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India’s Russian oil cuts predate U.S. tariffs: data

‘The 25% additional tariff by the US. came into effect on August 27 while government figures show a reduction in energy imports from Russia in the previous months compared
with 2024; a Commerce Ministry official said Trump tariffs were imposed at the same time and they were a factor to consider, but they are not driving Indian policies

NEW DELHI

ndia is implementing
l a larger strategy to re-
duce its dependence
on oil imports from Russia,
with the higher tariffs im-
by the U.S. coming
at a time when India was
already cutting its Russian
oil imports, according to
an analysis of official data.
This has been confirmed
by government officials.
An analysis by The Hin-
du of government trade da-
ta shows India’s ofl imperts
from Russia in September
20325 - the first full month
during which the US’s
50% tariffs on Indian im-

which were imposed as a
“penalty” for importing
Russian oil.

Bigger stra

The Russian oilrelated
25% additional tariff by the
US. on Indian imports
came into effect on August
27. However, data show
that India had cut the value
of Russian oil imports in
eight of the previous 10
months up to September
2025, compared with the
corresponding  period of
2024. In five of these
months — February, May,
June, July, and September
= the cuts exceeded 20%
each. “India has known for
a while now that its depen-
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ty of the issue.

“The Trump tariffs had
come during that time"
the official said. “Yes, they

bry India from Russia (in %)
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mething the Indian govern-
ment has neither con-
fi nor deni

Separately, formal trade

ters, induding External Af

ofl is not just in absolute
terms, but also in terms of
its share in India’s total oil
imports.

Russian oil accounted
for about 41% of India’s o~
tal oil imports in Septem-
ber 2024, which came
down o 31% by September
2025. However, rather than
a one-off, the data confirm
that this is part of a longer
process.

Russia’s share in India’s
oil imports grew from 1.6%
in 2020-21 1 2% in 2021-22,
before steadily jumping to
19% in 2022-23, 33.4% in
202324, and 350% in

fairs Minister S, Jaishankar, 2024

Commerce Minister Piyush
Goyal, and Finance Minis-

25,
The first six months of
202526 had, however,

the US. and Europe, and
the discounts it provided
India resulted in a signifi-
cant shift in India's oil im-
port basket for a few years
after the war started, with
an increasing dependence
on Russia,

Some of that is now re-
versing itsell as India has
started shifting away from
Russian oil.

In 202122, the US. ac-
counted for 9.2% of India's
oil imports and the UAE ac
counted for 12.45%. This was
when Russia accounted for
only 2% of Indias oi
imports.

By 202425, Russia ac-
counted for 35.1% of India’s
oil, while the shares of the

ports were applicable —  dence on Russian oil im-  are a factor to be kept in  talks between India and ter Nirmala Sitharaman, snapped this four-year in-  U.5. and the UAE had fallen
were 20% lower in terms of  ports had grown too high  mind, but they are not the US. have resumed af-  have asserted that India  creasing trend, with Rus- to  46% and O97%,
value and I7% lower in  andso it was already work-  driving Indian policies.” ter a brief hiatus, with  will makeits energy import  sia’s share falling to 32.3%  respectively.

terms of volume than in
September 2024,
However, the data show

ing on a plan 1o reduce
this,” an official in the Un-
ion Ministry of Commerce

Since the 50% arifls
were imposed, U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump has

In the first six months of
2025-26, the ULS. share has
once again increased to 8%

statements again  being

decisions as per its needs  in the April-September
made about tranche one of i

and best interests, and not  pe

a Bilateral Trade Agree- under duress.

that this is part of a larger  and Industry told The Hin-  been repeatedly claiming  ment expected to be con- Diversified imports and that of the UAE to
strategy rather than areac-  dw on the condition of ano-  that India will be cuttingits  cluded “soon™. Declining share Russia’s war in Ukraine, the  11.7%, even as Russia’s
tion to the tariffs, half of  nymity, given the sensitivi-  imports of Russian oil, so- Several Indian Minis- The reduction of Russian  resultant sanctions onitby  share has fallen to 32.3%.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context

e [ndia’s Russian oil imports fell 29% (value) and
17% (volume) in Sept 2025 vs Sept 2024.

* Decline reflects a pre-planned diversification
strategy, not just U.S. 50% tariffs. e Reduced geopolitical risk.

e Russia’s share in India’s oil imports dropped Cons
from 41% - 31% (Sept 2024-25). e Loss of discounted Russian crude.

* India resumes trade talks with the U.S. while e Refinery adjustments costly.

asserting energy autonomy. » Potential Middle East dependency rise.

Critical Analysis
Pros
* Better supply diversification.
e Stronger ties with U.S. & Gulf suppliers.

Key Points Way Forward
* Russian oil imports reduced in 8 of 10 months e Strengthen long-term import contracts.
before Sept 2025.  Expand strategic oil reserves.
* Major cuts (>20%): Feb, May, Jun, Jul, Sept e Push for renewables & green hydrogen.

2025.  Build rupee-trade mechanisms.
* Russia’s share fell to 32.3% in Apr-Sept 2025- e Improve refinery multi-grade handling.

26.
e U.S.and UAE shares rising again:
o U.S.:4.6% - 8%
o UAE:9.7% - 11.7%
India aims to avoid overdependence on any
one supplier.

Static Linkages

e [ndia imports 85%+ of crude oil (Economic
Survey).

e Strategic autonomy guides India’s energy
decisions.

e Crude prices strongly influence CAD and forex
stability.

* Refinery flexibility depends on crude grade
(sweet/sour).




SC strikes down provisions of Tribunal
Reforms Act, tells govt. to set up panel

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday struck down
provisions of the Tribunal
Reforms Act of 2021, a law
designed to alter the tribu-
nal system and give the Un-
ion government a domi-
nant role in appointments
and functioning, and even
fixing the salaries of chair-
persons and members.
“When Parliament de-
signs or alters the tribunal
system, it must do soin a
manner consistent with
the constitutional require-
ments of independence,
impartiality, and effective
adjudication. A law that
undermines these founda-
tional values, such as by
enabling executive control
over appointments, cur-
tailing tenure arbitrarily, or
weakening institutional au-
tonomy, does not merely
offend an ‘abstract princi-

@

When Parliament designs or alters
the tribunal system, it must do so in

A manner consistent with the constitutional
requirements of independence, impartiality, and

effective adjudication

CHIEF JUSTICE OF INDIA B.R. GAVAI

==

ple’, it strikes at the core of
the constitutional arrange-
ment,” Chief Justice of In-
dia B.R. Gavai, heading a
two-judge Bench compris-
ing Justice K. Vinod Chan-
dran, observed.

