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WSOHmAMWﬂBﬁ’Om COP30  Finance Gap: The $100 bn annual

decade after the Paris Agreement, the

climate crists has only intensified.

South Asi bears the brumt a5 monsoon

Boods, landslides and heatwaves.
These shocks unfold armid a fractuned gobal ) .
order — multilateralism under strabn, climate
pledges weakened, and trade protectiontsm Arunabha Ghosh
rising. The withdrawal of the United SGIes fom |, <o oy o
the Paris Agreement, yet again, has tested the 0P repessanting,
credibility of global processes. Yet no singhe 3006, | South Asia, and the
hrwever powerful, can hal collective action. CH0, Council sn
umwm:nawumﬂ ERdTEy, Eminonment

Srmall i and and ‘Water [CEEW)

onalitions of the willing have taken the lead,

Increasingty, this mantle iz passing 1o South Asia,
home to nearly two billion people fxcing an
extraordinary diversity of climare risks. Insction
Is not an opelon.

There have been wide consultations (2 COP0

smhlwwfmﬁnuthmunﬂlmﬂmu Thalak Aggarwal

across Bhutan,

i Pregramme

wmmmmw Aasoclats, Coundlon
listenied to localised conce LI  Erninonment

recognised many areas of convergence for ,':'ﬂ.“..um
messages that negotiators ane taking to COF30 in

Brnil and identified several opportunities for

regional climate cooperation.

South Asia’s conoerns and

priorities
Wemhﬂ!ljnl&uh.\da'srcwn
and =

regional
imestment in rencwable energy, climate-resitiont
and irtegration of dimate

Iritey . s climate
may be emergent, but i is driven by necessity,
and the moral imperative o protect

its people and signal to the world that action
canmol wail. The discusions yiehded fve
oconcerns and priorities of South Asian countries.
[First, implementathon remsins the Achilles
heel of climate action. The gap between what i
ptwnsod:n:uhnandﬂname and what is
delivered, is glaring. Whesher it is in
mp&emmm;lhehaumll;mnmed
Contributions (NDCs) or delivering finance, the
e 5o far, only 65 ries huve

submétted

study bry the Council on Energy, Emdronment,

and Water (CEEW) revealed that out of the 303 There is 2 need
initiatives assessed (launched since 2015), for mutual
appeoximaely 5% of the initiatives have achleved | darire mustual
the Global Scuth o hamess regional cooperation (Tdmn.':uh:l
tovcreate impactiul and targeted initiatives. —_

Climsate pledges require robust governance, Implementation
including a dlear plan and timeline for reporting on climate
progress. Willing couniries can, first, strengthen action. as
& reghonal forum o bisld & comimion stance and consuliatbons
advance shared action that can be recognised ai acroas South
platforms such as the G20, the The Bay ofBengal | 4oy 3 repion

Inigiathve for Multi-Sectoral Technical and

Econoemse Cooperation (BIMSTEC), and BRICS. that s bearing
MaTECver, Ensure gOvEmance STUctEes ane the brunt of
Inclustve, giving voice o the underrepresented, the climate
such as subnational governments, local erisis — show

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

commmithes and women. Also, str

i i i target remains unmet; “Baku—Belém
Ffunds such as the Green Climaie Fund, the Loss

3 Damage Pund. and he Adaptation Pund can Roadmap to $1.3 T” seeks clarity on

ol T Y T
It (R0 i el S Sty s e sy 0 timelines and accountability.
otk lrtorm A MU Bt ity iy e Technology Divide: Less than one-

Fifth, dlimate transition cannot be left to

from around 100 to appraximately 200 annually

become engies o scale. Now st aciors such 18 third of global climate-tech projects

ulb-namnaleml.!s the private sector, civil

besineises cah sopplement s s award directly benefit Asia or Africa.

— by 2100, The region-specific -nd
nof-Economic Empacts ane diverse —
hacial lake outburss food, eoastal umh.me
Maldives, India facing swelering hearwaves, and
%ri Lanka's emerging drylands and water stress.

The support that is needed

What ks is adequate echnical,
instinional and financial support to develop and
implement plans domestically. Mainstreaming
locally-led adaptation practices can also
complement schentific innovation and strengthen
local cwnership. Internationally, deliberations

st proceed o mschmmrrmnsan

simple,
indicators under the Global Goal on Adapiation.
These indicators nust be multi-dimensional and
adaptable for use at reglonal and national bevels,
Sicising om tracking progoes mther than

lrcm
current geopolitics is not conducive to an
ambitious climate outcome. Further, an easy exit
from a cBmate agreement nat anly leads to
increased emtssgions but also undermines st in
the process, Analysis by the CEEW shows that
developed countries ane not on irack o meet
their 2000 NDC target. Henoe, developed
m:mmmmmpmm
itlous NDCs

with 1.5°C, rtmkul’:uhinlmhihcnlhm

Fourth, deliver climate finance that is
predicrable (sustainable fanding), adequare
(meets ‘with mitkgarion),

Uairly distributed and accessibile (easy,
low-transaction cost acoess with priority for
vulnerable countries), and non-debe inducing
{grants and highly concessional financing

nstruments).

