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Riots rock Bangladesh as
leader of uprising dies; 2
newspaper offices torched

DHAKA

Violent protests swept Ban-
gladesh on Thursday night

and Friday following the | "0

death of Sharif Osman Ha-
di. a key figure of last year's
uprising againg the Sheikh
Hagina government and a
leader of the Inguilab Man-
cha.

Fiadi, 32, was shot at on
December 12 while he was
campaigning for the up-
coming February elections
and died of injuries on
Thursday night at a hospi-
tal in Singapore.

‘Agents of India®
Protesters stormed the of-
fees of the country’s two
leading newspapers -
Prothom Ale and The Dally
Star = and set fire to the
buildings, trapping jour-
nalists and other stalf in-
side. Accusing both new-
spapers of being “agemts of
India®, the cromed wemt ona
rampage.

He was a spokesperson
of Ingilal Mancha and a
prospective candidate for
the Dhala-8 sear.

From the capital’s Shah-
bagh inersection W un-
Iversity campuses and ma-
jor  cithes,  students,
political  activists, and
members of the public or-
ganksed marches, block-
ades and demonstrations,
and demanded justios for
Hadl. Leaders and aotbsts
of the Mational Citizen Par-
ty (NCF), the Bangladesh
lskami Chhatra Shibir (the
student wing of Bangla-
desh Jamaat-e-Islami), and
the Dhalka University Cen-
trad Students” Undon (DUC-
SU) participated in the
protests at Shahbagh and
surrounding areas.,

Protesters  ralsed slo-
gans hailing Hadi and prog-
ested againdt what they
called “Indlan interference”

Fading furys Bangladesh troops at the Prothom Al daity's office,

which waid 562 oo fir i Dokl on Frichay, 8

in Bangladeshs affairs.
NOP beaders Al Mahmad,
Mahfuj Alam, comvener Na-
hid tslam, and Nasineddin
Pavwari were present dur-
ing the protests.
Following the protests,
hundreds of demonstra-
tors reached the office of
Prothom Alo, one of the
largest dallies in Bangla-
desh, 3t Karwan Bazar
around  1L.30 pom. on
Thursday and surrounded
the bullding. Dozens
climbed  the four-story
structure, vamdalised the
floors, dragged oun docu-
ments and furnitre, and
set them on fire. By Friday
morning, the building had
been completely charmed.
Around IL15 a.m., prot-

esters stormed the office of  those

The Daily Star near Farm-
gate, Some loped CPUs,
monitors, and fummiture,
Mare than a dosen journal-
istx and employess were
inidally trapped on the
roaftop, with several oth-
ers stranded on differem
floors. Firefighters brought
the blaze under control at
200 am., and a fre sér
vice crane was deployed 1o
rescue those wapped. By
230 am, all employees had
been evacuated safely.
Following the attacks,
operations at Protham Alo
andl The Daily Star were
suspended and both new-

Spapers were not pu-
blished on Friday. Their
online activities were alio

ed.

The inmterim  govern-
ment bed by Nobel lasreate
Muhammad Yunus con-
demned the atacks and
wrged citizens to reskst
from what it described as
moh acthons canried our by
A handfol of Fringe
elements.

Gowt, pledge firm action
“We are deeply sorry for
the terror and viclence you
have endured,” the govern-
ment sald in a statement,
adding that attacks on jour-
malists are an assault on
truth.  The government
pledged to bring o justice

responsible for the
violence.

M. Yunus spoke 1o the
editors of both newspapers
ower the phoneand offered
suppom. “This unexpected
and disgraceful attack on
your institutions and jour-
malists has deeply pained
me. In this dificult ime,
the government stands
firmly by your side” he
told them. The staement
also condemned the lmch:
ing of a Hindu man in My-
mensingh, calling it a hei-
nous erime and asserting
that there is “no space for
such vidlence in the new

Bangladesh.”

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context & Background

e Sharif Osman Hadi (32), a prominent leader of
Inquilab Mancha and a key figure in the 2024
anti-Sheikh Hasina uprising, died from gunshot
injuries.

* He was shot on December 12 while
campaigning for the February parliamentary
elections and succumbed to injuries in
Singapore.

* Hadi was a spokesperson of Inquilab Mancha
and a prospective candidate from Dhaka-8.

Nature of Protests
e Violent protests erupted across Dhaka and
major cities (Shahbagh, university campuses).
e Participants included:
o National Citizen Party (NCP)
o Bangladesh Islami Chhatra Shibir (student
wing of Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami)
o Dhaka University Central Students’ Union
(DUCSU)
* Protests framed Hadi’s killing as political
assassination and alleged foreign (Indian)
interference.

Attacks on Media Institutions
e Protesters accused major dailies of being “agents of
India”.
e Prothom Alo (Karwan Bazar):
o Building stormed, vandalised and set on fire.
o Journalists and staff trapped inside; building
gutted by morning.
e The Daily Star (Farmgate):
o Office attacked; equipment looted.
o Journalists trapped on rooftops; rescued by fire
services.
e Both newspapers:
o Suspended print publication
o Online operations disrupted

Government Response

e Interim government led by Muhammad Yunus:
o Strongly condemned attacks on journalists.
o Called violence “mob action by fringe elements”.
o Asserted: “Attacks on journalists are attacks on

truth.”

e Government pledged:
o Strict legal action against perpetrators.
o Protection of press freedom.

e Yunus personally spoke to editors, assuring state

support.

Communal & Law-and-Order Concerns
e Government also condemned the lynching of a
Hindu man in Mymensingh.
e Stated thereis “no space for communal or mob
violence in the new Bangladesh.”
e Highlights fragility of post-uprising transition and
risks of radicalisation.

