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Watching crisis in Bangladesh closely: India

Centre expresses ‘strong concern’ about the
safety of minorities in neighbouring country

Centre adds Bangladesh diplomats were not in any
danger; protest at mission was quickly dispersed

Bangladesh iz not the only place where such
incidents take place, says Dhaka spokesman

Kallol Bhattacherjes

NEW DELHI

ndia on Sunday de

aaribid the killing of &

Himdu youth in Ban-
gladesh as a “homendous
act”,  and  ex
“sirong concern”™  about

country.
Fatesrud Affairs Minksery
spokesperson Randhir Jas
wal dismissed media re-
ports i Dhaka about
thress o Bangladesh's di-
plomats in Inda, terméng
them "misleading propa
and®

The Minisiry's remarks
drew 3 quick response,
with the Forelgn Affairs Ad
wiser of the interim Bangla-
desh government, Towhid
Bhomsein, saying “sach incl
dents ocowr inall coun-
tries” of the South Asan
region and tha
i sl aleessdy areested
several suspects i the

cae.
Dipai Chamdra Das. 25,

was I?I'IKDQ\I B Mymsers

Sharil (hean Hadi. The
mob allegedly hanged the

youth's body from a tree B8

and et i on fire,

Irwlias comtEnmes bo keep
a chose watch on the evoly.
g situation in Bangla:
desh. Cur officials remain
i tosich with Bangiadesh
alherits and kave con
veyed to them our strong
concerns at the attacks on
mimories. We have also
urged ihat ihe perpetrasars
of the barbaric killing d

Responding o the re
parts pribliched in mukiphe
news outlets in Bangladesh
about an ncident outside
the High Comemission of
Bangladesh here, Mr. Jais-
wal said, “The fact is that

Bangls  about 3025 younh gath:

ered in Eront of the Basghy:
desh bigh Commission in
New Delhi on December
3 and raised slogans in

This follows WII)‘
Incldents™ mear IWVACS
Feajshab, Chittagreg. lr.'hul-
i, ard [haka. “H% diffi-
il B T OUF Vis F

T cilltics In Banghidesh when

people are unable to step
ot because of the p:zv:.il—
ingg security situation,” wid

RS an officil, explaining that

: ii
uﬁqmms xbents hekd 3 siient pratest in Dkaika on Sendey 12 candemn the killing of 8 Hindu
yovuth Dipu Chandia Das. uw

procest against the hormen-
dias illieyg of Dipu Chan-
dra Das in Mymensingh,
while alsa calling for the
protection of all minorities
in Bangladesh”

Earlier, Amar Desh, 2
newspaper edised by pro
miment jourmalist Maham
dur Rahman, had pu-

blished a report with the
beadline “Threat o kill
High Cosnmissioner in Del:
hi*. The report =aid a
group af men belonging to
Akhand Mindu Sena fuad
comse w the main gae of
the igh Com
miission in Chanalopapari's

f Mang and

held an “aggressive”™ de-
moastration. The sharp ex-
chamges 1ok place when
India announced that the
Indian Visa Application
Comare i Chirtagong amsl
the main [mdizn Visa Appli-
cation Centre in Dhalka will

Temain shuttered

Indian missions have been

b stome-thoc-
gz A Feguicnt taegeing
by ks i the past several
s

dlian remarks, Mr. Hossein
sald, "One Bangladeshi cid.
zen was brusally mur
dened.  This  Eedent
hiiviale] mart B mimed with
the minarities. The person
wiho was killed was 3 Ban-
gladeshi citizen and we
ook action on ks without
any delay and several indi
widuals hanve: heen ammesbed
i this case ™

~Rarsghadesh s not the
ealy country where sach
incidents take place. They
take place in all countries
of our region and every
courry should iz appro
priste action to deal with

wvenss bs avallable publich:
for all to see ... India iz
committed 1o ersure the
safery of foreign misslons
Posts i ies berritory in s
cordance 'udth the Vienna
Converition

Mﬂmdul{ b Ehe li-

Bas alresdy taken steps”
Mr. Hosseln sald, address
g the media at the Minds
try of Forelggn affairs in
Diuaka

Mr, Hossein's opinlons
were further amplified by a
Ministry of Foreign Afains
saement, which said,
“The ieteroenmunal situs:
tianin Bangladesh & better
tham in many other pasts in
South Asia”

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

India described the lynching of Dipu Chandra
Das, a Hindu youth, in Bangladesh as a
“horrendous act” and raised strong concerns
over the safety of minority communities.

The incident occurred in Mymensingh, amid
protests following the death of a student
leader, leading to mob violence.

India dismissed Bangladeshi media reports
alleging threats to Bangladesh’s diplomats in
India, terming them “misleading propaganda”.
Bangladesh’s interim government responded,
stating that arrests had been made and such
incidents occur across the region.

India temporarily shut down Indian Visa
Application Centres (IVACs) in Bangladesh
citing repeated “security incidents” and
attacks on Indian missions.

Key Points

Diplomatic Communication: India conveyed
concerns through official diplomatic channels;
both sides issued public statements.

Mission Security: India reiterated its obligation
to protect foreign missions under the Vienna
Convention on Diplomatic Relations, 1961.
Visa Services: IVAC closures in Dhaka,
Chittagong, Rajshahi, and Khulnha highlight
operational challenges amid unrest.

Minority Safety: India emphasized protection
of minorities; Bangladesh rejected linking the
killing specifically to minority persecution.
Regional Sensitivity: The episode underscores
fragile people-to-people ties and the volatility
of domestic unrest spilling into foreign policy.

Static Linkages

Principles of non-interference and sovereign
equality of states.

Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations
(1961) - protection of diplomatic missions and
personnel.

India’s Neighbourhood First Policy and
regional diplomacy in South Asia.

Consular relations and international
obligations of host states.

Role of internal law and order in shaping
foreign relations.

Critical Analysis
Positives

India followed rule-based diplomacy.
Emphasis on protection of minorities and
missions.

Concerns

Risk of bilateral strain.
Visa suspension affects people-to-people ties.
Media sensationalism escalates tensions.

Way Forward

Quiet diplomatic engagement over public
rhetoric.

Joint security coordination for missions.
Gradual resumption of visa services.
Counter misinformation through official
channels.



Elephant calf injured in Assam train
collision dies; Centre seeks report

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

An elephant calf hit by an
express train in central As-
sam's Hojai district on Sa-
turday died of injuries at
an animal rescue centre
near Kaziranga National
Park and Tiger Reserve 24
hours later.

Bhaskar Choudhury, a
veterinarian at the Centre
for Wildlife Rehabilitation
and Conservation (CWRC),
said the calf, less than a
week old, was brought w
the centre with fractured
legs and damaged organs.

“The calf was bleeding
from the mouth. We tried
our best, but could not
save it,” he said on Sunday.

The centre is about 110
km east of the railway sec-
tion between Jamunamukh
and Kampur, where the
Sairang Rajdhani Express
ploughed through a herd
crossing the track, killing

The elephant calf, less than a week cld, was brought to the centre

with fractured legs and damaged organs. BITU RA KONWAR

seven elephants. The colli-
sion spot is 126 km east of
Guwahati.

Earlier, Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma in-
structed the Forest Depart-
ment to probe the inci-
dent. He sought improved
safety measures along wil-
dlife corridors, particularly
during periods when visi-
bility iis reduced.

Northeast Frontier Rail-

way officials stated that the
location where the acci-
dent happened was not a
notified elephant corridor.

