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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

SC held that rights under the CAA for
minorities from Pakistan, Afghanistan, and
Bangladesh depend on verification of their
claims.
Observation came during hearing of NGO
Aatmadeep’s plea that migrants in West Bengal
fear exclusion during Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls.
Petition highlighted delays in issuing
citizenship certificates.
SC issued notice to Centre and ECI; hearing
next week.

Key Points
CAA exempts six minority communities
entering India before 31 Dec 2014 from “illegal
migrant” status.
Section 6B enables them to apply for
registration/naturalisation.
SC clarified:

CAA does not grant automatic citizenship.
Each application requires proof of minority
status, residence, persecution, and mode
of entry.
Voting rights arise only after formal grant
of citizenship.

Non-recognition of acknowledgment receipts
during SIR risks wrongful exclusion from
electoral rolls.

Static Linkages
Citizenship governed by Citizenship Act, 1955;
Constitution covers only initial citizenship.
Modes: birth, descent, registration,
naturalisation, territory incorporation.
Naturalisation via Third Schedule conditions.
Electoral rolls: RPA 1950.

India not a signatory to 1951 Refugee
Convention; Article 21 jurisprudence covers
dignity & protection.
Non-refoulement reflected in SC rulings
though not codified.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Ensures due process and prevents fraudulent
claims.
Protects integrity of electoral rolls.
Aligns humanitarian intent with administrative
checks.

Concerns
Delayed certificates → fear of statelessness.
Many migrants lack documentary proof.
Proof of persecution remains ambiguous.
Centre–State friction, especially in border
states.
Differential treatment across refugee groups
raises ethical concerns.

Stakeholder Viewpoints
Migrants: seek security, rights, inclusion.
States: stress administrative burden.
ECI: must avoid wrongful exclusion.
Centre: aims to operationalise CAA with
safeguards.

Way Forward
Time-bound SOPs for processing CAA claims.
Temporary document protection during SIR.
Uniform, transparent criteria for proving
persecution.
Better coordination between MHA–States–ECI.
Consider a comprehensive refugee framework.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News 

Supreme Court rebuked ECI for routinely
giving statistical, template-like replies to voter
difficulties during the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls.
Tamil Nadu and Kerala sought deadline
extensions as lakhs of voters — migrants,
students, pilgrims — could not submit forms in
time.
Court highlighted overburdening of BLOs and
stressed the need for realistic field-level
assessment.

Key Points
EC repeatedly cited 97–99% digitisation,
ignoring ground issues.
56 lakh voters pending in Tamil Nadu; 20 lakh
pending in Kerala.
Kerala requests another two-week extension.
Court: BLOs face heavy leg work, not mere
desk tasks.
Court’s December 4 direction to
support/replace overstretched BLOs made
pan-India.
EC alleges political interference affecting BLO
work.

Static Linkages
Electoral roll revision under RPA 1950
(Sections 15–23).
Article 324 empowers ECI over elections &
rolls.
BLO functions guided by ECI Handbook.
Right to vote = statutory right; free and fair
elections = basic structure.
Judicial review under Articles 32 & 142.

Critical Analysis 
Pros

Ensures inclusiveness in voter registration.
Judicial oversight improves responsiveness
and procedural fairness.
Support mechanisms for BLOs may improve
accuracy of rolls.

Cons / Challenges
EC’s data-heavy replies overlook local realities.
High pending forms indicate access and
logistics gaps.
BLO fatigue may reduce quality and accuracy.
Alleged political pressures undermine trust.

Stakeholder Viewpoints
Voters: Risk exclusion.
States: Need flexible timelines.
ECI: Claims adequate progress.
Court: Emphasises practical difficulties and
human-centric approach.

Way Forward 
Provide region-specific deadline flexibility.
Deploy additional staff to reduce BLO burden.
Use mobile enrolment teams for remote areas.
Enhance digital self-enrolment, with ground
verification.
Improve ECI’s grievance responsiveness
beyond statistics.
Independent field audits to counter political
pressures.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

New discussions highlight how current mental-
health systems ignore lived experiences of
deprivation, abuse and trauma.
Despite therapeutic advancements, the global
treatment gap remains 70–90% (WHO).
Experts call for shifting from a deficit-based
model to a dignity- and justice-centred
approach.

Key Points
Mental suffering is shaped by poverty,
exclusion, violence, family rupture, and
institutional neglect.
Dominant systems prioritise “normalcy” and
medicalisation over contextual understanding.
NCRB data shows one-third of suicides due to
family issues, and 10% due to relationship
breakdowns.
Distress arises from intertwined biological,
psychological, social, cultural and political
factors.
Care must include meaning-making,
relationships, safety, and autonomy, not only
medication or housing.
Trust deficits cause service disengagement;
long-term relational care is essential.

Challenges
Systemic change needs resources, training,
and redesign.
Biomedical bias persists due to institutional
inertia.
Workforce shortage: 0.75 psychiatrists per
100,000 people.
High stigma and low help-seeking remain
barriers.

Stakeholders
Patients: dignity, trust, non-linear recovery.
Families: need support structures.
Government: resource allocation & rights-
based implementation.
Practitioners: require trauma-informed,
contextual competence.

Way Forward
Strengthen rights-based, dignity-first mental
healthcare.
Empower community and peer practitioners
with training & pay.
Expand task-sharing via ASHAs/social workers.
Use implementation science for context-
specific solutions.
Address root causes—poverty, discrimination,
housing insecurity.
Incorporate relational healing and meaning-
making in care.
Improve continuity of care through trust-
building mechanisms.

Static Linkages
Art. 21 – Right to Life & Dignity
UNCRPD – Autonomy, community
living, anti-discrimination
Mental Healthcare Act 2017 – Rights-
based, humane treatment
National Health Policy 2017 – Mental
health integration
Social determinants of health (NCERT
Sociology)
NITI Aayog’s inclusive development
focus

Critical Analysis
Strengths

Centers dignity, autonomy,
intersectionality.
Addresses structural and relational
roots of distress.
Supports continuous, real-world, trust-
based care.
Validates role of community workers
and lived experience actors.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

National Convention on Health Rights (Dec 11–
12, 2025) held in New Delhi between Human
Rights Day and UHC Day.
Organised by Jan Swasthya Abhiyan (JSA),
marking 25 years of health rights advocacy.
Brings together 400+ health professionals,
activists and community leaders to discuss a
rights-based health agenda.

Key Points
Rising privatisation through PPPs transferring
public hospitals/medical colleges to private
entities.
Weak regulation: Clinical Establishments Act,
2010 poorly enforced; issues of overcharging,
unnecessary procedures, opaque billing.
Low public health spending: ~2% of Union
Budget, $25 per capita; high out-of-pocket
expenditure persists despite insurance
schemes.
Health workers face low wages, insecure
contracts, inadequate protections.
Medicines: 80% outside price control;
irrational drug combinations and high markups
common.
Special focus on discrimination (Dalits,
Adivasis, Muslims, LGBTQ+ groups, persons
with disabilities).
Links health outcomes to food security,
climate change, environmental pollution.

Static Linkages
Right to Health flows from Article 21 (SC
interpretations).

Public health under State List, but medical
education, population control under
Concurrent List.
National Health Policy 2017 target: 2.5% of GDP
for health spending.
DPCO regulates essential drug prices under
Essential Commodities Act (1955).
Alma-Ata & Astana Declarations emphasise
Primary Health Care & UHC.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Strengthens rights-based narrative for UHC.
Push for regulating private healthcare and
protecting patients.
Highlights gaps in insurance-centric models.
Advances community-led, decentralised health
governance.

Challenges
Chronic underfunding and unequal access.
Regulatory gaps deepen exploitation in private
sector.
Prevalent social discrimination.
Workforce precarity weakens system resilience.

Way Forward
Raise public health spending to NHP target.
Enforce private sector regulation: pricing,
patient rights, grievance systems.
Improve workforce conditions and job security.
Expand price control, boost public-sector drug
manufacturing.
Strengthen primary health care and local
planning.
Integrate health with climate, nutrition, and
pollution control policies.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

India marks 150 years of Vande Mataram,
written by Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay
and published with Anandamath (early 1880s).
A parliamentary commemoration turned into a
political clash between the ruling party and the
Opposition.
The ruling party linked the 1937 INC decision to
sing only two stanzas to communal tensions
leading to Partition.
The Opposition argued the debate should
focus on present socio-economic issues.
The episode raises broader questions on
national symbols, secular identity, and
historical interpretation.

Key Points
INC (1937) adopted only the first two stanzas
for inclusivity; millions across religions
chanted it during the freedom struggle.

The Constitution recognises Vande Mataram as
National Song (implied through Constituent
Assembly proceedings).
Current debate risks revisiting historical
grievances, contrary to its unifying legacy.
Highlights tension between national identity,
political narratives, and secular nationhood.

Static Linkages
Bengal Renaissance and Bankim Chandra’s role
in early nationalism.
Constituent Assembly debates on national
symbols and secularism.
Preamble values: unity, fraternity, secularism.
Causes of Partition: communal politics, colonial
strategies, political negotiations (NCERT).
Distinction: National Anthem vs. National Song
in judicial interpretations.
Role of cultural symbols in nation-building.

Critical Analysis
Strengths

Anniversary promotes reflection on inclusive
nationalism.
Reinforces constitutional values of unity and
fraternity.
Revives historical awareness among citizens.

