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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Lok Sabha marked 150 years of Vande
Mataram, leading to strong exchanges between
the Government and Opposition.
PM Modi accused Congress of “fragmenting”
the song under Muslim League pressure and
downplaying its role in the freedom
movement.
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra countered that the
debate was a political diversion from
unemployment and inflation.
Issue re-opened historical debates on the
song’s evolution, communal politics of the
1930s, and its constitutional status.

Key Points
PM Modi cited Nehru–Jinnah correspondence
to claim Congress diluted Vande Mataram.
Opposition presented the chronology: two
original stanzas (1875), four added later, first
sung by Tagore in 1896.
CWC (1937) adopted only the first two stanzas
due to communal sensitivities.
Constituent Assembly unanimously validated
the version; Ambedkar and Mookerjee were
part of the decision.
Opposition alleged the government was
weaponising national symbols ahead of
elections.

Static Linkages
Written by Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay;
featured in Anandamath (1882).

No Article in the Constitution defines “National
Song”; recognition stems from CA Resolution (1950).
National Anthem alone has statutory backing
(Presidential Order, 1950).
SC (2018) held National Song cannot be enforced by
law.
Article 51A(a): Duty to respect National Flag,
National Anthem, Constitution (not National Song).

Critical Analysis
Positives

Revives interest in freedom-struggle symbols.
Enhances public understanding of constitutional
history.
Encourages reflection on national unity and cultural
legacy.

Concerns
Politicisation of symbols risks polarisation.
Diverts parliamentary time from economic and
governance issues.
Revisiting settled questions may fuel historical
distortions.
Potential to deepen majoritarian–minoritarian
tensions.

Stakeholder Perspectives
Government: Correcting historical omissions; cultural
assertion.
Opposition: Political distraction; defence of Nehru-era
decisions.
Scholars: Emphasise contextual reading of 1930s
communalism.
Public: Expect focus on livelihoods, not symbolic
disputes.

Way Forward
Promote non-partisan historical education.
Build inclusive narratives around national symbols.
Prioritise policy debates in Parliament.
Clarify ceremonial status of national symbols if needed.
Strengthen civic education on constitutional fraternity.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

ECI launched a nationwide Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls.
Petitions argue ECI is indirectly determining
citizenship, a power vested in the MHA.
The issue highlights India’s lack of a single
conclusive document proving citizenship and
revives debates around NPR–NRC and
citizenship law evolution.

Key Points
Legal objections to SIR:

ECI cannot determine citizenship; only
MHA/Foreigners Tribunals can.
No legal basis for en masse SIR.

ECI’s argument: Verifying eligibility for rolls
requires assessing citizenship but is not a
formal citizenship adjudication.
India lacks definitive citizenship evidence;
passports/voter IDs are insufficient due to
possible forgery.
Citizenship Act evolution:

Jus Soli (birth-based) diluted over time;
post-2004, a child is a citizen only if one
parent is Indian and the other is not an
illegal migrant.

NPR–NRC architecture:
NPR lists residents; NRC includes only
those who can prove citizenship.

Assam NRC (2019):
19 lakh people marked “D”
(doubtful).
Showed heavy documentation
burdens and administrative
pitfalls.

Static Linkages
Article 11 empowers Parliament to
regulate citizenship.
Foreigners Act, 1946: Burden of
proof lies on the individual.
RPA 1950/1951: Framework for
electoral rolls.
NPR authorised by Citizenship
(Registration of Citizens) Rules,
2003.
Assam Accord (1985) → Section 6A
and separate citizenship cut-off.

Critical Analysis
Pros: Cleaner rolls, prevents
enrollment of non-citizens,
enhances electoral integrity.
Concerns:

No clear citizenship document →
risk of wrongful exclusion.
Low-level officials making
subjective decisions.
Institutional overlap between
ECI and MHA.
Vulnerable groups face
documentation disadvantages.

Philosophical conflict: State
determines who “the people” are,
undermining popular sovereignty.

Way Forward
Define standard documentary
requirements for citizenship.
Clear division of roles between ECI
and MHA.
Transparent, tech-enabled
verification with strong grievance
redressal.
Protect vulnerable populations
through documentation support.
Conduct targeted, not blanket,
verification drives.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

23rd India–Russia Annual Summit held in New
Delhi; Putin’s first visit since the Ukraine war.
Occurred amid Ukraine’s battlefield setbacks
and shifting U.S. engagement, with India
supporting ongoing peace efforts.
India showcased strategic clarity; Russia
reaffirmed India’s priority status.

