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Citizenship under CAA only after scrutiny: SC

Act provides enforceable rights but refugees
will require to be screened first, says court

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

e Supreme Court
ea Tuesdiy sadd
confierment of
righti saocised witl s
dian citizenship to people

and protected under the
Citizenship (Amendment)
Act, woilld be whaolly de
pendent on whether their
ehaims uem out 1o be true,

The count said that

though  the  Cidrenship
{Amendsent) Act, 2040,
T intridiaced <hanges in
favour of granting “enfor-
ceable rights” to persecut-
ed religious  minorites
from these countries, o
ery such claim would haree
Wy b enguined Ene and
werified by the authorities.

from a Bench of Chief s

Petitioner flagged panic among the refugees
from nelghbouring nations after SIR began

thoe of Indis Surys Kamy
and Justice Joymualys Bag-
chil camneon a petition filed
by ars NGO, Astnsadeep.
The RGO subesiened than
these groups, especially

Fear of statelessness

Koy inps raand inthe pricon segarding proscuoed
mancities from Alpharistan, Bangladesh and Pakistan

clal intensive revishon (51K}
of elecioral rolls woukd
render them sasehess

® The sckeoatrdpmanl ot
P e D kT

ol an application kx & omlicate of
PSSR et b trRatad I

Chief Justice Kant said
the eomferment ol Indian
citieenship was not a ghen
Toe CAA applicasts,

They should falfil cer-
tairs coewditions, and in due
Course, apply for in-
chighon on the voters' lisg,
b s, Thee comrt, howresy:

il ot of predkeg RS
Gebermination, st beast for the SIE

50 Section JMbof  hists, Jains, Parsls, and  sald the snborities had
Christians. Section 68 of  Lryed the isuance of the o

o

[raniso

the Citizership {Amend-
sl Act ICAA) emempiid
religious minorities from
Afghaniisan, Basgadesh,
and Fakistan who entered

e CAA allows hise pef-
sona to apply for grant of
certificate of registration
or certificate of naturalisa:
i, Thee NGO anpeed tha
being  ihose who apply for nabu-
raiiation should ot be di
petved of citizens” rights
These  comsunites  and privideges.
were Hindus, Sikhs, Budd However, the petition

eiserahi cerlifcates,

“Expased to risk
This, coupled with the
the Centre, seeking a res- manrecognition of ack-
ponse. It posted the case
Tiog heatfegt et week.
The NGO, in s petition
Tl Whrcaihs advoate A
Ish Ry, submitsed tha the

nortedgment recelpis dur
g the ongodrg Special In-
temstve Revision (SIE), has
el 4 STt COnEtiE
thonal crisds.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News
e SC held that rights under the CAA for

minorities from Pakistan, Afghanistan, and
Bangladesh depend on verification of their
claims.

Observation came during hearing of NGO

Aatmadeep’s plea that migrants in West Bengal

fear exclusion during Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls.

Petition highlighted delays in issuing
citizenship certificates.

SCissued notice to Centre and ECI; hearing
next week.

Key Points

CAA exempts six minority communities
entering India before 31 Dec 2014 from “illegal
migrant” status.
Section 6B enables them to apply for
registration/naturalisation.
SC clarified:
o CAA does not grant automatic citizenship.
o Each application requires proof of minority
status, residence, persecution, and mode
of entry.
o Voting rights arise only after formal grant
of citizenship.
Non-recognition of acknowledgment receipts
during SIR risks wrongful exclusion from
electoral rolls.

Static Linkages

Citizenship governed by Citizenship Act, 1955;
Constitution covers only initial citizenship.
Modes: birth, descent, registration,
naturalisation, territory incorporation.
Naturalisation via Third Schedule conditions.
Electoral rolls: RPA 1950.

“The affected persons,
Aalreacy recognised by P
persecused

Hament as
norities of

Afghanistar,
Bangladesh and Pakistan
whi entered India desery-

Chief Justioe K sasd
the grant of Indian citirer-
ship was subject to fuldl
ment of certain conditions.

“You are claiesing that  hod
wou are engithed by virtue

of these a

mended provi
shons in the CAA 1o beoome
citinien of this cousary. But
you have mot been con
ferred cilizership so far.,
The amended provisions
might have conferred
»  some enforceable rights in
o ol 1o seek gitisen:
ship, but cach and every
AANATY Fedquirement s
1 be determined, b, do

Plea said govt. had delayed issue of citizenship
certificates, which created a constitutional crisis

you belotg to any minority
'l im that coumtry; were you
mi resident of the coantry of
istan,  which minerity were per-
mitted 1o come o Indéa;
and in what capadity kine
ol goEne 1o India” Chiel
soe Kart -

explained.

The CJ1 sadd that if the
- povernment has made a
» |, there would be a fol-
lowing mechanim to im
phemsent the lew, in this
came, to determine claims
of citizenship by namemli-
sation from refugees who
fed these  (hree
coRntries,

The Chief Justice noted
that orce sucha person be-
camne 3 muturslised citiren

dwe process, he or
shve coukd apply under the
statwory scheme for entry
it the voter e,

e clighle nanss, e
mcged.

India not a signatory to 1951 Refugee
Convention; Article 21 jurisprudence covers
dignity & protection.

Non-refoulement reflected in SC rulings
though not codified.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Ensures due process and prevents fraudulent
claims.

Protects integrity of electoral rolls.

Aligns humanitarian intent with administrative
checks.

Concerns

Delayed certificates - fear of statelessness.
Many migrants lack documentary proof.
Proof of persecution remains ambiguous.
Centre-State friction, especially in border
states.

Differential treatment across refugee groups
raises ethical concerns.

Stakeholder Viewpoints

Migrants: seek security, rights, inclusion.
States: stress administrative burden.
ECI: must avoid wrongful exclusion.
Centre: aims to operationalise CAA with
safeguards.

Way Forward

Time-bound SOPs for processing CAA claims.
Temporary document protection during SIR.
Uniform, transparent criteria for proving
persecution.

Better coordination between MHA-States-ECI.
Consider a comprehensive refugee framework.



Top court criticises Election Commission’s
‘mechanical’ answers to SIR-related issues

Krishnadas Rajagapal

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday  remonstrated
with the Election Commis-
sion of India (EC) for giving
“mechanical and cyclos-
tyled” answers every time
a human problem is pre-
sented in court by anxious
voters about the ongeing
special intensive revision
(S1R) of electoral rolls.

