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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

¢ [ndia and New Zealand concluded negotiations

on a Free Trade Agreement (FTA) in nine
months.

* The agreement aims to double bilateral trade
to USD 5 billion in five years and attract USD
20 billion investment over 15 years.

e The FTA will be signed in the first half of 2026.

* |t supports India’s strategy of export
diversification amid rising global
protectionism.

Key Points

* New Zealand will remove or reduce tariffs on
95% of exports to India.

* [ndia excluded sensitive sectors: dairy, rice,
wheat, sugar, onions, edible oils, spices,
rubber, soya.

* 5000 temporary employment visas annually
(up to 3 years) for:

o IT, engineering, healthcare, education,
construction.

o AYUSH practitioners, yoga instructors,
chefs, music teachers.

e Boost to Indian exports:

o Apparel, textiles, leather, footwear, home
décor.

o Automobiles, electronics, machinery,
pharmaceuticals.

* New Zealand gains duty-free access to:

o Sheep meat, wool, coal, forestry products.

o Concessions on kiwi fruit, wine, Manuka
honey, seafood.

Static Linkages
e FTAs permitted under Article XXIV of GATT
(WTO).

e Services mobility falls under Mode 4 of GATS.
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e Export diversification reduces current account
vulnerability (Economic Survey).

e FTAs integrate MSMEs into global value chains
(NITI Aayog).

Critical Analysis
Pros
Diversifies export markets.
Protects farmers and dairy sector.
e Boosts services trade and skilled mobility.
e Supports MSMEs and job creation.
Concerns
e Limited farm export gains.
e Import pressure on select domestic industries.
¢ |Investment inflows depend on regulatory
stability.
¢ Visa quota may be limited.

Way Forward

e Periodic FTA impact assessments.

* Improve standards, logistics, and compliance
capacity.

e Trade adjustment support for vulnerable
sectors.

* Align FTA gains with Make in India &
Atmanirbhar Bharat.



Putin’s visit to India and the aftermath

ussian Presidert Visdimir Putin's visit
o India (December 4 and 5) for the
India-Fussia Annual Summit had
sparked a great deal of interest across.
the world, apart from India iself, though for
different reasons, The West, which since the
Uleraine eondlict in 2002, hsba}mu the
Russian President, was keen to see how the visit
would turn out, and whether it mine

imvested with Bar greater interest than might
ulhemwhawhm the case, An l‘ﬂﬂ-‘lﬂ'mmmll

he Indian and had
taken Dllcl'm'l‘iirum (i Chimal, where Mr. Fatin
and Mr. Modi had displayed a great deal of
warmith towards each other. This had, however,
been anathema 1o the West.

the cm they had im| on him for

mm::md] knmmslrphmu and

the Bear, however, managed to adroitly handle

e sitiation, amd in a manmber that gae e

reason for satisfaction to the West, even while
i aveneer of sir

Adeep connection
Meetings between the heads of state of India and
Touissia hove abways been viewisd as seminal
events. They have ofien produced transformative
results, Few in India can possibly forget how the
Indiz-Sovket Treaty of Peace, Friendshép and
ven the two

1971, , when Indira Gandhf was the Prime Minisier
of India and Leonid Brezheev was the General
mmwdwwnmmmmnyofmm
Ursion, transformed the stra
Sauth Asia, It rmhkﬂlrﬂaludr&al’akmu
memmeﬁ:mmn‘hs Pakiszan, which

Less

becam S a[

loeﬂmdhslﬂndoﬂmmﬂlln wmdla was Mr.
Putin's gesture in 2009 during a summit meeting
with Prime Minister Manmohan Singh of wakving
penalties to enable India to secure its second
adncraft carrier su) bry Russsla. Other
instances, mot all of it known to the cutside
workd, but significant in go far & the close
frienclship between the leaders of the two
coumntries, akso exist, This has been the gloe
sustaining a relationship born out of nmusgual
accommadation and fith.

‘The dhosencss of the relationship has aften
frked the West, which, even as it tilied towards
Pakistan most of the time and rafled against
India’s policy of non-alignment, viewed Russla's
hacking for India as an anti- West manoeure,

After 1971, the India-Fussia relationship took
on a fresh dimension, and since the Gorbachey
era in Fussia, India-Russla thes have gone from
strength o strength. The presidency of Mr. Putin
for the past quarter of a century further
cemented the frie Succeiing Indzan Prime
Ministers have sustained this relatonship.

