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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

India described the lynching of Dipu Chandra
Das, a Hindu youth, in Bangladesh as a
“horrendous act” and raised strong concerns
over the safety of minority communities.
The incident occurred in Mymensingh, amid
protests following the death of a student
leader, leading to mob violence.
India dismissed Bangladeshi media reports
alleging threats to Bangladesh’s diplomats in
India, terming them “misleading propaganda”.
Bangladesh’s interim government responded,
stating that arrests had been made and such
incidents occur across the region.
India temporarily shut down Indian Visa
Application Centres (IVACs) in Bangladesh
citing repeated “security incidents” and
attacks on Indian missions.

Key Points
Diplomatic Communication: India conveyed
concerns through official diplomatic channels;
both sides issued public statements.
Mission Security: India reiterated its obligation
to protect foreign missions under the Vienna
Convention on Diplomatic Relations, 1961.
Visa Services: IVAC closures in Dhaka,
Chittagong, Rajshahi, and Khulna highlight
operational challenges amid unrest.
Minority Safety: India emphasized protection
of minorities; Bangladesh rejected linking the
killing specifically to minority persecution.
Regional Sensitivity: The episode underscores
fragile people-to-people ties and the volatility
of domestic unrest spilling into foreign policy.

Static Linkages 
Principles of non-interference and sovereign
equality of states.
Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations
(1961) – protection of diplomatic missions and
personnel.
India’s Neighbourhood First Policy and
regional diplomacy in South Asia.
Consular relations and international
obligations of host states.
Role of internal law and order in shaping
foreign relations.

Critical Analysis
Positives

India followed rule-based diplomacy.
Emphasis on protection of minorities and
missions.

Concerns
Risk of bilateral strain.
Visa suspension affects people-to-people ties.
Media sensationalism escalates tensions.

Way Forward
Quiet diplomatic engagement over public
rhetoric.
Joint security coordination for missions.
Gradual resumption of visa services.
Counter misinformation through official
channels.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

An elephant calf (<1 week old) died at the
Centre for Wildlife Rehabilitation and
Conservation (CWRC) near Kaziranga National
Park and Tiger Reserve, 24 hours after being hit
by an express train.
The accident occurred on the Jamunamukh–
Kampur railway section in Hojai district, Assam.
The Sairang Rajdhani Express hit a herd
crossing the tracks, killing seven elephants.
CM Himanta Biswa Sarma ordered a probe and
called for stronger safety measures in wildlife
corridors.
Union Environment Minister Bhupender Yadav
sought a report and directed States to monitor
elephant movement near railway lines.

Key Points
Accident site is not a notified elephant
corridor.
Conservationists identify the stretch as a high-
risk migration zone.
The calf suffered fractured legs and internal
injuries (CWRC).
Northeast Frontier Railway cited lack of
corridor notification.
Centre directed Railway–Forest Department
coordination nationwide.

Static Linkages
Asian Elephant (Elephas maximus indicus) →
Schedule I, Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972.
India hosts ~60% of global Asian elephant
population (Project Elephant).
Wildlife corridors enable genetic flow and
seasonal migration.

Linear infrastructure is a major cause of
human–wildlife conflict (ISFR).
National Wildlife Action Plan (2017–2031)
stresses mitigation of infrastructure impacts.

Critical Analysis
Positives

High-level political and administrative
response.
Existing policy support via Project
Elephant.

Issues
Many corridors remain unnotified,
weakening enforcement.
Poor real-time coordination between
agencies.
Weak enforcement of train speed limits.
Ongoing habitat fragmentation.

Stakeholders
Conservationists: demand speed limits,
surveillance.
Railways: operational limits, legal gaps.
Local communities: safety and livelihood
risks.

