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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

e Fishing hamlets of Vellapallam, Pushpavanam,
and Vanavan Mahadevi in Vedaranyam are
facing severe livelihood disruption due to
accumulation of silky clay loose soil along the
coast.

e Nearly 1,270 fishing families dependent on
capture fishing are unable to launch fibre
boats without tractor assistance.

e A<%132-crore breakwater project at Vellapallam
has seen ~70% stones sink, despite ~80% work
completion; revised estimates seek ~¥100
crore more.

e Small fishing harbour at Pushpavanam (¥25
crore) remains at proposal stage; fish landing
centre at Vanavan Mahadevi stalled despite
foundation ceremony.

Key Points

e Soil type: Silky clay loose soil—low bearing
capacity, high water retention.

* Geomorphology: Vennar basin sediment
discharge + shallow continental shelf (1 km to
reach 3 m depth).

e QOcean process: Littoral drift (June-Sept, south
- north) deposits fine silt seasonally.

e Economic impact: ¥200 per tractor trip; debt
cycles for small fishers, especially women
handling logistics.

e Policy context: Shift since ~2014 towards
aquaculture (“culture fishing”) over traditional
capture fishing.

e Traditional practice (declined): Bar-mouth
dredging and sediment rebalancing.

Static Linkages
¢ Delta formation and sediment dynamics
(NCERT Geography).
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Coastal processes: littoral drift, sediment budget,
shoreline equilibrium.

Fishing harbours & landing centres under Blue
Economy framework (India Year Book).
Cooperative federalism in fisheries (DoF-State
coordination).

Gendered livelihoods in informal sectors
(Economic Survey).

Critical Analysis
Pros

Breakwaters can reduce wave energy and stabilise
harbours if designed for local sediment regimes.
Infrastructure investment signals state support to
coastal livelihoods.

Cons / Challenges

One-size-fits-all harbour model ignores deltaic
sediment dynamics.

High fiscal cost escalation with uncertain
outcomes.

Neglect of low-cost, adaptive measures (periodic
dredging).

Gendered burden: women face injuries, unpaid
labour losses.

Policy tilt to aquaculture marginalises small
capture fishers.

Way Forward

Hybrid coastal management: combine selective
dredging + nature-based solutions (sediment
bypassing).

Site-specific engineering using morphodynamic
studies before capital-intensive breakwaters.
Revive bar-mouth dredging with sediment
redistribution protocols.

Inter-departmental coordination (Fisheries, Ports,
Environment).

Livelihood support: interim subsidies for boat
launching; insurance for work injuries.
Participatory planning with local fishers,
especially women’s SHGs.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

* |India aims to become a Viksit Bharat by 2047,
which requires strong technological and
innovation capacity.

e Recent data highlights a persistent gap

of public RED funds & often
ined by show be
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amhﬂmmhrmmca;bhilimm:ﬁm leader.
However, the current defici in R&D investment —
w0 glaringly exposed by the comparison 1o x
single company sich as Huawel ~ cannot susiain
this amibition.. The mext decade must be
dedicated to creating the structural, Arancial and
cuhural foundations for innovation. If these
fundamental changes are not executed with
poditicall will and wnwavering commitment, the
goal of Viksit Bharat will recede well beyond
4T,

between India’s economic growth and its R&D .
performance.

* Despite demographic advantage, India’s
research output, patent intensity, and R&D

spending remain weak.

e Comparison with global economies and even

single multinational firms exposes structural .

weaknesses in India’s innovation ecosystem.

Key Points .
¢ Low R&D Spending
o India spends 0.6-0.7% of GDP on R&D, far .
below global innovation leaders.
o Low spending limits frontier research, .

deep-tech innovation, and strategic

autonomy.

* Mismatch Between Population and Research

Output
o India has ~17.5% of the world’s population .
but only ~3% of global research output.
o |ndicates poor conversion of human capital .
into knowledge capital.
e Patent Data Shows Quantity Without Depth .

o Indiaranks 6th globally in total patent
filings, showing growth momentum.

o However, resident patents per million
population are very low, reflecting weak
domestic innovation culture.