Key Points
High-powered Russian delegation signalled
renewed momentum.
Programme 2030 adopted to push $100 billion
trade with focus on national currency
settlements and removal of non-tariff barriers.
Strong emphasis on energy security, including
fossil fuels and critical minerals.
Progress on Chennai–Vladivostok Corridor,
Northern Sea Route, shipbuilding, and Arctic
cooperation.
Major breakthrough: India–Russia skilled
worker mobility agreement driven by Russia’s
demographic decline.
Defence ties: BrahMos, S-400 (critical in
Operation Sindoor), greater localisation, future
focus on niche technologies.

Static Linkages
India’s strategic autonomy tradition; 2000
Strategic Partnership institutionalised annual
summits.
Russia as longstanding partner in nuclear
energy (Kudankulam) and defence (major share
of India’s legacy inventory).

India’s Arctic Policy (2022) enables bilateral
and multilateral cooperation.
Maritime corridors linked to Sagarmala and
Maritime India Vision 2030.

Critical Analysis
Pros

Diversifies bilateral ties beyond defence.
Enhances energy and mineral security.
Strengthens India’s position in Eurasia and
Arctic routes.
Worker mobility leverages India’s demographic
advantage.

Challenges
Balancing Russia ties with U.S.–Europe
sensitivities.
Sanction-related financial risks.
Russia’s tilt toward China limits India’s
strategic space.
High costs in Arctic and CVMC infrastructure.

Way Forward
Build durable currency-settlement systems.
Fast-track connectivity projects (CVMC, Arctic
logistics).
Expand joint R&D in defence high-tech.
Diversify energy agreements and secure
critical minerals.
Maintain calibrated engagement with U.S. and
Europe.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

RBI’s MPC cut the repo rate by 25 bps to
5.25%; cumulative cuts in 2025 now 125 bps.
Similar to 2019’s 135 bps cut cycle but under
opposite growth conditions.
GDP growth rising: 5.6% → 8.2% over the last
four quarters.
Concerns over low deflator-driven real growth,
excess capacity, and U.S. 50% tariffs
influencing the decision.
MPC retains neutral stance to stay flexible
amid global volatility.

Key Points
Repo rate: 5.5% → 5.25%.
Growth strong, but may be overstated due to
low GDP deflator.
Excess industrial capacity reduces overheating
risks.
Cheaper credit expected to help MSMEs and
exporters facing tariff-induced stress.

Inflation forecast cut to 2%, but vulnerable to
food/oil shocks.
Neutral stance signals readiness for quick
policy reversal.

Static Linkages
Role and mandate of Monetary Policy.
Repo rate and transmission mechanisms.
GDP deflator and real vs. nominal growth.
Effects of trade tariffs on external sector.
Concept of output gap.
Supply-driven inflation sensitivity (food, oil).

Critical Analysis
Positives:

Supports investment and capacity utilisation.
Eases stress on MSMEs/exporters.
Maintains policy flexibility.

Concerns:
Inflation may rebound like 2019 episode.
Risk of liquidity-driven asset bubbles.
External shocks may upset projections.

Stakeholders:
Industry: Cheaper borrowing
Consumers: Lower EMIs
Banks: Higher credit demand but margin
pressure
Government: Growth support without fiscal
expansion

Way Forward
Strengthen monetary transmission.
Targeted credit for MSMEs/export sectors.
Better inflation forecasting for volatile
commodities.
Boost capacity creation to sustain growth.
Diversify exports and strengthen supply
chains.
Maintain fiscal–monetary coordination.

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY



KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

SC issued directions to ensure disability
support in prisons, triggered by denial of
accommodations to G.N. Saibaba and Stan
Swamy.
Linked to Articles 14 & 21 and duties under the
RPwD Act, 2016.
National guidelines exist, but many State
manuals retain outdated able-bodied
assumptions.
SC separately ruled caste-based segregation
unconstitutional; will monitor discrimination
on caste, gender, disability.
NCRB data notes mental illness among
inmates; Dalits and Adivasis are over-
represented.

Key Points
Mandatory disability screening at admission,
accessible facilities, assistive support.
States to revise manuals to align with RPwD
Act.
Expands Muruganantham (2025) directions
nationwide.
Recognizes structural caste bias in prison
labour and treatment.
Calls for independent inspections and
publication of disaggregated data.
Highlights underfunded rights-based functions
due to “carceral austerity.”