Key Issues for exam Analysis

e Political Instability: Assassination of opposition
leaders can derail democratic transitions.

e Press Freedom: Media houses targeted as political
enemies - chilling effect on journalism.

e Mob Violence: Weak institutional control during
interim governance.

e Foreign Policy Narrative: Anti-India rhetoric
affecting India—Bangladesh relations.

e Communal Harmony: Minority safety as a test of
democratic credentials.

India-Bangladesh Dimension
e Protests explicitly allege Indian interference.
e Potential impact on:

o Bilateral trust

o Border management

o Regional stability in South Asia

Way Forward

¢ Independent probe into Hadi’s killing.

e Strong action against mob violence to restore rule
of law.

e |nstitutional safeguards for media and minorities.

e Political dialogue to ensure peaceful elections.

e Responsible handling of foreign policy narratives by
political actors.



Child trafficking a deeply
disturbing reality, says SC

SC judgment emphasises that courts must not disbelieve the vestimony of a trafficked child just
because of minor inconsistencies in her evidence; says she must be reated as an injured witness

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supremse Court,
Tin a judgment on

Friday, observed
that child wafficking and
commercial sexual exphoi-
tation of children by organ-
Ised carvels s a “deeply dis-
turbing reality” in India
which continues to four-
Ish despite protective laws.

Thie court said child traf-
ficking networks have a
complex and Liyersd struc-
ture which operate at va-
rious levels of recruiting,
transporting, harbouring,
and exploiting minor vic-
tims,

The judgment, which
laid down guidelines for
appreciating evidence in
«child wafficking cases, said
courts must not disbelieve
the testimony of a raf-
ficked child just because of
minor inconsistencies in
her evidence.

“Such organised crime
activities operate as appa-
rently independent vert-
cals whose insidious inter-
seclions are conveniently

weiled through subterfige

and deception to hood- 1ty

wink innocent vietims,” a
Bench of Justices Manaj
Misra and Joymalya Bagchi
sakd.

Judicial sensitivity
Courts have been atked to bear in mind weveral key points
while recording the evidence of a miror trafficking victim

= The child's socio-ecanomic
and cultural wulnérabality,
especially il freen
marginalised or backward
community

» Orpaniued crime metworks

operat throwgh comgses,
layered strusctires that

oM midlead e

‘ietims shenild ren be faulted testimany deserves the
for fallure to protest same weight as that of
promptly an injured witness.

A victin’s sole testimo-
my must suffice if her ver-
sion appeared 1o be credi-
ble and convincing. A
trafficked child must not
be treated a5 an accom-
plice by the courts. “Her
deposition is o be given
due regard and credence
as that of an injured wit-
mess,” the court directed.

Justice  Bagchi, who
authored the judgment,
termed child rafficking
and sexual exploitation as
an offence that struck at
the very foundations of
dignity and bodily integri-

The judgment con-
cerned a minor who was
forcibly pushed into ilicit
sexual intercourse by a

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News
* The Supreme Court of India flagged child
trafficking and commercial sexual exploitation
as a continuing organised crime in India.

* Bench: Justice Manoj Misra & Justice Joymalya

Bagchi.

® Judicial consideration of a
minGe's bistimony mest be
snsitve and avoid secondary
victimisation

® A conviction cam rest on the
sole testimony of the victim if
itis credibli and comninding

 Atrafficking vi 3

gang of traffickers in Ben-
. Her persistent refu-
al o consent had led her
1o be confined in a rental
apartment, until she was
rescued by the palice in
November 2000,

The top court, while
upholding the conviction
of the gang members un-
der the Immoral Traffic
(Prevention) Act, said the
case laid bare the *moral
and material abandon-
ment™ of a child whom the
state was constitutionally
obliged 10 protect from
Farm's way.

Justice  Bagehl  sald
courts must not discard a
trafficked victim's version
as improbable or “against
ordinary human conduct™

solely on the ground of her
failuire to promptly protest
against the “ostensibly in-
nocuous  yet  ominous
agenda of the trafficker”,

“Diffused and apparent-
ly disjoint  manner o
which the crime verticals
operate in areas of recruit-
ment, transportation, har-
bouring and exploitation
make it difficult, if not im-
possible, for the victim o
narrate with precision and
clarity the imterplay of
these processes,..,” Justice
Bagchi observed.

Recognise vulnerability
In the present case, the vic:
rim's testimony aboat the
topagraphy of the rented
apartment was rebutted by
two prosecution witness-
s, prompting the defence
to attempt to discredit her
evidence.

The Bench underscored
that courts must bear in
mind, while examining a
victim, her “inherent so-
cho-economic  and,  at
times, cultural vulnerabili
ty when the minor belongs
o a marginalised or sockal-
ly and culturally backward
COMMumy”.

Judictal apprectation af
the victim’s evidence must
be marked by sensitivity
and realism, it sakd,

e Case involved trafficking and sexual
exploitation of a minor in Bengaluru (rescued

in 2010).

e Conviction upheld under the Immoral Traffic
(Prevention) Act, 1956.

Core Observations of the Supreme Court
e Nature of trafficking:
o Child trafficking operates through layered
and compartmentalised networks—
recruitment, transport, harbouring, and
exploitation often appear disconnected.
e Victim testimony:
o Courts must not disbelieve a trafficked
child due to minor inconsistencies.
o Sole testimony of the victim is sufficient if
it is credible and convincing.
e |Legal status of the child:
o Atrafficked child is not an accomplice.
o Her testimony should be treated like that
of an “injured witness” in criminal law.
* Behavioural realism:
o Failure to immediately protest or escape
cannot be treated as unnatural conduct,
given fear, coercion, and trauma.

Judicial sensitivity:

o Courts must account for socio-economic,
cultural, and psychological vulnerability,
especially for children from marginalised
backgrounds.

