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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context

India’s Russian oil imports fell 29% (value) and
17% (volume) in Sept 2025 vs Sept 2024.
Decline reflects a pre-planned diversification
strategy, not just U.S. 50% tariffs.
Russia’s share in India’s oil imports dropped
from 41% → 31% (Sept 2024–25).
India resumes trade talks with the U.S. while
asserting energy autonomy.

Key Points
Russian oil imports reduced in 8 of 10 months
before Sept 2025.
Major cuts (>20%): Feb, May, Jun, Jul, Sept
2025.
Russia’s share fell to 32.3% in Apr–Sept 2025–
26.
U.S. and UAE shares rising again:

U.S.: 4.6% → 8%
UAE: 9.7% → 11.7%

India aims to avoid overdependence on any
one supplier.

Static Linkages
India imports 85%+ of crude oil (Economic
Survey).
Strategic autonomy guides India’s energy
decisions.
Crude prices strongly influence CAD and forex
stability.
Refinery flexibility depends on crude grade
(sweet/sour).

Critical Analysis
Pros

Better supply diversification.
Stronger ties with U.S. & Gulf suppliers.
Reduced geopolitical risk.

Cons
Loss of discounted Russian crude.
Refinery adjustments costly.
Potential Middle East dependency rise.

Way Forward
Strengthen long-term import contracts.
Expand strategic oil reserves.
Push for renewables & green hydrogen.
Build rupee-trade mechanisms.
Improve refinery multi-grade handling.

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY



KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

SC struck down provisions of the Tribunal
Reforms Act, 2021 for undermining judicial
independence.
Held that the Act replicated the earlier 2021
Ordinance already invalidated by the Court.
Directed the Centre to form a National
Tribunal Commission (NTC) within four
months.
Petitions filed by Madras Bar Association and
Jairam Ramesh challenged the Act.

Key Points
Executive dominance in appointments, tenure,
salaries, and functioning of tribunals violates
independence + separation of powers.
Parliament ignored SC’s July 2021 directions
on tribunal reforms.
Judicial review remains a basic feature;
Parliament cannot bypass SC judgments.
NTC deemed essential for transparent,
uniform, and autonomous tribunal
administration.

Static Linkages
Tribunals derive powers under Articles 323-A
and 323-B.
Judicial independence forms part of the Basic
Structure Doctrine (Kesavananda Bharati Case,
1973).

Critical Analysis
Strengths

Reinforces autonomy of tribunals and
constitutional supremacy.
Prevents executive overreach in adjudicatory
bodies.
NTC may streamline appointments, tenure,
and administration.

Concerns
Increased friction between judiciary and
executive.
Appointment delays may worsen tribunal
pendency.
Implementation of NTC requires structural and
financial readiness.

Stakeholders
Judiciary: Protects adjudicatory
independence.
Executive: Loses centralised control over
tribunals.
Citizens: Expect quicker and fairer dispute
resolution.

Way Forward
Establish NTC with clear independence
safeguards.
Ensure judicial primacy in appointments and
tenure guidelines.
Standardise service conditions across
tribunals.
Use digital case-management tools to cut
delays.
Strengthen parliamentary scrutiny of future
tribunal laws.

Separation of powers and judicial
primacy in judicial appointments
reiterated in NCC judgment,
NCLT/NCLAT cases, and various
Madras Bar Association cases.
Tribunals were recommended to be
restructured by:

Law Commission (272nd Report)
Supreme Court directives (2014,
2020, 2021)
ARC recommendations for
independent oversight bodies

Article 50 urges the State to
separate judiciary from executive.

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY

CHANAKYA IAS ACADEMY



KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

UNGA (July 24, 2023) declared October 29 as
International Day of Care & Support.
Recognises undervalued unpaid care work
done mainly by women & girls.
India’s childcare evolution: early pioneers →
ICDS (1975) → current challenges.
India Childcare Champion Awards 2025
highlighted contributions of childcare workers.

Key Points
ICDS: 1.4 million Anganwadis → 23 million
children; 2.4 million workers.
Need by 2030: 2.6 million centres, 5 million
workers.
Anganwadi wages: ₹8,000–₹15,000, low social
security.
Time Use Survey 2024: women 426 min/day vs
men 163 min/day; equals 15–17% GDP (unpaid).
Only 10% Anganwadis in urban areas.
NFHS-5: Stunting 35%; Minimum Acceptable
Diet only 11%.
Public childcare spending: 0.4% GDP; needs 1–
1.5% (Scandinavian norm).
Palna Scheme: only 2,500/10,000+ crèches
functioning.