Static Linkages
Articles 14, 21, 38, 41, 46 – equality, dignity,
protection of vulnerable groups.
State List (Entry 4) – prisons under State
jurisdiction; Centre influences via advisories.
RPwD Act, 2016 – accessibility and reasonable
accommodation.
SC precedents: Sunil Batra, Rama Murthy –
prisoners retain fundamental rights.
NCRB data as a statutory monitoring tool.

Critical Analysis
Pros

Strengthens rights and dignity of vulnerable
inmates.
Forces modernization of outdated prison rules.
Enhances transparency through disaggregated
data.

Cons / Challenges
Funding gaps and staff shortages.
Limited disability expertise in prison systems.
Deep-rooted caste and colonial administrative
structures.

Way Forward
Update State manuals with clear disability
duties.
Increase budgets for accessibility and assistive
services.
Professional disability screening at entry.
Mandatory caste/disability-disaggregated
reporting.
Stronger independent inspections & training
for prison staff.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Government has asked ministries/departments
to review PhD guide selection and align
doctoral research with “emerging national
priorities.”
Objective: Promote innovation, technology
development, and ensure public money funds
nationally relevant research.
The proposal has revived debates on academic
autonomy, support for basic research, and
persistent fellowship delays.

Key Points
Govt suggests shifting research toward
renewable energy, battery tech, sustainable
agriculture, and health innovations.
Critics argue this may undermine basic
science, whose benefits often appear decades
later (e.g., quantum physics → quantum
computing).
Bell Labs’ success shows the value of freedom
to pursue non-immediate research.
Structural issues:

Delayed DBT fellowship payments,
sometimes for 6–9 months.
Non-NET fellowship stagnant at
₹8,000/month (since 2012).
Limited industry-funded PhDs outside elite
institutions.
Humanities at risk of political influence if
research is restricted to "national
priorities."

Static Linkages
Constitutional basis: Art. 19(1)(a) (freedom of
expression), Art. 51A(h) (scientific temper).

India’s R&D spending: ~0.65% of GDP (Economic
Survey).
NEP 2020: Push for research autonomy, NRF for
national + basic research.
NCERT concepts: difference between basic and
applied research.

Critical Analysis
Pros

Stronger alignment with national missions
Clearer accountability for public R&D spending
Possibility of accelerating tech-driven
development

Concerns
Risk of centralised control over research topics.
Undervaluing long-term basic research.
Fellowship delays create severe financial
insecurity.
Weak industry–academia linkages.
Vulnerability of humanities/social sciences to
politicisation.

Stakeholders
Government: Efficient, targeted R&D spending
Universities/Scholars: Need autonomy +
predictable funding
Industry: Wants reliable collaboration timelines
Society: Needs both innovation & critical inquiry

Way Forward
Guarantee timely DBT via automated tracking.
Revise fellowship amounts, index to inflation.
Empower NRF to support basic + applied
research.
Expand industry–academia PhD programmes.
Protect topic autonomy, especially in social
sciences.
Invest in long-term foundational science.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

India and the UK have intensified defence
engagement under India–UK Vision 2035.
Key activities:

Ajeya Warrior 2024 (Army) in Rajasthan.
Exercise KONKAN featuring INS Vikrant and
HMS Prince of Wales.

A 10-year Defence Industrial Roadmap and a
£350-million missile deal were finalised.
Collaboration underway on maritime electric
propulsion for Indian naval platforms.

Key Points
Ajeya Warrior: Multi-domain Army exercise
enhancing interoperability and tactical
coordination.
Exercise KONKAN: First-ever joint operation
involving both nations’ aircraft carrier groups.
Industrial Cooperation: Focus on co-
production, tech transfer, and defence
innovation.
Major Agreements:

Lightweight Multirole Missiles for Indian
Army.
Electric propulsion technology for future
Indian naval ships.

Training Collaboration: Indian instructors at
Sandhurst and proposed RAF–IAF instructor
integration.

Strategic Alignment: Commitment to a free,
open Indo-Pacific grounded in UNCLOS norms.

Static Linkages
Evolution of India–UK ties since post-Cold War
era.
UNCLOS principles: freedom of navigation &
maritime order.
Defence Acquisition Procedure (DAP) – co-
production norms.
SAGAR doctrine and Indo-Pacific strategic
vision.
Make in India and indigenisation in defence.