Constitutional & Legal Foundations

Article 21: Right to life includes dignity, bodily
integrity, and protection from exploitation.
Article 15(3): Enables special protection for
women and children.
Article 39(e) & (f) (DPSPs): Mandates
protection of children from abuse and
exploitation.
ITPA, 1956: Penalises trafficking, brothel-
keeping, and exploitation.
Child-centric jurisprudence (NCERT Polity +
Supreme Court cases):
o Shift from offender-centric to victim-
centric justice.
Criminal evidence principle:
o Quality of evidence > quantity of witnesses
(well-established in Indian criminal law).

Why Minor Inconsistencies Should Be Ignored

e Trafficking victims experience:
o Trauma and fear
o Disorientation due to confinement
o Psychological pressure from organised
gangs
e Crimes occur in diffused verticals, making
precise narration difficult.
* Expecting photographic memory from a child
victim is legally unrealistic and ethically unjust.
Critical Analysis
Pros
e Strengthens victim-centric jurisprudence.
e Improves conviction rates in trafficking cases.
Challenges

Enforcement gaps, weak investigation, poor
rehabilitation.

Way Forward

Trauma-informed training for police and
judiciary.

Strong rehabilitation and witness protection
for victims.

Better coordination among police, CWCs,
NGOs.



Kerala 2.0 — a call to reclaim the State’s future

erali sands at a crossncads, For too
long, we have watched the show
nrzvelling of a Seate once haded 5 5
maodel of human developmens. Today,

FoveTTance

bamkrupt inertia and partisan improvisation. Ve,
asmid the gloom, I pefuse o succuns (o cynicism.
1 bellieve: Kerala cam rise again — if we summon
thee courage t0 confeont hard iruths and embrace
‘bold reforms

mx:ca‘nmm.

The: list of kssucs

Lt s Do with hee Framberi. Kerala's debt has

halloomed to urmasainable kevels, driven not by

WWMNMIMWQ pastin of

borrowing to plug routine deficits, even {bowards:

wmannwmmm:mmmm
Keeraks today spends more

mmmtpmmnm&mm
remitances, liquor taes and lotteries - an

cnliure of entithement bo take root, whene
subsidics are expeciod, accountability ks cvaded,
ndd the digrany of Lehour B oo olters dteened

redisoover the vakee of efon, the nobility of
enierprise, and the joy of creating racher than

merely consuming.

This renewal begins with governance. Kerala
needs 3 governovent that lisvens, learrs, and leads
ot eme that meerely promodes bis own cadres.
Wi mrui nedtore instingionad inbegrity, empdower

local bodies and ensure that public servants serve
e puabilic, raod asty EAenests, TranEpasency
must be moce than a shogan; it srust be a daily
pERctce. Fromm procuneiment [ ppeintments,
the peaple deserve to know how decisions ane
made and wiy,

And we must confront a deeper malaise: the
proliticization of cverything. Bvers ihe most
rontine administrasive decisions are ofter filtened
Mmuummm;ﬂm
trut and stiffied innovation. When every

ment, iransfer or policy |mkhﬂ:ﬂmﬂ
saffers. We

political battleground,
need to depoliticlse the bureawscracy, Bt
merit and restore the primacy of imterest

over party inferest. Eqn]fyl!‘p'mkﬂhemﬂh

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News
* Kerala, earlier known for high literacy, health
outcomes, and social development, is now

icket of s

dmhirmrrpdsr mh:wrllll.emd;ﬂmhmf
mwwwmrxmmmﬂmo

barriers ~ discouraging irvesement, delaying
approvals o disncentivising (nititive. Keraly
st mowe from a culture of comtrol to one of
facilication, Let s slaxsh 75%.of cur regulagions,
streamline bureaucratic procedures 5o that fles
dnnalalnemolm;;:;l;m , samplify all

Iment a a

v Feras et syt bt e
encrepreneurs and builders, digitioe governance,
and emponwer cliizens ta act - nol wal endlesdy

Thi meied b thisk beyonsd remistancos
Wie st also nethink our coonomic model. Kerala
cannol hitve of remiltances and retail alose, We
meed to nurtare industries that reflect our
itrergphs - kngwhede, creativity 4
surctairability. Let us invest injgreen
preenite Bightech agno-procesiing, snd support
startups that seine new opportunities
(hiogenetics, Fare eartks and miseras,
luﬂmrlwn space bech, Artificial int
commputing) bo solve Zish cenbury
wdimu.l-ldnnrhﬂ]madddmmmd
pm:!dml:rummm maritime and por
developmen, of marine and

chirmaigh Escediiees amd recogmition. And, we
st give investors: the seourity of an ‘imestor
Procectinn Act” o ensure that ther capical will
mert e lost for non-market-nelated reasons.
Tourtsm must be neimagieed net as a.
mamnrmu' ve experience rooted in aulture

allopathic, syurvedic
and other ofms of holistic bealing. Above all, wi
st takoe i what we produce - from ooir
B e — afied enisuice that “ Mk in Kerals™
becomies a mark of excellenor.
FAL‘#WINMIHHHMWMMMN
cromm jeweks. But even these are tarmishing. Our
choots aind colbepes mist prepan: Madents no
just for examirations bt for life - for eritical
mm;lrg hvic engagemen and global cizisenship,
internships should be available even during the:
academic year, to connect stadems 1 the neal
uﬂd&ubcwilkmmhmmdmr&n
with Infrasinactare but with compassion.
COVIDHS pamdemic revesled both our strengtis
and our valnerabilities. Let ws learm from it and
bruikd resiliens systems tbat serve all, especially
the mosit vlnerabile.

facing serious fiscal, governance, and
ecological challenges.

* The State’s public debt has risen sharply, with
borrowing increasingly used to meet revenue
expenditure such as salaries and pensions.

e Debt servicing exceeds development spending,
reducing funds for infrastructure and job

creation.

e Economic dependence on remittances, liquor
taxes, and lotteries reflects a weak productive

base.