Critical Analysis
Pros

ICDS ensures health–nutrition–education
convergence.
Care workers strengthen human capital, especially
poor households.
Awards recognise invisible care labour.

Challenges
Low wages, limited training, weak working
conditions.
Urban childcare deficit; poor implementation of
Palna.
Climate-induced migration increases demand for
childcare.
Fragmented governance; low budget allocation.

Stakeholders
Women overburdened; children lack quality early
care.
Anganwadi workers lack status/security.
State faces fiscal & administrative pressures.

Way Forward
Raise spending to 1–1.5% GDP; expand urban
childcare.
Professionalise Anganwadi workforce; improve
training & career paths.
Strengthen crèche network, esp. 0–3 years.
Integrate Time-Use data in policymaking.
Improve social security, paid leave, and worker
representation.
Promote behavioural change for men’s care
participation.
Local body-led planning & convergence.

Static Linkages
Directive Principles (Art. 39(f), 45) – State
obligation to ensure early childhood care
and education.
Human Development – Role of nutrition,
health & stimulation in the first 1,000
days (NCERT Sociology / Health).
Gender Division of Labour – Unpaid care
work shaping economic participation
(NCERT Class XII Sociology).
Labour Welfare – Conditions of informal
workers and absence of social security.
Decentralisation (73rd/74th
Amendments) – Local bodies’ role in
childcare centres (Anganwadis).
Climate Vulnerability – Differential
impact on women and children
(Environment, NDMA guidelines).
Economic Growth Link – Investing in early
childhood → higher human capital
(Economic Survey, WDR 2018).
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Goa-based Molbio Diagnostics won the 2024
Kochon Prize for its portable TB diagnostic
platform Truenat.
WHO-endorsed Truenat enables on-site TB and
drug-resistance detection within an hour.
Adoption under India’s NTEP and widespread
global use highlight India’s role in
decentralised TB control.

Key Points
Shift from slow culture and low-sensitivity
smear tests to rapid molecular PCR
diagnostics.
WHO endorsement (2020) validated Truenat as
equivalent to central-lab systems but more
deployable.
Nigeria: Rifampicin-resistant TB detection
nearly doubled after rollout.
Africa trial (The Lancet): Faster treatment
initiation within 7 days due to point-of-care
testing.
India’s NTEP installed thousands of Truenat
units, sharply reducing diagnosis-to-treatment
delay.
TB elimination still constrained by malnutrition
(~40% of TB cases), poverty, stigma, and weak
follow-up.

Static Linkages
Aligns with Primary Health Care (Alma-Ata) and
NHP 2017 goals of tech-enabled health access.
India carries ~25% of global TB burden (WHO).
Supports SDG-3 (health) and SDG-1 (poverty).

Based on ASSURED criteria for point-of-care
diagnostics.
Fits within National Strategic Plan for TB
Elimination 2017–25.

Critical Analysis
Pros

Enables early diagnosis, especially in remote
settings.
Improves drug-resistance detection.
Boosts public–private innovation and reduces
import dependence.

Cons / Challenges
Diagnostics alone insufficient without
nutrition, treatment access, social support.
Maintenance and supply issues in peripheral
centres.
Persistent stigma, poverty, undernutrition
undermine progress.

Stakeholders
Patients: reduced delays.
Government: cost-effective for TB elimination.
Innovators: global recognition.
Global health community: scalable model for
equity.

Way Forward
Strengthen diagnosis-to-treatment linkages.
Expand nutrition support and paediatric
diagnostics.
Enhance local manufacturing and digital
adherence technologies.
Invest in TB vaccines, AI screening, genomic
surveillance.
Integrate diagnostics with community-level
social protection.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

A Supreme Court Bench has reversed its May
2025 stay on post-facto environmental
clearances (ECs).
The dispute stems from Vanashakti (2025),
which struck down the 2017 MoEFCC
notification enabling post-facto ECs but
protected previously granted ones.
The majority now allows narrow, exceptional
post-facto regularisation, citing Common
Cause (2017), Alembic (2020) and D. Swamy.
Raises concerns about weakening the ex-ante
EIA framework under the EPA 1986 and EIA
1994/2006.

Key Points
Prior EC remains the rule, but limited post-
facto approvals allowed where major
investments already made.

Post-facto ECs are remedial only—penalties,
mitigation, or demolition.
Majority questioned unequal treatment
between old and new violators under
Vanashakti.
Court has reopened the legal issue, signalling
post-facto ECs are permissible only in tightly
bounded cases.
EIA regime is fundamentally ex ante, not
retrospective.

