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Govt., Opposition spar over Vande Mataram

Nehru 'betrayed’ song by echoing Muslim League
leader Jinnah's communal concerns, says Modi

The Hindu Burean
NEW DELHI

he Centre and the

Oppasition an

Monday sparred in
the Lok Sabha over Vamde
Mataram, with Prime Mi
nister  Naremddra  Modi
terming it the voioe of the
freedom  movement that
had been *fragmented” by
the Comgress in its “surren:
der before the Muslim
League™.

Initiating the debate 1o
mark 150 years of the Na-
tional Song, Mr. Modi
claimed that India's first
Prime Minister Jawaharkal
Nehru “betrayed” the song
b echoing Muslim League
leader Muhammad Al Jin-
nal's communal concerns,

Leading the charge for
the Opposition, Priyvanka
Ganidhil Vadra questiomed
the need to have a debate
on the song and accused
the govermment of using it
to divert attention from
real isswes such as unem-

ployment  and  rising
prices.
She said the debate was

being held in the view of
Assemibly ebections in West
Bengal next year and o be-
vel fresh allegations agains
those who fought for the
couniry’s  freedom.  She
dared the ruling party to
have a debate on Nehru
and “close the chapter for
once and all™,

Earlier, Mr. Modi said
that every Indian breathing
the air of freedom owed 2
et to Vimde Mataram for
fostering the fight against
colonial rule, but tangeted
the Congress for truncat
ing the song.

“When the song turmed
50, we were still under
Eritish rule and at its cen-
tenary, we were under the
Emergency when certain
forces were trying 1o finish
Corstitutional rule in In-
dia. On s 150 anniver-
sary, it s tme to acknow-
ledge Vinde Mataram's
role in our freedom strug-
gle. Every Indian breathing
the air of freedom owes a
debt to Vande Mafaram,”
M. Moxdi sabd.

He said that the Cone
gress had compromised on

When the song murmed
S0rvears, we were still

under British rule. Az its centenary, we
were uncler Emergency when
. certain forces were trving
~ todinish Constinmional
rube in Inedia, On its 150

Vinde Materam and sur-
mendered before the Mus-
lim League.

He said Nehru wrote to
Netafi Subhas Chandra
Bose that following Jin-
mal's reservations aboil
Vande Mararam in 1937, he
had examined the back-
ground of Bankim Chandra
Chatterjee’s Amand Math,
the novel in which the song
appeared, and said that it
could irritate Muslims.

“There was a betrayal of
Vande Mataram; the Na-
thonal Song was sabotaged.

acknowbodge Viode
B Mtariis rode in
our freedom

NARENDHRA MO
Prifiss Misitit

This fragmentation of the
song by the Congress re
flected the polities of ap-
peasement and also bed o
its acceprance of the coun-
wry’s Partitlon,” Mr. Modi
said, referring to the cur-
rent official version of the
Nathonal Song as
fragmentation,

“Vamde Mataram was
written at a time when Brit-
fish rubers were trying to
impose God Save ihe
Queen’ on indians,” Mr.
Modi said, and added the
song went beyond being a

When we memion
Virnele Mataram, it

remingds us of the history of
o Troedom struggle. This

diechane is strange;
this sog hias made
a place in people’s
hearts; so what

is the need for a
debate?
PRIVAKKA
GANINIL VAR
Crangress MP

political mantra. “Vande
Mararam is not just a man-
wra for political fresdom; it
wae 3 spered war ery to rid
Bharatmata of the vestiges
of eolonkallem,” be sald,
Hitting back, Ms. Vadra
criticised Mr. Modl for tar-
peting Nehru and put up a
strong defence of the coun
try's first Prime Mindster.
“Since you keep talking
about Nehru, let us do one
thing - bet us assign a time

chapter once and for all.
After that, let us ik about
today’s ssues — price rise
amd unemployment,” she
said. “The topic that we ane

Is pam of the
soad of the country. When
we mention Vande Mara-

found a place in people’s
hearts; sowhat is the need
for a debate?™ Ms. Vadra
ke

Chronology of the song
She claimed that Bankim
Chandra had written anly
the first rwo staneas in 1875
and four stanzas were ad-
dixd 1o thee original compo-
sion seven years lier.
Refuting Mr. Modi, the
Congress MP from Waya-
nad listed the “chronola-
Ey" of the song and cited
comrespondence  between
Nehru and Bose, in which
Base urged Nehru to dis-
cuss the matter with Rabin-

for a discussion, listoutall  dranath

the insults against him...
debate it and cloge the

Tagore. .
She said the composi-
tion was. first sung by Ta-

Priyanka accuses govt. of using ‘strange’ debate to Since Nehru is on your mind, let's assign a time,

divert attention from unemployment, rising prices 8 debate the topic and close the chapter, she adds

gore in the 1896 session of
the Congress and since
then it had become the war
ery for freedom fighters.
Hiwever, controversy sur-
rounded the song only in
the 19305 with the rise in
communal politics.

On October 28, 1937, she
said the Congress Working
Committee  adopted  the
first iwo stanzas as the
song in the presence of
slalwarts like Mahatma
Gandhi, Sardar Vallabhb-
hai Patel, Nehm, Bose and
Tagore, When the Consti-
nient Assembly approved
Virnde Mararam, it was ap-
proved by everyone, in-
chuding Chairman of the
Drafting Committee of the
Constitution Dr. B.R. Am-
bedkar and Jana Sangh
founder Shyama Prasad
Mookerjee.

“Questioning the form
of Vande Matarem, which
was accepted by the Con-
sifuent Assembly, ks an in-
sult to those great souls
whe took this decision
with their great wisdom. it
abso reveals an anti-Consti-
tution intention,” she said.

* No Article in the Constitution defines “National
Song”; recognition stems from CA Resolution (1950).

* National Anthem alone has statutory backing

(Presidential Order, 1950).

SC (2018) held National Song cannot be enforced by

law.

* Article 51A(a): Duty to respect National Flag,
National Anthem, Constitution (not National Song).

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

e Lok Sabha marked 150 years of Vande
Mataram, leading to strong exchanges between
the Government and Opposition.

* PM Modi accused Congress of “fragmenting”
the song under Muslim League pressure and
downplaying its role in the freedom
movement.

* Priyanka Gandhi Vadra countered that the
debate was a political diversion from
unemployment and inflation.