Way Forward
Legally notify all high-risk elephant corridors.
Enforce strict speed limits and night
restrictions.
Use AI sensors, thermal cameras, drones.
Formalize joint SOPs between Railways and
Forest Departments.
Mandate wildlife impact assessment at
planning stage.
Strengthen community-based early warning
systems.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News 

Consumer courts were created to provide
quick, affordable and simple justice to ordinary
consumers.
However, recent cases show that disputes are
dragging on for years, sometimes even a
decade.
This defeats the very purpose of consumer
protection laws.
Parliamentary data from the Ministry of
Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution
confirms that pendency is increasing rather
than declining, even after legal reforms.

Key Facts and Data
As of January 30, 2024, around 5.43 lakh
consumer cases were pending across district,
State and national consumer commissions.
In 2024, although many cases were disposed
of, new filings exceeded disposals, leading to a
net rise in pendency.
The same trend continued in 2025, indicating a
structural problem, not a temporary backlog.
The Consumer Protection Act, 2019 clearly
mandates:

Disposal within 3 months if no testing is
required.
Disposal within 5 months if testing or
expert analysis is needed.

Despite this, these timelines are rarely
enforced in practice.

Administrative and Structural Issues
A major reason for delay is large-scale
vacancies:

Hundreds of posts of Presidents and
Members remain vacant at district and
State levels.

Many commissions lack:
Adequate courtrooms
Supporting staff
Modern digital case management systems

Members are often legally trained, but disputes
today involve:

Insurance
Medical negligence
E-commerce
Technical products
 → This requires domain expertise, causing
repeated adjournments.

Procedural Causes of Delay
Frequent adjournments despite legal
discouragement.
Delay in service of notices to opposite parties.
Late filing of affidavits and evidence.
Higher forums becoming overburdened due to
appeals from lower commissions.

Static Linkages 
Access to justice as a core element of Rule of Law.
Role of quasi-judicial bodies in reducing burden on
regular courts.
Tribunalisation and judicial pendency in India.
Consumer rights as part of inclusive economic
growth.

Critical Analysis
Why the Problem Matters

Delays discourage consumers from seeking legal
remedies.
Small traders and rural litigants suffer financial and
psychological stress.
Businesses face uncertainty due to prolonged
litigation.
Public trust in institutions erodes.

Positive Aspects
Consumer courts are still cheaper and more
accessible than regular courts.
Legal timelines and mediation provisions already
exist.
Digital platforms like e-Daakhil have expanded
access.

Key Gaps
Poor implementation of existing laws.
Inadequate manpower and infrastructure.
Weak accountability mechanisms.

Way Forward
Time-bound filling of vacancies at all levels.
Mandatory hybrid / virtual hearings for routine dates.
Strengthening e-Daakhil with intelligent case-listing
tools.
Empanelment of technical and domain experts.
Strict enforcement of adjournment restrictions with
cost penalties.
Promote pre-litigation mediation to reduce caseload.
Regular performance audits of consumer
commissions.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
What is MGNREGA?

Rights-based employment guarantee law (not a
scheme).
Guarantees 100 days of wage employment per
rural household per year.
Employment is on demand, failing which
unemployment allowance is payable.
Implemented through Gram Panchayats.
Enforced through legal entitlement, not
administrative discretion.

Constitutional & Legal Basis 
Article 41 – Right to work (DPSP).
Article 39(a) – Adequate means of livelihood.
Article 38 – Social and economic justice.
73rd Constitutional Amendment – Democratic
decentralisation.
Gram Sabha → Planning, monitoring, social
audit.

Key Features
Minimum 100 days employment (extendable
to 150 days in notified areas).
Work must be provided within 15 days of
demand.
Unskilled manual work only.
Women participation ≥ 33% (actual
participation ~55–60%).
Wages linked to Minimum Wages Act.
Payment within 15 days → delay compensation
mandatory.
No contractors or machines allowed.

Funding Pattern
Originally:

Centre: 90% wage cost
States: 10% wage + unemployment
allowance

Current concern:
Shift towards 60:40 burden → weakens
State capacity.