‘Ensure speed limits’

Conservationists said that
it was a high-risk zone, re-
quiring the strict imple-
mentation of speed limits
and enhanced surveil-
lance. They said such colli-
sions occur when herds

move from one forest
patch to another, with rail-
way tracks cutting through
their migration routes.,
Union Minister Bhupen-
der Yadav on Sunday said
the Centre had sought a re-
port on the death of the
elephants. He said all
States have been asked to
monitor elephant move-
ments along railway lines.
“The railway authorities
have been directed to coor-
dinate with the Forest De-
partments of States on ele-
phant movement along the
tracks. A report on ele
phant deaths has been
sought,” the Minister said.
“A team was formed
with the DEM Railways,
DFO and local people as
stakeholders in the area
concemned and in every
such locality where ele-
phant habitat and train
lines exist,” Mr. Yadav

added.
(With inputs from PTT)

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

* An elephant calf (<1 week old) died at the
Centre for Wildlife Rehabilitation and
Conservation (CWRC) near Kaziranga National
Park and Tiger Reserve, 24 hours after being hit
by an express train.

* The accident occurred on the Jamunamukh-
Kampur railway section in Hojai district, Assam.

* The Sairang Rajdhani Express hit a herd
crossing the tracks, killing seven elephants.

¢ CM Himanta Biswa Sarma ordered a probe and
called for stronger safety measures in wildlife
corridors.

e Union Environment Minister Bhupender Yadav
sought a report and directed States to monitor
elephant movement near railway lines.

Key Points

e Accident site is not a notified elephant
corridor.

e Conservationists identify the stretch as a high-
risk migration zone.

* The calf suffered fractured legs and internal
injuries (CWRC).

* Northeast Frontier Railway cited lack of
corridor notification.

e Centre directed Railway-Forest Department
coordination nationwide.

Static Linkages
e Asian Elephant (Elephas maximus indicus) -»
Schedule |, Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972.
* |India hosts ~60% of global Asian elephant
population (Project Elephant).
* Wildlife corridors enable genetic flow and
seasonal migration.

e Linear infrastructure is a major cause of
human-wildlife conflict (ISFR).

* National Wildlife Action Plan (2017-2031)
stresses mitigation of infrastructure impacts.

Critical Analysis
e Positives
o High-level political and administrative
response.
o Existing policy support via Project
Elephant.
* |ssues
o Many corridors remain unnotified,
weakening enforcement.
o Poor real-time coordination between
agencies.
o Weak enforcement of train speed limits.
o Ongoing habitat fragmentation.
» Stakeholders
o Conservationists: demand speed limits,
surveillance.
o Railways: operational limits, legal gaps.
o Local communities: safety and livelihood
risks.

Way Forward

e Legally notify all high-risk elephant corridors.

e Enforce strict speed limits and night
restrictions.

e Use Al sensors, thermal cameras, drones.

¢ Formalize joint SOPs between Railways and
Forest Departments.

* Mandate wildlife impact assessment at
planning stage.

e Strengthen community-based early warning
systems.



Speedy justice eludes consumers « Many commissions lack:
seekmg redress against sellers o Adequate courtrooms

Lomg traved, repeated acjourmmients, and mxoncing backlos are uming consumer courts ino a west of endurance for o SU ppO rting Staff
Nitigganits; vacancies in consumer commissions, limited courtrooms, and procedural urdles further exacerbate their plight . .
o Modern digital case management systems

I P o i g e ; 1
' gt wi pend, s b s e Members are often legally trained, but disputes
or mamy wionged ing hefore Srict, State  wtalf, modem Gciliies, or
acro and saional consumer  effective dgtal case s . .
S e T e e R, today involve:
R e i =Lm sk receied 173 lakh s judiciul posts, limined
Sl = o oo [ <ore o L3V G el Socsuts i © Insurance
o oty e b 50 [ 551571 W00 coice. The e Toe mating et b ; ;
e e e e o s Uy e e o o Medical negligence
re gt July this year, 78001 ALgast 1%, 2005, 18 poies of
e i oD yer i A - e Meber e vacat ' o E-commerce
e e St Aedres Gommico A .
o P s e Bt v 3 o o Technical products
Mnllhlhtwn'alﬂm a small district in Chbads I'w_\lm.mmum HDI!.SMMMNIJH‘ of  Member :!m:ﬁ . . . . .
o it o akes 5o & et o ke Shhs i By v i b deeie wibly A g, e o - This requires domain expertise, causing
chee bong rood 1o Delb. uring unit fve years ago.  the notlonal capial, with  theee months: where no  Prakash s, lies in the na- .
e L e e L e T repeated adjournments.
of & fine that putted b ingmachine and tock laan  =The st date wan Neven:  monthe wheresuch oami- Memben:  ane  begally
wemall paist fscteey in 2015, Fom 3 locad sk wo fund  ber 24 My cme did not  nation i neceearny: trained bt lack pebject
When the Bench s for  the purchase. The ma come up became the The bow abo explcitly  mutter expertise In special-
e T e B e e e i ohen ercestts f
o e T e s Procedural Causes of Delay
R nLSLT G e e e Frequent adjournments despite legal
mrver comes up. | dem’l  eesched the National Con:  natioenwitle. Sarwctural bottlenecks. by peocrmlural burdies - .
i T ety heblad bty o ot ks, avioats e iyt S of A e, i discouragement.
PR o o e o Pt s oy s S e Delay in service of notices to opposite parties
KEY HIGHLIGHTS ¢ Late filing of affidavits and evidence.

e Higher forums becoming overburdened due to
appeals from lower commissions.

Context of the News
e Consumer courts were created to provide

quick, affordable and simple justice to ordinary Static Linkages

consumers. e Access to justice as a core element of Rule of Law.
* However, recent casefsShgiWthat disputes are * Role of quasi-judicial bodies in reducing burden on
dragging on for years, sometimes even a regular courts.
decade. e Tribunalisation and judicial pendency in India.
e This defeats the very purpose of consumer e Consumer rights as part of inclusive economic
protection laws. growth.

e Parliamentary data from the Ministry of
Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution
confirms that pendency is increasing rather
than declining, even after legal reforms.

Critical Analysis
Why the Problem Matters
¢ Delays discourage consumers from seeking legal

remedies.
e Small traders and rural litigants suffer financial and
Key Facts and Data psychological stress.
e As of January 30, 2024, around 5.43 lakh e Businesses face uncertainty due to prolonged
consumer cases were pending across district, litigation.
State and national consumer commissions. * Public trustin institutions erodes.

Positive Aspects
e Consumer courts are still cheaper and more
accessible than regular courts.
e Legal timelines and mediation provisions already

* |n 2024, although many cases were disposed
of, new filings exceeded disposals, leading to a
net rise in pendency.

e The same trend continued in 2025, indicating a

exist.
structural problem, not a temporary backlog. e Digital platforms like e-Daakhil have expanded
e The Consumer Protection Act, 2019 clearly access.
mandates: Key Gaps
o Disposal within 3 months if no testing is e Poorimplementation of existing laws.
required. e |nadequate manpower and infrastructure.

o Disposal within 5 months if testing or * Weak accountability mechanisms.

expert analysis is needed.
e Despite this, these timelines are rarely
enforced in practice.

Way Forward
e Time-bound filling of vacancies at all levels.
e Mandatory hybrid / virtual hearings for routine dates.
e Strengthening e-Daakhil with intelligent case-listing

Administrative and Structural Issues tools.
* A major reason for delay is large-scale e Empanelment of technical and domain experts.
vacancies: e Strict enforcement of adjournment restrictions with
o Hundreds of posts of Presidents and cost penalties.

e Promote pre-litigation mediation to reduce caseload.
e Regular performance audits of consumer
commissions.

Members remain vacant at district and
State levels.