* Rising youth unemployment and migration,
environmental degradation, drug abuse, and
public safety issues indicate governance

stress.

Key Issues

e Fiscal Stress: Persistent revenue deficits, weak

GST buoyancy, shrinking fiscal space.
e Economic Structure: Remittance-led
consumption without sufficient

industrialisation or private investment.

e Governance Deficit: Politicisation of

bureaucracy, regulatory overreach, delayed

approvals.

e Human Capital Paradox: High literacy but skill-
job mismatch and low local employment.

spectace | theough shogams bt through

Culture, boo, mms be reclaimed. Kerali's
pluralizm is its soul. In a time of
EObeTaGE, W TS Pedem ol ComMIlEnen 1o
onexistenoe, mutal . The

Begacy of Sree Narsysns Guru {the subject of my
miew hiook) remings s that trae progress e not
i dtvision but in upSiment. Let us teach our
children not just history but empathy — not just
herizage bus hope

A we must not immediste problems
affeczing the quality of life of the average Keralite.
Kerala rovst ungently confrons three escaluting
erises thas threaten both public salery and scclal
coluesion: ermvironment, drugs and doge. D

Karala Misilon 20607 & overduse, TackEsg the

drug crisis among our youth requires a

ml»wmudamn MNWIPH
m.l:g

Mbﬂwﬂm effectively ar
mnn.lslm:d;r Mleammwhile, lhcm:ydw:

ﬂ;ld:ﬂymﬂdlmhalﬂenalkad]yuzn.b’
August 2028 alone, 23 people had died from
rabies, with troubling reports of Eatalities even
after post-exposure vacdnation. The Animal Binth
Control programme mit be implemented with

them with seriousness

Begin the rebullding
Foir s bong, Kivala's political discoiri: hai been
trapped in binaries - Left versus Right, secular
VOTEIH COMmmumal, Cofgress W Commuris,
It nothing seems to change. Vet the real divide:
8 bertwrers cymiclsm and possibiley. | choose
possibility. | believe politics can be 2 noble
vocation, rocbed (nservice and guided by
principle. | believe leadiers smst earn trust pot
substaniive woek.
This wision is mot mine alone, I is dhaped by
lons with Grmoers and Ederfolk,

aspirations af youth wh want ogponusty
without leaving home, and of elders who want
digeany withoan dependence. i i informed by the
Ifmbwlo(l&nhnnﬁdudu:ﬂ}

oy Wi fruistratio 42 28 atagnat

To them - and toall Mal.u.:lls Iﬂrlhedme
o pasabi Lisent B over. The lime for active
renewal has come.

Rt vis Moiaile] & Beraa whast i Bsscally pruschent,
ecologically resiliens, mnlraﬂy\fbnma‘d
soclally just. Let us move “beyond cynl
dkdumﬁmmbﬁkmﬂiﬂ:ml’mﬂ
fior Kerala) and reclaim the promise of oar land.
Nt with mostaliria, ban with vision; not with
with wnity.

Kerala deserves nothing less.

Environmental & Social Concerns:
Quarrying, sand mining, drug menace,
and public health risks.

Static Linkages
* Fiscal Responsibility: Revenue vs capital

expenditure distinction.

Federalism: State finances under GST
regime.

Governance Theory: Regulatory
overreach vs facilitative State.
Sustainable Development: Economy-
ecology trade-offs.

Demographic Dividend: Employment as
a necessary condition.
Decentralisation: Role of empowered
local self-governments.

Critical Analysis
Positives
e Strong social capital and diaspora

support.

e High HDI provides a strong base for

transition to a knowledge economy.

* Scope for leadership in green growth,

health, and education services.

Concerns
e Welfare-driven politics without fiscal

sustainability.

e Erosion of work culture and enterprise

incentives.

e Environmental neglect increasing long-

term fiscal risk.

Ethical Dimension
e State responsibility to balance welfare

with accountability.

e Governance must prioritise public

interest over partisan interest.

Way Forward

Restrict borrowing to productive capital
expenditure.

Adopt a medium-term fiscal
consolidation plan.

Simplify regulations through single-
window, digital clearances.

Promote job-rich sectors: green
technology, agro-processing, health and
knowledge services.

Mobilise diaspora savings and
strengthen environmental governance.



The significance of a strong defence industrial base

ndia’s aspiration to become a developed

nation by 2047 rests not only on social and

econemic transformation but also on the
strength of its strategic capabilities. Among these,
the defence industrial base occupbes 2 pivotal
role. For far oo leng, the country’s defence

£

in defence is not only desirable but also
indispensable,

Ax the same time, shifting geopolitical
dynamics are opening up new possibilities.
Europe's renewed emphasis on defence
spending, the sxturation ﬁfllad][lnnsl suppl-ers

drawwkmmmwﬁw for global
partners. it will also help overcome the

challenges arising from fragmented institutional
arrangements across Ministries and the resubiant
eoordination issues.