For this, the Balo to Belém Roadmap to 1.3T
ﬁlslnﬂhﬂnmmbtmderplnmim'dur
pathways: who delivers, how much, by when,
and with what aceountability. Without elarity, the
$300 billion adaptation target by 2035 is

clarity. And, South Asia's needs ane urgent,

enhancing 5 .
bk e i ® NON-State Role: Subnational

m:;wogmd;mwmﬁn governments, private sector, civil
prccet sl v he g o society, and youth must drive

in solutions. . .

iescs o aam sanabiy o scalable climate action.

markets and vahse chains. If dane rightly, i can
reinforce a cycle of verified action that builds
erust and accountability within the mialilateral
climate governance.

Cut off from technology flows Static Linkages
e g e by ey e Paris Agreement (2015): Legally
being

Innovative seltions dephoyed; however, . . . .
fower cmplesdemcosrats ok bty to binding UNFCCC accord to limit
South Asian countries are still largely excluded . °
%ﬁ%ﬁ% global warming below 2°C.

Mol dmeics_mow i @ Article 4(3): Mandates progressive
8 g drpommirs i enhancement of NDCs.

through blended finance instruments,

debe-for-narure swaps and market mechanisms

win e s ammessengone. . ® - Green Climate Fund (GCF): UNFCCC

Diigieal ; 5

e e mechanism (2010) for

Forms of data cooperation and efficency. o . F . .

Sl e TR v Dy mitigation/adaptation finance.
delivery must rest on three mutualks: munsl

dariy bout eponsbiiies md piys, @ CBDR-RC Principle: Core equity

miituial conperation (that m"\f_‘l\ses hfll‘l

mplepctan i i e, norm in global climate law.
mrmeamn o ¢ CDRI (2019): India-led initiative for

B resilient infrastructure.
kritical Analysis

Dpportunities

« Adecade after the Paris Agreement (2015), the |* South Asiashows pragmatic, necessity-driven

climate crisis has deepened, hitting South Asia leadership.
hardest through floods, heatwaves, and e Emerging tools: debt-for-nature swaps, blended
landslides. finance. -
e The COP30 Summit in Belém, Brazil, focuses * Non-state actors expand accountability.
on implementation and adaptation amid * Digital tech improves transparency.
weakening multilateralism. Challenges
e The COP30 Special Envoy for South Asia held * Finance and trust deficits from developed nations.

consultations across Bhutan, Nepal, Maldives,
Sri Lanka, and Bangladesh to shape a regional

climate agenda.

* With the U.S. again exiting the Paris deal,

developing countries are leading regional

climate action.

Key Points

e Implementation Deficit: Only 65 countries
submitted enhanced NDCs; just 5% of 203

post-2015 initiatives met targets (CEEW).

* Regional Cooperation: Focus on renewables,

resilient agriculture, and adaptation

mainstreaming via BIMSTEC, BRICS, CDRI.
e Adaptation Priority: ADB warns heat days

(>35°C) may double by 2100, intensifying
regional health and livelihood stress.

e Complex fund access for LDCs.

* Weak monitoring and overlapping frameworks.

e Exclusion from technology flows.

Stakeholders

* Developing nations demand climate justice;
developed nations seek transparency; civil society
and business push for inclusive, sustainable
pathways.

Way Forward

e Establish a South Asian Climate Cooperation Forum
under SAARC/BIMSTEC.

e Launch a South Asian Resilience Finance Facility for
community-based adaptation.

e Triple adaptation finance with clear accountability.

e |Integrate NDCs with national development and
SDGs.

* Promote technology equity via regional data hubs.

* Reinforce “Delivery as the currency of trust”
through transparent reporting.




Celebrating a sage king, a celebration of India-Bhutan ties

hee formier King of Bhatan, Jigme Singye

I camne from its nomb and rot from the other

readily svailable in adequate quantity, fature

Wangchuck, furms 70 on November 11, direction. It was Jigme Singye Wangchuck who Wim!nkmh'wimrhn&dmhln
20125, The father of the current King of got India’s Border Roads. Ox isation to build,
Ehutan is popularly known as K4 (the fourth King operate and maintain t} k of his mmmmnmm
of the Wargehuck line), while his son Jigme country. Today, Bhutanese firms are capable of readﬂyl.\kmq)a fiew of the projects on offer in
Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck, who sits on the dolng this on thedr own and have rightly been
throme at present, ks referred oo as K5, et tasked with this. Again, it was figme Singye Jnﬂamhmwwidtdcwlwm

Jigme & Wangchuk s beld in great Bambawale who sw the potential of generating ‘assdstance to Bhutan beyond hydropower
esteem, awe, pride and reverersce by his people [ — electricity from Ehutan’s rivers and supplying it whether it s for community development
whio often call him the Bodhisattva King. He rued o0 dor 10 tor Inalia, thereby enabling a steady revenue progects or larger schemes that range from
Ehuatan from the age of 17 years till he abdeased Bhatan snd i sareaim for his nation, whidh in tum has Bited Infrastruscture development 1o upgrading older
in 2006 in favour of his son. curreenty Trustes of inooemes there. Institutions and even monasteries.