The bulldozed demolition of MGNREGA

h- hiszoric Mahaoma Gandhi National

defingely be eroded under the new L, The Modi

w:w-shmmdm.‘rm.mwx‘dmml

Guaramtes Act Evernment s attEmpting (0 suppress wage

(\IGVR'FMWQIMaWMH!‘M ,& ot anad that 100 8 & dime whsen the mm;m;«mmmma‘mwm

Seprernber 5, 2005, dusing the firs L proportion of empleymont in agricasoure has mnaabhawmua mew culnne of
tenure of Dr. Manmohan Singh as Prisme Minister. ~ risen for the first time since the
MGNREGA was a rights-based legishtion inspired mmnnmmmmm:m ll‘ll‘l:l.\-]!pmﬂemlc when the whole economy
Iy Artiche 41 of the Constieutian of India, which Somia Gamdhi MGKEEGA exempid State from mmmd
calls upon the Gevernisment loutumeiunms' [A— ot of e Brancial busders, since the o wid
right ta work. It was devel and given shape Comgress oot -sharing ratle was $0:10, borme by the Unkon ahknnmchllwmenndumwlnﬂihlr
through an extenshe process of public Patiamarnary Pamy government. This incentivised the State soctions of soclety dirnlhnlwlrulhm

consultations that lissed for almost 13 months. govermmenit 1o implement the: sthnn:mﬁ:nﬂl Pood Secusity Act, 2008 of COVID-i3, the

Ficah Houses of Parliament passed the Bill, both
entruslasticaly and umanimeousdy
dra Modi

consraines, Now, |hmm ﬂurmgmlols
60:40. Warse, amy

) mhmdﬂmmhMWIMKMm

olﬂymlumlmmrfwm

will have

nmnwdudwhdﬂanm'lm’s the Unon government's pm-ds!.:m'.ﬂ'ved ﬂla:buph:mmequmhmdpeop&
Mhimnkhua\gnhc\mu consikation, o allocation willl new have 1o be borme entirely Iy across rural India.

respect for partimentary procesies of e States. Effecthvely, by iranafesriog a significan

Centre-State relations. The removal of the postion of rhmmohmlmm In cross hairs

Mathatrna’s namse was only the tip of the loebeng. T itioe of the right to work mast not be

The wery structare of MENREGA, S0 inlegral 1o s
impact, has boen ansihilated. 15 must be recalled
thas & hashtnihcw‘!d'ahmﬂﬁhlmm
initiative and also been the

one

providding
work wnder e scheme, The finances of States,
abready under severe stress and strain, will be
ﬂllhﬂ'lk‘l.jﬂkd

&

mnmmhlhnhﬂapaﬂf}[‘hhcﬁmkh
an
s right based vishon For the country, The most

right tovote i um

mnmmmm A.I]l}ue natiare of the programme, Iliem:dlpvunruft unprecedented assult The Right to Informuation
effects ‘has endud the decentralised nanare of the Thas beer with logisl
mﬂ!ewmmdwrmd«y- scheme, I aocordance with the Tied wieakien the sy of Iformsation
Comstitutional t, MGNREGA prvided | Commtsstoners, and by whalesale exempiions

A demaolithon in stages

Rightt from iss conception, MGNREGA was

envisioned as moee than 3 mere schemse = as
y based 1 4

from rural families in distress. The Madi
government has simgly anmihibated the very idea
of a bogal paarantee in its ew baw, which is.
nothing bun 2 set of bureaucrasic

MGNREGA enacted the right icy work in all
rural Inctia. The Maodi s new Bill has
reestricted the arsbit of the scherse to raral afeas
as otifed by the Unlon a1 its dscretion,

‘Whereas easlier, the cenaral allocation was
mweant ko be uncapped. there i now a

wirks as well a8 be the principal mplementation

from the Act for ill-defined ‘persomal information’
lata. The Right 1o Education has been

a\nmurofmes(hm Thi:

‘a Natkonad Education Policy 2020,

visian of local b replaced by
a top-down PM GatiShalai Ni.l:lnn:.l Master Plan
(PMEGE-SMPY which will inevitably reflect the
Umonmmnm'smoﬂmr:m than koal
needs. Thisis s

it .lhtshudmo[moﬂunm

iy the Forest (Conservation) Rules (2022 which

The Modi ]
Framuulerst el tha uhumhamm ke
efmplayEenl guaral wmmms[mhf
MGNREGA) o 125 days, For all the reasans
outdined above, thas will cenainly not be the case.

iobsa froen any role in
permiting the diversion of farest lnd. The Right
10 Fair Compensation and Transparency i Land

A,
203 has been shgnificantly diluwed, The Natnad

pre-determined budgetary sllocation that caps The interstiors can be understood froen its 2000 bas been emasculited, Theough the three
the days of employment provided in State. cku!awummrdorlhrmm\m\:m Irlzck farm laws, the government aftempaed 10
The mumber of workdays are, therefore,  annihilation of 1t began ime Minister s the right £ 2 meini

ekt ta the Union Government’s pricrities rather this powerful nwkmgoflhxlwmmdwl‘nmoﬁbr!huw eice. The Natlonal Food Secusity Act, 2003, may
than the people’s needs. soclal security and proveeded apace through a “death by a very well be nexs on the block.

The all-year gaarantee of emplryment has intervention thousand cuts” srategy - mmmmmm MGNREGA nealised the Mahatena's vision of
been finkshed olf. Staie governnsents have been will have thie Le of disen Mpmbmdﬂhmﬂm&w
ke to identify 60 days daring peak agastursl g technology 2nd delayed payments o workers. 10 work, |
seaon where no work shall be undertiken. One codlective maral failure — one that will have
of the gresses impacts of MGNREGA was o IEEICUNOEK The impact of its loss financial and buman consegaences for crores of
increas the bargairing power of the lindless for crores af For the List 20 years, MGNREGA e Indl's working peoples for years w come. It
pocr i rurad india, whi people across meaa powesful sockal security infervention at the | imperatie, now more than ever, 1o unite a
agricultural wages. This hargaining power will rural India dispeesal of the government. It has secured better | safegsard the righes that protect us all.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
What is MGNREGA?

Rights-based employment guarantee law (not a
scheme).

Guarantees 100 days of wage employment per
rural household per year.

Employment is on demand, failing which
unemployment allowance is payable.
Implemented through Gram Panchayats.
Enforced through legal entitlement, not
administrative discretion.

Constitutional & Legal Basis

Article 41 - Right to work (DPSP).

Article 39(a) — Adequate means of livelihood.
Article 38 — Social and economic justice.

73rd Constitutional Amendment — Democratic
decentralisation.

Gram Sabha - Planning, monitoring, social
audit.

Key Features

Minimum 100 days employment (extendable
to 150 days in notified areas).

Work must be provided within 15 days of
demand.

Unskilled manual work only.

Women participation > 33% (actual
participation ~55-60%).

Wages linked to Minimum Wages Act.
Payment within 15 days -» delay compensation
mandatory.

No contractors or machines allowed.

Funding Pattern

Originally:
©o Centre: 90% wage cost
o States: 10% wage + unemployment
allowance
Current concern:
o Shift towards 60:40 burden » weakens
State capacity.
Uncapped funding principle » central to
demand-driven nature.

Institutional Architecture

Gram Sabha - Identifies works + social audit.
Gram Panchayat — Primary implementation
agency.

State Government - Monitoring + fund flow.
Union Government — Financing + guidelines.

Social Audit

Mandatory under the Act.
Conducted by Gram Sabha.
Ensures:
o Transparency
o Reduction in corruption
o Community ownership
Recognised globally as best practice in
accountability.

Economic & Social Impact

Increased rural wage floor.
Reduced distress migration.
Improved bargaining power of landless
labourers.
Asset creation:
o Water conservation
o Soil health
o Rural connectivity
Acted as counter-cyclical stabiliser during:
o Droughts
o COVID-19 pandemic

Importance During COVID-19

Along with National Food Security Act, key
safety net.