The Bench directed the
Centre to establish the Na-
tional Tribunal Commis-
sion in four months, It held
that the commission was
sorely needed as an “es-
sential  structural safe-
guard” to ensure indepen-
dence, transparency, and

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News
e SC struck down provisions of the Tribunal
Reforms Act, 2021 for undermining judicial
independence.
e Held that the Act replicated the earlier 2021
Ordinance already invalidated by the Court.
* Directed the Centre to form a National
Tribunal Commission (NTC) within four

months.

* Petitions filed by Madras Bar Association and

uniformity in the function-
ing, appointment proce-
dure, and administration
of tribunals.

The ChiefJustice termed
the 2021 law a “repackaged
version” of the Tribunal
Reforms  (Rationalisation
and Conditions of Service)
Ordinance. The law was
enacted just days after the
ordinance was  struck
down by the Supreme
Court in a July 2021 judg-
ment. The Bench said that
Parliament had “ignored”

Jairam Ramesh challenged the Act.

the defects that the court
pointed out in the ordi-
nance, and blithely trans-
ferred its provisions in a
slightly altered form to the
2021 Act.

Chief Justice Gavai dis-
missed the argument of
the Union government, re-
presented by Attorney-
General R. Venkataramani,
that Parliament had “dis-
cretion to ignore the deci-
sions of the Supreme
Court”, Noting that judicial
review of laws is a basic
feature of the Constitution,
he said that by bringing the
2021 Act, Parliament and
the Centre had brushed
aside the supremacy of the
Constitution.

The verdict was based
on a batch of petitions
filed, among others, by the
Madras Bar Association
and Congress leader Jai-
ram Ramesh. They argued
that the Act was a sly reviv-
al of the 2021 ordinance.

Separation of powers and judicial
primacy in judicial appointments
reiterated in NCC judgment,
NCLT/NCLAT cases, and various
Madras Bar Association cases.
Tribunals were recommended to be
restructured by:
o Law Commission (272nd Report)
o Supreme Court directives (2014,
2020, 2021)
o ARC recommendations for
independent oversight bodies
Article 50 urges the State to
separate judiciary from executive.

Critical Analysis

Strengths

Concerns

* Reinforces autonomy of tribunals and
constitutional supremacy.

* Prevents executive overreach in adjudicatory
bodies.

e NTC may streamline appointments, tenure,
and administration.

* Increased friction between judiciary and
executive.

e Appointment delays may worsen tribunal
pendency.

Key Points

e Executive dominance in appointments, tenure,

salaries, and functioning of tribunals violates
independence + separation of powers.

e Parliamentignored SC’s July 2021 directions
on tribunal reforms.

e Judicial review remains a basic feature;
Parliament cannot bypass SC judgments.

e NTC deemed essential for transparent,
uniform, and autonomous tribunal
administration.

Static Linkages
e Tribunals derive powers under Articles 323-A
and 323-B.
e Judicial independence forms part of the Basic
Structure Doctrine (Kesavananda Bharati Case
1973).

e Implementation of NTC requires structural and

financial readiness.
Stakeholders

e Judiciary: Protects adjudicatory
independence.

e Executive: Loses centralised control over
tribunals.

e Citizens: Expect quicker and fairer dispute
resolution.

Way Forward

e Establish NTC with clear independence
safeguards.

e Ensure judicial primacy in appointments and
tenure guidelines.

e Standardise service conditions across
tribunals.

e Use digital case-management tools to cut
delays.

e Strengthen parliamentary scrutiny of future
tribunal laws.

)




Recognise the critical role of the childcare worker

n July 24, 2023, the United Natlons
General od a
resolution to declane October 29 each
year a5 International Day of Care and
Support. This resolution recognised the critical
role of comprehensive care and support policies,

women and adolescent girks. It also remains
imvisible, undervalued and unaccounted for in
and neglected in

sochal
mmm-wmmnﬁm provision
icle the I In
lhelau- 15ith and early 20th centuries with the
of educationists such as Ta Moclak and
hlluhi‘l Badheia. These ploneering efforts, with

g
-, With modern
needled childeare

emerged past

lhew'rmmeﬂtoflndh i 1972, with Mina
hmydchlldunnﬁvktslnlhcmum e set

‘l'hlslrs\d'cd in the bunch of the Integrated
Child Developersent Services Scheme (1C135) In
1975, It is one of the workd's largest early

today, with
1.4 million Anganwadi ichildcare) centres

estimated population projections, and the need
o reach over 60 million children by 2030, this
number is Hkely to abmost double 1o 26 million
centres with over five milllion workers.

revealed, despite recognising the importance of
cane for socictal growth and well- hﬁl’l:
care-workers have remained

undervalued, mdiluirmmhuh:mtoikelb'
development of the child not fully recognised.
‘The pressure on the ICDS to rapidly expand 1o
ensure universal coverage has led to a lower
emphasis on pre-service and in-service training 1o
build competencies of te care-workers in
practice-based bearning, that is eructal for quality
childeare. Tllbkpmb'dmrm by the

of early years teachers as carers, addressing

~

ol
-

Diitya Rag
s Professor, School of

Global Development,
University of Eaat
Angh, UK

The childcare
worker in India
necds better
podicies, decent
wages and
working
conditions, and
a srenghened
care
infrasructure

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

* UNGA (July 24, 2023) declared October 29 as

primary needs of food, hyglene and
Immunisation, rmas pw&smmh The

Gratitude 1o CSR Funders in Childeare. The:

pvdm:.lworkm. uﬂlumtm mhww
but alsn a lack of aitention

marry States, their wages, Inlluwd
8, 000-115,000 a month, are barely on a par with
the ménkmum wages for unskilbed workers.

The impact of climate change
In the context of climate change, the need for
quality childeare services for the nu=l.u|d

mmummm
mmnmmuuepmmmmm
quality childeare accessible and equitable for all.
The event gave voice to childeane workers,
bﬂm.ngmdmiymjmﬁrbnmm
m:rsm shilled pm!mmhbmdu they

mnns:ndmxlwcs m»mwnm
breaking caste and class barriers, building
self confidence 1o overcomse social and

stigma
dealing with cririques of themselves by their

mhmﬂxmwmmmdm
«change and weather events, such as
I'Imdsordm@u They confront reduced access
mmmmdnmnn«mmmm

s working with ‘dirty’

children.

Showty, but surely, they have built trust with
parents and emotional bonds with the children,
Iwimmvac umamm«mrnmm

bealthy food, While the
rmunmn- ..mumm.-qu.mm

In househokds, dimate change i

mien (o migrate out of their rural bomes 1o urban
centres in search of work.