Uncapped funding principle → central to
demand-driven nature.

Institutional Architecture
Gram Sabha – Identifies works + social audit.
Gram Panchayat – Primary implementation
agency.
State Government – Monitoring + fund flow.
Union Government – Financing + guidelines.

Social Audit
Mandatory under the Act.
Conducted by Gram Sabha.
Ensures:

Transparency
Reduction in corruption
Community ownership

Recognised globally as best practice in
accountability.

Economic & Social Impact
Increased rural wage floor.
Reduced distress migration.
Improved bargaining power of landless
labourers.
Asset creation:

Water conservation
Soil health
Rural connectivity

Acted as counter-cyclical stabiliser during:
Droughts
COVID-19 pandemic

Importance During COVID-19
Along with National Food Security Act, key
safety net.
Peak demand reflected structural rural
distress.
Proof that scheme is need-based, not populist.

Current Issues / Concerns
Budget caps → defeat demand-driven principle.
Delayed wage payments → violation of legal
right.
Tech-based exclusions (Aadhaar, ABPS).
Centralisation undermines local planning.
Reduced State incentive due to fiscal burden.
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Federalism Angle
Cost shifting → violates cooperative federalism.
States discouraged from generating
employment.
Contradicts spirit of Fiscal Devolution (Finance
Commission).

Governance & Ethics Angle
Dilution of rights-based laws → ethical concern.
Social justice vs fiscal consolidation debate.
Accountability weakened without strong
audits.
Moral obligation of State under DPSPs.

 Way Forward (Ready-to-Write Points)
Restore uncapped demand-based funding.
Strengthen timely wage payments.
Re-empower Gram Sabha.
Improve transparency without digital
exclusion.
Treat MGNREGA as economic infrastructure,
not expenditure.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Recent visits of Prime Minister Narendra Modi
to Namibia and Ghana (July 2025) and earlier
to Ethiopia (December 2025) renewed focus on
India–Africa economic ties.
Momentum in relations over the last decade,
marked by African Union becoming a
permanent member of the G20 during India’s
2023 presidency.
India seeks diversification of export markets
amid uncertainty in Western economies.
Bilateral trade between India and African
countries has reached nearly USD 100 billion.
pasted

Key Points
India is Africa’s 4th-largest trading partner;
China remains the largest with trade exceeding
USD 200 billion.
India exported USD 38.17 billion worth of
goods to Africa in FY24; major partners include
Nigeria, South Africa, and Tanzania.
Major Indian exports: petroleum products,
pharmaceuticals, engineering goods, rice,
textiles.
Africa accounts for around 6% of its imports
from India, compared to 21% from China.
India has set a target to double trade with
Africa by 2030. pasted

Static Linkages 
South–South Cooperation and development
partnerships
Trade diversification and export-led growth
strategy

Role of regional trade blocs and
preferential trade agreements
Lines of Credit as instruments of
development finance
Maritime connectivity and port-led
development
Public sector role in strategic overseas
investments

Critical Analysis
Opportunities

Africa offers high-growth markets and
demographic dividends.
Scope for moving from commodity
trade to value-added manufacturing.
Engagement with African Continental
Free Trade Area can enhance market
access.
MSMEs gain easier entry compared to
Western markets.

Challenges
India lags behind China in scale,
manufacturing presence, and logistics
integration.
Limited utilisation of African investment
incentives by Indian firms.
High freight costs, weak trade finance
access, and political risks.
Indian investments concentrated via
Mauritius, limiting real-sector impact.

Stakeholder Perspective
African nations seek infrastructure,
skills, and industrial capacity.
Indian private sector faces financing
and risk-mitigation constraints.
Indian PSUs have strategic capacity but
limited overseas risk appetite.