Chief Justice of India $u-
rya Kant voiced the top
court’s exasperation at re-
peatedly being witness to
the EC trying to parry the
practical difficulties raised
in the court with statistics
on the number of enumer:
ation forms that have been
submitted and digitised.

T.N. migrant workers®
WS

The latest  instance
came while the court was
hearing applications seek-
ing an extension of time to
submit the enumeration
forms in Tamil Nadu.

The appl said that

nual pilgrimage to Sabari-
mala and will only return
by Pongal in mid-January.
The enumeration phase,
however, is set o end on
December 11 in the State.

The Election Commis-
slon’s response was a blank
statement: “99.27% enum-
eration forms were re-
ceived and digitised in Ta-
il Nad.”

“For you, it is %% and
97% every time a practical
difficulty is raised in this
cokirt, Your answers are al-
ways mechanical and cy-
clostyled,” the Chief Justice
berated the EC.

Another applicant sub-
mitted that 56 lakh people
wene yet tosubmit their en-
umeration forms in the
State.

“Extension needed”
The hearing also saw the
Kerala government, repre-
sented by advocate CK. Sar
si, seek a further extension
of two weeks for electors in
the State to submit their
ion  forms.  He

many people living in the
hilly regions of the State
were migrant workers, and
many leave for their an-

said that over 20 lakh vo-
ters were yet to submit
thelr forms. The EC had
earlier extended the dea-

dline i Kerala from De-
cember 11 to December 18,

“There are students
who are studying omside
the State, On a personal
front, there are also la-

wyers like me. We are wait-
ing for the Christmas vaca-
tions to go back and submit
our forms,” senior advo-
cate PV, Surendranath
sad, explained the pract-
cal difficulties.

Here 100, the EC res-
ponded by stating that
97.4%% enumeration forms
have been digitised in Ker-
ala.

Senior advocate Rakesh
Dwivedi, for the EC, sald
the State’s submission was
“speculative”,  claiming
that the poll body had its
“fingers on the pulse” in
Kerala. =We are monitor-
ing,” Mr. Dwivedi submit-

ted. The court posted the
case on December 18 o as-
sess the situation to pass
appropriaste  orders, il
THCEREArY,

BLOs exhausted

Justice joymalya BEagehi
questioned whether the EC
was “too much of a driving
force”, leaving booth-level
afficers (BLOS) exhausted.

The EC dismissed the
notion as a “political narra-
tive floating around=. It
said there were only 1,200
voters in every polling
booth, and the BLO for the
booth had 37 days to sub-
mit and collect enumera-
tion forms from them. “A
BLO can cover them all in
37 days at the pace of 35
voters a day.. There are
small hamlets in some
places. A BLO could easily
visit six or seven houses
and compbete the daily qu-
ota,” Mr. Dwivedi
rationalised,

But Justice Bagchi sald
the explanation made it
seem as though a BLO'S job
was merely “desk work”.

“It is sheer leg work.
They have to leg it house
after house, verify the de-

tails, travel back and
upload the enumeration
forms. There is pressure
an the BLOE... We are not
on ‘narratives’, as you put
it... We had taken note of
strain on BLOs in our order
on December 4" Justice
Bagchi addressed the EC
counsel.

On Decemiber 4, the top
court had put the onus on
the States to substitute
BLOs who fall sick on the
job or depute additional
personnel for SIR ¢mimer
ation work to reduce
stress, Tuesday's hearing
saw the court clarify that
the December 4 order
would be applicable on a
pan:India basis.

On Tuesday, Mr. Dwive-
di contended that it was
not the EC, but ruling polit-
ical parties hostile to the
SIR i States ke West Ben
gal and Kerala, whao are in-
terfering with the BLOs'
work.

“In Kerala, the Congress
party has said the CPIM) is
putting pressure on the
BLOs.. Stress s coming
maore from the political
parties,” Mr. Dwived] sub-
mitted for the EC,

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

Supreme Court rebuked ECI for routinely
giving statistical, template-like replies to voter
difficulties during the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls.

Tamil Nadu and Kerala sought deadline
extensions as lakhs of voters — migrants,
students, pilgrims — could not submit forms in
time.

Court highlighted overburdening of BLOs and
stressed the need for realistic field-level
assessment.

Key Points

EC repeatedly cited 97-99% digitisation,
ignoring ground issues.

56 lakh voters pending in Tamil Nadu; 20 lakh
pending in Kerala.

Kerala requests another two-week extension.
Court: BLOs face heavy leg work, not mere
desk tasks.

Court’s December 4 direction to
support/replace overstretched BLOs made
pan-India.

EC alleges political interference affecting BLO
work.

Static Linkages

Electoral roll revision under RPA 1950
(Sections 15-23).

Article 324 empowers ECIl over elections &
rolls.

BLO functions guided by ECI Handbook.
Right to vote = statutory right; free and fair
elections = basic structure.

Judicial review under Articles 32 & 142.

Critical Analysis
Pros
e Ensures inclusiveness in voter registration.
e Judicial oversight improves responsiveness
and procedural fairness.
e Support mechanisms for BLOs may improve
accuracy of rolls.
Cons / Challenges
e EC’s data-heavy replies overlook local realities.
* High pending forms indicate access and
logistics gaps.
e BLO fatigue may reduce quality and accuracy.
¢ Alleged political pressures undermine trust.
Stakeholder Viewpoints
e Voters: Risk exclusion.
e States: Need flexible timelines.
e ECI: Claims adequate progress.
e Court: Emphasises practical difficulties and
human-centric approach.

Way Forward

e Provide region-specific deadline flexibility.

e Deploy additional staff to reduce BLO burden.

¢ Use mobile enrolment teams for remote areas.

e Enhance digital self-enrolment, with ground
verification.

* Improve ECI’s grievance responsiveness
beyond statistics.

* Independent field audits to counter political
pressures.



Care as disability justice, dignity in mental health

60-year-old recalls eating leftovers as a
child, in the absersce of his birth family,
and, even today, is passively engaged

with life. A survivor of childhood abuse
says that she now views her prolidems as |
tcdust’), but only after being homeless and battling
Ensurmountable trauma, Then there isa
recollection by someone of stark abuse while
under psychiatric care, who was chained and
foroed to drink water from a washroom because
they wene deemed ‘unmanageable’,

These stories embody suffering in ways that
numerical data fail to capture, These are stories
that spatlight how different people are impacted
aned respond differently to distress and care,
based on their contexts and beliefs, A kack of
risks

it to unpack these v
shrinking the immersive exploration that is
warranted. It may touch the surface of healing
amnd venture a litthe beyond but will altimately
relegate the dumulsc that s'pndzgh ts barriers,
antitudes, socl
systems to the margins.