He Is revered almost like a Buddha because he the Fune
ruled wisely, honestly and literally dragged Intetnaticnal Centre Hydropower diplomacy Lssues of national security
Ehutan into the 2ist century, medernising it in Hysdropower conperation between India ancd K5 contimes 1o seek his faher's - K4's - advice
Ty ways. Now, 1o mark his 70th birth Bhutan has, over the years, developed into one of | on matters of national security. Whether it
annbversary, these i5.a hige celebrathon in the strongest s most significant pillars of the pertaims to the territorial in y of Bhistan of o
Thimypin: on November 11, for which Prime relationship between the two countries. the operational readiness of the Royal Bhutan
Minkster Narendra Maodi is visiting Indixe Therefore, it is apt, symbolic of this friendship Army (RBA), K4 bs always consulted by his son. K4
maountainous neighbour. :rd:lgmﬁﬁmmnﬂf lh:ﬂ'w?lm:ls.nq;rh]-lll has 2 deep understanding of not merely India and

bee formally T s fursctions bur also about
Two nations, thelr close tes bymmwxsmww Thie 1,020 Comamumnist Chilna, what motivates and dives.
Mr. Modi has always ghven much importance o MW pregect has been generating electricity for that nathon and the implications it has for
India’s relationship with Bhutan. In 2014, on some monzhs pow, belping Bhutan in further Bhutan-China relations.,
being elected Prime Manister, he had not mmm«umm:pmﬂr I will abways be grateful to K4 for having
spoken abaout Neighboushood First but had also — The Punatsangchhu 1 project, like many of its persanally led Operation All Clear in December
e Blstan the frst forelgn country he visited !h_xmc Singye predecessorns, was consnicted & & cooperative 2003 where the RBA dreve ot several hundred
Now too, Mr. Modi realises the tremendous Wargehuck, venture between ithe Government of India and cadres of Indlan insungent groups that had taken
significance that the birthday celebrations has for ~ ‘who tums 70 thee Ryl Government of Bhutan, with India shelter In the jurgles of Bhutan just across Assam
the people of Bhutan and is ensuring that he is tockay, has prowiding the initial capital for it - this is paid off | and West Bengal. On India’s side of the border,
with them in this time of joy. His visit is an apt helped nurure by the profect from the income stream the Indian Armry was able 10 easily arress these
sigrial of how close the people of Indi are to the both the by the sale of electricity to India at rates which Indian imsurgent groups and procesd against
people of Bhistan. Enodernliaion are competithe but adjussed every few years to thesm as in the law.

It was K4 who further sire [Bhutan's of the tak reflect current realities. Thus, November 1l is not merely the binthday
relatbonship with India, during his regn as king, S IHMEE This model has worked well till now but it has celebration of 2 sage and wise former King of
exhibiting great understanding that independent  KIngdom and s | been decided that in fusure, the two countries Bhutan, Mr. Modi's presence at these events in
India was a close friend of his nation for which all relations st tap cther sources of capital for such Thimphu also makes it a celebration of
thireats to s Independence, soverelgnty of way of  with India projects. Now that private capital s India-Bistan friendship and copperation.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

Bhutan’s former King Jigme Singye Wangchuck
(K4) turns 70 on November 11, 2025.

PM Narendra Modi will attend celebrations in
Thimphu, marking K4’s legacy and strong
India—Bhutan ties.

The visit coincides with the inauguration of the
Punatsangchhu-Il Hydroelectric Project (1,020

MW) — a major symbol of bilateral cooperation.

Key Points

K4 ruled 1972-2006, introduced Gross
National Happiness (GNH) and modernised
Bhutan.
Strengthened India-Bhutan relations,
including military cooperation and Operation
All Clear (2003).
Hydropower Partnership:
o India funded and built projects; Bhutan
repays through electricity exports.
o Punatsangchhu-ll now operational, to be
inaugurated jointly by Modi and K5.
o Future projects to involve private Indian
firms like Tata Power and Adani Power.
India remains Bhutan’s largest trade and
development partner, supporting
infrastructure, education, and monasteries.
Bhutan continues to play a key role in India’s
Himalayan security framework.

Static Linkages

India-Bhutan Friendship Treaty (1949), revised
in 2007 for greater Bhutanese autonomy.
Project Dantak (1961): BRO built Bhutan’s key
road network.

Hydropower exports: ~25% of Bhutan’s GDP;
~90% exported to India.

GNH philosophy: Bhutan’s unique
development model balancing progress and
well-being.

Bhutan adopted constitutional monarchy in
2008.

Critical Analysis
Strengths:

Model of trust-based diplomacy and people-
to-people connect.

Hydropower ensures economic
interdependence.

Shared Buddhist culture enhances soft power.

Concerns:

Bhutan’s hydropower debt and environmental
stress.

China’s influence via border talks.

Limited economic diversification beyond
hydropower.

Way Forward

Diversify cooperation into IT, education,
sustainable tourism.

Develop green financing for new projects.
Strengthen border connectivity under
Neighbourhood First.

Deepen people-level partnerships through
culture and youth programs.



New horizons
Developing countries must take the lead
in addressing the climate crisis

he 30th edition of the Conference of Par-

ties (COP) has begun in Brazil's Belém.

Coming 10 years after the historic Paris
Agreement, when all signatory members of the
United Nations Framework Convention on Cli-
mate Change (UNFCCC) committed to a common
goal of keeping temperatures below 2°C and “as
far as possible below 1.5C", this would have been
an ideal platform to take stock of the achieve-
ments 5o far and ramp up ambition. Instead,
there is a visible sense of disarray. The United
States has, yet again, withdrawn from the Paris
Agreement (though not the UNFCCC) and from
2017, this break seems decisively more hostile.
Wielding threats on tariffs and brinkmanship, the
U.S. Administration seems actively committed to
derail steps toward emission cuts, newer ways to
fund adaptation and adopting clean technology.
For instance, it has played a major role in recent
months in scuttling a resolution by members of
the International Maritime Organization (IMO) in-
to transitioning the shipping industry away from
fossil fuel use, Following Bill Gates's shift from be-
ing a vocal advocate of curbing emissions to one
who no longer sees climate change as an existen-
tial threat, Mr. Trump announced it as a “vindica-
tion” of his position. There is a case that the U.Ss
isolationist policy is of diminishing relevance in
an era when global investments in clean energy
outpace fossil fuel investment and that business-
es globally have seen the writing on the wall. But
as the IMO example states, the U.Ss abilities as a
destabilising force remain formidable. That must
be at the back of negotiators” minds when they
began the 12-day deliberative sprint.

This COP is one of ‘implementation’, as the
Brazil Presidency has emphasised. While the
world's collective action is far short of what the
Paris goals require, there is palpable optimism
that the tenor of discussions from now on will vis-
ibly shift toward ironing out financial mechan-
isms for adaptation, preserving forests and
strengthening carbon credit markets. It is likely
that there will be a renewed discussion on how to
make the United Nations" multilateral process
more effective at delivering decisive outcomes
and, perhaps, a debate on the creation of a ‘cli-
mate council’, as Brazil proposed earlier this
year. All of this promises fresh energy and verve
to a process that has come to be seen as ineffec-
tive in addressing the climate crisis. However,
this is also an opportunity for the large develop-
ing economies — India, China, Brazil, and South
Africa in particular - to stake claim to leadership.
This might require a greater display of ambition
and recalibration of past positions, particularly
on financial contributions. Sans fireworks, India
must begin an internal dialogue to place itself fa-
vourably for this nebulous future.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

COP30 to the UNFCCC has begun in Beléem,
Brazil (Nov 2025), marking a decade since the
Paris Agreement (2015).

Expected focus: Implementation, especially on
finance, adaptation, and carbon markets.

The U.S. has again exited the Paris Agreement,
adopting a more hostile stance toward
multilateral climate action.

Brazil, as host, has proposed a Global Climate
Council to strengthen UN mechanisms.

Major developing nations — India, China, Brazil,
South Africa (BASIC) — face calls to lead with
higher ambition.

Key Points

Paris Goals: Keep warming well below 2°C, aim
for 1.5°C.

Emissions Gap: UNEP (2024) projects a 2.8°C
rise by 2100 under current policies.

Finance Gap: Developed nations’ $100 billion
annual pledge still unmet; only $83.3 billion
delivered (OECD 2023).

Clean Energy Momentum: Global investment in
clean energy now exceeds fossil fuel (IEA
2024).

U.S. Resistance: Opposed the IMO’s shipping
decarbonisation plan, undermining collective
action.

Brazil’s Priorities: Amazon forest finance,
carbon market reform (Article 6), and renewed
adaptation funding.

India’s Focus: Climate justice, LIFE Mission,
Green Credit Programme (2023), and equitable
carbon space.

Static Linkages

UNFCCC (1992): Framework for global
cooperation on climate change.

Kyoto Protocol (1997): Legally binding targets
for developed nations.

Paris Agreement (2015): Voluntary Nationally
Determined Contributions (NDCs).

CBDR Principle: Recognises unequal historical
emissions.

Article 6: Enables international carbon trading.
India’s Framework: NAPCC, eight national
missions, and Clean Energy Cess.

Critical Analysis
Opportunities

Brazil’s push for implementation and finance
can revive credibility.

Clean energy investment shows market-led
transition.

Developing economies can shape new climate
leadership.

Challenges

U.S. withdrawal weakens collective trust.
Finance gap and loss & damage fund
uncertainty persist.

Protectionist trade measures (CBAM) could
hurt developing nations.

Fragmented developing country front reduces
negotiating strength.

Stakeholders

Developed nations: Prefer voluntary, market
finance.

Developing nations: Demand predictable,
grant-based aid.

Private sector: Seeks stable carbon pricing.
Civil society: Calls for accountability and
transparency.



Way Forward

Create accountable climate finance systems.
Institutionalize Climate Council for tracking
commitments.

Deepen South-South clean tech cooperation.
Align LiFE and Green Credit with global
standards.

Reform carbon market rules for equity and
transparency.

Build State-level climate resilience
mechanisms.




In firee fall

Sudan’s hopes for a return to
democracy look dim
s udan is no stranger to violence by paramil-

itary forces. Yet, the rape, pillage and mass

killings carried out by the Rapid Support
Forces (RSF) in El-Fasher, after their capture of
the city in the Darfur region in late October, were
shocking even by Sudan’s grim standards. The
RSF, a predominantly Arab militia, known for its
brutality against Sudan’s African communities,
unleashed a wave of atrocities, including a mas-
sacre at a maternity hospital. The RSF now con-
trols five of Darfur's capitals, tightening its grip
over the famine-stricken region. In a chilling de-
monstration of impunity, RSF militants posted
footage of some of their crimes on social media.
Born from the Arab supremacist Janjaweed mili-
tia in the early 2000s, the group had faced accu-
sations of ethnic cleansing and genocide against
non-Arab communities in Darfur. It laid siege o
El-Fasher, the Sudanese army’s last major strong-
hold in Darfur, 18 months ago, a blockade that
triggered a famine in the region. More than 12
million people have been displaced since Sudan’s
civil war broke out in April 2023, and tens of
thousands killed. According to UN experts, the
country is now facing the world's worst humani-
tarian crisis. While both the army and the RSF
have been accused of war crimes, the atrocities
by the paramilitary force have increasingly been
described as genocidal.

When the regime of dictator Omar al-Bashir
fell in 2019, many hoped that Sudan was on the
cusp of a new dawn. But hopes for a democratic
transition were short lived as the military and the
RSF jointly staged a coup in 2021. Mr. Bashir had
raised the RSF out of the ranks of the Janjaweed
and treated the group as his personal army. He
used it to neutralise domestic opposition and asa
parallel structure to the military. Yet, when the
roots of the Bashir regime were shaken by public
protests in 2019, the RSF turned against him. But
once the military consolidated power in 2021 and
insisted that the RSF integrate with the regular ar-
my, the alliance between the army and the RSF
fell apart, plunging Sudan into civil war. Today,
the military government, backed by Egypt, con-
trols most of Sudan, while the RSF, supported by
the UAE, dominates Darfur. Earlier this year, the
army pushed the RSF out of Khartoum, the capi-
tal. But the fall of El-Fasher confirms that the mil-
itia remains entrenched in its stronghold. If the
fighting continues, Sudan risks more death, des-
truction, and even a state collapse. The atrocities
in El-Fasher should serve as a wake-up call for the
international community. The war must be
brought to an end. For that, the backers of both
the military and the militia should press for talks
instead of sending more weapons into Sudan.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

e |n October 2025, the Rapid Support Forces
(RSF) seized El-Fasher, the Sudanese Army’s
last base in Darfur, unleashing mass killings,
rapes, and destruction, including at a
maternity hospital.

e Over 12 million people displaced and tens of
thousands killed since Sudan’s civil war began
in April 2023.

e The UN calls it the world’s worst humanitarian
crisis.

e The RSF, backed by the UAE, controls most of
Darfur; the Sudanese Army, supported by
Egypt, holds other regions.

Key Points
* RSF Origins: Evolved from the Janjaweed
militia accused of genocide against non-Arab
communities under Omar al-Bashir.

¢ Political Breakdown: After Bashir’s fall (2019)
and the 2021 coup, tensions grew when the
army sought RSF’s integration, sparking war.

e Famine and Displacement: UNHCR (2025)
estimates 12+ million displaced; Darfur faces
famine-like conditions.

¢ Regional & Global Role:

o Egypt supports the army; UAE allegedly
arms the RSF.

o External actors like Wagner Group worsen
instability.

UN & ICC Response: Calls for investigations

into war crimes and ethnic cleansing.

Static Linkages

e State failure and ethnic conflict — classic signs
of institutional collapse.

e Responsibility to Protect (R2P) under UN
Charter 2005 mandates collective response to
genocide.

* Fourth Geneva Convention (1949) bans
targeting civilians and medical facilities.

e |ndia’s stance: Non-interference, but supports
UN-led peacebuilding.

e Darfur conflict (2003-2008) remains a case
study in genocide and humanitarian
intervention.

Critical Analysis
Stakeholders & Concerns
e UN/NGOs: Humanitarian access blocked; war
crimes mounting.
e Regional Powers: Egypt and UAE turning
conflict into proxy war.
e Sudanese Civilians: Facing famine,
displacement, and targeted violence.
Challenges
e Fragmented militias; arms inflow; no central
authority.
e Weak enforcement of sanctions and ICC
mandates.
* Repeated breakdown of ceasefire agreements.

Way Forward

¢ Diplomatic pressure for ceasefire via UN, AU,
Arab League.

e Arms embargoes and accountability under ICC.

* Humanitarian corridors to secure civilian aid.

e Regional cooperation to end proxy
involvement.