Apart from thelr own dire clrosmstances, as
witnessed during the COVIDHS pandemic in
India, mirm-rammmmu

ronltiple
duld.lrnplmmm children, ucanﬂ

areas, the higher costs of living - n particular

hoswever, liatle care provision for their own
children, with only 10% of Anganwadl centres.
cusrently functioning in urban areas.

The Government of India’s Time Use in India
2024 survey confirms the femninksation of
care-work, with women spending an swerage of
426 mimues a day (over seven hours) on unpaid
domestic and care work as against 163 minutes
v tweo hours) by men (Minkstry of Seatistics
and Programeme Implementation). Together, this
woaild constinute 15%-17% of GDP. Smaller scale
mmmrdu:mhﬂmnw
maother's lack of thme for care and i

and as adult
their key

.Munmw

step Inhmmmﬂuncﬂn::] mmp-mdw
quality, and laying the
For a strong and inclusive nation, Yet, there ks a lot
more o do - apart from ensuring that they have
decent wages and working conditions, there is a
need 1o redirect resources (o both skil-building of
these care-workers and the strengthening of care
infrastructure. There ts still Bile provision for the
child below the age of three years, with only
2,500 of the over 10,000 créches approved under
ﬂrwwmmo{hdhkl’ah'u&rrrrrr

«child undermutrition, awbkmﬂtpfmﬂrﬂﬂy
high child stunting bevels at over 35%. Only 1% of
children aged six months23 months had a

minimum acceplable diet (National lel]yH.h
swwyr\,mlsm raising cognitive and
developmental concems.

I this context, Mobile Creches and the Forum
for Creches and Chikbcare Services (FORCES)
organised the India Childcare Champion Awards
on Dctober 28, 2025 in New Delhl. The awands
were presented scross seven categories that
honoured excellence and dedication in the field
of childcare — the Mina Swaminathan $pecial Jury
Award for Best Creche Worker, Best Creche
Worker, Best Creche 5 , Best Local
Leader, Best NGO, Childeare Champion, and

International Day of Care & Support.

* Recognises undervalued unpaid care work

done mainly by women & girls.

¢ [ndia’s childcare evolution: early pioneers -»

ICDS (1975) - current challenges.

* India Childcare Champion Awards 2025
highlighted contributions of childcare workers. |,

Key Points

e [CDS: 1.4 million Anganwadis - 23 million

children; 2.4 million workers.

* Need by 2030: 2.6 million centres, 5 million

workers.

e Anganwadi wages: ¥8,000-%¥15,000, low social

cusrently ...L
cument

of GDP, the ambitions u\imhnahl.ng ol
quality cane would need a tripling of budgetary
allocation to between 1%-1.5% of GDP - the
standard in Scandinavian countries that have

and children Mhmdd;nquhswh
emic changes.
wmmnﬂjbaam;:rmmm
1o be accompanied by rules and policies that
mmmmmmﬂw
sextor, Decentralisgion, comergence and
collective ownership are critical if the rights of

Static Linkages

e Directive Principles (Art. 39(f), 45) - State
obligation to ensure early childhood care
and education.

e Human Development — Role of nutrition,
health & stimulation in the first 1,000
days (NCERT Sociology / Health).

* Gender Division of Labour - Unpaid care
work shaping economic participation
(NCERT Class XII Sociology).

e Labour Welfare - Conditions of informal
workers and absence of social security.

* Decentralisation (73rd/74th
Amendments) — Local bodies’ role in
childcare centres (Anganwadis).

e Climate Vulnerability — Differential
impact on women and children
(Environment, NDMA guidelines).

* Economic Growth Link - Investing in early
childhood - higher human capital
(Economic Survey, WDR 2018).

women workers and underprivileged children are
P ﬁrltlcal Analysis
ros

e |CDS ensures health—nutrition—education
convergence.

e Care workers strengthen human capital, especially
poor households.

* Awards recognise invisible care labour.

Challenges
* Low wages, limited training, weak working
conditions.
e Urban childcare deficit; poor implementation of
Palna.
Climate-induced migration increases demand for
childcare.
* Fragmented governance; low budget allocation.
Stakeholders
¢ Women overburdened; children lack quality early
care.

* Anganwadi workers lack status/security.
e State faces fiscal & administrative pressures.

security.
e Time Use Survey 2024: women 426 min/day vs Way Forward

men 163 min/day; equals 15-17% GDP (unpaid). 1. Raise spending to 1-1.5% GDP; expand urban
e Only 10% Anganwadis in urban areas. childcare.
* NFHS-5: Stunting 35%; Minimum Acceptable o

Diet only 11%.

e Public childcare spending: 0.4% GDP; needs1- |,

1.5% (Scandinavian norm).

e Palna Scheme: only 2,500/10,000+ creches o
functioning.

Professionalise Anganwadi workforce; improve

training & career paths.

Strengthen créeche network, esp. 0-3 years.

* Integrate Time-Use data in policymaking.

Improve social security, paid leave, and worker

representation.

* Promote behavioural change for men’s care
participation.

* Local body-led planning & convergence.



Redefining the narrative of TB eradication worldwide

«

ooking back at the history of uberculosis <
(TE) congrol, mrsmzﬂ!ﬂ revolutionary
hange stands out - the development of
deqremkwlardsm Traditionally,
T diagnosis involved either a poorly sensithe

basis for 2 workd where early treatment was no

longer 2 funcion of geography of Infrastruceure,
I was this very shifi that was

lobally this year, when Goa based Malbio

Diagnostics was awarded the coveted Kochon

sector. [t is a shared mission, where private
Innovators, comemunity health workers and
OVETTITNET Systems work

country that bears close to 2 quarter of the
world’s TE burden, this partnership is not only

hand bn-hand. For a

sputum smear test or waiting for weeks for Prize for its 15 10 TH it s imperative. The private sector
culture results from centralised labs. However, Dr. Soumya E: i Iy the Kachon ion of the offers agility, scale and technology while the
with small, battery-powered rase Chain swaminathan Republic of Korea and in collaboration with the public sector offers reach, data and
Reaction (PCR) machines, both TE and [R—— Stop TB Partnership, the Kochon Prize isone of | accountability, Together, they create the

ce can now be disgnosed in under rsse— the workl's mast distirguished awasds for TR Fensnuation of a groruwwcmalthmme
an hour, Healt Drgasization control contributions. [t has honoured sclentists, The Kochan prize has been awarded to India

organtsations and individuals whose innevations | twloe — in 2006 to Dy LS. Chaahan, Depaty
A diagnvistics game changer have radically enhanced TB outcomes. The real Director General - Tubercubosis, Minlstry of Health
World Healih Organization (WHO)-approved value of this award transoends any and Family Welfare (joint winner with TB/HIV
rapid molecular diagnostic platforms such as tm'lpﬂnyﬁumﬂnwdsmakﬂihmmhc activist Winstone Zulu from Zambia), and in 2007
Truwenat are pow a cornerdone af the worldwide extent to which India's indigenous o the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR).
fight against TH, panticularty in low-rescurce lmmmnmrn(pm fighting TH within its own | This year's recognition is not just another win for
seftings. For instance, after ineegrating it with the the Indlia. It is a ghobal acknowledgement of the
national TH programme, the uwhlnl'[‘nerxik:l.bn. power of affordsble indigenous innovation.