Static Linkages

o o et iethe pallees, reuing — b s pi:dlwm“ el ities that India mﬁqq :Eﬁmuu he need 1o overhaul
GOTSLT restrictive policies, g I crete o wnities that I mportat is o 10 et .
linied peiate partcipaton and cessive: NI (o oned o capue Theeoms | Enancil wneand certcaion amenos. @ Strategic autonomy as a component of
reliance on imports, Domestic private industries srategic geography in the Indian Ocean Region Indian s often fa in
were not allowed in this sector but there were and its expanding diplomatic profile further securing competitive credis lines, meeting H l H
imports, without compunction, from private strengthen its potential to emerge as a credible mmh'nnmnldomrshcmda:dsand natlona SeCU rlty.
manufacturers from across the world, The result supplicr of defence cquipment. ials within
was a structural vulnerability that affected bath mbl.nshhg export financing H H _
economic potential and national security. Simplify procedures nstruments, mspand.mgmhegmbodmng o Import Su bStItUtlon VS. export led
But mluhlg\lﬁspncm:m willmqmremmned Eacilities and ads . . . .
A shifi after reforms focus om reforms. Reg ks can di ically improve
But there has been a significant shift in recent contime to hinder priv clor . A more proactive use of lines of grOWth In Strateglc IndUStrIeS'
m.ﬂmha;shlz'oﬂmb:;?penimd-m 10 the especially for Elmsmhand mg:linm m:;;ammmn: Togvernment amnwu nts, R l_ f b l, . h . .
private sector, liberals: oreign direct enterprises and startups. Export Beensing, joing a R Service commitments woul [ ] -
investment norms, corporatisation of the wventures and technology-transfer approvals need further enhance India’s credibility in a market 0 e O p u IC p rlvate partners I pS I n
Ordnance Factory Board, and a progressive tos be speeded up, Longterm demand projections  dominated by established players. . . .
expansion of the list of arms and armaments to will give the private secior the confidence to IDefence exports are not merely a commercial Cap|tal—|ntens|ve sectors.
e procured under the ‘Make' procedure apan make large investments. The pathway to undertaking. They signify technological maturity,
from a pro-active promotion of innevation, which achieving India’s stated ambition of 50,000 strategic reliability and the emergence of a nation .
hrve all contributed w rapid progress. Defence crore in defence expornts. by 2029 will require 5.2 mapor actor in the international security L4 Defence manUfaCtU rlng aS a Source Of
production has increased and exports have simplifying procedures and ensuring policy architecture. Strenghening the defence
grown exponentially, now reaching more than 30 comlimeity. Endustrial base ks essential not only for reducin H H H
Sowaries Y - “The rok of the Defence Research and impor dependency bt equaly, for generaing technological spillovers and skilled
These trends signal a maturing ecosystem that Development Organisation (DRDO) also needs o high-skilled employment, and enhancing
is increasingly capable of meeting domestic evolve, The DRDO has been instrumental in peopolitical leverage, e m lo m e nt
recuirements while also contributing to global bousilelingg Fnakia'e strategic capabilities, but the next The progress in recent years is encouraging. p y .
supply chains. In an evolving demands a sharper division of What ks required now are consistent efforts to “re . . .
The evolvil jobal security landscape, Wl s i nsibilities. Frontier research must remain its dise| reforms and build an ec e that [} -
markedbyom'?ﬁ'siiulnmopgwmaslp:md ]I::‘li;;:m i mmmlcpmm, scaling and awg\clrnages innovation mim:?nfm. India’s State l'Ed faCI lltatl 0 n I n Strategl C
Asia, has exposed the fragility of international India’s security ﬁmmmn:mmﬁmm D:h sncé.’ul:g;r:emmlcmuhns demand X rt t h r h d i l m n d Li n
peace and the risks of supply-chain disruptions, = i dustry, and privae. an approa nol
Nations with robust domestic defence Industries | AN eConomic aligns with global best practices and will The pursuit of a strong defence industrial base € p orts ou g p 0 acy a €s

Harve proved 1o be more resilient, Fuw Iivia,

ambitions
1 1

which faces
Torders and nnllr maritime dnnwn sellrelance

nothing less

srengthen competitiveness,
A dedicated, professionally staffed export
Excilitation agency would streamline outreach

Es not just a strategic necessity, It is a defining step
roward Ingia's emergence as a confident, capable
and influential global power.

of Credit.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

India’s goal of becoming a developed nation by
2047 depends not only on economic growth
but also on strategic and defence self-reliance.
For decades, India’s defence sector was closed
to private industry, while imports from foreign
private manufacturers continued unabated.
This resulted in high import dependence, weak
domestic capability, and strategic
vulnerability.

In recent years, reforms such as private sector
entry, FDI liberalisation, corporatisation of the
Ordnance Factory Board, and innovation-
driven procurement have transformed the
sector.

Defence exports have expanded rapidly,
reaching 80+ countries, indicating a maturing
ecosystem. pasted

Key Points

Structural shift from a public-sector-
dominated model to a mixed ecosystem with
private participation.

Defence production has increased
significantly; exports are targeted at #50,000
crore by 2029.

Expansion of the “Make” procurement
category promotes indigenous design and
development.

Global conflicts (Europe, West Asia, Indo-
Pacific) have exposed vulnerabilities of import-
dependent defence systems.

India’s cost-effective platforms and strategic
geography create export opportunities amid
rising global defence demand. pasted

Critical Analysis
Advantages

Reduces import dependence and improves wartime
readiness.

Defence exports enhance India’s geopolitical
influence and strategic credibility.

Private participation improves efficiency,
innovation, and competition.

Generates high-skilled employment and
strengthens manufacturing depth.

Challenges

Complex regulatory environment discourages
MSMEs and startups.

Delays in export licensing and technology-transfer
approvals.

Fragmented coordination among multiple
ministries.

Limited access to affordable finance and export
credit.

Stringent domestic testing and certification norms
slow time-to-market.

Institutional Dimension

The Defence Research and Development
Organisation has built strategic capabilities, but its
role must evolve.

Frontier research should remain with DRDO, while
production and scaling should shift to industry—
aligning with global best practices.

Way Forward

Simplify and time-bound export licensing and
regulatory approvals.

Provide long-term defence procurement
projections to attract private investment.
Establish a dedicated defence export facilitation
agency with a single-window approach.

Expand integrated testing and certification
infrastructure aligned with global standards.
Develop specialised defence export financing
instruments.

Use government-to-government agreements and
Lines of Credit strategically to build trust and long-
term markets.