¢ India’s role: Advocate peace through UN
peacekeeping and Global South platforms.

e Long-term fix: Inclusive political settlement
and security sector reform.



With fewer doctors becoming
specialists, a crisis looms

{‘"'ﬂ'
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If India wants
strong super-
specialists in

the public
sector, the

system must

reform.

Acknowledge

their service

through higher

pay scales,

allowances, or

faster
promotions.

Their workload

must be
regulated

S POSTGRADUATE COUN-

SELLING for NEET begins, 1

a.rnrq:lcal.cdlyappmachn!by

young medical

the same question: whlch
specialty should [ choose?”. I've noticed a
change intheir preferences, They nolonger
ask which branch saves the most lives or
offers the greatest career growth, Instead,
they ack: “Which course gives me less work,
fewer litigations, and a peaceful life?

Decacles ago, most MBBS graduates were
from maodest backgrounds and their moti-
vation was tobuild a career, serve soclety,
and grow professionally. Today, many are
from relatively secure circumstances. Their
priotities are peace of mind and wortk-life bal-
ance. This change did not cccur suddenly.
In 2019, India lntroduced the Compet-

ency-Based Medical n(CBME) cur-
riculum to produce more skilled, patient-
ready doctors, The intention was noble; the
|mpmmmd_CBME mdclcarmngsa:mn-
ured fcal s

mere duty hours, more risk, and little re-
ward? Super-specialty courses like DM and
MCh are demand years of hard work and
commitment. But when completed, the pay
does not match the effort,

A surgical gastroenterologist or cardio-
theracke surgeon may perform challenging
life-saving surgery every day. Yet, in the gov-
ermnment system, their salary equals that of
adoctor in primary health cane, There is no
recognition for the extra years, the higher
skill, the constant stress.

Inarecentsuper-specialty counselling in
Tamil Nadu, more than half the seats went
vacant. Government doctors in particular
were reluctant. Government hospitals face
a growing shortage of specialists. The poor,
whorely on public hospitals, willsuffer most.
‘This isasilent public health crisis.

Iris easy toaceuse young doctorsof lack-
ingambition, but that issimplistic. Theyare
not seeking luury; they are seeking sanity.
mlrrchlctannmsnnl\w:amshmam

hes, hat offerslitde

tick baxes in Inghonlts, comphete checklists
and meet competencies, undergo frequent
assessments and heavy documentation but
lose the freedom to explore. The goal shifts
from learning medicine to clearing exams.
With overwhelming content, cognitive fa-
tigue sets in. Curiosity fades.

Meanwhile, India's health system has
shifted. The rise of corporate hospitals has
reduced opportunities for independent prac-
tice. Eardier, a young specialist could opena
clinic, build trustand grow. Today, that path
s narrow. Corporate hospitals offer minimal
room for individuality orentrepreneurship.
Deoctors feel like employees, not profes-
sionalsshaping theircareers. Ambition dulls,

Mental health weighs heavily on

chojoes. Suicide rates among doc-
tors are higher than in the general popula-
tion, Juniors watch senlors exhausted after
36-hour duties. They see strained families.
“Thie message they intemnalise is simple: Do
not take on we much. Do not go inte
branches that demand your whaole life. So
when it comes to super-specialties, many
step back. Why spend years in training for

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News
e |n Tamil Nadu’s recent super-specialty
counselling, over 50% of DM/MCh seats
remained vacant, mirroring a national trend of
waning interest among young doctors.
Long duty hours, low pay, medico-legal stress,
and lack of autonomy are driving graduates
away from intensive specializations.
This reflects a systemic crisis in India’s medical
workforce — especially in public hospitals
serving the poor.

Key Points

reward for sacrifice.

The old guard says, “Weworked harder.
Wefaced worse, Why not you®” But the con-
text isdifferent. The earlier generations saw
hope. They opened clinics, bullt hospitals,
and rose on their own terms. That path is
closed. The corporate model has taken it
away. Now, thechoice is between being a cog
in amachine or fighting burnout in the gov-
emmentsystem. Ifindiawants strongsuper-
specialists in the public sector, the system
must reform. Acknowledge their service
through higher pay scales, allowances, of
faster promaotions, Their workload must be
regulated through clear duty hours, ad-
equate support staff, and reduced adminis-
wrativeburden, Thegovemmentshould alse
provide suppont for career development.

Without these changes, the pipeline of
super-spectalistswill keep dryingup ingov-
emment hospitals. The crisis will not staysi-
lent. The price will be paid not only by doc-
nors, but by millions of patients.

The writer is, professorand head Sri
LafithambigaiMedical Caflege Hospital, Chennai

CBME (2019) by the National Medical
Commission (NMC) aimed to produce patient-
ready doctors but turned overly mechanical
with checklist-based learning.

Corporate dominance reduced avenues for
private practice and autonomy.

Doctor mental health: Suicide rates are 2-3
times higher than the general population
(Indian Journal of Psychiatry, 2022).

Seat vacancies: NMC data (2024) show 40%+ of
super-specialty seats vacant nationwide.
Public impact: Shortage of specialists cripples
tertiary care and widens inequality in access.