identification of rifampicin-resistant TH cases This writer recalls WHO's endorsement, in The adopeion of feld-ready molecular
nearly doubled, which was an indicator of the 2020, of the portable molecular platform diagnostics from India has led to
platformy's ability to detect drug resistant strains, developed in India. The evidence came from from mobéle dinics in sub-Saharan
In addition, Nigeria has experimented with diverse studies in Asia and Africa, showing an Africa to refisgee camps in Eastern Furope, It
stool-based Truenat testing for the diagnosis of impact equivalent 1o central-lab systems but with | proves thar India can be at the forefront of
Th amaong children in primary health-care significamtly greater deploy-ability, The innowation, creating scalable solutions that can
centres, Th:sunlzmullummlhe exciterment was palpable — a1 lass, 3 diagnostic eramsform ghobal health equiry.

ol sputum collection test that ot go o the mit thie other muﬂu TB s not done yet. The
mmfmdumlmlmmd wary around. it S\D pmwhm next m%rum.md’."
confimation. miet inchision. s-lmlhm mary mone Indian dlagnostics are accompanded by balanced access

A study conducted recently and published in companies have ventured into TE diagnostics tar treatment, nutrition, social protection and
The Lancer assessed the use of this platform in immrvation, which is visible today in the range of reduction of stigma. Studies have estabdished that
primary health-care centres in Mommbique and improved poing of care tests available. malnutrition accounts for ahout 40% of T8 in
Tanzania, in Africa. The trial revealed that India. The batthe agains TB will have to address
combining on-sile molecular testing with rapid India’s role in decentralised TH control all of these determinants in onder 1o succeed.

of resuls greatly India’s National TB Elimination
rate at which patients b-egmutxmm[wtl‘m This year's NTEP) was swift in adopting these tec A call for continued Investment, innovation
sevrmhp.u!lhek initkal visie. The intervention Kochon Prize imstalling thousards of point-of-care We gtand at a critical juncrure. While the
not only improved diagnostic quality but akso highlights how testing units across the country. Today, we have recognithon of innovatkons such as polne-of-care
optimised treatment, proving the instremental India is creating | ®nough and mare evidence of how this has diagnostics is heartening, we must not lose sight
rode of point-of-care diagnostics in improved T scalable significantly redhuced the time between of the bigger picture: TH is 2 disease of inequality,
care in resource-constrained environments. Such | 0 L mmwwmmmmm theretny We st continue investing in innovations that
innenvations are critical 1o the achievement of Soiutions 1 greatly imtegrate disgnostics with nutrition, contact
ghobal TB elimination rargets. can wransform Ttlu.maﬂm India’s collab tracing, d and vaceines. Only

This shift in diagnostic capacity did not merely | global micdel for TB elimination. Today, the TB fight is then can we ensure that no one is left behind in
alter the rhythm of TH control. It became the health equity no longer solely the responsibility of the public this glotal effort 1w eliminate TE.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

Goa-based Molbio Diagnostics won the 2024
Kochon Prize for its portable TB diagnostic
platform Truenat.

WHO-endorsed Truenat enables on-site TB and
drug-resistance detection within an hour.
Adoption under India’s NTEP and widespread
global use highlight India’s role in
decentralised TB control.

Key Points

Shift from slow culture and low-sensitivity
smear tests to rapid molecular PCR
diagnostics.

WHO endorsement (2020) validated Truenat as
equivalent to central-lab systems but more
deployable.

Nigeria: Rifampicin-resistant TB detection
nearly doubled after rollout.

Africa trial (The Lancet): Faster treatment
initiation within 7 days due to point-of-care
testing.

India’s NTEP installed thousands of Truenat
units, sharply reducing diagnosis-to-treatment
delay.

TB elimination still constrained by malnutrition
(~40% of TB cases), poverty, stigma, and weak
follow-up.

Static Linkages

Aligns with Primary Health Care (Alma-Ata) and
NHP 2017 goals of tech-enabled health access.
India carries ~25% of global TB burden (WHO).
Supports SDG-3 (health) and SDG-1 (poverty).

Based on ASSURED criteria for point-of-care
diagnostics.

Fits within National Strategic Plan for TB
Elimination 2017-25.

Critical Analysis
Pros

Enables early diagnosis, especially in remote
settings.

Improves drug-resistance detection.

Boosts public-private innovation and reduces
import dependence.

Cons / Challenges

Diagnostics alone insufficient without
nutrition, treatment access, social support.
Maintenance and supply issues in peripheral
centres.

Persistent stigma, poverty, undernutrition
undermine progress.

Stakeholders

Patients: reduced delays.

Government: cost-effective for TB elimination.
Innovators: global recognition.

Global health community: scalable model for

equity.

Way Forward

Strengthen diagnosis-to-treatment linkages.
Expand nutrition support and paediatric
diagnostics.

Enhance local manufacturing and digital
adherence technologies.

Invest in TB vaccines, Al screening, genomic
surveillance.

Integrate diagnostics with community-level
social protection.



the rules

Post-facto dearance must remain
the exception, not the rule

he majority decision by a Bench of the Su-
T preme Court to reverse its May 2025 or-

der, which had stayed the grant of post-
facto environmental clearances, illustrates the
difficulty of dealing with the seemingly irmeversi-
hle consequences of a much-abused law. The
controversy is also about the form of the Environ-
ment Ministry’s instruments that normalised
those exceptions. The Environment (Protection)
Act 1986 and EIA notifications of 1994 and 2006
are framed around prier environmental clea-
rance (EC), which means that large construction
and industrial projects must not start work until
an authority has assessed their consequences.
Decisions by the Court including Common Cause
(2017) and Alembic Pharmaceuticals (2020) treat-
ed post-facto EC as impermissible where prior EC
was mandatory. The order in May, in Vanashakri,
read this as ruling out post-facto ECs altogether
for such projects. The new majority does not say
‘EC first’ is no longer the rule but locates a nar-
row space for post-facto clearances by relying on
Alembic, D. Swamy, and others to allow ‘regulari-
sation’ when considerable resources have alrea-
dy been committed, usually with fines. This still
means that the Ministry can maintain ‘EC first” as
the legal default and allow post-facto clearances
only in rare, highly constrained cases. In any case
the spirit of the EC regime remains ex ante.