Way Forward
Negotiate preferential and
comprehensive trade agreements with
African regional blocs.
Promote joint manufacturing ventures
and value-chain integration.
Expand Lines of Credit and improve
MSME access to trade finance.
Encourage local currency trade and
joint insurance risk pools.
Invest in ports, logistics, and India–
Africa maritime corridors.
Scale up services trade in IT, healthcare,
education, and skilling.
Enable Indian PSUs to lead investments
in mining, renewables, and
infrastructure.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Winter Session held with 15 sittings.
10 Bills introduced; 8 passed by both Houses.
Focus on economic reforms, welfare
restructuring, and symbolic nationalism.
Session witnessed less disruption compared to
recent years.

Key Points
Major legislations passed:

Repeal/amendment of obsolete colonial-
era laws.
100% FDI in insurance sector approved.
Reduced supplier liability to enable private
nuclear investment.
Restructuring of rural employment
guarantee scheme, replacing MGNREGA
framework.

New rural employment law enacted as Viksit
Bharat – Guarantee for Rozgar and Ajeevika
Mission (Gramin).
Objections raised to Hindi-only Bill titles, citing
constitutional language provisions.

Vande Mataram debate consumed ~24 hours
across both Houses.
Electoral reforms debate lasted ~24 hours;
limited consensus emerged.
Opposition demand for debate on Delhi air
pollution not allowed.
Question Hour and Zero Hour functioned
relatively better.
Reduced acrimony led to restoration of
customary end-of-session interactions.

Static Linkages
Legislative process under Articles 107–111.
Language of legislation governed by Article
348.
Parliamentary committees as instruments of
legislative scrutiny.
Welfare obligations under DPSPs.
Deliberative democracy as a core
parliamentary principle.

Critical Analysis
Strengths

Improved legislative output.
Governance simplification through repeal
of outdated laws.
Economic reforms aimed at investment
inflows.
Reduced confrontation enabled minimal
dialogue.

Concerns
Bills passed with limited scrutiny.
Marginal role of standing committees.
Symbolic debates overshadowed policy
priorities.
Denial of debate on public health
emergency.
Language choices raise federal sensitivities.

Democratic Implication
Parliament risks becoming executive-driven
rather than deliberative.

Way Forward
Mandatory committee scrutiny for key Bills.
Ensure bilingual drafting of legislation.
Prioritise debates on citizen-centric issues.
Use resolutions, not prolonged debates, for
symbolic matters.
Strengthen opposition’s role in agenda-setting.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Narendra Modi undertook a three-nation tour
covering Jordan, Ethiopia, and Oman to
strengthen India’s engagement with the Global
South.
The visits aimed at deepening bilateral
economic, developmental and strategic ties
amid a more transactional global order.
All three countries are key regional partners
for India in West Asia and Africa.
The tour took place against the backdrop of
West Asian instability (Gaza conflict) and
evolving Global South coalitions.

Key Points
Oman

Signing of the Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement (CEPA).
Bilateral trade has doubled to ~$10 billion
in recent years (PIB data).
CEPA seen as a stepping stone for India–
GCC FTA negotiations.

Jordan
Talks with King Abdullah II ibn Al Hussein.
Cooperation agreements on renewable energy
and water management.
Strategic discussions on West Asian peace and
Gaza situation.

Ethiopia
Launch of a Strategic Partnership with Abiy
Ahmed Ali.
Focus on trade, capacity building, technology
and knowledge exchange.
Ethiopia is HQ of the African Union and a new
BRICS member.
Discussions on holding the Africa–India Summit
in India.

Static Linkages 
South–South Cooperation and Non-Aligned
Movement legacy.
India’s historical support for the Palestinian cause.
Energy security, trade diversification and diaspora
linkages in West Asia.
Development partnerships and capacity-building
diplomacy in Africa.
Multilateralism through groupings like BRICS and
regional blocs.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Reinforces India’s claim as a credible leader of
the Global South.
CEPA with Oman enhances trade resilience and
supply chains.
Ethiopia partnership aligns with India’s Africa
outreach and BRICS agenda.

