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Caste must not be allowed to divide
us, whatever the circumstance: CJI

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

Chief Justice of India Surya
Kant remarked on Tuesday
that society must not be
“divided” on caste lines, af-
ter a submission was made
about the Union govern-
ment’s announcement on
conducting a caste censis.

“Whatever we do, 1
think we should not divide
society on caste lines,”
ChiefJustice Kant observed
orally.

The top judge was res-
ponding to a submission
by senior advocate Indira
Jaising about the govern-
ment's announcement of a
caste census.

“There has been no
caste census after 1931
That was the last one. The
Government of India has
announced a caste census
precisely to ascertain the
percentage of the Other
Backward Classes (OBC) in
the population. This is rele-
vant for Part IX of the Con-
stitution [local self-gover-
nance in rural India],” Ms.
Jaising said.

Quota in local bodies

The government had an-
nounced that caste enum-
eration would be a part of

A

that they
and others can also be

SURYA KANT
Chiel Justioe of India

the next Census in March
2027, The oral remark from
the CJ1 came towards the
end of a hearing in which
the Bench was considering
the issue of political reser-
vation for OBCs in local bo-
dies scheduled to go to the
polls in Maharashtra.

Contentions were made
in court that reservations
in 57 out of a total 288
municipal councils and na-
gar panchayats going to the
polls on December 2 ex-
ceeded the 50% threshold
set by a Constitution Bench
in K. Krishna Murthy v. Un-
ion of India.

The Maharashtra State
Election Commission, re-
presented by senior advo-
cate Balbir Singh, acknow-
ledged the breach of the
50% cut-off in the 57 seats.

However, Chief Justice
Kant orally said the court
would still allow the elec-

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

e During the hearing on OBC reservation in
Maharashtra local bodies, CJI Surya Kant
remarked that society must not be “divided on

caste lines.”

e Senior Advocate Indira Jaising highlighted the
Union’s plan for a 2027 caste census, the first
after 1931, to determine OBC population

shares.

e 57 out of 288 local bodies exceeded the 50%
reservation cap; yet SC allowed polls to avoid

OBCs must get adequate
representation, but

is it happening at the cost of
everyone being ousted or s it

1 be accommodated,

reasonably accommodated. We
need 1o see how to balance th'

*
4

tions to be held. “The 57
seats would be subject to
the outcome of these pro-
ceedings. Any further elec-
tion which you [Election
Commission] notify must
comply with the 50% ceil-
ing,” the CJ1 observed.

Elections have not yet
been notified in 32 zilla
panchayats, 29 municipal
corporations and over 330
panchayat samitis in
Maharashtra.

“Institutions at  the
grassroots level have to be
revived. People are not get-
ting their representatives
[in the local bodies]. All of
them are being run by bu-
reaucrats. We will allow
the election to be held,”
Chief Justice Kant said,
clarifying why the polls
should go ahead.

The local body elections
in the State have been
stalled since 2022 due to li-

prolonged bureaucratic control.

¢ Elections in major bodies remain pending since

2022 due to the OBC quota litigation.

Key Points

e Caste Enumeration to be included in March

2027 Census.

e Triple Test Requirement for OBC political

reservation:
a.Empirical data
b.Dedicated commission

c.50% cap compliance
* SEC accepted breach of the 50% ceiling in 57

seats.

e SC: Elections may proceed; results in 57 seats

subject to judicial outcome.

e Possible reference to a Constitution Bench to
clarify “grey areas” around the 50% limit.

tigation over the imple-
mentation of the OBC
TEsSETvVation.

The CJI, while listing the
case on November 27, as-
sured the court would de-
vise a “workable arrange-
ment” by which the
elections could be held af-
ter “ironing out the creas-
es” through an interim or-
der. The court also asked
the State Election Commis-
sion to provide a broad
sketch of the percentage of
OBCs in the 57 local
bodies.

Ms, Jaising said the OBC
communities should not
be deprived of proportion-
ate political
representation.

“0BCs must get adeq-
uate representation, but is
it happening at the cost of
everyone being ousted or
is it that they can be ac-
commodated, and others
can also be reasonably ac-
commodated. We need to
see¢ how to balance this,”
the CJI told the State Elec-
tion Commission.

The Bench said it would
look into whether the
“grey areas” around the
50% cut-off on reservation
in local bodies’ elections
ought to be referred to a
Constitution Bench.

Static Linkages

¢ Articles 243-2430: Local bodies.

e Article 340: Backward Classes Commission.

e [ndra Sawhney (1992): 50% reservation
ceiling.

e K. Krishna Murthy (2010): Applied 50% cap
to political reservations.

e 73rd/74th Amendments: Local governance
structure & mandatory SC/ST & women
quotas.