A clearance granted after construction has be-
gun or finished cannot replicate the EIA's ration-
ale, which is to make environment-related deci-
sions before the potential cumulative
consequences are underway. Post-facto clearanc-
es can only impose penalties, prescribe mitiga-
tion or order closure or demolition. Even if the
judiciary permits such ECs in some circumstanc-
es now, the clearances will be remedial and sit
uneasily with the structure of environmental ju-
risprudence in India since the 1990s. The major-
ity’s concern about differential treatment of past
and future violators is also understandable, even
if its remedy is not. Vanashakti struck down the
2017 notification and subsequent Environment
Ministry office memoranda that facilitated post-
facto ECs, but it let existing post-facto ECs stand.
The majority treated this as discriminatory,
which is fair, but unequal treatment during a shift

a permissive to a stricter regime is to be ex-
pected during regulatory housekeeping. Its exis-
tence does not by itself require that an old route
e revived. The Court has also recalled the bar on
post-facto ECs and reopened the legal question,
indicating that limited post-facto regularisation is
not in itself untenable. In the end, the Ministry
must treat post-facto ECs as exceptional not least
because they are inherently at odds with the legal
framework. Any complaint about discrimination
between past and future violators should be ad-
dressed by tightening legacy clearances, not by
mormalising post-facto regularisation.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

* A Supreme Court Bench has reversed its May
2025 stay on post-facto environmental
clearances (ECs).

e The dispute stems from Vanashakti (2025),
which struck down the 2017 MoEFCC
notification enabling post-facto ECs but
protected previously granted ones.

* The majority now allows narrow, exceptional
post-facto regularisation, citing Common
Cause (2017), Alembic (2020) and D. Swamy.

* Raises concerns about weakening the ex-ante
EIA framework under the EPA 1986 and EIA
1994/2006.

Key Points
e Prior EC remains the rule, but limited post-
facto approvals allowed where major
investments already made.

e Post-facto ECs are remedial only—penalties,
mitigation, or demolition.

e Majority questioned unequal treatment
between old and new violators under
Vanashakti.

e Court has reopened the legal issue, signalling
post-facto ECs are permissible only in tightly
bounded cases.

e EIAregime is fundamentally ex ante, not
retrospective.

Static Linkages
e EPA 1986 as umbrella environmental law.
* Precautionary Principle, Polluter Pays, Public
Trust Doctrine in Indian jurisprudence.
¢ EIA as planning and risk-mitigation tool.
e Judicial review under Articles 32/136.

Critical Analysis
Pros
e Provides practical relief where projects have
progressed significantly.
¢ Avoids economic disruption through penal
regularisation.
e Addresses fairness in handling legacy
violations.
Cons
¢ Risks weakening EIA integrity and encourages
violations.
e Contradicts earlier strict rulings against post-
facto ECs.
¢ Dilutes the Precautionary Principle and
community safeguards.
Stakeholders
e Environmental groups: Fear dilution of norms.
¢ |Industry: Gains flexibility.
e Government: Balances growth with
compliance.
e Communities: May face unassessed ecological
impacts.

Way Forward

e Keep post-facto ECs strictly exceptional.

e Impose stronger penalties for non-compliance.

e Transparent resolution of legacy violations.

e Strengthen EIA capacity, monitoring, GIS-
based oversight.

e Align MoEFCC rules with core principles—
precaution, sustainability, inter-generational
equity.



Reset with

US. seems to have de-hyphenated Saudi

Arabia and Israel in its West Asia plans
audi Crown Prince Mohammed Bin Sal-
man’s visit to the White House marked the
official end of a brief chill in relations bet-
ween the most powerful country and the most in-
fluential Arab state. Ties had hit a low after Jamal
Khashoggi, a Saudi dissident journalist in the
U.S., was murdered inside the kingdom’s consu-
late in Istanbul in October 2018. U.S. intelligence
agencies later concluded that MBS had ordered
the killing. During his election campaign, Joe Bi-
den had vowed to hold MBS accountable. Yet, it
was Mr. Biden who took steps to rehabilitate the
prince. He travelled to Jeddah in July 2022 where
he greeted the heir to the Saudi throne with a fist
bump. Donald Trump, who brokered the 2020
Abraham Accords, has been keen to deepen
America's traditional ties with its Arab partners.
On Tuesday, he defended MBS’s human rights re-
cord, claiming that the prince “knew nothing™
about Khashoggi’s murder. He also promised to
sell tanks and F-35 fighters to Saudi Arabia, des-
pite Istael’s objections. It will also get access to
America's most advanced computer chips. MBS
is seeking to build vast data centres to transform

Saudi Arabia into a technological power house.
Historically, Saudi Arabia’s abysmal human
rights record has played little role in shaping its
relationship with Washington, long anchored in
geopolitical and energy interests. There have
been moments of strain, such as the 1973 oil
shock, the post-9/11 distrust or the chill after the
Khashoggi murder, but both sides have consis-
tently prioritised strategic alignment over values.
One persistent complication, however, has been
Israel, America’s closest regional ally, which does
not have formal diplomatic ties with Riyadh. Af-
ter the Abraham Accords were signed, the Biden
administration pushed Saudi Arabia to join the
framework by normalising ties with Israel. MBS
had said in September 2023 that Saudi Arabia
and Israel were in an advanced stage of negotia-
tions. But the October 7 Hamas attack and Israel's
genocidal Gaza war halted the momentum. To-
day, Saudi Arabia says it remains open to joining
the Accords, but only if there is a credible, time-
bound path towards a two-state solution to the
Palestine question — a position Israel opposes.
Mr. Trump appears to have realised both the re-
gional complexities and Israel’s intransigence. He
now seems prepared to deepen ties with Saudi
Arabia without demanding an immediate com-
mitment to recognise Israel. In effect, he has de-
hyphenated Saudi Arabia from the Abraham Ac-
cords, for now, choosing instead to cultivate di-
rect, stronger ties with the kingdom, which he

views as central to his broader West Asia plans.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

Crown Prince MBS’s White House visit ends the
post-Khashoggi chill in U.S.-Saudi ties.

Despite early criticism, Biden restored
engagement; Trump has now moved further.
Trump defended MBS, offered F-35s, tanks,
and advanced U.S. chips for Saudi tech
ambitions.