Concerns
Politicisation can trigger communal sensitivities.
Debates on past symbols may overshadow
present governance needs.
Risk of revisionist or one-sided narratives.
Oversimplifying Partition ignores larger
structural causes.

Stakeholder Views
Government: Cultural assertion,
reinterpretation of history.
Opposition: Prioritise current challenges;
highlight secular accommodation.
Public: Preference for policy-focused debate.
Academia: Caution against reductive historical
claims.

Way Forward
Encourage evidence-based historical education.
Ensure parliamentary debates stay focused yet
respectful of history.
Foster pluralistic interpretations of national
symbols.
Strengthen unity through dialogue and inclusive
commemorations.
Uphold constitutional secularism in public
discourse.

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY



KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

A fire at Birch by Romeo Lane nightclub,
Arpora (Goa), killed 25 people.
The club operated without a fire NOC; a
panchayat demolition notice was never
enforced.
Wooden interiors, poor ventilation, and a
basement layout caused rapid smoke spread
and asphyxiation.
Recurs across India—Virudhunagar firecracker
blasts, Kolkata old-building fires, Kurnool bus
fire, hospital fires—showing systemic
regulatory failure, not policy gaps.
Goa CM has ordered a magisterial inquiry.

Key Points
Clear regulatory breach: No NOC, illegal
structure, ignored demolition order.
High-risk design: Combustible décor, confined
spaces, inadequate exits.

Governance gaps: Corruption, political patronage,
weak enforcement.
Tourism angle: Rapid proliferation of illegal
nightclubs in Goa.
National pattern: Enforcement is the exception;
violations routine.

Static Linkages
Disaster Management Act, 2005: Mandates
prevention, mitigation, district-level enforcement.
Right to Life (Art. 21): Implies safe public spaces.
Local governance (Art. 243G): Responsibility for
safety norms.
Building by-laws & National Building Code:
Framework for fire-prevention standards.
Ethical obligations of administrators:
Accountability, non-dereliction of duty.

Critical Analysis
Strengths

Quick inquiry ordered; awareness increasing.
NDMA guidelines offer a ready framework.

Challenges
Regulatory capture: Political shielding of illegal
establishments.
Compliance failure: NOCs, licensing, and audits
often bypassed.
Weak local enforcement: Limited authority,
capacity, and follow-through.
Low business incentives: Profit motives
overshadow safety.
Infrastructure gaps: Old, unplanned structures
remain vulnerable.

Stakeholders
Citizens: Loss of life, demand accountability.
Businesses: Cost-cutting drives non-compliance.
Local bodies: Under-resourced, influenced, or
ignored.
State authorities: Coordination issues,
bureaucratic inertia.

Way Forward
Mandatory periodic e-audits, publicly accessible.
Empower local bodies to enforce and incentivize
fire-safe design.
Training for staff in high-footfall establishments.
Strict penal action for operating without NOCs.
Independent state-level fire regulator.
GIS-based risk mapping and planning integration.
Community awareness as part of local
governance.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

The US released NSS 2025, marking a major
shift from post-WWII liberal internationalism to
the America First/MAGA worldview.
Reorients US priorities on Europe, Eurasia,
China, Russia, trade, and alliances.
India must recalibrate its strategic approach in
Asia, the Indo-Pacific, and its neighbourhood.

Key Points
Western Hemisphere First: Monroe Doctrine
revived; Latin America becomes top priority.
Selective US Engagement: US will act only
when core interests are threatened; reduced
global policing.
Civilisational Pluralism: Rejects liberal
universalism; supports sovereign political
choices — aligns with India’s strategic
autonomy.
Economic Nationalism: Tariffs, reshoring,
industrial revival central to security;
partnerships judged by economic benefit.
Russia & China not ‘existential threats’: Opens
space for US–Russia thaw; creates uncertainty
for India on China.
Harsh on Europe: Critiques EU structures;
supports nationalist movements.
Asia as Key Theatre: Indo-Pacific vital, but
confrontation with China no longer inevitable.
Managed US–China competition: Economic ties
+ deterrence approach → ambiguity for
partners.
India: Gains flexibility as a non-ally but must
boost military capabilities quickly.
Middle East Recast: Less about oil; more about
AI, nuclear, defence technology.

Critical Analysis
Opportunities

Supports India’s strategic autonomy.
More room for India in Indo-Pacific as US steps
back.
Potential easing of US–Russia tensions
benefits India.
Technology-focus in Middle East aligns with
India’s strengths.

Risks
US–China rapprochement could reduce India’s
leverage.
Tariffs and economic nationalism may hurt
Indian exports.
Europe–US tensions complicate India’s
balancing efforts.
Higher burden on India for regional security.

Stakeholders
India: Needs faster military build-up.
US allies: Fear reduced commitments.
China & Russia: Mixed reactions; greater room
for manoeuvre.

Way Forward
Accelerate defence modernisation.
Deepen ties with Europe, Russia, ASEAN,
Japan, Australia.
Manage US tariffs; strengthen tech diplomacy.
Pursue stable engagement with China.
Expand Indian Ocean presence under SAGAR.
Invest in AI, semiconductors, defence tech.
Maintain calm in South Asia to avoid external
intervention.

Static Linkages
Strategic autonomy; multi-alignment;
balance of power; Monroe Doctrine
(1823); Indo-Pacific’s trade
significance; India’s Middle East
dependence; Quad’s balancing role;
economic nationalism parallels.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

India’s labour market is dominated by self-
employed workers in 7.3 crore unincorporated
enterprises employing 12+ crore people (2023–
24).
ASUSE shows extremely low productivity
among Own Account Enterprises (OAEs) that
hire no workers.
New labour codes and formalisation efforts
highlight the need to lift productivity in small
units to drive job creation.
A 10% rise in GVA → 4.5% rise in hired workers,
proving productivity directly affects
employment.

Key Points
OAEs = 87% of non-agricultural enterprises;
HWEs generate 7.5× GVA compared to OAEs.
Lack of formalisation persists due to
compliance burden, fear of taxation, poor
contract enforcement.
Only 10–12% enterprises access formal credit
→ restricts capital formation.
Credit significantly boosts productivity:

Medium enterprises: +72% GVA
Large enterprises: 3× GVA

Digital adoption (basic ICT, payment apps,
marketplaces) correlates with higher
productivity.
Schemes such as MUDRA, UDYAM, ONDC,
Digital MSME, DISHA remain under-utilised by
micro-enterprises.

Static Linkages
Role of informal sector—NSSO, PLFS,
Economic Survey.
Concepts of GVA, productivity—NCERT
Economics.
Formalisation under labour codes and MSME
policies (India Year Book).
Credit constraints—RBI MSME Committee
Report 2019.
Digitalisation & enterprise growth—NITI Aayog
& Digital India framework.

Critical Analysis
Pros

Scaling OAEs could generate mass
employment.
Formalisation improves credit access and
market linkages.
ICT use reduces costs and increases efficiency.
Differentiated credit can push enterprises
from subsistence → expansion.

Challenges
High compliance costs deter formalisation.
Banks avoid lending due to lack of
documentation, collateral.
Weak digital literacy limits ICT adoption.
Delayed payments and poor contract
enforcement hurt MSME viability.

Way Forward
Simplify formalisation via single-window
systems.
Promote cash-flow–based lending, strengthen
TReDS.
Digital handholding through local facilitators
and vernacular tools.
Improve contract enforcement and payment
security.
Cluster-based MSME development; targeted
vocational training.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

An Ernakulam court convicted six accused in
the 2017 abduction and assault of a woman
actor; prime accused Pulsar Suni found guilty
of gang rape and related charges.
Actor Dileep was acquitted; the State will
appeal.
The case triggered large-scale solidarity under
“Avalkkoppam – I’m with her”, breaking
industry silence.
Led to institutional reforms: formation of
Women in Cinema Collective (WCC), Justice
Hema Committee (2017), and POSH Act
coverage extended to film sets via Kerala High
Court.

Key Points
Justice Hema Committee (report made public
2023) exposed:

Demands for sexual favours for roles.
Lack of safe workplaces — basic facilities
absent for women.
Unregulated working conditions in
Malayalam cinema.

Case highlighted continuing issues in:
Proving conspiracy, delaying justice.
Persistent power imbalance and misogyny
in film industries.

Strengthened national conversation on POSH
implementation in informal sectors.

Static Linkages
Articles 14, 15(3), 21 → gender equality &
dignity.
DPSPs (39, 42) → humane work conditions.
Criminal Law Amendments (2013 & 2018) →
expanded sexual offence definitions.
POSH Act, 2013 → workplace safety; Internal &
Local Committees.
CEDAW → influences gender rights
jurisprudence (Vishaka case).

Critical Analysis
Strengths

Increased public solidarity; women speaking
out.
Triggered institutional scrutiny of film
industries.
Extended POSH compliance to informal
sectors like cinema.

Challenges
High evidentiary standards → difficulty proving
conspiracy.
Informal nature of industry → weak regulation.
Fear of retaliation prevents reporting.
Slow trials weaken survivor trust.

Stakeholder Views
Survivors: demand accountability, safety.
State: focuses on appeal, policy corrections.
Industry: compelled toward structural reform.

Way Forward
Strengthen POSH enforcement in informal
workspaces.
Fast-track gender violence cases.
Industry-wide grievance mechanisms in
cinema.
Mandatory gender-sensitisation training.
Improve victim protection and anonymity.
Use Nirbhaya Fund for workplace safety
infrastructure.
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