The Russia-Ukraine war, however, became a
nest casammru.\smammum

ﬂ.mlusmiio}oht}nanﬂ Russhhmh’uon T'has

“The recent visit of the Russian leader is his first
o India after the West imposed embargo on visis
and meetings, Mr. Putin's Delhi visit was, hence,

India and Russia
adroitly handied
the siuation,
and ina manner
thae gave ligtle
reason for
satisfaction w
the West, even
while
mainiaining a
veneer of
sarategic
ANEnOmY

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

e Vladimir Putin visited India for the 23rd India—
Russia Annual Summit (Dec 2025), his first visit
after Western sanctions post-Ukraine war.

pasted

¢ [ndia hosted the summit despite Western
pressure, reaffirming strategic autonomy.

e Joint Statement reiterated the “Special and
Privileged Strategic Partnership”, marking 25

Relations betwern Russia and the West have, if

the content of the India-Pusiss relationship gven
the current flux in global palitics, 1S, President
Trump's heightened tariffs on India for
continuing to purchase Russian oil in the wake of
the conflict in Ukraine, and other aspects.

However, this has been belied, zs'llv:ovdc:softhc
labest visit indicate.

The West, especially the U5, and countries of
the Exropean Union, afe cetain bo be
disappointed at the outcomee. Apart from the

public display of warmth by the Indian Prime
Minister and the Russkan Presilent on the latter's
arrival in Delhi, the relationship between the two
countries, often touted as a relationship carved in
lone, remains uraffected.

The Joint Statemient kssued following the Zind
Invdia-Russia Annual Summin makes this clear.

leged Strategic
Enddia and Russia (marking the 25th Anniversary
of the Declaration of Strategic Partnership
bnmnlndlaarud Fussial, for instance, remains

nature of the longstanding tme-tesed
mnp:hm:mrmny:mu.ﬂ trust and

thougght, especially during a period of global Bux.
Thie defersee relationship and cooperation had
always been seen and accepiied as the bedrodk of
India-Russia relations; in this instance, however,
e huas b pushied inco the background as of
now, This is not menely skgnificant, buuwld
enark a shift in Indis’s switude and
Mlthhsw(arm:atlta!ndeﬁm nmm]
in oulook.

lndl.l'h.ls of late, diversified its defence
pummmmlndudemmmmhasmdand
France. Nevertheless, Russia has over the years
prowidhec the main sinews for India's defence. it
has been India’s mast consistent ally in conflicts
with countries such a8 Pakistan, with the Eatter
bt'h’x(unslamﬂyhcb:d'h)'thcm Insnnt

ﬂwﬂwwﬂlwdmo{lmlmh lea
hias e willing to-supply India that has added a
great deal of heft to India’s defence capabilities.
Al present, as was amply proved during
Operation Sindoor in May 2025, Russia's S-400 air
and missile defence system (which has acquired a
near mythical staius and Is widely credited with
Inlia’s success during the conflict), the Brahmos
missibe that India has jointly developed with
Furisia, and i 2 critical part of India’s arsenal,

apart fram ibems such as the Sukbol SU-30 ML
thee T-80 Tanks, and transpon helicopeers, form
an Intc‘lmlm of India’s dckncc structuse,

L have abso been i
mﬂl‘d to joint manufacturing and future
collaboration between India and Russia in the
arcane area of defence,

While Inddia, no douls, has cenain new options
1] Iz stockplle, Russia has
hisserieally beer s larpest mest relialbde and

respect for
The Joint Statement I'urlha ervisges nqaumg
newawmeslfwmapemlm while

Theupﬂl-csn(lhtvln m hence, ﬂulk'nl
The

bndvlarwumdcmomcdbylhnw
principals keft nothing to be desired. There were
maore than the usual references o connectivity,
and cooperation on transport corridars,
especially on the Korthern Sea route throwgh the

supplier of sate-of the-art weaponry
on kand, sea, and air. OF late, Russia has offered
more of the same. A shift owards Westem
sources, given the current state of global politics,
could therefore prove detrimental e India’s
interests. While this might bring about greater
European and LS, endorsement of india’s
podicies, the actual costs need b be weighed
carefully. It should be evident that little scope for

Arctic, and the Chennai Eastern
Maritiene Corridor. Technology and [ndustrial
collaboration alo found prominent menticn.

Leaving out defence matters
et, defence matters, which had so far provided
i far as the i

concerned, wene conspicuousty shaent from the
Joint Statement. This has been a core Rem during
the Putin exa - and unkess there was a deliberate
decision to maintain diplematic silence on
supposedly controversial aspects and subjects, it
would appear that the essence of the India-Rusda
reluthonshdp was changing. The reasons for this
have yet w be explained, and give room for deep

years of strategic ties.
* Notably, defence cooperation was not
highlighted, unlike past summits.

Key Points

e Emphasis on connectivity and economic

cooperation over defence.
e Key corridors highlighted:
o Northern Sea Route (Arctic)

o Chennai-Vladivostok Eastern Maritime
Corridor
e Cooperation expanded in technology, industry,

transport, and energy.

¢ [ndia maintained neutrality on the Russia—

Ukraine conflict.