Trump appears willing to strengthen ties
without binding Saudi Arabia to the Abraham
Accords.

Key Points

Strategic reset: Renewed U.S.-Saudi alignment
on defence, technology, West Asia diplomacy.
Arms + tech push: Possible F-35 sale and high-
end chips support Saudi Vision 2030 digital
expansion.

Human rights sidelined: Geopolitics continues
to outweigh normative concerns.

Israel factor: Saudi demands a credible, time-
bound two-state roadmap before
normalisation.

De-hyphenation: U.S. prioritises bilateral ties
over immediate Saudi-Israel normalisation.

Static Linkages

Balance-of-power logic in international
relations.

ITAR and U.S. Arms Export Control Act
provisions.

OPEC’s influence and lessons of the 1973 Qil
Shock.

India’s Extended Neighbourhood and Look
West approach.

India’s historic commitment to the two-state
solution.

Realpolitik and national-interest—driven
diplomacy.

Critical Analysis
Pros

Restores stability in U.S.-Saudi strategic
cooperation.

Boosts Saudi diversification into tech/Al.
Could re-open diplomatic space on Israel-
Palestine.

Cons / Challenges

Human rights concerns further marginalised.
Risk of intensified Iran—Saudi rivalry with
advanced arms.

Israel resists Saudi military upgrades without
normalisation.

Regional peace architecture remains uncertain.

Stakeholders

Saudi: Security guarantees + tech access.

U.S.: Balancing Israel’s concerns with strategic
interests.

Israel: Opposes F-35 sales to Riyadh.
Palestinians: Welcome Saudi push for a two-
state timeline.

Iran: Sees renewed U.S.-Saudi partnership as a
threat.

Way Forward

Re-energise a time-bound, credible two-state
peace process.

Balance U.S. arms transfers to avoid a regional
arms race.

Promote regional cooperation in energy, Al,
and infrastructure.

Institutionalise human-rights engagement.
India should deepen balanced ties with both
U.S. and Saudi Arabia.



More than two decades later, thereis
light at the end of the red corridor

HE MAREDUMILLI forest in
Andhra Pradesh has long
been atourism hotspot, draw-
ing people to its waterfalls
and some of the best views in
the Eastern Ghats. But its dense cover,
not far from the Andhra Fradesh-Chhat-
tisgarh- Odisha trijunction, also camou=
flages a dark secret: A red corridor,

It was in this area that security forces
finally caught up with Madvi Hidma, the
feared Bastar Maokst commander who
was killed in a gunbartle Tuesday.
Hidma's eliminaton will rank high inthe
st of operations aimed at decapitating
the Maotst leadership and its armed wing
as security forces chase the Centre's
March 31, 2026 deadline o snull out one
of Indla's gravest infemal security threars.

The recent killings and spate of sur-
renders indicate thar the tables are finally
being turned. after more than two dec-
ades, Security operations now involve
not just the use ofhelicopters and drones,
but alse anti-mine vehicles, highly-
trained state police personnel, and forti=
fied police stations, This May, the govem-
ment reiterated it would establish the

Group was the dominant Maoist force.
Founded in 1980 by Kondapalli Seethara-
miaiah, whowaslater throvnout, the PWG
comprised cadres wereweaned on the the-
ory of Mao's erganised peasamt insuree-
tion, told to reject parliamentary democ-
racy and aim at setting up a “people’s
povernment” through “people’s war™.
The PWG, in fact, wasone froma familky

of brothers and sisters in arms who all - -

eaced thel rparentage tothe uprising inthe
north Bengal village of Maxalbari under
Charu Majumdar. The cadres oocupled
space in Indla's heam of darkness, much of
Bt in remote, underdeveloped and tribal-
dominated regions, suretching north al-
a0t creacent-ike from Amndhea Peadesh

I

south-east Madbya Pradesh, Chhamisgarh,
Odisha, Jharkhand and Bihar before slip-
ping into Mepal. They even had aname for
it:The “Compact Revolutionary Zone that
will feed the final insurrection™ 10
overthrow the state,

Making matters worse, state
povernments, especially Andhra
Pradesh, had been playing foot-
sie with the Maoists, switching

SivHA

Security operations now
involve not just the use of
helicopters and drones, but
alsoanti-mine vehicles,

Al his homein Malakpet in Hyderabad, P
Varavara Rao, who maintained he was.a
revalutionary poct and notaMaoist kdeo-
logue, said the PWG was “not asking for
immediate transfer of power™ and that,
he fele, was one reason why the YSR gov-
ernment wanted to talk to them,

Wamingsfromofficers that the Maoksts
would use the ceasefire to recoup fell an
deaf ears. And that's exactly what hap-
pened. In Seprember that year, the PWG
merged with the Maolst Communist
Centre of India, glving birth to the CP1
(Maodst). Their hands thed, officers blamed
it on “the sins of Andhra® and “the con-
fusion in Delhi™ — onthe one hand, the
government was being advised by the
home ministry not 1o get involved in any
peace dialoguewith Lefi-wing exaremdsts,
and, onthe other hand, the Cenre wastell-
ing s1ates toengage the Maoists intalks at
their end. Left-wing extremism was being
treated as a mere law and onder
problem that affected states were
expected tosort out.

Policemen considered stints
in Manist-affected areas as pun-
ishment postings. Those who

rule of law and quickly compensate for — on and calling off palice oper- high i e tried to perform according to
losses in areas deprived of development  ations, affecting efficiency and h{mﬂ?wﬁ theirremit often did not have the
win its Special Central Assistancescheme  morale. In June 2004, months PeTSOnnC ortilicd police peane Poorly equipped in diffi-
to fill gaps in public infrast ructure, after Chief Minister N Chandra- stations. This May, the cult situations, the Gadchiroli po-

Butin August 2004, when this reporter
and a phetographer colleag k
on an exerelse in canographie reportage

babu Naidu had survived an as-
sassination attempt by the PWG,
the new state govemment of ¥5

government reiterated it
wiotild establish the rule of law

Hee had come up with their own
1y ACH0 o force,

police would be more visible in the in-
teriors. instilling lecal confidence, And in-
telligenwe-gathering had to be bocal, poss-
ible only if people familiar with lacal
dialects were recruited.

But not much changed onthe ground,
The Magist cadres proliferated, as did
theiracts of terror, extortion and intimi-
dation. In April 2006, addressing chief
mibnisters of Maodst-affected states, Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh described it
as “the single biggest internal securivy
challenge ever faced” by India.