Critical Analysis
Pros
* Restores democratic functioning in stalled
local bodies.
e Caste census enables data-driven
reservation policy.
* Balances OBC representation with equality
before law.
Cons
e Caste census may deepen identity politics.
e Slow surveys delay elections & compliance
with triple test.
e Uncertainty persists on strictness of the
50% ceiling in political reservations.
Stakeholder Views
* OBC Groups: Seek proportional
representation.
e Judiciary: Focus on constitutional balance.
e SEC: Must ensure legality + timely polls.

Way Forward

e Conduct caste enumeration with
transparency.

e Ensure rapid, scientific OBC surveys.

e Clarify 50% cap via Constitution Bench.

e Maintain predictable election cycles
through stronger SEC autonomy.

* Promote social cohesion alongside
affirmative action.
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The trajectory of Hes
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- While this has reduced the commerncial
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

e The 2025 Saudi-American Summit marked a
reset of the 80-year-old partnership, originally
built on the 1945 “oil-for-security” pact.

e Trump’s second-term visit revived ties strained
by Yemen, Khashoggi, Gaza and China’s entry

staehood, which bsrael has ruled ous,

Mew contours under the Trump presidency
There has Been a positive sea change in blateral
thes simon Mr. Trump took ower the LS.

thils year, His first visit of bis second
Beren abwrodd wias bo Saisdi Arabéa in May 2005,
where an agreement 1o supply $142 billion worth
of military ﬂI‘hmd The new
mnmunn‘ werein
Nldﬂ'u::ﬂlemlﬂds-bﬂnﬂlunu I

O bis. parrt, :\I:Srudih-wndmmh
promised Ssud imvesiments i the LS. economy
Eroan $600 billion to §1 rillion withous 3 foued
time frame. The amount ks nearty as big as the
couritry’s GO and the entire corpus of the
Kingdom's Public Investment Fund (PIF), which
dwad,'hu-mﬁ.nl’llﬁwu inthe

lhim an indispensable, long-term LS. interiocsior
a3 the reglon's geopalitical architecture gets
mecondigared.

Wil the vt was aflent on ghobul issses,
there are sigrs ol subtermnean belareral
conrdination. Al b Largely

disappeared s the driver fof bilateral economic

K T ‘Washington
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“The fw sides alany made tangible progress
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The mobust revival of the 1.5 -Saudi tes in
Trursp 2.0 bound 1o bave & Imspact,
Under MbS, Saudi Arabé, the Arab world's kirngest
economy, has sbandoned s low-key diplomatic
pradile, alma e sertive and visible
pursuit of natiorad inderesss. This process bas

Jorg

that has subdued Iran, the Kingdom's
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the Sudanese civil war. Even the lranian President
s soughnt the MbS Bacilitation of the resusnpton

endorsement by the White House during the
empower MbS, who at
40 years could he asound for decades, making

into Riyadh’s strategic space.

e A new defence pact designated Saudi Arabia as

a Major Non-NATO Ally (MNNA).

Key Points

e $142 billion U.S. defence sale + $270 billion

investment deals.

e Saudi pledge to raise U.S. investments to $1

trillion.

* Agreements on civil nuclear collaboration and

Al chips.

* Regional impact: Saudi assertiveness in Syria,
Sudan, Iran talks; weakened Iranian influence.

¢ QOil market coordination strengthened through
U.S. sanctions on Iran, Venezuela and Russian

firms.

Implications for India

e Possible U.S.-approved defence access for

Pakistan via Riyadh.

e Moderate but stable oil prices suit India’s

energy strategy.

iple |ts reghnal Pax Americana.

Irpsct o India
Thee Washiinglon Smmil does have several
implcaticns for India. First, it may provide

third

ppbei.

Thind, soasing Saudi ambitions for ks post-ofl
Visbon-2030, such & Al dats Cerdres, may creane
econoimic opportundties for India.

Fourth, curbing Chilna’s foray o Ssudi Arabia
mmmw-ﬁrhm Imnclion s
meeds to pricritise emering ingo
metwhﬁﬂ
Arabia.

Lasly, the ernenging mod vivenk with lsrael
Mlkﬂh{tm:&mionthlndhm

Riy
Thas, nevertheless, ;unmmmnum
“oil-for-securicy” paradign. As the new, mote
mebulous drivers congeal snd Ssudi Arabiy
mmmzwmny d!:l.nmenm
an uncharted berritory. While

Vision 2030 creates opportunities for
Indian IT-Al sectors.

China’s reduced strategic space may
help India deepen ties.

Boost for IMEC Corridor passing
through Saudi Arabia.

Static Linkages

MNNA perks: priority U.S. defence
deliveries, financing, tech access (U.S.
Title 22).

India = 3rd-largest oil importer
(Economic Survey).

West Asian chokepoints vital for India’s
energy security (NCERT Geography).
India—-Saudi Strategic Partnership
Council (2019) as institutional linkage.

::'.‘:L‘?;‘L“,.;."‘",‘.‘L‘:.""’"‘“’ wicms  Critical Analysis
Positives:

Counters China—Russia in West Asia;
stabilises oil markets; opens tech
cooperation; strengthens regional
security.

Negatives:

Pakistan may benefit militarily; oil may
remain moderately high; human rights
sidelined; Saudi autonomy makes
policies less predictable.

Challenges:

Fragile West Asian security order;
unresolved Israel-Palestine issue;
sanctions-driven oil volatility.

Way Forward

Fast-track India-Saudi CEPA
negotiations.

Expand cooperation in Al, fintech, and
digital infrastructure.

Diversify oil procurement to reduce
dependence.

Strengthen maritime security presence
in Arabian Sea-Red Sea.

Monitor Pakistan-Saudi defence
developments.



A landmark law in 2013, it needs a spine in 2025

case in Chandigarh, where a college
Apma’evssm was sacked afier a probe by the

Internal Complaints Committee (ICC)
under the Sexual Harassment of Women at
Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and
Rexdressaly Act, 2003 (or the POSH Acth marks a
rare but important precedent. The snudents”
comglaint, filed on September 12, 2024, was
investigated, and the allegations of sexual
harassment were proven.

‘While this outeome (s betng hafled a5 <justice
served”, it also exposes the low conviction rate
under the POSH Act and the gaps that prevent it
from delivering justice with consistency and
empathy, especially in educational institutions
where young women and men face unequal
pw‘crd)mmus 'I"Imswntcf has seen the

that

dmug\he pm'posedme law after having
witnessed several cases of sexual harssment in
universities and colleges.

The Nawed idea of consent

what does not, shaping their behaviour o remain
in the grey zone of legality. The law, sill bound o
visible or explicit acts, fails vo address this subale,
peychological form of explodtation.

Ome of the most pressing flaws is the limitation
period of three months for fling complaints. For
a woman who has survived manipulation or
coercin, recognising what happened and
gathering courage to report it often takes much
lomger. In universites, where students spend
several years under the same institutional roof,
realization and evidence may emerge much kater,
Justice should not come with an expiry date. The
three-month rule only strengthens the confidence
of perpetrators that their acts will fade with time.

Equally roubling is the terminology, The
aocused is called a ™ i, and not an
“accused.” This small Enguistic change dihmnes the
seriousness of the offence. Outside the
workplace, the same conduct would constitute a
crime, Why should the context of a college or
office make it seem bess grave? Language matters,

muktiple spaces for interaction across instinutions.

When an accused 's misconduct spans
different campuses, there & no mechanism 1o
connect or pursue those cases jointly. This

absence allows repeat offenders to go uncheckd.

For a woman, kdging a complain is iesell a
attle foughe after an intense intermal seruggle.
What follows, however, often :u.numl.oinmiltr

ordeal. | d of relief, shclacu,.“
delays, hasd Aol
g,

The law akso permits disciplinary action
aainst complainants found to have fled
“malicious™ complaints, whr_h though meant as
a safeguard, ends up knti
victims. The process, meant 1o deliver ustice,
often retraumatises them.

The digital evidence dilemma

With technology reshaping communication,
harassment too has evolved, Messages can
vanish, photographs appear only ence, and chats

By softening the label, the law normalises a
violation that causes desp psyvehological trauma.

ane encrypred. Expecting Internal Compladnt

Commimee (10C) members - often without begal
Vague definitions within the Act further shift or technical training = to interpret such evidence °

the burden of proof onto the woman. She must is unrealistic. The law has not adapted to this

prove harassment within an instinutional dlgnal rcaJJ[) It st include updated

structure that is often hesitant, ill-equipped, and . clear protocels for handling digital

riskaverse, In most genuine cases, harissmentis | evidence, and mandatory training for committes

naot a single act but a behavioural pattern. Yet, maembers to ensune that technology does not °

vend o dismiss plaints for lack of | become a shield for offenders.
direct evidence. There should be ways (o xsess ‘Wornen have bong relied on informal netsorks
behavioural conduct through avonymous o warrn each other about unsafe individuals.

The Act, though well-intentioned, suffers from
conceptual and procedural flaws, It talks about
“consent” but not “informed consent™. That
distinction is crucial. Consent loses its meaning
when obtained through manipulation or
incomplete knowledge. Within workplace and
academic settings, relationships may inftialhy

appear consensual, but when emotional
manipukation or power imbalance surfaces Liter,
the earlier consent becormes invalid. What a

Principles of Natural Justice in
quasi-judicial bodies like ICCs.
Power asymmetry in institutional
hierarchies (NCERT Sociology).

‘wonman experiences then is not only harassment The FT(EH _Aﬂ feedhack or corroborative testimony. Sinoe the ‘whisper systems exist precisely because
Tt also betrayal. needs to have accused alrcadv enjoys protection through a the formal mechanisms oﬁen failed them. The . .
Yet, the i does ot aceount for such clearer talel POSH Act was a millestone when enacted in 2013, @ Technology as a d|sru ptor N legal
informed consent, ignoring how educated lamguage. longer the same Fajll: st extend to e comuminee's It 2 decade kaver, needs strengthening. It must
perpetrators exploit trust, authority and timelines, ability to recognise croumstantial evidence, incorporate clearer language, longer timelines, Hp H
information asymmetry. recognition of Reading between the lines and acknowledging recognition of emotional and digital abuse, and processes (dlgltal evldence ru l_es
Emotional harassment that stems from emotional and informal networks should be part of the process. stronger investigative wols. Justioe should not
deceitful or manipulative reladonships also 5 = dependon the victim's endurance or on the H H
remains outside the Acts ambit, When consentjs | SBital abuse, No clarity on inter-institutional ifte's i Tt musst be built into the under Indian Evidence ACt, T ACt)-
‘obtained through fraud or emotional coercion, it | a1 stronger The Act is also silent on inter institutional sl.mcmund'mclawuscll Until that happens, the
shoubd be rreated as harassment. Many educared Investigative In academia, visi protection promised by the POSH Act will remain g

Limitation principles under general
legal procedures (Limitation Act).

accused understand what leaves evidence and toxols

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

e A Chandigarh college professor was dismissed
after the ICC proved sexual harassment under
the POSH Act (2013).

* The case sets a rare precedent but exposes
major conceptual and procedural weaknesses
in POSH, especially in academic institutions
with strong power hierarchies.

research collaborations amd conlerences create maore symibodic thamn real.

Critical Analysis
Strengths
e Statutory mechanism post-Vishaka
e Decentralised ICCs
* Broad behavioural definitions
Challenges
* No recognition of manipulative
consent or emotional coercion
¢ Rigid 3-month limit
* Weak digital evidence framework
e |nstitutional bias and procedural
delays
e Fear of “malicious complaint” action
Stakeholders
e Survivors: trauma, delay, retaliation

Key Points

* POSH mandates ICCs and defines workplace
sexual harassment.

* Gaps include lack of informed consent,
emotional manipulation, and digital
harassment recognition.

e Three-month filing limit restricts survivors.

. N N * |CCs: lack of expertise
e Terminology (“respondent”) reduces e |nstitutions: reputational concerns
seriousness of offences. .

\ . e . Accused: need procedural fairness
* No clarity on inter-institutional complaints

common in academia.

e |CCs often lack training in law, psychology, and
digital evidence.

* “Malicious complaint” clause deters genuine
victims.

\Way Forward

e Amend POSH to cover informed
consent, emotional abuse, digital
harassment

e Extend/remove limitation period

e Standardise ICC functioning with
expert panels

e Create inter-institutional POSH

Static Linkages
e Sexual Harassment as violation of
Fundamental Rights: Articles 14,15, 19(1)(g), 21

S ) mechanism
(as upheld in Vishaka vs State of Rajasthan, e National protocol for digital
1997)' Ay . evidence
e Vishaka Guidelines (1997) — Judicially e Periodic audits and survivor support
mandated framework before POSH Act was services

passed.




Air quality issue requires engagement
with citizens, not intimidation

n November 24, the Delhi government
0 confronted a small and peaceful crowd

near India Gate, that had gathered to ex-
press its concern about the city's air quality index
hovering near 400, with a heavy police presence.
The question practically wrote itself: was the
threat being managed here public safety or polit-
ical embarrassment? Air quality in North India in
winter is often discussed as a Delhi issue, yet
monitoring stations have revealed a continuous
zone of foul air from around Islamabad to Bihar.
Emissions from industry, power generation, tran-
sport and agriculture circulate in this shared
airshed. This is why the India Gate protests are
politically significant. Delhi's middle class has
usually responded with air purifiers, closed win-
dows, vacations and private dissatisfaction - but
apparently not anymore. And the state has res-
ponded by policing rather than engagement. De-
ploying Rapid Action Force units shows that the
government treats these gatherings as a law-and-
order rather than a governance problem. North
India’s winter smog is the most visible part of a
wider national crisis. Long-term analyses of par-
ticulate pollution, such as the Air Quality Life In-
dex, have shown that unsafe air is now the norm
for most of India — and that present regulation,
monitoring, and enforcement arrangements are
insufficient across States and sectors. Treating
the problem as a seasonal emergency, in the face
of evidence pointing to a permanent condition
demanding permanent institutions, has encour-
aged only bursts of action. The airshed is the
primary unit of governance.

Today, authority is split among central minis-
tries, State departments, municipal bodies and
specialised regulators, each with partial jurisdic-
tion and mixed incentives, The Commission for
Alr Quality Management was created to address
this fragmentation and is empowered to direct
emissions control, coordinate among States and
agencies, and impose sanctions. Yet, its interven-
tions have not matched the scale or persistence
of the problem. Its task now is to use its mandate
to require time-bound sectoral plans from go-
vernments and major emitters, track compliance
through continuous monitoring, and ensure data
is in public. Governments should also abandon
technical quick fixes. These measures consume
public funds and administrative bandwidth while
leaving the main sources of emissions intact. The
focus should be on interventions in power, indus-
try, transport, construction and agriculture, with
tighter norms and real enforcement, time-bound
retirement or retrofitting of polluting plants, sup-
port for cleaner fuels and technologies and cred-
ible alternatives for farmers burning crop resi-
due. These solutions will take time to manifest
but only they will lead to lasting changes. And
they need to be backed by a courageous political
vision rather than heavy-handedness.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

24 Nov: Delhi Police deployed heavy security,
including RAF, to manage a small peaceful
protest at India Gate over AQI levels near 400.
Pollution spans a continuous airshed from
Islamabad to Bihar, not just Delhi.

The government’s law-and-order approach
raised concerns about sidelining public
engagement.

India’s winter smog exposes chronic national
pollution, not a seasonal anomaly.
Fragmented governance again highlighted the
need for permanent airshed institutions.

Key Points

North India’s smog results from industry,
power, transport, construction, and
agricultural emissions circulating across
States.

The CAQM, meant to coordinate regional
action, remains under-utilised.

AQLI data shows PM2.5 levels severely reducing life
expectancy in the Indo-Gangetic Plain.

Rising middle-class mobilisation signals growing
political sensitivity.

Current approach relies on short-term bans and
quick fixes, not structural emission cuts.

Static Linkages

Airshed concept: pollution governed by
meteorology, not administrative borders.

Article 21: Right to clean environment (SC
jurisprudence).

EPA 1986 & Air Act 1981: statutory basis for
pollution control.

Cooperative federalism essential for environmental
governance.

Polluter Pays & Precautionary Principles recognised
by courts.

Municipal role via 74th Amendment (urban
environment, public health).

Eritical Analysis
ositives

Citizen protests enhance accountability and
political pressure.

CAQM provides a regional coordination mechanism.
Greater data transparency via real-time monitoring.

Challenges

Fragmented authority » weak enforcement.
Seasonal emergency mindset ignores year-round
pollution.

Ineffective tech quick fixes divert resources.

Crop burning persists due to poor alternatives.
Inconsistent monitoring and limited public access to
data.

Stakeholder Views

Government prioritises public order.
Citizens demand health-centred governance.
Farmers need economic incentives, industry
requires feasible compliance.

Way Forward

Adopt airshed-level governance as core planning
unit.

Strengthen CAQM with mandatory sectoral plans
and public compliance dashboards.
Retire/retrofit polluting plants; enforce tighter
emission norms.

Support farmers with bio-decomposers, machinery
subsidies, MSP-linked incentives.

Expand EVs, public transport, congestion
management.

Establish permanent environmental institutions;
prioritise dialogue over policing.



Decoding personality rights in the age of Al

ecently, actors

Abhishek Bachchan
Rand Aishwarya Rai

Bachchan filed a

lawsuit against Google and
YouTube in the Delhi High Court,
They alleged that Al-generated
videos portraying them in
fictitious and often explicit
scenarios infringe upon their
personality rights, resulting in

reputational and financial damage.

They sought compensation, but
also safeguards to prevent such
comtent from being used to train
future Al models.

This case highlights how Al
blliars the lines between
authenticity and deception,
prompting us to reassess the legal
and ethical frameworks governing
personality rights. Personality
rights, which include the right to
control one's name, image,
likeness, voice, and other
identifiers of identity, have long
been a bulwark against
unauthorised exploitation. Rooted
in concepts of privacy, dignity,
and economibe autonomy, these
rights evolved from common law
principles o address commercial
exploitation. However, the
emergence of Al, particularly in
the form of generative
technologies such as deeplakes,
has amplified these vulnerabilities.
Deepfakes, Al-generated content
that swap faces or voices,
propagate misinformation, enable
extortion, and erode trust. While
Al fosters innovation, its
unchecked use risks
commodifying human identity,
demanding legal safeguards.

The legal mosaic

Globally, personality rights differ:
Europe adopts a dignity-based
maodel, the U.S. a property-based
ome, and India a hybrid approach.
In India, these rights lack
codification and stem from Article
21 of the Constitution, affirmed in
Justice K.5. Puttaswainy v. Unibon of
India (2017). Courts have since
classified Al infringements as
privacy or intellectual property
breaches. Landmark cases include
Amitabh Bachchan v. Rajat Nagi

| ﬁ1
Madhavi
Ravikumar
Assistant Professor,
Department of
Communication

University of
Hyderabad

India needs
legislation that
explicitly defines
personality
rights and
enforces Al
watermarking
platform
liability, and
global
collaboration

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News
e Abhishek Bachchan and Aishwarya Rai

Bachchan moved the Delhi High Court against
Google and YouTube over Al-generated
deepfake videos showing them in fabricated

(2022), which recognised
personality rights; Anil Kapoor v.
Simply Life India (2023), where Al
reproductions of Mr. Kapoor's
identity and his catchphrase
“Thakaas™ were banned for
diluting brand value; and Arjit
Sirgh v. Codible Ventures LLP
(2024), where the Bombay High
Court protected Mr. Singh's voice
from Al replication. These indicate
a judicial shift towards a
privacy-property hybrid. Yet,
India's framework remains
reactive. While the Informarion
Technology Act, 2000, and the
2024 Intermediary Guidelines
address impersonation and
deeplakes, enforcement is
hindered by anonymity and
cross-border data sharing.

In the U.S., personality rights
are often referred to as the ‘right
of publicity’, a transferable
property interest that varies by
state, Haelan Laboratories v. Topps
Chewing Gum (1953) recognised
this right as distinct from privacy,
allowing celebrities to monetise
their identity. Al-related reforms
include Tennessee's ELVIS Act,
2024, banning unauthorised Al
use of voioes or likenesses in
response to deepfakes. Lawsuits
against Character. Al alleged that
its chat bots encouraged
selfi-harm, leading to teen suicides.
A 2024 Florida case claims the bot
posed as a therapist, fostering
detachment from reality. A federal
judge dismissed Character.Al's
First Amendment defence.,

In the EU, personality rights
follow a dignity-based model
under the General Data Protection
Regulation, 2016, which requires
consent for processing personal
and biometric data, The EU Al
Act, 2024, designates deepfake
technologies as high-risk,
mandating transparency and
labelling.

In China, a 2024 Beijing
Internet Court ruling held that
synthetic volces must not deceive
consumers, indicating stricter
regulation. In a related case, 3
volee actor won damages after an
Al replica was sold without
consent, affirming voice as part of

and explicit scenarios.

* They seek damages and protection against Al

model training on such content.

* The case spotlights India’s legal gaps in
regulating Al misuse and protecting identity.

Key Points

e Personality rights cover name, image, likeness,

voice, persona.

* InIndia, these arise from Article 21 (post-

Puttaswamy, 2017).

* Major Indian rulings:
o Amitabh Bachchan (2022) - independent

personality rights.

o Anil Kapoor (2023) - ban on Al use of

likeness/catchphrase.

o Arijit Singh (2024) - voice protected from Al

cloning.

* No dedicated law; regulation scattered across
IT Act 2000, Intermediary Guidelines 2024,

and deepfake advisories.

personality rights.

This fragmented global
framework exposes how Al's
transnational nature surpasses
national laws. In ‘Al Ethics and
Creators’ Feelings: Extended
Personality Rights as (Property)
Rights to Object’, published in the
Social Science Research Network
(2025), Guido Westkamp et al
advocate expanding rights o
encompass style and persona
Appropriations (o protect creators:
from Al's exploitative data use.

The human-Al nexus

Scholarly discussions on
personality rights in Al centre on
ethics, dignity, and autonomy.
UNESCO's Recommendation on
the Ethics of Al 2021, provides a
rights-based framework. Its
principles stress that Al must not
exploit individuals. In

k- ing identity: A
comprehensive survey of
anonymization strategies for
behavioural data, Aldrich, ST.,
and Smith, K.R. (2024) critique
India’s fragmented laws, calling for
statutory Al definitions and
high-risk classifications for
deepfakes used in disinformation.
They raise ethical issues such as Al
recreations of deceased artists,
noting that Indian courts deem
personality rights non-heritable.
Broader scholarship, including
“The Ethics and Challenges of
Legal Personhood for Al by
Forrest, K. B. (2023), in The Yale
Law fournal, warns that granting
Al leggal status may erode human
rights. Al's duality is clear:
technologies like ChatGPT expand
creativity but also enable harm.
However, exoessive regulation
could stifle innovation.

These controversies expose
systemic gaps. India needs
legislation that explicitly defines
personality rights and enforces Al
watermarking, platform liability,
and global collaboration. The:
government's 2024 deeplake
advisory is a preliminary step, but
SUTONZEr Measures are essential.
International harmonisation
through UNESCO principles could
avert ethical deterioration.

Global approaches:

o EU GDPR + Al Act - consent + mandatory
deepfake disclosure.

o US - state-level “right of publicity”;
ELVIS Act (2024) curbs Al misuse of
voice/likeness.

o China - tight rules against deceptive
synthetic content; courts protect voice
rights.

Static Linkages

e Article 21 - dignity, privacy, autonomy.
e Reasonable Restrictions (Art. 19(2)) -
defamation, public order.
e Copyright moral rights, passing-off
principles.
e |T Act provisions against impersonation and
misuse of online identity.
e Union List control over digital
communication.
Critical Analysis
Pros
e Protects individuals from defamation,
identity theft, extortion.
* Increases intermediary accountability.
e Promotes ethical Al and safeguards public
trust.
Concerns
* No codified law; courts fill gaps.
e Cross-border hosting complicates
enforcement.
e Determining liability of platforms vs
developers remains unclear.
e Deepfake detection is technically complex;
regulation risks overreach.
Stakeholders
e Celebrities: demand strong protection.
¢ Platforms: seek flexible rules.
e Judiciary: reactive, rights-expanding role.
e Public: vulnerable to misinformation.
Way Forward
e Enact a Personality Rights Act with clear
definitions.
e Mandatory watermarking, traceability,
deepfake labels.
e Strong intermediary liability and rapid
takedown norms.
e Al audits, risk-classification, and a
specialised Al regulator.
* Global cooperation guided by UNESCO Al
Ethics.
[ ]

Fast-track cyber courts for deepfake-related
disputes.



Trump’s Ukraine peace plan is audacious.
India has a stake in its success
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

e US President Trump has unveiled a Ukraine
peace plan proposing reintegration of Russia
into the Western-led order.

* Key elements include:

o Russia’s return to the G7,

o A US-Russia economic partnership,

o Acceptance of Russian control over eastern
Ukraine + Crimea,

o No NATO membership for Ukraine.

e Europe, Ukraine and US establishment are
alarmed; Trump aims to dilute Russia—China
closeness.

* [ndia sees major geopolitical implications.

Key Points

ween and Moscaw

e Plan mirrors several Russian demands; offers
an ultimatum to Kyiv on aid.
e US domestic split: foreign policy elite oppose;
MAGA bloc wants disengagement from Europe.
* Russia expects European fatigue and deeper
Western divisions.
e |f successful, Russia may reduce dependence

on China.

* India prefers early conflict resolution and
flexible ties with both US and Russia.

Static Linkages
e Balance of Power: preventing dominance of
any Eurasian power.

* Non-Alignment: issue-based engagement, no
bloc alignment.

* Mackinder’s Heartland Theory: centrality of
Eurasia in global power.

and Defonce Ressarch

¢ |ndia’s strategic autonomy:
independent decision-making.

e Energy security & defence
diversification: long-standing Indian
priorities.

Critical Analysis
Pros

e Weakens China-Russia axis >
strategic relief for India.

¢ widens India’s manoeuvring space
between great powers.

e Stabilises energy markets and
Russia-dependent defence supply
chains.

* Reduces risk of a US-China G2
order.

Cons

e Sets precedent of territorial
concessions.

¢ Trans-Atlantic tensions may rise.

e US policy volatility persists; Russia
may distrust US motives.

¢ |ndia must handle sanctions risks,
especially on energy purchases.

Stakeholder View

e Ukraine fears loss of sovereignty;
Europe opposes appeasement.

e US divided; Russia sees opportunity
to regain great-power status.

* India wants de-escalation without
harming core interests.

Way Forward for India

e Maintain strategic autonomy and
avoid ideological camps.

¢ Deepen ties with both US and
Russia while safeguarding core
interests.

e Push for diplomacy under UN
Charter principles.

e Use G20/SCO/BRICS to promote
Eurasian stability.

e Continue diversified energy and
defence procurement.



Constitution’s vision of rights
was ahead of its time

ODAY MARKS the Poth anniver-
'sary of the adoption of the In-
dian Constitution. Bom amidst
abloody partition and transfer
of power from colonial rule, it
was ahead of its time, It departed in several
respects from the Western constitutions that

1949, Nevertheless, at the behest of leaders
like B R Ambedkar, the Constitution recog-
nised thar differential treatment was needed
toaddress structural inequalities. India was
aworld leader in the constinutionalisation of
affirmative action in 1950, a decade before
the US'sadvances incivil-rights legislation.

Static Linkages

Preamble values of justice, liberty, equality,
fraternity.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

QP Jindal Global University

Strong cultural and linguistic protections for
minorities.

Context of the News

* |ndia observed the 76th Constitution Day (26
Nov 2025).

e Editorials highlighted how the Constitution was
ahead of its time, especially in equality,
minority rights, affirmative action, and
secularism.

* Renewed focus on how it departs from
Western liberal constitutionalism by
recognising caste hierarchies and community

Cons
* Emergency powers weaken civil liberties.
e Colonial laws dilute constitutional morality.
* Tension between individual vs. group rights
(personal laws).
* Implementation gaps in rights enforcement.
Stakeholder Views
* Marginalised groups emphasise need for
protections.
e Civil liberty groups seek stronger rights

power. safeguards.
* Minorities want cultural autonomy with
Key Points gender-just reforms.

e Articles 14, 15,17, 23 broaden equality to
tackle social and caste-based discrimination,
including by private actors.

¢ [ndia pioneered affirmative action (1950)

e State favours strong executive for governance
stability.

Way Forward

earlier than Western democracies. e Strengthen civil-liberties jurisprudence.

e Secularism ensures no state religion, bans * Repeal outdated colonial laws.
compulsory religious taxation (Art. 27) and * Expand anti-discrimination law to private
instruction (Art. 28). sector.

e Articles 25-26 protect individual and group e Balance cultural autonomy with universal civil
religious freedoms; 29-30 safeguard minority rights.
culture and institutions. * Review affirmative action mechanisms.

e Limitations include emergency powers, * Improve judicial efficiency.
colonial-era laws, and historically strong e Boost constitutional literacy nationwide.

executive authority.
e Constitution remains a unifying moral
framework for diversity and social justice.




Cars are the culprit.
Greening themis key

EHICULAR EMISSIONS were identified as the major

constituent of Delhi’s toxic air in the late 1990s. In

2001, the Supreme Court nudged the city’s public

transport tomove to CNG. But the gains from the tran-
sitiontothe relatively cleaner fuel were offsetinlessthan a dec-
ade by the large increase in private vehicles. Despite near-una-
nimity on the need to make transport the focal point of Delhi's
anti-pollution drive, policy responses have been half-hearted
atbest. Now, with the national capital in the grip of another spell
of noxious air, a high-level meeting chaired by the Principal Sec-
retary tothe Prime Minister hasdirected the NCR states to adopt
aslew of measures to curbemissions from private carsand two-
wheelers, These include penalising owners whose vehicles de-
faultongreenstandards and accelerating the transition toelec-
tric vehicles. The crisis should occasion more conversationson
syncing the mobility needs of the capital’s residents with the
imperative of cleaning up the city's air.

Apart from being seen as an aspirational good, personal ve-
hicles are almost unaveidable in an expanding city where public
transport is unreliable. The average trip length in the NCR has
increased by a staggering 81 per cent in the last two decades. In
that period, Delhi’s metro network covered close to 400 km. In
the past six months, the city has also made impressive additions
toits electric bus fleet. However, by all accounts, the expansion
of public transport has not kept pace with the urban sprawl. Fail-
ure to ensure last-mile connectivity has made the metro a less
attractive option for those whocan use privatevehicles or taxds.
And, even today, Delhi's bus fleet doesn't fulfil the target setby
the Supreme Court in 1998 — 10,000 buses. These deficits have
led tovehicles clogging Delhi's streets — studies show that high
congestion can increase emissions up to seven times.

During the ongoing pollution crisis, the Delhi government
has reiterated its commitment to improving public transport.
Doing so at a scale that would be enough to make a dent inthe
smog might take time. Governments in the NCR should also
consider ways of nudging people to use private transportina
more environment-friendly way — car pools, for instance.
Cleaning up Delhi’s air will require the government and people
to work together. But people make behavioural changes only
when they see a matching commitment from the government.
The Delhi government needs to convince the city’s residents
of its sincerity by urgently taking measures that are relatively
easier to implement — reducing dust pollution, for instance.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

* A high-level meeting chaired by the Principal
Secretary to the PM directed NCR states to
curb vehicular emissions, especially from
private vehicles.

e Delhifaces another severe pollution phase;
vehicular emissions have been a major
contributor since early 2000s.

e 2001 SC-mandated CNG transition brought
temporary gains, later offset by a sharp rise in
private vehicle ownership.

e Public transport has not kept pace with urban
sprawl, worsening congestion and emissions.

Key Points

e Directions issued to: penalise vehicles flouting
green norms, accelerate EV adoption, reduce
congestion.

* NCRtrip lengths rose 81% in two decades.

e Delhi Metro: ~400 km network, but weak last-
mile connectivity reduces usage.

e Bus fleet still below SC’s 10,000-bus target.

e Congestion increases emissions up to 7x.
e Behavioural change unlikely without visible
government commitment.

Static Linkages

e Air Act 1981; Environment Protection Act 1986.

e NCAP targets 40% reduction in particulate
pollution by 2026.

e SC’s environmental jurisprudence—CNG shift,
diesel restrictions.

* NITI Aayog’s EV vision; NCERT urbanisation
patterns.

e EPCA/CAQM's role in Delhi air quality
oversight.

Critical Analysis
Pros
e Strong central push on EVs and compliance.
e Recognition of transport as a major pollutant
source.
Issues
e Public transport deficit; weak last-mile links.
e Enforcement gaps in PUC and vehicle
standards.
e High behavioural dependence on private
vehicles.
e Pollution sources beyond Delhi limit impact of
city-only measures.
Stakeholders
¢ Residents need reliable mobility;
e Governments face coordination and funding
constraints;
e Industry needs EV infrastructure incentives.

Way Forward

e Expand bus fleet urgently; strengthen last-mile
connectivity.

e Congestion pricing, carpool incentives.

e Automated, real-time PUC checks.

e EVinfrastructure expansion under FAME-II.

e Dust control via mechanised sweeping, strict
construction norms.

* |ntegrate land-use & mobility planning.