Concerns
Silence on the India–Middle East–Europe
Economic Corridor reflects geopolitical fragility.
Balancing ties with Israel and Arab states risks
strategic ambiguity.
Diplomatic optics may outweigh concrete
deliverables if follow-up is weak.

Stakeholder Perspectives
Arab states seek reassurance on Palestine.
African partners expect tangible development
outcomes.
India seeks strategic autonomy without
alienating partners.

Way Forward
Institutionalise outcomes through time-bound
implementation mechanisms.
Reiterate India’s principled positions consistently
across all interlocutors.
Use CEPA momentum to fast-track India–GCC FTA.
Strengthen Africa engagement via capacity building,
digital public infrastructure and credit lines.
Align Global South diplomacy with BRICS and G20
development agendas.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

India achieved ~8.2% real GDP growth, yet
private corporate investment has not revived
proportionately.
Private investment has remained around 12%
of GDP since 2011–12, indicating structural
stagnation.
The private sector’s share in Gross Fixed
Capital Formation (GFCF) fell to 34.4% in 2023–
24, the lowest since 2011–12. pasted
Growth momentum is increasingly driven by
public capital expenditure, raising
sustainability concerns.

Key Points
Long-term stagnation: Private corporate capex
stuck near 12% of GDP for over a decade. 
GFCF trend: Overall investment rate improved
to ~33.7% of GDP (2024–25) but remains below
early-2010s peak.
Capacity utilisation:

Manufacturing capacity utilisation crossed
75% only 10 times in 53 quarters since
2012–13.
75% is considered the investment-trigger
threshold. 

Corporate response:
Balance sheets strengthened, debt
reduced.
Higher preference for financial investments
over physical assets.

Forward outlook:
Official survey shows ~26% decline in
private investment intentions for 2025–26
(with survey limitations).

Static Linkages 
Capital Formation: Investment increases
productive capacity → long-term growth.
Accelerator Theory: Firms invest only when
demand growth is sustained, not episodic.
Capacity Utilisation: New investment occurs
only when existing capacity is near
saturation.
Crowding-in Effect: Public investment can
stimulate private investment through
demand and infrastructure.
Financialisation: Shift from real asset
creation to financial asset accumulation
reduces productive investment.

Critical Analysis
Positive Dimensions

Public capex has prevented investment
collapse.
Corporate deleveraging improved financial
stability.
Infrastructure creation improves future
investment climate.

Structural Weaknesses
Weak consumption and export demand
limits expansion incentives.
Corporate tax cuts increased surplus
without increasing capex.
High costs of land, logistics, and compliance
persist.
Informal sector shows minimal fixed asset
growth.
Overdependence on public capex increases
fiscal pressure.

Core Issue
Demand–Investment Trap:

Firms wait for demand to rise.
Demand growth depends on jobs and
private investment.
Results in low-investment equilibrium.

Way Forward 
Boost employment-intensive growth to
create durable demand.
Reduce state-level bottlenecks: land
acquisition, approvals, local compliance.
Expand long-term credit access, especially
for MSMEs.
Use public capex strategically to crowd-in
private investment via PPPs.
Improve private investment data coverage,
including informal sector.
Align trade, logistics, and industrial policies
to enhance competitiveness.
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Context of the News
Government considering data exclusivity in
pharma after rejecting it in UK & EFTA FTAs.
Multiple meetings held by Commerce Ministry,
Department for Promotion of Industry and
Internal Trade, pharma and health ministries.
Central Drugs Standard Control Organization
flagged unequal regulatory treatment between
innovators and generics.
Objective: attract investment and innovation.

Key Points
Data exclusivity = exclusive right over clinical
trial data for a fixed period (6–10 years
globally).
Regulators cannot use originator data to
approve generics during this period.
Generics must wait or conduct costly trials.
Operates alongside 20-year patent protection.
India’s pharma strength lies in low-cost
generics.
~90% of Indian pharma firms manufacture
generics, not new drugs.