Government Dominates R&D Funding

o Around 63.6% of R&D funding comes from
the government, unlike developed
economies where industry leads.

o Excessive public dependence reduces
market-driven and applied research
outcomes.

Weak Private Sector Participation

o Indian industry prefers technology imports,
licensing, and incremental improvements
over risky original research.

o Absence of long-term vision in corporate
R&D investment.

Academia-Industry Disconnect

o Universities focus largely on theoretical
research, while industry needs market-
ready solutions.

o Poor technology transfer mechanisms
create the “valley of death” between lab
and market.

Brain Drain

o Talented researchers migrate abroad due to
better infrastructure, funding, and career
prospects.

o Weakens domestic research leadership and
innovation continuity.

Administrative Bottlenecks

o Slow approvals, fragmented funding, and
unpredictable disbursement delay research
outcomes.

Static Linkages

Innovation as a determinant of long-term
economic growth

Role of R&D in productivity enhancement
Market failure justifying state support in
research

Importance of intellectual property rights in
knowledge economies

Link between science & technology and
national security

Critical Analysis
Strengths / Opportunities

Large pool of engineers, scientists, and STEM
graduates

Rapid growth in patent filings shows latent
innovation potential

Creation of 1 lakh crore RDI Fund indicates
policy seriousness



Weaknesses / Challenges

Underinvestment restricts cutting-edge
research and global competitiveness
Risk-averse private sector limits disruptive
innovation

Poor academia-industry linkage reduces
commercialisation

Brain drain erodes returns on public
investment in education

Ethical / Governance Dimension

Inefficient utilisation of public funds
undermines intergenerational equity
Innovation deficit threatens economic
sovereignty and strategic autonomy

Way Forward

Increase R&D spending to at least 2% of GDP
within 5-7 years

Raise private sector share to 50%+ using tax
incentives and co-funding

Launch mission-mode R&D programmes in Al,
semiconductors, quantum, green energy
Convert universities into research-intensive
institutions

Institutionalise industry-funded research
chairs and joint labs

Simplify patent processes and incentivise
commercialisation of IP

Streamline approvals and ensure predictable,
timely fund release
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News
* India and Iran mark 75 years of diplomatic

relations amid a shifting multipolar global
order.

Renewed focus on connectivity, energy
security, and regional stability.

Strategic importance of Chabahar Port and
India’s role in the International North-South
Transport Corridor.

Relationship anchored in deep civilizational
and cultural ties dating back to Indo-Iranian
origins.

Key Points

Civilizational Link: Common linguistic and
cultural roots (Avesta-Rigveda; Persian
influence in India).
Cultural Continuity: Persian as a language of
administration and literature in India; Sabk-e-
Hendi tradition.
Energy Security: Iran’s hydrocarbons
complement India’s rising energy demand.
Connectivity:
o Chabahar enables access to Afghanistan &
Central Asia, bypassing Pakistan.
o INSTCis ~40% shorter and ~30% cheaper
than the Suez route (Economic Survey).
Security: Shared concerns on terrorism and
regional instability.
Future Sectors: IT, pharmaceuticals,
nanotechnology, medical sciences.

Static Linkages

Ancient Silk Route trade between India and
West/Central Asia.

Cultural synthesis under medieval Indian
states through Persian language.

¢ |India’s doctrine of strategic autonomy in

foreign policy.

e Multimodal corridors as tools of regional

integration.

Critical Analysis
Strengths
¢ Enhances India’s Eurasian connectivity and

energy diversification.
Converts historical goodwill into strategic
leverage.

Challenges

External sanctions and geopolitical pressures.
Slow project execution and limited trade
diversification.

Way Forward

Promote local-currency trade mechanisms.
Fast-track Chabahar-INSTC operationalisation.
Diversify cooperation into knowledge and
technology sectors.

Strengthen cultural and academic exchanges.
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Sham election
Myanmar's juntas search for legitimacy
through controlled polls is futile

he core of electoral democracy is the in-

stitution of popular will through repre-

sentation. When elections are merely
held to subvert this will by imposing fvoured
candidates, they are clearly a sham. Such is the
case with Myanmar's three-phase elections being
conducted by the junta nearly five years after it
upended a democratically elected government
amd precipitated a raging eivil war, Sunday
marked the first phase in 102 townships, with the
subsequent phases on January 11 (100 townships)
amd January 25 (63 townships), The junta con-
trols barely half the country's townships, with
ebections being skipped in at least 65 areas. None
of the major parties frem the 2020 elections is
participating, including the winner, the National
League for Democracy (NLD) led by imprisoned
leadber Daw Aung San Suu Kyi. Only the Union So-
lidarity and Development Party (USDP), stuffed
with former junta figures, is a foroe. This reminds
one of the 2010 elections under the 2008 consti-
tution which the NLD boycotted and which the
USDP swept. But the situation is worse now, with
the junta bombing and killing thousands of citi-
zens for five years. It also faced its strongest chal-
lenge since the early 1960s as ethnic armed or-
ganisations and the NLD-affiliated People's
Defence Foroes (PDF), loyal to the oppasition Na-
tional Unity Government formed by NLD exiles,
won control of significant territory. By late-2023,
this coalition, armed with Chinese weapons,
dealt the biggest blow through the Three Brother-
hood Alliance (TBA) in Shan State and Rakhine,
seizing townships along the China border,

The junta, sustained by Russian and Belaru-
sian weaponry, was on the hack foot until China
changed tack in 2025, prioritising its geo-eco-
nomic interests, particularly acoess to the Indian
Ocean. Beijing pressured the TBA to cease hostil-
itbes and rewurn control to the junta, which two
groups reluctantly did earfier this year. This shift,
as well as the lack of ceniralised command
among Bamar-cdominated FDFs and other ethnic
insurgent have allowed the junta to re-
gain lost territory. Yet, the junta faces pliched
battles across Rakhine, Karenni, Karen, Chin
States and the Sagaing Region where it has only
nominal control. Only China, Russia and Belarus
have endorsed these “elections™, and reports
from Myanmar's capital and junta-controlled
areas suggest participation to be far lower than in
2020. For now, the junta seeks legitimacy as it
has gained a semblance of control or managed a
bloody stalemate in the civil war. The military,
led by tinpot leader Min Aung Hlaing, will retain
its constitutionally enshrined 25% non-elected
quota of legislative seats, ensuring army domi-
nance regardless of results. But if’ history is a
guide, farcical elections will not win popular sup-
part and Myanmar must brace for more conflict.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

Myanmar’s military junta has initiated three-
phase elections nearly five years after the
February 2021 coup that overturned a
democratically elected government.

The polls are scheduled across 265 townships
in phases, while elections are cancelled in at
least 65 townships due to lack of control.
Major political forces from the 2020 elections,
including the National League for Democracy
(NLD), are absent or banned; its leader Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi remains imprisoned.

The elections are being conducted amid an
ongoing civil war, widespread violence, and
fragmented territorial control.

International endorsement is limited largely to
China, Russia and Belarus, raising questions
over legitimacy.

Key Points

e The Union Solidarity and Development Party
(USDP), linked to former military leaders, is the only
significant participant.

e The junta controls barely half of Myanmar’s
territory, with active conflict in Rakhine, Chin,
Karen, Karenni States and Sagaing Region.

e Ethnic Armed Organisations (EAOs) and People’s
Defence Forces (PDFs) aligned with the National
Unity Government (NUG) have captured substantial
areas since 2023.

e The Three Brotherhood Alliance (TBA) inflicted
major losses on the junta in Shan and Rakhine,
before Chinese mediation in 2025 forced partial de-
escalation.

e Under the 2008 Constitution, the military retains
25% of parliamentary seats, vetoing any
constitutional reform.

e \oter participation is reportedly much lower than
the 2020 elections, reflecting public
disillusionment.

Static Linkages

e Military-drafted constitutions and controlled
democracies (comparative politics).

¢ Role of armed forces in politics and civil-military
relations.

e Federalism and ethnic diversity in multi-ethnic
states.

e |egitimacy vs legality in political theory.

e External intervention and geopolitics in internal
conflicts.

Critical Analysis

e Democratic deficit: Elections without opposition
participation negate popular sovereignty.

e Constitutional entrenchment of military power
ensures continued dominance irrespective of
outcomes.

e Humanitarian costs: Prolonged conflict has led to
civilian casualties, displacement and economic
collapse.

e Fragmented opposition: Lack of unified command
among PDFs and EAOs weakens resistance.

e External influence: China’s strategic interests
(Indian Ocean access, border stability) have altered
conflict dynamics.

e Regional implications: Instability affects ASEAN
credibility and India’s neighbourhood security.

Way Forward

e Push for inclusive political dialogue involving NLD,
NUG, EAOs and civil society.

e |nternational mediation under ASEAN-led or UN-
supported frameworks with enforceable timelines.

e Gradual move towards federal democratic
restructuring addressing ethnic aspirations.

e Humanitarian corridors insulated from political and
military interference.

e Coordinated global pressure linking recognition and
aid to credible democratic transition.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News
* The Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu publicly
criticised the Union government for not
approving metro rail projects for Coimbatore
and Madurai, triggering political debate and
public aspiration.

e Metro rail has increasingly become a symbolic
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marker of “urban modernity” rather than a
purely functional transport intervention.

* Over the last 15 years, metro projects have
absorbed nearly 40% of India’s urban
transport capital expenditure, raising

questions on opportunity costs.
* The debate highlights a larger policy dilemma:

infrastructure symbolism vs mobility
efficiency in medium-sized Indian cities.

Key Points

* Metro systems account for only 5-12% of daily

urban trips in cities where they operate,

despite high capital investment.

* Nearly 90% of India’s urban workforce is

informal, with an average commute distance of

4-5 km, favouring surface-level transport.
* Metro construction costs range between
¥300-900 crore per km, depending on
elevation or underground alignment.
* Most Indian metro systems do not recover
operational costs through fares, requiring
continuous state subsidies.

e Medium-density, compact cities with mixed land
use show higher efficiency with buses, walking,
and cycling than with heavy rail systems.

Static Linkages

e Urban transport hierarchy prioritises walk - cycle
- bus - rail, as emphasised in sustainable urban
planning frameworks.

¢ Cost-benefit analysis in public finance stresses
marginal social returns per rupee spent, especially
in municipal investments.

¢ Transit-oriented development requires high
population density and structured land-use
control, often absent in Indian cities.

e Sustainable development principles emphasise
access, affordability, and inclusivity, not merely
infrastructure scale.

Critical Analysis
Advantages of Metro Expansion
e High-capacity, low-emission transport on dense
corridors
* Long-term reduction in private vehicle use where
conditions suit
e Potential catalyst for planned urban densification
Limitations and Challenges
* Misalignhment with short-distance, informal
commuting patterns
¢ Financial stress on state and urban local bodies
due to subsidies
e Crowding out of investment in basic services like
water, housing, and health
e Disruption of organic urban form in compact
cities
e Elite-driven infrastructure preferences
overshadowing mass mobility needs
Stakeholder Dimensions
e Urban poor and informal workers gain limited
direct benefits
e Middle-class aspiration shapes political demand
e Municipal finances face long-term fiscal pressure

Way Forward

* Prioritise high-frequency electric bus systems
with dedicated lanes

e |nvestin Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) where corridor
demand is moderate

e Strengthen last-mile connectivity through shared
and para-transit modes

¢ Develop pedestrian-first and cycling
infrastructure for short trips

¢ Adopt 15-minute city planning integrating work,
services, and housing

e Base approvals on ridership density and fiscal
sustainability, not symbolis
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

* Indian economy in FY 2024-25 delivered three
positive surprises: strong growth, ultra-low
inflation, and resilience to global tariff shocks.

e GDP growth recorded 7.4% (Q1) and 8.2% (Q2),
leading to upward revisions for the full year.

e Retail inflation fell to 0.3% (Oct 2024)—lowest
since FY2012; inflation excluding gold turned
negative.

e Despite high US tariffs, global growth remained
resilient, driven by Al-led investment
momentum.

* India faced capital flow volatility, rupee
depreciation, and weak FDI despite sound
macro fundamentals.

¢ Fiscal and monetary policy coordination
cushioned external shocks and sustained
domestic demand.

Key Points
* Global Environment

o International Monetary Fund revised 2025
global growth to 3.2% (+40 bps).

o World Trade Organization raised 2025
merchandise trade growth to 2.4%.

e [nflation & Monetary Policy

o Average inflation projected at ~2.5% (FY25)
due to food moderation and base effects.

o Reserve Bank of India cut repo rate by 125
bps (CY2025).

o CRRreduced by 100 bps; OMOs and
regulatory easing improved liquidity and
transmission.

* Fiscal Policy

o Front-loaded public capex boosted growth
multipliers.

o GST rationalisation + income tax relief
improved household demand.

Static Linkages
e Counter-cyclical fiscal and monetary policy
¢ [nflation targeting and MPC framework
e Capital account vs current account dynamics
¢ Public capex crowding-in private investment
e |Industrial policy and structural transformation

Critical Analysis
Strengths
¢ High growth with low inflation signals macro
stability.
e Proactive fiscal push mitigated global
uncertainty.
e Structural shift towards tech-led private
investment.
Concerns
e Capital account stress despite strong
fundamentals.
* Dependence on favourable monsoon and low
crude prices.
e Limited future fiscal space due to
consolidation needs.

Way Forward

e Fast-track India-US trade agreement to reduce
tariff uncertainty.

* Deepen deregulation and ease of doing
business reforms.

e Improve quality and stability of capital inflows.

e Sustain capex while maintaining fiscal
prudence.

e Strengthen monetary transmission to
productive sectors.




Political funding needs reformto

protect democratic competition
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MNEQUAL ACCESS to private
donations  undermines
political equality and dis-
10718 electoral competition.
In India, Anancial disparities

berween polltical parties skew the level
playing fickd, allowing better-resourced
parties to deminate campaigns and in-
Auence outcomes, Despite decades of re-
form propesals, the nexus bemween
money and politics persists due to weak
enforcement, inadequate regulation, and
alack of political will,

Before the introduction of electoral
bonds, ruled unconstitutional by the Su-
preme Court last year, corposates made
donatlons o political parties elther di-
rectly or through electoral trusts,

Between the financial years (FY) 2013-
14 and 3023-24, direct corporate dona-
tions declared by the incumbent RIP are
at least four times more than all ather
nutional parties combined, and its overadl
share is 84,648 per cent. In the case
of electoral trusts, the BIP received six
times myose funds and TLAAS per cent of
thetotal share.

Thie Electoral Trust Scheme was intro-
duced by the UPA government in 2003,
Among the top ten trusts, Prudent Elec-
tosal Trust received the highest donations
of B8 33.30.537 crose, 86.38 percent of the
total contributions declared by all trusts
between FY 2003-14 and 2023-24, During
this period, 75 per cent of the donations
disclosed by the trust were made to the
BIP. In FY 2024-25, the tnest declared re-
celving the largest donations of Rs
2668497 crore, [tdonated Rs 21807119
crare o the BJF and RS 216,335 crore to
the Congress,

Thus, not only are the funds con-
tributed to electoral trusts dominated by
one particular trust, but the funds dis-
bursed from these trusts favour the in-
cumbent party,

Whiletrustsare relatively moretrans-
parent than the electoral bonds scheme,
the information regarding the methed of
disbursal of funds |s not publicly svailable
and is likely left 1o their discretion. The
companies that have donated to these
trusts and the beneficiary parties are
known through the regular filing of re-
ports. However, what is not known to the
public is which party bencfited from
‘which company. Only the Election Com-
mission and the Income Tax depasiment
kniow this since the introduction of the

transparency guldelines in 2004, which
required trusts to disclose the records of
their donors or donees to them., For
greater transparency. the names of elec-
toral trusts should indicate the name of
thecomparryfgroupof compandes that set
up the trusts.