Do not rush it

The SIR requires more time to prevent
mass exclusions
he Election Commission of India (ECI
T has released the draft electoral roll for se-
ven States and Union Territories after the
first phase of the Special Intensive Revision (SIR)
was completed with the submission of enumera-
tion forms by eligible voters and their digitisation
by Booth Level Officers (BLO). In Tamil Nadu and
West Bengal, more than 97 lakh and 58 lakh vo-
ters, respectively, were deleted. These deletions
range from 7.5% of the pre-SIR rolls in West Ben-
gal to 15% in the case of Tamil Nadu. In West Ben-
gal, the deletions seem to be the highest in urban
areas, especially Kolkata. A clear picture on the
gender breakup and the reasons for the deletions
will emerge only after parsing the ECI's booth-
wise data. Reports also indicate that the ECI has
identified a high number of enumeration forms
in West Bengal as either unmapped to the 2002
electoral roll or carrying doubtful linkages. The
risk of widespread exclusions looms within a
compressed 53-day hearing window with Electo-
ral Registration Officers expected to insist on citi-
zenship documentation, including proof of pa-
rents” birth details for those born after 1987. In
Bihar, the Supreme Court of India's salve — allow-
ing electors to use Aadhaar as a viable identity
document — helped stave off a high number of
deletions, but even then, 68 lakh names were de-
leted and 24 lakh added as fresh voters or
through change/correction requests. The resul-
tant drop in the female gender ratio, from 907 in
the pre-SIR rolls to 892 in the final rolls, suggest-
ed that all was not well with the SIR in that State,
Seen in this light, the Court’s direction to the
ECI to take a “sympathetic view™ of representa-
tions to extend the enumeration phase by consi-
dering the “ground realities” is something that
the electoral body should heed. While the ECI
has proclaimed that it will ensure no genuine vo-
ter is disenfranchised, it relies on tabulating
change/correction requests from Booth Level
Agents of political parties rather than cross-map-
ping with government databases such as death
registration data. Vulnerable sections such as
short-term migrants, illiterate voters and married
women risk disenfranchisement under this pro-
cess, suggesting that the procedure of placing the
onus on eligible voters to confirm their presence
on the rolls is flawed. Add to this the logistical dif-
ficulties faced by States such as Kerala where the
SIR coincided with local body elections, com-
bined with the pressure on BLOs to meet tight
deadlines, and the case for extending the time-
line becomes compelling. Lastly, while the Court
has helped ease voter registration during the SIR,
it has still not heard the key question of the con-
stitutionality of the whole process. The sooner it
decides on it, the easier it would be for electors
and the ECI.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

* The Election Commission of India (ECI)
released draft electoral rolls after Phase-| of
SIR in seven States/UTs.

* Massive deletions reported: Tamil Nadu (~97
lakh; ~15%) and West Bengal (~58 lakh; ~7.5%),
with urban areas like Kolkata most affected.

* |n Bihar, despite the Supreme Court of India
allowing Aadhaar, 68 lakh names were deleted;
female gender ratio fell from 907 to 892.

e Court advised ECI to take a “sympathetic view”
and consider extension of timelines.

e Constitutionality of SIR is still pending judicial
determination.

Key Points

* SIR places the burden on voters to submit
enumeration forms within a short 53-day
window.

e Reports of strict citizenship proof demands,
including parents’ birth details.

* Reliance on party Booth Level Agents rather
than official databases (death registration).

e Vulnerable groups at higher risk: migrants,
women (post-marriage), illiterate and urban
poor voters.

e Administrative stress due to tight timelines
and overlapping elections.

Static Linkages

e Universal Adult Suffrage: Right to vote as a
cornerstone of representative democracy
(enshrined in constitutional scheme).

e Articles 324-329: Powers, independence and
responsibilities of the Election Commission.

e Equality Before Law (Article 14): Administrative
procedures must not result in arbitrary or
disproportionate exclusion.

e Right to Vote as Statutory Right: Must still
comply with constitutional guarantees of
fairness and reasonableness.

* Due Process & Natural Justice: Reasonable
notice, opportunity to be heard, and
proportionate procedures.

* Gender Justice: Indirect discrimination
recognised when neutral rules
disproportionately affect women.

e Civil Registration System: Importance of birth
and death registration in governance and
electoral integrity.

e Judicial Review: Courts as guardians against
procedural excess by constitutional
authorities.

Critical Analysis
Positives
e Improves roll accuracy by removing duplicates
and deceased voters.
e Judicial intervention (Aadhaar) reduced
immediate exclusions.
Concerns
e Scale of deletions suggests procedural
overreach.
e Gender-skewed outcomes indicate indirect
discrimination.
e Short timelines and limited verification weaken
due process.
e Shifting responsibility to voters undermines
inclusive democracy.

Way Forward

e Extend enumeration and hearing timelines.

e Cross-verify with civil registration and welfare
databases.

e Simplify and standardise proof requirements.

e Targeted outreach for vulnerable groups.

e Early Supreme Court ruling on SIR’s
constitutionality.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

* Debate around the proposed VB-G RAMG Bill
centres on concerns of dilution of rural worker
rights.

e The Bill aims to reform India’s rural
employment framework by correcting
structural and implementation gaps.

* |t seeks to convert an often-frustrated
entitlement into a clear, enforceable statutory
guarantee pasted

At the same time, the frame-
work i

Key Points
e 125 days of legally guaranteed wage
employment per rural household annually.
e Unemployment allowance payable if work not
provided within 15 days.
e Removal of earlier disentitlement provisions.
e Strengthened transparency, social audits, and
time-bound grievance redressal.
¢ Employment linked with productive public
asset creation.
e Four work domains:
o Water security
o Core ruralinfrastructure
o Livelihood infrastructure
o Climate/extreme weather mitigation
e Planning through Viksit Gram Panchayat Plans,
approved by Gram Sabhas.
e Creation of a National Rural Infrastructure
Stack for coordination and visibility.
e States may notify up to 60 days as peak
agricultural periods with no works.
e District/block/GP-level flexibility based on
agro-climatic conditions.
* Technology-enabled governance with built-in
safeguards against exclusion.