Static Linkages 
TRIPS under World Trade Organization permits
but does not mandate data exclusivity.
Public health safeguards in Indian patent law.
Role of generics in affordable healthcare.

Critical Analysis
Pros

Encourages R&D and innovation.
Signals investor-friendly regulation.
Addresses innovator concerns.

Cons
Delays generic entry post-patent.
Raises drug prices; affects access.
Weakens India’s generics-led global role.
No international legal obligation.

Key Risk
Can extend monopoly beyond patent life if
drug is marketed late.

Way Forward
Preserve TRIPS flexibility and public health
primacy.
If adopted, keep limited and conditional
exclusivity.
Strengthen domestic drug innovation first.
Ensure transparency and parliamentary
oversight.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

DGCA proposed revised Flight Duty Time
Limitations (FDTL) in January 2024 to address
pilot fatigue and safety.
Implementation was repeatedly delayed;
relaxations allegedly favoured IndiGo.
On December 5, over 1,000 flights were
cancelled, stranding thousands of passengers.
Courts intervened, forcing phased FDTL
implementation from July 1 and November 1.
Concerns emerged over regulatory capture
and market concentration in Indian aviation.
pasted

Key Points
FDTL fixes maximum duty hours, rest periods,
and flight cycles for pilots.
IndiGo holds ~65% market share; Tata Group
airlines <30%.
Passenger traffic rose from 4 crore (2004) to
~40 crore (2025) with fewer airlines.
India needs ~30,000 pilots in 15 years.
DGCA granted repeated exemptions despite
pilot complaints. pasted

Static Linkages
Safety regulation as a core State responsibility.
Independent regulators and checks on
executive discretion.
Competition law tools against monopoly
abuse.
Consumer protection against service
deficiency.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Phased rollout reduces sudden operational
shock.
Recognises pilot shortage constraints.

Concerns
Safety diluted due to delayed enforcement.
Signs of regulatory capture.
High concentration weakens competition and
resilience.
Passenger interests inadequately protected.

Way Forward
Enforce FDTL uniformly without exemptions.
Convert DGCA into a statutory autonomous
regulator.
Use Competition Act for penalties and slot
redistribution.
Mandate passenger compensation
mechanisms.
Expand pilot training capacity with oversight.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

India to host AI Impact Summit 2026, signalling
leadership in global AI governance.
Switzerland has endorsed India’s inclusive,
trust-based AI vision.
Partnership reflects convergence between
India’s Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) model
and Switzerland’s science-led, consensus
governance.
Focus on shaping AI norms beyond techno-
dominance narratives.

Key Points
India views AI as a development enabler, not
merely a competitive tool.
Switzerland brings strengths in AI research,
innovation ecosystems, and governance
credibility.
Switzerland will co-chair “Inclusion for Social
Empowerment” working group at the summit.
Emphasis on multilingual, culturally sensitive,
and inclusive AI systems.
Global AI governance requires trust,
transparency, and multi-stakeholder
participation.

Static Linkages 
Digital public goods enable equitable access
and scalability.
State role in regulating technology for public
interest and ethics.
Multilateralism for managing global commons
like AI.

Ethical governance based on accountability
and inclusiveness.

Critical Analysis
Pros

Positions India as a norm-setter in AI
governance.
Amplifies Global South voices in technology
rule-making.
Trust-based AI reduces risks of bias, misuse,
and exclusion.

Concerns
No binding global AI framework.
Divergent priorities of developed vs
developing countries.
Limited institutional capacity for ethical AI
enforcement.

Way Forward
Develop interoperable global AI standards.
Invest in AI capacity-building for developing
countries.
Institutionalise multi-stakeholder AI
governance.
Align AI regulation with India’s DPI experience.