Yet, dominant approaches i psychosoclal
disability continue to view these experiences
through a deficits lens, as they are focused on
“inmtegration” inte commaunities that hold
stereotypical undersiandings of productive living,
a reductionist imagination of “the normal’, and a
social order that goes unquestioned. The gaps in
mental health-care scoess continue o range from
TO%-90% globally. While third generation
medications promise fewer side-effects and
evidence based therapies proliferae, the
fundamental questions remain.

The gaps

We argue that mental health care must be
radically relmagined as the primary pursuic of
dignity and disability justice that centres equity,
inclusion, and diversity, highlighting complexities
with all thelr nuances; as the practice of staying
with people and persisting alongside them
through suffering, whether that suffering ks
relational, material, or structural in nature. Care
in this lens ks a process of individual-level
mcaning making, responding o adverse life
events, relnional disruptions and existential
querics, while fulfilling needs for safety,
relationships, everyday wins, and
problem-solving. It is also 2 tusse between one's
contest and ones chosen path, complicating the
narrative and the care plan,

To untangle the knots between mental health
amndd the social context we must start with asking
what kind of world creates such suffering, and
haw can one standardise essential protocols
while achieving persanalisition a1 scabe,

Sustained material and relational deprivation,

L

Vandana
G

both as a cause and an outcome of mental il
hwlll. aften go unacddressed, resulting in a range
of boges. An example i found in the National

Crime Records Bureau (NCRE) data on suicides,
which while reducing causes 1o monotonic
categories as reported by police, shows thata
third of suicides in India are due o family

Iswith The Bamyan
and Banryan Acadermy
of Leadership in
Merital Healih and ks
@ mental healih and
wogial carg
peacttioner and case
Fysbann reseascher

Mesital Healts, and i3
& rprital Keahth snd
ozial cane
pmcitionar and cat
sysbers seseae ther

Mental health
care must be
radically
reimagined as
the primary
pursuit of
dignity and
disability justice
that gives
Importance to
equity,
inclusion

and diversity

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

* New discussions highlight how current mental-
health systems ignore lived experiences of

prob anather tenth due to relational
rllplurw- Feelings of shame, rejection, alienation
and abandonment that underlie distress ane
rarely spoken about, limiting both the language
and expression of peyehic pain, Solutions often
attempt to fix patterns (labelbed ‘maladapiive’),
placing the ams for broken relationships, social
withdrawal and loss of vitality squarely on the

n.
Multiple explamations for distress may persist
mﬁumbwhp:al

What if we thought critically, practised with
wmm and ||um=r1mlm. longitudiral -m-'u

rr-l:mtwdasih‘ rlmliwul'nlalinnaljm'v;rand
examine concerns that sustain distress and
approaches that suffuse hope in complex

joxs. This oot |
econamic security, o finding hope in spiritual
practice, one's goals and community connection.
The focus shifts from treatment to “what does this
person need to fve the life they want?”,
recognising that there are variegated and yet valid
ways of understanding and responding to
distress,

A secondary et important gain might address
the one issue that affects all mental health work
engagement with a service and contimuity of care,
Mwmkmmam«m

(neur
markers), ps)dwl@c:l{lca.rmd ltcms
cognitive frameworks), maltlmlanun
economic precarity, discrimination), cultural
{loss of tmd.runml rmanmgsymrns} pD]Idva]

structures, d

and historical (intergenerational trauma, ctllonLal
legacies). These explanations do not exist in
Isolation. They are overlapping and intersect with
«caste, class, gender and queer identities in ways
that shape both the experience of suffering and
access io care. Kather than viewing these as.

d Jose faith and trust for
inmumerable rezsons. This disengagement could
often result in a downward spiral into states of
despair, loneliness and homelessness. Building
trust imvolves honest collaborations, dialogic
practice and acceptance of nomn-linear ourcomes.

Justice beyond fair distribution of resources or
services, as espoused by Sanded, becomes
cemral; as a prooess of recognising what we owe
to one ancther and the moral threads holding our
relationships and soclety. In mental health care,
this mearuash:gw'mﬂmrmrspsimlsounlm

d that

Lanations and

approaches simubtanecusly,
‘On care

People experiencing emotional and social crises
or intense alienation require the space o grapple

dominant notons that locate these within
bialogical or social dnrrmumm!. I‘mme-umrks
obscure these

prulplwedsmmmg .\.nd importanily, whether
care can even be concefved without addressing
the contesxes that created harm in the firss place.

Static Linkages
[ ]

Art. 21 - Right to Life & Dignity

UNCRPD - Autonomy, community

living, anti-discrimination

e Mental Healthcare Act 2017 - Rights-
based, humane treatment

* National Health Policy 2017 - Mental
health integration

e Social determinants of health (NCERT
Sociology)

* NITI Aayog’s inclusive development
focus

Critical Analysis

“Transforming care, education and research St rengths

Mental health education may need to prepare
people w0 sit with discomior and uncertainty,
navigate the complexity of a person’s sockal
world, celebrate small wins, and remain open o
diverse

m.em.\l wellbtlrw;As mm:h as Ihinglllmneme

hes. Research priorities requine
il H

| &
u

orward
rather than anly Large-scale,

miay liey
pursue what upermmll) mem'nngfu! havinga
stable house or income alone cannot diminish
Feelings n[&smmmm [mm sc-ll'an.dllm workd.
While privileging tangibil
as:n:dxamn housing or :ﬂ: u‘ms&m and grit
and resilience hmldlm {which is not exclusively

importance, equally, care planning must
highlight the need for relational work that
engages with questions arounc

generalisable Aindings. These actions requine
examining micro-devel processes through

¥
mthocls that link practice and theary, enabling
continueas learmning abous what works, for
whaom, and how,

Mosa critically, those currently designated as
nomn- gpeclalLus and those who bring lived
Experience md bu b recognised and

i who bring

and imvulnerabilities, purpose and existential
incoherence, located in socialecological
comtexts, [n these ideas lie the foundations of
disability justice, that embaoskies the spirit of
liberation and whaleness, and not mere
integration intoe an unequal world.

deprivation, abuse and trauma.

e Despite therapeutic advancements, the global

treatment gap remains 70-90% (WHO).

cummmmymsdomand contextual
understancing that formal training cannot
replicate, and receiving preparation and
resources that enable them to engage with the
same systemic support afforded 1o those with
professional credentials,

Challenges

inertia.

e Centers dignity, autonomy,
intersectionality.

e Addresses structural and relational
roots of distress.