ﬁritical Analysis
ositives

* Revives interest in freedom-struggle symbols.

e Enhances public understanding of constitutional

* |ssue re-opened historical debates on the history.
song’s evolution, communal politics of the e Encourages reflection on national unity and cultural
1930s, and its constitutional status. legacy.
Concerns

* Politicisation of symbols risks polarisation.

e Diverts parliamentary time from economic and
governance issues.

e Revisiting settled questions may fuel historical

Key Points
e PM Modi cited Nehru-Jinnah correspondence
to claim Congress diluted Vande Mataram.
¢ Opposition presented the chronology: two

original stanzas (1875), four added later, first distortions.
sung by Tagore in 1896. * Potential to deepen majoritarian—-minoritarian
tensions.

e CWC (1937) adopted only the first two stanzas
due to communal sensitivities.
e Constituent Assembly unanimously validated

Stakeholder Perspectives
e Government: Correcting historical omissions; cultural

the version; Ambedkar and Mookerjee were assertion. o ,
. e QOpposition: Political distraction; defence of Nehru-era
part of the decision. decisions

* Opposition alleged the government was
weaponising national symbols ahead of
elections. .

e Scholars: Emphasise contextual reading of 1930s

communalism.

Public: Expect focus on livelihoods, not symbolic

disputes.

Static Linkages
e Written by Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay; jvay Forward

featured in Anandamath (1882). e Promote non-partisan historical education.
e Build inclusive narratives around national symbols.

e Prioritise policy debates in Parliament.
e Clarify ceremonial status of national symbols if needed.
e Strengthen civic education on constitutional fraternity.




Democracy’s paradox, the chosen people of the state

he Indian passport is means o be
e only to Indian citizens. Only

cltzens are 1o be of the
electoral rodls of the country. But
holding an Indian or having one’s name

on the electoral rolls i no proof of citisenship,
because people can, and have, forged their way
tir these documents. This s a conflice between
evidence of starus and status of evidence. This
vexed question of citizenship governance has
mmmmmmammmmm
af India
(SIR) of electoral rolls.

The begal challenge agains the SIR ks based on
the following grounds. Firss, the BCI has no
power to determine citizenship, and only the
Home Minlsory has. Second, there is no provigon
in the Law for an en masse SIR and it can only be
done selectively. Third, whether one isa
forelgner can be determined only by the Unlon
Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) under the

Foreigners Act, 1946, The ECl has argued that its
constimational mandate to determine the
eligibility of individuals to be included in the
electoral mecessarily entails verifying their
citizenship status. Its central contention is that
the process of assessing cligibility for enrolment
canmot be equated with a formal determination of
citizenship. While these arguments may o may
not be accepted by the Supreme Court of India
(which is hearing the case), the ksswes at hand are
meore fundamental, political and even
philasophical in nature, What i being questioned
in the SR is the presumption that all residents are
citiens unless proven otherwise,

For the individual to prove

Countrywise, there is no single piece of evidence
that proves Indian drlmnsl'np adou.u'm'lstuu.l
has the evidence

status, A legal regime for a countrywide
a.d]udlcmolmrwm'smmnﬂrrp passed by
in
mst Ihe&nmmishtdwhal roof there is
nf‘]ndhnnumnﬂuu.ﬁn-cemm-llm!dlnwr of
Home to be precise - said: “The Citizenship Act,
1955, as amended in 2004, provides the Central
Government 1o compuborily register every
d;fndhu.ﬁaandiwrahm' onal ibentity Card
to him.

The procedure for the same has been laid
dowm in the Citinenship (Registration of Citisens
and bsue of National Identity Cards) Rules,
03" The rubes stave that national identity cards
ane to be iswed o citizens whose particulars ane
entered in the National Register of Citizens (NRC),
a sulset of the National Population Register
(PR}, which lists all residents, The NRC is
mandated in the Act; the KPR is awthorised by
rudes framexd under the Act. The NRC i to include
only citizens whi have proved that they indeed
are.

Q
Yarghese K.
George

State is a
creation of the
people but
state
determines who
constitute the
people — a
paradox,
regardless of
which body

or Ministry
dhoes this

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

e ECI launched a nationwide Special Intensive

Thse law is clear that when challenged, the
onus of proving citizenship lies is on the
individual, and not the sate. Alengside the 2010
Census during the United Progressive Alliance
government, data for the NPR was collected,
which was updated in 2015, with details of 19
crore regidents. Whether the NPR will be updaed
along with Census 2027 remains unclear. The
Bharatiya Janata Party {BIF) dropped its promise
of an NRC from the 2024 election manifesto. Any
resident can be on the NPR, but 1o graduate ro
the NRC, one has w prove that they meet the
requirements under the Citizenchip Act.

The founders of the Republic favoured a
territorial conception of citizenship, fus Soli or
*Right of the Soll', thowgh elements of blood
linexge and ethnbcity were also inchuded in the
original citizenship Act, Jus Sarguinis o ‘Right of
Elood/lineage” gained more prominence over the
decades. Consequently, citizenship by birth in
India has multiple caveats. As the law stands
today, 1o be eligible for citizenship by birth in
India, regardless of who the parents are, one has
o be born before July I, 1987, Persons bom in
India between July 1, 1957 and December 2, 2004
are citizens of India only if either of the parents is
a citizen of the country at the time of his/her
birth; and for persons bom in India on or after
Decemnber 3, 2004 to be eligible for citizenship,
apart from at beast one parent being a citizen, the
other parent must not be an “illegal migrant” at
the time of birth. The Citizenship Act of 1955 has
been amended multiple times, and it was in 2003
that legislation determined that a section of the
residents are illegal immigrants’ who were tobe
identified and deported; they and their progeny
would not be eligible for Indian citizenship by
hirth. For a person to be eligible for Indian
citizenship by birth now, either both their parents
st be determined as citizens, or one of them
should be a clbtrundﬂn:oﬂrrshould nat be
an ilegal immi A section
illegal immigrants qualify for Indlan citimenship
ungder the Gtizenship (Amendment) Act, 2009,
which turned controversial ﬂu(ﬂlu‘ﬂ'lml

and the police, The states authority is created by
the will of the people. People are sovereign; the
St is thedr creation and it is not supposed to be
the other way around.

Therefore, the modemn state apparams which
hxshee-nhwuted mmlheamhomym

comitradietion bl i it whe:hef an Individual ks
a cittzen, and whether they are not treasonous or
seditious are all determined on a daily basis by
the border agent, the constable, the village clerk
and whoever is enlisting the voter.