Agriculture and

Farmers' Welfaro: and of
FRural Development

Climate Adaptation - Employment linked with water
security, infrastructure, and climate-resilient assets.
Cooperative Federalism - Rule-based funding with
state flexibility in implementation.

E-Governance & Inclusion — Technology for
transparency, complemented by human safeguards.

Critical Analysis
Pros

Expands employment guarantee and income
security.

Makes unemployment allowance enforceable.
Corrects long-standing implementation flaws.
Integrates livelihood support with durable asset
creation.

Preserves demand-driven character through
statutory obligation.

Balances farm labour needs with rural employment.
Enhances accountability using technology and
social audits.

Concerns

Fiscal sustainability depends on objective allocation
norms.

Risk of tech-led exclusion if safeguards fail.
Administrative capacity at local levels remains
critical.

Asset quality and long-term impact need
monitoring.

Way Forward

Ensure transparent, rule-based fund allocation.
Strengthen Panchayat and block-level capacity.
Combine technology with human oversight.
Periodic evaluation of asset quality and livelihood
outcomes.

Deeper convergence with agriculture, water, and
climate schemes.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited Ethiopia,
marking high-level re-engagement after
Ethiopia’s internal conflict.

Personal diplomacy with PM Abiy Ahmed
underscored trust-based bilateral ties.

India had earlier supported Ethiopia’s inclusion
in BRICS, aiding its global reintegration.
Engagement with African Union leadership
gains relevance ahead of the India—Africa
Forum Summit.

Key Points

Bilateral relations elevated to a Strategic
Partnership.

Cooperation areas: development assistance,
education, defence training, security, and
capacity building.

India doubled scholarships under Indian
Council for Cultural Relations and expanded
Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation,
including Al training.

Indian private FDI in Ethiopia exceeds USD 5
billion (one of Ethiopia’s largest sources).
Ethiopia seeks Indian collaboration in Digital
Public Infrastructure and Al.

Ethiopia’s AfCFTA membership positions it as a
gateway to eastern Africa.

Static Linkages

e South-South cooperation in India’s foreign
policy

e Soft power through education and capacity
building

e Development partnership model (non-
conditional, demand-driven)

e Strategic relevance of Horn of Africa and Red
Sea corridor

Critical Analysis
Positives
e Strengthens India’s strategic footprintin
Africa.
e Enhances Ethiopia’s defence and human
resource capacity.
e Long-term influence via education and DPI
cooperation.
e Supports India’s Global South leadership
narrative.
Concerns
¢ Absence of structured business delegation
reduced immediate economic outcomes.
e Horn of Africa instability poses geopolitical
risks.
e Ethiopia’s debt stress and IMF conditionalities
may deter investors.

Way Forward

¢ |nstitutionalise business engagement through
trade missions.

e Encourage Indian SMEs to leverage AfCFTA via
Ethiopia.

* Expand defence cooperation with focus on
regional stability.

¢ Establish Indian-supported educational and
skill institutions locally.

¢ Align bilateral outcomes with India—-Africa
Forum Summit agenda.



Three countries,
onenew story

RIME MINISTER Narendra Modi's three-nation tour to
Jordan, Ethiopia and Oman this weekunderlined India’s
bidwconsolidate its strategic footprint in the Middle East
and the Hormn of Africa at a moment of unprecedented
geopolitical change in the region. US President Donald Trump's
suocessin negotiating aceasefire ofsors inGaza, hisamtack on Ira-
nian nuclear facilities, a more intensive commercial outreach to
the oil-rich Guifstates, and effort to widen the ambit of the Abra-
ham Accords underline the shifting geopolitical terrain. India’s
own relationship with the region has seen significant gainsin the
last fewyears. External Affairs Minister 5 Jaishankar s visit toIsrael
amid the PM’s visit to the region underlines that India’s partner-
shipsstraddle regional divides. With the exception of Turkey, India
has a productive engagement with all the key actors. But the sur-
prising turn in Saudi-Pakistan relations and the US attempt to
draw the Pakistan army into the Middle East security arrange-
ments rerninds Delhi that it can't take the region for granted.

‘Thevisitsawsubstantive bilateral outcomes, elevating of part-
nerships and signing of key agreements. In Amman, PM Modi
and King Abdullah IT reviewed ties on the 75th diplomatic anni-
versary. Besidesthe focus on expanded trade, the discussions fo-
cused on regional developments, including in Gaza, and counter-
terrorism. In Addis Ababa, PM Modi upgraded ties with Ethiopia
toa “Strategic Partnership” with a roadmap for rapid expansion
of trade, investment and defence cooperation. Modi and the
Ethiopian Prime Minister, Abily Ahmed Ali, also discussed the
importance of aligning with the regional agenda of the African
Unionand India’s advocacy ofthe Global South. The highlight of
Modi's visit to Oman — India'soldest partner in the region —was
the signing of a Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agree-
ment(CEPA) toboost trade, jobs and investment. Modiand Sultan
Haitham bin Tariq also reviewed the deepening bilateral defence
and maritime security cooperation.

Allthree countries — Jordan, Ethiopia and Oman — are sig-
nificant for the geopolitics of the neighbourhood to thewest. The
PM's visits brought to the fore different critical policy strands -
security in the Middle East, economicdevelopment of Africa, and
connectivity in the Indian Ocean. But Delhi's persistent challenge
has been the inability to follow up on the implementation of the
decisions taken during the PM's visits. With China and Pakistan
stepping up their activity in the Middle East and the Horn of Af-
rica—the formeron economics and the latter onsecurity —India
no longer hasthe luxury of resting on its diplomatic laurels.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

* Narendra Modi undertook a three-nation tour
(Jordan, Ethiopia, Oman) to consolidate India’s
strategic presence in West Asia, Horn of Africa,
and the Indian Ocean Region.

e Visit took place amid Gaza conflict diplomacy,
US-Iran tensions, Abraham Accords expansion,
and heightened great-power rivalry.

e Aim: safeguard energy security, trade, diaspora
interests, maritime security, and Global South
leadership.