Static Linkages
EPA 1986 as umbrella environmental law.
Precautionary Principle, Polluter Pays, Public
Trust Doctrine in Indian jurisprudence.
EIA as planning and risk-mitigation tool.
Judicial review under Articles 32/136.

Critical Analysis
Pros

Provides practical relief where projects have
progressed significantly.
Avoids economic disruption through penal
regularisation.
Addresses fairness in handling legacy
violations.

Cons
Risks weakening EIA integrity and encourages
violations.
Contradicts earlier strict rulings against post-
facto ECs.
Dilutes the Precautionary Principle and
community safeguards.

Stakeholders
Environmental groups: Fear dilution of norms.
Industry: Gains flexibility.
Government: Balances growth with
compliance.
Communities: May face unassessed ecological
impacts.

Way Forward
Keep post-facto ECs strictly exceptional.
Impose stronger penalties for non-compliance.
Transparent resolution of legacy violations.
Strengthen EIA capacity, monitoring, GIS-
based oversight.
Align MoEFCC rules with core principles—
precaution, sustainability, inter-generational
equity.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Crown Prince MBS’s White House visit ends the
post-Khashoggi chill in U.S.–Saudi ties.
Despite early criticism, Biden restored
engagement; Trump has now moved further.
Trump defended MBS, offered F-35s, tanks,
and advanced U.S. chips for Saudi tech
ambitions.
Trump appears willing to strengthen ties
without binding Saudi Arabia to the Abraham
Accords.

Key Points
Strategic reset: Renewed U.S.–Saudi alignment
on defence, technology, West Asia diplomacy.
Arms + tech push: Possible F-35 sale and high-
end chips support Saudi Vision 2030 digital
expansion.
Human rights sidelined: Geopolitics continues
to outweigh normative concerns.

Israel factor: Saudi demands a credible, time-
bound two-state roadmap before
normalisation.
De-hyphenation: U.S. prioritises bilateral ties
over immediate Saudi–Israel normalisation.

Static Linkages
Balance-of-power logic in international
relations.
ITAR and U.S. Arms Export Control Act
provisions.
OPEC’s influence and lessons of the 1973 Oil
Shock.
India’s Extended Neighbourhood and Look
West approach.
India’s historic commitment to the two-state
solution.
Realpolitik and national-interest–driven
diplomacy.

Critical Analysis
Pros

Restores stability in U.S.–Saudi strategic
cooperation.
Boosts Saudi diversification into tech/AI.
Could re-open diplomatic space on Israel–
Palestine.

Cons / Challenges
Human rights concerns further marginalised.
Risk of intensified Iran–Saudi rivalry with
advanced arms.
Israel resists Saudi military upgrades without
normalisation.
Regional peace architecture remains uncertain.

Stakeholders
Saudi: Security guarantees + tech access.
U.S.: Balancing Israel’s concerns with strategic
interests.
Israel: Opposes F-35 sales to Riyadh.
Palestinians: Welcome Saudi push for a two-
state timeline.
Iran: Sees renewed U.S.–Saudi partnership as a
threat.

Way Forward
Re-energise a time-bound, credible two-state
peace process.
Balance U.S. arms transfers to avoid a regional
arms race.
Promote regional cooperation in energy, AI,
and infrastructure.
Institutionalise human-rights engagement.
India should deepen balanced ties with both
U.S. and Saudi Arabia.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Security forces killed Madvi Hidma, top CPI
(Maoist) commander, in the Maredumilli
forests near the AP–Chhattisgarh–Odisha
trijunction.
Hidma led major attacks including 2010
Dantewada, 2013 Jhiram Ghati, and multiple
CRPF ambushes.
The operation aligns with the Centre’s goal to
end LWE by March 2026.
LWE footprint has shrunk from 126 districts
(2013) to 11 (2025).

Key Points
Maredumilli’s dense forests earlier aided
Maoist movement across State borders.
Hidma headed Battalion-1, the CPI (Maoist)
strike unit.
Current strategy uses UAVs, helicopters, anti-
mine vehicles, DRG, Greyhounds, CoBRA.
Govt leveraging SCA scheme, infrastructure
push, telecom roads, and financial choke on
Maoists.
State–Centre coordination now stronger;
earlier ceasefires (2004 AP talks) had enabled
Maoist regrouping.

Static Linkages
Naxalbari uprising (1967) → ideological roots.
Art. 355 & State List: Policing is State
responsibility.

UAPA: CPI (Maoist) banned.
2nd ARC → community policing, local
intelligence.
Eastern Ghats terrain aiding insurgency.