This conflict persists whether or not the ECl s
stopped from carrying out the SIR. The same
primary schoolteacher who works for the SIR
under ECI supervision would make the same
determination for NPR, and then the NRC under
the MHA's oversight, if things come to that. The
definition, design and application of citizenship
laws are such thar the state decldes who the
people are.

The Assam exercise

‘The only State that has a draft NRC - Assam - is
proof of this concept. To implement the Assam
Accord, Partiament passed the Citienship
{Amendment) Act, 1985, which, inserted Section
A it the Citizenship Act, 1955, effectively
creating a separate citizenship regime for Assam
that was different from the rest of india, and
creating three different cut-offs for residents, and
placing them under various dtizenship status. A
draft NRC was published in 2009, and it marked
19 lakh residents out of 3.29 crore as D, for
Doubeful citizenship, A person whose status as a
citizen coubd not be “ascertained beyond
reasonable doubt ... to the satisfaction of the
registering suthority™, as per the rules as applied
in Assam, ends up as a doubtful citizen.

The BIF government in Assam rejected the
draft becanse a lrge number of people marked D
were Hindus. Once a person is marked Din the
NRC andjor the electoral rolls, their voting rights
«cam be suspended, their citizenship can be
determined by a foreigner's ribunal, and they
could be ried. The nelied he on
llwcwemrdsm nl'wmpc?:;ﬁmnennm

refigious test that it mandates.
In 2008, in a pilot project, a few lakh Indians
were issuesd the Multi National Identity

Card (MNIC) by the Union Ministry of Home:
Affairs (MHAR The card, with an embedded
electronic chip with 10 fingerprints, an iris scan,
and photograph, along with name, date of birth,
parents’ names, place of birth, and place of sse
Tead W-year validity. The NRC for the whole
COUNERY WS 3 promise made in dee BJPs 2019
manifesto. In 2024, the party went silent on it
and we do not hear much about i. The SIR by the
ECH comes as a proxy of this exercie.

A persisting conflict

Regardless of which Ministry or Department
oversees the exercise, questions of citizenthip,
treason and sedithon with regard to an individual
are decided at the lowest level of

Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls.

e Petitions argue ECl is indirectly determining

citizenship, a power vested in the MHA.
e Theissue highlights India’s lack of a single

conclusive document proving citizenship and

revives debates around NPR-NRC and
citizenship law evolution.

Key Points

* Legal objections to SIR:

o ECI cannot determine citizenship; only

MHA/Foreigners Tribunals can.
o No legal basis for en masse SIR.

e ECI’s argument: Verifying eligibility for rolls

requires assessing citizenship butis not a
formal citizenship adjudication.

* India lacks definitive citizenship evidence;
passports/voter IDs are insufficient due to

possible forgery.
e Citizenship Act evolution:

o Jus Soli (birth-based) diluted over time;
post-2004, a child is a citizen only if one
parentis Indian and the other is not an

illegal migrant.
* NPR-NRC architecture:
o NPR lists residents; NRC includes only
those who can prove citizenship.

and residency that go back
several decades, to prove the va cut-off dates
of their residency and lineage. s
There can be no argument that nobody should

determine the citizenship of a resident of India or
voting right is delinked from citizenship status.
1&m{wkad¢hkmvﬁuﬁhmﬂdb\-mﬂim

H gt e [ r

cy of the process. D ting as it
is, the burden is on the individual 1o establish the
eli,gml:q,rtwtuimﬂup And it is the
m-munm atate that makes the dﬂmnlnahm

h people. That isa fund:
peralma‘denma:].and in the reladonship
between the people and the state.

argheie g thelsinds co.in

Assam NRC (2019):
o 19 lakh people marked “D”
(doubtful).
o Showed heavy documentation
burdens and administrative
pitfalls.

Static Linkages

Article 11 empowers Parliament to
regulate citizenship.

Foreigners Act, 1946: Burden of
proof lies on the individual.

RPA 1950/1951: Framework for
electoral rolls.

NPR authorised by Citizenship
(Registration of Citizens) Rules,
2003.

Assam Accord (1985) -» Section 6A
and separate citizenship cut-off.

Critical Analysis

Pros: Cleaner rolls, prevents
enrollment of non-citizens,
enhances electoral integrity.
Concerns:
o No clear citizenship document -
risk of wrongful exclusion.
o Low-level officials making
subjective decisions.
o Institutional overlap between
ECl and MHA.
o Vulnerable groups face
documentation disadvantages.
Philosophical conflict: State
determines who “the people” are,
undermining popular sovereignty.

Way Forward

Define standard documentary
requirements for citizenship.
Clear division of roles between ECI
and MHA.

Transparent, tech-enabled
verification with strong grievance
redressal.

Protect vulnerable populations
through documentation support.
Conduct targeted, not blanket,
verification drives.



The real story of the India-Russia summit

e 23rd India-Russia Summit, which was

held in New Delhi last week, once again

brought to the fore the treacherous
gropolitical terrain thit defines today s warld.
The Ukraine war has pitted India’s most
important partners against each other. Mavigating
this quagmine i no easy task, but tndia has led
thee way for the world.

The signal sent, the timing

The red carpet treatment given o Russian
President Viadimir Putin on his first visit 10 lndia
sinoe the Ukraine war began, and his dedision o
bringa high-powered Russian delegation,
were dgnificant. The debegation inchuched Kirill
Dmitriev, the face of peace efforts (who has been
functioning along with special LLS. emoy Steve
ln\.lt‘mﬂ'.aaullhrl, 5. Presichent Donald Trump's
son-in-law Jared Kushner), In diplomacy, optics
matter. For India, it was meant o remove any
ambiguity about the Russia relationship, thereby
signalling confidence in dealing with the world,
Far Russia, it signalled the importance of India in
its foreign policy priorites,

O ratters of war and peace, timing is no ke
important. The India-Russia summit took place at
a time when Russia's d on the
bantbelbeld ks very tight, Ukraine ks staring at
military defeat and the U5, has, for all practical
purpases, turned its back on Ukraine. Since the
only peace effort in town i the one being driven
by Mr. Trump, Mr. Modi's unambiguous support
1oy the peace efforts on Ukradne in general should
rightly be read as being a full and strong.
endorsement of the Trump initiative, and should
e welcomed by the ULE.

Inulia and the LLS. are on the same page here, IF
there is anyone who has a stake in the sucoess of
Mr. Trump's efforts, it is India. The outlier at this
point is Europe and India’s challenge will be to

s Converer, HatSirai,
a foremer Deputy
Mational Security
Advitzer and a former
Anbaiasor ta Russia

There has been
a reengineering
of the
relationship
hetween
Moscow and
wew Delhi

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

preserve the major gains with Europe,

The pillars of ties
On the bilateral front, the Summit's adoption of a
for the ¢ of Strategic
Areas of India-Russia Economic Cooperation till
2030 (Programme 20307 and the enabling
decisions to strengthen armangements for bilateral
setilerents and trade in national currencies are
steps in the right direction. This together with
remaval of non-tariff barriers, diversification of
the trade basket and investments in non-energy
sectors can enable the achievernent of the $100
billion trade target by 2030, Areas such as
Fertilizers, aibways, pharmaceuticals, mineral
resources and critical raw materials are essential
for India'’s growth needs, for which Russia’s huge
luﬂawﬂlptm:lalwanim'ahnbk fit.

Om the energy front, India is the second Lrgest
imparter of fossil fuel ghobally. Assured and
affordable availability of energy is quite simply a
national security imperative. Russia’s resources
chwarf the rest of the world. China understood
this early on, and has worked, with
singhe-minded purpose, to capiure a large chunk
of them. Today, compandes in the United States
are waiting in the ter dhr 50 For energy and
all eritical minerals. If India does not play s
cards right, it risks being pushed out from what is
its natural preserve, and at great cost to its
mmnnc!ﬂ‘.‘m‘!}' Therefone, the focus on

nergy cooperation is likely to be a foundational
ﬁUMd:henﬂﬂlmﬂmm Torward.

Three new areas that are maturing well are
maritime connectivity imelving the
Chennai-Viadivostok Maritime Corridor, the
Northern Sea Route and, relatedly, the
shipbuilding sector; second, ion in the
Arctic, especially the Russian offer to train Indian
seafarers; and third, and most importantly, the

¢ 23rd India-Russia Annual Summit held in New
Delhi; Putin’s first visit since the Ukraine war.

e Occurred amid Ukraine’s battlefield setbacks
and shifting U.S. engagement, with India
supporting ongoing peace efforts.

* |ndia showcased strategic clarity; Russia
reaffirmed India’s priority status.

Key Points

e High-powered Russian delegation signalled
renewed momentum.

e Programme 2030 adopted to push $100 billion
trade with focus on national currency
settlements and removal of non-tariff barriers.

e Strong emphasis on energy security, including
fossil fuels and critical minerals.

* Progress on Chennai-Vladivostok Corridor,
Northern Sea Route, shipbuilding, and Arctic

cooperation.

* Major breakthrough: India—Russia skilled
worker mobility agreement driven by Russia’s
demographic decline.

e Defence ties: BrahMos, S-400 (critical in
Operation Sindoor), greater localisation, future
focus on niche technologies.

Static Linkages

e [ndia’s strategic autonomy tradition; 2000
Strategic Partnership institutionalised annual

summits.

e Russia as longstanding partner in nuclear
energy (Kudankulam) and defence (major share

of India’s legacy inventory).

export of Indian skilled workers to Russia, The
last agreement has come about after years of
negotiation, The structural demographic crisis in
Rusia, inchading in its Far East, hastened by war
losses, curtailment of workers from Central Asia
and unease over a growing Chinese presence
e contribated bo making this agreement a
reality. The agreement to ease tourist visas is
mﬂmqmdykldlmmmwmlm
initiative,

Scienoe and technology, and space, nuclear
and defence cooperation ane all areas of
lang:standing cooperation built over generations,
Russia has been a generous partner in all these
areas, with much less strings attached than the
West, The Indo-Russian BrahMos has emerged as
ome of the mainstays of India’s missile force,
while the S400 air defence system proved is
indispensability during Operation Sindoor (Ma
2025). Duse to persistent Indian efforts, levels
lncalisation, technology transfier and joing
production have increased significantly, India still
needs suppart to maintain its Russian origin
military inventory even as it shifis 1o
indigenisaution. Future defence conperation is
likely 1o be concentrated on niche technologies
and systems.

In perspective

The real story of the summit is the re-enginecring
of the relationship, the determination to move
ahead despite many hurdles, and the eye being
kipt an the geopolitical shifts underway between
the U5, and China which draw India and Russia
closer. As far as Europe i concerned, the road
peace does nat lie throwugh New Delhi. It les in
diabogue between Europe and Russia, India’s
point is that hi contains enough examples to
emmulate and mistakes to avold, India believes it is,
and can be @ valuable partner and friend to bath,

¢ India’s Arctic Policy (2022) enables bilateral
and multilateral cooperation.

e Maritime corridors linked to Sagarmala and
Maritime India Vision 2030.

Critical Analysis
Pros
* Diversifies bilateral ties beyond defence.
e Enhances energy and mineral security.
e Strengthens India’s position in Eurasia and
Arctic routes.

e Worker mobility leverages India’s demographic

advantage.
Challenges

¢ Balancing Russia ties with U.S.-Europe
sensitivities.

e Sanction-related financial risks.

* Russia’s tilt toward China limits India’s
strategic space.

e High costs in Arctic and CVMC infrastructure.

Way Forward
¢ Build durable currency-settlement systems.

e Fast-track connectivity projects (CVMC, Arctic

logistics).
¢ Expand joint R&D in defence high-tech.
* Diversify energy agreements and secure
critical minerals.

* Maintain calibrated engagement with U.S. and

Europe.