Static Linkages

Directive Principles (Art. 47): Duty of the State to
improve public health.

Concurrent List, Entry 25: “Education, including
medical education.”

National Health Policy 2017: Calls for expanding
postgraduate capacity and incentivizing rural
service.

NITI Aayog’s Strategy for New India @75: Stresses
specialist retention and workforce reform.

2nd ARC (Personnel Administration):
Recommends performance-based incentives for
professionals in public service.

Critical Analysis
Pros

CBME ensures structured learning and clinical
accountability.

Corporate hospitals increased technological
access.

Mental health awareness among doctors is
improving.

Cons

Mechanical training curbs curiosity.

Specialist pay disparity persists.

Burnout and litigation risks discourage high-stress
branches.

Rural hospitals face severe specialist shortages.
Corporate employment limits entrepreneurship.

Stakeholders

Doctors: Seek fair workload, pay, and mental
health safety.

Government: Faces shrinking specialist pool and
SDG-3 risks.

Patients: Especially rural poor, lose access to
advanced care.

Ethical Angle

Tension between public service and personal well-
being.
Denial of fair conditions violates principles of

justice and dignity in healthcare.

Way Forward

Incentivize specialists: Higher pay scales, rural
allowances.

Work-hour regulation: Enforce IMA norms and
adequate rest.

Career growth: Fast-track promotions and
research incentives.

Curriculum reform: Review CBME through student
feedback.

Mental health support: Establish institutional
counselling units.

Flexible practice: Public-private partnership
models for retention.



Protest for clean air was
seen, now mustbe heard

NSUNDAY, THE national capital awoke toasepiacity-
scape, its skyline erased under a pall of toxic air. The
AdrQuality Index (AQT) breached 400 in several areas.
— “severe” yet unfortunately routine for this time of
pened. Hundreds of citizens braved the smog to show upat India
Gate — parentsclutching theirchildren, students with handmade
banners, elderly citizens, masked and resolute, demanding clean
air. Inacity where the acrid smog has smothered what was once
abeloved season, the gathering wasamuch-needed act of affirm-
ation — that people will no longer be passive sufferers and that
clean air is not charity from the state but a right of the citizen.
For years, India’s political class has treated air pollution asa
seasonal inconvenience at best and fodder for a partisan and po-
larising politics at worst. Blame has floated from the city-state
totheCentre, farmerstoindustries, from motorists to Opposition
governments in adjoining states, a fog of evasion thicker than
thesmog itself. Citizens, too, have been complicit in theirinertia
and resignation. The India Gate protest indicatesa possible and
potential rupture in that paralysis. It reframes pollution not just
as an administrative lapse but also as a political betrayal, and
cleanair as a non-negotiable right. This new civic grammar starts
with the recognition that clean air cannot remain the privilege
ofthe wealthy with access to air purifiers or the means to escape
Delhi's winter haze for mountain retreats, that the Mational Clean
Alr Programme (NCAP) must commit to sustainable, workable
solutions, that it is the most fundamental of equalities — the
breath that unites the rich and the poor, the young and the old.
Other nations have shown what sustained public pressure
can achieve. Beijing faced asimilar crisis adecade ago. Yet press-
ure from citizens, relentless monitoring, and political will umed
the tide. There are, of course, differences between China and
India — in this country, policy must navigate diverse and often
conflicting interests. But other countries have also shown the
way — like Morth Macedonia, a year ago, where huge popular
protests against air pollution led to a clean-up plan that isbeing
implemented. Here, if the India Gate protest is to be more than
asymbolic moment, it must ensure that pollution is afforded the
same urgency, and put to the same accountability test, at least
inthe political framing, that is reserved for inflation, cormuption
orunemployment. The battle for clean air cannot be left to policy
papers and court orders alone. Only when citizens refuse toin-
hale institutional apathy will Delhi, and India, reclaim the air
they deservetobreathe.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

¢ On Sunday, Delhi’s AQI crossed 400 (“severe”)
across several zones.

* Hundreds gathered at India Gate, demanding
clean air as a citizen’s right — a rare civic
mobilisation on pollution.

e The protest highlights a shift from passive
tolerance to public accountability in
environmental governance.

* |t coincides with the National Clean Air
Programme (NCAP, 2019), which targets a 40%
cut in PM2.5/PM10 by 2026 (MoEFCC).

Key Points

* AQI401-500 = “Severe”: Causes respiratory
distress, especially in children and elderly.

* NCAP covers 131 non-attainment cities with
monitoring and reduction plans.

e CPCB 2024 Data: Delhi’s PM2.5 averaged ~185
pg/m?, about 30x WHO limits (5 pg/m?).

¢ Judicial Oversight: SC and NGT demand
coordinated pollution control.

* Significance: The India Gate protest reframes
pollution as a political and rights issue, not a
seasonal inconvenience.

Static Linkages

e Art. 21: Right to Life = Right to Clean Air
(Subhash Kumar vs. State of Bihar, 1991).

e Art. 48A, 51A(g): Environmental protection as
duty of State and citizens.

e Air Act, 1981: Legal framework for
CPCB/SPCBs.

e NGT Act, 2010: Judicial enforcement of
environmental laws.

e SDGs 3 & 13: Health and climate action.

e World Bank (2023): India loses ~1.4% of GDP to
air pollution.

Critical Analysis
Pros:
* Reasserts citizen agency and environmental
justice.
* Encourages political accountability for clean
air.
e Builds public pressure for effective NCAP
outcomes.
Cons:
* Fragmented responsibility among Centre,
states, and local bodies.
e Weak enforcement and data opacity.
e Economic—environment trade-offs.
e Short-lived public engagement post-crisis.
Ethical Lens:
e Equity: Clean air as universal right, not
privilege.
¢ |ntergenerational justice and civic
responsibility.

Way Forward

e Make NCAP targets legally binding; publish
annual “State of Air” report.

e Transparent, real-time data via CPCB
dashboards.

e Strengthen urban planning, EV push, and green
buffers.

* |Institutionalise citizen feedback systems.

e Createregional air-shed authorities for NCR
coordination.



On stray dogs, SC
undoes its fine balance

EARLY THREE MONTHS after recalibrating its Au-

gust Il orderon the removal of stray dogs todesignated

shelters and allowing the animals to be returned to

their original locations after being sterilised and vac-
cinated (unless found to be aggressive or infected with rabies),
the Supreme Court last week appeared to once again harden its
position on the issue. Noting that dog bites continue to be re-
ported “with alarming frequency”, the Court ordered that stray
dogs be removed “forthwith” from the premises of educational
institutions, hospitals, sportscomplexes, bus stands and railway
stationsand kept inshelters after being sterilised and vaccinated.
This abrupt reversal, especially on the question of releasing stray
dogs backintothe areas from where they were picked up, breaks
from thebalanced approach of the August 22 order and threatens
to reignite passions on a deeply polarising issue.

Certainly, the menace posed by stray dogs, especially to
children, the elderly and working class population, cannot be dis-
missed. According to government records, 37 lakh dogbite cases
were recorded across the country in 2024, At the same time, it
must be recognised that lakhs of stray dogs cannot be removed
from their present homes simply by decree — and certainly not
within eight weeks as directed by the Court in the latest order,
The SC is right when it points out that “administrative apathy”
and “systemic failure” lie at the heart of India’s stray dog problem.
Buthousing suchalarge numberof dogsin “designated shelters”,
besides stray cattle and other animals, as ordered by the Court,
also calls for funds and infrastructure at a scale that most local
bodiesin the country simply do not possess at present.

A complex web of causes has led tothe explosion in the stray
dog population, including regular feeding and care by animal
lovers, unmanaged solid wasteand irresponsible pet ownerswho
allow theirdogstointerbreed with “streeties”. These must be fac-
tored in for any solution to be effective — as must the need fora
considered debate that does not pit the claims of public health
against amore scientific and humane approach.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

Context of the News

e |n August 2025, the Supreme Court allowed
sterilised and vaccinated stray dogs to return
to their localities.

e In November 2025, it reversed this stance,
ordering immediate removal of strays from
schools, hospitals, bus stands, railway stations,
and sports complexes.

e The Court cited 37 lakh dog bite cases in 2024,
highlighting public safety concerns.

e The decision departs from the earlier balanced
approach and revives debate over humane
control vs public health.

Key Points

e Order: Capture, sterilise, vaccinate, and shelter
stray dogs within 8 weeks.

e Population: India has 6-8 crore stray dogs
(Livestock Census 2019).

* Causes: Poor waste management, careless pet
ownership, unregulated feeding.

e Legal Basis: Animal Birth Control (Dogs) Rules,
2023 under Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
Act, 1960.

e Implementation: Responsibility of Urban Local
Bodies under 74th Amendment (12th
Schedule).

Static Linkages

e Article 48 & 48A: Duty of State to protect
animals and environment.

e Article 51A(g): Duty of citizens to show
compassion to living creatures.

* Municipal Role: Public health and animal
control under Constitutional mandate.

* National Health Policy 2017: Emphasises
zoonotic disease prevention.

* Animal Welfare Board of India (AWBI): Nodal
body under Ministry of Fisheries, Animal
Husbandry & Dairying.

Critical Analysis
Pros:
e Strengthens public safety and accountability
of local bodies.
e Addresses rising bite incidents and
administrative apathy.
Cons:
e Limited shelter space, lack of funds and
manpower.
e May violate humane and scientific ABC norms.
e Potential conflict among stakeholders.
Stakeholders:
e Public: Safety, hygiene concerns.
* Animal Welfare Groups: Fear of cruelty,
disruption.
e Local Bodies: Resource constraints.
e Judiciary: Seeks balance between safety and
compassion.

Way Forward

e Expand ABC infrastructure with ULB and NGO
coordination.

e Use data-based mapping for bite-prone zones.

e Dedicated municipal funds and awareness on
responsible ownership.

e Enforce ABC Rules 2023 with humane
oversight.