Critical Analysis
Pros

Leadership elimination weakens Maoist
structure.
Tech-led operations reduce casualties.
Infrastructure penetration limits safe havens.

Challenges
Forest terrain still favours guerrilla tactics.
Deep-rooted grievances (land, displacement).
Human rights concerns and community trust
deficits.
Inter-state gaps in coordination.

Way Forward
Strengthen PESA-based local governance.
Expand roads/telecom in LWE pockets.
Improve rehabilitation + surrender incentives.
Recruit locals (DRG model).
Ensure integrated tri-junction operations.
Promote community policing and welfare
delivery.
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

Delhi govt proposes allowing private events
(incl. weddings) at ~80 state-protected
monuments to boost tourism and revive
neglected sites.
Raises debates on ownership, access,
conservation, and narrative control.
Local communities feel increasing distance
from monuments (e.g., Qutub Minar).
Global parallels: Giza Pyramids festival; Indian
examples: Mehrangarh & Gwalior Fort events.
Concerns: community alienation,
commercialisation, selective historical
storytelling (e.g., Purana Qila events
prioritising Mahabharata over Mughal past).

Key Points
Aim: Revenue generation + enhanced public
engagement.
Cultural events can activate underused
heritage and platform local artists.
Risks:

Restricted community access
Structural stress

Elitisation (heritage only for those who can
pay)
Distortion of layered histories

Conservationists stress economic viability
linked to community benefit.

Static Linkages
AMASR Act, 1958: ASI responsible for
protection; zones of prohibited/regulatory
areas.
UNESCO guidance: community-centric
conservation.
Public Trust Doctrine: State as trustee of
heritage.
NCERT History: multi-layered urban heritage;
adaptive reuse principles.
Urban heritage management: carrying
capacity, stakeholder inclusion.

Critical Analysis
Pros

Tourism revenue; reduced state burden
Revives neglected monuments
Employment for local communities
Enhances public participation in heritage

Cons
Commercialisation risks
Community exclusion
Narrative manipulation of history
Safety/conservation hazards

Stakeholder Views
Community: fear exclusion
Govt: tourism + revenue
Conservationists: strong safeguards needed
Tourism sector: supports controlled adaptive
reuse

Challenges
Weak enforcement capacity
No clear inclusion framework
Political bias in curation
Pricing transparency lacking

Way Forward
Heritage-specific management & carrying-
capacity plans
Community benefit-sharing mandates
Independent oversight committees
Multi-era, historically balanced curation
Transparent event guidelines
Mix of low-cost public events + commercial use
Strengthen digital documentation & preventive
conservation
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Context of the News

A two-judge SC Bench (May 2025) struck down
2017 notification + 2021 OM enabling post-
facto environmental clearances.
Called PFECs “illegal” and violative of prior-
approval requirements under EIA 2006.
A three-judge Bench has now recalled the
verdict; matter referred to a larger Bench.
Court noted that ₹20,000 crore public
projects may face demolition if PFECs remain
invalid.
Justice Ujjal Bhuyan dissented, reiterating no
legal basis for ex-post facto clearances.
Issue revisits SC’s jurisprudence on
precautionary principle, Article 21, and
development–environment balance.

Key Points
PFECs allow projects to operate without prior
environmental approval—contrary to EIA
framework.
SC precedents:

Common Cause (2017): PFECs risk
“irreversible degradation.”
Alembic Pharmaceuticals (2020): Public
hearing and screening are essential, cannot
be bypassed.

CJI Gavai flagged “public interest” exceptions
—national security, essential health infra,
remote connectivity.
Debate intensified by climate change and
increasing ecological vulnerability.

Static Linkages
Article 21: Clean environment part of Right to
Life.
EPA 1986: Basis for EIA notifications.
Precautionary Principle, Polluter Pays, Public
Trust Doctrine (via SC cases).
Judicial Review: Oversight of executive
notifications.
Sustainable Development: National
Environment Policy 2006.

Critical Analysis
Pros

Avoids demolition of high-value public assets.
Enables clearer rules for rare exceptions.
Promotes calibrated development for priority
sectors.

Cons
Risks normalising violations of EIA norms.
Weakens participatory processes and
environmental scrutiny.
Encourages developers to bypass prior
approval.

Challenges
Defining “public interest” objectively.
Ensuring accountability for past violations.
Balancing ease of doing business with
ecological limits.

Way Forward
Define strict, limited exceptions for PFECs.
Impose high penalties for non-compliance.
Strengthen EIA monitoring and digital public
hearings.
Establish a National Environmental Regulator.
Integrate climate risk assessment into EIA.
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