Static Linkages

e Evolution from Non-Alignment to Strategic

Autonomy.

e 1971 Indo-Soviet Treaty reshaped South Asian

security.

i what has been
mentioned here abour the bess-than-friendly tes
between India and the LS., the LS.
Administrasion has recently notfied Congress of a
$E36 millicn sustaining and modernization
package for Pakistan's F-G fighter jet feer. The

package would include avionic upgrades and
cr)w-phlc modules, mission planming
saftware, simulators and logistical support from
contractors, The latest notification comes on top
of the $400 milion upgrade programme,
announced eartier in 2025, This s
notwithstanding a recent Washington Dedaration
that has averred that U.S.-India thes are the
defining relationship of the 2ist century,

e Defence diversification alongside
legacy dependence on Russia.

e Arctic emerging as a strategic trade and
energy zone.

e Limits of sanctions in a multipolar
world.

Critical Analysis

Positives
e Reinforces India’s foreign policy
independence.

e Russiaremains areliable long-term
partner, especially in defence.
e Connectivity focus reduces trade and
supply-chain risks.
Concerns
¢ Silence on defence creates strategic
ambiguity.
¢ Risk of secondary sanctions from the
West.
e Over-dependence may constrain future
choices.
Constitutional/Ethical Angle
e Consistent with Article 51: peaceful
relations without compromising
national interest.

Way Forward

* Preserve issue-based multi-alignment.

* Accelerate Atmanirbhar Bharat in
defence.

¢ Clearly communicate defence priorities
to avoid misperceptions.

e Convert connectivity projects into
tangible economic gains.

¢ Balance Russia ties with Western and
Indo-Pacific partnerships.



Right to Disconnect: Drawing the line after work

he Right 10 Disconneet Bill has been
introduced as & private member's bill, a
form of begislaton that is rarely enacted. It
oomes in the context of ndia's recent
consolidation of lsbour Lrw through the four
labsour codes, which regulate working hours,

A

ENEIEEENt AMOURS 1o “work™ under the Code.
This inadvertently cneates a concepiual gap
where commundcation ks regulated without being
integrated in the Jegal framework governing.
working me. As & consequence, the right o
disconnect operates more as 3 behavioural nerm

overtime, and employer control. Agaimst this WVandama Tiwari than a labour standard.

bachground, the Bill marks a phvotal moment in

Indian lsbour L. In this age of digital e Eaeateaiga ™" Approach of other jurisdictions
technologies, work increasingly extends beyond Court The gaps become apparent when compared with

the physical workspace. Therefure, it is only

jurisdictions that have already imbibed the righs

miiifbed viaa contract.

Another question concerns the Bill's
corstitutional character. The freedom to
disengage bears an evident relationship with
Article 21 of the Constitution, Vet the Bill neither
traces its constitutional Eneage nor articulates
herw these guasantees ane io be realised within
the workplace, The Bill leaves unresolved
whether the right w disconnect is purely
stantory or indicative of a deeper constitutional
engagement between work and indivicdwal

The Bill recognises that digital work has blurred
the traditional boundaries besween working time
harw

prudent for the legislatuse to reconsider how 1o disconnect in their legal reginses. In the LAY,
labour Liw respands bo constant connectivity. Eurapean Union, employer control became a kiy
However, it does soin a framework that regulates - mmndﬂhmmuuhrm1m Through Conclusion
work primarily throwgh time-based constructs. Jjudicial precedents, an expansive definition was

Indian labour Lyw i yet 1o define what | adopted, which inchuded on- call time, standby
constitutes as ‘work” ina digital economy, Whie Avantika Shukda periods, and other forms of availlability, even

the Bill regulates after-hours conmunication, i
does so without elarifying the scope of “work'.
This omission becomes cruclal when the Bill
read alongside other codes governing working
time and employer conol. Therefore, we
examine unreschved questions concerning the
definition of ‘work’, the scope of the proposed

t, and its potential constitutional :lmm—h-r.
while drawing a comparison as well,

Some amblguity
Thee Bill prowvicdes emphayees the right (o not

Advogate practring at
Ehi Dl High st

Uniil the Bill
directly
addresses how

whm a0 active wark ks performed bt the
employer contifiees (o exercise control. This
peinciple further evolved through dectssons such
s STMAP, Tyro, and Jasger, where the European
Court of Justice equated employer's control with
work. Similarly, France does not try (o redefine
work. Instead, s labour bw demareates working
time and rest me. Periods of availability under
employer contral are considened working time,
and digital communication i imegrated ino this
framework through collective bargaining.

] persanal time, bat it does m csphln
thils tr o i 0 b @
mumtlrlqw framework which goverms
ng houss, overtime and emplover coninol.
.'lmunpnr:ueuml} reveals that the right 1o
disconrect becomes effective when an
emphree’s time i treated as working time., This
ppummmmmmmmmw
al labouir complies with existing labour kvws,
11 will comtinue to rely on a framework
for regulxting physical workplaces.
“The Bill leaves open whether the right hasa
canstitutional character. Although there isan
evident commvection between Right 1o Disconmect

and individual autonomy under Article 21 of the

Employer control is a central test in
determining whether an activity constitutes
work.