Critical Analysis
Pros

Boosts interoperability and joint operational
readiness.
Strengthens India’s defence manufacturing
ecosystem.
Enhances Indo-Pacific stability and maritime
capabilities.
Facilitates high-tech knowledge sharing.

Cons / Challenges
Possible divergence in geopolitical alignment
(NATO considerations).
Technology transfer may face procedural
hurdles.
Regional sensitivities, especially China’s
response.
Slow procurement processes on both sides.

Stakeholders
India: seeks technology, co-production,
maritime capability.
UK: aims for Indo-Pacific presence and
defence market access.

Way Forward
Speed up joint R&D under the Industrial
Roadmap.
Expand tri-service, cyber and space
cooperation.
Focus on deep technology transfer tied to
Aatmanirbhar Bharat.
Strengthen maritime domain awareness
mechanisms.
Institutionalise long-term military training
exchanges.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

A major fire at an Arpora, Goa nightclub caused
casualties; the venue lacked mandatory
licences and a Fire Dept. NOC.
Prior safety violations were flagged by the
village panchayat.
Incident reflects a pattern seen in recent fires
in Jaipur (hospital), Delhi (paediatric hospital),
Rajkot gaming centre, Kamala Mills (2017) and
Karol Bagh (2019).
Goa govt. has formed a magisterial inquiry
committee.

Key Points
Missing basic fire safety features: inadequate
exits, poor ventilation, flammable décor.
Violations of National Building Code (NBC
2016) and state bye-laws.
Rapid urbanisation and mushrooming
commercial hubs often outpace compliance
checks.
Weak enforcement, corruption, and
commercial pressure fuel systemic non-
compliance.

Static Linkages
NBC 2016: Fire prevention, evacuation norms,
materials standards.

DM Act 2005: Man-made disaster prevention &
accountability.
Municipal Governance: Trade licences, building
compliance, fire certification.
Article 21: Safe environment as a fundamental
right.
Administrative Ethics: Duty of care, liability for
negligence.

Critical Analysis
Challenges:

Enforcement deficit despite clear rules.
Profit-driven corner-cutting by
establishments.
Complicity of licensing authorities.
Inadequate fire department manpower &
monitoring.

Stakeholders:
Victims seek accountability.
Businesses demand ease of doing business but
must ensure compliance.
ULBs caught between revenue and regulation.

Way Forward
Annual independent fire audits.
Digitised licensing to curb discretion.
GIS-based compliance tracking by ULBs.
Strong penalties for violations under NBC.
Public safety awareness drives.
Strengthen SDMA oversight and fire services
capacity.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Rabi sowing is ~10% higher than last year, led
by wheat, mustard, chana, masoor.
Excess monsoon rainfall improved soil
moisture and reservoir levels.
Farmers are compensating for kharif losses
due to heavy rain.
MSP hikes, especially for wheat, boosted
sowing.
WMO forecasts a weak La Niña, likely ensuring
a colder, favourable winter.
Food inflation has eased, enabling RBI to cut
repo rate to 5.25%.
Agricultural deflation emerging due to low
price realisation.

Key Points
Higher acreage improves chances of a bumper
rabi harvest.
Negative/low food inflation supported
consumption revival.
Agriculture GVA (constant prices): 3.7% (Q1),
3.5% (Q2).

Nominal GVA far lower (3.2%, 1.8%) → clear
deflation.
Price volatility persists due to reform gaps in
agriculture.

Static Linkages
Monsoon variability & its role in Indian
agriculture.
Rabi vs Kharif cropping, MSP mechanism (A2,
FL, C2).
Food inflation drivers & buffer stock policy.
Agricultural marketing limitations: APMC, e-
NAM.
RBI monetary policy transmission.

Critical Analysis
Pros

Higher sowing → better supply → stable food
prices.
Supports household consumption and RBI’s
rate cuts.
Good reservoir levels reduce groundwater
stress.

Cons
Deflation hurts farm incomes.
Discourages investment in technology & land
improvement.
Marketing reforms lag; MSP benefits limited.
High climate dependence increases
vulnerability.

Stakeholders
Farmers: need remunerative, stable prices.
Consumers: benefit from low inflation.
Government/RBI: balance inflation, fiscal load,
policy space.

Way Forward
Strengthen price stabilisation buffer and PSF.
Reform MSP & procurement; diversify beyond
wheat–rice.
Expand storage, e-NAM, FPOs, WRS.
Promote climate-resilient crops and
diversification.
Improve credit, insurance, irrigation access.

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY


