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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The Supreme Court of India kept in abeyance
its Nov 20 judgment that upheld a restrictive
definition of the Aravalli Range.
The definition limited Aravallis to hills ≥100 m
elevation and clusters within 500 m.
The Court took suo motu cognisance of
concerns that large parts of the range would
lose protection.
Fresh or renewed mining leases barred without
prior Court approval.
A high-powered expert committee proposed to
reassess ecological impacts.

Key Points
In Rajasthan, only ~1,048 of 12,081 hills meet
the 100 m criterion, risking loss of protection.
Court flagged a “structural paradox”:
narrowing protected areas may expand mining
in ecologically contiguous zones.
Committee to conduct scientific, geological,
and multi-temporal impact assessments.
Emphasis on a nuanced, ecosystem-based
definition to protect overall ecological
integrity.
Government cited a proposed Sustainable
Mining Management Plan via Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change and
Indian Council of Forestry Research and
Education.

Static Linkages
Oldest fold mountain system; runs SW–NE
across NW India.
Acts as a barrier against the eastward spread
of the Thar Desert.
Crucial for groundwater recharge, biodiversity,
and climate moderation.
Linked to precautionary principle and
sustainable development doctrines.

Critical Analysis
Pros

Prevents irreversible ecological damage.
Reinforces science-based environmental
governance.

Concerns
Rigid metrics ignore landscape connectivity.
Risk of unregulated mining in excluded zones.

Way Forward
Adopt landscape/ecosystem-based
demarcation.
Mandate cumulative impact and carrying-
capacity studies.
Use remote sensing + ground surveys.
Ensure court-monitored sustainable mining
plans.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

IIP growth rose to 6.7% in November, a 25-
month high, as per data from the Ministry of
Statistics and Programme Implementation.
Sharp rebound from 0.5% in October, aided by
festive calendar effects, post-festive
restocking, and normalisation after unseasonal
rains.
However, Oct–Nov average growth (3.6%)
remained below Q2 average (4.3%).

Key Points
Manufacturing: +8% (25-month high; strong
base effect).
Capital goods: +10.4% (11-month high →
investment signal).
Infrastructure & construction: +12.1% (fastest
since Oct 2023).
Mining: +5.4% (3-month high).
Electricity: –1.5% (weather and demand
impact).
Consumer demand:

Durables: +10.3%
Non-durables: +7.3%

Static Linkages
IIP base year 2011-12; sectors: Mining,
Manufacturing, Electricity.
Manufacturing has ~77% weight, driving
headline IIP.
Capital goods output is a leading indicator of
investment cycle.
Electricity output is highly weather-sensitive.

Critical Analysis
Pros

Broad-based recovery across manufacturing
and construction.
Strong capital goods growth hints at capex
revival.

Cons
Growth partly base-effect driven, not fully
structural.
Electricity contraction questions
sustainability.
IIP remains volatile and limited as a sole
growth proxy.

Way Forward
Continue public capex push to crowd-in
private investment.
Strengthen power sector resilience.
Use IIP alongside PMI, GST collections, and
credit data for policy decisions.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Supreme Court of India stayed a Delhi High
Court order granting bail to Kuldeep Singh
Sengar, convicted for rape of a minor.
The High Court held that an MLA is not a
“public servant” under Section 5(c) of the
Protection of Children from Sexual Offences
Act.
Central Bureau of Investigation argued for a
broad interpretation considering the accused’s
dominant position.
SC cited peculiar circumstances, including
conviction in the custodial death of the
survivor’s father.
Final hearing scheduled for January 20.

Key Points
Section 5(c) POCSO: Sexual assault by a public
servant = aggravated offence.
Punishment: Minimum 20 years, extendable to
life imprisonment.
HC relied on IPC definition of public servant.

SC inclined towards purposive interpretation
focusing on power and dominance, not
designation.
Bail stayed despite general non-interference
principle.

Static Linkages
Article 21: Right to life with dignity (survivor-
centric justice).
POCSO Section 42A: POCSO overrides IPC in
case of inconsistency.
Purposive interpretation in social welfare
legislation.
Bail jurisprudence: Gravity of offence + victim
protection as key factors.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Strengthens child protection jurisprudence.
Recognises political power as coercive
authority.
Reinforces deterrence under POCSO.

Concerns
Ambiguity in statutory definition of “public
servant”.
Risk of inconsistent bail standards.
Delay intensifies survivor trauma.

Way Forward
Amend POCSO to explicitly include elected
representatives.
Adopt dominant position test legislatively.
Fast-track POCSO appeals.
Make victim-impact assessment mandatory in
bail hearings.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

2025 witnessed sustained, incremental
governance reforms aimed at removing
structural bottlenecks.
India crossed $4.1 trillion nominal GDP,
becoming the world’s 4th largest economy.
Sovereign credit rating upgraded to BBB,
reflecting macroeconomic stability and reform
credibility.
Focus shifted from headline reforms to
process-driven, cumulative policy execution.

Key Points
Trade & Exports

Exports touched $825.25 billion (2024–25)
with ~6% annual growth.
Digital trade facilitation through a single-
window exporter platform and real-time
trade analytics.

Trade Agreements
Trade agreements with UK, Oman, and New
Zealand expanded market access and
services mobility.

Startups & Digital Economy
2+ lakh recognised startups generating 21+
lakh jobs.
ONDC enabled large-scale digital
commerce; GeM expanded MSME market
access.

Labour consolidation supports formal employment
and productivity.
Maritime efficiency is critical as most trade moves
via sea routes.
Nuclear energy provides low-carbon baseload
power for industrial growth.
Decriminalisation aligns with trust-based
governance.

Critical Analysis
Strengths

Regulatory certainty boosted investor
confidence.
Digitalisation reduced discretion and delays.
Labour reforms balanced flexibility with worker
protection.

Challenges
Uneven State-level implementation.
High capital and long gestation in nuclear and
offshore energy.
MSMEs face short-term adjustment costs.

Governance Insight
Shift from ad-hoc decision-making to rule-based
administration.

Way Forward
Strengthen State and district implementation
capacity.
Improve Centre–State coordination in labour and
logistics reforms.
Enhance skilling and social security portability.
Accelerate clean energy financing and indigenous
technology.
Maintain reform momentum through institutional
continuity.

Ease of Doing Business
47,000+ compliances reduced and
4,400+ legal provisions decriminalised.
National Single Window enabled time-
bound approvals.

Labour Reforms
Four labour codes consolidated 29
central laws, improving formalisation
and social security.

Logistics & Maritime
New ports law modernised governance,
safety, and dispute resolution.
₹69,725 crore shipbuilding package to
deepen maritime industrial capacity.

Energy Reforms
Oil and gas laws reduced investor risk
through stable lease terms.
Offshore exploration expanded under
open acreage policy.
₹20,000 crore Nuclear Energy Mission
targeting 100 GW capacity by 2047 and
early deployment of SMRs.

Static Linkages
Predictable regulations lower transaction
costs and attract private investment.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
What is the issue before the Court?

In November 2025, the Supreme Court of India
examined the practice of talaq-e-hasan.
The immediate concern was that divorce was
communicated through an advocate, without
the husband personally signing or directly
pronouncing talaq.
The Court questioned whether such a method
allows arbitrary, unilateral dissolution of
marriage without safeguards.

What is talaq-e-hasan?
It is a form of unilateral divorce available to
Muslim men.
Talaq is pronounced once a month for three
consecutive months during tuhr.
If not withdrawn, divorce becomes final and
irrevocable after the third pronouncement.
In practice, it allows no mandatory
reconciliation, consent, or verification.

Why did the Court object?
Agency problem: Allowing advocates to convey
talaq reduces marriage to a mere legal notice,
undermining consent.
Natural justice: A husband acting as sole
decision-maker violates nemo iudex in causa
sua (no one should judge their own cause).
Gender inequality: The power is available only
to men, placing women at a structural
disadvantage.
Procedural arbitrariness: No requirement of
hearing the wife or ensuring reconciliation.

Link with Islamic principles
Marriage in Islam is viewed as a solemn civil
contract between equals.
The Quranic divorce process stresses:

Reconciliation efforts
Waiting periods (iddah)
Arbitration by family members

Unilateral, instant, or agent-based divorce
deviates from this egalitarian framework.

Significance for society and governance
Reinforces the idea of constitutional morality
over social morality.
Strengthens gender justice within personal
laws.
Prevents misuse of religious practices to
justify patriarchal control.
Continues the reform trajectory after the
invalidation of triple talaq.

Challenges involved
Sensitivity around religious autonomy.
Fear of judicial overreach into personal laws.
Need to balance reform with community
confidence.

Way Forward 
Move towards gender-neutral divorce
procedures.
Make reconciliation and arbitration mandatory.
Prohibit divorce through agents or informal
communication.
Codify reforms through legislative backing, not
only judicial intervention.