At present, political funding in India
relies largely on corporatis that denate di-
rectly orthrough Electoral Trusts to polit-
cal parthes ruling at the Centre or state
bevel, Thene seems tobe a quid pro quo be-
tween corporntes and such parties. As far
s olher parties are concermed, there is no
level-playing field. The five-judge consti-
tution bench of the Supreme Court in the
electoral bonds case called quid pro quo
an instance of institutionalised cor-
ruption. In paragraph 212, it added that
"centributions made by companies are
purely business transactions made with
thie Intent of securing benefits in return®.

The Constituent Assembly in 1948 ar-
gued in favour of the need for the
state/public treasury to bear election ex-
penditure in a regulated. least expensive
and organised manner. Thiey reasoned
that an election is a state affadr, not a pri-
vate concern, and any unfair advantage
o richer candidates must be avolded.

Several commitiee reportsand experns
have recommended public funding in
India, subject to reforms swch as internal
pasty democracy, financial transparency,
bringing parties under the Right to In-
f fon, and restrieti iate o
thons. However, the ban on corposate do-
nations in the 1960s was followed by the
consolidation of an opagque, corrupt
political Ainance rigime in which palitical
favours were traded for donations, popu-
Larly referred 1o as “briefcase polities®,

Hence, any future political fAinance
framework must address dispasities in ac-
cess R0 funds, excessive conoentration of
econamic power, and corruption arising
from Mlegitimate funding sources.

Reducing financial entry barriers for
political participation, diversifying funding
sources, and eNsuring rANSpAency e &s-
sential to protect democratic competition.
Without meaningfil reform, it sulimately
citimens who bearthehiddencosts ofanun-
exueal and distorted democracy.
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Pragram and Ressarch Manager
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Prudent Electoral Trust alone accounted for
86.38% of all trust contributions during this
period.

About 75% of Prudent Trust’s donations were
routed to the ruling party.

In FY2024-25, the trust received ¥2,668.49
crore and donated over 2,180 crore to the
ruling party.

While trusts disclose donors and beneficiaries
separately, company-wise party allocation is
not public, limiting transparency.

Regulatory oversight is confined to the
Election Commission of India and the Income
Tax Department.

Static Linkages

Free and fair elections as part of the basic
structure doctrine (Kesavananda Bharati case).
Political equality as an element of Article 14
and democratic participation.

Role of money power discussed in NCERT
Indian Polity (Class XI-XIl) under electoral
reforms.

Constituent Assembly Debates (1948)

supported state-regulated election
expenditure.

e 2nd Administrative Reforms Commission (ARC)
recommendations on political finance reforms.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

e The Supreme Court struck down the Electoral
Bonds Scheme (2018) as unconstitutional,
citing violation of voter’s right to information
and institutionalisation of quid pro quo.

e Post-judgment scrutiny of corporate donations
and Electoral Trusts reveals severe asymmetry
in political funding across parties.

* Data from Association for Democratic Reforms
(ADR) and Election Commission filings highlight
extreme concentration of donations favouring
the ruling party.

* Theissue has revived debates on political
equality, democratic fairness, and public
funding of elections in India.

Critical Analysis
* Pros: Electoral Trusts are relatively more
transparent than electoral bonds.
e Concerns:
o Severe funding asymmetry undermines
level playing field.
o Corporate donations create policy capture
and quid pro quo.
o Supreme Court termed such funding as
institutionalised corruption.
e Impact: Weakens democratic competition;
disadvantages smaller parties.

Key Points
e Between FY2013-14 and FY2023-24, direct
corporate donations to the ruling party were
four times that of all other national parties
combined.

