FSI) showed that less
than 10% of Aravalli hills cross 100 m.
* Remaining 90%+ areas would become legally
open to mining and construction.

Way Forward
e Shift to ecosystem-based definition (not
elevation-based).

e Aravallis are low, ancient and eroded hills » » Use GIS + remote sensing + field surveys.
height is a poor ecological indicator. * Declare Aravallis an Ecologically Sensitive
* Protection based only on elevation ignores Landscape.
ridges, plateaus, slopes and forests. e Align state mining laws with environmental

jurisprudence.
Strengthen enforcement against illegal

quarrying.

Why are the Aravallis important?
* Among the oldest mountain systems in the
world (~2 billion years)




Stable peace in Ukraine
is not yet in sight

ERHAPS FOR the fissttime in the nearly four-year-long

war, the three principalactors appearto agree, albeit for

different reasons, that a settlement may be close. After

meeting US President Donald Trump in FloridaonSun-
day, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said he believed
the US and Ukraine were “20 percent agreed” on a 20-point peace
plan and “100 per cent agreed” on security guarantees. Trump
claimed thata draft agreementto end the war was nearly “95 per
cent done”. Even the Kremlin, which usually tempers expecta-
tionsofpeace, echoed Trump's assessment that the negotiations
were in their final stage. Yet for all the positive optics, there are
few indications that a concrete agreement isin the offing.

For several weeks now, Ukraine has been confronted with a
starkchoice: Surrender territory inthe east and accede to Russian
President Vladimir Putin'sdemands, or continue fighting a war
ol attrition with mounting costs. That the war persists despite
consistent pressure from Trump on Zelenskyy to opt for the
former — articulated in Washington’s original 28-point plan —
underscores Kyiv's determination not to cede land. Trump and
Zelenskyy both acknowledged on Sunday that the future of the
Donbas remained unresclved. This eastern region — comprising
Ukraine's Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts, the latter now almost
entirely under Russian occupation — hasbeen an intractable ob-
stacleto peace. For Ukraine, questions of sovereignty and national
pride aside, Donetsk forms the so-called “fortress belt” of its de-
fensive line. Losing it could allow Russia to use the region as a
springboard for future offensives. For Putin, the capture of the
Donbas and the supposed “liberation” of its Russian-speaking
population iscentral tothe justification for Russia’sinvasionand
necessary for any peace deal.

For India, a stable peace in Ukraine would ease the foreign
policy bind it has found itselfin over Russian oil imports and US
tariffs. It is evident that Moscow’s ultimate objective is toimprove
the terms of its engagement with Washington. New Delhi must
factor thisintoits own strategic calculus, as reflected in PM Nar-
endra Modi'sendorsements of Trump's peace initiatives in East-
em Europe. As the year draws to a close, even as diplomacy goes
full throttle, the battlefield continues to set the limits of peace.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

* Nearly four years into the Russia-Ukraine war,
renewed diplomacy suggests a possible peace
framework.

e After talks with Donald Trump, Volodymyr
Zelenskyy indicated broad agreement on a
peace plan and security guarantees.

e Russia, under Vladimir Putin, also signalled
negotiations are nearing completion.

* Despite optimism, territorial issues—especially
Donbas—remain unresolved.

* The outcome has implications for global
geopolitics, energy markets, and India’s foreign

policy.

Key Points

e Ukraine faces a stark choice: territorial
concessions or prolonged war.

* Donbas (Donetsk and Luhansk) is central to
Ukraine’s defence and sovereignty.

e For Russia, control over Donbas legitimises its
invasion narrative.

* The US seeks de-escalation to limit strategic
and economic costs.

e A peace deal could recalibrate Russia-US
relations.

* |ndia’s interests are affected via energy
security and sanctions dynamics.

Static Linkages

* UN Charter principles: sovereignty, territorial
integrity.

* Balance of power and great-power mediation.

e Strategic geography: defensive depth and
buffer zones.

e Energy geopolitics and conflict-induced price
volatility.

Critical Analysis

* Pros: Reduced casualties, stabilised energy
markets, diplomatic de-escalation.

e Cons: Risk of legitimising territorial aggression;
fragile security guarantees.

e Challenges: Ceasefire enforcement,
verification, domestic acceptability.

e |ndia’s View: Strategic autonomy amid US-
Russia realignments.

Way Forward
e Multilateral, UN-backed ceasefire mechanisms.
* Credible security guarantees for Ukraine.
e Peace terms aligned with international law.
* |ndia to pursue balanced diplomacy and
energy diversification.