Judicial interpretations have linked human
dignity, autonomy, and humane working
conditions with fundamental rights.

Critical Analysis
Strengths

Acknowledges new forms of exploitation
arising from digital labour.

Promotes work-life balance and
psychological well-being of employees.
Initiates an important shift in Indian labour

Constiution, this ks not made apparent by the
legishature. The Bill neither identifes this gap nor
I i, Muchlemlmpenm

law discourse towards the digital economy.

mrtwmlm&uuwmulﬁ
of a broader

ane ihat the

digital labour Germany enfarces strict working time and rest
respond to work-related calls or mafls beyond the | complics with peeriod regulations as well. These comiparisons.
prescribed working hours. However, it fils to existing labour ame not offered for replication in India, but to
aikdress whether such afier-hours engagement Laws. it engage with an unresolved legal quesiion: when
Fallle within the legal constructs of work. continues dioes 2 memplu}rr‘k:nmrbelummthumplqvﬁ
‘This ambiguity is particularly obwious in the by The Indian Labour code
i £ahe Bill with the O nely o 3 nubes, prescribing limits on warking hours, and divergent inferpres
Safety, Health and Working Conditions Code, framework contractual terms negotiated throagh employer
2020, which continues governing working hours designed 1o palicy and agreements. The Right te Disconnect
and overtime in Indian labour Lo, However, the regulate physical | il does not specify whether the given right ia
Bill does not clarify whether after-hours digital workplaces mandatory labour standard or its term can be address,

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

* A Private Member’s Bill proposing a Right to
Disconnect has been introduced in Parliament
to allow employees to disengage from work-
related digital communication beyond
prescribed working hours.

* The Bill comes in the backdrop of India’s
labour law consolidation into four labour
codes, which regulate wages, working
conditions, industrial relations, and social
security.

e Expansion of digital technologies, remote work,
and platform-based employment has blurred
the traditional boundary between work time
and personal time.

Key Provisions

* Employees are granted the right to not
respond to work-related calls, emails, or
messages beyond official working hours.

e Aims to reduce mental stress, burnout, and
excessive employer control enabled by
constant digital connectivity.

* Does not define “work” in the context of digital
labour, creating legal ambiguity.

Why the Bill is Important

e Conventional labour laws are designed for
physical workplaces and fixed schedules.

* |nadigital economy, availability itself becomes
labour, even without active task performance.

* The Bill recognises this transformation but
does not fully integrate it into existing labour
jurisprudence.

Static Linkages
e Labour regulation is based on the distinction
between working time and rest time.

Indian babour b jurisprdence will eventually

Limitations

Does not clarify whether after-hours digital
communication amounts to work or overtime under
labour codes.

Creates a conceptual disconnect between
regulation of communication and regulation of
working time.

Fails to specify whether the right is mandatory or
contractually negotiable, risking dilution.
Constitutional linkage with Article 21 remains
implicit rather than explicitly articulated.

Comparative Perspective

In the European Union, judicial precedents treat
time spent under employer control—including
standby and on-call periods—as working time.
Countries like France and Germany integrate digital
communication into working-time and rest-period
frameworks, often through collective bargaining.
Core insight: The right to disconnect is effective
only when time under employer control is legally
recognised as work.

Constitutional Dimension

Continuous digital availability affects:

o Right to life with dignity

o Personal liberty and individual autonomy
These are protected under Article 21, but the Bill
does not clearly acknowledge or operationalise this
constitutional basis.

Way Forward

Provide a clear legal definition of “work”
encompassing digital availability.

Harmonise the Bill with provisions on working hours
and overtime under labour codes.

Make the right non-derogable, not subject to
contractual dilution.

Explicitly ground the right in Article 21 to strengthen
enforceability.

Encourage collective bargaining and sector-specific
guidelines on digital communication norms.