Peak demand reflected structural rural
distress.

Proof that scheme is need-based, not populist.

Current Issues / Concerns

Budget caps » defeat demand-driven principle.
Delayed wage payments - violation of legal
right.

Tech-based exclusions (Aadhaar, ABPS).
Centralisation undermines local planning.
Reduced State incentive due to fiscal burden.



Federalism Angle

Cost shifting - violates cooperative federalism.
States discouraged from generating
employment.

Contradicts spirit of Fiscal Devolution (Finance
Commission).

Governance & Ethics Angle

Dilution of rights-based laws - ethical concern.
Social justice vs fiscal consolidation debate.
Accountability weakened without strong
audits.

Moral obligation of State under DPSPs.

Way Forward (Ready-to-Write Points)

Restore uncapped demand-based funding.
Strengthen timely wage payments.
Re-empower Gram Sabha.

Improve transparency without digital
exclusion.

Treat MGNREGA as economic infrastructure,
not expenditure.




Unlocking the potential of India-Africa economic ties .

rime Minister Narendra Modi's visits o
P!hlm'hh:mdﬂlmru as part of a
rv-reation 10w ng Tricidad and
dm:ndund.lphsmlum
fmurddteqmlhp‘twmlndh:\ﬁx:
eetnoimis rekiiond — it 4 his reoest Vi in
Exhiogis (Decemmber 1617, 2025} did. The fecenl
dherace has witnsessed o fresh momentuns in
India's relathons with various African couniries. A
testament to this is the entry of the African Union
as a full time member of the G20 during India's
presiderscy terms i 2003, [adia and Africa share a
long histary of culiural affinity and political
solidarity, but thelr relationship has increasingly
beeen shapeed by economics in recent decades,

Uncertalnties in wesiern markets

In FY24, India’s expoets inibe United States and

the European Union constituted anmund 0% of

it vl exponts, Ghven the rising unpredicubility

of theese markets and the thaest of a potenaial

showdown, it is essential that India looks to other
African coomomies.

Islias ks Africa’s oeart s Rargest tradingg partnes,
wills bilaberal trade neaching neacly $I00 billion.
[n Y24, india expored goods wonb $20.17
billicn to African countries — the key destinations

phasmaceuticals, llﬁ-muﬂmmmmror
the major goods exported. In 2024, Africa’s
imports from [ndia were around &% of its total
imaports, To put this in perspective, in addition 1
beeirigg conee o thve Largpet Evessors, China i also
Africa’s largest trading partner, with bilaseral
trade exceeding 5200 billion. Around 21% of
imports o Africa in 2024 came froe China.
Imnerestingly around 3% of imports from China
fell nirscher the HSN 84 and &5 paoduct categartes,
demonstrating China’s indastrial prowess. These
categories comprise machinery, bollers,

product
electrical machinery, and semiconductor devices.

Recogrising the need o casch up, India has
already set 2 target of doubling its trade with

Amal Krishran

s Aspiviand Professar
st Chrint University,
Bengaun

)
S

Baivi Narayanan
i Fllerws, NIT) Ay

Imidia’s
ENgAZEment
with the
COnEneEnt misg
mowe towards
developing
long-term and
sl e
partnerships

Africa by 20300 Hereis a five-poing draegy that
iy enabe India fo fullil its tanget.

Tz first axratigse pillar il foos on
remirving trade barriers and engaging

negotiatiors for preferential trade agreements

mansalacturing. mrmlh.!mlip:nn“mluln
uiillising the incentives offered by multiple African
governments o enable firmes to sef up

il acturing units, For Indian enterprises,
saeiting up manidsciuring facilities acnos Africa
presents a siriegic duad advaniage, It enables
them 1o realntain prefereniial access io the ULS.
market through fvourable taniff regimes, while
simuaneously capialising on Africa’s growing
comsurer base and industrial demand. Moving
beyond petraleam and traditional cxports is
xitical in trarsitioning to 2 new phase of India’s
e wiith Alrican ecobamies. Deepening
wmmmmmw&mnu&m
s the African Congineneal Free Trade Are:
[-'\fCPTM-mnupmmruppmmmnrnr
Imdian expaorters.

An opportunity for MSMEs
The thind pillar must pri the scaling-up of
the Lines of Credit and impsove accessihility o
trade hinace, The Africin market offers a great
opporanity for the micno, small and mediom
enterprises (MSME) segmeni, umlike the
Buropean and American markets where MSMES
fineed it oliffocult togain a foothold. There isa
comsiderable Lok of policy strention in erabing
MSMES 8o galn seoess 1o the Africen markets,
Ersuring easy sovess to trade fnance is oritical
in achieving a sustainable trade relationship with
e continent. Oibser pseasuses may nchade
adopting trade in kocal currencies, and forming a
Joing nsurance pool to cover politcal and

wommercial ridks for mediunr-term projects
which may reduce the perochved risk for sonall
el i enperprises and hanks,
ﬂtfulmh:mycplﬂxﬂuddfmum
lowering frelght and bogistics oosts by i
port mademisation. hinterland consectivity ind
in dieveloping India Africa masitinee cormidors.
Thee final stravegic pélar involves the scaling up
il services, digital trade, and peopleto-poople
links. [t is essential that (ndia keverages its
st th in Information heeahth care,
pru&m:mm M:Mmm:w
Iboost services exports.and siiulate goods trade.
Services enable high-valee exports and facilitate
reatier Uwa-waay rade, Carrent policy measures
fall short in erabling services trade with African
wongandes, There meeds (o be 2 considerable
impmovensen in this regarnd,

A robe for the Indian public sector
Swengbening imvesmmaents by Indian frms in
African manufacharing, agro-

Role of regional trade blocs and
preferential trade agreements

Lines of Credit as instruments of
development finance

Maritime connectivity and port-led
development

Public sector role in strategic overseas
investments

infastructue, mmcmw"w‘ =sCritical Analysis

emerging techmologies may lend
i Bl pelations witls Afsican economes.
Darremmly, India’s Evestments in Africa ane
inflated by investments in Mauritius which are
aften done with an intent 1o evade taxes. Multiple
Factors, includng bareaverazic burdles, polivical
insrabilivy and firancing coms sct as harriers for
Inlian firms to ivest in Africa. Indian firms,
particularly the public sector units mus take the
bead i Ervesting in the African continent,
particularly in mining and mineral explosation,
Whiinmatety, India’s engagement with Africa

parmiershipa. As glohal chubns undergo
resmscnuring and the world shifts iwands 5
musktipolar economic arder, Africa will remain
«central to India’s aspirations of becoming a global
wonesanmic pawer. The time is ripe for bndia
recalibrace, innovaine, and deepen its economi:
footprien across the African continent.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

Recent visits of Prime Minister Narendra Modi
to Namibia and Ghana (July 2025) and earlier
to Ethiopia (December 2025) renewed focus on
India—Africa economic ties.

Momentum in relations over the last decade,
marked by African Union becoming a
permanent member of the G20 during India’s
2023 presidency.

India seeks diversification of export markets
amid uncertainty in Western economies.
Bilateral trade between India and African
countries has reached nearly USD 100 billion.
pasted

Key Points

India is Africa’s 4th-largest trading partner;
China remains the largest with trade exceeding
USD 200 billion.

India exported USD 38.17 billion worth of
goods to Africa in FY24; major partners include
Nigeria, South Africa, and Tanzania.

Major Indian exports: petroleum products,
pharmaceuticals, engineering goods, rice,
textiles.

Africa accounts for around 6% of its imports
from India, compared to 21% from China.

India has set a target to double trade with
Africa by 2030. pasted

Static Linkages

South-South Cooperation and development
partnerships

Trade diversification and export-led growth
strategy

Opportunities

Africa offers high-growth markets and
demographic dividends.