In June 2009, the Centre banned the
CPI (Manlst) and its front organisations
under the Unlawiul Activitles (Preven-
tiom) Act. Lesa than a year later, Maoksts
carried out their deadliest anack on se-
curity forces. They ambushed a CRPF
conviry near Tadmetla in Chhanisgarh,
Kkilling 76 personned, By 2013, the numnber
of affected districts stood at 126, In May
that year, the Congress leadership in
Chhattisgarh was wiped out when its
convay was attacked by Maoists in Jhi-
mam Ghati in Darbha.

Acrackdown, which began in eamest
in the UPA's second term, gathered mo-
mentum after the change of guard in
Delhi in 2004, The Narendra Modi gov-
ernment drew up a plan that prioritised
equipping the security forces, filling the
administrative vacuum, extending wel-
fare schy il I rue-

eplit ivto 34 undts, one Lo counter

onthe red corridor from Tirupati(Andiva  Rajasekhara Reddy putthe Grey- and quickly compensatefor  uych of the 14 dalams (armed
FPradesh) to Pashupati {Nepal), the odds  hounds operations on pauseand losses in areas deprived of Maniet squads) in the anea.

were heavily stacked against the security  announced talks with Maoksts. It development via its But they knew tiat was not
forces. Atal Biharl Vajpayee's NDA coall-  cited a poll promise to address Special Central Assist enoughtocontainthe threat, Of-
thon had been voted out in. gelec-  whatith Was justasocio- pect n S fizers sought more police sta-
toral verdiet, making way forthe UPAT  economic prebiem, scheme to fill gaps tions, not Central forces. An ex-

under Manmohan Singh. The CPL{Maotst)
was gtill to be born. The People’s War

That temporary trce suited
the Maoists, who needed time.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

e Security forces killed Madvi Hidma, top CPI .

(Maoist) commander, in the Maredumilli o

forests near the AP-Chhattisgarh—-Odisha

in public infrastructure

tensive thara network, they said,
ke adl thy

e —

mre. It choked Maokst funding and tar-
geted theirleaders. Thecount of affected
districtsshrunk to 38 in 2024 and now, ac-
cording to the government, is limived o
fust 10 There's still a lotof ground to cover
bur the tatbles seem tobe mrning.

Thewtiter i Execulive Editor, The [ndian
Express. rakesh.sinha@expressingia com

UAPA: CPI (Maoist) banned.
2nd ARC -» community policing, local
intelligence.

trijunction.

Hidma led major attacks including 2010
Dantewada, 2013 Jhiram Ghati, and multiple
CRPF ambushes.

The operation aligns with the Centre’s goal to
end LWE by March 2026.

LWE footprint has shrunk from 126 districts
(2013) to 11 (2025).

Key Points

Maredumilli’s dense forests earlier aided
Maoist movement across State borders.
Hidma headed Battalion-1, the CPIl (Maoist)
strike unit.

Current strategy uses UAVs, helicopters, anti-
mine vehicles, DRG, Greyhounds, CoBRA.
Govt leveraging SCA scheme, infrastructure
push, telecom roads, and financial choke on
Maoists.

State-Centre coordination now stronger;
earlier ceasefires (2004 AP talks) had enabled
Maoist regrouping.

Static Linkages

Naxalbari uprising (1967) - ideological roots.
Art. 355 & State List: Policing is State
responsibility.

e Eastern Ghats terrain aiding insurgency.

Critical Analysis
Pros
* Leadership elimination weakens Maoist
structure.
¢ Tech-led operations reduce casualties.
e |Infrastructure penetration limits safe havens.
Challenges
e Forest terrain still favours guerrilla tactics.
e Deep-rooted grievances (land, displacement).
* Human rights concerns and community trust
deficits.
* |Inter-state gaps in coordination.

Way Forward
e Strengthen PESA-based local governance.
e Expand roads/telecom in LWE pockets.
e Improve rehabilitation + surrender incentives.
¢ Recruit locals (DRG model).
e Ensureintegrated tri-junction operations.
e Promote community policing and welfare
delivery.



‘Delhi's monuments should not
become elite party venues

HO DOES a monument belong to? The

neighbourhood where it stands, the com-

3 .ﬁ- munity that holds it closest, the city. the na-

tion, or the tourists who throng it? Monu-

ments are contested sites of ownership. A

fiew years ago, while reporting on the Quiub Minar, residents

of the neighbourhood told me that before it became a ticketed

monument, they had a far more intimate relationship with

Rm‘cHUWDHI:RY it. Today, the victory tower draws one of the highest tourdst

footfallsin India. Yet, it has grown increasingly distant from
the people who live closest to it

The Delhi government's proposal to allow private events,
including weddings, at approximately 80 state-protected
monumentstoboost tourism has been met with cautiousen-
thusiasm. Tombs, domes, and arches at the unlikeliest
cormers, bear witnesstothe historiesthat have built thiscity.
Supportersargue that the proposal could foster deeper public
engagement with these neglected sites. When the Delhi gow-
ernment organized a monsoon festival in Mehraull, it drew
attention to three obscure sites: Aam Bagh, Jahaz Mahal and
Jharna, It also created a platform for local artistes to show-
case their work.

Cultural programmes at historic ruins are not unusual,
like the Forever Is Now art festival at the Giza pyramids in
Egypt and the Baalbeck International Festival in Lebanon.
In India, Mehrangarh Fort and Gwalior Fort host music and
cultural performances. These events have raised legitimate
questions around conservation and the preservation of cul-
tural memaory. Protocols can help safeguard asite’s physical
. integrity. The larger concern is about acoess: Who gains cul-
Conservationists yray authority over a monument? Who risks being pushed

oftenremark  out? Would celebrity performances or weddings alienate
that for pmpleto communities living around these sites? Would heritage be-
valuetheruing ~ S9me the property of only those who can easily pay for it?
Conservationists often remark that for people to value the
aroundthem,  pyins around them, they must see them as meaningful and
they must see economically sustainable. Any event, then, must benefit the
them as neighbourhoods that share space with the monuments,
A second question Is about narrative power, The events
Wm must honour the many histories that the sites embody. Con-
economically siderthe recent spree of Mahabharata-themed performances
sustainable. Any  atthe Purana Qila. These shows foreground the tale of Indra-
cultural event, prastha, believed to have stood on the site, while often side-
LY lining the story of Humayun, the Mughal emperor under
whom the construction of the fort began. These are not in-
benefitthe nocent curatorial cholees. Cultural events shape what we re-
neighbourhoods  member — and what we forget. They frame the past for the
mﬂ]mm present. The real question, then, is: Whao is telling these
= stories, and to what end?
withthe
monuments The writer is head-research, Indianexpress.com.
adrija.reychowdhury@indianaxpress.com

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

e Delhi govt proposes allowing private events
(incl. weddings) at ~80 state-protected
monuments to boost tourism and revive
neglected sites.

e Raises debates on ownership, access,
conservation, and narrative control.

e Local communities feel increasing distance
from monuments (e.g., Qutub Minar).