* Supports continuous, real-world, trust-
based care.

e Validates role of community workers
and lived experience actors.

e Systemic change needs resources, training,
and redesign.
* Biomedical bias persists due to institutional

e Workforce shortage: 0.75 psychiatrists per
100,000 people.

» Experts call for shifting from a deficit-based e High stigma and low help-seeking remain
model to a dignity- and justice-centred barriers.
approach. Stakeholders
) e Patients: dignity, trust, non-linear recovery.
Key Points e Families: need support structures.

* Mental suffering is shaped by poverty,
exclusion, violence, family rupture, and
institutional neglect.

* Dominant systems prioritise “normalcy” and
medicalisation over contextual understanding.

* NCRB data shows one-third of suicides due to
family issues, and 10% due to relationship
breakdowns.

e Distress arises from intertwined biological,
psychological, social, cultural and political

factors.

e Care must include meaning-making,

relationships, safety, and autonomy, not only
medication or housing.
* Trust deficits cause service disengagement;

long-term relational care is essential.

e Expand

making

e Government: resource allocation & rights-
based implementation.

¢ Practitioners: require trauma-informed,
contextual competence.

Way Forward
e Strengthen rights-based, dignity-first mental
healthcare.

* Empower community and peer practitioners
with training & pay.

task-sharing via ASHAs/social workers.

e Use implementation science for context-
specific solutions.

e Address root causes—poverty, discrimination,
housing insecurity.

e Incorporate relational healing and meaning-

in care.

e Improve continuity of care through trust-
building mechanisms.



Charting an agenda on the right to health

imed between Human Rights Day
(December 10) and Universal Health
Coverage Day (December L1, a significant
mational gathering on public health is being
convened in New Delhl The Natlonal Converition
on Health Rights (December 11412, 2025), will offer
e

pricing and violations of patient rights. The
convention will advocate for effective
Implementation of regulatory frameworks
including rate standardisation, trans,

pricing, mandatory observance of the Charter of
Parient’s Rights, and accessible grievance redress
5.

a unique platform for around 400 health D, Abhary Shukla em:
essionals, commimity leaders and health 53 public haalth Inicdia has among the lowest financlal
activists 1o address Indias major health i allocations for public health globally, with just 2%

challemges, while charting an agenda on the right
1o health, Organised by Jan Swasthya Abhivan

of the Unbon Budget allocated for heatth

India dependent on public pmnsumltg strong
public health services remain essential,
I'ardclpmuswﬂlh@ﬂlﬂl comlml[y‘!ed madels
state-level ink for
mdmll.dng public systems, with decenralised
planning and community engagement. The vision
s to affirm health care 2= a fundamental right
anchored In robust, responsive public systems.

Ted social hi iies continue to

and annual per capita public i

(People’s Health Movement - India) which Swastirya Abhiyan £25. Out-of-pocket expenses remadn high, dﬁpum nfluence access 1o health care. A special session
comprises diverse networks and civil society disproportionate artention o on gender and soclal justice will foreground the
organksations from over 30 States, the convention government-supported health insurance ucpeﬂmmofmlls .\m'asus, Muslims, LGETQ
will draw lessons from the COVID-9 crisis, while schemes. At the convention, participants will P with disabilities and others.
strengthening right to health inidatives and examine the gap between claims and ground mwaniscm inclusion and
presentng ahernatives 1o the commercialisation realithes of these schemes and explore alternative | non-diserimination in health systems. The
of health care. financing frameworks centred on enhanced convention also links health to broader
government spending, reduced cut-of-pocket determinants, with a session covering food
Challenging privatization costs, and equitable access, security, environmental pollution and climane
A major ssue is the push for privattsation of change, which would explore intersectoral
pmllc hm!lhm Expansion of Justice for health workers strateggies for health.
hips is leading i The COVID-19 pandembc underscored the The convention has been timed during the
mnm-: wlml:h Facilities |.=t:uhamhlm=rm inispensable roles of Frontline doctors, nurses, winter session of Parliament, and dialogue will be
private players across India. This threatens 1o paramedics and support stafl. Yer, many sl face | held between debegates and Members of
disrmantle alresdy weakensd public services, b wangges, insecure employrment, and Parliament to highlight presing health policy
while making health care unaffordabile for cronis inadequate social security and working e,
of Indians who rely on public health-care conditions, During this convention, health This year marks the 25th anniversary of Jan
provigoning. Leaders from movements against worker associations will highlight the need for Swasthya Abhiyan (JSA). During this time, the JSA
privatization in Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, justice vo health workers and resilient health has worked acress over 20 States with women's
Murmbai, Madbya Pradesh and vribal districes of systems, arganisations, schence groups, rural movements,
Gujarat will share insights and strategies, while Medicines constitute up te half of a patient groups and civil society networks 1o
eritiquing the impacts of privatisation on health household's medical spending, vet more than advamoe diverse healbth rights and pro-peopde
Systems, mnl‘lrmhnmm!ndumm outside price policies, The convention will celebrate this
Commercial private health care in India has control. Irrational drsg cc legacy, renewing long-standing alliances, and
mapidly expanded, fuelled by domestic and The National marketing and high retail markups persist, The strategising for the future. The National
foreign imvestrments and pro-corporate policies, Convention on convention's session on aceess 1o medicines will — Convention on Health Rights is a call to action for
Bt this boom has not been matched by Health Righis examine regulatory gaps, pricing barriers, everyone in India whe believes that health must
necessary regulation. Much after the Clinical will offer a proposed removal of GST on medicines, and b a basic human right. Lessons from past
[Establishments (Registration and Regulation) Act taiform to expanding public sector production of essential campaigns will meet the energies of the present,
wits enacted in 2000, its implementation remains P 3 meedicines. shaping a popalar narrative and demands for
mominal, The consequences for patients indude 3‘]'!“-"5 Indlia's “Thie convention is to advocate for public health | policies to ensure the right to health for all in the
frequent evercharging and unnecessary medical major health systems that are capable of delivering universal, decade ahead, The overarching message remains
procedures such as caesarcan sections, opague challenges quality services. With over 80 crore people in clear: health care for people, not for profits.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context

National Convention on Health Rights (Dec 11-
12, 2025) held in New Delhi between Human
Rights Day and UHC Day.

Organised by Jan Swasthya Abhiyan (JSA),
marking 25 years of health rights advocacy.
Brings together 400+ health professionals,
activists and community leaders to discuss a
rights-based health agenda.

Key Points

Rising privatisation through PPPs transferring
public hospitals/medical colleges to private
entities.

Weak regulation: Clinical Establishments Act,
2010 poorly enforced; issues of overcharging,
unnecessary procedures, opaque billing.

Low public health spending: ~2% of Union
Budget, $25 per capita; high out-of-pocket
expenditure persists despite insurance
schemes.

Health workers face low wages, insecure
contracts, inadequate protections.
Medicines: 80% outside price control,
irrational drug combinations and high markups
common.

Special focus on discrimination (Dalits,
Adivasis, Muslims, LGBTQ+ groups, persons
with disabilities).

Links health outcomes to food security,
climate change, environmental pollution.

Static Linkages

Right to Health flows from Article 21 (SC
interpretations).

Public health under State List, but medical
education, population control under
Concurrent List.

National Health Policy 2017 target: 2.5% of GDP
for health spending.

DPCO regulates essential drug prices under
Essential Commodities Act (1955).

Alma-Ata & Astana Declarations emphasise
Primary Health Care & UHC.

Critical Analysis
Positives

Strengthens rights-based narrative for UHC.
Push for regulating private healthcare and
protecting patients.

Highlights gaps in insurance-centric models.
Advances community-led, decentralised health
governance.

Challenges

Chronic underfunding and unequal access.
Regulatory gaps deepen exploitation in private
sector.

Prevalent social discrimination.

Workforce precarity weakens system resilience.

Way Forward

Raise public health spending to NHP target.
Enforce private sector regulation: pricing,
patient rights, grievance systems.

Improve workforce conditions and job security.
Expand price control, boost public-sector drug
manufacturing.

Strengthen primary health care and local
planning.

Integrate health with climate, nutrition, and
pollution control policies.



Note of harmony

India must uphold social cohesion with
arejuvenated national purpose

anide Mataram, the salutation of India
v imagined as mother, inspired generations

of nation-builders who brought together
diverse sections of society to fight for freedom
from British colonialism. Written by Bankim
Chandra Chattopadhyay and published with his
novel Anandamath in the early 1880s, this year
marks the 150th anniversary of the song. Leaders
of the Indian National Congress (INC), which was
leading the national movement, decided in 1937
to use the first two stanzas at its gatherings, and
the Constitution of the modern Republic of India
accorded it the status of the national song. It is
only fitting that the country remembers the story
of the song, its spirit, and its purpose in nation-
building. Unfortunately, the parliamentary dis-
cussion to commemorate the anniversary of the
song turned into a partisan diatribe in which old
wounds were reopened and dormant grievances
reframed. The BJP, led by the Prime Minister in
the Lok Sabha and Home Minister Amit Shah in
the Rajya Sabha, sought to drive home the point
that the INC’s decision to use only the first two
stanzas sowed the seeds of the Partition, as the
Muslim League gathered support for a separate
state of Pakistan. The Opposition, led by Con-
gress MP Priyanka Gandhi Vadra in the Lok Sabha
and INC party president Mallikarjun Kharge in
the Rajya Sabha, explained the historical circum-
stances of the role of the song and questioned the
need for any debate at all on Vande Mataram. Ms.
Vadra said Parliament should be focusing on is-
sues of the present that concern everyday lives
rather than discussing the past.

The past is important for the present of a na-
tional community, but it is important to draw the
right lessons from history to avoid repeating mis-
takes. The national movement built unity among
various religious and linguistic communities and
sects by expanding the political space that they
all could share. In fact, the story of Vande Mata-
ram holds the path of accommodation and mu-
tual respect that unite faiths and communities.
Leaders of the national movement thought it was
wise to find common ground rather than impose
any faith. Millions of Muslims joined the chant of
Vande Mataram across the country, as they
marched alongside Hindus. While the unification
project was successful to a great extent, Partition
marked the fragile nature of that unity and
flagged a concern for the future, that the promo-
tion of any identity other than a secular, constitu-
tional Indian commonness can be dangerous at
any time. Inverting that history of harmony into a
cause of fissure serves no purpose. India must
uphold unity and harmony with a rejuvenated
national purpose. That indeed is the greatest sal-
utation to Mother India.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

India marks 150 years of Vande Mataram,
written by Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay
and published with Anandamath (early 1880s).
A parliamentary commemoration turned into a
political clash between the ruling party and the
Opposition.

The ruling party linked the 1937 INC decision to
sing only two stanzas to communal tensions
leading to Partition.

The Opposition argued the debate should
focus on present socio-economic issues.

The episode raises broader questions on
national symbols, secular identity, and
historical interpretation.

Key Points

INC (1937) adopted only the first two stanzas
for inclusivity; millions across religions
chanted it during the freedom struggle.

The Constitution recognises Vande Mataram as
National Song (implied through Constituent
Assembly proceedings).

Current debate risks revisiting historical
grievances, contrary to its unifying legacy.
Highlights tension between national identity,
political narratives, and secular nationhood.

Static Linkages

Bengal Renaissance and Bankim Chandra’s role
in early nationalism.

Constituent Assembly debates on national
symbols and secularism.

Preamble values: unity, fraternity, secularism.
Causes of Partition: communal politics, colonial
strategies, political negotiations (NCERT).
Distinction: National Anthem vs. National Song
in judicial interpretations.

Role of cultural symbols in nation-building.

Critical Analysis
Strengths

Anniversary promotes reflection on inclusive
nationalism.

Reinforces constitutional values of unity and
fraternity.

Revives historical awareness among citizens.

Concerns

Politicisation can trigger communal sensitivities.
Debates on past symbols may overshadow
present governance needs.

Risk of revisionist or one-sided narratives.
Oversimplifying Partition ignores larger
structural causes.

Stakeholder Views

Government: Cultural assertion,
reinterpretation of history.

Opposition: Prioritise current challenges;
highlight secular accommodation.

Public: Preference for policy-focused debate.
Academia: Caution against reductive historical
claims.

Way Forward

Encourage evidence-based historical education.
Ensure parliamentary debates stay focused yet
respectful of history.

Foster pluralistic interpretations of national
symbols.

Strengthen unity through dialogue and inclusive
commemorations.

Uphold constitutional secularism in public
discourse.



Wanton negligence
Regulatory failure was a contributory
factor in the Goa blaze
A technical report by the Directorate of Fire

and Emergency Services in Panaji has

laid bare the reasons for the devastating
blaze at the Birch by Romeo Lane nightclub in Ar-
pora, north Goa that claimed 25 lives. The night-
club had been operating without a valid fire de-
partment No-Objection Certificate (NOC). The
local panchayat had issued a demolition notice
for the unlicensed structure but this was not en-
forced. The building itself lacked essential safety
infrastructure, and its wooden panels and decor
and poorly ventilated basement led to the fire
spreading quickly and the victims being claimed
by toxic smoke and oxygen deprivation. The un-
fortunate pattern of the deadly blaze in Goa high-
lights the fact that such tragedies are not excep-
tional in India. There is one theme in tragedies
such as the firecracker factory explosions in Vi-
rudhunagar, Tamil Nadu, fires in hazardous old
buildings in Kolkata, the flames consuming a
sleeper bus in Kurnool in Andhra Pradesh, and
hospital fires across the country — the inadequa-
cy of regulatory enforcement. Fire safety remains
a low priority for regulators and administrators
despite recurring catastrophes pointing to the
same faults. The issue is not one of a deficit of
laws but their lax implementation or even delib-
erate circumvention without fear of consequenc-
es. Building codes, fire safety norms and licens-
ing requirements exist on paper, with
corruption, political influence, bureaucratic iner-
tia and, sometimes, even incompetence, creating
an ecosystem where violations are routine and
enforcement is the exception. With such an ena-
bling environment, establishments such as the
one in Arpora prioritise profits over safety. In the
case of Goa, a major tourist hub, there is the ad-
ded problem of proliferation of night clubs, many
of them illegal. The operation of these clubs with-
out licenses cannot be possible without political
patronage. In Arpora’s case, a magisterial inquiry
has been ordered by the Chief Minister.

The recurrence of fire accidents must catalyse
systemic change in India. Directly related to fire
safety, some reforms are key. First, fire safety au-
dits for establishments must be conducted pe-
riodically and the findings must be published an
an e-governance portal that tracks compliance
and fixes accountability. Second, community in-
itiatives about fire safety and hazards should be
mandated, and led by local governance institu-
tions. These institutions can also be empowered
to incentivise building owners to fit their esta-
blishments with fire exits and fire-resistant mate-
rials. Third, staff at high-risk establishments must
receive safety and crowd management training.
In sum, a fundamental shift in governance cul-
ture that prioritises citizen safety and holds the
regulatory apparatus accountable is a must.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

A fire at Birch by Romeo Lane nightclub,
Arpora (Goa), killed 25 people.

The club operated without a fire NOC; a
panchayat demolition notice was never
enforced.

Wooden interiors, poor ventilation, and a
basement layout caused rapid smoke spread
and asphyxiation.

Recurs across India—Virudhunagar firecracker
blasts, Kolkata old-building fires, Kurnool bus
fire, hospital fires—showing systemic
regulatory failure, not policy gaps.

Goa CM has ordered a magisterial inquiry.

Key Points

Clear regulatory breach: No NOC, illegal
structure, ignored demolition order.

High-risk design: Combustible décor, confined
spaces, inadequate exits.

Governance gaps: Corruption, political patronage,
weak enforcement.

Tourism angle: Rapid proliferation of illegal
nightclubs in Goa.

National pattern: Enforcement is the exception;
violations routine.

Static Linkages

Disaster Management Act, 2005: Mandates
prevention, mitigation, district-level enforcement.
Right to Life (Art. 21): Implies safe public spaces.
Local governance (Art. 243G): Responsibility for
safety norms.

Building by-laws & National Building Code:
Framework for fire-prevention standards.
Ethical obligations of administrators:
Accountability, non-dereliction of duty.

Critical Analysis
Strengths

Quick inquiry ordered; awareness increasing.
NDMA guidelines offer a ready framework.

Challenges

Regulatory capture: Political shielding of illegal
establishments.

Compliance failure: NOCs, licensing, and audits
often bypassed.

Weak local enforcement: Limited authority,
capacity, and follow-through.

Low business incentives: Profit motives
overshadow safety.

Infrastructure gaps: Old, unplanned structures
remain vulnerable.

Stakeholders

Citizens: Loss of life, demand accountability.
Businesses: Cost-cutting drives non-compliance.
Local bodies: Under-resourced, influenced, or
ignored.

State authorities: Coordination issues,
bureaucratic inertia.

Way Forward

Mandatory periodic e-audits, publicly accessible.
Empower local bodies to enforce and incentivize
fire-safe design.

Training for staff in high-footfall establishments.
Strict penal action for operating without NOCs.
Independent state-level fire regulator.

GIS-based risk mapping and planning integration.
Community awareness as part of local
governance.



HE US Natdorsad Security Sunat-
ey 2025, Issued bust week, is

moeethan

MAGA agendais now
America’s global strategy

then”. This stance aligns with Iprr\:I'l.'r-
ral nations

India, huad huarve

rities by 2 new administration.

against US interference in their Intemal

ﬁ

Yet, evenasitconfronts Europe, the NSS

‘opens space foran entente with Russia, It e

Dects Tn.unp‘swnwu.hnulal peace in Eu-
rope requires a new modus vivend] with

As anon-ally of the US, India retains
greater freedom of acton than treaty
That however,

critically om Delhi rapidhy al'vmhml!ums

It marks a decisive break from  peilitical arangements. Meseow and undersoares the centrality of oy deneers
mchmulfmm:mcknl\umlnnfwe'gl Fourth, matiomalisnbecomes enling the Ukraine war.
centr 1 Thie NSS prioel- Asta unlike Burope, ls portrayed asdy- WMMMMMWU-

aﬂ'bu'thc(hldw‘:r Illslhc tises resharing, and trade RAJA namicand central to America’s future. ity = brufia
festo of the inward-looking America First  balances. weping tariffs— incud- “The NSS reaffirms that a f dopen  —which Asian
‘moverent that propelled Donald Trump mmappllcﬂmmala flone from s MANDALA  indo-Pacific remalns vital to American  geopolities—thisisanoppertunisy: Toselze
Tk intothe White House. Y CRAJA prosperity and security. But ir, Irsclia

Forindia— Iuecsllmawrpmlsmm Mrshlpslhwum tconoml: sdvam.aﬁ.u InMemonlsnalmhamrdssanm \\aﬁdamndesmetmmd.lfmuu
ghons — the NSS 202 rather MoHAN eluctable confrontation with China. As in

ment, unity ol b

passibilities opened by a major shift in

American palicy. The NS§ distils the core

mdﬂwmmﬂacmwn
el — restraint

Rerritorial and i anda

Astr from bath Trump's

2017 anwd Joe Biden's 2022 strateghes bs the

N55's refection of the clabm that Russia and

China pose existential threats to America.

‘This siggrsalsa pew dynamic in grest-power
relations,

refection of liberal universallsm. It discards
the internationalist consensus that pro-
claimed America “pary vy price and
ber any burden”tosustain ghobal oeder.
Four major shifis stand out,
First, the NS puts the Western Hemi-

mmmmmnedwmdrkudeso( Tatggliect
of Latin America, it secksio re-cstablish US

for India,
l’qﬂhgla:tqmrlcr-cemury tndia -
USrivalry

wollkl nemiainan enduring feanre NWKI
palitics, A potential American mpproche-

ment with Russla under Trump would be
wedcome in Delhi. But Endia will view with
reater amdety Trump's gestures of recon=

cillationtowand Beifing.

Europe, te US wants allies and partners
in Asia to take greater responsibilivy for

their
and sharing the strategic burdens long
cartied by Washinglon,

Atthe same time, the NSS recogrises the
expansive scale of China's economic, mh
nological

cl[th:l.\\ihﬂ'nna.
sk anvd Eurasia, of course, are not st
about the US and China. India must deepen

igating the turbulenioe between them. In its
extended neighbourhood, Delbi must rein-
force partmerships with ASEAN, Australia,

Fapan,

CMETRETCE X 3 TIEAT poct urummms
produces an :nmmnutns)on m'lﬂ!

AT

clal rda‘uvnshlr w:1h Eeljing and the m
5 deter

‘The NS5 also refirames Amesica’s inter-

o
l«wihwrlrmn- driverof USmegional en-
Wﬂld'lls new domalns —

Dosc major cmllrnm m Us allies. and

= that will sham‘m!mnﬂsm(urc For
India, however. both the ervergy and non-

Static Linkages

o < Moreos Do Bunope st aepelbonl ol e NS sk o e Strategic autonomy; multi-alignment;
Second, tse new drategy ie notabout  and pronisestosp- of parers — mmnmmm Abwerve all, tlve NSS is & remirder, if indi-

American isolatbonism, especially vis-d-vis
Eurasia. India must prepare for a world in
which Washington ks selective — active

part right-wing movements seek:
Ingioavesum the contnent s aur-
rent political onder. Even mare

The N$Sis notably harshon
USaIIlL-a in Europe. It

the Quad = in maintaining a fa-
vourable regional balance, Yet It
also undeslines the need for

rectly, that the peoposition that Delhl must
pactfy its South Askan nelghbourheod. Any

balance of power; Monroe Doctrine

avert conflict with Pakistan willbe
stake, striking | Europe’s liberal America 1o preserve beneficlal s I..‘ g . MY oty }
e pitiamdmebbing coonomictiswi China Asawll b (1823); Indo-Pacific’s trade
T‘MM tln\lﬁmﬂamlbbcnlulﬂwt n:nmlmandwlhmrymr— m-,g.tmuppmng}u spend the coming vears monitoe- — preface tothe NSS.
Sivocuedtycomerva it it e Vg tveen WhingonandBeling:  nemmicossamemamnenond | SigNificance; India’s Middle East
o - The i - s on
dla. The N5 hat"nations  strsteqy s mm““themmm"m's mmkmwwwwmmﬁr afiairg fow The Inchian Eepeess. andl chstinguishad )

Tave thesove csethelrown 1o

paths; America does not seek to remake

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

e The US released NSS 2025, marking a major
shift from post-WWI!I liberal internationalism to
the America First/MAGA worldview.

Reorients US priorities on Europe, Eurasia,
China, Russia, trade, and alliances.
India must recalibrate its strategic approach in
Asia, the Indo-Pacific, and its neighbourhood.

current political order this balance will play out (n real-

dependence; Quad’s balancing role;
economic nationalism parallels.

Critical Analysis
Opportunities
e Supports India’s strategic autonomy.
More room for India in Indo-Pacific as US steps
back.
Potential easing of US—-Russia tensions
benefits India.
Technology-focus in Middle East aligns with

Key Points ) ) ] India’s strengths.
e Western Hemisphere First: Monroe Doctrine Risks
revivegl; Latin America becomes. top priority. e US-China rapprochement could reduce India’s
e Selective US Engagement: US will act only leverage

when core interests are threatened; reduced
global policing.

Civilisational Pluralism: Rejects liberal
universalism; supports sovereign political
choices — aligns with India’s strategic
autonomy.

Economic Nationalism: Tariffs, reshoring,
industrial revival central to security;
partnerships judged by economic benefit.
Russia & China not ‘existential threats’: Opens
space for US-Russia thaw; creates uncertainty
for India on China.

Harsh on Europe: Critiques EU structures;
supports nationalist movements.

Asia as Key Theatre: Indo-Pacific vital, but
confrontation with China no longer inevitable.
Managed US—-China competition: Economic ties
+ deterrence approach » ambiguity for
partners.

India: Gains flexibility as a non-ally but must
boost military capabilities quickly.

Middle East Recast: Less about oil; more about
Al, nuclear, defence technology.

Tariffs and economic nationalism may hurt
Indian exports.
Europe-US tensions complicate India’s
balancing efforts.
Higher burden on India for regional security.
Stakeholders

¢ India: Needs faster military build-up.
US allies: Fear reduced commitments.
* China & Russia: Mixed reactions; greater room
for manoeuvre.

Way Forward

* Accelerate defence modernisation.
Deepen ties with Europe, Russia, ASEAN,
Japan, Australia.
Manage US tariffs; strengthen tech diplomacy.
Pursue stable engagement with China.
Expand Indian Ocean presence under SAGAR.
Invest in Al, semiconductors, defence tech.
Maintain calm in South Asia to avoid external
intervention.
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key tojob growth
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

India’s labour market is dominated by self-
employed workers in 7.3 crore unincorporated
enterprises employing 12+ crore people (2023-
24).