Unrest unlimited

Yunus lacks the legitimacy to steer
Bangladesh through the latest crisis

he violent unrest that rocked Bangladesh
T on Thursday night, following the death of
Sharif Osman Hadi, a prominent youth
leader of the July 2024 uprising against Prime Mi-
nister Sheikh Hasina's government, was both a
reflection of where the country stands today and
a warning of what lies ahead. Hadi, an Islamist
and a virulent critic of India, played a key role in
transforming the July uprising into a broader
movement aimed at remaking the country. He
sought a decisive break from Bangladesh’s libera-
tion-era values and advocated greater political
space for parties such as Jamaat-e-Islami, as well
as for Islamist student groups. Hadi was shot by
masked gunmen on December 12 and suc-
cumbed to injuries on December 18 at a hospital
in Singapore, triggering widespread protests
across Bangladesh. Although the police have ar-
rested at least half a dozen suspects in connec-
tion with the attack, it remains unclear who or-
chestrated the killing. Some of Hadi's supporters
blamed the Awami League., On December 18,
mabs torched the offices of Prothom Alo and The
Daily Star, two of the country’s largest dailies,
trapping staff inside. Cultural centres, Awami
League offices, the homes of former ministers,
and even the residence of Mujibur Rahman, Ban-
gladesh’s liberation hero, were attacked. In My-
mensingh city, a Hindu man aged 25 was lynched
over alleged blasphemy, as a crowd cheered and
filmed while his hanging body was set on fire.
Fifteen months after Ms. Hasina was toppled,
Bangladesh continues to reel under mob rule.
Ms. Hasina's authoritarianism undoubtedly con-
tributed to the eruption of public anger in July
2024, Her fall offered Bangladesh a chance to be-
gin anew, grounded in reconciliation, pluralism,
and democracy. That opportunity has since been
squandered. The period following the uprising
saw widespread violence against minorities and
Awami League workers. The Awami League and
its student wing, the Chhatra League, were
banned, while the ban on Jamaat-e-Islami was lift-
ed. Mr. Yunus failed to keep Islamist forces, who
have a dark past, in check even as reactionary
groups pressed for a total rupture with the imme-
diate past. The result has been near-anarchy. An-
ti-India sentiments, amplified by Islamist forces,
have further inflamed tensions. Bangladesh’s rul-
ers must heed these warning signs. The focus
must shift from vendetta politics to rebuilding
state capacity and restoring law and order. Mr.
Yunus appears to lack either the legitimacy or the
resolve to steer the country through this crisis.
For Bangladesh, the only viable path forward lies
in inclusive elections with the participation of all
the major political parties.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

Widespread violence erupted in Bangladesh
after the death of Sharif Osman Hadi, a key
leader of the July 2024 uprising.

Hadi, shot by masked gunmen on December 12,
died on December 18 in Singapore.

Protests turned violent, with mobs attacking
media houses (Prothom Alo, The Daily Star),
political offices, cultural centres, and symbols
of the 1971 liberation struggle.

A Hindu youth was lynched in Mymensingh
over alleged blasphemy.

The unrest reflects deep instability 15 months
after the ouster of Sheikh Hasina.

Key Points

July 2024 uprising began as an anti-
authoritarian movement but later acquired a
strong Islamist character.

Hadi advocated rejection of secular liberation-
era values and political space for Jamaat-e-
Islami.
Post-uprising period marked by:
o Ban on Awami League and its student wing.
o Lifting of ban on Islamist groups.
Rise in mob violence, minority targeting, and
attacks on press freedom.
Interim leadership under Muhammad Yunus
lacks mandate and enforcement capacity.
Anti-India sentiment amplified by Islamist
mobilisation.

Static Linkages

Secularism in nation-building

State monopoly over violence

Minority protection as human rights obligation
Free media as democratic safeguard

Electoral legitimacy and political stability

Critical Analysis
Opportunities

Fall of authoritarianism created scope for
democratic renewal.

Challenges

Transition mismanaged, leading to mob rule.
Politicisation of religion undermines pluralism.
Minority violence erodes constitutional
morality.

Media intimidation weakens accountability.
Anti-India rhetoric risks regional instability.

Way Forward

Restore law and order through neutral
institutions.

Ensure minority protection and curb hate
crimes.

Rebuild political pluralism by lifting selective
bans.

Clearly separate religion from state power.
Conduct inclusive, free, and credible elections.
Strengthen administrative and policing
capacity.



Stepup

CSR as corporate obligation can support
costs of restoring grasslands

Court Bench placing corporate environ-

mental responsibility inside the legal
meaning of corporate social responsibility (CSR)
reframes how the Court reads CSR in Indian com-
pany law while continuing its attempts since 2021
to reduce deaths of great Indian bustards from
power infrastructure. The Bench has treated the
CSR regime as an enforceable obligation rather
than an undertaking at companies’ discretion
while also reading social responsibility to include
envirommental and wildlife protection through
the Companies Act itself. According to the Court,
a corporation as a legal person shares the duty
under Article 51A(g), which means spending CSR
funds on environmental measures can be framed
as discharging one’s constitutional obligation
rather than engaging in charity. For great Indian
bustards, the Court has thus strengthened the le-
gal basis for conservationists to demand corpo-
rate financing for projects to recover species en-
dangered by corporate activity. The Court's 2021
interim order restricted overhead transmission
lines across 99,000 sq. km and required a com-
mittee-led approach to feasibility and under-
grounding. In 2024, it constituted an expert com-
mittee to balance species protection with climate
commitments and renewable energy build-out,
which the new order has operationalised. 1If CSR
and project-linked financing become easier to
compel, they can support the recurring costs of
breeding and releasing chicks and of restoring
grasslands and maintaining them.