Scope for moving from commodity
trade to value-added manufacturing.
Engagement with African Continental
Free Trade Area can enhance market
access.

MSMEs gain easier entry compared to
Western markets.

Challenges

India lags behind China in scale,
manufacturing presence, and logistics
integration.

Limited utilisation of African investment
incentives by Indian firms.

High freight costs, weak trade finance
access, and political risks.

Indian investments concentrated via
Mauritius, limiting real-sector impact.

Stakeholder Perspective

African nations seek infrastructure,
skills, and industrial capacity.

Indian private sector faces financing
and risk-mitigation constraints.

Indian PSUs have strategic capacity but
limited overseas risk appetite.

Way Forward

Negotiate preferential and
comprehensive trade agreements with
African regional blocs.

Promote joint manufacturing ventures
and value-chain integration.

Expand Lines of Credit and improve
MSME access to trade finance.
Encourage local currency trade and
joint insurance risk pools.

Invest in ports, logistics, and India-
Africa maritime corridors.

Scale up services trade in IT, healthcare,
education, and skilling.

Enable Indian PSUs to lead investments
in mining, renewables, and
infrastructure.



Winter is behind

Aless acrimonious session is an

opportunity to build upon

he winter session of Parliament, which

had 15 sittings, witnessed significant and

controversial legislative business, along
with political grandstanding by the government
to mark the 150th anniversary of the national
song, Vande Mataram. Ten Bills were introduced
and eight were passed by both Houses. Notable
Bills that won parliamentary approval include
one repealing or amending dozens of outdated
laws; another allowing 100% FDI in the insurance
sector; one facilitating private sector investment
in nuclear power by reducing the liability of sup-
pliers, and, importantly, major changes to the ru-
ral employment guarantee scheme, a flagship
welfare programme started by the UPA govern-
ment in 2005, The titles of several Bills, which
were in Hindi, caused consternation among
Members of Parliament from non-Hindi regions.
They pointed to constitutional provisions that re-
quire legislation to be drafted in English, with
translations made available as required. The insu-
rance Bill is titled Sabka Bima Sabki Raksha,
while the rural employment guarantee Bill is
called Viksit Bharat - Guarantee for Rozgar and
Ajeevika Mission (Gramin), or VB-G RAM G,
which became an Act on December 21 with the
assent of the President. In the discussion on
Vande Mataram, Members spent over 11 hours in
the Lok Sabha, with 65 participants, and nearly
13 hours in the Rajya Sabha, with 81 participants.
Parliament could instead have passed a unani-
mous resolution commemorating the song rather
than using it as vet another occasion to question
the patriotic credentials of political opponents.

A heated debate on electoral reforms went on

for nearly 13 hours with 62 speakers in the Lok
Sabha and for nearly 11 hours with 57 speakers in
the Rajya Sabha. This too was a missed opportun-
ity for an open-minded discussion beyond party
lines to address the crisis of credibility in Indian
elections. The closed-minded approaches of the
BJP and the Congress towards questions of elec-
tion integrity are not helping India’s parliamen-
tary democracy. The Opposition sought a discus-
sion on air pollution in Delhi, a massive public
health crisis, but the government did not allow it.
Bills were rushed through, and the role of parlia-
mentary committees in shaping legislation re-
mains limited, though Question Hour and Zero
Hour were more productive. This winter session
was far less acrimonious than in the recent past,
a fact acknowledged by Congress President Malli-
karjun Kharge. As a result, Congress representa-
tives accepted the customary invitation for tea by
the Lok Sabha Speaker and the Rajya Sabha
Chairman at the end of the session. These meet-
ings also led to pleasant exchanges between the
government and the Opposition. This practice is
worth continuing and building upon.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

Winter Session held with 15 sittings.

10 Bills introduced; 8 passed by both Houses.
Focus on economic reforms, welfare
restructuring, and symbolic nationalism.
Session witnessed less disruption compared to
recent years.

Key Points

¢ Objections raised to Hindi-only Bill titles, citing

Major legislations passed:

o Repeal/amendment of obsolete colonial-
era laws.

o 100% FDI in insurance sector approved.

o Reduced supplier liability to enable private
nuclear investment.

o Restructuring of rural employment
guarantee scheme, replacing MGNREGA
framework.

New rural employment law enacted as Viksit
Bharat — Guarantee for Rozgar and Ajeevika
Mission (Gramin).

constitutional language provisions.

Vande Mataram debate consumed ~24 hours
across both Houses.

Electoral reforms debate lasted ~24 hours;
limited consensus emerged.

Opposition demand for debate on Delhi air
pollution not allowed.

Question Hour and Zero Hour functioned
relatively better.

Reduced acrimony led to restoration of
customary end-of-session interactions.

Static Linkages

Legislative process under Articles 107-111.
Language of legislation governed by Article
348.

Parliamentary committees as instruments of
legislative scrutiny.

Welfare obligations under DPSPs.
Deliberative democracy as a core
parliamentary principle.

Critical Analysis

Strengths
o Improved legislative output.
o Governance simplification through repeal
of outdated laws.
o Economic reforms aimed at investment
inflows.
o Reduced confrontation enabled minimal
dialogue.
Concerns
o Bills passed with limited scrutiny.
o Marginal role of standing committees.
o Symbolic debates overshadowed policy
priorities.
o Denial of debate on public health
emergency.
o Language choices raise federal sensitivities.
Democratic Implication
o Parliament risks becoming executive-driven
rather than deliberative.

Way Forward

Mandatory committee scrutiny for key Bills.
Ensure bilingual drafting of legislation.
Prioritise debates on citizen-centric issues.
Use resolutions, not prolonged debates, for
symbolic matters.

Strengthen opposition’s role in agenda-setting.
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Beyond the optics
India must push its vision for a shared

global order across regions

rime Minister Narendra Modi's three-na-
P tion tour to Jordan, Ethiopia and Oman,

last week, had some common and con-
necting threads. The visit was primarily an at-
tempt to draw closer bilateral ties with each
couniry in a world that is turning increasingly
transactional. Beyond that, however, all three
countries belong to the Global South thar India
seeks leadership of and each is an important de-
velopment partner in their respective regions.
Mr, Modi's talks with Oman's Sultan Haitham bin
Tarbg saw the signing of the Cooperation Eco-
nomic Partnership Agreement (CEPA). Oman-In-
dia trade has doubled to $10 billion in recent
years. CEPA is expected to smooth the path for
free trade agreement talks between India and the
Gulf Cooperation Council. In Jordan, Mr. Modi
met with King Abdullah 1T ibn Al Hussein, with
the two sides launching cooperation agreements
on renewable energy and water management.
Mr. Modi's visit to Addis Ababa saw the launch of
a strategic partnership. In the meet with Ethio-
pian Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed Ali, the talks
were on strengthening trade and knowledge and
technology exchanges. The discussions were also
key In terms of scheduling the much-delayed Afri-
ca-India summit, to be held in India. Ethiopia is
not just the headquarters of the African Unlon, it
is a new member of BRICS, and with India taking
over the Chairmanship in 2026, it will be an im-
portant partner in setting out development and
economic relations within both groupings.

In Amman, India and Jordan had less signifi-
cant bilateral agreements but the talks were un-
derstood to be important in terms of the West
Asian conflict and the Gaza Peace proposal. The
tensions between Israel and its Arab neighbours
have now imperilled the India-Middle East-Eu-
rope Economic Corridor which s meant to tra-
verse through Jordan. The Joint Statement in Am-
man had no mention of the corridor. Mr. Modi's
presence in Jordan and a reiteration of India’s tra-
ditional support for the Palestinian cause at a
time when External Affairs Minister 5. Jaishankar
was in Israel to meet Netanyahu government
leaders was possibly meant to reassure the Arab
leadership and those in the Global South strongly
opposed to lsrael’s actions, that India’s princi-
pled stand has not changed, The joint statement
with Oman underlined the need for a resolution
in Gaza including the establishment of a “sove-
reign and independent Palestinian state”. Howev-
er, unless that message is reiterated with India’s
Israeli interlocutors, especially Prime Minister
Netanyahu who is expected to visit India in the
new year, the import of visits such as the one by
Mr. Modi would fail to build on the optics of bon-
homie for a shared vision of the global order.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

* Narendra Modi undertook a three-nation tour
covering Jordan, Ethiopia, and Oman to
strengthen India’s engagement with the Global
South.

* The visits aimed at deepening bilateral
economic, developmental and strategic ties
amid a more transactional global order.

* Allthree countries are key regional partners
for India in West Asia and Africa.

e The tour took place against the backdrop of
West Asian instability (Gaza conflict) and
evolving Global South coalitions.

Key Points
¢ Oman

o Signing of the Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement (CEPA).

o Bilateral trade has doubled to ~$10 billion
in recent years (PIB data).

o CEPA seen as a stepping stone for India-
GCC FTA negotiations.

e Jordan
o Talks with King Abdullah Il ibn Al Hussein.
o Cooperation agreements on renewable energy
and water management.
o Strategic discussions on West Asian peace and
Gaza situation.
e FEthiopia
o Launch of a Strategic Partnership with Abiy
Ahmed Ali.
o Focus on trade, capacity building, technology
and knowledge exchange.
o Ethiopiais HQ of the African Union and a new
BRICS member.
o Discussions on holding the Africa-India Summit
in India.

Static Linkages

e South-South Cooperation and Non-Aligned
Movement legacy.

e |ndia’s historical support for the Palestinian cause.

e Energy security, trade diversification and diaspora
linkages in West Asia.

e Development partnerships and capacity-building
diplomacy in Africa.

e Multilateralism through groupings like BRICS and
regional blocs.

Critical Analysis
e Positives
o Reinforces India’s claim as a credible leader of
the Global South.
o CEPA with Oman enhances trade resilience and
supply chains.
o Ethiopia partnership aligns with India’s Africa
outreach and BRICS agenda.
e Concerns
o Silence on the India-Middle East-Europe
Economic Corridor reflects geopolitical fragility.
o Balancing ties with Israel and Arab states risks
strategic ambiguity.
o Diplomatic optics may outweigh concrete
deliverables if follow-up is weak.
e Stakeholder Perspectives
o Arab states seek reassurance on Palestine.
o African partners expect tangible development
outcomes.
o India seeks strategic autonomy without
alienating partners.

Way Forward

e |nstitutionalise outcomes through time-bound
implementation mechanisms.

e Reiterate India’s principled positions consistently
across all interlocutors.

e Use CEPA momentum to fast-track India-GCC FTA.

e Strengthen Africa engagement via capacity building,
digital public infrastructure and credit lines.

e Align Global South diplomacy with BRICS and G20
development agendas.



* ECONOMY

GDPis growing rapidly.

With existing capacities far from H H
exhausted, Indian companies have Static Llnkages
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productive capacity - long-term growth.

e Accelerator Theory: Firms invest only when
demand growth is sustained, not episodic.

e Capacity Utilisation: New investment occurs
only when existing capacity is near
saturation.
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creation to financial asset accumulation
reduces productive investment.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

India achieved ~8.2% real GDP growth, yet
private corporate investment has not revived
proportionately.

Private investment has remained around 12%
of GDP since 2011-12, indicating structural
stagnation.

The private sector’s share in Gross Fixed
Capital Formation (GFCF) fell to 34.4% in 2023-

e Public capex has prevented investment
collapse.

e Corporate deleveraging improved financial
stability.

* Infrastructure creation improves future
investment climate.

Structural Weaknesses

e Weak consumption and export demand
limits expansion incentives.

e Corporate tax cuts increased surplus
without increasing capex.

e High costs of land, logistics, and compliance

24, the lowest since 2011-12. pasted persist.
¢ Growth momentum is increasingly driven by e Informal sector shows minimal fixed asset
public capital expenditure, raising growth.

sustainability concerns.

Key Points

Long-term stagnation: Private corporate capex
stuck near 12% of GDP for over a decade.
GFCF trend: Overall investment rate improved
to ~33.7% of GDP (2024-25) but remains below
early-2010s peak.

Capacity utilisation:

o Manufacturing capacity utilisation crossed
75% only 10 times in 53 quarters since
2012-13.

o 75% is considered the investment-trigger
threshold.

Corporate response:

o Balance sheets strengthened, debt
reduced.

o Higher preference for financial investments
over physical assets.

Forward outlook:

o Official survey shows ~26% decline in
private investment intentions for 2025-26
(with survey limitations).

* Overdependence on public capex increases
fiscal pressure.
Core Issue

e Demand-Investment Trap:
o Firms wait for demand to rise.
o Demand growth depends on jobs and

private investment.

o Results in low-investment equilibrium.

Way Forward

* Boost employment-intensive growth to
create durable demand.

* Reduce state-level bottlenecks: land
acquisition, approvals, local compliance.

e Expand long-term credit access, especially
for MSMEs.

e Use public capex strategically to crowd-in
private investment via PPPs.

* Improve private investment data coverage,
including informal sector.

e Align trade, logistics, and industrial policies
to enhance competitiveness.



Inpush fordrug
data exclusivity,
pharma industry
sees a bitter pill

Anonna Dutt
New Delhl, December 21

THE INDIAM government appears tobe considering im-
plementing “data exclusivity” in the pharmaceutcal
drgs sector after rejecting demands for the provision
during trade deal negotiations with the UK and the Euro-
pean Free Trade Assoclation (EFTAL

The Lack of a data exclusivity provision |s what has given
India's pharmaceutical industey, which thrives on marketing
cheaper penerics, i edge in the global market.

Inpecent weelks, government afflcials heve held a Qurey of
meetings with pharmaceutical Industry stakeholdess to dis-
cussways inwhich data exclushvity may be lmplemented. The
government's potential change in approach appears to be
driven by the expectation that the provision could help bring
inadditional investment In the country

How data exclusivicy works

When acompany developsanew dng. itostsubmitclinleal
trial data dernonstrating safety and efficacy to regulators. The
regulator sy use this data o approve anather company's gen-
erlcversionon the basis of the much less resource-intensive bio-
equivalence snudies, whichdem onstrate thatthe generlc verslon
otk just aswell. Thegeneric marmufaciures can then start mar-
keting itsdmgs onthe date the orginal comparny s patent ends.

Here's where data exclusivity comes in. This provislon
grants innovater pharmasceutieal companles exclusive rights
awer the clinical trial data_ meandng a regulator can'tuse It to
approve subssguent generlc verslons during this perlod. So,
generlc drugoompanies have toelther walt until the exclusiv-
Ity explres o carry out expensive clinkcal trials themsebes.

Data exchusivity, which protectstrial data, works hand-ln-
hand with patents, which protect the nvention lkself, to pro-
tect the Interests of an Innoyvator comparny.

Govt meetings

GLO EDGE BUILT cal Lﬁmﬂrglmalahnlders
ONGENERICDRUGS ., .ri 15 meetings tnval-
& Govtafficials and pharms ving Union Commerc: Min-
ireduatry stakehalders have lemer Piyush Goyal and the De-
recently held meatings about partmient foF Promotlen of
Frcaws by irnpesent the data Inchusstry and Intesna] Trade.
exclusivity provision. Aninter-departrmental meet-
# While data exclusivity will pra-  1ng between the DFIT, phar-

tect the interests of Innavatar macertical department, and
comganies, eitica have rssed U‘Ehm;?“:e“ﬂf-:}”-;“l:w
questions aboutimpheationsfor - FEPOFedly o a5
generic drug manufacturers. data exclusivity provisions.

& India’s phar me industryis
built o chaap, generk: dougs

At the centre of the dis-
cussions were the ways in
which data exchisvity could

that are marksted globally. be implemented, according

tolndustty experts present at
some of the meetings. The
Commerce Mintstry dld not respond to a request for comment.
The Health Ministrysabd in s response- " There isnosuch pro-
posal te bring i data exclusivity from this minlstry'send.”

Pharma firms fear impact

“Iimplernented, data exclusivity proviskons candelaythe
entry of generlc verslons of new drugs beyond thelr patent ex-
piry — taking away the edge of the Indlan generics Industry
in the global market and delaying access te cheaper medi-
cines,” sald an expert aware of the discusslons,

Another Industry expert sald: "Almost 30%of Indlan phar-
maceutical companies manufacture generic dougs, they do
nat invest In developdng new ones”

“There s nolntemarional ebligation templement this. The
EFTA deal doessay there should be a discussbon on data exclu-
alvity after one year but t doesn't requine India to Implement
it sadd an expert whoworks onaccess toaffordable medicines.

Countres usually havea data exclusiviey perlod of sk oe ten
years. And patent protectlons are granted for 20 years, But a
cancern tethat off-patent dmgs can be protected by data eocls-
slvity. "In ascenario where the originator company starts mar-
keting ite product, say, in the seventh year of the patent, data
exchusivity |s fine because patent protection will last beyond
that. But Ifa company starts marketing the product inthe seven-
teenth year of patent, then data excluslviry ensures they are
abde to exchesbvely market the product for several years after the
patent expdry as well" the fistexpert quoted above sald.

‘Level playing field”

Beforethe serlesof mestings, the country's apec dong regu-
lator, Central Drwgs Standard Contral Organization, ssued a
notbee In October. 1vsald thar for approval of a new dg, ane
company conducts dgorous trkals while others submitthe re-
sults of bleequivalence trials and get approval. It called for
initiating discussions to “ensure a level playing fleld™

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

Government considering data exclusivity in
pharma after rejecting it in UK & EFTA FTAs.
Multiple meetings held by Commerce Ministry,
Department for Promotion of Industry and
Internal Trade, pharma and health ministries.
Central Drugs Standard Control Organization
flagged unequal regulatory treatment between
innovators and generics.

Objective: attract investment and innovation.

Key Points

Data exclusivity = exclusive right over clinical
trial data for a fixed period (6-10 years
globally).

Regulators cannot use originator data to
approve generics during this period.
Generics must wait or conduct costly trials.
Operates alongside 20-year patent protection.
India’s pharma strength lies in low-cost
generics.

~90% of Indian pharma firms manufacture
generics, not new drugs.

Static Linkages

TRIPS under World Trade Organization permits
but does not mandate data exclusivity.

Public health safeguards in Indian patent law.
Role of generics in affordable healthcare.

Critical Analysis
Pros

Encourages R&D and innovation.
Signals investor-friendly regulation.
Addresses innovator concerns.

Cons

Delays generic entry post-patent.

Raises drug prices; affects access.
Weakens India’s generics-led global role.
No international legal obligation.

Key Risk

Can extend monopoly beyond patent life if
drug is marketed late.

Way Forward
Preserve TRIPS flexibility and public health
primacy.
If adopted, keep limited and conditional
exclusivity.

Strengthen domestic drug innovation first.
Ensure transparency and parliamentary
oversight.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

DGCA proposed revised Flight Duty Time
Limitations (FDTL) in January 2024 to address
pilot fatigue and safety.

Implementation was repeatedly delayed,
relaxations allegedly favoured IndiGo.

On December 5, over 1,000 flights were
cancelled, stranding thousands of passengers.
Courts intervened, forcing phased FDTL
implementation from July 1 and November 1.
Concerns emerged over regulatory capture
and market concentration in Indian aviation.
pasted

Key Points

FDTL fixes maximum duty hours, rest periods,
and flight cycles for pilots.

IndiGo holds ~65% market share; Tata Group
airlines <30%.

Passenger traffic rose from 4 crore (2004) to
~40 crore (2025) with fewer airlines.

India needs ~30,000 pilots in 15 years.

DGCA granted repeated exemptions despite
pilot complaints. pasted

Static Linkages

Safety regulation as a core State responsibility.

Independent regulators and checks on
executive discretion.

Competition law tools against monopoly
abuse.

Consumer protection against service
deficiency.

Critical Analysis
Positives
¢ Phased rollout reduces sudden operational
shock.
* Recognises pilot shortage constraints.
Concerns
e Safety diluted due to delayed enforcement.
e Signs of regulatory capture.
e High concentration weakens competition and
resilience.
e Passenger interests inadequately protected.

Way Forward
e Enforce FDTL uniformly without exemptions.
e Convert DGCA into a statutory autonomous
regulator.

* Use Competition Act for penalties and slot
redistribution.

e Mandate passenger compensation
mechanisms.

* Expand pilot training capacity with oversight.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

* India to host Al Impact Summit 2026, signalling
leadership in global Al governance.

e Switzerland has endorsed India’s inclusive,
trust-based Al vision.

e Partnership reflects convergence between
India’s Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) model
and Switzerland’s science-led, consensus
governance.

* Focus on shaping Al norms beyond techno-
dominance narratives.

Key Points

¢ India views Al as a development enabler, not
merely a competitive tool.

e Switzerland brings strengths in Al research,
innovation ecosystems, and governance
credibility.

e Switzerland will co-chair “Inclusion for Social
Empowerment” working group at the summit.

e Emphasis on multilingual, culturally sensitive,
and inclusive Al systems.

e Global Al governance requires trust,
transparency, and multi-stakeholder
participation.

Static Linkages
e Digital public goods enable equitable access
and scalability.
e Stateroleinregulating technology for public
interest and ethics.
e Multilateralism for managing global commons
like Al.

Ethical governance based on accountability
and inclusiveness.

Critical Analysis
Pros

Positions India as a norm-setter in Al
governance.

Amplifies Global South voices in technology
rule-making.

Trust-based Al reduces risks of bias, misuse,
and exclusion.

Concerns

No binding global Al framework.

Divergent priorities of developed vs
developing countries.

Limited institutional capacity for ethical Al
enforcement.

Way Forward

Develop interoperable global Al standards.
Invest in Al capacity-building for developing
countries.

Institutionalise multi-stakeholder Al
governance.

Align Al regulation with India’s DPI experience.



Tearing hurry, no debate
weaken new job bill

EITHER PRIME Minister Narendra Modi nor the

Leaderofthe Oppositioninthe Lok Sabha, Rahul Gan-

dhi, were present — both were abroad — when the

VB-G RAMG Bill was passed last week in Parliament
by voice vote. The Modi government didn't deem it necessary to
send the Bill, which repeals and replaces the two-decade-old
MGNREGA, toa standing committee for detailed scrutiny and
for inviting public/expert opinions before its final passage. Why
itdid not, while referring twoother bills (onetoestablish an apex
regulatory body for highereducationand theothertoenact auni-
fied Securities Market Code) tothe concerned Hotise committees,
isinexplicable. Giventhatthe MGNREGA provides wage employ-
mentto nearly é crore rural households for an average of 50 days
ayear, any law seeking to scrap or overhaul it is surely worthy of
informed debate and deliberation. What was the tearing hurry
topushthrough the Bill?