ASUSE shows extremely low productivity
among Own Account Enterprises (OAEs) that
hire no workers.

New labour codes and formalisation efforts
highlight the need to lift productivity in small
units to drive job creation.

A10% rise in GVA » 4.5% rise in hired workers,
proving productivity directly affects
employment.

Key Points

OAEs = 87% of non-agricultural enterprises;
HWEs generate 7.5x GVA compared to OAEs.
Lack of formalisation persists due to
compliance burden, fear of taxation, poor
contract enforcement.
Only 10-12% enterprises access formal credit
- restricts capital formation.
Credit significantly boosts productivity:

o Medium enterprises: +72% GVA

o Large enterprises: 3x GVA
Digital adoption (basic ICT, payment apps,
marketplaces) correlates with higher
productivity.
Schemes such as MUDRA, UDYAM, ONDC,
Digital MSME, DISHA remain under-utilised by
micro-enterprises.

Static Linkages

Role of informal sector—NSSO, PLFS,
Economic Survey.

Concepts of GVA, productivity—NCERT
Economics.

Formalisation under labour codes and MSME
policies (India Year Book).

Credit constraints—RBI MSME Committee
Report 2019.

Digitalisation & enterprise growth—NITI Aayog
& Digital India framework.

Critical Analysis
Pros

Scaling OAEs could generate mass
employment.

Formalisation improves credit access and
market linkages.

ICT use reduces costs and increases efficiency.
Differentiated credit can push enterprises
from subsistence - expansion.

Challenges

High compliance costs deter formalisation.
Banks avoid lending due to lack of
documentation, collateral.

Weak digital literacy limits ICT adoption.
Delayed payments and poor contract
enforcement hurt MSME viability.

Way Forward

Simplify formalisation via single-window
systems.

Promote cash-flow-based lending, strengthen
TReDS.

Digital handholding through local facilitators
and vernacular tools.

Improve contract enforcement and payment
security.

Cluster-based MSME development; targeted
vocational training.



Kerala case has a silver
lining, breaks a silence

N MONDAY, over five years after the trial began in a
case thatrocked the Malayalam film industry, becom-
ing one of the most keenly followed proceedings in
Kerala, the district and sessions court in Ernakulam
pronounced its verdict: The first six accused in the 2017 abduc-
tion and sexual assault of a woman actor, including prime ac-
cused Pulsar Suni, were found guilty on multiple counts, in-
cluding gang rape, wrongful confinement, destruction of
evidence and taking and distributing obscene images. Other ac-
cused were found not guilty, including actor Dileep, whose al-
leged role in masterminding the attack was seen as areflection
ofthe industry’s rampant misogyny. Yet, supporters of the sur-
vivor have refused to be paralysed by dismay over the outcome.
They have, instead, once again rallied behind the slogan “Avalk-
koppam” — I'm with her — that had brought them together.

Since 2017, when the survivorwent to the police, this solidar-
ity,and the entrenched silence that it has helped break, hasbeen
the silver lining that glimmered through the cloud that hung
over the case. Waiving her right to anonymity, the survivor had
written in an Instagram post in January 2022 about finding
strength in her community of supporters. The Women in Cinema
Collective (WCC), which was formed in 2017 in response to the
incident, prevailed on the Kerala government to set up a com-
mittee headed by Justice K Hema that same year tolook intothe
Malayalam film industry’sculture of harassment and intimida-
tion. The Committee's report — the first of its kind in the country
—was submitted in 2019 and made public last year. It laid bare
anugly reality where sexual favours were oftendemanded inex-
change for work and where women were denied basic facilities
like toilets and changing rooms. As more women feltencouraged
to come forward with their stories of mistreatment and abuse, a
space opened up for conversations that had never happened be-
fore. Film sets across the country were, forthe firsttime, brought
under the ambit of the POSH Act — mandated by the Kerala
High Court in response to a petition by the WCC.

With the state government saying that it will appeal the trial
court’s decision, the road to justice may yet wind on. But the
dents and cracks in the structures of power across India’s film
landscape, which have long determined who is heard and who
issilenced, cannolongerbepapered over, Solidarity and courage
have enabled the journey so far; alarger reckoning must go on.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

* An Ernakulam court convicted six accused in
the 2017 abduction and assault of a woman
actor; prime accused Pulsar Suni found guilty
of gang rape and related charges.

e Actor Dileep was acquitted; the State will
appeal.

* The case triggered large-scale solidarity under
“Avalkkoppam - I’'m with her”, breaking
industry silence.

e Led to institutional reforms: formation of
Women in Cinema Collective (WCC), Justice
Hema Committee (2017), and POSH Act
coverage extended to film sets via Kerala High
Court.

Key Points
e Justice Hema Committee (report made public
2023) exposed:

o Demands for sexual favours for roles.

o Lack of safe workplaces — basic facilities
absent for women.

o Unregulated working conditions in
Malayalam cinema.

e Case highlighted continuing issues in:
o Proving conspiracy, delaying justice.
o Persistent power imbalance and misogyny
in film industries.
e Strengthened national conversation on POSH
implementation in informal sectors.

Static Linkages

e Articles 14,15(3), 21 -» gender equality &
dignity.

e DPSPs (39, 42) » humane work conditions.

e Criminal Law Amendments (2013 & 2018) ~»
expanded sexual offence definitions.

e POSH Act, 2013 » workplace safety; Internal &
Local Committees.

e CEDAW - influences gender rights
jurisprudence (Vishaka case).

Critical Analysis
Strengths
* Increased public solidarity; women speaking
out.
e Triggered institutional scrutiny of film
industries.
e Extended POSH compliance to informal
sectors like cinema.
Challenges
e High evidentiary standards - difficulty proving
conspiracy.
* Informal nature of industry » weak regulation.
e Fear of retaliation prevents reporting.
e Slow trials weaken survivor trust.
Stakeholder Views
e Survivors: demand accountability, safety.
e State: focuses on appeal, policy corrections.
e Industry: compelled toward structural reform.

Way Forward

e Strengthen POSH enforcement in informal
workspaces.

e Fast-track gender violence cases.

* |ndustry-wide grievance mechanisms in
cinema.

* Mandatory gender-sensitisation training.

* Improve victim protection and anonymity.

e Use Nirbhaya Fund for workplace safety
infrastructure.