However, the verdict is also a legal interpreta-
tion; it does not specify which companies must
pay how much, where, when, and with what au-
dit trail (the penalty for non-compliance will re-
main according to existing provisions). The
Court's shift from a large-area approach, as in its
2021 order, to revised priority areas also reduces
conflict with renewable energy deployments
while pushing some of the onus to the accurate
mapping of habitats - a problem given bustards
move around and infrastructure risks can lie out-
side formal boundaries. The judgment improves
the legal position for getting companies to pay for
prevention and recovery and specifies a narrow-
er but more detailed habitat and infrastructure
plan. Whether it is sufficient will depend less on
the doctrine it announces and more on whether
governments and utilities can deliver the under-
grounding and rerouting work at the required
pace, and whether corporate funding translates
to putcomes on the ground.

T he December 19 judgment by a Supreme

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

On December 19, the Supreme Court of India
expanded the legal interpretation of Corporate
Social Responsibility (CSR) under Indian
company law.

The ruling emerged from long-running
proceedings (since 2021) to curb deaths of the
Great Indian Bustard due to overhead power
transmission lines.

The Court held that environmental and wildlife
protection are intrinsic to CSR, not optional
corporate philanthropy.

CSR spending on conservation was linked to
Article 51A(g), treating it as a constitutional
obligation of corporations as legal persons.
The judgment operationalises expert
committee recommendations (2024) balancing
biodiversity protection with renewable energy
expansion.

Key Points
e CSR under the Companies Act, 2013 is an
enforceable statutory duty, not discretionary
spending.
e Corporations, as legal persons, share constitutional
environmental duties.
e CSR funding for conservation is framed as duty-
based compliance, not charity.
e Stronger legal footing for corporate financing of
ecological damage caused by infrastructure.
e Shift from a blanket 2021 restriction (99,000 sq.
km) to priority habitat-based regulation.
e CSR funds can support:
o Captive breeding and release programmes.
o Grassland restoration and long-term habitat
upkeep.

Static Linkages

e Article 51A(g): Duty to protect environment and
wildlife.

e Environmental Principles: Polluter Pays,
Precautionary Principle, Public Trust Doctrine.

e Wildlife Protection Act, 1972: Species and habitat
conservation.

e Corporate Personality Doctrine: Legal obligations of
companies.

e Sustainable Development: Growth-environment
balance.

Critical Analysis
Strengths
e Converts CSR from voluntary goodwill to legal
responsibility.
e Enables sustained non-budgetary funding for
conservation.
e Reduces conflict between renewables and wildlife
via targeted regulation.
Limitations
e No clarity on who pays, how much, when, and how
outcomes are audited.
e Enforcement still depends on existing CSR penalty
provisions.
e Bustard habitats are dynamic; risks may extend
beyond mapped areas.
e Success hinges on administrative capacity and
execution speed.

Way Forward

e [ssue clear rules linking CSR liability to ecological
impact.

e Use dynamic habitat mapping instead of static
boundaries.

e Ensure outcome-based audits of CSR-funded
conservation.

e |ntegrate CSR flows with national species recovery
plans.

e Strengthen Centre-State-utility coordination for
timely undergrounding.
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e External Interference
o Pakistan benefits strategically from India-
Bangladesh tensions and internal chaos.
o Anti-India narratives are being used as
political tools, not rooted in public interest.
pasted

Context

e Bangladesh is facing political instability
marked by weak institutions, street violence,
and democratic backsliding.

e Power transfers have historically been
confrontational, personality-driven, and non-
institutional.

e The current political vacuum has enabled
extremist groups and external actors to gain
influence.

* Indiais closely watching developments due to
regional security and minority protection
concerns.

Static Linkages
e Democracy is not merely elections » Requires:
o Independent institutions
o Rule of law
o Political inclusion
e State capacity theory: Weak states invite non-
state and external interference.
¢ Constitutional morality: Political actors must
respect democratic norms beyond legality.
* Neighbourhood First principle: Stability of
neighbours directly impacts India’s security.

Key Points
e Historical Pattern
o Since the assassination of Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman (1975), Bangladesh has rarely
witnessed smooth democratic transitions.
o Alternation between military regimes and
dominant party rule weakened democratic
culture.
¢ Personality-Centric Politics
o Politics has revolved around rivalry
between Awami League and BNP,
marginalising institutions.
o Governance failures are systemic, not
confined to one leader. pasted
e [nstitutional Capture
o Media intimidation, mob justice, and
erosion of rule of law indicate state retreat.
o Weak institutions allow extra-constitutional
actors to exercise influence.
* Rise of Islamist Forces
o Jamaat-e-Islami and allied groups are
exploiting instability to capture political
space.
o |deological mobilisation replaces
governance discourse.

Critical Analysis

e Elections without neutral institutions lack
credibility.

¢ Excluding major political stakeholders
undermines legitimacy.

e Extremism threatens minorities and social
harmony.

e External interference deepens internal
polarisation.

Way Forward

Hold inclusive, free, and fair elections.

Restore independence of election bodies,

judiciary, and media.

e Curb extremist influence through rule-based
governance.

e Focus on development and employment to
reduce social unrest.