* Global parallels: Giza Pyramids festival; Indian
examples: Mehrangarh & Gwalior Fort events.

¢ Concerns: community alienation,
commercialisation, selective historical
storytelling (e.g., Purana Qila events
prioritising Mahabharata over Mughal past).

Key Points
* Aim: Revenue generation + enhanced public
engagement.
¢ Cultural events can activate underused
heritage and platform local artists.
* Risks:
o Restricted community access
o Structural stress

o Elitisation (heritage only for those who can
pay)
o Distortion of layered histories
e Conservationists stress economic viability
linked to community benefit.

Static Linkages

e AMASR Act, 1958: ASl responsible for
protection; zones of prohibited/regulatory
areas.

e UNESCO guidance: community-centric
conservation.

e Public Trust Doctrine: State as trustee of
heritage.

e NCERT History: multi-layered urban heritage;
adaptive reuse principles.

e Urban heritage management: carrying
capacity, stakeholder inclusion.

Critical Analysis
Pros
e Tourism revenue; reduced state burden
* Revives neglected monuments
Employment for local communities
* Enhances public participation in heritage
Cons
e Commercialisation risks
e Community exclusion
e Narrative manipulation of history
Safety/conservation hazards
Stakeholder Views
e Community: fear exclusion
e Govt: tourism + revenue
e Conservationists: strong safeguards needed
e Tourism sector: supports controlled adaptive
reuse
Challenges
Weak enforcement capacity
No clear inclusion framework
Political bias in curation
Pricing transparency lacking

Way Forward

e Heritage-specific management & carrying-
capacity plans

e Community benefit-sharing mandates

* |Independent oversight committees

e Multi-era, historically balanced curation

e Transparent event guidelines

e Mix of low-cost public events + commercial use

e Strengthen digital documentation & preventive
conservation



Green exception should
not become the rule

WVEN AS successive governments have diluted norms

and rules established to ensure that developmental pro-

jects do not harm ecosystems or compromise human

health, the Supreme Court has interpreted constitu-
tional provisions, especially Article 21, to strengthen the guard-
rails. It has emphasised that a clean environment is essential to
the Right to Life, In May, for instance, a two-judge bench of the
Court struck down a 2017 notification of the Ministry of Environ-
ment and Forests and an Official Memorandum of 2021, which
hadsystematised theviolation of Environmenital Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) Rules — allowing developers to obtain green clear-
ancesaftercommencing work ona project. Responding toa peti-
tion by a Mumbai-based NGO, Vanashakti, the Court described
post-facto environmental clearances as “illegal”. On Tuesday,
however, athree-judge bench recalled this verdict. Chief Justice
B R Gavai and.Justice K Vinod Chandran directed that the issue
be placed before an “appropriate bench”, Public projects worth
Rs 20,000 crore will have to be demolished ifthe Vanashakti ver-
dict is not reviewed, the Court said. Justice Ufjal Bhuyan struck
a note of dissent. “There is no concept of ex-post facto clearance
in environmental law,” he said.

Bhuyan was echoing the SC's consistent defence of the pre-
cautionary principle. In Cominon Causev Union of Tndia (2017),
for example, the Court had said that “the grant of an environ-
mental clearance cannot be taken as a mechanical exercise” and
ruled that “ex post-facto environmental clearance... could lead
to irreparable degradation of the environment”. Three years
later, in Alembic Pharmacenticals v Rohit Prajapati, the SCex-
plained the need for rigorous adherence to EIA. “The purpose
of setting in place requirements such as public hearings and
screening is to foster deliberative decisions,” it said.

Arich enwvironmental jurisprudence — from verdicts of the
bench that hears cases on pollution to the SC's interventions in
favour of forest and wildlife protection — could well be the bea-
«con for the bench that will now examine the legality of post-facto
clearance. It will also need to reflect on CJ1 Gavai's emphasison
“publicinterest”. Developmentsin the past 10 years have under-
scored the need to carve out exceptions to environmental norms
— for example, in cases involving national security or when an
underserved area requires a healthcare facility orwhen highways
are urgently needed toimprove connectivity of remote areas. At
the same time, with the effects of climate change apparent, the
challenge to ensure ecological security has never been greater.
The SC has consistently warned the government against falling
prey to the environment-development binary. It will be keenly
watched in how it adheres tothe spirit of its own verdicts.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

e Atwo-judge SC Bench (May 2025) struck down

2017 notification + 2021 OM enabling post-
facto environmental clearances.

e Called PFECs “illegal” and violative of prior-
approval requirements under EIA 2006.

e Athree-judge Bench has now recalled the
verdict; matter referred to a larger Bench.

e Court noted that ¥20,000 crore public
projects may face demolition if PFECs remain
invalid.

e Justice Ujjal Bhuyan dissented, reiterating no
legal basis for ex-post facto clearances.

* [ssuerevisits SC’s jurisprudence on
precautionary principle, Article 21, and
development-environment balance.

Key Points
* PFECs allow projects to operate without prior
environmental approval—contrary to EIA
framework.
e SC precedents:

o Common Cause (2017): PFECs risk
“irreversible degradation.”

o Alembic Pharmaceuticals (2020): Public
hearing and screening are essential, cannot
be bypassed.

CJI Gavai flagged “public interest” exceptions
—national security, essential health infra,
remote connectivity.

Debate intensified by climate change and
increasing ecological vulnerability.

Static Linkages

Article 21: Clean environment part of Right to
Life.

EPA 1986: Basis for EIA notifications.
Precautionary Principle, Polluter Pays, Public
Trust Doctrine (via SC cases).

Judicial Review: Oversight of executive
notifications.

Sustainable Development: National
Environment Policy 2006.

Critical Analysis
Pros

Avoids demolition of high-value public assets.
Enables clearer rules for rare exceptions.
Promotes calibrated development for priority
sectors.

Cons

Risks normalising violations of EIA norms.
Weakens participatory processes and
environmental scrutiny.

Encourages developers to bypass prior
approval.

Challenges

Defining “public interest” objectively.
Ensuring accountability for past violations.
Balancing ease of doing business with
ecological limits.

Way Forward

Define strict, limited exceptions for PFECs.
Impose high penalties for non-compliance.
Strengthen EIA monitoring and digital public
hearings.

Establish a National Environmental Regulator.
Integrate climate risk assessment into EIA.