Key Outcomes
e Jordan
o Reviewed ties on 75 years of diplomatic
relations.
o Cooperation on counter-terrorism, regional
stability (Gaza), and trade.
e Ethiopia
o Bilateral ties elevated to Strategic
Partnership.
o Roadmap for trade, investment, defence
cooperation.
o Coordination with African Union and Global
South priorities.

e Oman
o Signing of Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement (CEPA).
o Focus on trade expansion, job creation,
defence and maritime security
cooperation.

Static Linkages

e Strategic autonomy and multipolar diplomacy

e |ndian Ocean as a strategic commons (SLOC
security)

* Trade agreements as tools of export-led
growth

e Counter-terrorism and regional security
cooperation

e South-South cooperation and development
partnerships

Critical Analysis
Strengths
e Reinforces India’s presence across West Asia—
Africa-IOR arc.
e CEPA with Oman boosts economic and
strategic convergence.
e Ethiopia partnership strengthens India’s role in
the Horn of Africa.
Concerns
e Chronicimplementation gap after high-level
visits.
e Regional instability affecting energy and trade
routes.
e Growing China (economic) and Pakistan
(security) influence.

Way Forward

e |nstitutionalise time-bound follow-up
mechanisms.

e Use CEPA to integrate MSMEs and value
chains.

* Enhance maritime domain awareness and
defence logistics.

e Expand development finance, skilling, and
capacity-building in Africa.



Theright tolove and
live as you please

HEALLAHABADHigh Court'sorderdirecting policeto

offer protection to12women in live-in relationships re-

affirmsthe constitutional commitment to personal lib-

erty at amoment when such freedoms appear increas-
ingly contested. “The concept of a live-in relationship may not
be acceptabletoall, but it cannot be said that such a relationship
isanillegal one or that living together without the sanctity of the
marriage constitutes an offence,” held the court, rejecting the
state’s claim that cohabitation outside marriage corrodes the “so-
cial fabric”. The court’s insistence that fundamental rightscannot
be eclipsed by social disapproval or hollowed out by stigma is sig-
nificant: It places individual autonomy above majoritarian moral -
ity and locates constitutional interpretation within evolving social
realities rather than fixed or inherited anxieties.

Lastyear, areport inthis paper showed how different readings
of a provision of UP's Prohibition of Unlawful Conversion of Re-
ligion Act, 2021 produced uneven and often regressive outcomes
incases related to inter-faith live-in relationships. In more than
one instance, marital sanctity was prioritised over individual
rights; pleas for protection were dismissed in some cases and
granted conditionally in others, leading to challenges in the Su-
preme Court. The present judgment comes against a fraught
backdrop — in states such as Uttarakhand, the Uniform Civil
Code, with its requirernent to register live-in relationships and
itsaccompanying penalties, hassignalled ashift towards greater
state intrusion into personal relations,

Across India, caste, class and religious orthodoxies continue
to police intimacy, with inter-faith and inter-caste couples fre-
quently facing hostility, coercion and violence from familiesand
communities, often with no help from institutions meanttosafe-
guard their freedoms. From Lata Singh (2006) to § Khushboo
(2010) to Shafin Jahan(2018), the Supreme Court has pushed back
against this moral vigilantism, affirming the right of consenting
adultstochoose their partners without intervention fromsociety
or state. Read in this light, the Allahabad HC's intervention isa
maodest but necessary corrective — anassertion that the law must
recognise adultsas rights-bearing citizens, not wards tobesteered
towards socially approved choices.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

* The Allahabad High Court directed police to
ensure protection to an adult couple in a live-
in relationship.

¢ Held that cohabitation outside marriage is not
illegal and cannot be denied protection due to
social disapproval.

e Judgment comes amid inconsistent
application of the UP Prohibition of Unlawful
Conversion of Religion Act, 2021 in inter-faith
live-in cases.

e Also relevant in the context of increasing state
regulation of private relations, such as live-in
registration under the Uttarakhand Uniform
Civil Code.

* Reinforces constitutional primacy of personal
liberty and autonomy.

Key Points

e Live-in relationships between consenting
adults do not constitute an offence.

e Fundamental rights cannot be eclipsed by
social morality or perceived cultural norms.

* Police have a constitutional obligation to
protect life and liberty under Article 21.

¢ Constitutional interpretation must be dynamic
and aligned with changing social realities.

e Judgment curbs moral policing and arbitrary
denial of protection.

Static Linkages

* Article 21: Right to life, liberty, privacy, and
personal autonomy.

e Article 14: Equal protection of laws; non-
discriminatory state action.

e Article 19: Freedom of movement and
expression enabling choice of partner.

e Constitutional morality as guiding principle
(Ambedkar).

* Rule of law and limits on executive discretion.

Critical Analysis
Significance
e Strengthens Supreme Court jurisprudence
protecting choice of partner.
e Shields inter-faith and inter-caste couples
from coercion and violence.
e Clarifies police role as neutral protectors, not
moral arbiters.
Challenges
e Conflict with state laws mandating registration
of live-in relationships.
* Persistent social and institutional bias at
ground level.
* Federal variation leading to uneven protection
across states.
Constitutional Dimension
e Affirms constitutional morality over
majoritarian morality.
e Reinforces privacy doctrine post Puttaswamy
judgment.

Way Forward

e |ssue clear police SOPs anchored in Article 21.

e Ensure proportionality and privacy safeguards
in state family laws.

e Judicial and police sensitisation against moral
policing.

e Strengthen legal awareness and access to
remedies for vulnerable couples.