Constitutional dimensions
Article 14: Unequal and arbitrary
power violates equality before law.
Article 15: Discrimination on grounds
of sex.
Article 21: Affects dignity, autonomy,
and security of married women.
The Court has consistently held that
personal laws are not immune from
constitutional scrutiny when they
infringe fundamental rights.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

India regulates AI indirectly through IT law,
sectoral regulators, and data protection
norms.
No explicit AI consumer safety or duty-of-care
framework, especially for psychological harms.
China has proposed draft rules for emotionally
interactive AI, mandating warnings and
provider intervention.
India’s approach is less intrusive than China’s,
but incomplete and largely reactive.
Debate arises amid India’s limited capacity in
building frontier AI models compared to the
U.S. and China.

Key Points
AI governance in India relies on existing laws
like the Information Technology Act and IT
Rules.
Ministry of Electronics and Information
Technology (MeitY):

Issued advisories on deepfakes and fraud.

Mandated labelling of “synthetically
generated” content.
Acts mainly post-harm, not preventive.

Reserve Bank of India:
Regulates AI use in credit and finance.
Introduced FREE-AI (Fairness, Robustness,
Explainability, Ethics).

Securities and Exchange Board of India:
Fixed accountability for AI tools used by
market intermediaries.

India has strong AI adoption, but weak
domestic model-building capacity.

Static Linkages
Article 19(2): Reasonable restrictions in public
interest.
Right to Privacy (Puttaswamy): Limits intrusive
emotional surveillance.
Consumer Protection Act, 2019: Product
liability principles.
2nd ARC: Risk-based, light-touch regulation.
Economic Survey: Innovation–regulation
balance.

Critical Analysis
Pros

Avoids privacy-invasive emotional monitoring.
Prevents premature over-regulation.
Sectoral regulators provide contextual
safeguards.

Cons
No explicit AI product safety or duty-of-care
regime.
Psychological harms remain weakly addressed.
Reactive governance may lag behind AI risks.
Over-regulation without capacity risks foreign
dependence.

Way Forward
Regulate downstream AI use, not upstream
innovation.
Impose incident reporting and audit duties for
high-risk AI systems.
Strengthen domestic capability:

Public compute infrastructure.
AI skill development.
Public procurement for indigenous models.

Integrate AI safety into consumer protection
and privacy frameworks, not user emotion
tracking.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

On Christmas Day, the U.S. ordered airstrikes
on alleged Islamic State camps in Sokoto,
north-western Nigeria.
The strikes were authorised under the
presidency of Donald Trump, who publicly
claimed that Christians in Nigeria face
“genocide,” a charge rejected by the Nigerian
government.
This action adds to recent U.S. strikes in
Yemen, Syria, Somalia, Iran and near
Venezuela, despite campaign rhetoric against
“forever wars”.
The episode has revived debates on external
military intervention, religion in geopolitics,
and instability in West Africa.

Key Points
Nigeria has a population of ~237 million,
broadly divided between Muslims (north) and
Christians (south).

Islamist violence has intensified in northern
Nigeria, driven mainly by Boko Haram and
Islamic State West Africa Province.
The Lake Chad Basin has emerged as a major
jihadist hotspot due to porous borders, weak
governance and arms proliferation.
Most victims of Islamist violence in northern
Nigeria are Muslims, not exclusively Christians.
Past external interventions, notably the 2011
NATO action in Libya, destabilised the wider
Sahel region.

Static Linkages
State capacity and internal security as core
functions of the modern nation-state.
Link between collapse of governance and rise
of non-state armed actors.
Regional security complexes and spill-over
effects of conflicts.
Role of religion and identity in political
mobilisation.
Principles of sovereignty and non-intervention
in international relations.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Signals counter-terror resolve.
Short-term disruption of militant bases.

Concerns
Religious framing oversimplifies conflict.
Undermines local ownership of security.
Risks civilian harm and radicalisation.
Episodic strikes ignore governance roots of
terrorism.

Way Forward
Regional counter-terror cooperation in Lake
Chad Basin.
Capacity-building of local institutions and
forces.
Border management and arms control.
External actors as facilitators, not unilateral
enforcers.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

In December 2025, the Delhi High Court
suspended the life sentence of Kuldeep Singh
Sengar in the 2017 Unnao minor rape case.
The court held that Sengar was not a “public
servant” under IPC, limiting applicability of
aggravated punishment under POCSO.
The Supreme Court of India stayed the HC
order.
The decision revived concerns over judicial
formalism, survivor justice, and power
asymmetry.
Similar patterns seen in recent high-profile
sexual assault cases involving influential
accused.

Key Points
POCSO provides enhanced punishment for
sexual offences against children.
Welfare legislations require purposive, not
purely literal, interpretation.
Survivors face prolonged trials, intimidation,
and institutional apathy.
NCRB data shows conviction rates in sexual
offences remain low.
Power and influence often distort access to
justice before trial stage itself.