* Maintain balanced foreign relations without
external rivalry politics.




Parliament spoke on Vande
Mataram, did notlisten to it
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ment —and intheweeks preceding and fol-
lowingit— Delhil and its sumrounding arcas
wiere blanketed inthick layérs of soat.

The debate, and especially Parlia-
ment’s proceedings in the days that fol-
lowed. could have beenan occaslon toin-
trospect — indtiate a conversationon ways
to confront a scourge that has been play-
ing havoe with the health of people, not
just in Delhi but in large parts of the
country. The ruling BIP framed the pro-
ceedings as an exercise in historical clari-
fAcathon. Sectionsof the Opposition, led by
Congress, questioned the need for parlia-
mentary time to beallotted tothe exerclse.
Adr pollution was mentioned a few times
during the Winter Sesslon. But even as
Parliamenteommemorated the 150than-
niversary of the national song, it fadled to
take the right inspiration from its verses,
The references to unclean air in the just-
concluded session were desultory, Uey
did not lead to meaningful discussions.

Thed d

obvious pollu-
tion control beards short-staffed? Wlw
aren't akrquality monbtoring gadgets posk-
tiomved at the right places, even inthe na-
tiomal capital? Why do a large numiber of
thermal power stations in Delhi, as
pointed out by this newspaper, operate
without systems that are critical to reduc-
ing sulphur dioxide emisslons? What
waiild be required 1o give meaningful
effect tothe electric vehicles policy?
answers to such g
will nod just mean Imcmlfﬁn.gmc health
risks of the present generation but alsose.
verely imperil the right of future gener-
ations to live in a clean environment —a
right recognised in umpteen Supreme
Conrt verdicts as integral to the Right 1o
Life. Study afterstudyhas pointed out how
poor alraffects the quality of people'slives
in the country, Last year, a report in the
Lancet conchuded that no one in Indialives
inan area where the yearly average pollu-
tion levels meet the WHO norms. A grow-
ing body ol scholarship hasatso shownthar
alarge number of municipal officials in
Tnehia do not recognise the seriousness of
the nir cyisis. But the failure of Parliament
1o have a meaningful discussion on poliu-
tion, at aumcwhcnu had assumed crisis
A

imperatives, and even cultural quests do
require natlons to engage with the past to

find new ways forward, Similarly, the
questions asked by namure today, climate
change and pollution, require new ways
«of joining the dots between ecology and
economy, In a rightful hurry to catch the
developmental bus — ﬂcm Tere Iohs

THOFE W
questions: Is IM gravity of the situation
cluding parliamentarians aswell? Has the
BOVErImEnt

age underined inseveral studies — Viksi
Bharat cannot be built by a population
chokingon pooralr?

Union environment minister Bhu-

pender Yadav has reportedly issued an

build betrer

wltimatum v Delhi's

erty — Inediamust take a route thar dotsn‘[
injure its forests and mountaing of pollute
Its alr and waters, That's not an easy task
— a single session of Parl!amcm dsn't
enatgh for it, Yet. it's the

AGI-
environmental authorities. That might
help in lifting the haze in about 10 diys.
Huowever. ifthere'’s anething that the capl-
1al's long-suffering clifzens know, hslh\s.

vof  Fiats and

this environmental m:kwllng wh.ichde
mandsthat th

pmide :mlpoﬂry reliel The antl pullu

ithe
owned and bed by dmsn chosen by citizens
torepresent them in the country’s highest
decision-making body.
Instead of being anexercise incultural
posturing that, at times, tended to flatten
i the
atbom of 2 songthat describes the country
as a thriving ecosystem could have been
an gocasion to renew India's tryst with
ecalogy. At atime when people in Delhi

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News
e Parliament commemorated the 150th
anniversary of Vande Mataram during the

m‘cwmmd:edklhrrmesawa) eu:lngca]
well-being bsalso at the core of agitations
o protect the Aravallls. When it convenes
inthe niew year, Farliament should course-
commect — find ways to give expression to
stach voboes.

The writes is senior associate ediror,
Thelndian Express,

koushik dasgupta@enpressindiacom

Winter Session.

The period coincided with severe air pollution
across Delhi-NCR, with AQI frequently in the
“severe” category.

Despite the crisis, Parliament of India did not
hold a focused, outcome-oriented debate on
air pollution governance.

Public protests for clean air and environmental
movements (e.g., Aravalli protection)
highlighted rising citizen concern.

Key Points

Vande Mataram symbolises ecological
abundance—rivers, forests, fertile land, and
harmony with nature.

Delhi’s pollution arises from vehicles,
industries, thermal power plants, construction
dust, biomass burning, and meteorological
factors.

Pollution Control Boards face staff shortages,
weakening enforcement.

Air quality monitoring stations are
inadequately and unevenly placed.

Several thermal power plants lack full
deployment of flue gas desulphurisation
systems.