L]
Prudent action
The RBI needs to be ready for a quick
policy pivot as it cuts rates

he decision made by the Reserve Bank of
T India’s Monetary Policy Committee
(MPC) to cut interest rates once again, by
25 basis points to 5.25%, is both an assessment of
India’s current economy and also of what to ex-
pect over the next few months. Cumulatively, in-
terest rates have been cut by 125 basis points in
calendar year 2025, The last time such large cuts
had been implemented was in 2019 when rates
had been cut by 135 basis points, in reaction to a
plummeting growth rate. India’s quarterly GDP
growth rate had fallen from 8.9% in the March
2018 quarter to 3.3% by the quarter-ended De-
cember 2019, Growth is currently seeing the op-
posite trajectory. It has steadily been accelerating
from 5.6% in Q2 of last year to the recently re-
leased 8.2% in Q2 of this year. From a growth per-
ive, there are at least two ways to look at the
MFC's interest rate moves. The first is that the
central bank is not convinced that growth is cur-
rently as robust as the numbers suggest, and so
feels monetary policy needs to be as supportive
as possible. After all, it could have left rates un-
changed at 5.5%. The second is that the MPC feels
that Indian companies are still sitting on excess
capacity, and so the risks of overheating the eco-
nomy are slim. So, it might as well push for more
growth. The reality is probably a combination of
the two: real growth looks higher due to an un-
usually low deflator, and companies can certainly
afford to invest more, even if this is fuelled by

debt. A rate cut addresses both issues.

The MPC also possibly feels that the economic
impact of the U.8.'s 50% tariffs have not yet fully
played out. Supply chains take some time to rea-
lign, and so there might still be a further shift
away from Indian exporters. Cheaper credit go-
ing ahead is something Indian MSMEs, especially
exporters, will welcome, On the inflation front,
the MPC has lowered its outlook for the yearto a
benign 2%. However, a jump in food prices or oil
prices, for whatever reason, will undo all its cal-
culations. The MPC must be ready to raise rates at
the first sign of inflation rising faster than expect-
ed. The 2019 rate cut episode saw inflation jump-
ing from 2% in January 2019 to 7.6% in about a
year. Taken together, the rate cut suggests that
the MPC feels that India’s seemingly robust
growth could do with further help, while infla-
tionary worries are a thing of the past. [ts deci-
sion to retain its neutral stance is a prudent one.
Global uncertainty is such that growth and infla-
tion trajectories could reverse direction sudden-
ly, which would need a quick policy pivot.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

e RBI’s MPC cut the repo rate by 25 bps to
5.25%; cumulative cuts in 2025 now 125 bps.

e Similar to 2019’s 135 bps cut cycle but under
opposite growth conditions.

e GDP growth rising: 5.6% - 8.2% over the last
four quarters.

e Concerns over low deflator-driven real growth,
excess capacity, and U.S. 50% tariffs
influencing the decision.

e MPC retains neutral stance to stay flexible
amid global volatility.

Key Points

* Repo rate: 5.5% » 5.25%.

e Growth strong, but may be overstated due to
low GDP deflator.

e Excess industrial capacity reduces overheating
risks.

* Cheaper credit expected to help MSMEs and
exporters facing tariff-induced stress.

e |nflation forecast cut to 2%, but vulnerable to
food/oil shocks.

e Neutral stance signals readiness for quick
policy reversal.

Static Linkages
* Role and mandate of Monetary Policy.
* Repo rate and transmission mechanisms.
e GDP deflator and real vs. nominal growth.
e Effects of trade tariffs on external sector.
e Concept of output gap.
e Supply-driven inflation sensitivity (food, oil).

Critical Analysis
Positives:
e Supports investment and capacity utilisation.
e Eases stress on MSMEs/exporters.
e Maintains policy flexibility.
Concerns:
e [nflation may rebound like 2019 episode.
* Risk of liquidity-driven asset bubbles.
e External shocks may upset projections.
Stakeholders:
e |ndustry: Cheaper borrowing
e Consumers: Lower EMIs
e Banks: Higher credit demand but margin
pressure
e Government: Growth support without fiscal
expansion

Way Forward

e Strengthen monetary transmission.

e Targeted credit for MSMEs/export sectors.

* Better inflation forecasting for volatile
commodities.

* Boost capacity creation to sustain growth.

e Diversify exports and strengthen supply
chains.

* Maintain fiscal-monetary coordination.



Carceral culture

Prison manuals must mandate
disability-related facilities

he Supreme Court of India's directions
last week to provide disability-related
support in prisons arose from a petition
seeking to implement the existing disability law
in places of detention, drawing on the experienc-
es of G.N. Saibaba and Stan Swamy. Both men
had serious physical conditions and asked for al-
lowances that would have allowed them to cope
with prison life; the state delayed or refused
them these accommodations, with grave conse-
quences. Dovetailing to the constitutional gua-
rantees of equality and life with dignity for pri-
somers, the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act
2016 obligates governments to ensure support for
all services in their control. Many failures in im-
plementing the Act are structural, however: pri-
sons are a State subject whereas the Union go-
vernment shapes policy through a model prison
manual, laws and advisories. Recent national gui-
delines on prisoners with disabilities acknow-
ledged special needs and called for accessible in-
frastructure and procedures whereas many State
prison manuals still reflect older assumptions
about a prisoner who is physically able. In a sep-
arate matter, the Court has held that caste-based
segregation in jails is unconstitutional and suo
maofu said that it would menitor discrimination in
prisons along caste, gender, and disability lines.
Colonial and postcolonial prison rules encod-
ed social hierarchies, resulting in a routine as-
signment of sanitation tasks to Dalit and Adivasi
prisoners, who are also over-represented among
prisoners relative to their population, and the ab-
sence of specific obligations on prison authorities
to support prisoners who cannot move or use
sanitary facilities without assistance. The NCRB
also records a nontrivial number of inmates with
mental illness. While the Court had already cen-
sured it — in Muruganantham (2025), whose man-
dates the new order expands nationwide - for
not disaggregating data by disability, it is reason-
able to assume that many prisoners experience
the intersection of caste bias and disability to-
gether. Yet, prison rules and oversight mechan-
isms have repeatedly normalised the idea that
the discomfort faced by some bodies is part of
the sentence rather than something the state
needs to prevent. Following on from the new or-
der, the Centre and States need to amend prison
manuals to include clear duties about disability-
related accommadation, and sereen for disability
at admission and support individuals. These
measures require more funds, which means the
state also needs to confront its carceral austerity,
wherein it expands the punitive and security ca-
pacity of prisons at the expense of dispensing
rights-related functions. Prison budgets have to
be redesigned to treat accessibility and non-dis-
crimination as core obligations. Finally, indepen-
dent inspections and routine publication of dis-
aggregated data on caste and disability inside
prisons should support public oversight, or the
Court’s directions will remain paper tigers.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

SCissued directions to ensure disability
support in prisons, triggered by denial of
accommodations to G.N. Saibaba and Stan
Swamy.

Linked to Articles 14 & 21 and duties under the
RPwD Act, 2016.