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY



KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Parliament passed the VB-G RAM G Act,
repealing the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act (2005).
The Bill was passed by voice vote without
referral to a Parliamentary Standing
Committee.
It alters the structure, funding pattern, and
federal nature of rural wage employment.
Concerns arise due to the scheme’s vast
coverage—about 6 crore rural households
annually.
During COVID-19 (2020–22), MGNREGA
provided record employment, highlighting its
counter-cyclical role.

Key Points
Shifts from demand-driven employment to
Centre-determined normative allocation.
Central share of funding reduced to 60%,
increasing states’ fiscal burden.
Removes statutory assurance of 100 days of
employment per household.
Introduces greater central control over inter-
state fund distribution.
Earlier reforms included Aadhaar-linked DBT
and geo-tagging of assets.

Static Linkages 
Directive Principles: Right to work (Article 41).
Fiscal federalism and Centre–State financial
relations.
Parliamentary committee system for
legislative scrutiny.
Welfare state and poverty alleviation
framework.
Counter-cyclical public expenditure during
economic distress.

Critical Analysis
Advantages

Predictable budgeting and expenditure
control.
Builds on administrative efficiency reforms.

Concerns
Weakens legal entitlement to employment.
Risks political discretion in fund allocation.
Higher burden on fiscally constrained states.
Bypasses democratic scrutiny via Standing
Committees.
Echoes procedural flaws seen in farm laws.

Way Forward
Restore demand-driven statutory guarantee.
Use transparent, formula-based fund
allocation.
Revisit funding ratio using Finance Commission
principles.
Make committee scrutiny mandatory for
welfare laws.
Strengthen social audits and accountability
mechanisms.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

For the third consecutive year, India has
recorded the highest number of doping
violations globally.
In 2024, India reported 260 positive cases, the
only country in triple digits, despite many
nations conducting more tests.
The issue has drawn international scrutiny,
especially amid India’s bid to host the 2036
Olympic Games.
Incidents of athletes evading dope tests at
junior and university-level events signal deep-
rooted systemic issues.
India’s traditional strength sports (athletics,
weightlifting, wrestling) account for a major
share of violations.

Key Points
India’s positivity rate (2024): ~3.6%, far higher
than peers like China (~0.2%).
High incentives: government jobs, promotions,
financial security linked to medals.
Junior and collegiate athletes increasingly
involved → early normalisation of doping.
National Anti-Doping Agency (NADA) attributes
high numbers partly to intensified testing.

Preliminary 2025 data shows improvement: ~1.5%
positivity rate (110 cases out of 7,068 tests).
International Olympic Committee has flagged
India’s record as a concern for Olympic hosting
credibility.

Static Linkages 
Ethics in sports and fair play as part of human
values.
Role of the State in regulating public health and
youth welfare.
International conventions and compliance
obligations.
Institutional capacity and governance reforms.
Incentive structures and unintended policy
consequences.

Critical Analysis
Pros / Recent Positives

Increased testing reflects greater enforcement
capacity.
Awareness programmes by NADA beginning to
show results (2025 dip).
Alignment with global anti-doping norms
improving.

Concerns / Challenges
Medal-at-all-costs culture driven by socio-
economic insecurity.
Weak grassroots-level education on health and
ethical consequences.
Coach–athlete nexus and availability of banned
substances.
Disproportionately high positivity rate damages
global credibility.
Risks India’s prospects for hosting mega sporting
events.

Ethical & Constitutional Dimensions
Violation of fair competition and equality of
opportunity.
State’s duty to protect athlete health and
integrity of sport.
Trust deficit between institutions and athletes.

Way Forward
Mandatory anti-doping education from junior
levels onward.
Link sports funding and recognition to clean-sport
compliance.
Strengthen coach accreditation and
accountability.
Integrate sports ethics into Khelo India and
university curricula.
Use technology and intelligence-led testing
instead of random checks alone.
Long-term athlete welfare pathways beyond
medal-linked jobs.
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