Electric vehicle policy implementation remains
slow due to infrastructure gaps.

Static Linkages

Article 48A: State duty to protect the
environment.

Article 51A(g): Fundamental duty of citizens to
safeguard nature.

Article 21: Right to life includes the right to a
clean environment (as held by the Supreme
Court of India).

Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act,
1981: statutory basis for pollution control.
Sustainable development principle linking
ecology and economy.

Critical Analysis

Positives: Strong constitutional backing and
judicial activism on environmental rights.
Concerns: Parliamentary focus remains
symbolic; regulatory capacity is weak; reliance
on short-term emergency measures.

Ethical Dimension: Inaction violates
intergenerational justice and constitutional
duties.

Way Forward

Institutionalise regular, data-backed
parliamentary debates on air quality.
Strengthen Pollution Control Boards through
staffing and technical capacity.

Expand and rationalise air quality monitoring
networks.

Enforce emission-control technologies in
thermal power plants with strict timelines.
Integrate transport, energy, and urban
planning for long-term pollution control.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

In December 2024, oral remarks by a Supreme
Court of India Bench during a habeas corpus
petition referred to Rohingya as “illegal
intruders”.

The case concerned the alleged custodial
disappearance of five Rohingya held by Delhi
Police.

Earlier, in May 2024, the Court declined interim
relief against alleged deportation of Rohingya
into international waters.

Legal and civil society groups criticised the
remarks as unconstitutional and contrary to
human rights norms.

India continues to deny refugee recognition to
Rohingya fleeing violence in Myanmar.

Key Points

Rohingya face documented persecution; UN
bodies describe the violence as genocidal.
India is not a signatory to the 1951 Refugee
Convention but hosts refugees from several
countries.

Fundamental Rights under Articles 14 and 21
apply to all “persons”, not only citizens.
Indian courts have read the principle of non-
refoulement into Article 21.

e Oraljudicial remarks, though non-binding,
influence executive behaviour and public
opinion.

Static Linkages

e Article 21: Right to life and dignity extends to
non-citizens.

e Article 14: Equality before law applies
universally.

e Habeas corpus: Safeguard against illegal
detention.

e Customary international law as a guide in
constitutional interpretation.

¢ Human dignity as the core of constitutional
morality.

Critical Analysis
Issues
* Dehumanising language risks normalising
exclusionary state action.
* Deportation without individual assessment
violates due process.
e Absence of a refugee law enables executive
arbitrariness.
e Weakens India’s human rights credentials.
Counter-view
e Border control and security lie with the
executive.
e Refugee inflows may strain resources.
* No statutory refugee framework creates
ambiguity.
Constitutional Aspect

e Linking refugee protection to domestic poverty

undermines constitutional morality.
e Judicial endorsement of political narratives
risks diluting rights-based constitutionalism.

Way Forward

e Enact aclear refugee and asylum law.

e Mandate individual risk assessment before
deportation.

* Sensitise judiciary and enforcement agencies
on refugee law.

* Balance sovereignty with constitutional and
humanitarian obligations.

e Strengthen coordination with UNHCR.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

e The Union Environment Ministry revised the
benchmark to identify the Aravalli hill range.

* A 100-metre elevation from local profile
(immediate surroundings) is adopted instead
of a uniform baseline.

* The clarification was submitted to a Supreme
Court-appointed committee.

* Mining remains prohibited, but construction
near NCR may be allowed in some areas.

* The change follows disputes over the extent of
Aravalli classification across states.

Key Points

e Aravallis span Gujarat, Rajasthan, Haryana and
Delhi and are among the world’s oldest fold
mountains.

e Earlier identification used FSI’s 3-degree slope
method, based on state minimum elevation.

* New method measures relative height from
local relief, not sea level.

* This may exclude several hillocks, especially in
already elevated districts.

e Under the revised definition, Aravallis cover
~40,483 sq km in 15 districts, down from ~1.23
lakh sg km earlier.

e Notified forests, sanctuaries and eco-sensitive
zones remain protected.

Static Linkages
e Acts as a barrier to Thar Desert expansion and
supports groundwater recharge.

Ecological protection flows from Articles 48A
and 51A(g).

Mining and land use regulated under EPA
1986, FCA 1980, WPA 1972.

Supreme Court recognises protection of
ecologically sensitive areas even without
formal notification.

Critical Analysis
Pros

Uses scientifically grounded local
geomorphology.

Reduces over-inclusion and inter-state
disputes.

Enables regulated urban development in NCR.

Concerns

Risk of ecosystem fragmentation.
Possible rise in illegal mining in excluded
areas.

Elevation-based criteria ignore ecological
functions.

Weakens the precautionary principle.

Way Forward

Shift to landscape-level ecological mapping
using GIS and remote sensing.

Notify remaining stretches as eco-sensitive
zones.

Strengthen inter-state coordination and
enforcement.

Apply inclusion-based conservation approach
as stressed by the Supreme Court.