National guidelines exist, but many State
manuals retain outdated able-bodied
assumptions.

SC separately ruled caste-based segregation
unconstitutional; will monitor discrimination
on caste, gender, disability.

NCRB data notes mental illness among
inmates; Dalits and Adivasis are over-
represented.

Key Points

Mandatory disability screening at admission,
accessible facilities, assistive support.
States to revise manuals to align with RPwD
Act.

Expands Muruganantham (2025) directions
nationwide.

Recognizes structural caste bias in prison
labour and treatment.

Calls for independent inspections and
publication of disaggregated data.
Highlights underfunded rights-based functions
due to “carceral austerity.”

Static Linkages

Articles 14, 21, 38, 41, 46 - equality, dignity,
protection of vulnerable groups.

State List (Entry 4) — prisons under State
jurisdiction; Centre influences via advisories.
RPwD Act, 2016 — accessibility and reasonable
accommodation.

SC precedents: Sunil Batra, Rama Murthy -
prisoners retain fundamental rights.

NCRB data as a statutory monitoring tool.

Critical Analysis
Pros

Strengthens rights and dignity of vulnerable
inmates.

Forces modernization of outdated prison rules.
Enhances transparency through disaggregated
data.

Cons / Challenges

Funding gaps and staff shortages.

Limited disability expertise in prison systems.
Deep-rooted caste and colonial administrative
structures.

Way Forward

Update State manuals with clear disability
duties.

Increase budgets for accessibility and assistive
services.

Professional disability screening at entry.
Mandatory caste/disability-disaggregated
reporting.

Stronger independent inspections & training
for prison staff.



To fulfil STEM potential, India must
castthe net wider, go totheroots
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galdes for doctoral degrees
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

e Government has asked ministries/departments

factor that Indian higher
education nwdsloaddwss.
That this

Thstre's o case Sormlluu; rMLu-
Phs tobe able to by P

T, as opposed 1o finding new and mane
amorceas hingstad

the potential for such collabor-
thona a8 well x 1o improve the

unsobved signals
diecper problems:

to them.
Finally.there are large pamsof
vestigation that have

to review PhD guide selection and align

doctoral research with “emerging national

priorities.”
* Objective: Promote innovation, technology

development, and ensure public money funds

nationally relevant research.

* The proposal has revived debates on academic

autonomy, support for basic research, and
persistent fellowship delays.

Key Points

* Govt suggests shifting research toward

renewable energy, battery tech, sustainable

agriculture, and health innovations.
e Critics argue this may undermine basic

science, whose benefits often appear decades °

later (e.g., quantum physics » quantum
computing).

e Bell Labs’ success shows the value of freedom

to pursue non-immediate research.

e Structural issues:

o Delayed DBT fellowship payments,
sometimes for 6-9 months.

Non-NET fellowship stagnant at

¥8,000/month (since 2012).

institutions.

Limited industry-funded PhDs outside elite

Humanities at risk of political influence if

research is restricted to "national
priorities."

Static Linkages

e Constitutional basis: Art. 19(1)(a) (freedom of

expression), Art. 51A(h) (scientific temper).

thsedl. 1 we ot gt these haskes right, we
willl not getarthing else right.

Menonis a professer at Asholka Universiy.
Wiwrs g i oo and el ek repemasent
those of hisinstitucion

¢ India’s R&D spending: ~0.65% of GDP (Economic
Survey).

e NEP 2020: Push for research autonomy, NRF for
national + basic research.

e NCERT concepts: difference between basic and
applied research.

Critical Analysis
Pros
e Stronger alignment with national missions
e Clearer accountability for public R&D spending
* Possibility of accelerating tech-driven
development
Concerns
¢ Risk of centralised control over research topics.
e Undervaluing long-term basic research.
¢ Fellowship delays create severe financial
insecurity.
Weak industry—-academia linkages.
* Vulnerability of humanities/social sciences to
politicisation.
Stakeholders
e Government: Efficient, targeted R&D spending
* Universities/Scholars: Need autonomy +
predictable funding
¢ Industry: Wants reliable collaboration timelines
e Society: Needs both innovation & critical inquiry

Way Forward

e Guarantee timely DBT via automated tracking.

e Revise fellowship amounts, index to inflation.

e Empower NRF to support basic + applied
research.

e Expand industry-academia PhD programmes.

* Protect topic autonomy, especially in social
sciences.

* Investin long-term foundational science.




A defence partnership that
addresses global challenges

VE’R.!\DN

COAKER

TheUKisan
enthusiastic
partnerin
supportof PM
Modi's vision to
becomea
developed
nation by 2047,
We belleve our
deepening
pantnership
and shared
commitment to
security have
boundless
potential

HE TRUE test of a strong de-
fence relationship lies in our
mltha.rIt-s ahﬂliw to work to-

ground. [have had
:Il.eprlwlege of visiting India

twice this yearand havewitnessed a defence
relationship going from strength tostrength,
with thee aamibitions Indlia-UKVision 2035 set-
tingg the irtent for fuluse cooperathon.
Thisrefreshed commitment to working
together isalreacy being, ful flked. Recently,
soldiers from the British Army’s Royal
Gurkdha Rifles trained alongside the Indian
Army's Sikh Regiment inthe eighthedition
of Execise Ajeya Wasrior in Rajasthan. With
every iteration, this exercise has grownin
comiplexiry and depth, increasing ourlevel
of understanding. When the UK hosted the
Endian Army for Ajeya Wirrior in 2023, a
company of Indian soldiers integrated
within the British Army's 16th Alr Assault
Brigade, providing imvaluable experience
to the two forces, operating in & unified
comiand and leaving uswithan increxsed
mstual understanding of military capabil-
itkes and tactics, This year, the exercise fior
i i ry fonsi

b
amuiiti-dornain erviranment. Thiswas als
an opportunity for our sekdiers to develop
professional bonds and friendships,
Ajeya Warrior is just one example in a
seriesof eoencises we've delivered together.
In October, the UK's Carrier Strike
Graup, led by HMS Prince of Wales, exer-
cised with India's Carrier Strike Group, led
by the indlgencus alreraft carrier INS Vik-
rant. These immense naval fotillas spent
four days compleling comple maritine
ERARGELVEES &8 part of Exercio: KONKAN,
followed by a testing air defence exercise.
Motondy wasthisthe first timethat UK and
Indian carriers exercised 1ogether, but it
wis thee first time an Indian carrier group
had panticipated in multh-domainmilitary
exercises with a multi-national carrier
sarike group, This came as UK Prime Min-
Ister Kedr Starmer and Indian Prime Min-
Ister Narendra Modi met in Mumbai to

vision of self-reliance whilst driving econ-
omic growth in the UK. The two countries
have recently agreed on a 10-year Defence
Industrial Rosdmap. The complementary
strengths of Tndia’s and the UK's defence
Industry provide excellent opportunities
for collaboration. and some of them have
already started delivering results.

O prime minksters were also proud to
announce a £350-milllon agreement to
proceed via govemment {o-govemment o
supply Lightweight Multirole Missile sys-
tems forthe Indian Ay We ane inmotion
to finalise & UK-India inter-governmiental
agreement on cooperation in developing
maritime electnic propulsion systems for
Indian naval plarforms, This will defiver UK
Inmiovations aboard Indian naval ships, of-
fering & mare advanced propulsion tech-
nology for its future platforms,

Knowledge sharing is also at the hean
afourdefenoe cooperation — from military
to industrial, We ane honoured to host In-
dian aiffioersasinsnctons at our world-re-
nowned UK military institutions, incheding
the Royal Millitary Acadenny Sandburst and
Eritannia Royal Maval College, And weare
workingtowardsan agreement that would
see Indian Adr Force Gualified Flying In-
structoss integrated into the UK Royal Adr
Force training,

All these commirments artest to a care
principle the UK and India share — the
commitment 1o maintain a free and open
Indo-Pacific, based on the respect for sov-
ereignty, freedom of navigation and inter-
national law. India stands as one of the
emerging superpowers of the 2182 century,
and the UK is an enthusiastic pannes in
support ol Phi Modi's vislon io become ade-
weloped nation by 2047 We believe our

ment Lo security have boundless potential
tovaddress reghonal and global challenges.

The recent India-UK Comprehensive
and Trade A I

menmandmin[oma:rdel‘mmael-
ation, creating a vinuous clrcle of security

drive a strongern. fu facing |

and ity, Our recent g b

Our militaries are working together
more closely than ever, and our cooper-
ation is mot Hmited to joint exercises. We are
entering aneweraof defence industrial oo-
operation and co-production, designed o
deliver mutual beneflts:Supporting India’s

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News
India and the UK have intensified defence
engagement under India-UK Vision 2035.
e Key activities:
o Ajeya Warrior 2024 (Army) in Rajasthan.

* A 10-year Defence Industrial Roadmap and a

* Collaboration underway on maritime electric

o Exercise KONKAN featuring INS Vikrant and

HMS Prince of Wales.

orstrateour commitmentio deliver seeur-
ity and prosperity that beneflts people
across bath our nations, and beyond.

The writer ks Minister of State for Defence of
ithe United Kingdom

£350-million missile deal were finalised.

propulsion for Indian naval platforms.

Key Points
Ajeya Warrior: Multi-domain Army exercise
enhancing interoperability and tactical

coordination.
Exercise KONKAN: First-ever joint operation

involving both nations’ aircraft carrier groups.

Industrial Cooperation: Focus on co-
production, tech transfer, and defence
innovation.

* Major Agreements:
o Lightweight Multirole Missiles for Indian
Army.
o Electric propulsion technology for future
Indian naval ships.
* Training Collaboration: Indian instructors at
Sandhurst and proposed RAF-IAF instructor
integration.

Strategic Alignment: Commitment to a free,
open Indo-Pacific grounded in UNCLOS norms.

Static Linkages

Evolution of India-UK ties since post-Cold War
era.

UNCLOS principles: freedom of navigation &
maritime order.

Defence Acquisition Procedure (DAP) -
production norms.

SAGAR doctrine and Indo-Pacific strategic
vision.

Make in India and indigenisation in defence.

CO-

Critical Analysis
Pros

Boosts interoperability and joint operational
readiness.

Strengthens India’s defence manufacturing
ecosystem.

Enhances Indo-Pacific stability and maritime
capabilities.

Facilitates high-tech knowledge sharing.

Cons / Challenges

Possible divergence in geopolitical alignment
(NATO considerations).

Technology transfer may face procedural
hurdles.

Regional sensitivities, especially China’s
response.

Slow procurement processes on both sides.

Stakeholders

India: seeks technology, co-production,
maritime capability.

UK: aims for Indo-Pacific presence and
defence market access.

Way Forward

Speed up joint R&D under the Industrial
Roadmap.

Expand tri-service, cyber and space
cooperation.

Focus on deep technology transfer tied to
Aatmanirbhar Bharat.

Strengthen maritime domain awareness
mechanisms.

Institutionalise long-term military training
exchanges.



On fire safety, break
silence and complicity

HE FIRE that broke cut on Saturday night at a nightclub
in Goa's Arpora village, and claimed 25 lives, was atra-
gedy foretold. Lacking the requisite permissions and
licenoces, including a no-objection certificate from the
fire department, the alleged illegalities at the Arpora establish-
ment had already been flageed multiple times, including by the
village panchayat. Therewere several glaring lapses in fire safety
compliance aswell: Fundamental safery infrastructure was miss-
ing, including proper exits through which people could escape,
The basement, which housed the kitchen, lacked adequate venti-
lation. Flammable material, including bamboo, appearsto have
been used in the furnishings and decor. The people inside were,
inother words, trapped in what was a virtual tinderbox.

This latest conflagration fitsa longer and larger dismal pat-
rern of callousness and shocking disregard of fire safery laws.
‘This has led toother fire disasters in recent memory, including
the cnethat broke out inaJaipur hospital in October, resulting
in six deaths, and the blazes that broke out, within 12 hours of
eachother, at a paediatric hospital in Delhi and agaming centre
in Rajkot inJune last year, resulting in several fatalities, Clearly,
there is a yawning chasm between fire safety rules and guide-
lines, asfound in the National Building Code and various state
laws, and their enforcement on the ground in an ecosystem
‘wheresuch rules are often flouted in the interest of growth and
expansion. As high-rises and commercial establishments like
restaurants, pubs, shopping malls and clubs mushroom across
citiesand towns, especlally in densely populated metropolises
like Delhi and Mumbai and intourist destinations like Goa, this
tendency to cut corners has repeatedly led to disaster — be it
the inferno that engulfed two establishments in Murmbai's Ka-
mala Mills in 2017 and the hotel fire in Delhi’s Karol Bagh in
2019 or the one in Arpora on Saturday.

In a belated effort to fix accountability, the state govern-
ment has formed a four-member magisterial inquiry commit-
tee. Looking into the specific lapses that led to this avoidable
tragedy is certainly important. But there also needstobea
larger reckoning with the lack of fire safety compliance inthe
country. From hospitals to hotels to residences, every fireisa
reminder of how widely, and with what impunity, safety codes
and laws are routinely given the go-by. The networks of silence
and complicity that allow such illegalities to flourish must be
dismantled urgently.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News
e A major fire at an Arpora, Goa nightclub caused

casualties; the venue lacked mandatory
licences and a Fire Dept. NOC.

Prior safety violations were flagged by the
village panchayat.

Incident reflects a pattern seen in recent fires
in Jaipur (hospital), Delhi (paediatric hospital),
Rajkot gaming centre, Kamala Mills (2017) and
Karol Bagh (2019).

Goa govt. has formed a magisterial inquiry
committee.

Key Points
* Missing basic fire safety features: inadequate

exits, poor ventilation, flammable décor.
Violations of National Building Code (NBC
2016) and state bye-laws.

Rapid urbanisation and mushrooming
commercial hubs often outpace compliance
checks.

Weak enforcement, corruption, and
commercial pressure fuel systemic non-
compliance.

DM Act 2005: Man-made disaster prevention &
accountability.

Municipal Governance: Trade licences, building
compliance, fire certification.

Article 21: Safe environment as a fundamental
right.

Administrative Ethics: Duty of care, liability for
negligence.

Critical Analysis
Challenges:

Enforcement deficit despite clear rules.
Profit-driven corner-cutting by
establishments.

Complicity of licensing authorities.
Inadequate fire department manpower &
monitoring.

Stakeholders:

Victims seek accountability.

Businesses demand ease of doing business but
must ensure compliance.

ULBs caught between revenue and regulation.

Way Forward

Annual independent fire audits.

Digitised licensing to curb discretion.
GIS-based compliance tracking by ULBs.
Strong penalties for violations under NBC.
Public safety awareness drives.

Strengthen SDMA oversight and fire services
capacity.

Static Linkages
e NBC 2016: Fire prevention, evacuation norms,
materials standards.




Food inflation dips
but thatisn’t enough

OWING OF rabi crops — wheat, mustard, chana, masoor

and maize, among others — has been brisk, with farmers

planting nearly 10 per cent more area so far this time

compared tolast year. The main driver is thesurplus rain-
fall from an extended southwest monsoon that has helped fill
up reservoirs, recharge aquifers and bolster soil moisture. Also,
farmers who suffered crop losses from excess rain during the
kharif season are seeking to make up for it in rabi. The hike in
the government's minimumsupport prices (MSP), especially for
wheat, has further boosted their enthusiasm. With the World
Meteorological Organisation predicting a 55 per cent chance of
a “weak” La Nifia, which could result in a colder and longer
winter, the rabi crop prospects appear bright.

That is great news froma food inflation standpoint. The high
retail food inflation, from mid-2023 through 2024, had signifi-
cantly eroded household purchasing power and consumption
spending, An easing of those pressures has, along with the in-
cometaxand GST rate cutsthis fiscal, led toa revival in sentiment
and also enabled the RBI to cut its key policy lending rate from
6.50 percent to 5.25 percent since February. Abumper rabi har-
vest and the turnaround even in commodities such aswheat and
sugar, which were facing a tight supply situation, should ensure
no fresh spike in food prices.

‘The flip side to food inflation being in negative/low single-
digit territory since April, however, isthe impact on farm incomes.
Official GDP data shows the gross value added for agriculture
growing by 3.7 per cent year-on-year in April-June and 3.5 per
cent in.July-September 2025 at constant prices. But the corre-
sponding growth ratesat current prices have beenlower at 3.2 per
cent and 1.8 per cent, implying deflationary pressures. Extreme
price volatility is inthe interest of neither producers or consumers.
Justas high food inflation upsets household budget calculations,
deflation discourages farmers from planting and making long-
term investments in technology and land improvement. The
large swings in farm prices are alsoa manifestation of the absence
of reforms. Unlike in the industrial, financial and other services
sectors, these have eluded and bypassed agriculture,

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

* Rabisowing is ~10% higher than last year, led
by wheat, mustard, chana, masoor.

e Excess monsoon rainfall improved soil
moisture and reservoir levels.

e Farmers are compensating for kharif losses
due to heavy rain.

* MSP hikes, especially for wheat, boosted
sowing.

e WMO forecasts a weak La Nifa, likely ensuring
a colder, favourable winter.

* Food inflation has eased, enabling RBI to cut
repo rate to 5.25%.

e Agricultural deflation emerging due to low
price realisation.

Key Points
e Higher acreage improves chances of a bumper
rabi harvest.
* Negative/low food inflation supported
consumption revival.
e Agriculture GVA (constant prices): 3.7% (Q1),
3.5% (Q2).

e Nominal GVA far lower (3.2%, 1.8%) - clear
deflation.

* Price volatility persists due to reform gaps in
agriculture.

Static Linkages

* Monsoon variability & its role in Indian
agriculture.

e Rabi vs Kharif cropping, MSP mechanism (A2,
FL, C2).

e Food inflation drivers & buffer stock policy.

e Agricultural marketing limitations: APMC, e-
NAM.

e RBI monetary policy transmission.

Critical Analysis
Pros
e Higher sowing - better supply - stable food
prices.
e Supports household consumption and RBI’s
rate cuts.
e Good reservoir levels reduce groundwater
stress.
Cons
e Deflation hurts farm incomes.
* Discourages investment in technology & land
improvement.
e Marketing reforms lag; MSP benefits limited.
e High climate dependence increases
vulnerability.
Stakeholders
e Farmers: need remunerative, stable prices.
e Consumers: benefit from low inflation.
e Government/RBI: balance inflation, fiscal load,
policy space.

Way Forward

e Strengthen price stabilisation buffer and PSF.

e Reform MSP & procurement; diversify beyond
wheat-rice.

e Expand storage, e-NAM, FPOs, WRS.

* Promote climate-resilient crops and
diversification.

* Improve credit, insurance, irrigation access.