The MGNREGA wasthe flagship programme of the previous
Congress-led UPA regime. But the Modi government can take
credit for streamlining itto ensure that the money spent reached
the intended beneficiaries, whether through seeding their Aad-
haar-linked bankaccounts with the NREGASoft MIS platformor
geo-tagging of the assetscreated, During the Covid vears of 2020-
21and 2021-22, the MGNREGA generated 389:09 crore and 36319
crore person-days of employment, with the total households
working, too, reaching a record 755 crore and 7.25 crore respect-
ively. Thescheme, thus, delivered most when it mattered —and
under the present government. Also, unlike, say, the farm laws,
thisisa programmethat haslentitselfto bipartisan support. Any
proposed legislation to reform or improve it would have en-
countered little political rift. By steamrolling the VB-G RAM G
Bill through both Houses, the Moedi government has repeated its
mistake vis-4-vis the farm bills — they were also not referred to
the parliamentary standing committee.

The BEill that has been passed has provisions that constiture
significant departures from the MGNREGA. The latter was de-
mand-driven and could be availed by any household whose
members sought to do manual work for up to 100 days a vear,
with the Centre footing the entire wage bill and three-fourths of
the material cost. But now, the Centre will determine the “nor-
mative allocation” of funds for each state, making it a supply-
from-above rather than a demand-from-below scheme. The
Centredeciding how mucheachstate getsalsoopensupthe possi-
bilityof playing favourites based on political calculations. Further,
the Centre will coveronly 60 percentof the scheme'scost, putting
an additional burden on already fiscally constrained states. All
these are serious issues that deserved more public consultation
and greater legislative oversight.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

e Parliament passed the VB-G RAM G Act,
repealing the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act (2005).

e The Bill was passed by voice vote without
referral to a Parliamentary Standing
Committee.

e |t alters the structure, funding pattern, and
federal nature of rural wage employment.

e Concerns arise due to the scheme’s vast
coverage—about 6 crore rural households
annually.

e During COVID-19 (2020-22), MGNREGA
provided record employment, highlighting its
counter-cyclical role.

Key Points

e Shifts from demand-driven employment to
Centre-determined normative allocation.

e Central share of funding reduced to 60%,
increasing states’ fiscal burden.

* Removes statutory assurance of 100 days of
employment per household.

e Introduces greater central control over inter-
state fund distribution.

e Earlier reforms included Aadhaar-linked DBT
and geo-tagging of assets.

Static Linkages

e Directive Principles: Right to work (Article 41).

* Fiscal federalism and Centre-State financial
relations.

e Parliamentary committee system for
legislative scrutiny.

e Welfare state and poverty alleviation
framework.

e Counter-cyclical public expenditure during
economic distress.

Critical Analysis
Advantages
* Predictable budgeting and expenditure
control.
e Builds on administrative efficiency reforms.
Concerns
* Weakens legal entitlement to employment.
* Risks political discretion in fund allocation.
e Higher burden on fiscally constrained states.
e Bypasses democratic scrutiny via Standing
Committees.
e Echoes procedural flaws seen in farm laws.

Way Forward

e Restore demand-driven statutory guarantee.

e Use transparent, formula-based fund
allocation.

e Revisit funding ratio using Finance Commission
principles.

* Make committee scrutiny mandatory for
welfare laws.

e Strengthen social audits and accountability
mechanisms.



Country No 1ondoping
listmustcleanup

OR THE third consecutive year, India has topped the
World Anti-Doping Agency's (WADA) global list of of-
fenders. With 260 positive casesin 2024, Indiaistheonly
nation to hit triple digits, surpassing countries with far
more rigorous testing regimes like China, Germany and France.
This is not just a statistical anomaly; it is a systemic failure that
threatens to impact India'sambitiousbid for the 2036 Olympics.

The root of the menace lies in a toxic mix — unscrupulous
coaches looking for quick success, athletes taking shorcuts and
lacunae in anti-doping education. In India, sports are often
viewed as a ladder toescape poverty. A national or international
medal can secure a coveted government job, often in the police
orarmed forces. This medal-at-all-costs mentality plays into the
hands of those supplying performance-enhancing substances.
Reportsof athletes fleeing the field of play at the Khelo India Uni-
versity Games earlier this month toavoid testing isadamningin-
dictment but increasingly a commonplace spectacle at junior and
state meets, It suggests that doping is not limited to the elite; it
has reached intothejuniorand collegiate levels, As the incidents
rise, the integrity of the nation's sporting foundation is being
called into question. This is disquieting, and more so given that
track and field, weightlifting and wrestling — India’s traditional
strongholds — account for the bulk of the doping cases,

Whille the National Anti-Doping Agency (NADA) argues that
higher numbers are a result of “intensified testing™, the maths
tells adifferent story. India’s positivity rate (3.6 per cent) is nearly
18 times that of China (0.2 per cent), which conducts three times
as many tests. The Intemational Olympic Committee (I0C) has
already flagged thisdisparity, telling Indian delegatestoget their
house inorderbefore pitching for the 2036 Games. Acountry that
cannot police itsown athletes will struggle to convinee the world
itcan hosta cleanglobal event, Testing alone isn'ta remedy. India
needs to proactively educate athletes about not just the sporting
implications, but alsothe health consequencesof doping. NADA
has increased its awareness programmes and the impact of the
twinsteps— rigorous testing and wider outreach — isvisible. The
preliminary data for 2025 has shown adroptoa L5 per cent posi-
tivity rate (110 offenders out of 7068 tests). It offers a glimmer of
hope. However, sustained efforts will be needed for thistobe a
genuine turning point rather than a temporary dip.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

* For the third consecutive year, India has
recorded the highest number of doping
violations globally.

* |n 2024, India reported 260 positive cases, the
only country in triple digits, despite many
nations conducting more tests.

* Theissue has drawn international scrutiny,
especially amid India’s bid to host the 2036
Olympic Games.

* Incidents of athletes evading dope tests at
junior and university-level events signal deep-
rooted systemic issues.

e [ndia’s traditional strength sports (athletics,
weightlifting, wrestling) account for a major
share of violations.

Key Points

* India’s positivity rate (2024): ~3.6%, far higher
than peers like China (~0.2%).

e High incentives: government jobs, promotions,
financial security linked to medals.

e Junior and collegiate athletes increasingly
involved - early normalisation of doping.

* National Anti-Doping Agency (NADA) attributes
high numbers partly to intensified testing.

Preliminary 2025 data shows improvement: ~1.5%
positivity rate (110 cases out of 7,068 tests).
International Olympic Committee has flagged
India’s record as a concern for Olympic hosting
credibility.

Static Linkages

Ethics in sports and fair play as part of human
values.

Role of the State in regulating public health and
youth welfare.

International conventions and compliance
obligations.

Institutional capacity and governance reforms.
Incentive structures and unintended policy
consequences.

Critical Analysis
Pros / Recent Positives

Increased testing reflects greater enforcement
capacity.

Awareness programmes by NADA beginning to
show results (2025 dip).

Alignment with global anti-doping norms
improving.

Concerns / Challenges

Medal-at-all-costs culture driven by socio-
economic insecurity.

Weak grassroots-level education on health and
ethical consequences.

Coach-athlete nexus and availability of banned
substances.

Disproportionately high positivity rate damages
global credibility.

Risks India’s prospects for hosting mega sporting
events.

Ethical & Constitutional Dimensions

Violation of fair competition and equality of
opportunity.

State’s duty to protect athlete health and
integrity of sport.

Trust deficit between institutions and athletes.

Way Forward

Mandatory anti-doping education from junior
levels onward.

Link sports funding and recognition to clean-sport
compliance.

Strengthen coach accreditation and
accountability.

Integrate sports ethics into Khelo India and
university curricula.

Use technology and intelligence-led testing
instead of random checks alone.

Long-term athlete welfare pathways beyond
medal-linked jobs.