Static Linkages
Article 14: Equality before law with reasonable
classification.
Article 15(3): Special provisions for women and
children.
Article 21: Right to dignity and access to
justice.
Purposive interpretation in social-justice laws.
Victim-centric criminal justice approach (Law
Commission views).

Critical Analysis
Positives

Judicial review prevents arbitrary application
of law.
Supreme Court stay reflects corrective
constitutional oversight.
Survivor resistance strengthens democratic
accountability.

Concerns
Technical interpretations can dilute legislative
intent.
Influence of power delays or weakens justice
delivery.
Long trials cause survivor fatigue and under-
reporting.
Institutional failure worsens victim
vulnerability.

Way Forward
Prefer purposive interpretation for protective
laws.
Statutory clarity to close definitional
loopholes.
Time-bound trials in sexual offence cases.
Strong survivor and witness protection
mechanisms.
Accountability of institutions ignoring
complaints.
Regular review of POCSO implementation.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
What exactly happened?

The Supreme Court of India had earlier
accepted a definition that treated only
landforms above 100 metres height as part of
the Aravalli Range.
This was done to fix illegal mining, caused by
different states using different definitions.
Later, experts warned that this rule would
exclude most of the Aravallis from protection.
Taking suo motu notice, the Court stayed the
100-m rule and ordered a fresh expert review.

Why was the 100-metre rule problematic?
Forest Survey of India (FSI) showed that less
than 10% of Aravalli hills cross 100 m.
Remaining 90%+ areas would become legally
open to mining and construction.
Aravallis are low, ancient and eroded hills →
height is a poor ecological indicator.
Protection based only on elevation ignores
ridges, plateaus, slopes and forests.

Why are the Aravallis important?
Among the oldest mountain systems in the
world (~2 billion years)

Act as:
Barrier against desertification from the
Thar.
Groundwater recharge zone.
Green wall against air pollution for Delhi–
NCR & Indo-Gangetic Plain.

Even small hills matter for air flow, dust
trapping and moisture retention.

What does earlier SC jurisprudence say?
In forest-related cases, the Court adopted a
broad meaning of “forest”.
Repeatedly held that:

Hills + ridges + forests function as one
ecosystem.
Fragmenting protection weakens
environmental security.

Earlier benches had rejected the same 100-m
criterion (2010).

Why is this stay important now?
NCR and North India face severe smog and air
pollution.
Weakening Aravallis would worsen:

Dust storms
Heat stress
Air stagnation

Court’s intervention prevents irreversible
ecological damage during review.

What will the new committee do?
Re-examine scientific and ecological mapping
of Aravallis.
Address FSI and expert concerns.
Recommend a definition based on ecosystem
integrity, not just height.
Till then, new mining leases are restricted.

Way Forward 
Shift to ecosystem-based definition (not
elevation-based).
Use GIS + remote sensing + field surveys.
Declare Aravallis an Ecologically Sensitive
Landscape.
Align state mining laws with environmental
jurisprudence.
Strengthen enforcement against illegal
quarrying.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Nearly four years into the Russia–Ukraine war,
renewed diplomacy suggests a possible peace
framework.
After talks with Donald Trump, Volodymyr
Zelenskyy indicated broad agreement on a
peace plan and security guarantees.
Russia, under Vladimir Putin, also signalled
negotiations are nearing completion.
Despite optimism, territorial issues—especially
Donbas—remain unresolved.
The outcome has implications for global
geopolitics, energy markets, and India’s foreign
policy.

Key Points
Ukraine faces a stark choice: territorial
concessions or prolonged war.
Donbas (Donetsk and Luhansk) is central to
Ukraine’s defence and sovereignty.
For Russia, control over Donbas legitimises its
invasion narrative.
The US seeks de-escalation to limit strategic
and economic costs.
A peace deal could recalibrate Russia–US
relations.
India’s interests are affected via energy
security and sanctions dynamics.

Static Linkages
UN Charter principles: sovereignty, territorial
integrity.
Balance of power and great-power mediation.
Strategic geography: defensive depth and
buffer zones.
Energy geopolitics and conflict-induced price
volatility.

Critical Analysis
Pros: Reduced casualties, stabilised energy
markets, diplomatic de-escalation.
Cons: Risk of legitimising territorial aggression;
fragile security guarantees.
Challenges: Ceasefire enforcement,
verification, domestic acceptability.
India’s View: Strategic autonomy amid US–
Russia realignments.

Way Forward
Multilateral, UN-backed ceasefire mechanisms.
Credible security guarantees for Ukraine.
Peace terms aligned with international law.
India to pursue balanced diplomacy and
energy diversification.
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