Way Forward
¢ Introduce partial public funding of elections.
e Bring political parties under RTI Act.
* Mandatory public disclosure of donor—party

e The ruling party’s share of total direct mapping.
corporate donations stood at 84.65%. e Cap corporate donations and diversify funding
e Electoral Trust contributions show even higher RE$- . o
skew: 71.67% of total trust donations went to * Strengthen Election Commission’s regulatory
powers.

the ruling party.




SChasrolein clean-up,
notin GST on purifiers

HERE HAVE been occasions when courts in India ap-

peared to overstep into the domain of the legislature

orthe executive. These instances of what seems to be

judicial overreach have sparked concern — in fact, this
concern has also been articulated by the court. However well-
intentioned the court’s interventions may be, in a constitu-
tional system that enshrines the principle of separation of
powers as part of its basic structure, they run the risk of unsett-
ling a delicate balance. In this context, the Delhi High Court’s
recent intervention in the matter of taxes on air purifiers veers
into the legislative domain.

Last week, intervening in a PIL seeking GST reduction on
air purifiers from 18 per cent to 5 percent, the Delhi High Court
asked why “GST at 5 per cent cannot be provided" for air puri-
fiers and HEPA filters by categorising them as “medical de-
vices”, In fact, it went a step further, and reportedly urged the
GST Council tomeet at the earliest, perhaps virtually, toexam-
inethe issue, There can be no denying that the issue of air pol-
lution is of urgent public importance, and that governments,
atboththe Centre and the states, need tobe nudged totake ac-
tion. But, as the Centre has also pointed out, by entertaining
the petition, the court risks short circuiting the due legislative
process. Decisions regarding the GST rates and slabs are taken
by the GST Council — aconstitutional body that comprises the
Centre and states. The Council’s decisions require a three-
fourth majority. So, for the GST rates on air purifiers to be
lowered, neither the Centre alone, nor only the states — and
certainly not the courts — can decide.

PollutioninIndia isindeed a publichealth emergency. The
apex court has time and again pushed the executive to accel-
erate environment reforms. That impetus is needed more than
ever and, inthat context, the court's decision to revisit the Ara-
valli case is very welcome. Lowering taxes on air purifiers may
make them more accessible but that's nota call for the court to
take. Also, the state cannot abdicate its responsibility by simply
lowering taxes on air purifiers and putting the onus on individ-
uals to ensure clean air in private spaces. A carefully thought
through long-term strategy is required to tackle the issue of air
pollution. Of course, the court has a pivotal role in it but that
doesn't include deciding GST rates.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

A PIL sought reduction of GST on air purifiers
from 18% to 5%.

Delhi High Court questioned why air purifiers
and HEPA filters cannot be classified as
medical devices.

The Court reportedly urged the GST Council to
examine the issue urgently.

The Union government opposed the plea citing
constitutional limits on judicial action.

The issue raises concerns over judicial
overreach amid India’s air pollution crisis.

Key Points

GST rate decisions fall exclusively under
Article 279A.

GST Council decisions require a three-fourths
weighted majority.

Air purifiers are taxed at 18% as consumer
goods.

Medical devices attract 5% GST.

Courts lack mandate to determine or
recommend tax rates.

Air pollution impacts the Right to Life under
Article 21.

Static Linkages

Separation of Powers

Basic Structure doctrine

Fiscal and cooperative federalism

Judicial review vs overreach

Constitutional status of GST Council
Environmental jurisprudence under Article 21

Critical Analysis
Merits

Highlights urgency of air pollution as a public
health emergency.

Judicial nudging has historically improved
environmental compliance.

Concerns

Taxation is a legislative—executive function.
Judicial intervention risks violating separation
of powers.

Undermines cooperative federalism embedded
in GST.

Shifts burden of clean air from State to
individuals.

Way Forward

Respect constitutional boundaries of
institutions.

Tackle pollution through source-based
regulation, not consumer devices.
Strengthen National Clean Air Programme
implementation.

Any GST rationalisation should occur through
GST Council consensus.

Increase public investment in clean transport
and energy.



